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GREEN WITCH- F A'I'HER 

THE AGRARIAN ASPECT OF CAIN 

AND HIS SIGNIFICANCE AS PATRON OF SORCERY 

Daniel Alvin Schulke 

The story of Cain and Abel is most familiar to the common mind as belonging to the Old 
Testament of the Bible, but there is an ancient body of lore, in many cases contemporary with 
the OT, in which the figure of Cain appears with regularity. According to the Encyclopedia
Judiaca, the story of Cain and Abel is 'Obviously a very old story of which only outlines 
have survived. These may be of Jewish provenance, such as Rabbinical texts

_
(Midrash.

Haggadah etc.), the Targums or the OT Pseudepigrapha� or of early Christian origin, such as 
the collection of scriptures known as the Gnostic Gospels. Additionally, a n11mber of early
Christian writers, deriding various heresies within the Church, have in doing so provided us a 
valuable historical oculus to glimpse the ways in which Cain was viewed by some groups at 
the time, and how he and his aspect of Tubal-Cain came to be associated with F�masonry 
and witchcraft. 

Cain in Traditional British Witchcraft 

The figure of Cain appears in various guises in modern schools of Traditional British Craft, of 
which one is the Clan of Tubal-Cain, associated with the late magister Robert Cochrane. [l]
His accessible work survives mostly in articles he wrote for Pentagram, the journal of the 
Wrt:.chcraft Research Association, and in various privately circulated letters. The Clan 
continues to work as an initiatic body of Traditional Craft. Nigel Jackson writes: 'In the Old 
Rite of the Craft the first witch and sire of the witches was Qayin or Tubal-Qayin, together 
with his sister Naatnah-Lilith, the mother of all witch-blood [who] transmitted the divine 
flame to mortal humans as related in the legend of the Watchers' [2]. 

The legend of the Watchers to which Jackson refers is found in The Book of Enoch, an OT 
psuedepigrapha whose earliest surviving copy was penned about 20� BCE. The Book _treats 
the subject of 'fallen angels' (The Watchers) who deliver the forbidden arts of mag1ck to 
mankind. Cain also appears in the traditional lore of the Cultus Sabbati, another body of 
Traditional Craft now centred in Essex. Andrew Chumbley, the present magister of the 
Cultus writes: 'In Sabbatic lore when the 'Fire of the Ancient One' dwelt in Adam, he, 
became the father of Initiates and the Transmitter of the Seed of the Elder Gods through the 
lineage of Cain, but bereft of the 'Fire' he is mere clay and the father of the profane. [3] 

Ch11mbley' s detailed recension of traditional witch lore contains an invocation of Cain in 
the 'Formula of the Primal Atavism as Embodied in the Races of Man': It reads as follows: 
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