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Preface

When I was studying Arabie manuseri pts in Constan-
tinople in 1929-1930, where some 70,000 manuscripts are
preserved in libraries now accessible to the public, my
attention was drawn by Dr. H. Ritter to the Persian Treatise
of Shihabuddin Subrawerdi Magtul entitled “Mu'nis al-
‘nshshaq” which is of considerable importance in more
than one connection as is shown in this memoir.

Few of Suhrawerdi’s Persian works have come
down fous. This isnot surprising as we know that after
his execution his works were burned by the order of the
Caliph Nasir, the official representative and instrument of
narrow-minded orthodoxy. Such of his works as escaped
the flames were preserved by the tolerance of the Turks.
Some remains in manuseript ave still to be found in Turkish
Libraries in Constantinople.

As the writings of Suhrawerdi are of fundamental
importance for the study of the older Islamic mystics I

clecided to edit his “Mu'nis al-‘ushshaq. This little boolk is
tlie result of that decision.

While staying in Constantinople I copied aut the manus-
cripts which are found in Aya Sofya (Nr. 4821) and Fatih
(Nr. 5426) and prepared the edition after my refurn home.
Dr. H. Ritter in the meantime had discovered other manns-
cripts of the sume work and sent me rotograph copies. He
was moreover kind enough to collate the manuseripts which
I have denoted by the letters I3, C, D, At the same time
he went through my manuseript and made some valnable
correckions. It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I
make this small acknowledgement far his constant interest
and valuable assistance in the preparation of this work.
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The transliteration of the Arabic words is not always
exactly equivalent. Long vowels and some sounds not
found in IEnglish could not be differentiated clearly by
means of Latin characters since the press used lLius not the
signs of quantity and the diucritic points,

For purposes of quotation I have used Ibn Khallikan’s
Biograplical Dictionary, edition Bulaq 1299 (2 Vols)) and
Subki’s Tabaqat, text printed at the “Matha's Husainiyya ",
Cuiro 1314 (6 Vols.)

I am grateful; ulso, for the help afforded me by certain
friends and colleagnes belonging to this University., Dr. Had/
Hasan wnd Manlvi dbdnl Aziz Memon have given me ussistance
in disentangling perplexities connecied with the seript; the
former also read the proofs of the Persian text, Mr. Hadow
Harrds, Chairman of the English Depurtment, read through
the Introduetion carefully, made corrections where necessury
and suggested some improvements in the style.

My best thanks are also due to the Vice-Cliancellor of
the Mushim University, Sir Syed Ross ‘Musood, for his
generons provision of a part of the funds required for the
publication of this work.

The Mustim. University,
Aligarh. ' Orro Seres



INTRODUCTION
The Suhrawerdis

In Arabic and Persian literature there ave three fwmous
writers known as Suhrawerdi.  According to its grammatical
form Suhrawerdi is the Nisba of Suhraward,! a little town
near Zenjan in the province of Jibal in Persian Trag, and
signifies “the man from Svhraward”2 this means therefore
that these writers were born at Subrawwrd. Not only was
their place of origin the same, but they lived ubout the same
time and wrote on almost the same subject. Not unnatur-
ally there has been some confusion between these three
famous writers from Suhraward,3 and as works and charac-
teristies of one have been attributed to another it is desirable
to differentiate clearly between them.

1

Dhiya'uddin Abu'n-Najib ‘Abdulgabir b, ‘Abdallah b,
AMuliammad as Suhruwerdi# born in the year 490 A H.=1091
A.D., was a famous fuqih and prominent sufi scholar® Te
wis descended from Abu Bekr the first Caliph.0  According
to Yaqut he is the most illustrions son that Sohraward has
produced. When he came in his youth to Baghdad, he stndied

1. ef.  P. Schwarz, Iran im Mittelalter nach den arnhischen Geograplen,
Val. VLI, Leipzig 1926, p. 731 sqq ; Encyclopedia of fslun, s.v. Saheaward,

2. cf. Sam'aui, Kitab ab-ansab (Gibh Memorial Series: Vol XX} s
Subraward ; Yagut, Mu'jam, s. v, Suhraward.

3. Relation d'Egypt par Abdallatif, p. 485: Aho'l-Fedn, Anual. Moslem. tom.
IV, p. 118 and the notes of Reiske, note 94 ; Catnlogue Raisonne of the Buhar
Library, Calculia 1923, Vol. LI, p. 137

4. Brockelmann, Geschichie der arabischen Literatur, Vol. I, p, 436 ; Carra
de Vaus, Penseurs de I'lslam, Vol IV, p. 200 ; Sublki, T'abagat, Vol. IV, p. 2506 ;
Phon Khallikan, p, 375 (translated by de Slane, ol V1I, p. 130)

5. Khairuddin Zaraldi, al-A'lam, Cairo 1346, p. 539; Subki 1V, 256; Shadharat
adh-dhabab Vol, IV, 208; Jami, Nafahat al-uns {cd. W. Nassau Lees) Calentia
1839, p. 478,

6. Shadharat adh-dhahab, Caira 133031, Vol. IV, 208; Shac'ani, Tabagat,
(Cairo 1313} 1, 119 ; Nafahat, p. 474 5 Mir'at al-Janan, Vol 11, p. 372

g



Q

fradition and Shafi‘ite law! at the Nizami University
which was founded by Nizamu'l-Mulk in the year 457 A. H.
After having finished his studies he was appomted Professor
at the same University and taught there for some fime.
Meanwhile he became imbued with mysticism and choosing
the life of a recluse resigned his post and began to live in
retirement.

In order to mortify the flesh he became a water-carrier?
and lived on tlie money which he earned by that profession.
He possessed a Khariba on the west bank of the Tigris where
he and his friends retired.d

His teachers were Ahmad al-Ghazali (died 520/1120) and
‘Abdalqadir al-Jili (died 561/1165); he received the Khiraga
and Ijaza from these sheikhs, and was considered the chief
disciple of Ahmad al- Ghazali 4

Abu'n-Najib transformed his Khariba into a Ribut and
built alongside a Madrasa where he held Sufi-meetings and
presided over the assemblies of the mystics. It was during
this time that his name became famous.

In the year 545 he wwas appointed Prineipal of the
Nizami-University, but tanght for only two vearsd as he
resigned in the year 547 as a protest against the escheat
of a boarder’s property. We learn from Ibn al-Athird that
a strike among the boarders was the result of the action
talen by the anthovities.

1. According to the Encyclopredia of Islam e stugied "Hanufite Law',
But this must bca mistake, as his biography is given in the "I'abagat-works of
the Shafi'i schoel f.i Subki, Esnawi (not Isnawi cf. Encyel. of Islam, 5. v. Esne),
Ibn Mulaqgin etc., see also Shadharat adh-dhahab, Vol IV, 208

2. According to Yagit {Mu'jam al-Buldau Vol. 111, p. 203) in Isiahan

3. Nafahat p. 478;

. Bankipore, Vol XILI, p, 41 ; Shadharat IV, 209 ; Nafahat 478
Shadbiarat 1V, 209 ; Ibn Khall. 376
Al-Kamil, Vol. XI, p. 69

o Ut B
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In the year 557 he left Baghdad in order to journey to
Jerusalem.!  We know that he held on the way sufi-
meetings at Maunsil.  During his stay at Damascus in the
vear 558, where he was received with great honours by
Nuruddin Zangi, he learned? that he conld not enter
Jernsalem as that town was in the hands of the Crusaders.
He therefore returned to Baghdad, but before his departure
he founded a cloister for Sufis. He passed the vest of his
life in Bughdad and died there in the year ARA/L1RT.B

In the bingraphical books ol the Arabs a nnmber
af  his. arorfs  are  wiven, hut only two of them have
been handed down to us. His main work is Kitab adab
al-ridin fi ‘=tascpicnf “Manners of the Diseiples”.  Several
manuseripts of  this work are extunt in Baropean and
Wriental Libraries. + A full statement nf its contents s
been given by Ahlwarde.

Brockelmann in his Arah. Lit. 1, 336 states  that
Abu'n-Nujib wrote alse o commentary (Sharky on the lnowdred
wenes of Ceod s aleasine al-frusna, of which only one manseript

has eome down to ns which is preserved in Vienna, 0 But.
this. work is a psendograph; moreover, it iy aseribed to
Umar Snlivawerdi,  There exists a Persion translation of it in
Constantinople, Fatih 2656,

1. Shadharat IV, 209; Tha Khall. 376.

2. Yaqut, Mu'jam al- Buldan 111, 204: Shadhacat 1V, 209,

3. It is not clear, why C, Brockelmann,\Vol. I, p, 436 dives two dates 562
and 363 and the Encyclopiedia of Tsinm only the year 362, as in the hisgrapbical
works the vear 503 is given as the date of his death,

4. H. Ritter discovered an ald mannscript in Constantinople and kindly
gives me the fallowing description.

This work anght to he edited.  For ather manuscripts see Brock. I, 436
Bankigerd, Vol. X111, N 833 and Tuehingen Nr. 891,

3. Verzeiehnisse der arnbischen Handschriften in Rerlin, Vol. t11, p. 121,

6. G. Fluegel, Die arab., pers, und tuerk. Handschriflen der K. K. Hofbib-
liothel, Wien 186, Voi, 111, . 99,

11
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According to Hajji Khalifa IV, 141 and Waestenfeld
Le is the author of a collection of anecdotes concerning the
Imam ShafiYi. This work proves also that he belonged to
the Shafi‘ite school. 2

Some small treatises are Preserved in a mannscript  at
‘Tnebingen No. §9,16.

1T

Shihabuddin  Abn Hafs ‘Umar b, Muhammad b. ‘Ab-
dullah® L. Ammawaih as-Suhrawerd; 4, born in the year
539/1145, was the most prominent scholar of lis time in
philosophy and mysticism and an eminent representative of
orthodox sufism. It may be interesting to quote the titles of
honour and epithets attributed to him by the Imam Yafi‘i: 5

iEL)L:H ,_L:jd J]J-‘ch,;a )‘i)"\”du:n Aib‘ ;.\J.JZJ A'l\.-} J\:.»‘

JALLI]‘ p] L'J,LLH L'T‘lc ol Ci.'t;.ﬂ Ji‘{.}“l C‘}.\_.LH ét:a\ 1&:&::” L')l.?"'Jf
I I ST saee i A1 3

Shihabuddin as-Sulrawerdi was a nephew to Abu'n-
Najib ‘Abdulqalir b. Abdullah and a deseendant of Abu
Bekr as-Siddiq.5  He grew up under the protection af his
uncle stndying under him Tasmen, Hadith, Figh and Wa'z 7.
He completed his studies in Baghdad where besides other
teachers ‘Abdulqadir al-Jili (died 561/1166) was one of his
professors. 8 e followed the Shafitite school. [aring his

L. Ber Imam Schafi'i, Goeltingen 1890, p. 8.
2, See also Shadharat adh-dhahab 1V, 208.

3. Brogkelmans has named him ‘Umar b, A bdallal, According {o another
version Lthe name of his kunyais: “Abu 'Abdallah” cf. Shadhurat V', £33

. Brock. 1,440 ; I'hn Khallikan I, 480 {Translation vol, 11, p. 382}
Mir'at IV, p. 79; Nafahat, p, 544

Subki, V, 113 ; Nafahat, p. 545

Subki, V, 143; Mir'at 1V, p. B0

. Subki, V, 143 ; -Nafahat, p. 545 ; Shadbarat V, 153

[ I = I Y R
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stay at Basra he inclined towards mysticism. For sometime
he lived with some Abdals on the island of ‘Abbadan, =
small island in the Tigris.

He lived in Baghdad as a teacher and preacher and was
the chiet of the Sufis.2 The caliph Nasir appointed him
shailthu 'sh-shayukh (grand-master of the Sufis) in Baghdad
and entrusted him with several important missions. Scholars
and students came from far and near to listen to his lectures
and discussions. The following letter has been handed
down by Jami 3 and Ibn al-‘Imad: +

ol il s e ol Wt I anaded gl o5 7 ot it g b
...... NP R P38 P VPPV U S A R T

He had a large number of pupils among whom was the
famous Persian poet So'di® who narrates a story about him
in his Bustan.?

On the oceasion of his pilgrimuge to Mecea, af the end
of his life in the year 1231, he met there his prominent
contemporary ‘Omar al-Farid8  After having retumed to
Baghdad he lived there three years more and died in the
vear 632/1234.

His best lknown work, regurded as authoritative on
Sufism, is *Awarif al-ma‘arif “ Bounties of Knowledge” which he
composed at Mecea. Whenever a difficulty confronfed him

, Nafahat, p. 545

. Sarkis, p, 1060; Shadhacat V, 154 ; Nafahar, p, 545
. Nafahat, p. 545; see also Mir'at IV, p. 81

. Shadharat V, 134

s B S ¥ I O

. Nafahat, p. 345 reads : a{\ .>L5§ N ._,LG

6 cf. Grundriss der Iranischen Philologie, Vol. 11, p. 202
7 Ed. K. H. Graf, Wien 1830, p. 130,
8. Nichoisen, A Literary Mistory of the Arahe, Cambridge 1930, p. 396

13
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he returned to God, circamambulated the - house and nsked
for success in dnvm:r off the difficulties and for the know-
ledge of the truth.1

"The *dwarif al-ma‘arifis divided into 63 chapters? dealing
with the origin of mysticism, the derivation of the word
Sufi, the mystical stages, ascetical life, behaviomr and work
of the Sufis. The whole is based on the Quran, Hadith and
the sayings of the Sufis.?

Canarif al-matorif 4 has been studied by F. Blochet and
formed together with a few other works the basis of his
“Biudes sm L' Bsoterisme Musulman 5 The book itself
printed on the margin of al-Ghazali’s Jhya® and mmhred
into Persian by ’\I’ahmud b. '‘Ali al-Kashani. This Persian
version was  translated into Tonelish by H. Wilberforce
(Clarke.7 '

sesicles this only o simall mystic treatise "'.frm'f{frr/—r/m'ub. ila
mmsasalat al-mahlbnd” (31 pages) has been printed ar Halal
1825 A, H.

Other works of Shihahuddin are e\tmr in nuomseript.
His book “Kashf" al-foda'ih al- spnaniyyn’” s divecred against
the study of Greck philosophy. 5 Me trics o show fn it the
helplessness of prre veason.

1, Nafahat, p, 545; Mir'al 1V. 80,

2. «of. de Sacy, Notices et Extraits des mannscrite de lIa Bibliothegue du
'Rn'i, tome X11I, p. 323,

3. "I'he contenls of the work are fully given by Ahlwardl, Verzeichnisse der
arabischen Haudschriften in Berlin, Vol. 111, p. 20, No. 2843,

4. cf. Carra de Vaux, Gazali, Paris 1902, p. 235-41; id., Les Pensears de
I'lslam, Paris 1923, Vol, IV, p. 199.207. '

5. Extrait du Museon, Louvin 1910,

fi. Cairo 1289 and 1294 A, H,

7. Calcutta 1891,

3. Muhammad Ighai, The Developmeni of Metaphysics in Persia, . London
1906, p. 122 ascribes it by mistake to Shihabuddin Subrawecd; Magtul,

14
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A mannal on Mahammadan dogmas, dealing with the
fundamental articles of the faith, called ‘aga id, is his el
al-hude wn ‘aga’id arbab at-tuga’. To the manuscripts men-

”rmned in Brockelmann, I, 441 add: Buhar Catalogue, Vol.11,
P- 98; Bankipore, Vol. ‘{ No. 519; Tnebingen No, 89 3.

- Formerly only one copy of his ar-risale fi I-fagr 1 which
deals with the mystical stage of Poverty and iis virtues was
known to us.2 A second copy is extant in the University
Library of Tuebingen.2 Another copy ol thé same treatise
is preserved at Bankipore; cf. Catalogue, Vol. XIII, p. 173

Unknown till recently was “Irshad al-mpridin’ o smal)
handbook on Sufism. It is divided info 47 bads dealing with
the pmnuples and technical terms of Sufism. Though it is not
mentioned "elsewhere, it has been proved that Shihabuddin
Suhrawerdi is the author of it

Other works of which manuseripts are preserved in
different libraries are quoted by Brockelmann, I, 441, "The
UDIV’E‘.lmlf_Y' Library of 'P'nebingen, hmvevel possesses a

manuscript in which several small rasa'il of Suhl'a.weldl are
contained.s

ITE
Abu -Futuh Y Yahya b, Habash 1. Awmirak SEulmb-

uddin as- Suhrawerdi al-Mugtul. -

The later Arabic biographers are not in agreement

1 The same risale is atiribated o Abu ‘Awmr 'Uthinan b, abi Ya'la al-Abhayi
in Ahlwardt No. 3162, '

2. Brock. I, 441, No, 3.

3. M. Weisweilér, Verzeichnis der arabischen Handschriiten, Vol, 11,
Leipzig 1930, No. 89,19,

4, Bankipore, Vel, X111, No. BG4.

3. M. Weisweiler, loc, cit., No. 89,

15
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about his namel : some read Ahmad instead of Yahya, others
Jaish or Hasan instead of Huabash. Ibn abi Usaibi‘a, not
knowing his proper name, calls hini: “Abu Hafs ‘Umar. ..as-

Suhrawerdi.” This is obviously a confusion with the other
Suhrawerdi. '

Sulirawerdi Maqtul wrote both in Arabic and Persian.
The works we owe to his pen are numerous. Yet only two
of them which he wrote in Arabic have been published up till
now. His Persian books have not yet been ntilised. What we
want are text-editions to be used as n hasis for research-work.
Therefore it may be desirable to publish Subrawerdi's Very
important risala *Au'nis al-‘ushshaq” of which several Manus-
cripts are preserved in Turkish Libraries of Constantinople.

2. Life of Suhrawerdi Maqtul.

Lite. Shihabuddin Suhrawerdi Maqtul? was born in the
year 549 and studied law and philosophy at Maragha under
Shaikh Majduddin al-Jili 8 “unti]l he was accomplished in
every excellence in these subjects of which while still 2
youth he revealed powers of independent and fearless criti-
cism". Shaikh Fakhruddin al-Mardini had 4 friendly feeling
towards Suhrawerdi and admired his immense knowledge. ¢
He is reported to have said: “How sagacious and eloquent
1s this young man! I did not find anyone like him in my
time, except that I fear for him on account of his impetnosity
and rashness and his lack of self-restraint which may yet be
the cause of his ruin.”

1. Shadharat adh-dbahab, IV, 290 ; Ibn Khallikan 11, 346.

2. c¢f. Brockelmann I, 437; Encyclopymdia of Islam, s. v. Sohrawerdi;
L. Massignon, Recuetl de textes inedils concernant I' hisloire de la mystigue,
Paris 1929, p. 111 sqq; Thn Khallikan II, 345.

3. Sariis, p. 1061 ; Shadharat 1V, 290 ; Yaqut VII, 269,

4, Ibn abi Usaibi'a, Vol. 11, p. 167 ; sce also : Yaqut Vol, VII, 260,

16
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Suhrawerdi  Maqtul belonged to the Shafi‘ite schoal,
becume a convert to Sufism and wandered to Isfahan and
lived in Baghdad and Aleppo.  When he came to Aleppo in
thie year 579 he had discussions with famous Furquha' and
Mutakallimun, bat no one could compete with him.!

At Aleppo the prince Mulile az-Zahir, the son of the
famous Sultan Salahuddin, who was the vuler of Aleppo,
granted him his favour and was very kindly disposed towards
him.2  But this patronage did not last for very long.  The
orthodox theclogians were eclipsed by aud jealous of him.
As aresult of their enmity his orthodoxy was impugned.
Although his teaching had no external disagreement with
orthodox dogma and le carefully disguised his doctrine
under the cloak of an obsenre ferminnlogy, the orthodox
suspected him of hevesy and loose principles in religion, %
‘I'he orthodox party wrote fo Salahuddin that Suhrawerdi's
teaching was o danger to Islamand to his son Malik az-Zahiv
and that ir was necessary to kil him.  Lhey snceeeded in
turning the Sultan agninst him.

Salahuddin issued a decision under eanonical law for
his death ns a heretic and Mulik nz-Zahir was instrocted to
carry ont that sentence.  When Subinwerdi hewrd the sen-
tence he shut himself up in a separate voom and refused
food and diink @il he passed into Godt  According to
another version he was put to death hy strangnlationd or
erncifixion.®

I. Ibn abi Usaibi'a I1, 167; Yaqut VII, 269.

2. Thn abi Usaibi'a 11,167; Yaqut 269,

3. Shadharat IV, 290; Nafahat p. 684 Yague VII, 270.

4. Shadharat IV, 290-92; Usaibi'a 11, 1687 tha Khallikan 11, 348; Nafahat,
p. 684 Yaqut 270,

3. Nafahat, p. 684 ; Yaqat 270 ; Ibn Kballikan i1, 318,

6. Nafahat p. 634; Shadharat, TV, 292; Mic'au 111, 437,

17
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That happened in the year 587, when he was thirty-
eight or thirty-six years old,1 His grave is outside the Bub
al-Faraj elose to the Christian quarter2 When he was

buried a poem is said.to have been found on his grave
which runs as follows:3

“Lhe inlubitant of this grave was o pear],

A lidden one which God had created of nobility,
The times did wot know his value, '

So he returned it to the shell for the greaf care he
Lad for it,”

Peaple called him Shailh Magtul “the murdered Shaikh”
and venernted him as a saint and miracle-worker, n arrating
legends ubout him? e, g. that he possessed the philosopher’s
stone and the knowledge of making gold, that he.was not
killed, but disappeared 5 that no tree or shrnb would grow

on his grave and that at night weird sounds were heard
from it.6

Other traditions about Jim which show his character
are found in Ibn abi Usaibi‘a, Vol II, p. 167-69 and
Shadharat adh-dlwhab, Vol. IV, p- 290 sqq. Suhrawerdi
was ucquainted with the art of natural magic (simia).? There
i an anecdote which shows how he mangged the magic.8

1. Shadharat IV, 290 ; Nafahat 684; Ibn abi Usaibi'z 11, 167,
2. A.von Kremer, Geschichte der herrschenden Ideen, quoted by
in "Der Islam”, Vol, XI. p. 73.

-

3. 1bn abi Usaibi‘a 11, 169,

Babinger

4. Nafahat p, 684 ; A, von Kremer, Mitielsyrien und Damaskus, Wien, 1853,
p. 69, Mir'at 117, 437.

5. The belief thal the master did pot.die-is to be found.also elsewhere f, 7,

Mansur al-Hallaj, Muhammad b. al-Hanafiya, etc. Cf. Babinger, "“Der Islam",
Val. X1, p. 75.

6. CI. Th. Nesldeke, Das arabische.Mz=rchen vom Doclor und- Garlkoch,
Berlin 1891, p. 5.

7. Nafahat, p. 683; Ibn Khallikan elc, Haji Khalifa 1 p, 647 Mir'at I, 434.
B. Usaibi'a I1, 167; 1bn Khalli_krm; 11, 346; Shadharat -1V; 290; Mirat IIT, 434,

18
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‘Works,  Suhrawerdi’s principal and most characteristic work
is his metaphysics of Light, Kitad Hikmat al-ishrag,
“Philosophy of Tllamination”. Tor commentaries on it see
Brockelmann I, 437 and add, so far as manuscripts ire con-
¢erned, Rampur List, p. 395; Bankipore Catalogueg, p. 884 ;
Buhar Cat., TI, p. 346; Asiatic SocietyCat, p- 81. His theory is
the Neo-Platonic thieory of light which is also to be found in
other Atab philosophers e g. al-Farubi and Ibn Sina.
Suhrawerdi conceives reality as light.l  The spiritual  light
is the symbol of emanation and the fundamental reality of
things by which he explains all and every thing. His
philosophy of light has been studied by several Tluropean
Scholars, Carra de Vaux ® pointed ont the salient features
as ‘“un-neoplatonisme recouveri d'une terminologie dont
le golt est persan et peutétre plus specialement manichéen”.
M. Horten 8 has translatéd it in a summary and expluined it
from a philosophical point of view and S. Van den Bergh 4 has
published a very important and aseful article on the
“Tewples of Light'". So we are well informed ubout his
teaching. The reader may be referred to these very
thorough studies. It may be added that Ibn Sina did not
deal. with the' philosophy. of illumination (ishraq) as C. 4.
Nallino 8 proves, but he wrote on Eastern philosophy (hifma
mashrigiya).

1. Muld. Iqbal, Metaphysics in Persis, London 1908, p, 121 5Qq.
2, La philoscuphie_ii}lumin_ali\:c- d’'apres Sulrawerdi Maqtul, Journal Asia-
tique, IX, Serie, tomc 19, p. 63-94,

3. Die'Fhiiosb'ph.ie der Erlenchiung nach Sulicaswnrdi {Abhandlungen zur
Philosophie und Geschichte hrsg. van Henno Erdmnnﬁ] Haklle 1912,

4. Ue':lfem'p:ls van hiet Licht deor Saehrawardi, Tijdschirift v. Wijsbegeerte,
Haarlem 1916; Vol. X, p. 30-59.

5. Filogofin "orentale” od “illuminativa ® o’ Avicenna, Rivista degli Studi
Orientali, Vol. N, Rome 19235;
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Besides this main work Sulnaserdi wrote miny other
books 1 of which manuseripts have been handed down to us.
Some of them deal with logie, physies and metaphysics,
other treat of philosnphy and mysticism.  Suhrawerdi
himself gives in the Introduction to his “Hikmat al-ishrag”
an account of his works and the reasons of composing
theni. M. L. Massignon, however; was the first who tried to
make n chronology of Suhrawerdi’s works. This classifica-
tion? com prises, according to the development of his philoso-
phical ideas, works of his youth, works of the peripatetic’
period, and works of the Avicenno-Platonic period. '

I Works of hs youth ave:,

1) IGtab  al-akwah al- ‘Imadiya so ealled becpuse he,
dedicuted it to ‘Imaduddin Qara Arslan Da’ud b.
Ortog, the Amir of Kharput, ef. Broek. I, 438, 6

(2)  Zayalkil an-mer, printed in Constantinople 1335 A.H.
For commentaries see Brockelmann, Vol. I, 438, 5
and add there the following ‘manuscripts of the
commentury by Muhammad ad-Dawani: Rampur
List, p. 396; Flyderabad List, Fann Hikmat No. 62;
Asinfic Bociety Cat., p..82; Bohar Cat., Vol. IT,
p. 136

(3) at-tangihat fi wsul al-figh cf. Shadharat, IV, 281
Mir'at ITT, 485; Massignon, p. 113

() sakinat as-salibin of. Massignon, loc, eit,, p. 113

(%) pertew name dedicated to Bargiyarug, Amir de
Niksar cf. Massignon, loc. ¢it., p. 113

(6) some raga’il mainly written in Persian of which we
shall treat later on.

1. See the list of his works in Hrock. I, 437 and Thn abi Usaihi'a 11, p.170.

2. cf. L. Massignon, Recueil de textes inédils concernant I'hisloire de Ia
mystique en pays d'isiam, Paris 1929 P. 113; see also M. Horten, die- Philosophie
der Erleuchtung nach Suhrawerdi, Halle 1912, p. VI, :
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II.  To the peripatetic period belong the following works:
(1) [htab at-telwihat fil-hikma cf. Broek. I, 437,2
(2) IGtab al-mugawamat, an appendix to the former
work cf. Ibn abi Usaibita II, 170; Yuqut 270.
(3) Kitab al-mashari' wal-mutarahat cf. Brock. I, 4373
(4) Kitab al-lamahat fil-haqa'iq cf. Brock. I, 438 4

(5) Kitab al-munajat, cf. Brock. I, 438,9 and Massignon
p. 111.

HT. Works of the final, the Avieenno-Platonic period are:
(1) hikmat al-ishrag.

(2) kalimal at-tasawwuf, M3 Ind. Of. 1922, Nr, 5 cf.
Massignon, p. 112 and M. Horten, loc. eit, p. VI.
note 1.

- (3) i'tigad al-hukama’ MBS Puaris 1247 cf. Massignon
p. 113,

The critical eclassification of other works composed by
him has not yet been made. Tt isimpossible to classify them
unless they have been studied. Iquote the following warks:

(1) drba‘un asma’ cf. Brock. I, 438, 11,

(2) nt-ta‘arruf Lit-tasowwnf cf. Brock. I, 438,8; L. Mas-
signon, La passion d’al-Hallaj, Paris 1922, Vol. II,
p- 10%,20% Ibn abi Usaibi‘a II, 170. H. Ritter has
pointed out (cf. Orientalia I [Verceffentlichungen
des Archieologischen Institutes des Deutschen
Reiches Abteilung Istanbul, 1] Istanbul 1933, p. 31
that he is not the aunthor.

(3) al-glurbat al-gharibe of. Yaqut 270, H. Khal. IV,
310. Mir'at TII, 435, H.Khal. says about this work:
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Soom Ly Sl AL B 3 gy L Y LI AL S .

Four MSS of it are extant in Constantinople accord-
ing to information given to me by Dr. H. Ritter.

(4) ‘agli surkh a Tersian treatise dealing with the
]u.nnuucre of the birds cf. H. Kh. IV, 236. Probably
it helonu‘s to the collection of histories which are
mentioned under the works of his youth No. 6.

(5) tubfat al-ahbad of. H. Kh. II, p. 219

(8) alma‘ars cf. Yaqut 270; H. Ki. V, 608; Usuibi‘a
11, 171.

(1) Kashf al-ghita’ cf. H. Kh, V, p. 200.

(8) The legend of Ka'd ibn Zuhair and the Burda of

" the Pmphet with the Takhmis of Suhrawer di,
Tuebingen S No. 137,56 el We;swexlel loc. cit.,
p. 107,

(9) Some poems cf. Berlin- 7699, 2; British Museum
886,2. Poetical selections have been published in
the works of Ibn abi Usaibi‘a. 11, 169 sqq. and Ihn
al-Imad’ (Shadharat) Vol. TV, 291; Mir’ at III, 435;
Yaqut 270 sqq.

" Doctrine. Suhl awerdi was.a Suf and Peuputetw 1 His
plulosoplucal ideas ave influenced by Plato and Aristotle
although he differs in many points from them and even
n.ﬂ'mks thelatter in his Hikmat al-ishrag. It may be interest-

ing to quote a few sentences from the introduction to this
book:

1. Encycloprdia of Islam s.v. Suhrawardi,
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“As regards the first teacher, Arvistotle, it is clear that
he is of incomparable value, that his wisdom is great and lis
faculty of penetration profound; yet we should not so
exaggerate our reverence for him as to undervalue his
masters, among whom especially are to be counted the
travelling and luw-giving philosophers, such as Agathodze-
mon, Hermes, Aesculapius, and others.---.- "

By Neo-platonic theories he develops Aristotle’s doctrine
and explains monistic tendencies. His mysticism reflects
Hellenistic Synecretism.  In  short: Suhrawerdi is an
eclecticist, but the frst systematiser.! His doctrine is there-
fore a mixture of all systems which he synthesises in his
own system: Neo-Platonic and Neo-Pythagorian doctrines,
Hermenic and Gnostic ideas, Iranian and Shi‘ite conceptions
of the hidden spiritual Imams.

This latter idea is also expressed in the introduction :
“The world was never wholly without philosophy and
without some one who cultivated it and was declared a phi-
losopher by manifest proofs and facts. This man is the real
Caliph or representative of God on earth......

But the speculative philosopher, fully equipped in
philosophy, has no claim to rule in this earth. For there is
always a theosophist on earth and he is bester fitted for the
post than the philosopher, as the place of God’s Vicar on
earth cannof remain unoccupied. By this rule, however,
I do mot mean the possession of political power; only the
Imam who is also u thensophist may take over the political
power and exercise it publicly, or he may rule in secret.
Iu the latter case he is termed the mystical pole; to him the
rule belongs, even though he live in the deepest poverty.

1. Mubammad [ghal, The Development of Metaphysics in Persia, p, 148 sq.
I. F. Babinger, Scheich Badr eddin, "Der Islam™, Vol, X1, p. 72,
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If the political power shounld really come into his hand, the
age becomes illuminated ; but if it lucks such divine guidance,
it 1s overwhelmed by darkness......"

Subxrawerdi’s ecléctic doctrines are more or less clothed
by Islam. Tt is, llowever, not necessary to g0 Into a
description of his teachings as we have a very instructive
dissertation on Suliawerdi by Muhammad Igbal in the book
mentioned above, page 15, nate 1, in which he examines the
various aspects of Lis philosophy: Ontology, Cosmology and:
Psychology (p. 120-148).

3. THe.Suhrawerdiya :

In Islam there is an order or a school of Darwishes
which is known as “Suhrawerdiya”. In literature, however,
there is disagreement as to the personality of the founder of
that order.  One Subrawerdi is said to have founded an order
or two called either “Suhra“_f.en;-ﬂiya," or “Ishragiyun” or
“Nurbakhshiya”. These three orders which are evidently
qlos'e.ll'y:'a.k.iu are often confused.! We must clearly distinguish
between them. o

o Itis usuwally held that the Subrawerdiya owed their
foundation to Shihabuddin “Umar as-Suhrawerdi.2 But
that is wrong, Depont und Coppolani speak of this order
as “‘purement spiritualiste; lenr doctrines sont le prolonge-
ment affuibli de l'enseingement eclectique des neoplatoni-
ciens, mais étroitement enfermées duns les préceptes du
Coran--.... "

This confusion is easily intelligible if one considers-that
Abu'n-Najib as-Suhrawerdi precedes in the mystic chain

1. Brown, Darwishes, p. 158-59,
2, Qctave Depont et Xavier Coppalani, Les Confrévies Religieuses, Algier
1897, p. 172; 533 ; Brown, Darwishes, p. 267.
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Shihabuddin *Umar as-Subrawerdi ! and that both finish the
first chain.  Bo Shihabuddin “Umar is the first after the
founder in the list of the order, whereas Abu'n-Najib comes
just b'efore him in the mystic silsile.2

In. rea,hfy Ahu n- N'L]lb is the founder of the Suhrawer-
djya, ordm which adopted his special mystical teaching. This
order spread so quickly in Islamic countries through the
efforts of two distinguished disciples, namely Najmuddin al-
Kubra (died 618) and Shihabuddin “‘Umar as-Suhrawerdi,
the nephew of Abu'n-Najib. So the disciple was confused
with the founder as they had the same name, taught the
same mystical doctrines and belonged to the same order.3

The Suhrawérdiya “had & large number of followers
exceeding that of other orders. This fact is noticed & ¢. in’
Latalif Ashrafi; p. 353"

om0 Ral il casi o & L
d.a-..-‘l ng,l . rf J.(.I_d O'L.n J)u\.!
or in \Ilr at a,l—Asrfu' fo] 91

O P W [ ER
The Suhruweldlyn order spread in India mainly through
the activity of disciples of Shihabuddin as- -Subrawerdi, the

nephew of the founder. Tu Upper India it was 1nt10duced

1. Depont et Coppolani, toc, cit,, p. 334,
2. Depont et Coppolani, loc. cit., p. 3335
" 3. There is sometimes confusion in the "“apostolical succession” of the
different Darwish-orders. In liese circumstances pot only the chain of the
Shadhiliya and that of Shaikh Badruddin (cf, Babinger, loc. cit., p. 103 sgq.).but
also th1t of the SLlhl'l\‘.‘{Hle'l are the same up ta Ahmad al-Ghazali {cf. Ahmad
Hilmi, H'idlq:ll 1tl- au!lyl 3 part : Sulrawerdiya, Stambul 1318,
4. Bankipare, Vol. XI11, p. 49.

25



18

by Baha’vddin Zakariya al-Multani (died 660), in Bilar and
Bengal by Jalaluddin at-Tabrizi and his disciples.t

Shibabuddin Suhrawerdi Maqtul, the representative of
the “Philosophy of illumination” founded an order too.
His disciples who adopted and followed hig philosophy and
ideas (hikmat al-ishraq) called themselves al-ishragiyun “The
Iluminists".

It may be worthy to note that Brown?2 gives among the
names of the orders existing in Tuorkey also the “Ashraqi”

(p. 82) and says further (p. 457) following Rycaut's History
of the Present State of the Ottoman Empire (p. 135):

“Rycaut describes the Ishragi or “illuminated” as a
Purely Platonical sect, contemplative of the Divine Idea and
the number in God. They held the Unity, but did not deny

the Trinity...... They also condemned a]l fancies and gross
conceptions of Heaven...”

The order of Darwishes who consider Shihabuddin Maq-
tul as the founder of their sect is called “Nurbakhshiya'8

4. Persian Treatises of Magqtul.

Besides the above mentioned works written in Arabic
Subirawerdi Magqtul composed also several treatises or rather
stories in  Persian which are almost unknown even today.
Leaving the mystical treatise Kalimat al-tasawwuf (India
Office, Persian 1922, No. 5) out of the question there are
stories full of symbolism and allegories in which he clothed
his eclectic doctrine of Hellenistic ideus and mystical belief,

. Bankipare, Val, XHI, p. 49,
. Brown, the Liarwisheg ed. by H. a, Rose, London 1927,
- Encyclopzdia of Islam, s, v, Sulrawerd;. ‘

)

[F1}
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Among these stories which he himself calls risale T mention
the following which have become known to mel and which
are extant in Libraries of Constantinople:

(1) Mu'nis al-'ushshaq “The Friend of the Lovers.”
For the Manuscripts see the next paragraph.

(2) Tarjama lisan al-hagg *'The interpreter of the langu-
age of Truth”.2 '

This treatise is identical to the risalat al-tayr, of. MS Fatih

5426 fol. 99 b. and H. Kh. IV, 310. Extant: Fatib 5426,
fol. 100-103.

(8) Par-i Jibra'il ““I'he wing of Gabriel”
Extant: Aya Sofya 4821, fol. 60

Commentary on it: Shehid Ali Pasha 2703, fol.
200 b-208.

(4) Safir-i Simurgh “The whistling of Simurgh”
Extant: Fatih 5426, fol. 103-10

(5) lughat-i muran “The language of the ants” cf.
Massignon, loc. cit., p. 113.

8. The Manuscripts of Mu'nis al-“Ushshaq.

It is strange that there are no Manuscripts of Mu'nis
al-'‘ushshaq in European libraries, so far as I know. In the
libraries of Constantinople I found assisted by I. Ritter® the
following copies which are preserved in different libraries:

(1) dya Sofya 4821, 4 lol. 48-60, copied 677 A.H. I have
denoted it by 4. Unfortunately I have not differ-
entiated between « and S.

1. Iam very grateful to H, Ritler for- information about some manuscripls
in Constantinople.

2. This text will be edited by Mr. Henry Corbin in Paris,

3. He has meanwhile published o short account of these MISS, cf. "Der
Llam", Val, XX, p. 107.
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(2) Aya Sofya 2052 1 fol. 1-12 b, I have denoted it by
B, copied 687 A. H.: the colophon runs as follows:

izt ) ge s Gaalt et 5 asadl Lt Je iz iy ALV R
L}"'N‘-’lf‘:‘ ;‘.J.Elyl ;JJ);LJJYI ; .\.; d.l:n“ C_.L.H I_J:-.:\-A.QILJA ijl;_tl'l _j}':'SJ
t_n...m.a]l_.\...-” -k L}r—J JAH Jo- ) d.ﬂ'a J.JJL_;'.JJ Jl""J AF Ju:t:...”‘jul un.\“_)
An.\.”l al .u.\\ az .»UaJnH :::-l .._,.la...” ._,...:-.J'I o A o ,J...al o .JJ
Jﬁylf_ﬁ) 4""" C ,..'L H .'J\."‘lyl ltl-.i t59 LJL;.-J;..]L LJ.....-J.J‘ C:...:.-!J
(3) Aya Sofye 4815, 4 fol. 10b-22 a, without a date
copied probably in the second part of the IX.

century A.H.I have denoted it by . The Manus-
eript ends with the words: ..Jul oy auali,

(4) 'A‘/a Sofya 4795, 21 fol. 211 a,-215b ~copied in the
year 854 A. H. at Herat, I have denoted it by D,
the colophon:  ¢dJi ALY 4- & gl SRR ._,Lﬂl._.a

(5) Shehid Ali Pasha 2708, fol. 183 b-191 b, copied 731
A H. T have denoted it by E. The colophon

i e g o BUEH e LI e

(6) Fatih 5426, fol. 91a-99a I bave denoted i by I
The colophon — ob 31 oladi iy Aol us ol
RY J:— DAy aidyt em 5 4l der Lla ﬁl'H.»J lJJ.A e e

(pmhubly Tth century) - Sl L,
() Koprulu 1589, fol. 418; I could not use this manus-
cript.

6. The Principles of the Text-Edition

The edition of the text was ougmully based on A and
I as they were my first copies. - But the study of other
manuscripts suggested that the oldest. manuscripts A and B
are not the besr All the manuseripts follow different tradi-
tions of which D and E are more closely connected than
others.
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I have taken in the text the readings which ave found
most. frcquently, wiz. if four readings are the same, I put
them in the text while the remaining two are to be found in
the apparatus of variants. Sometimes I have given as read-

Ings mswmﬁcant nnttels but in certain cases fhey may
prove useful.

‘The apparatus of variants is. made and arranged accord-
ing to the method used in the “Bibliotheca Islamica.

The variants are not indicated by a number in the text
arrived af by counting the numbers in the apparatus of
variants. T ecount instead the linies of the text from which
the word is ta.lcen and put in the apparatus. The numbe1 in
the apparatus indicates the line of the text, the first Wold
being the word in-the text, after the colon () -the variant
follows If there are in the same line several vauants the
new variant is marked by a vertical line ( | ).© The various
manuseripts are indicated by the letters A, B, ¢, D, & and F
ag already explained.

The division into chapters is found in all manuscripts,
except that a new chapter begins in B, D and F in the last
third of chapter 3 with words --- Al s e 5y 2 T ha.ve
counted the chipters and denoted them by numbers.

7. Commentary.

It is very fortunate that F. Ritter succeeded in discover-
ing a commentary npon the text; for the ideas of the text
are not always easy to co1np1ehenrl since they are a mixture
of philosoplical conceptions and Islamic mysticism. This
commentary is not meant for the whole story, but only for
chapter 6 which is undoubtedly the most important and
complicated chapter:

The: manuseript is preseved in the Shehid Ali Pasha
Library, No, 2703, fol. 192 b-199 b and was copied in the
vear 751 AL It ‘has Dbeen described by L. Ritter in his
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“Philologica VII”.  No author is given and it is now almost
impossible to discover who he is. The copy is not always in
good condition as there are many mistakes-on that text of
the copyist. On several points the text quoted by the com-
wmentator is different from that of my edition. The divergen-
ces are not quoted by me, but they may be easily found out
by consulling the apparatus of variants. I print the text as it
is found in the manuseript. I thought it superflous to
translate the commentary.l

8. The Contents of the Text..

‘The story itself is an allegory havmcrspeclal importance
by the fact that it is one of the oldest allegorical stories in
Persian literature. The three pre-extant brothers and
gisters, Beauty (husn), Love (‘ishg), and Sorrow (huzn) depart
from the Gity of existance of Adam (shehristan-i wujud-1Adam)
and turn to this world where they settle with Jusuf,
Zulaikha and Jacob respectively.

'The'qforyn moreover, contains a treatise on microcosm
i.e. the old philosophical Theory that man is conceived as an
epitome of the universe. For its wonderful mixtare of
philosophical thought and mystical belief it deserves special
consideration. In Mu'nis al-ushshag a complete doetrine
of the microcosm 1s preserved to us, the sources of the
philosophical ideas of which should be traced.2

Iam unable to enter upon a treatment of thesainfluences
and philosophical guestions because of an agreement with

1. Tt has already been translated into French, cf. foot-nole,

2. We know thal Muhiuddin Ibn al-'Arabitdied 638/1240) wrote on the same
subject in his treatise af-tadbirat al. ilahiya fi 1s£‘a!r al-mamlakal al-insaniya,
(Brocl: [, 443, No. 18 and Bankipore, Vol. XIII, No. 887) a work divided into a

Tambhid, Mugaddima and 17 Bab, The work has heen edited . in an excelient
manner hy H. 5. Nyberg " Kleinere Schriften das al- 'Arabi, Leyden 1919, cf, also
the book-review of R. Hartmann in “Der- Islam”, Vaol. X1, Herlin 1923,

p. 132 sqq.
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Monsiear Henry Corbin in Paris, a disciple of Prof. L. Mas-
signon. M. Corbin has ulready studied these particular
(uestions very carefully and published his conclusions.3 We
wgreed that T should contine mysell to preparing a scientific
text and that he should deal with the philosophical doetrines
involved in his edition of “Larjuman lisan al-hagq.”

3. Pour I'Anthropologie Philosophique: Un traité Persan inédit de Suhva-

werdi d'Alep (T1191), Rechierehes Philosophiques 1932-33, Paris 1933, p. 3713423,
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THE LOVERS' FRIEND.
An Allegorical Story by Suhrawerdi Magtil

TRANSLATED By
0. Spies and 8. K. Khatak.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS,

In his review' of Mu'nis ul-'Ushshiq edited by
Otto Spies® the reviewer has observed that a transig.
tion of the text might have easily been given along
with the text-edition®. But since thers already exists
a French translation by Mr. Henry Corbin' I had
intentionally abstained from a second translation,
The French translation, however, is sometimes un fajih-
ful and incorrect ; and is, morgover, not intended to
have “un caractore définitifs,"” Further, Mr. H. Corbin
could utilise only two manuseripts (namely T and A)
while the text-edition is based on a careful collation of
six Mss. preserved in Constantinople.  Mennwhile an-
other Ms., No. 2205, foll. 17a-254", dated 1238/39 AH

1. See Islamic Cullure, Vol. VIII, No. 4, Qct. 1934, p. GBL.
2. Delhi 1934 nnd Bonner Orisnbnligtischa Studion, Helt 7.

3. Also n few othor scholars linve suggested the noed of &
trupelutbion,

¢, Pour I'Anthropologie Philosephique : Un trpité Perswn
inédit de Suhrawerdt d'Alep (11191), Recharches Philasophiques
1932-33, Paris 1933, pp. 371-4923.

5. Corhin, p. 397, fool-note 1.

G. TFor tho other Mss. soe: foxt-vdition p. 19,

7. OCf. Supplement Lo the Catrlogue of the Persian Munua-
cripts, Yol. TI, Culcubtn 1933, p. 137.
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has become known iu the Public Oriental Library
at Bankipore.

In face of the foregoing facts we thought it
desirable to give a literal English transiation. he
Persian text is not always as easy to understand nas
it seerus at the frst glance. So the translation can
be made use of by those who do not rend Persian,
butave interested in Suhrawerdi's philosophy, mystical
and religious beliefs and conception of the world. Tt
was nob necessary to give the philosophicnl back-
ground of Suhrawerdi’s time and ideas since H, Corbin
has well developed these aspects (pp. 371-396).

Translation of verses from the Holy Qur'an is
given trom Marmaduke Pickthall, “The Meaning of
the GHorious Koran,” London 1930, but the verses are
counted according to Fluegel’s edition. Names of
objects personified in the treatise have been translated
only once, on their first occurrence. Later on the
original Irin] names have been retained.

To save the readers the pains of constant veference
to the commentary, we have given the gist of its con-
tents in foot-notes.

TRANSLATION.

In the Name of God, the Benelicent, the Mercifal;
and we aslk Him for help.

“We narrate unto thee the best of narrntives in
that We have inspired in thee this Qur'in, though
aforetime thou wast of the heedless',”

L Quran XII, 3.
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But for you, we wouldn't have known Love,

But for Love, we wouldn’t have known you.

Had there been no Love and the pangs of
LO\’G, ) .

Who would have uttered so many beautiful
words and who would have heard ?

Had there been no wind to enrry off the
locks?, 7

Who would have revealed the fage® of the

beloved to the lover?

CHAPTER 1.

Know you that the first thing that God—the
Praise-worthy and Mighty-—created was a luminous
essence. e called it ‘Agl (the Inteliect). For ** the
firgt thing which God the Almighty created was the
intellect®”; and He endowed that essence with
three qualities : one the knowledge of I'ruth; the
second the kunowledge of Self; the third the know-
ledge of that whicli was not and then came into
existence,

1-2. Zull and rukhsarn :  In mysticisin God is considered
us & beloved.  As such, myslics huve deseribad lis locks, fuce,
lips, eyes, molo ote.  [lis locks lic looss on his fnca, Thay are
never ab vest; somelimos they hido tho face nnd somebimes it
is revonled. Theso iwo phesoment aro enlled " Jwlil ' and
" Jumiil” respectively. Cf. the following characteristic lines :

el 1y e DTy s adde 5y e § s
o alibhob Glhar ey cild di g Sl
Mubhmnd Shabisturi, Gulshan-i-riz,

3. CL Glnzaly, Sharl al-ihya, Vol, T, 452,
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From the quality which rvelated 1o the knowledge
of 'ruth, Husn (benuly) came into existence which
is (also) called ** Nikayi.” And from the guality
relating to the knowledge of Self 'Ishq (love) eame
to light which is also called ‘'Mihr.” From the
quality relating to' “non-existing aund then existing.*”’
Huzn (sorrow) came into existence which is (also)
called Andoh. And all these three who have emanated
from one fountain-head are brothers to one another.

EHusn who is the eldest brother looked into him-
self and found himself extremely beantiful®. A cheer-
fulness appenred in him., e smiled and so many
thousands of cheribim came into existence from
that smile. ‘Ishq whon is his vounger brother had
affection for Ilusn and could not remove his gaze
from him and remained his slave in service. When
the smile of Husn came into appearance, he (i e.
‘Ishgq; wns agitated and disturbed. He wanted to
move, but Huozn who is the youngest brother sos-
pended himself to him and from this suspension
beaven and earth came into existence.

CHAPTER Il

When the carthly Adam—on hini be blessings
and pence—was created! 2 tumult arose in the

1, In the text rewd: Ly

8. <. 0 the Phonomenn! World,

8. The Franch franslation " la plus  dlevé de tous low
biong ' is incorrvest. [,__11; (withoub the izala} iz wused as an
ndverb in the sanso of ;1 CI nlso our “Thres 1veatisos on
Mystigism,” p. 34, foob-nole 1.

4. The plursl refors to . 3 L
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sublime assentbiy that from the four elements a vice-
gerent has been created. Suddenly the designer of
predestinntion put the compass of device to the
tablet of dust'. A beautiful form came into appear-
ance. These four dispositions which are the adver-
saries of one another were given into the hands of
the seveu planets which are the select commanders,
s0 that they sere imprisoned in the prison of the
six directions and the king of the sun revolved
round the centre forty times. When the forty morn-
ings were completed the robe of humanity was put
on their necks so that the four became vne. When
the news of Adam—God's benedictions and His peace
be upon him-—spread in the hiernrchy of angels the
inhabitants thereof desived to see him. This nffair
wis 1'8;)01'£ec1 to Husn. Husn who was the king
said, " At first I will vide alone. If I like it [ will
stny there for a few days; then you may also
follow me."

Husn mounted the horse of grandeur and set for
the ‘city of the cxistence of Adam'. He found it to be
a pleasant place and a heart-attraciing mansion. He
dismounted and took possession of the whole® of
Adam so thut he left nothing in Adam.

When ‘Ishq came to kunow of the depurture of
Eusn he put his hand in the neck of uzn and left
for TTusn. When the people of the hierarchy of

1. Tt is incorrect on bthe pnrt of khe .Ifrench branslator to
read ,a with izafa. " la pointe™ is unok to be found in the
e [

Porginn text.

2. In the toxb rend : g{:‘h
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angels came to know of this they immedintely pursued
them'. When 'Ishg reached the kingdom of Adam
he saw Husn wewrving the erown of honour on his
head and reposing on the throne of the existence of
Adam. He wanted to accommodate himsell there.
His forehead struck against the wall of terror and he
fell off his feet. Fluzn immediately took him by the
hand. When ‘Ishq re-opened his eyes he saw that the
angels had gathered fast together. He turned towards
them. They submitted themselves to him and sur-
rendered him their rulership. And all of them set
for the court of Tlusn. When they reached near,
‘Ishq who was the commander-in-chiel handed over
the vicegerency to Fluzn and ordered that all should
kiss the earth from a distance, because they had
not the power to approach. When the people of the
hierarchy of angels saw Fusn all of them prostrated
themselves and kissed the earth: “So the angels [ell
prostrate, all of them together®.”

CHAPTER III.

It was a long time that Husn had lelt the city
of the existence of Adam and returncd to his own
world and was waiting- to find a place [t for the
habitation of his honour. When the twrn of Yasuf
cnme they informed Husn. He started at onee. ‘Ishq
took hold of the sleeve of Huzn and resolved to go
to Flusn. When he approached very near he saw
Fusn haviog mixed himsell with Yasuf so that theve
was no distinction between Husn and Yasul. Tshq

L 441 s from 0% “to driva: to pursue.”
2. Qur'in XYV, 30.
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ordered Huzn Lo kuock at the gate of Humility. A
votce came lrom the majesty of Husn': “Who is it?"
‘Ishq replicd with the tongue of eestasy :
Verse.
“Your slave has returned to you broken-
hearted,
The poor soul went on his feet and returns
on his head®.”
Husn put the hand of independence against the

chest of search of ‘Ishq. ‘Ishg recited the following
verse in o sorvowlul tone:

Verse.
“[or' the sake of this. that T have no-one
gxcept you _
Don't be cruel, for I cannot bear your
cruelty.” :
When Husn heard this song he carelessty replied :
- Verse.
"0 'Ishq! gone is the time when I enjoyed
yvour company,
Lo day ! do not even remember you'”
When ‘Ishq was disappointed he took the hand

of Eozn and turned his face to the desert of amaze-
ment and chanted to himself—

Lo o= b5l goss with 2ol i 55050
2. Or wo may branglate “hug toppled over his hend."

d-d.  Aro missing in tho Fatih Ms. and havo therelore nob
baen translnted into French.
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Verses.

"May mo hand be successful in obtaining
your union,

May no other soul but mine burn in your
languish. ‘

Now that in expectation my day is come
I am gone; may no one see this day."”

When Huzn was separated from Fusn he said to
" ‘Ishq:

“Eversince we were, we remained in the service of
Fusn and we received the patched-garment from him
and he isonr Piv (mystagogue). Now that we have
been forsuken the line to be followed is that, each one
of us tums his face to a different direction; and that
we undertake a journey in accordance with ascetic
exercise, and for a time remain firm-footed under the
kicks of time, and draw our head into the collwr of
resignation, and pray some rak'ats on the wmulti-
coloured prayer-carpet of Divine will and decree. It
may be that through the help of those secluded Pira
who are the patrons of the world of Formation wnd
Decay we may return to the service of the Shaikh."”
When this was agreed upon, IHuzn turned his face to
the Jand of Canaan and ‘Ishq took the way to Bgypt.

CHAPTER 1V.

The way of Huzn was nearer. In one stage
he reached Cannan and enteved through the gate of
the city. He was secking for o PIv in order to spend
o few days in his company. He heard about Ya'qil
of Canaan. TForthwith he entered the door of his her-
mitage. The eye of Ya'gqah fell on him. He saw a
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traveller with a familiar face in which the signs of
love were visible. He said, ' Welcome, you have
come with a thousand joys. Trom whiut direction
have you honoured us having taken all these trou-
bles ? " TTuzn replied, * From the ‘Country of the
No-wheve-land" from the * City of the Pure’."

Ya'qiib spread the carpet of Palience with the
hand of Humility and sented Huzn there and him-
sell sat by his side’. When a few days passed
Ya'qab took a fancy for Huzn so that he could not
exist for a moment without him. Whatever he
possessed he bestowed on Eluzn.,  Tirst he presented
him with the pupil of his cyes “and his eyes were
whitened on account of sorrow®" He named the her-
mitage 'the abode of sorrows' and pave him the
superintendence.

Verses.

Why fear the enemy when you're my friend,

Of when you're my confidant in the pangs
of separation ?

Tell the enemy: Fill your sides with the
blood of your liver,

When in accordance with my ‘wishes you
are in my side. B

CHAPTER V.

And from the other direction the afflicted ‘Ishg
determined to go 1o Lgypt, and made two stages one

1. This senbonce is winting in the Frenceh translulion

2. Que'an, XI1 84
107
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until Ie reached Lgypt; and likewise [rom the dust
of the way he came to the market and said :

Verses,
Love hus arrived in the market of the world .
The clamour of the beauty of that beloved
wasg spread.
What is intellect now when love has strutted ?
What is-patience now when the friend has
~ come ?

The name of my heart after being lost for
some years

Has reappeared from the curvature of that
musk-diffusing lock, :

A tumult arose in the city of Egypt. People
gathered together. ‘lIshg like an’ unencumbered
Qalandar passed every place and glanced ut every
handsome youth and from every corner he sought
a beloved®. No one served his purpose. . He en-
quired about the palace of the king of Bgypt and
thrugt his head into the door of the parlour of
Zulaikhi. When Zulaikha witnessed that incident
she got up, turned towards ‘Ishq, and said, “0a
hundred thousand precious souls be thy sacrifice?,
Where do you come from and where would you to?
What are vou called ?” "Ishg replied, “I come
from the Holy-house, from the gquarter Rubibad,

1 ;b‘j;) is omillod in Ms, I,
2, Lit. " fobe of bhe liver.”  The Trench translation s
incorrect,

d.  Tho Fronch brnnslntion iy unhappy.
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from the lane of Husn'. [ have a house in the
neighbourhood of Huzn. My profession is travel
[ am a solitary siifi.  Every time I turn my face to
a dirvection, every day [ wm at a stage, cvery night
{ stay at a place. When [ am in Arabin they call
me ‘Ishg and when I come to Irdn they call me
‘Mihr.’  In heaven [ am celebrated as the ¢ mover’
and on the earth [ am known as the ‘quiter’® Al-
though I am old I am still young and although with-
out provisions [ come from a noble family. My
tale is lengthy, " My tale is long and you ave tived.”
We were three brothers, brought up in luxury, and
not having seen the face of privation. If I were to
relate the affnirs of my country and describe the
wondervs that are there you will not understand and
they will not be comprehended by vyou. But it is
a country which is the Iast of our countries: and
from your country one who knows the Wiy CAn
reach there in nine stages® 1 will narrate the story
of that country in a manner akin to your under-
standing.” ' '

CHAPTER VI.

“ Know you that above this nine-storied pulace!
there is a cupola which is called the City of the Soul.
It bas a rampart of grandeur and a diteh of magni-
ficence. At the gate of that city an 0ld Youth

1. The TMroneh translabor omits w13 which is a mis-
tnleo in Ma. T,

2. The French translntor reads maskin instead of musalkkin.
So ho huy missed tho opposition between mularrik and musakkin.

3. i. e ths nine skies.

4. €. e the nino heavons.
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isappointed as a guard.  The name of that old man
is Eternal [ntellect'. He alwaws trivels® but does
not move from his place®. He is gifted with a good
memory ', He knows how to read the Divine Look®
He is very eloguent but is mute®. He iz very’
old ‘but has not seen time®. He is very ancient but
as yet debility has not found its way te him.. And
whoeyer desires to reach that city should sever from
these four arches’ with six ropes™, and prepare a:
Insso of Love; and place the saddle of Time™ on.
the horse ol Desire ; and apply to his eyes the eol-
lyritm of watchlulness with the bodkin of Hunger;
‘and - take. the sword of Wisdom ™ in hand ; ask the
way .to the smaller world® and come from the
North * .and seek the inhabited quarter. When

1. e Jat Je
2. i. a. promulgnbes intalloctual virbues.
3. DBecause it is-ineorparenl.
4. 4, a. knows the sciences
5. i e he knows Divine secrots,

G. 4. e he conn comprehend S O N nok Sobs ges

_'7. In the toxt rend: -

8. DBoecnuse bime is . debermined by the ravolution of the
gkios which nre corporenl Ehings.

9. 1. a. the four elements.
10. 4. e the six direchions.
11. Bebber rend —*7 in the bext, and Lranslube contom-
plation.”
12, 4 e knowledge.
13. Meanng the microcasm i, e. tha buman body.

14. Boeauso the rab'-i-maskin is bownrds the norih of the
hemisphers. With regurd to the human body it menns bhe
nbode of souls,
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he reaches Lheé city he will find there a thiee-storied
palnce, '

Iu the first story there are two parlours. In
the fivst pavlour o throne of. Water® is Inid and one
is reclining on it.  His natore is inclined townvds
moisture.  He is very sagacious, but lorgetfulness
prevails over him. He immedintely solves every
difficulty ¥ that you place before him, but he does
not remember it. In hisneighbourhood in the second
parlour there is a throune of ire!. One is reposing
on that throue. His nature inclines towards dryness,
He is clever (and) cunning but dull®.  He takes time
to solve the mysterious allusions; but when he com-
prehends them they never escape his memory., When
he sees him® he commences persuasive language, and
begins to deceive him by elegant things and every
time he presents himsell to him in a different form”.
He should not pay any heed to these, and should
turn his face from them, and should urge his horse
forward nnd reach the second story.

There also he will find two parlours. In the
first one a throne of Wind is iaid out. One? is

1. Jleans the thres chambers of bhe brain.

2. Means the plues which bolonga bo Riss-i-mushiarif.

3. Tho commentury ronds L_;K:‘ “propesition,” According
bo tho commentary it meins Sl .

4. Mewns the palace of quwwaet-i-khaydl.

b. Cf. Shakespenre, TInmlof, 2 Ack, 2 Se. A dull und
muddly-metbled rnsenl’” This senbonee has been omibted by
the Freuch translator.

. ¢ c. tha coiner.

7. All thiose Ehings are tho ereation of guwwel-i-Thayal

8. Relers to guwwad-i-waln. '
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resting on that throne. His nalure inclines towards
coldness. He likes telling lies, false nccusation,
loitering !, sauntering?, and teading astray, and al-
ways delivers judgment about things which he does
not know?  And in his neighbourhood, in the second
pariour, a throne of Vapour is lnid. One is leaning
on it. His nature is inclined towards heat. He
has seen many things good and bad. Sometimes he
assumes the form of angels and sometimes® that of
‘demons®. Wonderful things are found in his pre-.
sence. He knows necromancy very well. They
learn magic from him. When he sees him he begins
flattering and tnkes hold® of his reins and tries to.
destroy, him”. He should show them the sword?,
and frighten them with the sword so that they run
away from his presence.

When he reaches the third story he will see n’
heart-altracting parlour. In that parlour a throne
of pure Tarth is laid. One® is resting on that throne.

1. Also means " gossip,"

2. TIn tho toxt rend ‘_f—r

3. Tor u better understanding of the guwwat-i-wakm wnd
its workings seo our hoolr “Three Trentises on Mysiicism,” p, 66
{boxt}. ‘

4. Rolors to gqravwat-f-matakhayyila.

5. Tho thoughts ruled by J* are good nnd called » s
and eompnred bo nngels; ruled by ¢#3 they nre bnd ond called
ALz wnd compared to demons, '

6. Inbho texk rend -‘.?_:T

7. DBy keoping men back from comprehonding = sise

8. i e the sword of knowledpe.

S i e quwwal-i-hafiza.
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His nature is moderate'. Refllection prevails over him.
Many trusts have been deposited with him® - And
he does not misappropriate whatever is entrusted to
him. He? makes over to him all the wealth that
he acquires from this body ! in order that it may be
of use to him at sowe future time®.

When he has finished there and intends to go
away he will come to five doors®. "The first door’
has two wings, In each wing a throne is [nid which
is oblong like an almond % And two curtains, a white
one and a biack one’, are hanging in the front. Many
fastenings are Iaid on the door™. One is reposing on
the throne. He is concerned with espionage. He
can see through the course of so many years. Mostly
he is travelling but does not budge from his place.
Wherever he wants to go—be it a long distance—he
reaches in & moment. When he" reaches him, he

1. Ha differenbintos hebween truth and falsehood.
2. The French translator has misundwerstood tho cona-

3. 1. tho comar.
4. Moenns body of thoughla.
5. the French translation is corrupt.
G. e the five exbernal senses.
T. i.e. the lnenlty of sight.
8. t.e. the bwo eyes.
9. Rolers to the whiteness nnd hlackness of the eye.
10. The French branslation “serwitews” and s'agitent lor
tho words Laaz and L) rospectively is wrong.
11. In the toxt rend .53 after G Soe tho variants to
the fioxt.
12, d{.e. the comaer.
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orders him not to allow every oue ! to pass the door.
Aund if-a breach appears anywhere he should inform
him at onee.  Then he goos to the second door The
second door has two wings® Ench wing hus a thresh-
old®,—lengthy, zig-zag?, and with a talisman Injd on
it. At the end of ench wing a cireular throne is lnid,
One® is reposing on both the thrones. He iy the
news-master. He has a courier® on the wiay who is
always in motion. And the courier’ acoepts every
form that appears; and presents it to lim; and he
comprehends it. He orders him to tell him Immedi-
ately every thing that he-hears; and not to allow to
himself every form: and not to go out of the way by
every sound.

From there he goes to the third door. The third
door has also two wings®, And a lengthy thresh-
old leads from each wing uptil both the thresholds
end in a parlour. In that parlonr there are two
chairs®.  Qne'®is sitting on both the chairs, He has
nservant who is called “wind.” Bvery day he goes"
round the world and brings him a part of every

1. .. evory ensunl objock thub comes inbo vision,
i.e te bwo onrs.

QB2

t.e, the foramen.
4. Inatead of &= = Mr. Corbin reads il

6. e Quwwab-i-simmi's,

6. .2 bhe wind.

7. Intho boxb read oL,

B. 4. tho twa nostrils.

9. .a the two lobes of the bruin,

10. .. e Cagd

11. In the Lext read _:_:_r

114



17

pleasant and unplensant smell that he finds. He
appropriates and expends it. He tells him not to
deatl' imuch; and not to go about uscless things.

From there he arvives at the fourth door®. The
fourth door is wider than these three doors.  In this
door there is o spring of sweet water. Around the
spring there- is a wall of pearls’. Inside the spring
there is a floating throne!, and one® is sitting on that
throne,  He is called the “T'aster.! He differentiates
between the four elements® and he can separafe and
arrange all the Tour Day and night he is busy in
that work. He orders him to leave aside that work
except in accordance with the requirements.

From there he comes to the fifth door”. The
filth door survounds the city. Whatever® is in the
eity is in this door'. And a earpet™ is spread
around this door™ and one ™ is sitting on the carpet
0 that he covers the whole cirpet ¥, He commands

L Lit. “buying nnd solling.”
2. i.e the mouth,
S e the rows of toolls,
4. 1. the tongno.
b Lo M) g
6. ie tho food which ig mede of bthe [our elements.
Alsa nobo tlint there nre four bnshes,
1. d.e. the spidertis which conbnins il the senses.
8-9. French branslubion om,
10. i.e ble nerva-tissue. .
11, Boenuso the nerves porvado the whole spidermis,
12, 1o ooy Db

13, Beerusa .Y S v comprises nll the senses.
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the eight qunlities' and brings out the difference
between all those eight; and he is not unmindful of
this work even for n moment. He is called the
“Distinguisher.”™  He orders him to voll up the
carpet and close the door®

When he causes his horse to leap out of these
five! doors he arrives in the city and lenves for the
wood ® of the city. When he reaches there he sees
a fire® lighted there. One” is sitting and cooking
-something on the fire. One® inflames the fire.
One? is holding ic fast =o that it is cooked. One'
separates the crenm and the better part and sepa-
rates that whieh is left at the Dbottom " of the cauld-
ron. He distributes it among the inhabitants of
the city. He gives to the higher class thut which
is subtle and to the lower clnss what is dense. One™

1. Honb, coldness, moisbure, dryness, lightness, henviness,
simoothness, and roughness.

9. Nob "Big-connn hrm'armf} ws Mr. Covbin reads, but
mtt' arrif "one who makes known, distingnishes.”

-3, Inthe text rend 31,5

4. Inthe kexb rend =

. de the heart,  Lib. "lvor."”
ti.e, tho sbomuch,

Lo adl o

AT PR

e ke 2y

10, i abls oy

© @

11, DBeltor reud o R inshead of o

12, de 4.l oy
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with o tall stature' is standing. Whoever finishes
eating he holds him by the ear and pulls him up®
And a lion® and a boar! are standing in the wood.
The one is engaged in killing and tearving” day and
nighl; and the other in stealing and eating and drink-
ing®".  He unties the lasso’ from the saddle-strap and
throws it in their necks and ties them fast and
throws them there’. And he gives reins to his horse,
and shouts on it, and in a single gallop makes it leap
out of the nine barviers” and stops it outside the
door™®. At once an old man" beging to salute him
and entertains him and calls him to himself. In that
place there is a spring" which is called the “water
of life.” He orders him to bathe there. When he
attaing immortality he teaches him the Divine Book.
Above this city there nre some other cities®. He

J. 3. Corbin misundarstands N 5150

2. The Franch franskation is entively wrong.
d. e oyr o

4 de _up P

a.

Thae nebions of maf > g3 numely resistance nnd vengeance.

G. The actions of gt g3 which consist of seeking sexual
wnd cornnl pleasures.

Tode Jieog
8. 7.e. he subdues them und subjugatos them to £ and Ji
9. 1. the ning skies.

10. i e lenves the microensm and comes bto s mnero-
cosnt,

Il. i e le l_Jl,':r:
14, e bhe spring of inunortality, .
13, Boiu all Mss., bub bhe commentary rends singulnr wnd

oxplaing it by -l HR LY

117



20

shows him the way to all of them. And teaches him
how to recognize them.

If I were to relate to you the history of those
citics and give you details your intelligence would
not comprehend it, and you would not believe it
from me and you will be drowned in the ocean of
astonishment. We will limit ourselves to this much.
If you understand what I have said you will escape
in snfety.

‘CHAPTER VILI.

When ‘Ishg had narrated this story Zulﬂ.ikhﬁ_J
enquired, “What was the cause of your coming from
vour country?” ‘Ishq replied, "We were three
brothers. The eldest brother is called Husn and he
has brought us up. The youngest brother is called
Huzn and he often used to be in my service. And
all the three of us were happy together. Suddenly a
tumult was raised in our country that a wonderful!
being has been created in the terrestrial globe. He
is celestianl ns well as terrestrial, corporenl as well as
spiritual. That side has been entrusted to him and a
part of our country has been nlso assigned to him.
A desire to see him arose® in the inhabitants of our
country. All of them approached me and consuited
me. I represented this affair to Husn who was our
leader.” Husn snid, “You wait till T go and have n
look at him. .I1f 1 like him I will eall for you.” All
of us said, " Yours is the command.” Husn reached

1. iy is an adjeclive of df_ Mr. Corhin's brunslubion
is incorroet.
2. Tn the toxt road U
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the city of Adam in one stage: found it a heart-
altracting place and settled there. We also followed
him.  When we veached near we had not the power
to meet him. All of us fell off our [lect and,every
one of us fell in n corner until now that the turn of
Yasuf has come.  Huzn was pointed out to be in the
presence of Yasuf.” I and the youngest brother
whose name is Huzn turned our faces townrds that
direction. When we reached there Tusn had been
there even before we saw him. He did not give us
aceess to himself. ‘Lhe more? we lamented the more
we saw his independence of us increase.

Verses.*
Continie oppression, for it befits you,
Do kill for error becomes vou,
You are much better thun what you were—
It becomes you not to see us.

Compel in Inmentation and cold sights,
For this atmosphere® suits you.

When we realized that he is independent of us
each one of us parted in a different direction. Huzn
went towards Canann and T took the way to Bgypt.”

When Zulaikhf heard this speech she evacuated
the house for ‘Ishq. And considered 'Ishq dearer?
than her own life until Yasuf came to Bgypt. The
people of Bgypt were confounded. ''he news reached

1. In the text rend e

2. My, Corbin has omittod this poent in the translation.
3. Lib “wnber nnd nir;" JTis used for «_fn.nd 1yafors T
L. Tn tho texk rond u’"—r(

119



b

2

Zulaikkhd. She related the matter to ‘Ishq.  ‘Tshg
took hold of Zualaikha's collar and they went to sce
Yusuf. When Zulaikhi saw Yasaf she wanted to go
ahend. The foot of her heart stumbled against the
rock of perplexion. She fell out of the circle of
patience. She extented the hand of reproach and
tore her mantle of prosperity and all at once became
melancholic. The people of Egypt spoke ill! of her
and she thoughtlessly vecited these lines :

- He who cfecin.res his love does no fault.
Similarly, what is in me caunot be concenled.
They assert that T love you,
But my passion is above that what they
nssert.

CHAPTER VIIL

When Yaisuf became the king of Egypt the news
reached Canaan. Desire overpowerded Ya'gilb.
Ya'qtb informed Huzn about this condition. Huzn
thought it advisable that Ya'gGb should take his
children and go to Bgypt. VYa'gib submitted the
leadership to Fluzn and with the train of his children
took the way to Egypt.  When he reached Lgypt he
entered the door of the palage of the- king of Egypt.
Suddenly he saw Yasufl and Zulaikhd sitting on the
royal throne. With the corner of his eye he winked
to Huzn. When Huzn noticed ‘Ishq he kneeled in the
service of ITusn {(and) immedintely placed his fnce

‘1. The French bransinbor who follows Lhe text T hins
translabed .kl e 3 NS "ot l'c monde tui prodigun des
soms” hat he should have translated "Tha people of Taypl fell
in worship.”
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on the dust. Ya'qiib and his childern acted in con-
cordance’ with Huzn and all of them prostrated on
the earth.  Yisaf turned towards Ya'qib and said,
YO father, this is the interpretation of the dream
which I had narrated to you. O my father! Lo! I
sitw in a dream eleven planets and the sun and the
moan, | saw them prostrating themselves unto me."

CHAPTER IX.

Know you that of all the names of Husn one is
“Jamil” and the other “Kamil.” And it is said
“Verily, God is beautiful, He likes beauty.'® And all
things that exist—whether spiritual or corporeal—
seek perfection. And you would not see any one
who has no liking for beauty. So if you contemplate
well (you will know that) all seek Husn; and exert
to betake themselves to Husn. And it is difficult to
rench Fusu who is sought by all; because it is not
possible to reach Husn except through the mediation
of ‘Ishq. And ‘Ishq does not give nccess to himself
to every oune; and dones not place his foot in every
place, nnd does not show his fnce to every eve. And
il he' comes to him at a time when he? is prepared
for that felicity, he® sends Huzn who is the guardian
of the door to clean the house; and not to let any
one to the door; and to proclaim the arrival of the

1. TIn Lthe texh rend il ya
2. Qurun X171, 4.
3. CL Thn Quyyim al-Tawzlyn, Rawdnt wl-muhibbin, p. 237

540,
4. Tho hext unfortunuiely omits U_f meuning soma oneg,

In tho present cuse "he" stands for "[shy.
4. La Lhe wan.
G. i.e. 'Ishg.
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Solomon of ‘Ishq and shout out 'O ants! Rnter your
dwellings lest Solomon and his armies crush you,
unpereeiving,”! in order that the little ants of the
externnd and internnl senses may settle in their
respective places and be saved from the shock of the
amy of ‘[shg and no confusion find its way to the
mind ®.  He eircumambulates the house and inspects
all (of it} and alights in the parlour of the heart and
destroys some (of it) and construets some (of it), and
‘gives up his former habit and spends a few duys in
this business. Then he goes to the court of Husn.

S0, when it is known that it is ‘Ishq that takes
the seeker to the sought, an effort should be mnde to
prepare oneself tn know ‘Ishg and understand the
stages and grades of lovers and submit onesell to
Tshg.  After that he will see wonders.

Verses®
Eject hollow imnginations from vour head ;
Languish through coquetry; and incrense
supplication.
Your teacher is love, when vou reach there
He will himself uiter with the tongue of
ecstnsy @ Act thus.

CHAPTER X
When “affection” reaches the utmost extremity
it is culled “lave", ‘Love is excessive aflection.' Love

1. Quran XXVIT, 18,

2. The Tranch translator has ontiroly missed bthoe econ-
sbruckion of the {orogoing sentences.

3. Mr. Corhin inkentionally omils o $ransiubo fhese
varses.
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18 more particular than aflection because all love is
affection but all affection is not love. And affection
is more particular than “knowledge” becnuse all
alfection is konowledge, but ali knowledge is not aflee-
tion. And two opposite things come out of know-
ledge, which are called “friendship” and “‘enmity",
Becnuse knowledge pertains either to a thing which is
agreeable and suitable to the body or the spirit which
is called “pure good” and ‘“‘absolute perfection”;
and the human soul seeks it, and desires to betake
itself to that, and attain perfection : or, it pertains to
a thing which is not sunitable and nok agreeable to
the body and the spirit which is called “‘pure evil”
and “absolute defect”; and the human soul always
flies -from that and it has a natural aversion towards
that.  From the first comes' friendship and from the
second enmity. So the first round? is kriowledge,
the second round is aflection, and the third round is
love. And one cannot reach the world of love which
is the highest of all, unless he makes two rounds of
the stair from knowledge and affection. And this
is the menuning of “Two steps and you have reach-
ed.” And just as the world of love is the end of
the world of knowledge and affection, one who is in
union with it is the end of the learned scholars and
illustrions philosophers. And therefore it is said:

No created being has love,
None but the mature has love.

1. Alv. Corbin btranslates 3 by “sngesse’’, perhinps he
ronds 5

2, In the toxt road ul
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CHAPTER XL

‘Ishq (love) is derived Ffrom ‘Ashagah (ivy)!
and ivy is the weed which grows in the gnrden at
the root of a trec. At firstit grips hard to the earth?
then it shoots up?® dud winds* itself round the tree:
and 5o it proceeds till it covers the whole of the tree
and raclks it to such a degree that no sap is left in the
veins of the tree. Tt plunders all the nourishment
thitt comes to the tree through the water and air
‘until the tree dries up.

- Likewise, in the world of humanity which is the
essence of- the creation there is a tree with an erect
stature which is attached to the heart’s core.. The
heart’s core grows in the land of angels. Every
thing that is there® has life; as it is said :

Whatever resides in that place
Has a lifée—éven a stone or a clad.

1. This etymwology is also given hy Muphultd't, Kitab al-
wadil al-wmbin, edited by O, SBpies, p. 53: “And thore ia n tree
callad 'ashage which™ besomes prean, then ib becomes thin and
prle, - Zajiaii {n grammorion of the Brarn Sehool, died 337 A. H.:
cf. al-Anbir, Nuzhat al-alibba’, p. 879] seid : "Ashiq is derived
from that. Ibn al-'Arabi [n grammarinn of the Kifa Schoal,
diad 231 AL, ef. al-Anbiwl, pp. 207-12; Tarikh Baghdad v,
p. 2831 mid: 'ashagae is the bindweed ; it becomes green nnd
prlo nnd bwines nbout the trees within its rench. 8o (the word)
‘Ashiq is derived from thebt.” See also Ibn Qayyim nl-Jawziya,
Rawdat al-mulubbin, pp. 31-39,

2. 1. e roobs ibaslf frmly in thoe enrbl.

3. Lik raises its howd.

4. Inthe texk rend s,

(A G

e
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That hearts’s core is a seed which the Gardener
of cternity without beginning and end (azal wa-abad)
has planted in the garden of the angels of “Say ;. The
spirit is by command of my Lord™ from the granary
of “The souls are mustered armies.™ He rears it
with His essence, for “the heivts of the servants are
between the fingers of the Merciful which He turns
as He likes.” When through the felicity of the right
hand of God the help of the water of knowledge
“(We mnde) every living thing out of water”? and
the breeze of “Verily, for your Lord there are blasts
in the days of your time"* redch the heart's core
hundreds of thousands -of spiritual branches and
shoots grow on it. That liveliness and freshness
menns that, “I perceive the breath of the Merciful
(coming) from the right hand.” So the heart’s core
which is cnlled  the “excellent word becomes the
excellent tree” wviz. “Allnh coineth = similitude: n
goodly saving as a goodly tree.” 'Thereis n reflee-
tion of this tree in the world of Formation and Decay
which is called the “shadow” and the “body” and
the “upright tree.”  When this excellent tree begins
to grow and nears perfection, ‘Ishg springs up from a

. Qur'in XVIT, 87.

2. The complete hnrdith runs as follows: “Tho souls nre

mustered frmies: those who nre nequrinted togothor have friend-
ly connections nnd those who nre unnequainbed with one wnobhay
wagdo wirt nguinst ons noobher.” Ses Muoghulta'i, Kitab al-wddil,
p. 39 el furbher Mos'adi, Mwriiy adh-dhahab, (French edition)
Vol. IV, p. 168; Vol. VI, p. 381, Mulhwmmnd b, Dit'id, Kitab az-
Zahra, p. 145 Ibn Quyyim ol Jnwziyn, Rawdat al-muliibbin, p. 83,

3. Qur'an XXT, 91.

4. Sae our hook "Throo Troatises on Mysbiciem,” p. 33. -

&, Cor'itn X1V, 29,
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corner and folds itself round it until it rveaches such
an extent that it leaves no sap of humanity in thnt
tree. As the fold' of ‘Ishq strengthens® on the tree
its reflection—which is that wpright tree—becomes
leaner -and paler; until the connection® is severed
altogether. Then the tree becomes the “absolute
soul” and becomes worthy of finding a place in the
Divine garden; viz. “Enter thou among My bondmen!
Enter thou My garden!* -And since this aptitude can
be found through ‘Ishq, ‘Ishq is the pious deed which
takes him to this state. “Unto Him good words
asecend, and the pious deed doth He exalt” And
piety is the preparation for this stage. And when
-they saj that so and so is pious it means that he is
prepared [or the splendour-of ‘Ishg. Although it takes
‘the soul to the world of eternity it brings back the
body to the world of mortality ; for, in the world of
Formation and Decay there is not a thing which has
the power to bear the burden of ‘Ishq.

- Verses.
The enemy who desires your union
May not obtain joy for a single moment!
No! No! I would not curse him any more

Were the enemy iron, vour love would
- suffice.

1. The rending in Mss. F and A is 7 und = respectively,
whila Mr. Corbin translnbes “griffe."

4. The Tronch branslator nbruptly ends Lhe sentoneo heve,
und gives a mislending fook-note on shajara.

3. i.ﬂ. .;J_J.“_x_ J',;}{n
4. Qur'in LXXXIX, 29-30.
5. Qur'an XXXV, 11.
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CHAPTER XII

‘Ishg is a slave, born in the family, who has
been brought up in the city of eternity without
beginning.  And the king of cternity without begin-
ning and eternity without end has endowed him with
the superintendence of the two worlds, Every mo-
ment this superintendent goes to a different direc-
tion! and every time he looks at a different climate.
And in his royal wandate it is laid down that the
lord of every city that he visits should sacrifice a
cow for him; “God commandeth you that ye should
sacrifice 2 cow™ . And ‘Ishq does not enter the city
unless the man snerifices the cow of the (lower
appetitive) soul ®,

And the human body is like a ecity: his limbs
are its lanes; and his veins are streams that have
been cut through the lanes. And his senses are
artisans every one of whom is busy in a different
profession. And the (lower appetitive) soul is n
cow! which creates mischief in the city. It has two
horns: one is greediness and the other is desive. * It
‘has a fancy colour: it is yellow, clear and faseinat-
ing. Oue who looks at it is delighted “Verily, she is
Y yellow cow, bright in her colour, gladdening behold-
ers.’® Nethel is it old whose benedictions are sought

"in accordance with “Blessing is with your elders”; nor

1. The French translntion of this sanhmwe rung thus:
“eatito surveillanes, il 'excorca o boub instanb o do tous cobds.'”

o, Qur'in 1T, G3,

3. By omitbing nafs the Trench bennsintor hus missed the
vory soul of tha sentonco.

4. Seo foot-note 8 abovo.
a. Qurian 1I, 64.
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is it young whom we can neglect writing about in
accordance with the adjudication of' “Youth is a
branch of madness.” It neither understands the
Inwful mor comprehend the intelligible. * [t neither
envies paradise nor fears hell “Verily, she is o cow
neither with calf nor immature; (she is) between the
two conditions.’™
Verses.

Sans knowledge sans wisdom sans truth sans
faith

Like an infidel dervish without country or
religion.

Neither it tills the land with the plonghshare of
ascetic exercise in order to be able to sow the seed of
practise therein, nor it draws the water of knowledge
from the well of rensoning with the bucket of medita-
tion in order to rench the unknown through the
konown. It constantly roams in the desert of selfish-
ness like n horse with a broken headstall: “Verily

~she is n cow unyoked, she plougheth not the soil, nor
watered the tilth; whole and without mark.”™

Every cow is.not (it for this sacrifice. Such a
cow is not to be found in every city. And every
one has not the cournge to sacrifice this cow, and
every time this grace does not come to o man.

- Verses.

It requires wvears that an original stone
through the sun

Becomes n roby in Badakhshan or n enrne-
linn in Yamnn.

1. (gyi doos nob belong to the Arebic text ag Mr. Corbin
undarstands it.  Rather it corresponds to =
2. Qur'an IT, 63 A, Qur'iin L1, GB.
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CHAPTER .
INTRODUCTION,

Shihibuddin Subrawerdt Magtal is one of the outstand-
ing mystic philosopliers of the 6th century A.H, He was im-
prisoned by the order of alahuddin on a charge of heresy
and put to death either by starvation or strangulation by
Mulik uz-Zahir, the son of Salihuddin, at Halab in the year
587 AH. People therefore called him “Shaykh Magqtal”.
It seems to ussuperfluons to give his biography here, as his life
and works have ulready been studied by several scholars.!

T have, moreover, given in my edition of SuhrawerdI:s
Mu'nis ul-*Ushshag® un account of his life and works on the
basis of such well-known biographical works of the Arabs as
have been so far printed. Maulana Syed Sulayman Nadvi and
Professor Muhd. Shafi (Lahore), the former in his review of
the bool in  Mu‘arit, Vol, 84, number 2, p. 155, Azamgarh
1334, and the lntter in a private letter, Liuve. drawn my atten-
tion to Shahrazini's Nuzhat ul-arwih wor-raudal wl-afrah®,  "This
biographical work contains a long and exhaunstive biogruphy
of Sulirawardi with a detailed list of his works and poetry
and is all the more important as Shahraziri himself was an
“Ishragi”. The information given by him is more compre-
hensive than that of Yagit, Tbn Khallikin and Ibn abi
Usaibi‘a. Since this book is not yeb published we consider it
worth while to puablish here in Chapter IX the Arabic text
of the “Murdered Shaylkh's" biography, [For the edition
I have made use of the following MSS. . —

L. Cf. Brockelmunn, Gesch. d. Arab. Lit,, Vol. I, 437; Mubrmmad
Igbal, The Development of Metuphysics in  Persia, London 1908, P
121-30; Eocyelopuedin of Tslam, 9. v. Subrawnedi i L. Massignon, Recueil de
bextes inédits, Paris 1929, p. 111; AL Horten, Philosophis des Islam,
Miinchen 1924, pp. 120-26.

2. 0. Spies, The Lovers' Friand, Delhi 1934 (Bonner Orientulistische
Studien, Nr. 7)

3. Cf. Brockelmann, Vol. 1, 488,
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1. Berlin 10056 (Landsb. 480),* copied 782/1380, is =«
fairly good copy denoted by B in the list of the variants.

2. Bealin 10055 (Mo 217)° is incomplete, fonr pages at

the end are missing; it abraptly ends with the words:

o= ot e 5ed So the part from Cils) e s not found in this
copy. The MS., copied ca 1100/1688, is completely dependent
on B and it 1s denoted here by €. Prof. P. Kahle in Boun

was kind enough as to provide me with the votographs of this
M5, and the preceding one.

8. MS No. 890 of the Raghib Pasha Library in Istaubul
Is a very reliable copy which I was uble to utilise through the
kindness of Dr, H. Ritter who sent e the rotographs of it.
It s dennted by R. .

4. The British Museum muanuseript Add, 23,365 ( Cf,
Catal. manuscr.  Arab.  Mus. Brit., vol IT, p. 602) follows en-
firely the tradition of Band C. It was written in the year
995 A.H. and contains a greater number of mistakes and mis-
readings by the seribe than the two MSS, B and C and I huve
denoted it by L.

5. A modern transeription of the MS. preserved in
Hyderabad® is in the possession of Mauvlana Sulayman Nadvi
who kindly had it transcribed forane, T desire here to express
my best thauks to him also. ‘I'he MS in Hyderabad was copied
in the year 1029 A F. from an old M83. which was completed
according to its eolophon, on Ramadan, the 25th, 703 AH.
The copy from this }S. is denoted by 8,

Subrawerdt is, besides Thuul-*Arabi, one of the most re-
markable exponents of the movement which atteinpted to

4. Cf. W. Ahlwnrdt, Verzeichnisse der a.l'ﬁb. MBSS. in Berlin, vol. 1X,
p. 460.

4. Ibid. Val. IX, p. 489
6 Ci. Tihrish-1 Knbuh, Vol. I, p. 212 333,
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explain the Quran and the doctrines of Islam to a great extent
in an esoteric and ullegorical way. His philosophicul and
mystical ideas and teachings wre refleeted in his works on
ph_ilosophy, mysticisin, and metaphysics. Subrawerdi's prinei-
pal and most characteristic work, Kitdb hikiat il-ishrag “The
Philosophy of Illumination" is well-known; and his philesophy
is living upto this day in the order the followers of which call
themselves “Ishrigiyan®. !

Professor L. Massignon has given u chronological elnssi-
fication of Sulirawerdi’s works, ? and differentiates between
works of his youth, of the Peripatetic peviod, wnd the Avicenno-
Platonic period,

‘The works of his youth reveal a strugrle between his
Lranian conceptions and Islumic doctrines.  Me was o Persian
by birth and a Muslim by fuith. So, on the oue hand, he is
strongly attached to Tranian belicfs and on the other, to his
Arabian faith. His earlier writings,  consequently, are an
atfempt to reeoncile his philosophical ideus with Islam sn
mucle so that inspite of the starm und stress of youth he did
not dare to pronounce his doctrines publiely; und so heclothed
them in the garb of allegory. ' When e later on professed
his ideas boldly and openly at Aleppo he had to suffer death
for lis ourspokenness.

"I'he three nystico-philosophical trealises which we  edit
and translute, for the frst time, in the following pages belong
to the class of his works of vouth Of rhis period hesides his
Arubie. works of which Fayakil un-niie is the most important,
Suhrawerdi has also sonie nice and original Persian  trealises

1. Cf LEaeyclopnedia of Islam, s.v, Subrawerds; O. Spies, lac. cib., p. 18
3, Only 17 of his works wre anobed there, o list conbuining 50 bools,
however, is given on the pages 101-102 of this hook.

3. Cf. L. Massignon, Toxtes inadits ete., p. 113,

4. These wllegories nre the aldest alla ftories in Parsiun
literature known so far
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which have remained unnoticed and almost unknown upto
the present day, ‘I'hese treatises are as follows:—

I. Mu'nis ul-‘Ushshag

“The Lovers' Friend” is perhaps the most characteristic
of these rasd’il. It isan allegory on the Quranic story of Joseph
tund contuins also an original tract on microcosm in which the
metropolis of spirit gnarded by an Old-Youth (ie, the Eternal
Reason) is described at length. It has been edited on the basis
of MSS. in C’oﬁ‘stuutinople by O. Spies with a Persian com-
‘mentary ; and transluted into French by Henry Corbin. ®
Another M3, of the sume is preserved in Bankipore No. 2205,
fol. 17u-25u in a manuseript of mixed contents, dated 1238/39
A.-H. Cf. Supplement to the Catalogue of the . Pers. Mannser.,
Vol II., Calcutta 1983, p. 187.

IT1. Lughat-i Muran

“The Language of the Ants” is also an allegnrical com-
position ‘consisting of 12 chapters wherein the author has
explained delicate mystico-philosophical theories in common-
place appealing terms. The first nine chapters are in the form
of stovies and the characters employed are birds and animals
which ave made to speak and think. The lust three chapters

are written rather in the form of aphorisms and the treatment
here is brief byt bold,

The subjeci-matter of the 12 chapters is as follows:—

1. Manis from divine origin and union with God is
his nltimate goal,

Man should detuch himself from the world and seek
union with God

3. Union is possible.

2

§. Pour I' Anthropologie Philosophique: Un teaité Persan inédit de
Suhrawerdi d'Alep (< 1191), Recherches Philosophiques 1932-33. 1. 371-423.
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4. God is Omniscient ; and man must try to compre-
hend His qualities.

5. Comprehension of Divine Qualities is possible
throngh self-purificatinn and renunciation.

No one can harm a sift; and he enjoys the to1tmes
to which he is subjected.

7. "l'o save himsell from troubles the sifi should not

express all that is in his ken us only a few can un-
derstand those conceptions,

8. One who forgets God forgets everything, and God
‘alone cyn guide him back to the right path,

9. Divine favours are proportionate to human labours,

and. the utmost exertions are met with unbounded
munificence,

10. God is free from directions.

il. Sdf-mm hﬁcutmn is tlle only road to t-e!t -emuncipa-
tion.

12. God alone will remuin for ever; ull else is transitory,

Only one manuseript of the “Language of the Ants”
is known which is extuntin ‘Constantinople, Aya Sofya No.
4821 foll: 83-97. It wus written in 677 A.H. This MS, of
mmed comtents contuins ulso- other tracts e, g., SUHRAWERDI'S
Mu'nis ul-‘Ushshig, foll. 48a-59b (CF. O, Seies, The Lovers’
Friend, p. 19 Awvap’ 0L-Gmazinis',  Swowanih, foll. 97a—
124h. (Cf. "H. Ritter, Flilologica VII, Der Islaim, Vol XXI,
p. 94) efe, _

IIT. Bafir-i-Simurgh

“The Note of Stmwrgh” is a mystical tract. Tt is divided
into two parts (gism) of three chapters (fusl) esch. The
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author describes it as “*a few sentences written about the states
of the Bretlhren of Seclusion” and calls it “The Note of
Simurgh' whom he introduces at length, 'The Simurgh, here,
stands for the safi (salik) who has passed all the stages
(magamat ) oni the road {{ariga) and reached the goul (fana fil-
hagg).

‘T'he nuthor begins by saying, that, he who renounces the
world and gives up all wordly attuchments and practices
sufistic exercises for # certain time becomes a safi and ncquires
the various qualities which he next sets to ennmerate,

In the first chapter of the first pavt, entitled “About the
Beginnings’, Suhrwerdi deals with the excellence of the wne-
quisition of the knowledge of God (ma'rifa) and corroborates
his reasonings by Quranic quotations; in the second chapter he
gives an aceount of the Divine Lights that appear ta the
Safl and guide him,  In the thivd chapter e says that when
the Lights remain for u long time and do not pass away quick-
ly it is called “Tranqguillity™ (sekina) and describes the delights
and attainments of the man who has attained “I'ranquillity”.

In the frst chapter of the second part which is entitled
“About the Ends” Suhrwerdi describes fana-i-albar as the
stage beyond “Tranquillity” in which the sff besomes uncons-
ciows of himself, and fund doy fana as the stage in which he
becomes unconscions of the nnconscionsness,  He also enume-
rates the varions unifications in connection with wnnihilation.
In cliapter two the author explains the advantages of mairifu
witrning us, however, against exposing and divalging the
secret of “‘Predestination”.  In the last chapter he deals witl)
Affection (muhabbat) and Relish (ladhdhat). He regards affec-
fion as imperfect, and relish as leading to perfection,

On the whole, we have adopted the text of our edition
from the manuseript Falih 5426, fol. 103a-108a veplacing it in
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some places by the Bankipore manuscript where this latter
text seemed to be more correct.

A few grammatical and orthographical remarks about
the Fatih M8 may be added.  Sometimes the comparative is
used for the superlative? ey, 2L for a8 I such cases
we have retained the comparative form in the text, translating
it, however, by the superlative, e copyist does npt differ-
entinte between > and i and & and 5% he ulso generally muokes
no distinetion between _ and wand - and z . The madde above
alijis never given, hut zubar is sometimes

and that very rave-
ly—given instead, « in compound words is always written
without the final | e.g. Klx 8 written as e@liliy . Tn the plural
sometrimes the orthography gl - or sui,7 is found.

ia)

T'he second manuseript, extant in Bankipore No. 2203,
fol. 1h —8b (CE. Suppl. Cad. p. 135) is a fairly modern copy but
contains better rendings sometimes. In the colophon, dated
Tiesday the 11th Dhu "I-Hijjn 1238 A, ., the seribe Tidad
AT suys that he granseribed the copy by the order of Nawwih
Nivr-ul-Flasan Klhan Bahadar, The colaphon runs thus:

plaat o O <515 s Ol el el e el al L5,
ol s gy UL, Giedl, bl e Wl

T L S NP PSSP | - 0l ol 8 Gy e 2B bl

5"_;*“‘ u_.l"—;l * C,-]_JD ab/_;'h L‘J;DJ{L_‘JL:D‘- Sila L_J'I_:u ..)L::)y'l —— Ls..-_xi

L. This M8 of mixed contents conlaing  among obthers al-Ghazili's
l‘.uuufumt ahl ald’b(_ch_at which  has meanwhile been cdited nod trunslated
by O Prebzl, DisStreitschrift des G hassly seaén dia Thihiyn, Manchen 1933:
(not seen): Subrawerdi's, Pertevnmme, fol. ."JQJL-—'?.‘J;L. Hayakid nn-nnr,
fol. T9h—01a, Mu'nis ul-"Tshshig, Tol. 19h—99, (ef. O, Spi;:s, loc. eit., p. 20)
ole.

2 This may be an {ntuence from Arnhice,
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‘We could ufilise this manuseript through the kind offices
of Mr. Syed Akhtar Twmani, DA, student of CArabic .in the
Muslim University, who carefully collated our text with this
manuscript. * We thank him .very much for his help, We
denote the Bankipore manuseript by B while the Counstantinople
manuscript-is denoted by A, In the list of the variants the
abbreviation ¢ means i zs; i . -

IV. Tarjuma lisan ul-bagq wa-huwa _risa”.lat ut-tair.

. The riext treatise belongs to just the same literary genre
as the preceding trentises, "The quthor ealls it ““I'vanslation of
the Tanguage of Truth and this is The "'reaties of the Bird",

('::l.) The Trentise.

According to H Khal, T1I, p. 418 both Ibn Sind and
al-Ghazill have composed Arabic treatises under the same
title,  H Khal, does not mention that of Suhrawerdi. I'he
Arabic fext of Tbn Sind's treatise was edited by M.A.F. Mehren
with a French translation !, Bya compurison of the Arabic and
Persian texts we come to the conclusion that both are almost
identical and that the Persian version is more or less a
transfation of the Arabic text although there are sometimes
additions or omissions in’ this text or that

L. Traités Mystiques, 2 idme TFasciculs, Leiden 1891 Accordmﬂ to

Zirkill, Qumas, page 251, it wus also publmhad aguin in “'Al} \Iashrlq
Vol. IV, page 772,
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The authorship of Ibn Sing is quite certain as hig disciple
al-Juzjant and after him Ibn abi Usaibi‘a ' wention it, charac-
terising it in the following words: “I'he treatise of the Bird,
an allegorical composition in which he deseribed how he reached
the ]‘(nowledge of Truth”,

Thus we have here, as stated by Subrawerdi himsell at
the very beginning, & Persian translation of Ton Sind's lreatise
by Suhrawerdi, ? Shahraztii alse mentions the Risilat nt-tair
ns one of Suhrawerdi's works, CF, p. 102, No. 31 of this baok.

The treatise itself is u small allegory that hints at the
worldly distractions that fuce, and the impediments that are

to be sarmounted by the mystic traveller who is represented
in the story as a hivd.

The Bivd relutes? that some hunters netted o foek of
hirds in which he was flying, and considered lis hondage and
imprisonment congenial until one day he saw his other com-
panions free and ubout to fly, but still having a strip of the
honds on their legs.  After some incipient refusal they assisted
in setting him free, But they conld wot remove from his
leg the remaining strap which they also wore,  After a long
Aight over seven mountuins they came to the eighth where
there was the “King” whom they infarmed abonat their con-
dition and who expressed his readiness to help them in unfet-
tering  the vemaining bonds.  He, therefore, sent with them o
nessenger for the exeention of that task,

1. ed. A, Miller, Vol. I, page 19. .
2. Suhrawerdi, on the othar hand, has compnsed nnobher traect quite
similar to Tho Sind's risdlat al-fair which is entitled al-ghurbat al-ghariba.
It has always been mentioned among the works of the murdered Shavkh
Refer H. Khal. TII, 310; Yaqnt VI, 270; Mir'at nd-jandn ITT, 435; und p. 102,
Na. 27 of this book. Four menuscripts of it wre extant in Constantinople: ef,
Spies, Mu'nis ul-'Ushshag, page 13. The edition and teanslation of this text
is under preparation.

. CGi. alsa the statement of its contents given by Mehren, lne. cit.,
pp. 25-26.
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'The edition of the text is based on the same manuseript
Fatih 5426, foll 99h—102a. Although written by the same
hand as Sayir-z Stmuwrgh the copy of visalat wg-garr is full of
mistakes of the copyist which have been corrected in the fini-
nofes,  Other M33, of it arve not known,

(b) The Commentary.

The anther of the Persian commentary ' s ‘Onar n,
SANLAN Us-Sawadi . He lived at Nishapir and was an eminent
philosopher of the time of Malak Shah Saljigr.® The com-
mentator is the anthor of Risd/al-us-sanjormya {7 ba'imit 11-ungn-
raga (e, T Khal, I11 412) and Terikh Tsbahin (ef H. Khal TI,
1083, ‘O b Bahlan ® supported himself hy selling his trans-
cripts of Thn Stna's ash-Shifu™. _

There is only one m:mﬁscript of this commentary so fur
known,  Ttis extunt in the British Museum, and described in
Catal, Codd. Mamser. Arvab. Mus. Brit,, Vel 11, p. 450
No. 26, We thonght it desirable to. edit this commentary
along with the Persian text and fo desist from translating it
sinee it has been ntilised to a certain extent by the TFreneh
translator,

V. Pari Jibra'il.

“Inr Wive or Ganmien” is the uext of these treatises
which will shortly be edited by H. Cormn® with a Persian
Conmentary Vin the “Jonrnal Asiatigue”” Tt is therefore not

1. Gl Brockelmann, Val, 1. p. 456, No. 44; Mehren, loc. eit., p. 25.
2. Or of Bultnn Sunjar (512-548 AFL)}  Cf. Br. Mus. Cat, of Pers.
MB5., Vol. 11, 439, For the nuthor's wisha ef. Yiqos, Mu'jum,ed. Wostenfeld,

Vol. 111, p. 24.

3. In Flagel's edition of H. TWhal. IT, 108 vead 'Omar instend of
"Abdullal; in the Constuniinople edition I, 217 rend Saklin instend of
Shahlamn.

4. Cf. Supph. Pers.  MSS. io the British Museumn, p. 1087h,

5. We lenen this from n personnl leter to” Prof. 0. Spies.

G. Rotographs ol the commenlary were seub to Lim by Q. Bpies as
he hind times expressed his desire saverad times to edis 14 jointly with Q.Spies,
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necessary to go info the details although we have carefully stu-
died it. Besides the wmanuseript in Constantinople, Aya Sofya
4521 * another manuseript is extant in Bankipore, No, 2206,
ol 2Bb-31n0° Tt is  entitled here Bayan-iawiz-i  par-i

Jibra'il

‘Thers are some move rasa'il of this kind of which na
manuseripts are known to ns so fuy they are mentioned in
Shahraziivi's Nuzhat ml-ciriegh, CfLop. 102 of this book.

Suhrawerdi’s works ave full of his philosophy and, parti-
cularly, his philosophical ideas are scattered about in the
necompanying treatises.  Although the idens are not systeni-
atically developed, vet we find ample matervial to  work Lpon.
The various aspects of philosophy, ontology, ensmology and .
psychology ein be expounded with the help of his writings.
We do not propnse here to deal with them in detail® as a
separate paper on Subrawerdi's philosophy according to the
texts edited here will be published in the next volume of the
*Jonrnal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.”

As regards the translation it has been our endeavonr (o
give a literul translation ns far as possible, but at times we
could not help transluting freely. 'The quotations from the
Holy Quran are given according to the translation ol MaRya-
puke Prokrnarn, The Meaning of The Glorions Koran, London
1930, In the list of the variants to the texts £ MELNS (i Sayr yo 8
Other abbreviations are given in the first chapter or where the
book is guoted for the first time.

L. Cf. O. Spies, Mu'nis, p. 19.
2. CL Suppl. Catal, p. 157,

3. Dr. Mobammad Lgbel hes deslt with thew in genernl in his book

“The Development of metaphysice in Persin," London 1908,
pp 120140,
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Owr  Dbest thanks ave due to Dr. H. RITTER in Constan-
tinople for sending us certain ratographs of manuscripts pre-
served there, to Messvs. ArDuL Aziz Memox (Arabic Depart-
ment) and Zii-1 Auvap Badauni (Persian Department) for
some nsefnl snggestions, and to Nawwan Mumaoman Isyarn,
Kuax, the Acting Vice-Chancellor of the Muslim University,
for providing u part of the funds for publication.
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- CHAPTER II.

TRANSLATION
or CrHE

“LANGUAGE OF THE ANTS"

In the nume of God, the Mereitnl, the Compassionate !
O Lord increase my knowledge.

- Praise be to the orviginator of all, for, in reality, all the
entirety deserves to acknowledge that the existence of all
the existant things is due to witnessing the “essence.”

And benedictions he upon the Lord of mankind,
Muhammad the chosen—peace of God be upon him, his
offspring and their sonls.

One of the dear friends who was favourably inclined
towards this frail being requested me. I will write a few
sentences pointing out the procedure, provided lie withholds
them from incapable persons —if it pleases Grod. They are
culled “Language of the Ants” and success is with God.

Crarrer Qxn,

A few fleet and loin-girded ants came out of the ‘depth
of the darkness of their ambush and their prior abode and
made for the desert in ovder to avrange for their vietuals.
By cliance, some shoots of vegetation came into the region
of their observation. In the morning time- drops of dew
had settled on the sides of their snrfaces. One [of them]
asked another: “What is this 2" Seme said:  “I'lie source of

these drops is the earth.” Others said: “They are from
the sea.”
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In this manner a controversy arose. A destrous ant
amangst them said: “Wait for w moment [to see] which way
is it inclined, for every onehas an atiruction towwrds the
side of its arigin and an inelinution for adhesion to its" mine
und source. All things are drawn towards their choice,
Don’t you see that a clod of ewrth is thrown towards tle
surroundings, but since its ovigin is a stone, and since the rule
ol “All things véturn to their arigin is well-laid, the ¢lod
finally eomes down.  Whatever retreats to pure d'u kness has
also that [durkness] for its sonrce. And on the side of the
light of Divinity this fact is more evident with regard to
noble essence, God forbid any supposition of w wnion.
Whatever seeks light is also from light.”

The unts were in this [discossion] when the sun Trew
warm and the dew begun to rise from the face of the vege-
tation.  Lhe ants, [then], came to know that it did ot
heloug to the emtll, towent lothe air as it belonged to
the air.  “Light upon light;  Allal vuideth unto this Jight
whom He will; and Alluh speaketh to mankind in allegories.”t
“And that thy Lord, He is the goal.”2 “Untn Him cgood
- words aseend, and the pions deed doth He exalt.” 8

Cuarven 'wao,

Some turtles lind n nest on the shore. At s certain
time they were gazing upon the sen by way of reeres-
tion. A speckled bird was playing on the swurfuce of the
water ufter the habit of the birds. Sometimes it dived and
sometimes it emerged. One of them usked: “Is this agree-
able form wuatery orairy P Another suid: “IF it had not
been watery, what had it to do with water,” A third one
said: Uik s watery it cumot live without water,”

1. Quuan XXIV, 35.
2. Quran LIIT,
3. Quran XXXV, 11,
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The Qadi, a sincere judge, decided the mattor in this
wise: “Observe it and look after irs affairs! I i
live without water it iy neither watery woris it in need of
water.  The proof of this is the fish that when it e
water its life cannot continne.”

Ciln

wves the
Snddenly a strong wind
arose and stirved the .water. “Lhe small bivd took to the
height of the air, They said to the judge: “Our sutisfaction
needs an explanation.”

T'he judge quoting the suying of Abn Talib Malks !
may God sanctify his soul—uabont owr Prophet—Peuce of
God be uwpon him—in the chapter “[ixtasy and TFew"
[namely]: “When le puts it on, it removes the order of the
‘aql from him and so the “Kuan” and “makan” is taken :L\\'ﬂ.}'
from him", said: “In the state of extasy the “makan' was tuken
awuay from the Prophet,” and that he® says ubout Hasan-i
Salid in the chapter “Affection” regarding the “magqam-i
Khulla:" “The vision appenrs to him and then the “makan”
is rolled up for hin.” And the great men consider pussions
amongst the veils of  intellect and the body as the place.
Husuin b. Mansar says regarding the Chosen—peace be upon
him: “He shut the eyes out of kindness.” [e also says: “I'he
Sult is beyond the beings and albove the worlds.” All are
agreed that so long as the veils are not removed observation
cannot he acquired. This essence which comes into obser-
vittion is created and produced.?

All the tortles cried out: “How can an  essence relating
to place go out of the place and how can it break off from

1. Aba Talib Mubammad b. *Alt al-Muldt led the life of an aseetic and
Wﬂ.li.'_’.: he lived in Mekka, Basra and Bagdnd whera he died in 380 or 336.

Cf. Brockelmann 1, 200 ; Tarikh Baghdad, Val. ITTI, page 89 ; Ibn Khallikin
p. 602 Nulwhalul-Uns p. 1335 1 Massionon, Lexitue, Indey, p. 291,

2. i e Abo Talih Makko.
3. The fomous ascetic s itl-Besri,

1o doecthe stige of "Divine Friendship”  €f, Massimon, Lexique,
P 177 1945

A, Cf MDssignon, Lo Passien, Vol [, 354,
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the (six] divestions?”  The judge replied: I too related this
story at this length for this very purpose.” The turtles
cried out: “We have dismissed yon; yon nre disinissed” and
threw dust on him and retired to their nest.

Cuarrer THieE,

All the birds were present in the court of Selomon-
peace be upon him—except the nightingale. Solomon
appoinfed ubird as a messenger to tell the nightingale it is
necessary for us to meet each other.” When the nightineale
received the message of Solomon —peace be npon him—he
had not come out of Lis nest. He twrned to lis friends
[saying] “The command of Solomon—peace be upon him—
is in this manner and he does not tell lies. He has promised
an assemnbling. 1f he is vutside, an assembling and meeting
is not possible inside; and our nest cannot hold lim; and
there is no other way.” :

There wus an aged one among them.  He said : “If the
promise of “T'he day when they shall meet Him"1 be right
and the declaration of “All will be bronght before Us” 2 and
“Unto Us is their return” 3 “Firmly established in the favour
of a Mighty King”* comes frue, the way is this: since owr
nest cannot hold King Solomon we shonld also leave the
nest and go to him, else meeting will not be possible.
Junayd—mercy of God be upon him—was asked: “What is
Tagnwwuf?" He recited this verse:

“ITe sung to me wholeheartedly, and I also sang as he did,

And we were wherever they were, and they  were

wherever we were,”

1. Quran XXXITII, 43.

2, Quenn XXXVI, 38,
4 Quean LXXXVIII, 235,
4. Quran LIV, 55,

148



17
Crarter Foun,

Kaikhusraw had a world-displaying cup.  Whatever he
liked lie could inspect there. He saw the wniverse and
became informed of concealed things. It had been made
by a slave, out of leather, in the form of u eone. IHe had
placed thereon an opening and closing mechanism, When
he wunted to see one of the concealed things he opened the
cover. When he had opened all fastenings it did not come
out. When he had closed all it came out of the turning
instroment.  When the sun was on head, lie placed that cup
against it When the light of the sun fell on it all drawings
and lines of the world appeared there. “And when the sarth
is sprend out and hatl cast out all that was in her, and is
etpty and attentive to her Lord in fear! Thou, verily,
O man, art working toward thy Lord o work which thon
wilt meet (in His Presence).” ! “Not a secret of you will he
hidden.”2 “4A soul will know what it hath sent before it and
what left behind."8

Ferse:
“When I heard from my master the description of
the cup of Jem
I was myself the world-displaying cup of Jem”.
[Terse .
“Lhey fall of the world-displaying cup,
Our woollen cloth is that old buried cup.”

This is fvom -Junayd:"  “The nightly flashes of light

shine when they appear.”

Cuarrer Fivi.

Someane hecinme friendly with one of the kings of the
Jinms.  He said to him: “How can I see you?" He replied:

1. Quran LXXXIV, 3—6.
2. Quran LXIX, 18
3. Quran LXXXIT, A
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“If you want to lrave the advantage of seeing ms put some
frankincense in fire and throw away all the picees of iron
that are in the louse; wnd of the seven metals, all that
produce moise and sound. “Pollution shun!”l  And re
move everything that has noise in stubility and COmpiLnion-
ship.  “Then bear with them und suy : Peace "2 Then ook
out of the window after having sat in a cirele and having
burned frankincense. You will see me; for others it is an evil
similitude.” ¥ They asked Junayd—mny God have mercy on
ini: - “What is Tagewwuf?” He replied: “IThey are the
people of whouse which nobody except them enters.” Khwaja
Abl Sa'id Kharrazd may God have merey on him-——said:

“My qualities rose for the sovereign altogether,

My qualities disappeared when yon disuppeared from
the prison,

And he disappewred on whose account was my
absence,

So this was my annibilation, anderstand, O people of
senses.”’

In veply to one he says the verse:

“I am perplexed and I do not know on account of
my perplexity who I am,

Iixcept what peaple suy about me and my comji-
nions."”

One of the grent men says: “Cut off the attnehments
and east ont the obstacles so thatyou witness the Lord of the

1. Quran LXXIV, 5.
2. Qean NTITI, 8.
4. Qumn XVI, 62.

LAl Sa'id Abmad b, s al-Kharrdz, born  in Bagdad died in
Cairo in 236 A. H.-899A. D, For his life of Tartkh Baghdad, Vol. TV
p. 376 Shadhivat IT 192; his doctrine is developed by Massignon, Laxique
Technigue, p. 270-73 ; Selections from his sayings: Mnssignon, Textes
inédits gr 452,
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creatures.” He said: “When we did so and fulfilled all the
conditions:" “the earth shineth with the light of her Lord,
and it is judged between them with truth”! and it is said,
“Praise be to Allal, Lord of the warlds. Peace be upon those
meeting-pluces, verily they are the path of my approach to
water and the channel of my north wind.”

Cuarren Six.

At a certain time, some bats turned hostile towards a

chameleon and the animosity between them became violent.
The controversy between them ¢ ransgressed the limit. The
bats decided that when the darkness of the night is diffused
over the surface of the firmament and the sun goes into the
enclosnre of sunset, they will guther und make uan attempt
aguinst the chameleon and will take the chameleon captive
lilke warriors in erder to punish it according to their heart’s
desire and to kill it by the wuy of vengeance. When the
tinte at their disposal cume fo an end they came out and drag-
ged the pm;r clameleon to their honse of adversity by ussist-
ing und helping one unother. They kept it captive for that
night. In the morning they said: “What is the mode of
punishing this chameleon?”  All agreed on killing it. Then
they consulted one another abont the manner, and came to
the conelusion that there is no punishment worse than look-
ing at the sun. Altogether, in analogy of their own conditions,
they did not regard any punishnient worse than association
-with the sun.  ‘They terrified it of looking  ab the san.  The
chameleon itselt wished that of Gad. T'he poor chameleon
desived in its henvt this sort of death. Husain-i Mangar
says: ’

“IGH me, O my confidants; killing me is my life,
My life is my denth and my death is my life.”

1. Quran XXX, 69,
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When the sun arose they threw it ont of their house
of misfortune, in order that it may -be tortured by the rays
of the sun, and that torture was its vivification and “I'hink
not of thase, who ave slain in the way of Allal, as dead.
Nay, they are living.  With their Lord they have provisioi;
jubilant. [are they] because of that which Allah hath Les-
towed upon them of His bounty.”!

If the buts knew how much kindness they had done
to the chameleon by that punishinent and what defect
they have by loss of its pleasure they would have died out
of anger.

Aba Suluiman of Daran?2 says: “If the heedless
lnew what pleasures of the gnostic they luck, they would
die ont of sadness.”

CHAPTER Srvin.

Once a hoopoo on his way, fell amongst the fairies, and
nlighted in their nest. T'he hoopoo 15 known for extremne
keen-sightedness.  The fuiries are purblind; as the story of
their states is well-lknown to the Arabs.  "I'he hoopoo passed
the night in their nest and they asked ull sorts of news from

Lim.,

In the morning the hoopoo preparved to depart and
decided to leave, "T'he fairies said: O wreteh, what is this
novelty that you have intrnduced? Do they travel in the

1. GQuran I1F, 164,

9, Abn Sulsiman ‘Abdarmbman b, 'A@i}'uh nd-Darani, Jiseiple of
‘Ahdatwaliid b Zoid {ef. Mnssignon, Textes p. 5), was born in the year 140
A . in Wasit. He left his native placae nhout 180 and getiled down ab
Darava, in the plain of Damnsens, whers he died in 215 A, H. His
disciple was Ahmad b. abi'l-Howwirt who edited the works of his master.
Ci. Massignon, Lexique . 197 By '
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day?" The hoopoo replied: “This is a strange thing; all
movements are doie in the day.” ‘e fairies said: “Per-
haps you are mad. How can anyone see a thing in the dark
day when the sun becomes dark?” He answered : “It is just
the opposite.  You have all the lights of this world through
the light of the sun.  All the luiinons ohjects obtuin light
and aequire brilliancy from it. ‘Lhey call it Yeye of the san,”
because it is the source of light.”

"They compelled him (to explain) low anyone can see i
thing in the day. He said: *In imagining things we
connect them with ourselves, All persons see in the day
and behold, T am seeing. I am in the world of observation,
To my eyes the veils are removed. In spite of my doubts
I perceive brilliant surfuces by way of revelation.”

The fairies, on hearing this story, forthwith begun to
lament and raised a tumult and said to one another: “This
bird asserts perspicacity in the day when there is a presump-
tion of blindness.” They immediately attacked the eyes of
the hoopao with their beaks and claws and abused him and
called him “one who can see in the day” because purblind-
ness was a virtue to them. They said: “If you do not re-
pent there is feur of your deatl.” The hoopoo thought:
YIf [ do not withdraw they will Kill me because mostly they
wound the eye; and death and blindness will oceur simulta-
neously.” THe received the inspiration “Speak to the people
according to their intelligence.,”” He immediately closed his

eyes and said, “Here! I have also aitained to your state and
become blind.”

When they found things fo be thus, they refrained from
bewting and charging.  ‘I'he lioopoo came to know that the
“proposition, “I'o divulge the Divine secret is unbelief, to
divulge the secret of predestination is rebellion, and to
publish a seeret is unbelief” is curvent amongst the faries.
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Upto the time of departure he nsed to pretend blindness
with greal difficulties and used to say:

“Many a time have I said that I will divulge,
Whatever secrets theve are in the world.

Butout of fear of the sword and slups on the neck
‘T'heve are a thonsand ties on my tongue.”

He was distressed in himself and said: “Verily in the
honse of my friend is knowledge in a great amounnt, if T find
for it those who will take it." “If the veil is removed, my
belief will not be incrensed” and the verse “So that they
worship not Allah Who bringeth forth the hidden in the
heavens and the earth.”t “And there is not a thing but with
Us are the stores thereof; and We send it not down save in
appointed measure,” 2

Crarrin K.

A King had a garden which was  never withont sweet
basils, verdore, and pluces of pleasure, in all the fonr
seasons.  Gireat strewms .were running there and many
varieties of birds produced different sorts of tones on the
sides of the branches.  Every tune that could come to the
mind and every beaunty that conld come to the imagination
wus wvailable in that garden.  Of all that, there was a nmm-
ber of peacocks with extreme gentleness, beauty and grace,
that lived and resided there.

One day the king caught a peacock out of them und
ordered lim to be sewn in leather so that no colour of his
feathers remained visible. He could not observe his beanty
however mueh he tried.  According to his (king's) order a
basket was placed over him in the garden which lad not but

1. Quenn XXVII,25.
2. Quean RV, 97.
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one hole through which they put a little willet for the sake of
victuals and provision of his livelihood.

Times passed. This peacock forgot limself, the king-
dom, the garden and the other peacocks.  FHe looked at
himself and could not see anything except the dirty and
wretched leather and u very dark and wneven habitation,
He made np with that, and confirmed in his mind that there
can be no land larger than the base of the basket. So that
he firmly believed that il anyone contends a pleasure and a
dwelling and a perfection beyond this, it will be absolute
heresy, complete blunder and pure ignorance. But, whenever
i wind blew and he veceived the smells of flowers, frees,
roses, vielets, jessamines and varieties of basils through that
hole be found a strange pleasure. A commotion appeared
in him and le experienced the delight of flight. And he felt
w desive in him, hat e did not know where the desire came
from, because e considered himsell no other than the
leather, und the world no other thin the hasket, and the
food no othier than the millet,  He had forgatten everything,

And also, when he sometimes heard thie notes and sounds
of the peacocks and the tunes of the other birds, his desire
and inclination became manifest, but he did not become
aware through the sounds of the birds and the blowing of the
moruing bieeze. One duy he was enjoying these:

“Ihere cume to me the morning hreeze almost saying:
T'am o messenger to you from the friends.”

For a long time he remained meditating what that
sweet smelling wind was and where those melodious sounds
came from.

“O lightning that Hasles,

From what sides of the enclosure do you spread?”
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He could not understand while at those *‘times” a happi-
ness involuntarily appeared in him.

Ah, if but Lailp once would send me a greeting
down of grace, though between us lay the
dust and the flags of stone,

My greeting of joy should spring in answer, or
there should cry toward her an owl, ill bird
that shrieks in the gloom of graves!!

This ignorance of his was due to his having forgotten
himself and his country. “They forgot Allah, thercfore He
caused them to forget their sunls.” 2 Lvery time when a
wind or a sound came from the garden he felt a desire
without discerning its cause or knowing its reason.

“lhe lightning of Mua'arra travelled after tlie
middle of the night,

It passed the night at Ramu3 describing its
weariness,

It deeply grieved riders, horses and camasls

And increased till it was abont to grieve the
saddles.” 4

. Heremained in that perplexity for many days, till one
day the king ordered: “Bring the bird and set it free from the
basket and the leather.”  “There is but one shoutb and 1o !

1. These verses, taken from the Hamdsn, figure in the funous tale
which is told of the death of ILaila, the beloved of Taubah, son of
al-Humaiyir. Cf. the translition hy Ch. T Livall, Ancient Arabian
Poe‘tr_v, London 1883, p. T6.

3. Quran LIX, 20.

d. Name of a place.

4. TFrom the heginning of Sigt uz-zand hy Abu 'I-'Ala nb-Ma'navf,
Ct. Sharh at-tmwwir ‘ald siqt az-zand, Cairo 1303, p. 23.°

3. Q-!uran XXVIT, 19.
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from the graves they hie unto their Lord.”1 “When the
contents of the graves are poured forth and the secrets of
the breasts are made known, on that day will their Lord be
perfeetly informed concern ing them." 2

When the peacock came out of the veils he sww, him-
self in the garden, and his colours, and the gurden, and
the flowers, and the figures, and the expanse of the world,
and the ability of walking and flying, and the sounds and
tunes of other birds. He remained astonished about the
state of affuirs and felt regret. “Alas, my grief that I was
unmindful of Allah;8" “And nosr We have removed from
thee thy covering, and piercing s thy sight this day.” 4
“Why, then, when [the soul] cometh upto the throut [of the
dying] and ye are at that moment looking; and We are
nearer unto him than ye are, but ye see not.””5 “Nay, but ye
will come to know! Nay, but ye will come to know!" 6

Crarrer Ning,

All the stars and constellations spoke to Idris—peace be
upen him. He asked the moon: “Why does your light
decrease sometimes and increase at others?’ She replied:
“Know you! that my body is black, but polished and cleur
and T have no light. Butwhen I am opposite to the sun,
in proportion to the opposition an wmount of his light?
appears in the mirror of my body; as the figuves of the
-other-bodies appear in the mirror. When 1 come to the

Quran XXV, 51.

Quran C, 9-11,

Quran XXXIX, 57.

Quran L, 27,

Quran LVI, g2,

Quran CIT, 3-4.

Ct. mathalu natrihi in Quran XXVI, 35.

Noeohkwop
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utmost encountering I progress from the nadir of the new
moou to the zenith of the full moon. Idris inquired from
her: “How much is his friendship with you?' She replied:
“T'o such an extent that whenever I look at myself. at the
time of encountering I see the sun because image of
the sunlight is manifest in me, since all the smoothness of
my surface and the polish of my face is fixed for accepting
his light.  So, every time when I look at myself I see the
sun. Do youn not see that if a mirror is placed before the
sun the figure of the sun appears in it? If by Divine decree
the mirror had eyes and looked at itself when it is before the
sun, it would not have seen but the sun, in spite of its being
iron. It would have suid: “T am the sun,” berause it would
not have seen in 1tself anything excepl the sun.  If it says:
“I am the Trath” or “Glory be to me! How great is iny
glory” ! its excuse must be nccepted; even the blasphemy
*wherefrom I came near, verily, you ure me.”

Crarrer Tex,

For one who lives in a house, il the honse is in direc-
tions lie is also in directions. This is also necessituted on
the negative side in this way: “He vacated a house for me,
who wm one of the broken-hearted.” God is free from
place aud direction.  ''he supposition of the rescinders is
wrong, namely, “Firimness of resolulion comes proportion-

ntely to the people endowed with resolution,”

and every-
thing of the honse resembles the lundlord, “Naughtis as
Flis likeness; and Fle is the Hearer, the Seer.”2  Never can
the house and the landlord be oned

1. Torthe explenttion of “snbhant" ree Massignon, Lexique, p. 249 sqq.

2. Quran XLIT, 9.

3. This 15 a very condensad chapler.  Many things have been taken
for granted. Tk, therefore, seems necessary to trace the development of the
idens of the author, This chapter is written in refutation of those who
eonfine God to directions.  They sny thab it is the knowledge of God and
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CHAPrER KLEVEN.

Whatever is useful and good is bad; whatever is the
veil of the way is the unbelief of men. Ta be satished with
sell through what it acquires and to make up with that is a
wealness in the path of the [mystical] travelling and to be
pleased with oneself is vanity, although it is on  account of
Truth. To twen the fuce towards God entirely is liberation.

CHAPTER TWELVE,

A fool placed a light hefore the sun and sajd: =0
mother, the sun has made our light invisible.” Sle replied:
“Ifit is taken out of the house, especially near the sun,
nothing will vemain.  Then the light and its brilliancy will
vanish.” But when one sees a big thing he considers a small
one contemptible in comparison with that. One who enters
i house from the sunshine cannot see anything although
it (the house) is illuminated. “Fveryone that is thereon
will pass away; there remaineth but the countenance of thy
Lord of Might and Glmy."! “Is not everything except
Grod in vain 7’2  “Ieis the First and the Last, and the
Outward and the Inward; and He is Knower of all things.”3

nob God Himsell thak is peesenh everywhera. In (net, bhey have nssigned
Him o definite plnces, the ‘arsh. The nuthor meets their arguments by saying:
God does nob live in a place, and Mg is therefors nok in directions, hecanse
he who lives in u house is in directions, since the houseisin directions. He
alse proves this by o negitive proof tecording bo Y J £5. He forther
negates bheir contention of "Everything of bhe house resembles the landlord”
which is hased on r3\Je o4 e by quobing the Quranic verse® = <5~ and
coneludes that the house and the master of the Louse are not oue from
which it ivllows hy inference thit God is free from place and direction.

Lo Qurin LV, 96527,

2. From Labid; el A. Fuber, Der Diwan des Libid, ed. C. Brockel-
mann, Leiden 1801, p. 98,

3o e LVIT, 4
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CHAPTER Ill.

TRANSLATION

OF THE

NOTE OF SIMURGH

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
With Him is might and strength.

Praise be to the Bestower of life and the Creator of all
existing things and blessing be npon the masters of Propheey
and the leaders of prophetic sppearance, upon the Master
of the great Shari‘a and the Guide of the examplary path,
Muhammad, the Chosen—Peace and benediction be upon
him. '

Now to begin: These are a few sentences written
about the states of the Brethren of Seclusion. And the
description thereof js limited to fwo parts: the fivst part ig
about the Beginnings and the second part about the Ends,

This treatise is known as “ The Note of Simurgh! who
has no tongne.- And if at the outse we were to give un
introduction about the state of affairs of this respectable
bird and his residence: the bright-minded have shown that
anyone who goes to the Mountain of Qaf2 in the spring
season and renounces his nest and plucks off liis feathers
with his bealdd when the shadow of the Mountain of Qaf

1. For Simurgh c¢f. Encyclopaedia of Islam s.v, Simurgh.

2. CI Encycl. of Islam sv. QAf and Hibbatuddin ash-Shobristani,
Jahat Qif, Baghdad 1346,

3. G Muthnaw! of Jalaluddin Ramf, Books V and VI (Text), ed.
by R. A. Nicholson, pp. 36-37.
L;__C\%T 3m A.Zé-;ud_:_s- LﬁL RIAY Lg.»jU:AJ & s>
&—{U' ST 5t EP s st o orx Lalb 2§
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falls on him for a space of a thousand years of the time
“Verily a day with your Lord is like a thousund yearg''l
and these thousand years are in the eyes of the People of
Reality like a dawn from the East of the- Divine realm—in
this time e becomes a Stmurgh whose note awakens the
sleepers.  His residence is in the Mountain of Qat. His note
reaches all; but it hus few hearers.2 All are with him and the
majority are without him 8 ; as the poet says:

“You are with us, but not ours,
You are the sonl and are therefore invisible.”

And his shadow is the cure for the sufferers who are en-
tangled in the whirlpool of the disenses of dropsy and atrophy,
and it avails leprosy and removes various afflictions. This
Stmurgh flies without moving, soars withont travelling, and
comes near without fraversing distance.

Bat know you, that all colours are in lLim but Le js
colourless; and his nest.is in the Bust and the West is [also]
not devoid of him. All are occupied with him and he is
free from all.  All are filled with him, and he is empty of
all.  And all sciences emanate from the note of that bird,
Wounderful musical instruments like the organ and others
have been derived from the sound of that bird; as the poet
511)'3 :

“Since you have not even seen Solomon,
How can you know the language of birds? ”

His food is fired  If one ties a feather out of those
feathers on his right wrm and walks over fire, one will be

1. Quan XXIT, 46.

2. fe it is heard by a few.

3. CIL St. John I, 10-11.

4. Cf Khaganl, British Museom MS. No. add 25018, fal, 9u,

‘;.ﬁ E‘:j;a JJ }IJ\J aj‘q)&;f— J.J L:a--—}lu'l‘l‘é' C';‘IJJ LJ:JKC"“':—"':TC?':L
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proof against fire.]  And the morning breeze comes from
his breath, thevefore the lovers tell it the secrets of their
hearts ancd minds,

And all that has been written here is concealed from

what is in the breast; a part of it is a brief account of him
and his note.

First Part about the Beginnings and it has three
Chapters.

Chapter one on the excellence of this science.

Chapter t1eo on what appears to the Ahl-i-Badaya.
Chapler three on Tranquillity.

Second Part about the Ends and it has three
Chapters. '

Chapter ore on Annihilation.
Chupler two on The more learned one is the more perfect he is.
Chapter three on The affirmation of man's relish townrds the
Truth.
PART ONI
ABOUL' THE BEGINNINGS
Craprer Ong
Ox e Exerrrenes or a1s Scieyes Over ALl OrHer SCIENCES.
Be it not unknown to the light-hearted that the
preference of a science to others is due to several
reasons, Iirstly, the ‘“known” shonld be nobler, e. g. gold-
smithship is preferable to pack-saddle-craft; Lecause that
deals with gold and this other with wood and wool.

Secondly, beeauwse the arguments of this seience are
stronger than those of any other science.

1. Of Encycl of Islum s.v. Simurgh s.v. and O. Spies in * Hand-
woerberbuch des dentschen Muerchens, herg. von L, Mackensen, Vol, T, n.71.
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Thirdly, becanse occupation therein should Le more
monmentous and its advantage greater,

And in comparison to other sciences all the signs of pre-
ference are found in this science.

With regard to the * object ” and the ** known ™ .—It is
apparent that the object and the aim of this science is
Trath. And it is impossible to compare other existant
things with His grandeur.

With regard to ascertainment of argument and corroboration
of proof *.—1I4 is established that observation is stronger than
argumentation. The Masters of the art of Kalam consider it
lawful that God the Almighty should give man the necessary
knowledge about His existence, qualities and so on.
Sinee it is lawful, the acquisition of some knowledge of this
sort is undoubtedly superior to that which mnecessitates
bearing the troubles of observation, labours of reasoning, and
falling into the places of doubts and abodes of suspicion.
‘One of the Sufis was asked, “What is the proof of the
existence of the Creator?" He replied: “For me it is the
motrning instead of the lamp.” Also another one of them
says: “The semblance of one who seeks after the Truth
through anrguments ia like one searching after the sun with
a lamp. " )

Since the masters of the principles have accepted and
agreed that in the next world God the Almighty will create
in men a perception in the sense of vision, to see Grod with-
out mediation; argument, proof, und admonition are no
considerations with the People of Truth. So according to
tliese principles it befits [Him] to create in his [man’s] heart
perceptions of this kind in order to see Mim in this world
without any mediation and proof. And itis therefore that
‘Omar—may God be pleased with lim—said, *My heart has

1. In the following argument the author tries to explain that ma'rife
employs observation (mushdhade) and diseards argument and proo{ (employ-
vd by other sciences), beeause observabion is sbronger fthan argumeni and
nroof, and beeause in face of it there is no need for them,
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seen my Lord"” and ‘Ali—may God beautify his face—says,

“If the veil is removed, my belief is not increased.” And ]ICIE
secrets are concealed which are not proper [to be dealt with]
in this place.

With regard to importance.—1There is no doubt
that for men there is nothing more important than
the greatest felicity. Rather, all questions cannot be treated
m this brief treatise. And the greatest of the means of
access is ma'rifa.

So from all aspects it is proved that ma‘rifa is nobler
than all sciences.?  And Junayd—peace be upon lim—said,
HIf I knew that under the sky there is a science in this world
nobler than that inwhich the seekers of ma‘rifa contemplute,
Iwould have engaged myself to buy it and would have toiled
in the best way to acquire it until I had got it. ”

‘CHAPTER Two ON WIHAT APPEARS TO THE AHLI-BADAYA.

The first lightning tliut comes 1o the souls of the Seekers
from the presence of Divinity is uccidents and flashes; and
those lights dawn upon the soul of the [mystic] traveller
from the world of Divinity ; and it is delightful,

Its onrush is like this: that a dazzling light suddenly
comes, and soon disappears: and “He it is Who shows you
the lightning.”$

From the second point of view it refers to the “times”
of the Companions of Seclusion. The Safis call these
accidents “‘time ""'and it is therefore that one says, ' Time
15 sharper than the sword ” and they have said, * Time is
a cutting sword.” TIn the Book of God thelL are many
JEEewnces to fhat, us it 15 suid : “"Ihe splendomr of His light-

1. Lit. “Ido npt take cerbainty in excess . CL also p. 22.
2. Of. L. Magsignon, La Passion IT, 545; the szme, Tawisin p. 156,
3  Qumn XIIT, 13.
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ning almost takes away the eye-sight”] Wasiti2 was
asked, ‘* Wherefrom is the restlesness of some people in
the state of ‘hearing music? " He answered, “ There is a
light which appears and is then extinguished ;7 and quoted
this verse :3

“ From them a flash came to the heart,

The flash of the lightning appeared and dwindled away.”

“And therein they have food for the morning and the
night.”

These flashes do not come at all times. At times they
are intercepted. And when ascetic exercise increases, light-
nings come more often, until that limit is reached that what-
ever man looks into, Lie sees some of the states of the next
world.  Suddenly these dazzling lights become successive:
and may he after this the Iimbs are shaken As is well-
knowi, the Prophet—peuace be upon him—says in expecta-
tion of this state, ‘*Verily, for your Lord there are blasts of
His mercy in the days of your time, provided you expose
yourselves thereunto.”6

At the time of break, the dovotee seeks tlie hielp of gentle
thouglit wnd pure commemoration, against the impurities of
carnal desires, in order to regain this state. And ikis pos-

1. Quran XXIV, 43.

3. Aba Bekr nl-Wasit! (died 331) is meant here. TFor his life seo
Nafahat ol-uns, edited by W. Nassau Lees, Calcutta 1859, is works
have been utilised by Sulami in his Tafsir, cf, I. Massignon, Textes
inédits, p. T9; Lexique Technique, p. 293; Kitah al-Tawhsin, p, 915,
Al-Wasitt's suyings have been collected by Ibeahim Miskin in the year
1067 A. H. in  book entitled " Tarjumat-i agwai-i Wisit!” of which a
munuseriph is preserved in Caleuttn A S B 1273, .

3. The metre of this line is Ramal. The line alludes to Quran XITT, 13.

4, Quran XIX, 62,

5. As an after-sfect.

6. Seo also Mu'nis al-'ushshag, p. 49.
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sible that sometime this state does come to one who iy without,
ascetic diseipline, but he remains unaware,

1f one waits for it in the days of ‘Id-festivities when men
ro to places of worship, and when raised voices and loud
glorifications and harsh clamowrs take place and sounds of
cymbals and trumpets prevail—if he is a man of intelligence
having a sound nature and rememorizes the divine states, he
will at once find this effect which is very pleasant.

And likewise it is in battles when men come face to face
and the clamour of the warriors rises and there js neighing
of the horses and the sounds of the drum and the nnht;uy
band become louder, and men engage n fight and unsheath
swords: If some one has a little purity of lleart, even if he is
not aman of [ascetic] discipline, he will come to know of this
state provided that at that time he rememorizes the divine
states and brings to mind the souls of the departed and the
observation of [Divine] Majesty and the rows of the high
assembly.

Similarly, if somebody sits on a galloping lorse and
makes it run very hard! and thinks that he is leaviug the
bady aside and becoming extremely veverent und going to
the presence of [Divine] Existence in the state of the soul
exclusively and to be inclnded in the rows of the saints— an
effect like this state will also appear to him, although he is
not a devotee of discipline. And here there are secrets which
only a few cun understand in these days.

When these lightnings come to men they affect the brain
to some extent, and it? may also appear in the brain and
shoulder and back, ete; so that the vein begins to pulsate and

1. The use of s as sn ndverb of g verbal noun is very old

and is not commonly found now-ia-days, comp. 1lso the use of ;-:-"5“ in the
shme way,

2. 1. a. the effect.
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it is very pleasant, and he also tries to complete sama'. So
far this is the first stage.

CHAPTER THREE 0¥ TRANQUILLITY.

Atlength when the lights of the Secret reach the utmost
extremity and do not puss away quickly and remain for a
long time, that is called “Tranquillity” and its delight s
more perfect than the delights of other Aashes. When & man
returns from Tranquillity, and comes back to [the ordinary
state of] humanity, he is highly regretful ut its separation; and
regarding this one of the saints has said .

O breath of the soul, how good are you,
One who is emerged in you hus tasted the food of

intimacy."
Tu the Holy Quran Pranquillity is mentioned many
times, as it is said: “Aund God sent down His tranquillity "t
and in another place He says “Heitis Who sent down
Tranquillity into the liearts of the fuithful that they might add
belief unto their belief.”? He who attains Tranquillity knows
abonf the minds of men, and acquires knowlege of unknown
things, and Lis peneiration of mind becomes perfect. T'he
Chosen—God bless and keep lim and his family—informed
about it, saying, “Fear a believer’s penetration of mind, for he
perceives with the light of God.” And the Prophet—peace
be upon him—saysabout ‘Omar—Dbe God pleased with him,
“Verily, Tranguillity speaks through the tongue of ‘Omar;"
and he also said, “Verily, in .my community there are
mutakallimin and muhaddithan and'Omar is one of them."
One who possesses Lranquillity hears very pleasant
sounds from the high Paradise, and spiritunal discourses
reach him; and he becomes comfortable; as is mentioned in
the Divine Revelation: “Verily, in the remembrance of God
do hearts find rest! "3 . And he witnesses very fresh and

1. Quran XLVIIT, 96.
2. Quran XLVIIJ, 4
3. Quran XIII, 28,
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pleasant forms through the compact of his contiguity with
the spirituzl world,

Of the stages of the People of Love this is the interme-
diate one.

In the state between awakening and sleep he hears
terrible voices and strange noises at the time of the shunber
of Tranquillity and sees huge lights and he may become
helpless through superabundance of delight.

These accidents are according to the Seekers [of Truth}
and not.in the manner of a group who close their eyes in
their privacy and cherish phantasies. Hud they sensed the
]ights of the fruthful, many would have been the sorrows

encountering them; “Andthere those who deemed it v
will lose.”1

ain

PART TWO ABOUT THE ENDS and it has three
Chapters.

CHAPTER Ore on ANNIHILAT!ON.

And this Tranquillity becomes such that if man desjres
to keep it off from himself he cannot do so. ‘Ilen man
reaches such astage that whenever lie likes, lie gives up the
hody and goesto the world of [Divineg] Majesty; and his
ascents reach the high splieres. And whenever lie likes o
desires he can do so. So whenever hie looks at limself he
becomes happy, Decause he discerns the radiance of God '3
light [falling] on him. Hitherto it is a defect,

If he exerts further, he also passes this stage. He
becomes such that he does not look o1 Lhimself and his know-
ledge of his exislence is lost; this is called “fana-i-akbar”,

1. Quren XL, 78,
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When one forgets himself and also forgets the forgetfulness
it is called “fana dar fana”.

And as long as they delight in ma‘rifu they are at a
loss. 'This is reckoned amongst latent polytheism. On the
other hand, he reaches perfection when he loses knowledge 1
in the “known”, because, whoever delights in “knowledge”
likewise as in the “known" has made that? his object. He
is ‘alone” when in the “Known" he gives up the thought of
“knowledge.”  When the knowledge of humanity also
disappears it is the state of Obliteration, and is the stage
of “Everyone that is in it, will pass away and there remaineth
but the face of Thy Lord, the Glovious and Beneficient.”8

One of the Seekers says that “Ihere is no God but
God" is the unification of the common-folk, and “There is
no He but Him" is the unification of the higher class. He
has erred in the classification.

There are five grades of Taulid. One is “There is no
God but God” and this is the unification of the common-
folk who negative Deity* from what is not God. These
people are the commonest of the commion.

Beyond this sect there is another eroup, nobler in com-
y =] )

parison to these and commoner in comparison to another sect.
"I'heir unification is “There is no He but Him". This [group]
ig higher than the first one. And their pluce is higher,
becanse the first group only negative divinity from what is

1. i.e., knowledge about the ncquirements.
t.z., knowledge.
Quran L'V, 27, 28.

t.¢., negite diviniby from whatis not God.

[

[P
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not God.  This other group did not restrict themselves to
negating  Truth from what is not Truth. On  the other
hand, in face of the existence of God, the Almighty, they
have negated all other existences. They have said: * Heship "
15 for Him, none else can be called “He" becnuse all
“ Heships " emanate from Him. So “ Heship " is exclu-
sively meant for Him.

Beyond these there is another group whose unificaiion
15 ** There is no Thou but Thou”. ‘This group is higher
than that which addressed God as “Him”, “Him" is used {or
the absent. These negate all “ Thouships ” which in occa-
sioning * Thouship ' asserts the existence of onesell ; and
they refer to the presence [of God].

"There is a group above these and these are higher still.
They say : When someone addresses another as “ thou ” he
separates him from himself, and lLe agserts duality; and
duality is far removed from the world of unity. They lost
and considered themselves lost in the appearance of
God, and said: “There is no I but Me. They spoke
truer than all these. T-ship, Thou-ship, and He-ship are all
superfluous reflections ubout the essence of the unity of the
Self-existant. They submerged all the three words in the sea
of Obliteration and destroyed expressions and annihilated
references: “And everything will perish save His face’'
And their place is more elevated. As long as a man has
human attachments with this world he will not reach the
world of Divinity above which there is no other stage since
it has no end. A pious man was asked: * What is
" He answered: “Its beginning is God and as
regards the end it has no end.”

tasawwuf ?

1. Quran XXVIIL 88.
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CHAPTER TWO ON THE MORFE, LEARNED ONE 1S THE
MORE PERFECT HE I8,

There is a well known tradition of the Prophet saying:
“ Never has God created an ignorant Wali”. The Master
of the great Sharya, with all his perfection, was commanded
to increase f(his] knowledge ; and God, the Almighty, orders
him : * And say, O my Lord, increase me in knowledge. ™
One of his blessing sayings is, “No morning will come for
any day of yows in which knowledge is not increased",

So, when such is the case with the Prophet what will be the
case with others ?

For this knowledge which comes to the gnostic throngh
revelation it is not necessary to deal with divorce, busi-
ness, taxation and transactions because thisis an exolerie
science; rather, it comes through discovering the affuirs of
the selfexistence and [Divine] Majesty and Protectorship,
and the mrangement of the organisation of existence, and
the world of angels, and the hidden secrets in heaven and
earth; as He said: “Say [unto them, O Muhammad]: He Who

knoweth the secret of the leavens and the earth hath
revealed it.'"2

To find out the secret of predestination and to divalge it
is forbidden; as in prohibiting it the saying of the Prophet
distinctly commands : “Predestination is the secreb of God,
s0 do not divalge it."”

T'he People of Reulity are all of opinion that divulging
the secret of predestination is heresy. Also all that
is within the knowledge of the Men of Reality is not
putinto expression, lest all people practise it, because the
beauty of the Majesty of [Divine] Oneness is above this

1. Quran XX, 113.
2. Quran XXV, 7.
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that it should be the passage of every comer, and the
objective of every messenger, and the aim and object of
every seeker—while, * Few of my servants ave thankful.” 1

In the nature of mankind, in spite of the great number
of the limbs of the body, there is not more than ‘one dot’™2
worthy of the horizon of Divinity.” “We found there but
one house of those surrendered [to Allah].”™ So when the
case of the constitution of a person is in this fashion that out
of the many faculties and limbs, and of the composition of
mankind with its multiplicity of compositions, there is not
more than one ¢ capable of making progress, then the condi-
tion of o populated place should also be conjunctured to be
in the sawe wise. Then the talk is better unexpressed ; and
these are two couplets of mine :

“In the corner of the tavern are muny men,
Who read the secrets of the tablet of existence.
"T'hey ure out of the evil of the aflictions of the

revolutions of the firmaments,
They know ; and are glad and happy.”

A man possessing in sight should always investigate
strange things and realities, and express only that much which
is worthy of Lis mind. Husain Mansar-i-Hallaj—God’s merey
be upon him—said : “ Love between two persons becomes
fast when Dbetween them no secret remains hidden.” So
when love becomes perfect, the secrets of hidden and con-
cealed sciences and of the corners of the existing things do
not remain concealed to him.

Since the acme of the perfection of man'is to attain the
resemblance of God the Almighty, and since the knowledge

1. Quren XXXIV, 12.
2. Refers to the heart.
3. Quran LI, 36.

4, The sams nugta.
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of Perfection is a quality of his, ignorance is o defect in
him.

It thecefore follows that whoever knows morve about
the realities of His existence ig nobler, And in short: irno-
rance is hideounas,

CHAPTER THREE ON THE ATFIRMATION OF MAN'S RELISH
AND AFFECTION TOWARDS (30D, THE ALMIGHTY.

The belief of the Mutakalliman and the whole of the
Ahl-i usal is that man should not tuke to God for his
friend, because friendship consists in the inclination of the
soul for a lomogeneous being, and God, the Almighty, is
above having any kindredship with the creation: rather
affection consists in man's obedience towards God.

"I'he People of ma'rifu affirm affection and relish. And in
that homogeneity is not u condition according to them ; since
[sometimes] a man likes a colonr or an object, in spite of the
fact that it is not homogeneous with him. Affection towards
God the Almighty hus no connection with animal faculties,
rather there is a divine point which is the centre of the
secrets of Truth, in wman. And this affection is related to
Dhaug. And affection is finding pleasure of one person in
imagining the presence of another: and in this homogeneity
is not a condition, .

Love consists of an affection which has transgressed its
limit. It gives rise to the acquisition of desire and yearning.
Every yearner has by matter of necessity acquired one
thing and not another, because if he has acquired all
the beauty of the beloved, he will not remain behind [see-
ing] his face; and also, if he has acquired and eomprehend-
ed nothing his desire will not be fulfilled. So all yearning is
the acquisition of the non-acquired. But yearning is defec-
tive, because it necessitates non-acquirement.
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The discounrse abont the affirmation of relish means the
acquivement of perfection with regard to a thing and
the knowledge of the acquisition. When yperfection with
regard to things is acquired and the acquirer is unaware of
it, it is not perfection. When the eye acquires perfection
with regard to things it consists. of the sight’s vision of subtle
things ; and it discovers that, andis relished thereby. The
sense of hearing has a relishment, and that is perception of
the subtle hearings of pleasunt voices. The sense of smell
perceives subtlities of pleasant smells: and like-wise in the
same manner it is with all other faculties. Perfection, with
regard te.the rational soul, is the knowledge of Truth and
comprehension of realities. So when the soul acquires that,
its perfection with regard to supreme things comes from the
illumination of the light of I'rath, and rises fo perfection
with regard to God, of which the relish is greater still,
becuause its comprehension is nobler,

The human soul is the noblest of the Seekers and Tyruth
is the greatest of the' known.” So relish must be more per-
fect; but the impotent man has 1o sense of the pleasures of
copulation, though he hears that men enjoy it to their full:
and that old wan has said well:  “One who did not taste,
does not know.”

'I'his story is the afirmalion of relish and affection. In
the days of Junayd—rpeace of God be upon him—the Sufis
were reported against. Ghulam Khalill and a number of
Mutakalliman and Fugabd' scandalised the Brethren of

1. Ghultm Khalil {died 275) whose full name is Abd ‘Abdellah
Abhmad b. Mubammad b. Ghalib b, Ehalid al-Bagr! was o Hanbalite

fngth, traditionalist and oscebic, cf. Taritkh Boghdad V, 78 ; Nafahik ul-Uns
and Abu 'I-Mahisin, Nujam, Vol. II, 79. He urged the Caliph bo put
Junnyd, Naxt ete., to death since they were [reethinkers and herebics cof.

Tadhkirat al-Awliya' IT, 48. Seealso Bashf ul-mahjob, Transl_p. 191
-and Massignon, Textes p, 212.
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Seclusion and gave a verdict of their heterndoxy and
infidelity and produced witnesses and documents. In tliat
calamity Junayd withdrew himself, Amiral-qulab  Abu
T-Husain Narvi ¢ and Kattani2 and Zaqgag? and o number
of great men were produced in the assembly of justice.
The executioner intended to kil fthem]. Tt isa well-known
story that Abu 'l-Hlusain Nart made haste to open the
executiond  Te was asked about it and said: * T wished to
sacrifice for my brethren the one moment of my life which
remained.” This story was related (o the Caliph and it turned
4 cause of their liberation, Before this they also tried to

injure Dhu 'n-Nan nl-Misrt, but Gad the Almighty granted
him liberty,

CI—L\PTER ON THE END OF THE BOOK,

The essence of the distributed is not worthy of knowing
the undistributed becanse [in that case] knowledge will also
be distributed ; and his distribution will also cause the
distribution  of knowledge. Mungtu-i Hallaj said: *'The
Saft does not aceept and is not accepted® and is not divided
and dissected .

1. Abu 'L-Husain Ahmad b. Mubammad an-Navi {died 295) was a
famous gulf in the timeof Junayd, Cf. Nafulit ul-Uns: Massignon, Textes

inédits, p. 51. He lonnded also o sect of. ISuslif al-Mauhjah, transl, hy
Nicholsen, p. 189-95.

3. Aba Bakr al-Katbdni {died 322) was o diseiple of Junavd,  Vor
his lile ef. Shadhat II, 296; Tavikh Baghdad {11, 74,

d. Abu Bekr Ahmad b, Nuse w-Lugug al-Mised (died 290) wus
4 contemporary of Junayd ef Nafwhat 1 213 Textes inédits, p. 44
Sha'vant, Tabaqat al-kubrd, Caira 1299, Vol. T, 177 where Diupgivg is just
the same mistake ns in our texs.

4. vz, to be killed #irst of all.

5. CL Mussignon, Lexique : Textes Hullugions, po U4 (section [IE)
1. 93 (seetion TV, 3}
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He also said at the time of crucification : * The aim of the
ecstatic is the complete isolation of the One in unity™.2

Those who wish to throw off the workshop of the spider
ought to remove 19 gripers from themselves. Of these, five
are  the external birds? and five the interhal
ones® and two fast walkers with visible movements
and seven slow walkers with invisible movements. Of
all, it 18 more difficult for you to drive off the
birds, because however much a man flies, the birds fly
achead of him and perplex bim. Of all the birds, the inter-
nal ones are the more difficult to repel. Between them is
an island where slender legged men dwell. Whenever a
man  proceeds they suddenly kick their legs and put
them in his neck and deter him from lis progress so that
he may not find the water of life.

I have heard that if one embarks in the ark of Nah and

takes the rod of Moses in his hand he will be freed
from that.

1. Tha Divine union, therefore, is necording to Halldj nob the des-
truetion, bub the transfiguration of the personality. Cf. Messignon, Kitih
ul-Tawasin, p. 165, 169, 182 ; Lexique : Textes Hallagiens p. 103.

8. i.e, the Gve external senses.

. he five interna) zenses.
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CHAPTER IV.
TRANSLATION

OF 'THE
YLANGUAGE OF TRUTH"

AND THAT 18
““ THE TREATISE OF THE BIRD. "’

Praise be.to God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 10 Lord
help in its completion,!

Translation of the language of Truth wnd that s the
treatise of the Bird—Dby the leader of the world, the most
learned of the time, the king of scholars and philosophers
Shaylkh Shibabuddin as-Subrawerdi—peace of God be upon
him.

Is there anyone umong my hrethren who may lend me
some hearing that I may relate to him a part of my troubles,
that perlaps he may bear some of my troubles in partner-
ship and Dbrotherhiood, because one's friendship is not pure
unless hie guards it against the contamination. of impurity,
And where can I find suech a sincere friend—since the
friendships of these times arve [common] like merchandise
at the time of need,” and the regard for the Iriend is
discarded when there is needlessness—except the bhro-
therhood of friends whicl is a tie from Divine proximity,
and whose affection comes from sablime neighbourhood,
and who see the hearts of each other with the eyes of
reality and scour off the rust of doubt and pride from their
minds. This class is not assembled except by the cull of
‘Trath. When they ure assembled they aceept this precepr.

O Brethren of Reality, conceal yourselves like the por-
cupine that exposes its inwurd-side to the desert wnd conceals
his outward-side. For, I swear by God, that your inside is
revealed und your outside is concealed.

1—1. The words seem o he an addition by the scribe.
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O Brethren of Reality, strip off the skin that you are
wearing even as the snake does. And walk like the ant so
that no one may hear the sonnd of your steps.  And be like
the scorpion so that your arms are wways on your bacl ;
for the devil comes from the back. And i1ake poison in
order that you may live happily. Welcome deuth so that
you may remain alive. And always keep flying and do
not specify any mnest, for all Lirds we canght from their
nests.  And if you have uo feathers to fly  with, creep on
the earth till you change place. And be like the ostrich
that swilow hotl pebbles, And be like the vulture which
eats hard bones. And be like the salamander which per-
petually stuys in the five; so that it (fire may not hurt you
tomorrow. And be like the bat which does not come out in
the day [time], in order that you may be secure from the
hands of enemies.

O Brethren of Reality, there is no wonder if an angel
commits no crime, or if a beust or an animal does an evil act,
because the angel does not possess the capability of dnmrr

evil and the beast does not possess the capability of under-

standing.  On the other hand; the [real] wonder I8, the aet
of & man who cairies the wmmands of passion and submits
himself to passions in spite of the light of intellect. And, by
honour of God, the Greut, that the man who remains firm-
footed at the fune of the nTt.LcL of passions is superior to an
angel ; and again, one who is submissive Lo ])dSSlOﬂh is far
worse th‘m a beast.

Now to revert to my tale wnd relate my troubles ;--

Know you, O Bretlwen of Reulitv, that a nuniber of
hunters came to the desert and spread their nets and scut-
tered corn und set up the illusions of terrifyi ing houaes and
scare-erows?; and hid themselves in leaves. T was flying in a
flock of birds, When the hunters saw us they whistled

1. i e, sun-Laled.

2. Inorder to give the desert the appearance of o corn-field and to
daceive the birds.
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benutifully and put us iuto doubt.  We looked {down] and
saw a clean and beautifa! place. We had no niisgivings,
and no suspicion kept ns back from the desert.  We turned
towards that snare-house und were caught in the share,

Wlhen we looked ubout we deseried that the loops of the
suarewere in onr necls and the letters of the nets on onr feet.
Al of ns tried to move that perlips we may be freed from
that calumity, ‘e more we moved the firmer hecame the
bonds.  So we gave up ourselves to destruction and sub-
mitted ourselves to that afiction. And every one becume
busy with his own afflickion, for we did not care for one
anather.  We engaged ourselves in finding out a st itagem
as tohow to free onrselves. For w time we remained thius, till
we made a habit of it and forgot our previous custom. Ve
found ease in the bonds and resigned owrselves to the
nareowness of ilie cuge,

Then one day I looked out of these bonds and saw
# number of my friends who had got their Leads and
wings out of the snarves and had come out of these nurrow
cages and were about to fly.  And every one had a strap ol
those scure-crows and bonds left on his leg, which [lowever)
did not heold back their bodies from fight.  'I'hey were
pleased with those bonds. When I snw that I remembered
iy former times and my liberty in the air, And that which
I [formerly] liked and loved becane irksome. I wished to
die out of grief or thut my sonl may leave the body at their
departure. T called out to them and cried to them for help
to come close to me and guide me in contriving for my
relief and to share with me in my affliction, for I was driven
to despair. They recollected the stratagem of the hunters;
were frightened; and ran away from me. 1 bound
them by the oath of old friendship and companionship which
knew of no impurity. , ‘Fhat oath did wot remove the doubt
from their hearts and they percieved no assurance of heart
[about my friendliness) to help me  Once more I reminded
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them of past days, and displayed my helplessness. They
approached me. 1 asked them about their state [saying]
“How did yon seecure your freedom and how are you con-
tented with those remainders of the bonds?”

Then they helped me in the same way in which they
had contrived for themselves; so thut I got my neck and
wings oul of the snare.  And they opened the door of the
cage. WlhenI ecame out they said to me, “Regard this
[mueh] freedom as  blessing”. I requested, “Remove this
bond [rom my leg”. ‘Phey replied, “Hud we the power to do
so we would have first removed it from our own legs.  And
no one asks for cure and medicine from a  sick physician ;
and if he asks for medicine from him, it is ineffective.”

So I flew with them, They said to me, “We have before
us lengthy roads and frightful and fearful stages of whiclh
we cunnot be care-free.  Ratler we may Likely loose this
state for a second time and be onece aguin entangled in that
former state [of cuptivity]. So wé must take all pains to
fly out of these fearful nets all at once and to fall on the
right path once aguin.”

Then we took to the middle of two roads. It was a
-ulley ubundant in water and green grass, We flew alright
tll we pussed those snare-honses.  And we did not attend to
the whistle of any hanter,  And we reached a mountain-top
and looked abour. In frout of us there were eight other
mountains, the summits of whicli the eyes of the onlookers
eould not behold un account of their height. We said to
one another, “*Alighting is out of question, and there is no
security  better  than passing  these mountuins safely,
because in  every mountain  there s & number of
people who aim at us.  And if we attend  to these
[mountains] and remain with the delights of these mountains
and the pleasures of these places, we will never reach our
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end. So we took great pains, so that we passed six moun-
tains and reached the seventh. Then some said, “It is time
to take rest, for we lave not the strength to fly; and we
are away from enemies and hunters and have come a long
distance, and an hour’s vest will take us to the destination ;
but if we add tn these troubles we will perish.”

So we alighted on this mountain,  We saw  trimmed
fruit-gardens, beautitul buildings, nice palaces, pleasant fruit-
bearing trees and ranning waters, such that its bounties arrest-
ed the eye and its elegunce deprived the body of its senses;
and notes of birds the like of which we had not heard, and
sweet smells which had never reached our nostrils. We took
fruit and water with great pleasure ! and we stayed there
till we cust away our fatigne. Then we heard the ery: “We
must prepare for the journey because there is no safety
beyond circumspection, and no fortress is stronger than sus-
picion; and to stay for long is to waste away life; and the
enemies are following at our wake and gathering news (about
us)™,

So we went up to the eighth mountain. On account of
height its summit reached the sky. When we neared it we
heard notes of birds on account of the melodiousness of
which our wings became feeble and we began to drop. We
saw many kinds of bounties, and figures, from which we could
not remove our eyes. We alighted. 'They treated us kindly
and entertained us. with these bounties which no created
being can praise or describe. When the governor of that
province made us free with himself and when Familiarity
developed we informed him of our affliction and explained to
him what had passed on us. He was distressed and said, “ 1
heartily share these sorrows with you”. ‘Then he added,

1, I‘E:ersism W L_;*J—'L If we read ) o go with L—:--.‘[,: U";—:" it
will menn “Qut of plessure we taok plenty of those fruits ete.'
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“At the end of this mountain there is a city where His
Majesty the king resides. He removes the oppression and grief
from every oppressed person that reaches lis eourt and mrusts

is him. And whautever | say in praise of him is incorrect
because he is above all that".

S0 our hearts were consoled with what we heard from
him, and in compliance with his instructions we set for the
cowrt and reached that city.

We descended in the court of His Maj esty the king. He
had informed the vedette of the country before our arrival;
and an order was issued to present:the visitors to His Majesty.
S0 they lead us. We saw a palace and a courtyard
of which our eyes could not behold the wideness. When we
passed [these] a curtain was raised and another courtyard
came into view more beautiful and wider than that [former
one}, so that we considered the first one darker in compa-
rison to this courtyard. Then we reached a parlour. When
we stepped into the parlour, we saw from a distance the light
of the beauty of the king. In that light our eyes were per-
plexed and ovr intellects went stray; and we swooned. ‘Ihen
with his kindness he restored our intellects and gave us
liberty to speak. We narrated our hardships and troubles
to the king and related our stories; and requested lim to
remove the remaining bonds from our legs so that we may
remain is service at the court. He answered, ““I'he same
person. will remove the bonds from your legs who has put
them there. I will send a messenger with you so as
to compel him to remove the bonds from your legs.”
And the chamberlains shouted out that we must depart.
So we turned away from the king; and as vet we are on the
way, walking with the king’s messenger.

Some of my iriends usked me 1o describe His Majesty the
king and to narrate his beauty and grandeur. Though I
cannot accomplish that, {vet] T will give o brief summary.
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Know you, that whensoever youimagine in your mind a
beauty unmingled with any evil and a perfection untouched
by any defeet, you will find it there; since in reality all
beauties belong to him. At the time of gentleness he is all
face: at the time of generosity he is all hand. Whoever
served him guined eternal blessing, and whoever turned his
tace from him “lost this world and the next.'}

On hearing this story many 4 friend said, ‘I think that
a fairy molests you or a demon has permeated through you.
By God you did not fly; rather, your intellect has flown
away; and they hunted not you, but your consciousness,
Whenever did a mad man fly ? Whenever did a bird speak ?
Perhaps yellow-bile has overcome vour temperament ov
insanity has fonnd its way to your brain. You must take
a decoction of the dodder of thyme;2 and go to hot-water
bath and pour hot water on your head; and use the oil of
water lily;? and observe moderation in yonr meals; and avoid
wakefulness; and have no warries—since hefore this we nsed to
find you sensible and wise. And God is our witness that
we are sick for you and on aceouunt of the confusion Lhat
has found its way to you.

They tulked much and I accepted very little. And the
worst of words is that which is wasted and remains ineffec-
tive. And I seek help from God. And whoever does not
beleive what T have said is ignorant, und “those who do
wrong will come to know by what a [great] reverse they
will be overturned,”

1. Quran XXII, 11.
2. Afthimin (rom Greek epithymon) is o medical plint,

4. Tho oil of nildfar ie Buryale feros Salish. is well-known as
ealming medicine.

4. Quran NXVI, 228,
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CORRIGENDA

P. 7, 12 instead of “final" read final o

P. 10, foot-note G after “had"” delete “times"
P. 11, 13 instead of “philosophy™ read *“his philosophy,”
P, 26 5 instead of “imuue” read “the imuaoe"
H =] o
P. 32 7-8 instead of “all questions | treatise”  read

“ all objects are bur subservient ro it"
tustead of “ he also...suma " read * e should
also try to complete it through sama '
' 85, 12 instead of “soul” read “nearness’; iustead  of

4"
o
R

“Is emerged in” read “has alighted on ™

P. 41, & from the end: instead of “he will - face” e
“his desire will not remain unfulfilled™

P. 46, 11 instead of “swallow” read “swallpws”

P. 47, 21-2% read according to the comentary “wlich,
in spite of that, did uot keep themn back "

P. A0 10 instead of “He had...country” read “Ihe
vedette had informed the king”

P. 51, 12 delete “nmud”

Persian Texts.
Prge 1 line y v instead of Job oread
"oy yom v oinstead of g better read —omaZa (HOL 0 the Ms.)

moyg on oy instead of l.){_(; 1~uuc'lry[_{),

oy o romstend of 1,,, read 1,

vy oroy e imstead of  sls read 2l

mosy ow v omstend of - G pead - <@

- U WS aF s o
" gy n o orrinstead of CIa ) rend S ol
"o e lust fine yy_y TR

Corrigenda in the Arabic Taxt of hoq .
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CORRIGENDA IN THE ARABIC TEXT.
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el read 1;.1_}.;1

foot-note (v) it ol orend daasl
delete o«

o> read >

ldll rend il

o p read ;5

peliad o, read peled ez
K read oK

o ¢t read = Jrom

,JJ)]\ is not clear to me

iosdl rend 2.

Slanz read Jaan

S read 55
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SUHRAWERDI MAQTUL'S PHILOSOPHICAL
POSITION ACCORDING TO THE WORKS
OF HIS YOUTH
By
D Otto Spics, rafessor of A rabic
i
M. Umaruddin, M. 4., Lecturer in Islanie Philosophy,
Muslim University.

INTRODUCTION

Shihdbuddln Suhrawerd! AMagidl (ol 587 A, 1) is
one of the original Muslim thinkevs of the Gth centovy A. H,
Fven in youth he stood wnvivalled as o thinker!. He is
the anthor of miany books, especinlly on philosophy and
mysbicism ?, the most chaencteristic wark of which is Hikmat
wl-Ishrdq (" The Philosophy of IHuminnbion'), a book on
the metaphysics of light. He conceives reality as light and
endeavours to prove that it is the source and orvigin of all
things. Although thorvough studies have been published on
the phitesophy of light by vurions writers, yet there reinnins
much invesbignkion to be done.

The numerous works of Subrawerdi can be classified
according to the stages of mental developiment through
which he passed.  We can differentinke bebween three
clewricut periods?:

(a) Worls of his youth.
() Works of the Peripubetic period.
() Works ol the Avicenna-Platonic period.

1. Muhammad bgbel, Development ol Mebaphysies in Persia,
Landon 18908, pp. 123 sqq.

2. A debniled wnd exbnustive Hsb of his works is given hy
0. Spies, Three Treatises, pp. 101-02 {Arnbie Lext) and Mu'nisul-
"Ushshie, pp. 11214,

3. L. Massignen, Reeueil dde Textes Inddits, Paris 1924,
p. 113

]
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Amaong hooks of his voubh nve Haydkilun-Nir and a
numher of resd’ i writhen in Persian.

The present paper is an atlempt to collect the senbtered
philosaphical ideas of Subrawerd] and to describe svstemali-
cally the philosophy of his youth on the basis of his utter-
ances in “Three Treatises on Mysticism™ ' and “Mn'nis-ul-
Ushshiig” *. These trealises belong to the period of his
youth and are therelore important for Lhe study of his mental
urowkh. The titles and the pnrport of these rasd'il are s
foliows,

L Lughat-i Mardn, *“ The Lnnguage of the Ants "
Here Suhrnwerdl has explained the most abstruse and mys-
tical idens in commonplace terms. Birds nnd animals nve
employed as charncters who talk rnd think. The trentise asa
whole deals wikh the nature, purpose and destiny of man.

IT. Saffr-i Simurgh, ““The Note of Sfmurgh Yool
denls with the nims and objects of mysticism.

II1. Risklat ug-Tair, “The Trentise of the Bird"®

which points out the difficulties thub beset the seeker nfter
frath.

IV. Mu'nis ul-'Ushshiq, *The Lovers’ Friend" is an
allegory bnsed on the Qurdnic story of Joseph It isa
symbolic discourse on how God crentedt he universe. Reu-
lity is conceived as an eternnl benufy which enn be realised

1. 0. Bpies and 8. . Khatak, Three Troatises on Mysti-
ciam, Shutbgavt 1935, Bonner Oriental. Studien, Hefl 12.

2. 0. Bpios, The Lovers' Friend, Stuttgart 1934, Bo'nn.e\‘

Oviontal. Studien, Haft 7.

3. This trentise is called g ol i 7. Al-Baihaqgi in his
Tatimma, ed. Mohd. Shafi, thow 19356, Vol. I (Arnbic text}, p
127 calls ‘Omar b. Snhlin as “Lisin - -Hagq" nnd thereforo l;]w

reference is fio him, nnd not to the title of the work which is
Risdlab af-Tair.
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througly Divine Love which is Lhe highest spivibaal seade of
pecfection to be achieved by nun heve on ewrth. This per-
fection eun be nttained only throngh the knnwleduee ol sell,
the universe nnd God.  'I'he wost absteuse piwt of Lhe book
is the description ot the powers of man who is conceived as
microcosm.  The influence of Lo and Neo-Plutonism
seems tracenble in the book and, therelore, we Lhinl it
belongs to the third period of Suliriwerd!,

I'he idens contrind in these rasd'il nre ninde to confor
to the doclrines ol the Quran and benr no antagounism to
the Quuanic spirit. However, the one vutsinnding foveign
influence, viz., the Persian, is thut he conceives ull spiribunl
things to be of bhe nature of light. - ''here seems to be u
struggle between the Islamic and Persinn doctines wherein
the Islamic elernents predominnte.

I. The Background of Suhrawerdr’s Thought

Muslim thinkers enn inninly be divided into three
schoois, viz., the rutionuligts, the orthodox theologiwns, and
the Sufis. The rationnlists, ¢.¢., the Mu'taxilites nad the philo-
sophers, regurd reuson as the source of knowledge wnd teuth,
The Mu'tazilites ure move consistent thinkers than the philo-
sophers, s the latter with o few exceptions end invariably
in mysticistn.  The orthodox theologinns rely mainly an
revelation as the sonice of trubh.  The Bails adinitting the
clnims of renson wnd revelation as the sources ol truth con-
sider intuilion ns the only sure source of the knowledge of
spiritunl truths,

Though all the schools of Musiim thinkers nre indebted
bo external influences, e.g., Lhe Greek, the Persian, the Chris-
binn, ete., yeb the school which is affected the most is bhat
of the philosophers. ‘I'he philosophers yave a higher value
to fhe Greek culture and science than to the Islamic ealbuve.
The 5ulfs, on the whale, Laking their sland on the Queanic
docbrine, absorbed in their systens all sorls of eleients.
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They alwuays kepl before them the spivit and not the
lelter of the law which becane the centeal principle of
their svitens.

'Phe §ifls may he divided into three winin clusses, viz.,
the ascetics, the speculabive nelaphysicinns and the mod-
erabe yroup who beied to reconcile the exbremist claims of
the forier two. "I'he early Balls weve ascetics, e. ¢g., Ibn
Adhan, ebe. It was the Tenr of the eternal hell-hre which
drove them to rigorons disciplines and nusterities. The mode-
rale group by an attempl to reconcile the clnims of nsca-
Licism and free speculation wimed to bring Sufism within the
fold of Islum. 'I'hese thinkers respected Loth the letter and
fhe spivil of the lnw. 'L'he formul disciplines prescribed by
the law’nre menns ko nn end, which end is the purification
of the henrt from the nnimul pnssions,  Abt Tdlib al-Mukk,
ul-Ghazzill, nl-Qushaird, ete., belong to this mode of thought.
The speculative metaphysicians from the point of view of
philosophy are of paramount impoctnnce. They thought
oub the most original and datniled theories, such nas those
nbout the universe, soul, ete. The chisf characteriatic of
this school is that they ivied to find oué the hidden and
esoferic meaning in the law of Islom. Ibn al-‘Arabl and
Suhruwerd! are the best representutives of this school.

The mnin couases which led to this esoberic mode of
thoaght wre as follows: (1) The myshien] expressions in
the Quidn, ¢ g., r” which led people to inferpret them, eso-
terically.  (2) Whe over-emphasis of the orthodox theolo-
gians on the formal side of the law ab the cost of ibs spirit.
i3) The influence of the Magians who cldimed esoteric
knowledge of firuth. (4) The belief of the Shi'ites in the
doctrine of the infallible Tinam who nlone could know and
interpret the lnw.

The most powerlul sect of these Shi‘ites was that of
the Ismd'fllans whose doctrine of T’ wil proved futal to the
formal side of the law. They held the Qurin to be an

313
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atlegory und inkerpreted ib and also 1Tadith in an esateric
manner.  Spivibual wennings were given to Hewven, Heit,
pleasure, pain nnd other Quednie conceptions.  I'he doctine
of ‘Ta’svil later on becawme the cenbral principle with the
speenlntive Salis,

At one bime in their history the Tsid'flinns beenme o
very great dunger to the vest of Ishun.  Many grent nien
like Nizim al-Mulk ab-Tast, al-Ghuzazdll, ete., had to write
books nguinst theiv doctrines to check the mennce !, Many
of the thinkers who wrote ngniust the Tsmdi'ilinng geadually
nssimilnied sotne of their doctrines ns didd Lunbii-nl Ghag-
Al % T is through him thabt Thn al-"Avabl wnd Subawerd]
inherited esoteric idens. Al-Ghuzzill besides giving physical
menning to Hell, Henven, plensnre und pain gives themn o
spivitua) menning ns well.  Similarly the use of allegory
after the fushion of fhe Ismd'llinng becnime common. Ibn
Sina wrote nn allegory, “Hayy Ibn Yaqzan” ¥ in which he
expressed the nost subtle and ubstruse idens in common-
pluce terms.  Al-Ghazzill populavized the use of the allegory
(e g., Ihyd, vol. IV, pp. 915-18). Closely connected wikh
the dockrines of allegory nud esotericistn iy the common

L OF af-Tast, Siyissb-Nuow, chuplors 1.9 5 wl-Ghazaili's -
Mungidh min nd-Delal, pp. 18-24 ; al-Mustnzhivi way writben ho
chack the onslaught of the Bakinites.

2. ln his book at-Tafriga bain al-Talim wuz- sundagqn while
nropounding tho rules for the criterion how to interpret the
Quriin, Eudith and the docbrines of obher sects Ghnzzili himsall
has yiolded thedoebrine of Tu'wil, and mostly he gides with bhe
gpirit nnd nob the lebter of tho Inw. "His lhyia is a shruggle
hatween the formnl and the inner side of Islin.  Ho favours bhe
inner side ol it.  The formul, though neeessury, is o means bo bhe
inner.  Hooks like "Kitib al-muedniin hili ‘wn ghuivi ahlili ™, ete.,
fellow anly tha esaterie side of the law of Islim,

3. Ibn Tulnil Inter on also wrobe nn allegory under 4l
anng bille,

314
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belief of the Muslim philosophers thal the asses cannot
nnderstand fhe nature of nitimate things.

Suhrawerdl's allegovies are the oldest uallegories in
Persinn Hiterabure known so far.  He is the strougest sup-
porter of the belief thut the trath should not be revenled o
the masses ! und, therelore, he wlways lried to clothe
common pluce things in obscure terminology. “To save
himsell [rom the troubles the $ifi should not express all
thad is ih his own ken us only o few can understand those
conceplions *"  Suhrawerdl says ' Co divulge the Divine
secrel is unbelief, to divulge the secret ol predestination is
rebellion nnd ko publish & secret is nnbelief...”%. In the
allegory * perbaining to the hoopoo the animal is made bo sny.

“Many a time have T snid that T will divulge
Whatever secrets theve are in the world,

But oub of fenr of the sword and slups on the neck
There are a thonsand bies on my tongue.'

As to the sources of Suhrawerdl’s philosophy, he drank
deep ab various sources nnd made use of every idea, prin-
ciple, story, ebc., which served his purpose. He took his
motetinls from the Qurdn, Madith and the Safis. Fe was
influenced by Plubo, Avislotle, Neo-Platonism, Neo-Pytha-
govinnisi, Iranian and Shi‘ite conceptions.

In spite of the fnct that he horrowed ideus from muony
sources, he did not necepb themn slavishly.,  He diffeced from
Aristotle, nud Plato very freely in many points and rose

[RPSR B TN ——

L. Three Trentises, p. 13. “Spenk to the people nceording o
bheir intelligenea ", p. 21 ; sao also pp. 20-23 whers he has illus.
trated bhis bruth, .

2. Three Trenbises, pp. 20.99.

4. Ibid. p, 21.

4. Ibid. pp. 20-93.
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above all the winds that influenced him.  He boil a svsbemn
of his own which is unique and original.

II.  Existence and Nature of the Ultimate Principle

Buhrnwerdi hns not systematicnlly discussed the exis-
bence and the nabure of the ultimate principle in the
Treutises. The following conclusions have been drawn on
the basis of his ubterances thevain. Tt appears thut these
treatises were nddressed to his intimate associntes ‘:mﬂ eon-
fidants who knew his metaphysical views.

Suhrawerdi, Sifi ns he is, helieves that logical reasoning
cannob prove the existence of God, Soul, ebe. Instead of
making him « believer?, it rather leads n ninn to donbe
and despair. It is only through gnosis “ma’rifa”, that one
is led to believe in the existence of God, ete. Gnosis does
nol depend on arguments and proofs bo establish its con-
clusions. It velies on nn observation (wushdhada) of n very
intimate nature, viz.,, an observation with the eye of the
heart: 1t is possible only in the atate of acsbasy when cne's
senses are suspended and one iz absprbed in God and is
unconscious of the sell nod the world around him. 'I'he
order of bhe ‘agl (inteliect) too is removed, and the Tawr’ nnd
bhe ‘makin’ ave lost to sight. The seer has gone beyond the
physical world aud above the category of being .  When the
Sail is in such o stute, a divine light dnwns upon his heurt,
through which the gature of many entities, o. 7., God, Soul,
ebc., becomes manifest. The things are seen as il with
the eyes. It ie an intuition or inner perception. “'he
theologiuns believe that God, in the next world, will
vreate o perception in man through which he will be nble to
see Him. Bubrawerd! says that God can create @ similnr
perception in man enabling him to see Gad in this world

1. Thres Trestises, p. 31.

2, Ihid. p. 14,
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divectly without the help of arguments and proofs . A suli
was once asked, " What is the prool of the existenee of the
Crentor ¥ to which he replied : *“The semblance of the
one who seeks nfter the Truth through arguients is like one
seavching nfber fthe sun with o lwnp” ® Tt was through this
divine light that the Praphet, lost in ecstasy, ascended the
Henvens and perceived the Truth. My heart has seen my
Lioed," suid ‘Omanr. ** If the veil is remioved, my beliel is
nok incrensed,” said ‘All, the prince of Siffs% Tt was
through this light of the heart that ‘Omar and ‘Al {peace be
upon them) saw God.

As to the nafure of the ultimate principle. The ultimate
principle is only one. It is substunce (wjrids nccording to
Suhrawerdi, who uses it in the saine sense ns did Spinoza.
Tsternnl phenomenn are merely nceidents. They are the
manilestntions of the substance . 'To prove this Subrnwerd|
quotes the following verses from the Holy Quridn :

-1. Three Trentises, p. 31; CL nl-Ghazzilt, Ihya, vol. T, PP
18-29: The science bhrough which the knowledga of spiritunl
renlities comos to the henrl is enlled L=k by al-Ghnzzili.

According to him, 3. K1 e “ebmes nl o stnge when man transcends
the liinits of ‘,J; nnd e and is wholly nbeoibed in God, after hig

honet is purified. It is o light thab revenls itself in bhe henrt of
man, when it is purified nnd purged of all jts gvil qualibies. With
this lighl ranny things thab nre vague, or wré pnly heard of, become
voul and living. Knowledge aboub nlj spiribunl realibivs such ng
tlie person of God, His wbbribubes, His nction, His dispositions of
iho affnivs of Lhe universe, prophet-hoad, Subon, angels, Hall,
blto Heavous, gbe., is rvevenled to him. It removes the curbain
of doubt ill the truth becomes absolutely manifest, and spiritunl
realibies wro perceivod by wnan as if with his own ayes. Ik is
possible in the very nnturs of man, if his heach were not soiled by
the Rltl of this world......... "

3. Threo Tronbises, p. 31.

d. Ihid. pp. 31-39.

4. Theee Trentises, P.15.

317



120

“Sathat they worship nol Allah who bringeth Torth
the hidden in the hewvens nnd the enrth” b “And there is
‘not a thing but with Us are the stores Lhereof ; and we send
it not down save in wppointed measure” 2 Tt ig unigque in
existence. It cnunnob be compured with anything else ™.

“Wanght is ns His likeness; and He is the Henrer, the
Seer” ' . He nlone will remuain for ever; nll else is transitory.

*“ Hvery one that is thereon will pnss awav; there
remnineth but the countennnce of thy Lowd ol Might

5

nnd Glovy' .

“Is not every thing excepb God in vain?"'% e is the
fivst, the lnst, the manifesh and the hidden”. He is ominis-
cient and knows all the secrets in the heavens and the
enrth 8, "Nob o secref of you will be hidden®"

It is on bthe basis of such ubbernnces, mninly Quranie,
that w  hnzy picture of Suhrawerdi’s metaphysical views ol
his younger days, can be formed. ‘The ubternnces mnke it
quite ¢lear that he was not an anthropomorphist like the
orthodox theologians especially the Hunbalites. "I'he anth-
ropomorphists  abtbributed human qualities to God and
believed thai God sits tightly on the ‘avsh ns is mentioned
in the Quuin. By doing so they confined HMim to plice
and divection. Tt is the knowledge of (fod, they suid, and
not God himself thut is present every where™,

1. Quran, XXVII, 25,

2. Quran, XV, 27.

8. s

4. Quran, XTIT, 9.

“h. Quran, LV, 26-27,

. Three Treatises, p. 27.

7. CL Qurun, LVII, 3.

8  Throo Treuabises, pp. 17 ; 27.
9. Quran, LXIX, 18.

10. Three Troabises, 1. 96.
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Subrawerdi cun also be distinguished from the Mu'ta-
zilites' and the Musliim philosophers who denied omniscience
o God. God, they snid, only knows the universals and has
no knowledge of the purticulurs b,

His conception of God resemibles that of wl-Glhinzzili
who believes thal  He is anique and incompuenble to any-
bhing.  Al-Ghuazzdll holds the atbributes wnd wosds which wre
nsed bo connote certain qualities in Him to he merely
metaphors.  1le goes so far as ko say thub even the deserip-
tion of God is beyond wll metaphor % In shovt, Suhrawerd|
is neither an wnlhropomophist nor like those who believed
God to be nothing but o ietophoricel entity devoid of any
power to govern the universe. On the conbrury, he believes
God'to be amniseient and omnipotent.

As to his ubtitude to his inskinctive belief of his country
thal there nre two independent renlities, the good and the
cvil, the Hght and the durkness which crente ull the good and
evil things respectively, we cannot- say anything with
certainty. There are only two utterances oo the basis of
which it may be suid that philosophically, he is n dunlist,
He snys, “whatever retreats to pure darkness hns nlso
that (dnrkness) lor its sonrce.”  And “whatever seeks light
is ulso from light” %, '

‘Iheologically, he is n nonotheist ond believes that ull
things proceed {rom n single cnuse. The nnbure of that
cnuse is conceived by him to be light. God is the absolute
light; the other lights are non-existent ns compared with
it. It is the source and ovigin of other lights which ure

Lo Of Al-Ghaezilt's Trhafut, pp. 993-938: Ho hos shb-
kored into pieces bhe nrgumbnbs of the philosophers who Leld that
God has no knowledge of the pacticulurs (ol 1),

2. Ihyd, vol. IV, pp. 215.29],

J. Three Treabises, p, 14,
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bransitory . “Light upon light; Alluh guideth into this
light (FLumself} whons He will; and Allah speaketh to ninan-
kind in allegories” *. " You have all the lights of this world
through the light of the sun.  All the lnminous objects
obtatu light and wcquire brillinney from it” * ‘Uhe sun is the
source of light nnd it gives light to moon nnd other objects 3,
On the busis of such expressions we can discern the rudi-
ments ol the conception of reality as light ®. [t is ditaly
perceived nk this stuge of his intellectal development.

Futher, he conceives renliky us beanty also, which con-
ceplion is very clearly brought oul. * Verily, God is bewnutiful,
He likes benuty™ f. His beauby is ‘unmingled with nny evil’
and His perlection without nny delect 7.  Beauty (Jamdl)
nnd perfection (Kanil), aceording to Suhrawerd!, nre terms
indenkical in significance.  All things seek penfect.ion” ,
this perfection is the atbainment of nbsolute beanty ¥ 'The
counception of LE‘.[I.!ItV s bepuby becomes very clem', s we
will' find Dbelow, when he expluins how the One created
the many.

Three Tmuhisé’ns, p. ld.

. Quran, XXIV, 35,

Thres Trantises, p. 21.

Thres Trentises, pp. 21,

Al-Ghazzili also conceives Lha iaburo of renlity ns fight.
His book Mishkat al- -amwdy is n commenknry on the verse of the
Qurnn: “Allah s bha' light of the henvens and enrbh.” Cod in
khig boolk is eoncaived bey ba nbsolube light, f.e., tha souree of all
things.

6. The Lovers' I‘nend, p. 28,

7. Throe Treatisos, pp. 50-51,

8. Gf al-Ghuzzill's concoption of perfection, Mizin-nl-"wnal,
pp. 19 1, “"The perfeclion of every thing consisks in the vexlizubion
of the parfociion peculiar to thab thtng. The perfection which
is poculinr Lo mano consisls in bthe appreliension of tha brue
nabure of things',

B, The Lovers' IPriend, p 23

=
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-

III. Greation of the Universe

The things were crented through agencies by way of
enmanation. The order of crention is as follows. The ficst
thing which GGod crented was o ‘luminous essence’ called
‘agl! Uhis essence was endowed with three qualitics, viz.,
the knowledge of teuth, the lmowlcdge of the self, and the
knowledge of the phenomenal world.  Husn (benuty) came
into existence {rom the quality of the knowledge of truth ;
‘Ishg {love) came into existence from the quality of the
nowledge of the sell; Huzn (sorrow) cume into being from
the qualiky of the knowledge of the phenomenal world, All
the three emannted from the one source and were rolnted
to each ofbher *. Husn which'was prior in existence con-
templated on tLa own benuby and found himself extremely
benubiful: A cheerlulness appeared in his face, oub of
which cune info existence ull the angels *. ‘Ishg (love)
who hns wn affection for Husn gnzed ab him unceasingly
nnd when a sinile mppemd on the face of Husn Ishg was
disturbed and wanted to mave bub Huzn suﬂpeuded himseif
onto him and from this suspension came into being the
heavens and the enrbh *. These three elements constibute
nature of all things. The celestinl and the tervestinl worlds
ave raled by thewn.

‘When Adumn was crented, the inhabitants of the celes-
tinl world were disturbed. FHusn who wns the king of the

L G Al-Ghuzzall, Ihyd, Vob. I, p, 78— i &i Gis L J)
Sharh-nl-Thyi, Vol I, p. 452 “"The Grsk thing which God the
Almighty crented was intollect.”

2. Lovers' Friend, pp. 3-4.

3. Mahd. Igbad, Mebzmhyslcs in Persin, London 1908, .
L13:~The Hiflis like Avicinon “look upen the ulbimato reality

"Bkornnl Benuty' whoso very mLLuLo consists in seeing its own
fn.ca reflected in the Universo-micror,

4. Lovers' I'riend, p. 4.
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spivitial worlil came to see Adwm wnd finding the place
pleasunt, took pussession of him. Love and Horrow ulso
followed Husn because they could nob live without it wnd
joined il. Since Lhen they have been ritling both  the
worlds '. When the time of Ydsul cune, Husn came to see
himn and took possession of him and there remuined no
difference between Husn and Yusul. “Ishq also came wfter
Husn pubting his hand in the neck of Huzn 2, 'They
fuiled to rexch the parlonr of Husn and deparled Lo do
ascetic exercises in ovder Lo see Husn again ¥,

Huzn went to Canuun and took possession of Yu'qab.
‘Ishq took its way to Tgypt and identifed itsell with
Zulaikhd . *Ishq and Huzn in the end succeeded in linding
Husn without which they could not live 9.

The ullegory illustvates, firstly, how (iod created bhe
Universe and secondly, how beanty or perfection which is
the ideal of mun’s life con be abtnined through the universal
force culled love. It is love which underlies ull movements 5.
It is o fraveller by profession?. ‘‘Wvery time I turn my
face to n direction, every duy I nm of u stuge......": It
goes to different countries and has diffevent names in
different places. "In heaven I am celebrnted as bhe ‘luover’
and on the earth I am kaown as the “quieter” 5.

Suhrawerdi's position is us follows: (3od crented one
thing and then another &ill the process of creation was com-
plete. This is the doctrine of Neo-Plubonic emunnabion.
The workings of the {orce of love wre obvious.

1. Lovers' Friend. pp. 4-G.
2. Ibid. pp. 6-8.

3. Ibid. p. 8.

4. Ibid. pp. 8-11.

6. 1Ibid. pp. 3-11, 20-24.

fi. Lovers' l'riend, p. 29,
7. Lovers' Friend, P. 11.
8. Ibid. p, 11.
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“Love", acconling Lo Ihn Bind is defined “as the Lppre-
ciation of Beauty” '. "I'his striving lor the idealis love's
wovement towards beanty which nccording to Avicenns, is
tdentical with perfection. Benewth the visible evolukion of
lorms is the force of love which actualises all atriving,
movewent, progress’ % ‘Jomdl and ‘Kamal' according bo
Suhrawerd!, are the two different names of Husn % Subro-
werdt's doctrine ol love and perfection agrees with that of
Ibn Bina.

The fundamental difference between the God of Nen-
Pliatonism and Suhrawerdl is that to the formar the universe
is the eternal emanaition, while to the Intter it is merely w
mnanilestation ! of God.

IV. Nature and Destiny of the Human Soul

Human soul is of divine origin which like nil other
things yearns to return bo whence it had come and in abtain-
ing this end consisty its perfection®®, '“Whatever retreats to
pure darkness has also that (darkness) for its source”.
" Whatever seeks light is also fvom light”7. " If it (a
thing) is watery it cannok live withoub water 8. * The
proof of this is the fish thot when it leaves the water

1. Mebaphysies of Persin, p. 38.
"9, Thid. p. 39,
3. Lovers' Friend, p, 23.
4. Three Trentises, p. 13,
5. Three Trentises, p. 14. .

"6 G AL-Ghnszali, Mizan-ol-' dmal, pp. 19-20 :—Tha éar-
lection of the humnn soul liey in knowing God,'Hia gqualities and
bhe disposition of the niTirs of the universs. He also belipves
that there is nn allinity bebween soul and God. (Ihyii, vol. IV,
p. %54).

7. Three Trentises, p. 14,
B Three Ireubises, p. 14,
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its life cannot continue "' And thai thy lovd, He is
the gonl'™ %

Though it is naturnd for the humwn sonl to seelk union
wikth God, yet it often [ovgets its destiny and goes astray,
Suhrawerd! has illustrated bhis point in an alfegory . We
give here n short vesume of . A king had & beautiful
garden full of benuliful flowers of all kinds., It wns
inhabited by beautiful and sweet Dirds, Tivery imngi-
nable heauby was to be found in it. One of the pencocks
was canght by the order of the king and himprisoned
nfter being sewn in u leather. He could not see any-
thing except the inside of the basket. With the pussnge
of time, he forgob all nbout the garden and iks contents.
He thought that there was no bebter and nicer place thian
the inside of the beaket. Bub sometimes when the sweet
breeze came from the govden, he felt an impulse, and he
knew not where the impulse came {rom. One day he hened
the following :—

“Thera enme to me the morning breeze alinosh snying:

I am a messenger to you from the friends” *.

But the bird could not recognize whence the messnge
canie from, ‘

"0 lightning that flashes,

From what sides of the enclosure do vou spread” b,

This ignorance was due to his having fovgoiien the
gnrden and the things connected with it "They forgoh
Allah, therefore Fle caused them fo forget their souls" "
‘When the bird wasg set free and cnune to his cunpanions, he
felt nshumed of his previous state.  “Alas, my grief that T

1. Three Treatises, p. 15.

2, Quren, LIII, 43,

3. Threa Treabises, pp. 22-25,
4. Threa Trentises, p. 23
5. "Threa Trontises, p. 22,
6. Quuan, LIX, 90.
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was unmuindful of Allah™ ' . “And now we have removed
fram thee thy covering and piercing is Lhy sight this duy"?.

The goal of man is his union with God. Suhrpwerdi
believes that this union is possible. He brings for his
suppork inany verses ol the Quran:

“I'he day when they shali neeb Him' ¥,

“AH will be brought before Us' 4.

“Unto Us is their return'' S,

But 'I'heve are obstructions between him and his goul.
In order bo atbnin his goul, man should detnch himsell from
the worldly distractions and muster his passions.

As regards the powers of .man, he stands midway
between wngels wnd animals. “"No wonder” says Sulwa-
werdi “if an angel commits no crime, or il & beust or an
animal does an evil uet, because the nogel does nok possess
thie capability of doing evil and the benst does not possess
the cnpability of understunding. On the other hand, the
(renl) wonder is, the det of = man who carries the com-
mands of passion and submits himself to passions in spite
of .the light of the intellect. And, by the honour of God,
the Greut, that the ‘muon who remains fArm-fooled nt the
time of the atback of passions is superior to wa nogei ; and
agnin, one who is submissive to pussions is faur worse than
n benst ",

L Quran, XXXIX, 57.

2. Quran, L, 27.

3. Quran, XXXITI, 43.

4, Quran, XXXVI, 392

6. Quran, LXXXVIII, 25,

. Thres Troubises, p. 46. QI Al-Gharzall, Psyehological

Basis, Musl, Univ. Jour. Aligech, Vol, 2, Na. 3 p. 97 :~—"Man
occupies n position midway betwesn the wnimuls and wngels wnd
his true differenkin is know ledge. He can either rise fo Lhe
level of angels with tha help of knowladge or fnll to the level
ol wniwals by lobting his anger and lust dominalo him.”
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I'he human soul has the following powers ' :

1.
touch .

2

3.

Bixternal senses : sight, hearing, taste, smell and

Internal senses which are physialogical :
(1) e oyl
. (2) Lale o
(3 e oy
(d) ila =g
(5) b 24 4 abe,

Internal senses which are perceptive:

1. Hiys-i-Mushiaiik (general sense or sensoriuin) :

1.
9

a.

I is located in the frontal lobe of the brain.
Senae impressions coming from all the senses are
received by ib. It only apprehends sensible
forms.

II. Quwwat-i-Khaydl (imagination): It is located

in the middle lobe of the brain. I denls with

the sensible as well as conceptunl objecks. Ibs

[unction is to create new idens out of the old

wpberial with which it is endowed. It is divided

info:

(o) Quwivat-i-Walm: It gives only senseless
imagination., It always misleads.

(b)Y Ghowwat-i-Mutakhayyila : It gives both truth
wod falsehood. Sometimes it nels os an ang-
elic power and somelimes ns devillish.
Thoughts which are ruled by iz are called
. S and are’ angelic, and those ruled by
ek wre bad and are called mndelehayyila,

Tovers' Frignd, pp. 11-20,
The sense of toueh, ha spys, comprises nll these senses,
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TEL Quwwat-i-Hefiza (Memory). 1t is located in
the hinder part of the brain, and conserves what
comes to it,
4. Internul senses which ave appebitive and  self-
ussertive : Syps Doy RN =t g5 These are the
basis of humun actions. They stand in contrn-
distinction to jz. All other internal and external
senses are subordinate to them. II they are let
loose, they degrade man to the level of animnls
and if properly controlled, they elevate him to
the runk of angels? .
(W) iyt o5 ennbles man Lo tnke what is usefu
to him.

(b) .z oy ennbles man to vepel what is harm-
ful to him*®.

Jie o 2 A rational faculby which distinguishes mun
from animals ond ennbles him to know all
abstract fruths and intellectual sciences. It is
through this i thak man attzing his salvation 2.

6. Jsi Jie: (Bternal Intellect) : It is the impersonal and
the universal soul which permentes the whole
universe. The individual soul partakes of it. All
the mental virtues nre its.manifestations. It is
inmaterial, imperishable and transcendental. T
knows all the secrets of the heavens and Lthe
earth 4. .

Maun, then, is celestial ns well as tervestial, AL

and _ =t o@ bind him fo the physical world, whereas Jie

1, Cf. Three Trontiscs, p. 46

Lovers' Friend, p. 19.

Ibid. p. 19,

Cl. Al-Ghazzili's division of human facultiog, Thys 111,

p. 6-6. Thereis hardly ‘any difference between the division of
al-Ghazzill and Suhrawerdr, '

W s LD
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sbunects hine with the spivibual world.  Sometimes these
[nculties overpower the intellect nnd make man Lheir sluve,
But the righl position of intellect is bhat it should conbrol
wnd guide thenm so that the person should vealize his pet-
fection which consisty in knowing the sccrets of the sell,
the wniverse, ete. ' The knowledge is possible in the very
nature of man.  There is no limit to such knowledge. The
conbrol ol passions, love, contemplation and the guidance of
wisdom, in short, can ennble man to abiain to his perlection.

But there arve difticnlties which beset the sonl in senrch
of trath.  Snhreawerd{ illusteates this fact in wn allegory
known asthe "Trentise of the Bird™" *.  This allegory points
out how worldly distractions and impediments can be
surmounted by the seeker nlter truth, and how after grent
difficulties, the seeker can have the knowladge of truth. The
bird narrates how a flock of birds in which he was fiying
wus allured by hunters into u brap, how the bondage and
the .imprisonment beenme comfoctable nnd congenial to
it atid how ultimntely nfter grent many privations the birds
secured their freadom. .

‘Humen henrt cannot know truth unkil it is propecly
oviented ‘in .the direction of truth. It is » mirror which
teflects the nniverse ®.. If the henrt i purified, the whole
universe can be rellegted in it. Bub mnny things come bet-
ween it and the trngh 1,

L. Lovers' Friend, p. 20.
2. Three Trontises, pp. 45-51.
47 Three Trestises, p. 26,

4. Threo Trontises, p. 17. CI. -Ghnzzill, Ihva, Vol
I, p. 11: He gives five rensons which may prevuent
the henrt from npprehending the truth. {1} Tt may hu
undeveloped, (2) rins mey render it dark, (3} it may
he ocenpisd with ibs own purilieation, (4) some
braditional prejudices way cheek tho  rvafllection of
truth, wnd (5) man may be ignbrant ns to the direction
of trull, '
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T'he wssentl condition for ipprehending the spiritunl
hriiths is self-purification V. T'he way to upprehend God is
thik the heart should be purified and the worldly attach-
ments elfaced from it. The more will one detuch himself
from the world wnd turn his ablention to God, the more
wil he be able o reach spivitual heights ‘as the - divine
lavours wre proportionnte to human lubours, and the utmost
exerlions are meh with unbounded munificence’ ? |

Self-purificntion, then, ‘is the only rond to selfl eman-
cipnbion’ . and to ‘turn the fce towards God entirely is
liberation’ *, ‘

The torkures and mortilications which sifls encounter
in ovder to guin liberntion [vonn the thraldom of passions
are pleasures to them.  Subrawerdl has illustrnted this
fack in an allegory®  Some bats became hostile to o cham-
eleon and agreed to punish him by throwing him in the sun
ns this was the greatest punishment according to the bats.
But to their surprise, the sun gave life to him instead o
denth. Husuin-i-Mansir says:

“ Kill me, Q my confidents ; killing me is my life..
" My life is my death, and my denth is my life " 8,

Abu Sulaimdn Dirdni says, “ Il the heedless knew

what pleasures of the gnosiic they luclk, they would die out
of sadness” 7,

V. XKuowledge of God (Ma'rifs)

Wenow pass on bo his mystical and ethical philosophy.
Man's aim in this life is to altain his perfection which
L C6L Qurin, LXXIV, 3.
2. Threa Treatises, p. 5; 1bid, pp. 95-26.
3. Threo Trentises, p. &. :
4. Thred Treatises, p. 97.
3. Three Trentises, pp, 19-20.
6. Ihid, p. 19,
7. 1bid. p. 20
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gonsists in his union with God. "Dhis is only possible
through Ma'vifu. I man desires to rise above the connnnn
run and wants to see Grod face to face, he mush hve a faith
in the unseen, n desire to see the unseen, bakh of which lewl
him to the knbwledge of the unseen, which in turn nke
him renlize the unseen. ICnowledge is the centeal park of
the SUll doclrine ; it avises from (nith and yewrning and
fends man to apprehend God.

- Suhrawerdl constuntly prays to God fo increase his
koowledge !. e says that the more lenrned the 1unn the
more perfect he is *. The prophet said, ' Never has Grod
crenbed on igonorant wdli” ¥ Although the prophet was
nn embodiment of perfection, yet Grod snid to the prophet
in the Qurdn, " And suy, O my Lord, incrense me in know-
ledge ' 4.

This knowledge is not the knowledge of taxnbion,
mnrriage, business, and the like . It is gnosis which comes
to the heart through intuition and revelation. It pertains
to the lknowledge of God, His quulities, Iis disposition of
the affnirs of the Universe, the secrels of Lhe spivitnal world,
the henvens and the earth, etc & These mysteries about
(God, the soul nnd the universe should he known but not
divulged because every heart cannob conbnin them 7. The
highest perfection of man, then, lies in atbaining the resem-
blance of God "

1, TIbid. p. 13.
. Threo Trentises, p, 39.
4. Ihid. p. 39.
4. Qurin, XX, 113.
4. Threo Trentisos, p. 39.
6. Tbid. p. 39; cl. al- (-h:wznlr Fhyit, vol. I, pp. 1B-19.
T. Throe Trenkises, p. 34,

B. TIhid. p. 40.
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Kuowledge of perfection is a quality of man. One
who has more knowledge about the renlities of the Universe
is nobler !, and one who does nob possess it is imperfect *

The acquisition of the science of knowladge of God
is superior Lo all the other seiences. A science is preferuble
becnuse of its subject muotter, the strong nrguments and
prools it uses and the advantages it brings to the seeker .
Ma'rife has all these ndvantages over obher sciences .
Ibs nim is bruth, it uses observation {mnshdhadn) and it is
an estublished fact that observation is ove convincing
than srgumentation ®,  And the advantages that will acerue
from it will be everlnsting .

Tt is through ecstnsy (dhaug) thut ma'rifa is possible.
The seeker in ils Rttainment rises by steps to the knowledge
of the spiritnal renlities, The main steps are as follows:

1. When the heart is puvified, divige lights from the
trunscendentnl world begin to appent in’ the heprt, These
are inerely flnshes wnd accidents. ‘They are not constant

1. Thres Treatises, pp. 40-41.
2. Ihid. p. 40,

3. Three Trentises, p. 30.

4. Thres Prenticas, 31-839; of. al-Ghazeili, Thyd, Vel. I,
pi. 12-14. "Ihe pobility of u scienco depends on three (nekovs :
(1) The fneulky by which bhuk knowledge is mought, e.g., intel-
lectunl sciences ara suporior ko rhilologicnl geisnces, bacruse philo-
sophy is nequired through intellect nod philology through henring,
and inkoellech is superior Lo hauwring. (2) The genarnlity of tho
benefits which can be derived [rom it (3} The kind of mnterinl
which it employs, £.g., tonching is superior to tannery, sinee tho
benchor works upon the human mind aad tho tuoner upon the
sking nl nuimals, minds baing suparior fo tha dend skins”. Ho
fucthe. proves that sciance which lends ona to God is the noblest
of al.  he sciencas, :

+  Throo Trontises, p. 31.
I, Throe Trentises, p. 39,
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and pernaioent. They saddenly appear and disuppear. “He
it is who shows you the lightning™ ', God says abont it that
“the -splendour- of His lghtning almost takes wway the
Eye—sighb" (Qu.ru‘u NXTIV, 43), These Nashes wre delight-
ful. They incrense with the incrense of the ascetic exer-
cises, IBut he believes thul in a purified heavt such flashes
can .coine without ascetic exercises®  Sometinies man
begins to npprehend some of the states helonging to the
next world in every thing that he sees. Sometimes he
becomes mentally unbulanced. Al the time of the break,
the seeker hndt; consolation in the post imemories ngninst
the onq]d,ug:,hts ol passions®.  This is the first stage.

When the light from the spiritual world reaches ‘the
utmost e\tLelmby and remuing for a long time, it is called
bumqmlllty This stuge is more perfect than the first one.
When the seeker comes back to his physical sell, he leels
highly regretful for iis separvaticn. In the Qurdn this
‘tranquillity,’ says Subrawerdi, is menbioned many times.

"And God sent down Hig ‘tranquiliity' . One who has
atbnined to this height can rend the hemvts of others wnd
the meaning of many unknown things become clenr to him.
The Prophet once said about ‘Omar," *“Verily, tennquillity
spenks bhrough-the tongue of ‘Omar.” Somebimes he hears
discourses from the divine world® This is the second
stage.

“And ithis Tranquilliby becomes such thabt if man
desires to keep it off from himsell he cannob do so.  "T'hen
mun renches such a skige that whenever he likes, he gives

17 Qurin, X111, 13

4. Threo Tl‘e'il.l;i.*‘.i(‘..’-i. p. A4

3. Ibid. p. 338

4. Qurin, XLVILI, 26

5. Three Trenlises, pp. 35-36.
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up the hady and goes Lo the world of (divine) Majesly ; and
his uscents veach the high spheves.  And whenever he likes
or desires he can do sn.  So whenever he looks at himself
he becowes happy, becnuse he discerns the radinnee of
God’s light (Talling) on him.  Hitherto it is o defect.

“Il he exerts further, he also passes this stage. He
becomes such that he ddes not look on himself and his
kuowledge of his existence is lost ; this is called ' Fand-i-
Akhar”.  When odne forgets himsell and nlso forgebs the
forgetlulness it is called “Fand dar Jamd™ ' At this stuge the
seeker after Leuth has reached the highest end and has
venlized what is possible for him. This is not an end of
man's efforts in the Buddhist sense of Nirwdnd. . In
Nirvdnd the individunl pusses into wnnihilation. According
to the Bufi philosophy the individual soul nttains everlnsbing
existence by joining with the universnl soul: .

Sufls consider it u polytheism to delight in the know-
ledge one has giined about God. In doing this, they say,
the seeker has mnde knowledge and nob Giod his 6bject of
worship.  The 34ll loses, firstly, the delights of knowledge,
and, secondly, himself und the world around. him. This
stnge is enlled ‘Obliterntinn™®.  “Byery one thub is in it, will
pass away and there veiaineth buk the face of Thy Lovd,
bhe glorious and beneficient "3, ‘

In his nscenb to the divine, the seeker alter truth pusses
through the following stages ' :—

L. “There is no God lubt God.” At bhis stage the
seeker only renlizes thut there is no other Deity except God.
The diviniby is negated from all other things.

Three Trowtises, pp. 36-37.
Threee Treatisas, p. 7.
Qurein, LYV, 27, 98.

Threa Treabises, pp. 37-38.
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2. “There is no He but Him'™™.  In the first stage the
divinity is negabed from what is not God. Bub at this stage
existence also i negated to all other things except God. It
in He and He alone that exists.  All other things are only
phenomenal.  They are only manifestations of Him.

3. “There is no ‘'hou but Thou". This stage of uni-
ficndion i still highee. “Hun' is used for the nbsent but
“Thou" stands for the one who is presenb. Al this stnge,
besides the unificution, the presence of God is also felt.

4. “Thereisnol but Me™, This is a still higher stage.
In “Thouship” there is n dunlity because one addresses an-
other. At this stage, the S#fi is ubsorbed in God and there
is no distinction between the seeker and the sought. “*And
every thing will perish save His face™ !.

There is no limit to the spivitual grades.  But as long
as man wears the gurb of humnnity, he cannob [ully com-
prehend the world of divinity. "“A S&fi wus once asked
what is Tasawnwuf?". He anawered, “Its beginning is God
and a8 regards the end, it hus no end"®

VI Love of God.

Suhrawerd! regnids love of God as the highest end of
man in this world. Tt is the highest virtue or quality ol the
heart which n man should develop in order to nbtain his
perfection. But love of God is not u quulity isolated [rom
the knowledge of God. I& isan aspect of the knowledge
which is higher in point of spiritunl development. The
theologians believe that man’s love for God is ap impossi-
bility sinee wan and God are not homogeneous. Love can
take pince, they argue, between beings which are homogen-
eous. Man’s affection for God consists, necording to them,

1. Qurin, XX VIIT, 84,
3. Three Trenlises, p. 36.
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in his obedience to Him . Subirawerd! says that homogeneity
is nok a condition of love as sometities & 1nan loves o colour
or an object, Lhough they are not homogeneons with him.
“Liove consists of an affection which has transgressed its
Hmit”® T, dmplies an imperfection on the part of the
lover; the lover has nob acquired all whal is desirable.
Something siill remains bo be realized, which is oot yet
nequived.  IT man comprehends God's beauty fully, he will
have no lurther desive.  But {ull comprehension of God's
beautby is impossible for man,

Human faculties have certain funchions to perlorn.
They arve crented to [uifif a mission. In carrving oub this
mission lies their perfection and pleasure. The pleasures of
the senses of sight, hearing and smelling, «. g., consist in
seeing beautilul forms, hearing melodious voices, and smell-
ing fine odour, respectively. Similurly, all the external
and internnl senses have certnin functions to perform.
The perforwance ol such functions which ave peculiar to
particulnr senses, gives the greatest plensure to them. Man
shares his exfernal and internnl senses with nnimals. Bus
over and wbove all these, man has another faculty known us
intellect whose function is to renlize the intellectual
truths. “F'he [unction of the intellect und the rational soul
is the lmowledgé'of brath, and comnprehension of venlilies.
And when the soul has ncquired this, it has reached its
perfection and experienced the highest pleasures. This

1. Three Trentises, p. 41; of, al-Ghazzili, Thye, Vol IV,
1 252, Buhrawerdl's words and prguments wre similar to those
of al-Ghazzili. Al-Gleszili says $hab Ghe theolugians hold that
lave cannok exist hebween maen nnd God.’ Thay define the love
of God as cbedience to Him, According to them love ean exist
hetween the nwembers of the same specics. ., Ghuzzill velutes their
nrguments.  Heulso estublished that love of God is bhe highest
idenl of muan wnd is the essence of Isbwm, ,

2. Three Treatises, p. 11; Lovers' Friend, pp. 24-25.
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plensure caunol be compared with anv other pleasure ns
" one who did not taste, does not know' .,

Tanwil and Kamdl' ave only different nwnes for Hiesn
(Bewuty). ISverything, whesher spivilual ov corparent, seeks
not only perfection but nlso benuby 2. :

It ean be venlized Lhrough 'Ishg. ‘fshy comes to mun
through Hnen (Sorrow), fe, when one has purified his
heart by subduing his passion nnd hns ased his inkernnl and
external senses properly. ‘Ishy comes only ab a time when
the worldly nttnchimenis nre eliminated from the heprk. And
it is ‘Ishg which takes the seekers bo the sought, i. .,
perfection or benuty which is man's desired object®.
“Eject hollow imaginations from your hend; languish
through coquebry ; nnd inerease supplicabion. Yonr teacher
is love, when you reach there he will himself uther with the
longue of ecsbasy : Act thus ' .

1. Three Trenbises, p. 42; cf. ni-Ghazzill, Thya, Vol 1V,
p. 264, There sesins bo be no difference hebwsen bthe views of
ul-Ghezziili wnd Subrewerdl.  Aflechion may  be defined ny
n natural inclinabion towards ohjects which give plensure. 1f
the inclinntion hecomes strong it is cnlled love. Affeskion is of
differsnt kinds nccording to diffevent senses. Jivory sensa per-
ceives n partictlar kind ol object which gives it plensure or puin.
The eyo, forinstunee, apprehends benubiful forims, the enr tusionl
sounds, the nose swoeb adour, ete.  In the apprehonsion of bhose
objects lies the porfecion of these senses. Hub mnn shures with
the other animals the externnl and internnl senses. Bub over
nnd nbove these senses man has anobher inner sense or fculty of
perfection which is implanted in the hencb. This only Lhrougl
hiz freully thot God and obher mysteries of Lhe heaven and
purtb enn ba known.  And in appreliending these objects fies tho
perfection of this {nculty,

2. Lovers’ Triend, p. 245 el al-Ghazzali [hyi, Vol iV,
po 286G, Ie also conceives "Kamdl’ and 'Joudl' as one wnd the
seme bhing.  He too conceives renlity us beuuly

3. Lovors' I'viend, p. 24.

4. Lovors' Priend, p. 24,
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Love is Bhe 'nlmosh exteemity' of affection'. T is
‘excessive affection’.  “Love is mare pacticular than aifec-
Lion, bectiuse wll fove is nlfection but all affection is not
love. And affection is more particular thau ‘knowledpe’
because all afleclion is knowledge, but all knowledge is not
alfection.  And bwo opposite things come out of knowiedye,
which are called ‘[riendship' and ‘enmity’.  Beecause know-
ledge pertnins either to a thing which is ngrecable nnd
suitable bo the body or the spirit which is called ‘pure good’
and ‘absolute affection'; and the human soul seeks it, and
desires 1o beinke itsell to that, and abbnin perfection ; or, it
pertains to a thing which is not suitable and not ngreenble
to the Lody and the spirit which is cnlled ‘pure evil' und
‘absolute delect’; and the human seul nlwnys flies from Ehat
and it has a antural aversion townrds that.  From the first
comes ‘friendship’ and from the second ‘enity’.  So the
first round is knowledge, the second round is affection,
and the third vound is love. And one cannot rench the
world of love which is the highest of wll, unless he makes
two rounds of the stair from knowledye nnd affection'.
"T'he world of love is the end of the world of knowledge
and nffection".

“One wlho is in union with i6 is the end of the learned
scholues and illustrious philosophers.  And therefore it is
siid : '

No crented being has love,

None but the mature has fove™ 4,

The word *Ishy is devived {rom the nume of a
pank known us ‘Ashagalk (ivy). ‘This plant grows nt the
foob of & bree, shooks iks rooks in the ground and becomes
very fivim and then stowly and gradually climbs on the bree

I Lovers' Triend, p. 24,
2. Lovers' Friend, pp. 24-25.
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and ultimabely covers the whole of it. It begins to snek
the nonoshment of the tree with the rvesult thal the tree
dries up .

Sumilacly, in the heart of & man there is & tree. 1k
lrces to the spivitnal as well ns the physical world. The
one which faces to the spicibunl world is the real bree, and
the other which faces to the physical world is the shadow
tree. Il man indolges in the worldly things, the shadow
tree becomes sbronger and gradunlly oceonpies the whole
heart of wan.  Then the renl free becomes wenker and
samebimes withaers nway.  As il gets shrivelled, man forgets
all nboul the spivitual world.  But when man begins tn
nourish the real tree with the water of knnwledge, love
jumps in, shoels ils roobs inko the hewrt, and covers the
shadow bree with the result thnb this tree becomes puler wnd
puler il the renl bree begins to grow again and its nume- -
rous branches begin Lo deaw spiritual norishment from the
divine founlain.  And when it has renched its perfection,
the shadow Lree dies and the soul of maun becomes identical
with the renl tree and he attaing the highest perfection

I'his sbnge is veached through 'Ishg which nuy be
called the pious deed lending one to the lirst beloved,
“Unto Him good words ascend, and the pious deed doth
He exalt”™® It is throagh the pucificakion of the heart
thot ‘Tshg becores peclect and in its perfection lies the
perfeckion of wawnt. ‘Ishy eannot enter a hewrt unless the
lower appetites of the soul nre sacrificed®.  Bub every oue
cannot reach this height of perloction; “it requires years

1. Lovers' Friend, p. 26.

9. Lovers' Friend, pp. 26-98.
- 3. Qurean, XXXV, 1.

4. Lovers' Briend, pp. 29-30.

5. Lwovers’ Priend, p. 29.
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thab an orviginal stone through the sun becoiues n ruby in
Badakhshan or a cornelian in Yaigan, '

Liove, in short, is al the basis of all creation as well ns
of perfection .

“BBut for you, we wouldn't have known Love,

But for Love, we wouldn't have known yon" 3.
Conclusion

Snheawerdl in bis vounger days conceived reality as
both light and benuky. ‘Uhe conception of reality as
beauty can be established on Lhe basis of the ubterances in
the I'veatises but the conception of reality as light is
dimly perceplible nnd Lherefore” cannot be established.
These views are not without precedent. Ghazzdli also
coneeived realiby as beauty ns well as light.

The human soul is of divine origin. Its perfeciion
lies in renching its origin.  This pevfection can be realized
through knowledge which is the dilferentia of man. Know-
ledge menns the knowledge of God, His qunlities, Hig
nckions, angels, the secrets of the heavens, and the earth,
ebe.

Lverything seeks perfection or benuly which is possible
through the cullivation of love. When man has wholly
detanched himsell from the worldly desives and is salely
oceupied with God, he sees all realities. And here lies his
perfection.

Svhrawerd! has [ollowed al-Ghazzdlf in his younger
dnys bolh in lebter and spivit. He seems to be » fhorough-
going Ghazzdlian,

I Lovers' Iriend, p. 39,
2. Ihid. p. 30.
3. Inid. p. 8.

339



\ e o )y el et Olgad LAl e £ (L300 Ll ot

S el ] Ot GLAR g s L MY I 7] IR
B T PR L S0, S 3

ol Qe Gpaddl 5 B, e s 0y ] et
\Ya .....oﬁJUL?JF@uJLﬁIlqjeuaﬂlﬁ."_.;JJ_,JG..‘J’

Lo J il g5y gl cotadddl 3zl e T sl st
L TR PN R e PPt



u_da,",ac.b

Lol ol bl o) bt 25
LY Gl ay ey — iS5
Lol T L sl ke



0N R (PR
9

S R e el olgd
(r\ VAN /a0 AY g.i_,s)

L:JLUJ]_)JJ Ua_,..a.i
¥

@UJL'-TJQ

b ST esles o5l Ol al L

AR
Leadbellly Lop b o phadl )b e
LBV G 2 e — 1) iS513 Raals L s



O e
Ay @ﬂ‘r}wit‘_{)u e

S 5 3135
oY L]
A\

S 353 r4—d |

i O e il il
(YNAY /a0 AY )

CJL.UIJJJ uﬂ_’»dj
Y

(.Y--- AR
PRy W i F Qy.!l&:ﬂ@_,b.:.g.;.«

Kl LT i g — 00,8015 el U] -



S g
Ll Al o hadl o, b s
IR N | IS 1 S
Y aldl



