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political agenda. Many feminists rejected Gerald Gardner and his works as ‘patriarchal’ and
‘homophobic’, while still using Wiccan ritual elements like the Charge of the Goddess
without sometimes, apparently, realising their origin. In the 1980s we had the ‘Satanic ritual
abuse’ scare, with sensational court cases in the Orkneys, Rochdale, Epping and West Wales.
Despite the fact that witches, pagans and occultists did not feature in these cases it had a large
impact. In the 1990s we saw a revival of interest in traditional witch ways, cunning folk and
solitary Craft, as well as, paradoxically, calls for neo-paganism to be transformed into a new
organised religion for the Aquarian Age.

Over the years TC has reflected all these developments. Since 1976 each issue has been a
deliberate mixture of articles, regular features, news items and views conceming all aspects of
witchcraft, paganism, folklore and Earth Mysteries. In the late 1970s we led the field with a
pioneering feature called Econews examining links between ecology and the neo-pagan
worldview. Both it and our Ancient News feature reporting on the latest archaeological
discoveries, have been shamelessly copied by more recent magazines. We don’t mind. As
well as publishing historical material, TC has also highlighted contemporary issues such as
the ‘Satanic ritual abuse’, the threats to our sacred sites from tourism and vandalism and
attacks on religious freedom by the fundies. We have also had a policy of re-printing
interesting articles from other magazines whose readership does not usually overlap with
ours. AnimponantfeatureofeachissueofTChasbemmrcmnprehmsiwmiewnaionof
new books, magazines and music. We know from your letters, and the readers’ survey forms,

- that you especially appreciate our extensive coverage of new books.
 We have been very lucky over the years to have built up a hard-core of excellent writers and
artists. Many of these are professionals who have given their services free and in this 100*

issue we have some specially commissioned articles on practical aspects of ritual and magick.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed to TC over the

years, as without you the magazine would not exist. Although we always have a large
backlog of articles to publish, we always welcome new writers. You don’t have to be a

px_'éfeséioi:al‘oranexpe:tIfymhavesomethipgoﬁginalandintemdingtosaj,ﬂn:wem
to hear from you. o i 3 ¥

"~ TC has always been independent and sometimes idiosyncratically so. It has never been the

- mouthpiece of any particular organisation, group or tradition. This gives us the freedom to
speakﬁaelyandanwseanymeweﬂnnkdeserv&sm In the past some people have had some

 very peculiar ideas about TC and where it is coming from. We were once famously described
as ‘a Gardnerian newsletter’ and have also been accused of promoting Satanism! Your editor

has also been labelled a Tory and a Manist — so our non-party political stance must work!
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Such extreme views at least prove that we seem to be catering for all tastes out there in
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Exalted art Thou as the Emperor in the Northern Gateway of Power!
All-hail to Thee as the Leader of the Eight Gods in the Retinue of Bha!
We revere Thee as Our Protector, Our Consort and Our Brother -
Eternal Guide to all who stray, self-abandoned to seek paradise in exile!
Hail to Thee as the Eight-armed Giant, Magister of the Dragon’s brood!
We summon Thee to the Blood-acre by the lych-light of the Dying Sun.
We call to Thee with word and deed, above the Sign of the Open Grave

Be Thou before us as the Bone-white Man, the Skeletal Lord of Light!
Let space be Thy flesh and bone be Thy form: Thy stature eclipsing the sky.
For lightning-bolts do adorn Thee and storm-clouds are a halo around Thee.
Thy face is the skull, the death’s-head oracle, laughing in all adversity.
Thine eyes reveal the dual abyss, shining bright in voidful darkness.

Thy heart is a seething spider’s nest, strung on a fiery web between the bone-beams of Thy
breast. Thy phallus is the minaret of joy rais’d for the world’s delight; unto whom all djinn
must turn in prayer and from whence the Serpent’s holy seed is scattered - to baptise the
world in all misrule!

Thine are the hooves of the He-goat, cloven to walk in all worlds alike.
Here reveal Thyself a-dancing, gleaming in splendour on the burial mound!
Hail to Thee as the Corpse-king, proud as any man in the bed of marriage!

In Thy four hands, seen and unseen, are the weapons of Thy dominion -
the signs of the power that Thou dost wield in gestures of shadow and light.
Thou bearest a flute that the wind doth play, carved of a holy man’s femur.
Thou bearest the Book of Judgement, fill’d with the names of all blessed and wise; above
whose pages a quill doth move - untouch’d by hand or soul.
Thou bearest a cursing-stave of blackthorn, a sword of unmelting ice,
an endless rosary of mourners’ tears and an hourglass of ashen remains.
All seasons begin and end with Thy dance, for Thy Hand doth command the Millstones of
Time. Thou dost reveal the Mystery of Faith, for Thou bearest the Image of both Truth and
Lie: the speaking mirror and the silent mask.

The covine should kneel before the Lord to make offerings of imaginal or mental sacrifice:-

Before Thee we offer the earth-sign, drawn in grain and serpent-skin.
Upon Thine altar, the rose-strewn grave, we offer the sacrifice of images, here wrought in

our mind for Thy pleasure and honour:- a broken idol of clay, offfered in the name of every
rn by every faith - the scrolls that tell of each trespass’d

pantheon; the scriptures forswo

law; a child, naked of chrisom, innocent of faith and promised to none; a severed head

from the holiest of men; a skull from a horse that knew no mortal master; a heart-fill'd
chalice from the martyrs of heresy; and a golden flame lit for our fallen brethren.

O’ Mahazhael! Our Sovereign Witch-father!
Accept these our offerings, both fair and foul,
and turn all to serve the empowerment of Thy presence here among us!
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Change to occur mn conformity with Will’. [11] When we consider that the art of the farmer or
plant steward was at one time surrounded by considerable reverence and religious mystery,
the rubric which encapsulates horticultural cunning and craft is not that different from that of
sorcery.

In certain texts Cain’s knowledge of farming was taken to be an artifice, ‘forcing the
ground’, or going against the laws of God or nature. However, The Book of Adam and Eve
bears the following passage in relation to the knowledge of farming, expressing a nearly
opposite idea: ‘And the Lord God sent divers seeds by Michael the archangel and gave to
Adam and showed him how to work and till the ground, that they might have fruit by which
they and their generations might live.” [12] This puts forward an idea common to many
ancient religions; that of the divine or supematural origin of certain crops and the skills with
which to grow and employ them. [13], a theme to which we will retumn.

Another ancient text, this time an Armenian Adambook, bears a reference to Cam the
Agrarian, which bears some relation to the art of magick and sorcery: ‘And the Lord was
wroth with Cain, andasahandﬁxlofdustiscarriedawaybythewind, so he scattered all his
harvest of com and destroyed all his riches, so that not even an ear of corn could be found.’
[14] Here Yahweh’s anger is manifest in the magical destruction of Cain’s crops. But given
the vast array of punishments which this particular deity was capable of meting out (plague,
war, death, insects, destruction by fire etc) it is striking that the ruination of crops was
chosen. Toa man who is a farmer, he who by his will coaxes green things from the earth, the
magical smiting of his crops is a very personal act. It is possible what we are witnessing in
the Adambook is a ‘war of magical wills® between Yahweh and Cain. This wilful aspect of
Cain may also be interpolated through his aspect as Tubal-Cain, the smith and artificer in
metals, for a wilful mind is not only required for the shaping and crafting of metal, it has
z:fvfs be intimately associated with metal in idioms such as ‘iron will” and “steeling one’s
wi'l]}‘e aspect of Cain as Agrarian has other significance besides the simple implication of a

strong enough ‘to force the ground.” In the Traditional Craft one stream of knowledge is

_ ;T:mmg,or the magical knowledge of plants. [15] This often encompasses healing,
it E-'::rhng. and highly specialised leaming of the virtues 'of herbs. In The Book of Adam
we have seen that Cain was bom ‘shining’ and holding a blade of grass and that one
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INVOCATION OF THE SABBATIC GOAT-FATHERS

Robert Fitzgerald

_ln the Sabbatic Craft there are no banishing rituals, so-called. There are cleansing rites and
rites of exorcism, but it is not believed necessary or desirable to banish those spirits and
deities blessed unto Our Arte. The following rite was conceived on the heels of myriad
workings with the Sabbatic Watchers of the First Circle, namely Zhamael, Azhazael, Azhael,
Mahazhael and their ingressing offspring, Ozzhazael. It was mitially inspired by
contemplation upon the Lesser Banishing Pentagram, native to many Westen ceremonialist
schools of magick, but most especially the form as utilised by Aleister Crowley. The purpose
and function of this banishing rite is to ground the Magician and to establish a circle of
protection within which to work. It also serves as a way to clear one’s temple of all intrusive
or negative influences. There is, however, a much deeper meaning. Crowley writes in a
footnote to his Palace of the World: * Those who regard this ritual as a mere device to invoke
or banish spirits, are unworthy to possess it. Properly understood, it is the Medicine of Metals
and the Stone of the Wise.’

What Crowley is referring to is the Quintessence, or the Azoth, within whose sacrosanct
precinct those of the Sabbatic Craft are initiated and to which they are swormn. The inner
function of the rite, therefore, is to equilibriate the Magician upon the Cross of the Elements
and therein consecrate his or her entire entity as a Perfect Star. He or she is no longer
invoking the Quintessence, but has instead become it, balanced upon all planes. Andrew

Craft The Azoetia (Xoanon Publishing 1992): * The Magical Quintessence, called ‘AZOTh’ is
the Supreme Occult Agency of Change. It is the Vehicle of the Absolute I and its very nature,
form and directions are subject to the Will, Desire and Belief of the I in reciprocation to the
Will, Desires and Beliefs of the Sorcerer.’

With this in mind, know that the following Invocation serves a dual function within the One
True Circle of Our Arte: by its performance it places the Practitioner firmly in the Centre of
the First Circle, in order that s/he might embody in truth, the AZOTh. Secondly it calls forth,
into both the Matrix of the Circle and the Body of the Practitioner the collective essences of
the Sabbatic Goat-Fathers that they might in-dwell therein and ‘seed’ both Circle and Adept
with the Numena of Wise-Blood. The dedicated and constant observance of this rite is a
prerequisite to the full incamation and resurrection of the Primal Flesh of the Sabbatic
egregore. Know that without the communion and congressus of these hallowed forms of the
Primal One, both Circle and Adept remain barren of their blessings and benediction, and
hence the Spirit shall in no wise enflesh. Whilst obviously inspired by the framework of the
Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram, and the teachings and lore of the Pentalpha within
the Sabbatic Craft, the provenance and validity of this rite derives primarily from direct
Gnosis and the Intercession of the Goat-Fathers themselves.

The Rite Proper

Hekas Hekas Este Bebeloi
Zazas Zazas Nazatanada Zazas
Protos Eos Mii
Nama Weica Aster, Nama Hekau Ashemu-Set
Xenar Xenar Senar Senar Xenar
Sazas Sazas Nazatanada Sazas

( The Practitioner, armed with Besom, Scourge, Stang, Candle (black), Incense (black copal),
Thurible (or Censer), Charcoal, Bell, Arthana, Skull, Cup, Coin, Cord and Robe, prepares to
enter the Circle. All of these, along with the Bread, Salt and Red Wine, should already be






* into it, and then nto the Salt. It
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cause of this often these studies tend towards the stereotypical, generalisation
cation and this one is no exception. However, it does
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THE COMPLETE DICTIONARY OF EUROPEAN GODS AND GODDESSES Janet and
Stewart Farrar and Gavin Bone (Capall Bann £11.95 260pp) This was the last book that
Stewart Farrar contributed to before his death last year. As the title suggests, it is a
comprehensive A-Z of European pre-Christian deities from Celtic, Anglo-Saxon, Norse,
Basque, Etruscan, Finnish and Lapp, Germanic, Greek, Roman, Baltic, Slavonic and Romany
cultures. Phew! It has a good appendix of influences, rulerships and attributes of deities
classified under headings such as agriculture, death, war, fate, healing, fertility etc.

Recommended.

DOORWAYS TO THE OTHERWORLD: Celtic Dreamtime Divination by Catrin James
(Capall Bann 285pp £11.95) TC readers who are familiar with the author’s previous works
on “Celtic faery shamanism’ (also published by Capall Bann) will need no recommendation to
buy her latest. It is a new divinatory system based on sacred and divine images on stones.
However, this is no New Age gimmicky thing or just crass fortune-telling. James offers deep
insights into life, spirituality and the Otherworld. These insights are based on her magical
childhood as the member of a family tradition in the mysterious Gwaun valley of West Wales
and her encounters with the Dark Angel himself, faery women and other elven denizens of the
shadow realm. Highly recommended.

THE WITCHES WYND (P.O. Box 615, Norwich, Norfolk, NR1 4QQ £2/£8 p.a. AS 44pp)
Nothing to do with the effects of an overdose of baked beans after the coven feast! As you all
know, ‘wynd’ is an Old English word for ‘path’. Produced as a joint effort by Marian Green
of Quest and the good folk at the Hollystick College in Norfolk, this is a new witchcraft
magazine containing spells, recipes, short articles and stories, poems and reviews. Issue one
featured So You Want To Be a Witch?, A Witch’s Response to the Environment, Witcheraft:
the Craft of the Dark, the Craft of the Light, Sacred Places, The Oak Tree and In and Out of
the Broom Closet.

VERDELET (8 Ford Street, Clun, Shropshire SY7 8LD £2.00 A4 19pp) This is a new

magazine devoted to astrology, Jungian psychology, magick and witcheraft published for a

change at the equinoxes and solstices. Issue one contained short articles on magical

principles, the 17* century astrology William Lilly, initiation, teen witches, the medieval

grimoires, a Jungian view of the Tarot, a SAFF report on ongoing ‘Satanic ritual abuse®
 allegations, Anglo-Saxon festivals, book reviews and ads.

- THE TRIPLE SPIRAL (Ed Germaine Knight, Yggdrasil, 14 Maxwell Road, Wmton,
Bournemouth, Dorset BH19 1DJ £3.50/£6.50 p.a. payable to P.Knight A4 Bi-annually 50pp)
This is a new pagan parenting ma, ine for ‘Earth honouring spirit conscious families’. Issue

~ two included articles on spirit, nature and children, the path of fatherhood, the Legend of
K"'e’ belng a grandfather, the Woodcraft Folk, Chivalry and rearing pagan boys, summer

herbs, birth preparation rites for the family, veggie recipes, poetry and reviews.

MP OF THE GODDESS Rae Beth (Robert Hale £9.99 160pp) TC readers will know Rae
Beth from her best-selling book Hedge Witch published in the 1980s that created a ‘new’

eed of modern witches. This is hers second book originally published in 1994 as
carnation and the Dark Goddess. 1t covers past life experiences (including her own) and
myth of the dark goddess in her many forms. Although unlikely to have the popular
bpeal of her first one, this book at least proves she was not a one-trick pony. Her third book,
quel to Hedge Witch, called The Hedge Witch's Way will be published by Robert Hale
this year. A review of it and a special article written for TC by Rae Beth will be

1 our November issue.
AND HOW THEY WORK Janet and Stewart Farrar (Robert Hale £9.99 191pp)

e birds have told your editor that at the moment Hale do not seem very keen on
new authors on the Craft. However they are still recycling their back












