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SAlHATI was the ancient Celtic fire festival on loveuber 1ist marking
the beginning of winter and the llew Year. On Samhain Zve the gates of the
Underworlcd opened and the goblin folk, faeries, Shining Ones and the 0ld Gods
rode out of the hollow hills. On this night the wise ones of the tribe communi-
cated with the spjirits of the dead at burial mounds and divined for the portents
of the coming year by scrying in bowls of water or casting runes carved on bones.
ABORIGIIAL HIALIIG IN AUSTRALIA. The following contribution will be of interest
to TC readers both as an example of cthnic pagan practices and by the way it re-
veals sinilarities between Austrelasian shamanism and Zuropean witchcraft:

liost of what is written about magic in the Australian aboriginal commnity
ooncerns itself purely with kuyier-pugani (bad make), that form of black pagic
(Zrati) of which bone pointing is the most cotmion oractice. But as of cld
when European witches were seen only as malevolent, the "Jitch Doctor', or
Jirinun, concentrates more on the curing of disease and the guarding of tribal
lore than on the negative aspects. s

The Virinun is in the field of healing a formidable encyclopedia of herbal
remedies, bush first aid and psychological techniques. His training, under
both the Great Spirit Baiame during his shamanistic initiation and an older

e college in his or a neighbouring tribe, teaches him that the nind and body are

integral and both mst be treated concurrently to achieve the best results.
Iveryday complaints are usually cealt with by local herbs, heat fron fires or

’ peppercorns are used to heal pain. Fractures of bones are immwbilized in mud
¥ casts bound with kangaroc hide thongs. He is taught that the energies of his
body, like that of the Dreamtime ancestors, can pase through his hands to zlter
the life force, or electromagnetic energies, of the paticnt's body.

This clectronmagnetic cnergy, or Tum»inyeri loorcop as it is sonetimes called,
corresponds to the energies used by Hermeticists of the Zuropesn tradition. The g
energies which flow Irom the right hand of a right handed person are electrical 3
and tend to concentrate the nerve currents in the patient's body and, as a concen- :
tration of electrical current tends to increase blow flow to the area, placing
the right hand over an inflaned boil and the left hand imediately opposite on
the other part of the body produces a drawing effect which ecauses the boil to
ccnie to a head. Alternatively, the left hand (of a right handed person) y being
vagnetically polerized, can be brought into action to scattoer the pus throughout
the body for voiding by natural processes, if this be the rore .desired approach.

To determine which is the best means for treatment, the Uirinun asks +the body
of his patient for advice, for he belicves that the Great Spirit implanted in
every living thing has a certain amount of intelligence, so each part of the
body can answer him., It may even be that a certain organ is only sluggish in
itc action and that is causing the problem. The Tirinun will then erplain to
this organ that it is necessary to increase its activity to restore the body's
balance. Techniques of suggestion are also used by the Virinun who will inforp
the patient that he or she will soon be well and actions such as the recoval of-
balls of hair and picces of pointed bone, scemingly from within the patient,
will reinforce the idea that the "badness is gone!,

To the whitc man's doctor, these techniques of healing will scen 1ike so much
quackery but thousands of case histories show that the Jirinun's Bagical healing
nethods work and they are technigues used by occult and Crac: grouns throughout
the world.

hs pony cnlightened scientisis arc beginning to research the ola Zurogean
remedies to find, and are finding, the essence of the reedy which works equally
as well, but in o ruch safe way, then the pethods of this century we will nost
surely £ind an ecually worthwhile search amongst the mothods enployed by the
hustralian aboriginal medicine man. Siron Goodman
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AGE LIMITS. In October a Duncee "/hite J | SRRRLIETE
adnitting "lewd, incecent and libidinour behavioust o7
hadﬁ'll‘li.t%at(?c:. into his coven. c 2 peeed by thoss TOBLIShLY and crininallz y

This incident highlights the risks faced by e of ThelCEatbe It 1s
introducing minors to the rore sexually orientatec chsmn.) andidates for
an unwritten law, adherod to by tost rosponsible witcacs, that ¢ gy
initiation should be at least 18 years old and preferudly h:-_ve.r(:!:_“ting a fifteen
mejority age of 21, The Scottish Miitch" broke this rule by SO l:i panded by the
year old girl as hich high pricstess (3?) and has paid the penal 2y, S8 11 doing
lavs of this country pasced to srotect children frob moral corru;:tj-.on. b e
30 he hos also tarnished the public image of the Craft and playec into. DHE P
of oui _critic-:. who‘ are always ready to find now.tud to fling. o to our attention

Unfortunately this is not the first case of its kind to come 10 1 A
in recent years, but, for the sake of the Craft, we hope rost sincerely thot it
will be the last.
LEYS, STONE CIRCLES & TH® SERPZNT POWIR. The oldest standing stones in Britain
were erected by o pro-Druidic meoplo.  leny stones in the existing circles have
a high quartz content. The cuariz was activated a a specific lunar Dhase. The
pre-Druidic adopts used this natural phenot:enonon to boost '"ley energy' cnd be-
lieved that this "serpent's egg" naturally conferred the gurpreto initiation on
worthy candidate within the circle.

Pliny, in his "latural History" has quite unknowingly revesl ed the true secrev
of the anguinum or "Druid's egg". He states: "There is, besides, a lzind of egg
hel¢ in high estcom by the inhabitants of Gaul unnoticed by the Greck writers.
It is called the "sorpent's egg" ..... and, as the magi are very cunning and ar
in concealing their frauds, they pretend that this egg can only be cobtained ot
certain tioe of the loon".

Pliny appears to have been ignorant of the truc application of this statement.
The "sersent!s egg" was a natural shenorenon coincident with a phase of the Moon.
It was never an inonimate objectl Much nonsense has been written about the
"gerpent's cgg" end the British Druids are lergely responcible for this confusion.
British Druidism was lergely solar orientated vhereas its Gallic counterpart was
influenced by the lunar magic of the pre-Druidic adepis. The British Druids
used beads and glass baubles as badges and passports that the bearer wes initisted.
Many oZ thesce "Druidls eggs" were speciclly concentrated beads and arulets. The
anguinum was mot kmown in I-eland. The reason given by Llhwyd the antiguarian
wvas as follows:

"The Druid decirine szbout the Glain lleidr obtains very much throughout Scotland,
as well as lowlands and highlands, but there is not a word of it in this kingdon
(i.e. Irclzond) where as taere are no snoltes they could not propogate it. Besides
snoke stones, the highlanders heve their smell snail stones, paddock stones, ctc.
to vhich they attribute their special virtues and wear them s arulets'.

The 15th Century tiniature on Page 95 of Venetia Newall's "Encyclopedia of
“litchcraft & lingic' suggests that the nedieval French Craft has been influenced
by the tenets of Gallic Druidism. Patrick Xemnedy in his "Fiction of the Irish
Celts" relates how the Chief Druid of Ireland went to investigate a sacred fire
Iincéled by the first Caristian rionks. Mihat wean these incantations?! cried the
Druid, curiously looking at the books, so unlike their wooden staves and tcblets.!
One stresses that wany Hereditary end Traditional covens still delineate their
boundaries with wooden stavesl

The 15th century niniature also suggestis that unedieval French Crafters still
knew the seccret of the "serpent's egg". The guartz szheres near the feel of the
kneeling candicate were intended to boost the '"ley energy" availeble. The French
clergy brutslly attempted to discourage the peasantry frou covening at the tra-
ditional ley centres and many stone circles were demolished irith villages built
on the sacred sites. The terrain in the minioture clearly indicates that the
Crafters have convened at an old ley centre, The cuartz spheres reczlace the
cuartz in the olcd standing stonesl  The aduission ceremony is conducted at night
and one suggests that the consciousness of the condidate would have been trons-
figured by the "3erpent's egg'.

iven the euinent Dudley iright failed to understand the true import of the
nserpent's egg". He states on page 100 of "Druidism: the Ancient Foith of
Britain" the following: "The Druids thetiselves were called HNadredd or snakes by
the elsh bards and the whole of the tale mentioned by Pliny has a mystical
reference to the difficulty of attaining Druidical seccrets and the danger of
disclosing then. There is, of course, no doubt that the cbjiect of Druidic
superstition was merely artificial',

The Druids were rightly tormed "snales! bocause they were the priests of tne
Solar Force. The coiled serpent wes the symbol for both the Solar Force and

/.-.-..’.—that is termed todf\_y._..
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kno I "ley energy". The "Serpent's egg" was orized as tho-w

wled?e oo Druidic Mystories. The worthiest candidate for the Mysteries

the Moo ore than hunen" when the outnouring coincident with a specific phase qf
1 itparted the ultimate initiation. .

LuGH

Pty

Tho latest publication by Lord Strathloch, the Reve Lnuren?a
is a uscful reference book on "The Syubolism of Teuple Archi=
tecture" ang is available from the author at Huntington Castle, Colegal, Znnis-
Corthy, Zire at £1.25. 0f special interest is the opening suggestion that the
Temples of the Goddess evolved from the basic pronise of a naked wouan who acted
as'the living altar end personificd the Life Force. In ancient times it was the
Priestess of the Goddess, or rather her semual parts, which were the object of ‘
acoration and worship. The principle is excmplified by the figurines of tie Bd
Great lother with breasts and sudende exaggerated found in neolithic caves, the ;
Sheela-ne-gig icages with grotocuely displayed cunni, often found in medieval ;
Christian churches, and the statues of the Goddess with yoni exposed for worship J
by her devotees featured in the Tantric art of ancient and modern India.

‘hen the temple siructures becane ore sophisticated in Greece, Roue, Egypt
and Chalcdea their sexual symbolisnm wes also modified to suit the new ideas. The
gateway to the temple represented the labuinm, the passage was the vagina and the
"holy of holies", vherc the rites of the liysieries were celebrated often in an
underground crynt, symbolised the womb of the Great Mother GoddessSe.

Consciously or subconsciously, prehistoric monuments such as Stonehenge and
kvebury (together with some burial mounds like New Grange in Eire which were
originally used for initiation rites) with their avenues of stones (vagina) and
circles of standing stones (womb) expressed in different terms the same orotic
synbolisn based on the worship of Life and its primary source.

Despite these sublindtions the temples of the Goddess are still recognizable
a5 sacred glyphs of the female body representing the creative power of the
feninine principle knowm as the Great lother. ;

Durr.‘.in-Robertson,
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MYSTERY lAlle lobst readers of TC will have heard the name Carlos Castaneda and
nasny will be faniliar with his boolks describing a magical apprenticeship to a
Yacui Indian sorcerer, Don Juan. The authenticity of thease events has recently
been challenged in the States by erities who clairmthat Juan is a figment of the
imagination of Castaneda. 2ven if this is true it hardly deters from the impact
of the teachings given in the books which describe other levels of reality and
spiritual perceztion achieved tarough the use of natural psychedelic agents such
as peyote and the sacred mushroon. Despite extensive publicity Castaneda himself
rebaing a nysterious figure. The elusive element to iis character was recently
highlighted by Stephen Reno of Leicester University vho wrote an article on
Castancda for the BBC periodical "The Listener" in April this yeax:, A drawving
of the subject of the article (he avoids photographers like the plague) was re-
produced alongside the text but unfortunately, due to the printer!s error half
the face of tie sketch was accidentally (?) crased'. Reno links this odd
happening with a sinmilar experience reported by a Professor fricend of his in the
States who attenpted, none too successfully as it transpired, to tape a lecture
given by Castaneda. hen he returned hone and played back the tape he found the
introduction to the talk, by another spealier, was intact but the following thirty
pinutes, vhich featured the sorcerer's aporentice was mysteriously wiped cleanl

ADULT ZEDUCATIONAL ZNLIGHTZHIGIIT? e were interested to note tlxt local adult

evening classes on Comparative Religion include such studies as Christianity,

Buddhisp, Islam and Witcherafil  Ironically, the classes are being held in a
cormmnity centre owiaed by the local Rouan Catholic Church which is either a sign
of broadninded tolerance or conpletely blissful ignoreance.

e hope the formor
applies.

HIRCULES & HERIES.  Anthony Roberts! latest book "Sowers of Thunder: Giants in
Tiyth & History (Rider & Co.) features a photograzh of e Breton standing stone
carved with two figures he indentifies as Celtic versions of Hermies and Hercules.
The latter is almost identical with the famous Cerne fbbas giant and holds aloft
2 club. However, not mentioned by Roberts, is the left arm of Hercules which

is symbolically deformed and hangs so low the fingers of the hand touch the feet
of the figurel One possible explanation for this oddity is that the club or
wand held by Hercules in hiis right hand is draving dowm energy from the slcy which
is earthed by the left hand touching the ground. Altornatively the figure nay
represent the charging of the magical wend with ocarth energy. The Serpent
coiling down between the two figures on the sitone affers further evidende that

[eeeotliis is a gymbol
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this is a synbol of the prehistoric Old Religion, vhose :‘-‘;:Id Wi;:h enticipation
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were adepts of the ancient Barth Mysteries. UWe lozl Study of British Mythological

to Anthony Roberts!' next boolt "Shadows of Heaven. and the megalithic

Patterns" which promises to be a definative study of geouancy

sciences, Bl
rchange

READERS SZRVICES., The following services arc available from TC fr?e 12 ?r neople
for a stanped zddressed envelope or I.R.C.: Pagen M,B-E‘Eil- 4 de&-‘lgr-le : "'self
vho do not have access to cover or giroup Y.'mr.i:-i‘l;‘g"s- (Please note v no. = List
initiation" rite or anything to do with D.I.Y. witchcraft coursesl). EG-a‘EIE‘g“‘“‘w
a concise listing of recommended books on the Old Religion, available either in
chean paperback editions or from your local 1ibrarye. Festival Flora - a s
strated list of flowers & planis sacred to the eigit pagan celebrations and last
but most important as far as we are concermed, Healing: is offered free to T.C.
readers, their friends and relatives. Just send us the name and address of the
Person concerned and we will place them on our daily healing list,.

HEREDITARY WITCHCRAFT - AN ALTERNATIVE VIEZVPOINT. It was both interesting o
read the contribution on 'Hereditary Witcheraft® in TC1i0 and yet nerturbing to
sense the "ex cathedra! spectre hovering over the article. “Thether a report is
concerned with such things as infant mortality, delincuency, political swing or
indeed the subject matter at issue - each and all a factor in human behavicur
and/or attitudes - an attenpt must be made to produce consistant and logical
theories by the proven technique of sociology. Any such study, thercfore, makes
full use of scientific principles and applies rules and experimental procedures,
such as Tegional/national surveys and stotistical interchange with whatever reports
are extanct, in an endeavour to arrive at the truth or indicate a degree of simil-
arity or magnitude that the system, group or socicty be better understood.

Unfortunately, novhere in the article was the extent of Lugh's perscnal, and I
would expect in-depth and lengthy, groundwork documented. That the Hereditary
Craft "comprises many disparate factions' is cuitec understandable. ZEarly society
was an amalgan of complex family structures which were essentially parochial and
self contained, Fanilies tended to embrace three or more generations vertically
and several degrees of kinship horizontally to include in-laws and cousins. Such
cxtended family groups therefore, in terms of religious traditions, remained
relatively unafiected by external idealology on account of the parochial and
autonomous climate which was a feature of the tirmes wiren, apart from the self-
supporting life style of the group, wmovenent over any great distance was inhibitead
by the unrefined travel node of the era. A 30 nile journey on foot would have
been a considerable event in the life of a villager.

It is obvious, therefore, that there were many traditions which differed fairly
widely in religious practicalities and observances, in the naming of the Deities
and to a reasonable extent in other minor concepts. All this being the case
there could be and was no regional, let alone national organisation of religion:
so we can put aside all concepts of a pagan cauivalent of the Roman Church,
Anglican or Church of Scotland with standardised daily nissil, book of corron
prayer and bock of cotmicn order respectively together with stereotyped national
"liturgical setting! or uniform ritual procedures, The "several infallible
criteria mentioned in the article in TC10 by Lugh are therefore entirely fall-
acious and appcar to be, although I sincerely hope that this is not the case,
another attenpt to maintain the supposed authenticity of a select few. My owm’
fapily tradition and the traditions of another "Hereditary! groun stemming fron
sone only 80 miles distance from our point of origin, together with a few "Hered-
itary" Gaels, all differ fairly widely in many respects; but what is very import-
ant is that we agree to differ, recognize the rights of each to diffex and con-
secuently interact cordially and maintain constant cotmmnication. hat is
pormon to these few scparate "lereditary! tradition is the complete absence of
sexual induction or indeed semual rites of any physical nsture (i7e are all con-
cerned about the various degrees of incest which could evolve in such situations,
for exanmple where a father deflowers his daughter or an aunt sexually initiates
her nephew, c¢tcs This we would find personally abhorrent end, in the present
day, crininall)

Other points of similarity, wo found, were the absence of foreign or alien
termgs and gradal systens - be these latter Continental or lasonic = the absence
of a circle in vhich to worship or work and lastly the fact that none of us haa
ever thought of ourselves as "litches" or "Crafters". Our beliefs to us have
never been the "Old Religion" or the "0lad Faith! but a siuple acceptance of
that which formed part of our daily existence and eould not be separated fromn
ite I gpeak nov for my family alono: Tho word "eoven" is found nowhere in

the heritage but what is used is the 1 A "Guerin' and another which means both
«sssllOUSE OT




M"Hougfu or 'wrarbanan, The worship is led by a wouan not a Dan. om-.mlo couni'-
Lo mot called o Miagister® or any other latin term - in assisting in the

tglous side or fanily lifc is the "Kynron". The place of worship is b p g
bY 2 word vhich tay be translated as "over! or iCastlel, this being erected
W‘ith the hel'-_) ot the "chw-ydll’ to start, and the "Gl-rayw“ to fi_nish". Both of
these are weapons, termed two of''the weapons of the Gods', but neither is a
blacde or wand,

‘:Ie are taught, in sympathy with Lugh's belief, that being born into such a W
fan:.]:y does not constitute an "open sesame! to the fanily Hysteries. Only when F»
one is decned suitable, by their ovm observed actions and proven terperament, dc: ol
they undergo the "lbwysiad" or adoption ceremony. e are also in agreement with 24
the statements concerning a "Book of Shadows" and rituals. lost information was, !

and still is, passed from "mouth to ear" and as tmch of the substance of the rites
is woven around fanily legends, the acting out of these legends and the intent is
more important that the spoken word = especially out of doorSe

Iy apologies go to Lugh, who by nope is obviously of Gaelic hereitage, and to
others to whon Middle llelsh is a strange tongue but the above family terms and
fuch more were passed on in this language and we feel it is right to maintain
their use, These few points from our tradition corroborate soue of Lughts state-
ments and refute others but this most certainly does not imply that we, are any-
one else for that matter, are the guardians of the correct and only systel applicr
able to this country as a whole. In this era of proliferating bureaucracy and
increasing constraints on individualization, may the Gods preserve us from yet
amother standardised or nationalised structurel

Each sinply possesses that which was gifted by his or her forbears and which
is right for that family alone. Viewed in this light "disparate factions! of
the "Hereditary Craft" would seldou pot recognize one another and wany vibrant
colours would again shine fron the l;gs—ent pathetic little picture that it be
vorthier of the appreciation of the High Ones. Ithronydd

LUGH REPLIES: I enjoyed Athronydd!s reply to ry artiele in TC10. However,
Hereditary covens cannot be tabulated by the proposed sociological instrumentation.
Sociology is concerned¢ with demonstroble facts. llothing which can be predicted
about the Hereditary Craft is demonstrable. ts objective ecxistence is disputed.
No "Hereditary" coven can substantiatc its pretceusions. It is pertinent that
Athronydd cited no social docunentation to corroborate the claims advancedl

Athronydd is surely the only Hereditary Crafter who would welcome a social-
ogical survey of the Craft. llo Hereditary coven in England would countenance
such an ill-advised proposal. There have been earlier advocates of such an
undertalzing, but these nisguided men believed themselves to be Christians, Pope
Tnnocent VIII authorised the first major sociological survey of witchcraft.
Kramer and Sprenger, two very zcalous sociological field workers, jointly compiled
the definate textbook on the subject. This "Mallous Malefiracum!, or "The Harmer
of Witches", has undoubtedly influenced nore court verdicts that the combined
literary endeavours of most other sociologists. lany Crafters may be atmused
by the marked Hereditary penchant for secrecy. However, the Pentagon Probe
report on Page 5 of TC11 may incline them to accept that "Hereditary" covens are
not parancic for stress ing the need for secrccy. Hereditary Crafters have always
equated secrecy with survivall

Lthronydd is a singularly apt non-de-plume for one vho eschews semial induction.
The gonder is indeterminablel The non-de-pluue means "I am the Teacher'. I
apologise to Athronydd for my levity., Iy failure to cite social documentation
to vindicate the opinions expressed in TC10 certainly deserved a rebuke.

It is significant that the "lialleus lMalificarunm" makes no mention of a Book
of Shadows or Kabbalistic weaponsl Willian Voods has given us a superb sunnary
of the Mworking tools" of the 15ih century witches on page 177-178 of "A History
of the Devil', which is quoted below.

npceording te the "lalleus", as soon as a suspect has been arrested his house
had to be searched and any articles usable for Witcheraft taken away. & cat,
a powderbox, a pot of salve, thread, bits of wax, hair collected in a comb and
nail parings, these were evidence of evil intent",

It is nonsensical to arguc that men of the caliblre of Kramer and Sprenger
did not know vhat they were seeking as evidence of witcheraft, Gerald Garcdner's
pourile attempts to explain away the ladk of documentation for the "Athane" and el
the ''sword! should decieve nobody. )

The 15th century French niniature, discussed by me in TC11, can also be cited b
as "gocial documentation'". This painting is the most accurate portrayal of the gt
rites of the medieval Witch Cult. One looks in vain for any Book of Shadows ’
or Kabbalistic weaponsl  The conspicuous absence of a Book and metal tools is ﬁ

raordinary to say the leacgt,

/+eeeThis French female orientated.. o
A
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This Prench fennle orientated Cult wes the principal forerunnor of the &;dneria?
Persuasion] a ¥ : ;
Cynical Crafters may choose to believe that lessrs. Gnrc‘.::nfr' .:nu'Cri'Jl:i";’:r:Ge
uncul influenced by the Seottish Craft, lany Hereditery witcaes in .jcoc;l st
the black hilted "soean @t yhen casting spells and directing their uagi > Le
This nractice never obtained in Zngland. One recalls that both Ga.z.:dner‘ an
Aleister Crowley sported a "seean Dhu" when attired in full Highland regz:zliﬂl
Frank Soyth has pertinently observed that Gardner was busy collecting knives and
Swords Iron early childhood, (vide Smythe's "Modern Vitcherafi!). ?ntereated
Crafters way care to examine the plates in "The Key of Solowon!! to verify from
whence Gardner derived the sigils for the athame. /n "obscure weapon" featured
O one of these plates has the "Gardnerian'' sigils engraved on the hilt! One
can but wonder how Alex Sanders obtained the sigils on the "Alexandrian! athame?
The published statement that he claimed to recognize his ielsh grandmotherts ;
rituals in "The Key of Solovont nay not be without foundation. (vide June Joha's %
"King of the Uitches'), ;
It is appropriate at this stage to comment on the retarkable uniforuity of |
wording in both the "Gardnerian! and "Llexandrian" Book of Shadows! One states
categorically that the Znglish Hereditary Craft never used any Book of ShadouSe B
It is pertinent that both Gardner and Crowley had a perchant for all things /
Scottish, Scottish covens dig keep a Black Book of Rites and Rulesz. It is also
significant that both Gardner ard Crowley had been admitted into surviving ren- g
nants of theriline Qoveons founded by "Old" Goo:rge Pickingill; f£i7a 7
B Y However, a uniforu list of Rules was appended to the rituals ‘
of each of the line Covens, The list of rules in the Gardnerian Book of Shadows
closely adheres to the Pickingill fornat. One can but marvel that Alex Sanders
Velsh grandmother apparently received an zloost identical appendix from her Here-
ditary forcbears in iUalesl It is also perplexing that direct cuotes Ifrom- ud-
yard Kipling and Crovley appear in the "Alexandrian! Bool: of Shadows} The rind
really boggles when Athronydd assures us that the Welsh Hereditery Craft knows
absolutely nothing about the so=called Book of Shadows. I do not need Athron- .4
ydd!'s assurance on this issue. Iy matermal grandmother was WYelsh and on Here- 1
ditary Crafter toc bootl I am nerfectly satisfied that no Hereditary coven in '
Jales ever used a Boolz of Shadows ox Kabbalistic weapons, e/
I wish to associate myself with the views exprecsed by Cecil Williamson on Ere
page % of TCii, I¥ is certain that the lone 1&1:-01 ritches lmow nothing either i
of the so-called Book of Shadows or Ko ba.listic.?ap?gfh " researches on the Here-
ditary Craft extend over two decades, Williamson should have explained that .
these lone wrise wonen use certain lobjects! to direct their will, These 'obe-
Jects” differ considerably depending on the personal preference of the "yitcht, .
Fany Cunning len in Zast Anglia use o picce of rope te work cures. I have seen i
one ancient Cunning lan use bird feathiers as an adjunct for his spells, Rope,
string, thread, straw, feathers, wooden objects, any vegetable matier fron trees, 275
or growing crops, staves and walking sticks are but sonie of the "objects!" used. b7t
Sceptical Crafters may care to exanine the extant illustrations of historial

i

2 English witches. These crones are frecuently depicted with staves or walking
sticlis.,  Any observent Crafter should be able to discern a subtle differcnce okl
between the two walking sticks held by some "ritches! in old wood cuts. The 15
hendle of the "Blasting" rod is fashioned differently from the handle of the
"heal ing" rod. I stress to add that historical Crafters believed that metal
was inimical to "spirit forces',

The chapter on the Esscx village of Canewdon in "The Eneyclopedia of Uitche

E’- crait and Demonology" suggests the reacon vhy Znglish witches never used a knife
with a meial blade. Canewdon villagers are reported to have placed a knife

E’;.’p with an iron or steel blade under the mat at the front door to prevent a witch
5 from entering the house, I can testify that superstitous yokels in Tast

Anglia still follow the customl  The belief that a knife with a metal blade
b, could incapacitate a witch is certainly one of ihe oldest and widespread super-
stitions to be found in Znglish folklore. 0ld rustics in virtually cvery
English county vill recount that witches and goblins will flee interror if a
Imife is pointed at then. The standard nothod of curing a "bewitchedh person
in yural Ingland was to hurl a knife over their headl!  The metal in the blade

was reputed to drive away the fomiliar. It scens odd, to say the least, that ‘}?
Gardner would have us believe that Bnglish witchos favoured the one safeguard

-Z,: that protected peasonts from "Jitcheraft"] T suggest that our English yolels
. knov tore about historical witcheraft that do our contenporary Revived Crafters,
bz who are often wmiddle class in origin. Tt is pertinent that few Gardnerinng

or "Alezandrians" appear to have recruited from fere: labourers or other rustics,
Sinple country people would ridicule the wotion that English witches evor tlayeq

with Imives] PR T s .




i %
va:° au: i /v °“‘°)¥W docunontation to esteblish that sexuel mm:h ,
craft tr?.:lmm"f? ture of Craft aduigeion. Tho literature concarning witche
in Zngl fuate with correborative ovidence. This is ecually truo of trialo
how I dand, Scotland and Prance. 1 apelogisoe to Athronydd for not oxplaining
548 ctornined the "several infallible eritoria! which distinguish tho Hore=
:lm-.cer'Y Craft. I relied on o corroborated ferily tradition and porsonal expor=

*«  Lthronydd adopnted a similar nothod.

I bolieve I have cncountored eight "Hereditary! covans whieh aro veriously
ferpeliot I8 Jssex, lorfollk, Udiltshire, Sonorsot and ‘larwiclkehire. Thoir unifore-
ity of belief cannot be coincidental whon one considors the geographienl distences
hWOZI:Ved. I would concede that wy own family tradition influenced tho Bant
Anglicn covens. Iy parent coven was allogedly founded by a patornal forebear
In the 18th contury. I soe mo reason to dispute wy fanily traditions — Our orig-
ins can be traced to the 11th contury and have been adeguatoely documented evor
Since. 1y kin are ranlked as one of the throo principel "Horeditary! fomilios
in East /nglia,
: LUGH

-

Further articles by Lugh on the Hereditary Craft and tho nodieval French witch
cult will be published in Issues 15 & 24 of T.C. iid.

THE SOCIAL TIMAGE OF THE UITCH. Our opponents (past and present) have frocuently
depicted the witch as a social leper and the lowest newber of the cotrminity in
which she or he lived, This type of insiduous propogandn is totally falae for
before the benefits of the Welfare State the village wisowokian or cunning Lian was
the midwife, herbalist and doctor to the rural commmnity tending to both the
spiritual and physical needs of their follow country folk. An exatiple of the
valued role played by the witch in the social strata in historical times iz given
by the portait of a male witch with his familiar descrribed by Dr. lMargaret bHurray
in one of her many contributions to '"Follklore" magamine. The painting dating from
the 17th Century depicts a bald, moon faced man clad in a faery greonl hood, with
bells as decorations like a jester!s cap, and o rusget hued jerlzine He holds in
his strong arms a cat, vhich is the traditional brindle colouring of a witch's
feline coupanion, that is obviously the familiar of the painting's title. The
fact that the witch posed for this painting and an artist was commissioned to
execute it suggests that the image of witches at this poricd gseens in need of
sone revision.

Supporting the role of the witch in society is the matter of the specizl cos- .
tune worn by sobe of then to denote their colling. A 13th century examplo can
be found in Scandanavian sources describing tho unusual atiire of a witeh or
priestess of the Old Religion. She wore a badger skin cap over a vhite catskin
hood, a cloak edged wilh senmi-precious stones and on the belt, that held together
her long tunic, a calf skin pouch containg heibs and armlets. She earried o gtasf
of office carved wiil: runic symbols and toppred by a silver orb. iUriting in 1584,
Reginald Scot, the Kent lawyer and author of "The Discoverie of Titcherafth, uen-
tions a kind of unifoim worn by tiale witches of high ranl:. Such attire sooms to
have survived today for as late as 1946 there is a mention in "Folltlore! of coro-
monial regalia in Bast Anglia passed on from witch to witch. This consisted of
threc small skins of weasel, stoat or polecate worn between the broasts and around
the neck as a kind of collar.  Special costume decorations of this type were
apparently worn by some Suffollk witches in the pre-uvar years. ‘

HHe
PRICRITIIS. Tor some time now TC has been a voice crying out in the wilderness
Tor the protection of Stonehenge frow vandalism, — The latest incident, when so-
called “enimal welfare" protestors daubed the stones with slogans in red paint,
has highlighted the urgent need for tieasures to preserve this vory important
national heritage. Unfortunately, thie authorities in their usual burbl ing
fashion seen to have over-reactod judging by the horror stories of barbed wire
coiled over the stones at the Druid cercmony in June. One hopes this wag only
a temporary measure pending the oreetion of some sort of peruanent, and ecologi-
cally pleasing, enclosurel This point aside, we would lilte to tialze the ob-
servation that the people who are demonstrating against the proservation of Stone-
henge have their priorities wrong. They should be concentrating their energies
instead on saving the Callanish stone circle on the Isle of Lewis in Scotland -
threatened with demolition by North Sea 0il developors - the ploughing up of the
Gog Magog hill figures in Cambridgoshire - or caupaigning for the proservation
of numerous other encient monuments threatened by the coubined forces of public
ignorence, faceless beaucracy and the demand for agricultural land,
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VAGAZTIZS & : £ ioti =zchange advertisers "
SSoZlES & PUBLICATIONS. 4 free listing for exchange & 50p from 142

ALBIOW the new national magamine of the Ancient British Mysteries. 35
Pheasant Hill Rise, Bar Hill, Cembridge. *** CASTLE RISHIG nagen newla::-srs 2US
or £3.50 per chnum frow 1730 Wasee St., Denver, Colorado 80202, U.S.A. % ISHZ
Bagazine featuring research into leys, stone circles, folllore & the Eavy e TS
35p. (Blank P.0.) from Ignews, Bl Bulletin, London, U.C.l. *** THZ AQUARLAI
FESTIVAL NEYUS LETTIR gives all news concerning tie Aquarian Festival '79 & monthly
weetings Sub, £2.00 per an. from Joan Andrews, 16a Franconia Rd. Londons S-'w':l*-
*** VOR TRU is an Ieelondic pagan newsletter of tho Old llorse Religion, Published
quarterly in Znglish, §5 or £3 notes for sub from Zirilur Thorarinsson, 2922 South
Yarvin jvenue, Tucson, Arizona 85730, U.S.A. *** PICUIMIARD nagacine of Wessex
leys and folklore. 353 single issue or £2,00 sub from Picwinnard Press, Hythe
Bow, Cheddar, Somerset. *** RAGIAROK. Controversial magasine for occultists of
all paths. 25p from 17 Culvert St. Blackburn, Lancs. *** THE HEIRMETIC JOURNAL
on alchemy, Western Occultism, etc. £1.00 or $3 from 12 Antigua St., Zdinburgh,
Scotland, *** ACTION FOR PSYCHIC =COLOGY pro=vegan & anti-vivisection nagasine
with occult theme. 30p from 160 Glen fLlbyn Rd. London. S.U.19. *** LANTSRI maga-
Sine of Tast Anglian loys, folklore & UFO's. 4 issues 90p from I.Bunn, 3 Dunwich
Jay, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft, Suffolk. *** COVIN magaszine 25p from 303 Cauldwell

11 Rd., Ipswich (Occult, witchcraft, etc). *** THD PAGAN VAY wmagazine 35p from
Loates Lone, Uatford., *** THI COMEIG AGD magazine of the Goddess 35p from 40 St.
Johns Rd,, Cxford. *** SUT ANUBIS occult magazine frou 73 Kettering Rd., Northamp-
ton. *** THE LIY HUIITER Xhe magaszine of the Earh Mysteries 50p or £3.00 per annut
from P.0. Box 152, Loncdon. N.10, *** TIISIGHT journal of the occult including
Ancient British Mysteries, Uitchcraft, Pagan Ways, Occult Fraternities, Cere-
uonial Magic, ete. 50p or £2.00 ($5) for sub from 118 Vindham Road, Bourmetouth,
Dorset.

__ngTICAILD?.I-DHS. In.a recent issue of TC we exonmined the changing role of the
Papacy and predicted various drematic cvents,. Things have not gquite turned ocut
as_we thought at the time of writing a politieally avare East Zuropean Cardinal
ha been clected to manage the Catholic breun racy and the Archbishopn of Conter-
bury hos attended the new Pope's induction, This ig the first time that such
an exccutive of the Anglican Church has done this since the Refortiation. The
significonce of recent evenis will become clearer as time passes but in the mean-
tine we will wait and scee before comrenting further.

However, what are we to uake of the rccent senscotional report claiming that
"demonic possesscion! broke out in the Vatican last year? During the "Satanic"
happening nuns levitated, vonited toads and suffered uncontrollable screaning
fits, Tho says so? Two exorcists vho were called in by Pope Paul to deal
with the disturbance. It all sounds like a bizarre scenario from an earky Ken
Russell rnovie.

YULE C/RDS. It iz alvays a problem what to send to pagan friends in the way of
Yule greetings. This year an alternative exists in the shape of six pagan®
cards, illustrated with a black & vhite scene, and with the words of old English
carols printed inside, which are restores to their original non-Christisn
teanings. Sets ere available at 75p. fron 381 Marine Road, Morecanbe, Lancs.

THE VIZEUS expressed in the pages of this newsletter reflect a broad spectrun of iz
Craft belief and opinion. They are not necessarily those of the Editor, unless Faal
specifically indicated. i

TC is a non-profit making venture supported by readers subscriptions and donations
# from Craft members. It is en independant, unbiased forum for the exchange of

e news, vieus and information on vitcheraft, folklore and paganism. It is pub-
lished 4 times a year on the dates of the seasonal festivals. Short articles,
interesting news items and book reviews are welcomed for inclusion.

SINGLE OOPIES of TC are 20p. (Blark P.0.) & Issues 80p. (Blark P.0.) or £1 note
5 issues, postpaids U.S. & Overseas §2 bills cash, L issues Air Mailed or the
equivalent in local currency notes. lNo checues accepted,

Address ALL correspondence(and Orders) enclosing a stamped addressed ‘a‘welope

(or 2 International Reple Coupons overseas) if a personal reply is required, to
MICE HOVARD, 18a Church Hill, Purley, CR2 3qi, Surney, SaalaSe" 5t
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