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THE ORDER OF CHRIST

or
SOVEREIGN GRAND COMMANDER
OF THE TEMPLE

DECORATIONS

All Knights in Chapter shall wear a white tunic and a white
surcoat as is customary for the Order of the Temple.

Over the tunic a breast-plate shall be worn. Knights shall wear
strong red ankle-boots and white woolen gloves. The tunic shall
bear Greek embroidery, and above it the Knights shall wear a
white scarf edged with red with the cross of the Order in the
centre. Flesh coloured breeches shall be worn,

The Jewel of the Order is worn on a ribbon around the neck.
The ribbon is white, four inches wide, and has two eagles. One
eagle is black, with folded wings; it bears a look of extreme
sorrow and carries in one claw a bleeding heart, and in the other
a key.

The other eagle is in silver, has spread wings and carries a
sword in its talons.

The jewel is a white enamelled Teutonic cross with a smaller
red cross in its centre. In the latter is a white cross; and on the
reverse of the jewel is an arrow pointing upwards.

Besides this decoration which is worn in Chapter and in all
Lodges, there is another which Knights must always wear and
which must be buried with them.

It is a small teutonic cross in gold with red enamel and having
a white enamel Latin cross in its centre. It is worn suspended from
the buttonhole by a red ribbon with black edging.
PENAL SIGN
The hands are crossed on the breast as in the Eighteenth Degree,
but, however, the hands touching the shoulders.
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SIGNS

Ist Sign—that of command, made with the index finger of the
right hand.

2nd Sign—that of horror, the right foot drawn backwards.
3rd Sign—that of the good shepherd, raising the eyes to heaven,

and then lowering them with a look of resignation.
Countersigns: As for the Thirty-second Degree. Advance: Nine
steps and three genuflexions. Knock: *¥—*** (three times).

Password: Submission, devotion to the Sovereign of Sovereigns.
Holy Word: Gloria in Excelsis.

BRIEF OF KNIGHT OF THE TEMPLE or of NEC PLUS
ULTRA TEMPLAR or of NEC TEMPLAR
In the name of the most holy and indivisible Trinity. Amen.
Glory to God in Heaven, peace and prosperity on earth.

We, the undersigned, Reverend Grand Priest, Captain Gover-
nor, and all the heads of the Royal Arch Grand Chapter of Lanark,
Scotland, hereby declare and certify that our dearly beloved brother
LOUIS CHARLES TISSOT, author, aged 43, born in Dole, (Jura),
France (and who has worked as ancient mason on the cubic stone)
having been specially recommended to us and having been found
worthy, has been received by us in the Chapter of our Lodge on the
. 15th November 1812, where he was initiated and instructed in all
the great and sacred mysteries of the Super Excellent Royal Arch
Masonry; and that he supported with strength and meckness of
spirit all the trials and tests imposed by our Grand Chapter.

We, Grand Commander and all the heads of the Camp of
St. Paul and of the Knight Templars at Lanark, entered under No.
22 in the Royal Register of the Grand Conclave of Scotland, also
declare and certify that after well thought-out and severe examina-
tion, our dearly-beloved brother Knight and Companion LOUIS
CHARLES TISSOT, Royal Master Mason (who has worked on the
cubic stone) was, on the 15th November 1812 received in our camp
and was duly and properly initiated and instructed in all the
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mysteries of our religious and military Orders of Knight Templar
and of the Holy Sepulchre of St. John of Jerusalem; also that we have
made him Knight Templar of Malta and Sovereign Prince Rose
Croix, after having subjected him to all the mysterious and (to
him) surprising trials necessary for his admission, during which
trials he showed the greatest firmness of character, capability and
courage. Consequently we have invested him with the privileges
which, from time immemorial, have been and are the right of all
those of our Order, being confident that in whatever part of the
world he may be, he will be welcomed by all our dear and zealous

 brothers.

In faith of which, we pray all our worthy brother Knights
and all Companions of the above-mentioned illustrious Orders to
receive him in his rank and degree, and to extend to him all brotherly
care and protection.

Given under our signatures and the seals of our Orders, at
Lanatk (Scotland), 15th November 1812 (common calendar) :

.......... Royal Arch Lodge, No. 5812
.......... Lodge, No. 3212 of the Knights Templar
.......... Lodge, No. 612

.......... Lodge No. 712 of the Knights of Malta

SUBLIME DEGREE OF SOVEREIGN OF SOVEREIGNS
GRAND COMMANDER OF THE TEMPLE UNDER THE
DISTINGUISHING TITLE OF THE ORDER OF THE
TEMPLE OF CHRIST

Arrangements of the apartments necessary for the Sovereign
Council of Knights of the Order of the Temple under the
distinguishing name of the Order of Christ.

Three apartments are necessary for receiving Knights. They
are vigilantly guarded by two armed serving Knights, one posted
outside in the corridor, the other before the door of the apartment
giving access to the Chapter.

The first apartment is for meditation. It is draped in black
and is lit by only one single spirit lamp.
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The second apartment is also draped in black. On the hang-
ings are tears of silver, skeletons, and bones arranged in necklace
fashion. In the East is a raised throne, in front of which is the
seat of the Sovereign Grand Commander in Chief.

The throne is reached by 7 steps. It is covered with black
satin strewed with vivid flames, without tears. Before the Sovereign
Grand Commander in Chief is a table covered with a cloth of
black satin strewed with tears. To the right is a skull, bones
arranged in necklace fashion and letters giving the initials J.".M.".
In the middle of the room a catafalque surrounded by Cypress
trees must be set up. In front of the catafalque is an incense butner
with pieces of tow and spirit. This room is lit by 18 lights, three
of which are around the catafalque in funereal candlesticks, 3
in the East, 6 in the West and 9 others distributed over the room.
The Sovereign of Sovereigns is armed with a shield and holds a
sword. His sceptre is a pair of scales placed in front of him on
the table, upon which is also placed the Constitution of the Order.

In the West are placed the First and Second Lieutenants Gen-
eral who carry out the office of Grand Supervisors. They also each
have a shield and wear a Templar’s hat or a Greek helmet just as
does the Sovereign Grand Commander. The Supervisors tables are
covered with crimson satin, black-edged and strewn with silver
tears. On each of the tables are two crossed swords, and the front
of the cloths covering each of the tables bears in gold embroidery
the letters N."K."M.".K.".—NIKA MAKA (Vengeance). This
apartment is only used for receptions.

The third apartment is the ordinary Council Chamber. It is
draped with white hangings with red edging. In each of the
4 cardinal points is a large Cross of the Order, in red. In the
centre of this apartment is placed a large round table covered with
a white cloth having red edging. On this table there is always
the pair of scales which is the sceptre of the Sovereign of Sover-
eigns. The members of the Council are placed around this table in

116

W g

&



e ]

o

THE ORDER OF CHRIST

the same order as Masons in all Lodges. There is a candle before
each Knight.

In the East, behind the Sovereign of Sovereigns, is placed on
a raised stately throne, a bust of Napoleon, the protector of this
Order in France. At the foot of the table and towards the West
is the picture representing the plan of a Knights' camp, such as
is described in the degree of Prince of the Royal Secret.

DRESS

In Council, all Knights wear a white tunic with a white sur-
coat, in compliance with the custom of the Order of the Temple.

Over the tunic is worn a breast-plate; and strong red ankle-
boots and white woolen gloves are worn. The tunic must have
Greek facings, and over it is worn a white scarf with a red edge,
the scarf bearing in its centre the cross of the Order. Flesh coloured
breeches are worn.

The Jewel of the Order is suspended on a white ribbon worn
around the neck. The ribbon is four inches wide, and has two
eagles, one black with folded wings, having a most sorrowful air,
carrying in one of its talons a bleeding heart and in the other a
key. The other eagle is silver, has spread wings, and carries a
sword in its talons.

The Jewel is a white-enameled teutonic cross, having a smaller
red cross in its centre. Within the red cross is a small white cross,
and on the reverse of the jewel is an arrow pointing upwards.
Besides this decoration which is worn in Council and in all Lodges,
there is another which Knights must always wear and have buried
with them. It is a small gold teutonic cross with red enamel and
a white enamel Latin cross in its centre. It is suspended from the
button-hole by a red ribbon with black edge.

In the second apartment Knights wear only a black cloak.

GRAND OFFICERS OF THE SOVEREIGN COUNCIL
1. The Sovereign Grand Master-Commander in Chief.
2. The First Lieutenant General
3. 'The Second Lieutenant General
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4. 'The Minister of State who acts as Orator.

5. The Grand Chancellor.

6. The Grand General Treasurer.

7. The Grand Keeper of the Seals and Records.

8. The Grand Master of Ceremonies.

9. The Grand Expert Introducer.
10. The Grand Expert Standard Bearer, or Bearer of the Insignia

of the Grand Master.

11. The Grand Captain of the Guard.
12.  The Grand Hopitaller.

The Grand Master Commander in Chief, called the Sovereign,
may whenever questions arise which are of interest to all the
Masonic degrees, convene the Knights of Inferior Orders to his
Council.

S. of S.—Sir Knight Grand Commander, the Chapter is open. Take
your places.

The minutes of the last Muster are read.

Visitors are now introduced.

RECEPTION

To this sublime Order shall only be admitted men of estab-
lished moral integrity, of sound doctrine and sane judgment, and
who, by their personal qualities and social rank will maintain the
honour of the title of Knight.

They must previously have been invested with the degree of
Triple Cross of Kadosch, of Grand Inquisitor, of Elected of Truth,
of Prince of the Royal Secret, of Grand Inspector 33°, and of Sover-
eign Grand Commander of the Temple.

He who secks admission to the Order of the Temple must
make 2 signed written request to the Sovereign of Sovereigns, who
will submit the request to the examining tribunal. This tribunal is
composed of first officers who meet on being convened by the
Sovereign of Sovereigns and who deliberate on the request.

If any member of the tribunal does not know the candidate
sufficiently well enough to form an opinion on him, a commission
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is appointed to gather all the information necessary to allow the
Sovereign Council to make its decision. The report of the Com-
mission is made three months after and to the Sovereign Tribunal,
who in their turn, report to the Sovereign Council. If the candidate
is accepted, the date of the reception is fixed.

The Knights having met for the purpose of the reception, the
Captain of the Guard or the Master of Ceremonies goes to meet
the candidate and take his arms away from him, even down to his
knife. He places a black crepe veil over the candidate’s head and
leads him to the first apartment, the meditation room.

In this apartment is already placed a table, a chair, and a
coffin; and a brother gets into the coffin before the candidate enters
the apartment. The coffin is covered with a black cloth. The
conductor leaves the candidate in the apartment after having im-
pressed upon the candidate in a short speech the importance and the
object of the Order into which he is likely to enter.

A short time after the preparator has left the apartment, the
brother in the coffin raises his head still covered by the black veil,
and says slowly and loudly: “Who are you? What do you seek?
And why do you come to trouble my peace?” He awaits the reply,
and then, with a gesture as if in anger, knocks the light over so
as to extinguish it. He then rises quickly and quietly and escapes
by a concealed door, making every effort to avoid being seen by the
candidate.

Outside the apartment, two Knights pronounce in turn the
following phrases in a loud voice. After each phrase the candidate
is asked to express his thoughts on what is said to him.

Ist Kt.—Do you act toward others as you would have them act
towards you?

2nd Kt.—Do not do to others what you would not have them do to
you.

1st Kt.—Adore the Supreme Being, and let your worship for Him
be free from all Superstition.

2nd Kt—Love your neighbor as yourself.

119



COLLECTANEA

1st Kt.—Succour the unfortunate, assist the distressed.

2nd Kt.—Be truthful and shun all forms of falsehood.

1st Kt.—Be patient and suffer your brothers’ shortcomings.

2nd Kt.—Be faithful to all your commitments, and remember that
discretion is one of the chief virtues of the philosopher.

1st Kt.—Bear all adversity with meekness.

2nd Kt.—Such are the duties of the philosopher.

After a few moments of silence, the introducer goes to the
door of the meditation room where an armed guard, wearing a
helmet and breast-plate is posted. This guard is vizored and holds
a dagger in a threatening manner. He opens the door to the
introducer, allows him to enter, and then places himself intentionally
in the open doorway where he remains for a few seconds so that
the candidate may be sure to notice him. He then slams the door
to, as if in anger.

The Introducer, lamp in hand, says to the candidate, “What
do you seek?”” The candidate replies that he wishes to enter into
the Sovereign Council, wherupon the introducer replaces the veil
upon him, blows out the light, and says to him, “If you ate ready
for anything, follow me.”

He leads the candidate to the door of the Chapter and gives
the knock as a Kadosch. The Sovereign of Sovereigns, warned by
the Lieutenant General that someone is knocking at the door of the
Chapter says, “Knights First and Second Grand Commanders, make
sure who is knocking at the door of the Chapter.”

Report is made to the Sovereign of Sovereigns that it is a
Knight Mason who seeks the special favour of being installed as
Knight Templar.

S. of S—Ask him if he is prepared to both suffer and undertake
all that may be necessaty for the defence and maintenance of
this Order; and if he is prepared to fulfil all the religious duties
which will fall upon him both as a brother and a citizen.
Affirmative reply.

S. of S.—Let him enter.
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After he enters, and after a long silence during which he has
had time to examine everything surrounding him, the Sovereign
of Sovereign says to him:

Sir Knight. Look and listen. Are you lofty enough in mind,
have you sufficient philosophy to fully realize the value of what
we are about to reveal to you?

(After the reply.)

Proud and blind disciple of the philosophers of yore, you
doubtless acknowledge their authority only. You pay heed only
to the deceitful oracles of the portico and of the Lyceum; and no
doubt you claim with them that the soul is mortal. But can you
read their writings without being at the same time both filled with
admiration and moved to pity? . . . In the midst of the reveries of
their chimerical Wisdom, what loftiness is in their ideals! What
moral teaching! The most passionate raptures of poetry are in no
way whatever comparable to the philosophical enthusiasm of these
wise old men. The Senses of the Wise Man are impervious to
pain; fire which devours him causes him no hurt; torment and
torture are for him but delight and sensual enjoyment. It is quite
indifferent to him whether he is reposing on a couch of flowers or
encompassed by devouring flames of the Bull of Phalaris.

Do you consider that such a doctrine is very strange in men who
see only annihilation beyond the grave? They were the blind proph-
ets of a truth which has been revealed to their great astonishment.
This fearlessness in their pride was falsely manifested. The Temp-
lars, trumphant in their sufferings, displayed it without affectation
or ostentation when they experienced joyous rapture in the midst
of devouring flames. We witnessed them smiling as they burned,
and, indeed Clement V and Philip the Fair were baffled and
humbled by the virtue and the courage of these philosophers. They
were compelled to confess their fear that the truth would be revealed
some day. But whence comes such heroism and valour in our
ancestors, and which is so far beyond the natural attainment of
man? They believed in immortality.
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S. of S.—Sir Knight, do you fear death? A—No.

You are right for death is but the threshold to the Temple
of Immortality. Immortal man (it is blasphemy to call you mortal,
you are neither worm nor insect), know yourself, realize your
greatness, learn to admire your qualities, that is the whole secret
of Wisdom. Ah! the more you consider this, the more will your
soul increase in nobility, and you will then surely soar towards
immortality. ’

At this thought, the face of Nature will change and will be-
come ever more perfect in your eyes. You regarded the universe
only as a shapeless and obscure Chaos. You will see it completed
and brilliant with Light. You will still be yourself and yet an-
other being. You will sce the Universe pass through different set-
tings which should ever increase in splendour and in beauty.

FIRST JOURNEY

8. of S.—Sir Knight Captain of the Guard, will you conduct the
neophyte in his first journey around the encampment? (He is
taken around the catafalque which is in the middle of the apart-
ment. When he returns to his place, the Captain of the Guard
announces his return, and the Sovereign of Sovereigns continues:)

Q,—Knight, are you desirous of penetrating the Dark Truth which
conceals the mysteries of nature from mortal eyes?

(The candidate replies suitably and the Sovereign of Sovereigns
addresses him as follows:)

What marvels are going to unfold themselves before your eyes!
What a multitude of objects is going to come under your scrutiny !
You will be able to gratify your insatiable eagerness to know and
understand everything.

The secrets of the enlightened moral world will be revealed
to you. The physical world will emerge from its thick clouds which
limit and tire the vision of the mind and do not allow the learned
man who scrutinizes it to see anything but broken links and scat-
tered fragments, without any connection or order. Then all the
links will be joined together, all the gaps will be filled, the Chain
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will be united, complete and visible from one end to the other;
all dimensions will have their full extension and will be perfect.

Now when this wealth of marvels is revealed to you, imagine
the effect it will have upon you. . . . If Admiration is a source of
pleasure, with what voluptuousness will your soul be filled! In
your ecstasy, will you not see a ruler whose eye embraces, whose
hand conducts, whose breath enlivens and kindles the whole of
nature? '

If you wish to be enlightened, enter with us the Temple of
Truth, erected in the distant past by the learned philosophy of
antiquity. Come there and consult the oracles of the Supreme
Wisdom and you will not leave without avowing yourself immortal.
Nature, the everchanging product of an immutable cause, is but
a sequence of revolutions in which everything is transformed un-
ceasingly, and in which nothing perishes. Men! Your pride is
flattered, and I see that you are proud of your masterpieces; but
now, would you know something still greater? . . . Listen . . . It
is a sigh for the unfortunate . . . . moral greatness is the only
true greatness. Death, which destroys all other things, preserves
and crowns it.

Are you really dead, illustrious J.".M."., you whose genius had
attained the power of immortality? . . . No, you live and we greet
your sublime soul. I congratulate you on your passage to the other
shore. I shall not take leave of you, since I am to join you soon. I
shall leave the sphere of the Sun to join you in a purer light and a
happier climate which I shall enjoy with you . . . Man only plunges
into death to rise from it immortal. The grave is but a subterranean
passage which leads to happiness. The glorious history of man
is divided into two unequal parts; this short life is, so to speak, only
the frontispiece, and it is eternity which unfolds the whole book of
our destinies. If nature cannot teach the unbeliever, if he shuts
his eyes to what is before him, will he resist what he feels? If he
finds that the voice of the Creator who speaks to him through His
works is too feeble, then let him listen to his conscience, let him
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look into his own being and read what is written there. The signs
of immortality are stamped within him, he bears in his owid
bosom the judge who will condemn him. Nature does not deceive
her children: she has not written fables in our hearts: she has
not made of man a lie which deceives men.

Stop, and reflect on the marvels of my power.

SECOND JOURNEY

S. of S.—Sir Knight Captain of the Guard, conduct the candidate
on his second journey.

(When ithe journey is finished, the Sovereign of Sovereigns is
warned and continues:)

Q—Khnight, you are approaching the end of your task. Does what
you have seen up to now in our Order not fill you with fear
at what remains for you to discover?

A.—No.

What shall be your task henceforward, valiant Knight? To
defend innocence when it is helpless or oppressed; to protect the
weak against the strong; the good against the wicked; and to
avenge the death of your brothers by laying down your life for
them, if need be. You can face death fearlessly, since death cannot
destroy you. Let us cease, therefore, to reproach pagans for having
sullied the altars of their gods with human blood; they would
have shuddered with horror and indignation at seeing the multi-
tudes of victims, members of a respectable Order, sacrificed by
the hatred and cupidity of Christian princes.

O Philip! O Clement! Enemies of mankind, slaughterers of
our brothers! You allowed yourselves to be led astray by vile, sordid
interest. To such unworthy sentiments did you sacrifice Knights who
were true friends of philosophy and who are remembered by the
whole world. You gave no thought to your last day, and that is the
solemn judge of our actions in life. Your subjects, Philip, waited
for you at the edge of your tomb in order to condemn you. Did you
not fear that the discovery of this truth would have closed the
door of your palace against you?
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Lo! The veil is rent, the judge has pronounced sentence, the
trumpets sound . . .. ..

THIRD JOURNEY

S. of S.—Sir Knight Grand Captain of the Guard, conduct the
candidate on his third journey.

(When the third journey is finished, the Sovereign of Sovereigns
is warned, and he continues:)

Continue your task, valiant Knight. Acknowledge Reason, the
sacred source of all virtues. Our heart belongs to it, our happiness
consists in obeying its Voice. It must last as long as we ourselves
do and should be dearer to us than life itself. It is only Reason and
not a blind creed which is the sponsor of our immortality. Neither
climate nor the accident of our birth can affect our immortality.
Blind disciple of a despotic education, do not follow as a slave
the impressions received in your childhood, when your soul was
still entirely passive and thought was not as yet born within you.
As soon as experience has shown you that in your reason you have
a clear-sighted arbiter, you should submit all your thoughts to its
scrutiny. We place before your eyes falsehood and truth in these
imperial scales. You must banish from your soul all false opinions,
for up to now your feelings and sentiments have only been the
effect of accident and habit. From now they will be judgments
founded upon and brought about by free and reasoned choice;
and thus Reason merits our highest homage. Its source is Truth; it
is an emanation from the universal light of the Supreme Being.
When He rewards the good and the just and punishes the wicked,
it is Reason which He crowns or avenges. Believe in immortality
to prove the reason of men; believe in immortality to achieve
true happiness and to despise death.

S. of S.—Sovereign Commander Grand Captain of the Guard,
conduct the Knight to a secret place where he may meditate
seriously on what he has just heard.

The candidate is led to the meditation room, where he is left
alone for a few minutes.
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Meanwhile, all the Knights who wore black cloaks in the
second apartment, dress as Knights Templar and proceed to the
third apartment where they take their places at the round table.

The Captain of the Guard goes to seeck the candidate and
lead him to the door of the Council, upon which he gives the
knock of a Kadosch. Entry is granted in the usual manner, the
statement being made that there is a Knight Templar who repeats
his request for admittance to the Sovereign Council of the Knights
of Christ.

When he has taken his place between the two Grand Lieuten-
ants General, the Master says:—

Q—Sir Knight, what reflections have risen in your mind after
what you have seen and heard in the encampment? (Afer
appropriate answer:)

Q—Sir Knight, are you still inspired by the same sentiments which
prompted you to request to be admitted amongst us?

A—Yes.

Q—Sir Knight, belonging to, and for some time past, an Order
which is just as old as it is holy, but which has been banned,
persecuted, hated and condemned, do you consent to receive the
final Seal of this association by becoming part of the reassembled
fragments of this illustrious Order?

A—Yes.

Q—XKhnight, are you sure that you are capable of following in the
footsteps of our unfortunate and celebrated ancestors, of suffer-
ing as they did for your country, your Sovereign, and your
brothers? (Appropriate reply.)

Q—Do you agree to contract and to sign by your own hand the
oath and obligation by which we must bind you to us?

I must warn you that this oath imposes rigorous duties towards
the State and towards the Order into which you are about to be
admitted; that it will impose great abnegation upon you; and
that you are doomed to death should you ever break this sacred
promise.
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I must also warn you that you must bring into our midst the
purest philosophical sentiments and that you must renounce all
religious supersitions. . . . ‘Give me your answer with all the
frankness and sincerity of a true knight. There is still time,
should you fear to bind yourself, to withdraw and to convey to
the ordinary world all that you have seen and heard, for we are
above all fear. Now speak! Do you wish to take the oath?

S. of S.—(If the reply is in the affirmative:) Sovereign Grand Com-
mander, Captain of the Guard, remove the veil which covers the
eyes of the new Knight and admit him to the presence of the
Council so that he may take the oath.

(The Knight is led to the Council table in the West, and there,
on bended knee and hand on sword, be takes the following oath.)

I oo (complete name) of my own free
will, in the presence of the Great Architect of the Universe, who
is not dead and never shall die, before the Council of the Sovereign
of Sovereigns and Grand Commanders, faithful guardians of the
sacred treasure, do hereby, under penalty of a secret death chosen
by me, solemnly swear and promise as a true Knight, and on my
most sacred honour, to fight alone or in company, to cross the
seas if necessary, to voyage to any place, however far, for the
accomplishment of any undertaking for which I may be appointed
by the great N. . .. ... , to observe the solemnity of his laws;
to protect all oppressed innocence, and to be faithful to the Imperial
Family to which I promise allegiance.

I vow hatred and vengeance to Philip the Fair and to all his
descendants, and also to Clement V who, prompted by greed and
hate, destroyed a military and religious Order. I swear and promise
protection, comradeship, and bospitality to all Knights admitted
into my sublime Order of Sovereign Commanders of the Temple,
and this to the limit of my means and ability. I swear and promise
never to confer my degree on any person whatsoever, unless I have
been duly empowered to do so by the Sovereign of Sovereigns or
by some other competent authority.
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I solemnly swear and promise to fully comply with the Statutes
of this degree which are now lying before me; to act in all Councils
and Consistories in a manner befitting this sublime degree. I
furthermore promise to meet every year the other Knights admitted
to this Order, in compliance with its regulations, and to exercise
all my activities in the duties which ensure justice and equity.

(Five times Amen)

(Once the oath is taken, the Grand Master advances to the
candidate, places his sword on his head, and gives thereon the
mysterious knocks of the degree, saying:)

S. of S.—To the glory of the Great Architect of the Universe and
under the auspices of the great N . . . . .. . , Grand Commander in
Chief, T receive and constitute you now and for always Knight
of the Order of the Temple, under the distinctive name of Order
of Christ.

(He makes the Knight-elect cross his bands on bis breast, and
places the helmet on bis head, saying:)

S. of S.—May this helmet remind you that you are destined to fight
for your Country and your brother Knights.

- (The Sovereign of Sovereigns buckles the Knight-elect's spurs
and says to him:)

S. of S.—I confer these spurs upon you so that they remind you
always to be ready at the first signal to defend your country and
your brother Knights.

(He dresses the Knight as a Knight Templar and with a sash
from which hangs a sword.)

S. of S.—This habit is the one which was worn by the founders
of our Order. It should be a constant reminder of your quality.
The Cross with which this surcoat and this sash are decorated is
the attribute of Knighthood and is the same as that which was the
distinctive sign of the Order of Templars. May its colour remind
you always that it was tinged with innoent blood, which it is
your duty to avenge with the sword.

(Handing to the Knight-elect the Grand Cross of the Order:)
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S. of S.—This Cross, which is that of the Commander, is the symbol

of the high dignity and power attached thereto. May you
never use it except for the greatest good of the Order into which
you have just been admitted.

(Attaching to bhis surcoat the small Cross of the Knights of
Christ:)

. of 8.—This smaller cross is also that of the Knights of Christ.

The white Latin Cross in the centre is the one which, as agreed
between King Denis of Portugal and John II, the successor of
Clement V, was added to the first Cross. Our Constitution de-
mands that you should always wear it attached to your button-
hole, that it should never leave you, and that on your death it
should be buried with you.

The arrow which it bears on the reverse is symbolical. It
denotes the swift flight of time, and it should also remind you
continually of the necessity for all of us to make the proper use
of time.

Since the Order into which you have just been admitted is the
result and the complement of all the degrees by which our an-
cestors had to ensure the protection of our proselytes, it also
has in the same way or other orders, secret means of recognition
which were extensively used by the members of the Order when
they found themselves among the Moors whom they had been
sent to fight. These secrets means became still more necessary
and useful when the Order was loosely extended to civilians in
Portugal, and so was given to men who did not appear to be
worthy of the trust and confidence of the members of our Order
who were true descendants of the Knights Templar, and who
had always maintained the primitive purity of the Order.

PENAL SIGN
The S... of ... the ..... G...... S......

ADVANCE
Nine steps and three genuflections
(Sign of the Good Shepherd)
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SIGNS
1st—Of command made with the index of the right hand.
2nd—Of repulsion—the sign of horror, drawing the right foot
to the rear.
3rd—Countersign, the Good Shepherd. Raise the eyes to heaven,
then lower them at the same time as the head with an air of
meekness and resignation.

GRIP OR TOKEN
With arms crossed one over the other, clasp each other’s hands.
SACRED WORD
Gloria in Excelsis (which our brothers sang amidst the flames)
PASSWORD
Obedience and submission to the Sovereign of Sovereigns.
KNOCK (Three times)

S. of S.—Now dearly beloved brothers, may I give you the Knight's
kiss. (The Knight is made to stand to order, to give the grip, and
the Sovereign of Sovereigns then kisses the Knight's brow, bis
mouth and his surcoat.)

Go now and carry this brotherly kiss to each of the Knights

of this Sovereign Council.
%ok Kk ¥
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INVESTITURE OF A KNIGHT
OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM

(from the authorities in the British Museam)

The Chaplain presents cross hilted sword to the Novice.

Grand Commander says—

1.

Receive the Holy Sword in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost. Gird thyself with the sword of
Christ and remember that it is not with the sword but with
faith that the Saints have conquered kingdoms.

Let the cross hilt remind you that your sword must always be
drawn in defense of the Holy Christian faith and that our Saviour
has said “Whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after
me cannot be my Disciple.”

Let the brilliance of the blade represent to thee the brightness
of faith, let its point signify hope and its hilt, Charity. (The
Commander strikes the Novice three blows on the shoulder with
bis drawn sword.)

Let this teach you patiently to suffer for Christ (striking him
@ blow over the left cheek.) Let this blow, the last indignity
you will have to undergo, remind you, that He when He was
reviled, reviled not again, and that when He was before Caiphas,
the High Priest, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus
with the palm of his hand.

Draw your sword and wipe the blade carefully (done). As
your have wiped away all the spots which might have dimmed
the lustre of that bright blade, so let your future life be pure
and undefiled for “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will
not impute Sin.”

The Spurs are then placed on the heels of the Novice. The

Spurs signify that as the Horse fears them when he swerves from
his duty, so shouldst thou fear to depart from thy faith or from
thy vows. ’

Let them also serve as a token that they must hereafter spurn

wealth at thy heels, for Christ has said that “a rich man shall
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hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Take a lighted taper from the S. in your left hand, (done)
which is to you a sign that it is your duty to enlighten others by
your exemplary conduct. “Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in
Heaven.”

Let the candidate kneel (done.) The Commander strikes the
Novice on the left shoulder with his drawn sword and says: By
virtue of the power entrusted to me by the ...... ‘v I dub
thee a Knight Hospitaller of the St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine,
Rhodes and Malta. Rise Sir Knight A.B. Be valiant, bold, and true.

The new Knight rises, the Chaplain places the Black Mantle
with the white eight-pointed Cross of the Order (or Cross of
Jerusalem) over the Knights shoulder.

G. C.—Wear this mantle adorned with the white ctoss in the name
of the Holy Trinity as a signal of purity, wear it also within thy
heart as well as outwardly and keep it without soil or stain.

The eight points of the Cross are to remind you of the eight

beatitudes mentioned in the fifth chapter of Matthew from the
3rd to the 10th verse inclusively, viz:
1. Spiritual joy; 2. To live without malice; 3. To weep over thy
sins; 4. To humble thyself to him who injures thee; 5. To love
justice; 6. To be merciful; 7. To be tender and pure of heart;
8. To suffer persecution.

In ancient times the Monks of this Religious Order took the
vows of Obedience, Chastity, and Poverty, but although these
vows are no longer required, St. Paul says: Obey them that have
rule over thee. And of Chastity he says: Now this is the will of
God even your sanctification that ye should abstain from fornica-
tion.

And our blessed Saviour says, concerning worldly possession:
It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of (Heaven) God.

‘G. C.—(Pointing to the standard) Behold the standard of our holy
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KNIGHT OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM

faith, shouldest thou ever desert it and fly when combating the
enemies of Jesus Christ, thou will be stripped of this Holy Sign
(the cross) according to the statutes of the Order for having
broken the vow thou hast taken and shall be cut off from our
body as an unsound member.

I tie this cord (cord of the mantle) about thy neck in pledge
of the servitude thou hast promised.

Transcribed March 13, 1865 by Alfred Creigh.
Copied from Creigh Notebook, Vol. II, pages 109-113
(Iowa No. 185), Copied Jan. 1, 1947—Ward K. St. Clair
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ORDER OF MALTA
RECEPTION OF A KNIGHT

(From Woodhouse, “Military Religious Ordets”, 1879)

The postulant presents himself with a lighted taper in his
hand and carrying his naked sword. After blessing the sword, the
priest returns it to him with these words: “Receive this sword in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,
Amen, and use it in thine own defence and that of the Church of
God, to the confusion of the enemies of Jesus Christ and of the
Christian faith, and take heed that no human frailty move thee to
strike any man with it unjustly.” Then he replaces it in the sheath,
the priest saying, as the Knight girds himself, “Gird thyself with
the sword of Jesus Christ, and remember that it is not with the
sword, but with faith that the saints have conquered kingdoms.”

The knight then once more drew his sword, and these words
were addressed to him: “Let the brilliancy of this sword represent
to thee the brightness of faith, let its point signify hope, and its
hilt charity. Use it for the Catholic faith, for justice, and for the
consolation of widows and orphans, for this is the true faith and
justification of a Christian knight.” Then he brandished it thrice
in the name of the Holy Trinity.

The brethren then proceed to give him his golden spurs,
saying, “Seest thou these spurs? They signify that as the horse
fears them when he swerves from his duty, so shouldst thou fear to
depart from thy post or from thy vows.”

Then the mantle was thrown over him, and they pointed to
the cross of eight points embroidered on the left side, and said:
“We wear this white cross as a sign of purity; wear it also within
thy heart as well as outwardly, and keep it without soil or stain.
The eight points are the signs of the eight beatitudes which thou
must ever preserve, viz: 1. Spiritual joy; 2. To live without malice;
3. To weep over thy sins; 4. To humble thyself to those who injure
thee; 5. To love justice; 6. To be merciful; 7. To be sincere and
pure of heart; 8. To suffer persecution.”

134



"

ORDER OF MALTA

Then he kisses the cross, and the mantle was fastened whilst
the ministering knight continued: “Take this cross and mantle in
the name of the Holy Trinity for the repose and salvation of
thy soul, the defense of the Catholic faith and the honour of our
Lord Jesus Christ. I place it on thy left side near thy heart that
thou mayest love it, and that thy right hand may defend it
charging thee never to abandon it, since it is the standard of our
holy faith. Shouldst thou ever desert thy standard, and fly when
combatting the enemies of Jesus Christ, thou wilt be stripped of
this holy sign, according to the statutes of the Order, as having
broken the vow thou hast taken, and shalt be cut off from our
body as an unsound member.”

On the mantle were embroidered all the instruments of the
Passion; each of them was pointed out to the newlymade knight,
with these words: “In order that thou mayest put all thy hope in
the Passion of Jesus Christ, behold the cord whereby He was
bound; see, too, His crown of thorns; this is the column to which
he was tied; this is the lance which pierced His side; this is the
sponge with which He was drenched with vinegar and gall; these
are the whips that scourged Him; this is the cross on which He
suffered. Receive therefore the yoke of the Lord, for it is easy and
light, and will give rest unto thy soul; and I tie this cord about
thy neck in pledge of the servitude thou hast promised. We offer
thee nothing but bread and water, and a simple habit and of little
worth. We give thee and thy parents and relations a share in the
good works performed by the Order, and by our brethren now and
hereafter throughout the world. Amen.”

He was then received with the kiss of peace.

R ERKEE R
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THE BROTHERHOOD OF

THE KNIGHTS OF THE TEMPLE

Copy of Ritual officially prepared for
“THE PRECEPTORY OF THE TEMPLE AT LONDON”
instituted 11th March, 1847, by Charter from
The Most Eminent and Reverend
His Grace George Duke of Atholl, K.T.
Grand Master of the Order of the Knights Templar in Scotland

It was not necessary for the members of this Preceptory to be
Freemasons. The Duke of Leeds, who was their Preceptor for
some years, was not a Master Mason. The Preceptory of the
Temple at London ceased to work about the year 1850. The
Minute Books are in the Library of the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

Preceptor—Stand Up, beloved Brethren, and pray God to send His
Holy Grace among us this day—
(Knights lay their swords at the foot of the Altar)

Chaplain—Deus in adjutorium meum intende, Domine, ad adjuo-
andum me festina—Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto Sicut
erat in in principio, et nunc et semper in saecula saeculorum.
Amen. Auetuia—

OREUMUS
Chaplain—Vista, quaesmus Domine Capitularem isteam et omnes
insidias inimici, abea longe repelle angeli tui sancti habitent in
ea qui nos in pace custodiant; et benedictio tua sit super nos
semper per eundem Dominum nostrum Jesum Christum qui tecum
vivat et regnat in unitate Spiritui Sancti Deus, per omnia saecula
saeculorum—Amen.
DOMINUS VOBISCUM
Et cum Spiritu tuo
Preceptor—Good and Noble Brethren. In the name of the Holy
and ever blessed Trinity, and by authority of the Grand Master, I
as Master of this Preceptory declare this Chapter duly consti-
tuted for the honor of the Temple and the advancement of the
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Glory of the Cross. Brethren resume your swords. Brethren be
seated.

CEREMONIAL FOR NOVICE

The Secretary or Chancellor then reads the Minutes. States
the Business etc. If there be any candidate the Secretary or Chan-
cellor says—Good and Noble Brethren, A. B. has presented a
petition to our Noble and Venerable Preceptor, craving ad-
mission into our Order, as Novice (Chaplain or Knight as the
case may be) accompanied by letter or credence and recommenda-
tion from the Venerable Brothers C. and D. and the same having
been duly considered by the Preceptor and the Officers of the
Preceptory, they are of the opinion that the Aspirant possesses
(or does not possess) the qualifications required by the Statutes
for admission into the Class of Novice (Knight Chaplain or
Serving Brother etc.) of our Religious and Military Order.

Preceptor—Good and Noble Brethren—We have with the assist-

ance of the Officers of the Preceptory, and in accordance with the
Statue in that case made and provided, duly enquired into the
character and station of the Aspirant and find him to be in pos-
session of the necessary qualifications for the Class of Novice and
Knight (Chaplain or Serving Brother) in our Religious and
Military Order.

Is it your pleasure that I should order him to be admitted to
our presence that we may interrogate him in open Chapter as to
his professions and motives in seeking enrollment into our Order?
I conjure you at the same time, that if you know ought objec-
tionable in the character of the Aspirant you will at once freely
state it, for it is better that this should be signified beforehand,
than after he is brought before us. Let me however recommend
candour to you while judging of a fellow Mortal like yourselves.
Are you willing that he should now be brought before us?
(They assent)

‘Then let him enter in God’s name. (Aspirant enters clothed in
ordinary costume of the day.)
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Preceptor—Sir, learning from the petition which has been on your
behalf presented, that it is your desire to be received into the
Brotherhood of the Temple, it is our duty to make you acquainted
with some of the Rules of our Order—These the Chancellor will
now read to you.

Chancellor—It hath been laid down, as a Rule of our Order by
Saint Bernard:

“If any knight out of the mass of perdition or any Secular
Man, wisheth to renounce the world, and to choose your life and
Communion, he shall not be immediately received but according to
the Saying of Paul "Prove the Spirits whether they be of God,” and
if so let him be admitted. Let the rule therefore be read in his
presence, and if he shall have undertaken diligently to obey the
precepts thereof, then if it pleaseth the Master and the Brothers
to receive him let the Brothers be called together, and let him
make known with sincerity of mind his desire and Petition unto
all. Then indeed, the term of probation should altogether rest in
the consideration and forethought of the Master according to the
honesty of life of the petitioner.”

Attend therefore to the following precepts—Love honor and
Fear God. Walk after his Commandments, maintain and defend
the Christian Faith. Be loyal to your Sovereign, dutiful to the
Grand Master, reverent and obedient to those who bear rule
over you. Serviceable to your Country, your Order and its in.
terests. Prefer honor to wealth. Be just and true in word and
deed. Cherish truth, virtue, honesty, and honor. Give no willing cause
of offence to any, but while opposing wrong and injustice deport
yourself courteously, gently and affably to all. Be of an open and
liberal heart and bounteous hand and especially devote yourself
to the service of the poor in Christ Jesus. Eschew all debasing
employment, recreation and company. Abhor pride and haughti-
ness and, waging war against the enemies of the Faith, raise the
fallen standard of chivalrous honor and strive for the welfare of
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KNIGHTS OF THE TEMPLE

your Brethren of Mankind, how much so ever self may suffer in the
contest.

Hear what Saint Bernard sayeth:

“Rule 71. Contentions, envyings, spite, murmurings, back-
biting, slander, we command you with Godly admonition to avoid—
and do ye flee therefrom, as from the plague. Let every one of
you therefore, dear Brothers, study with watchful mind, that he
do not secretly slander his Brother, nor accuse him, but let him
studiously ponder upon the saying of the Apostle, ‘Be not thou
an Accuser or a Whisperer among the People.” But when he
knoweth clearly that his Brother has offended, let him gently and
with Brotherly kindness reprove him in private according to the
commandment of the Lord, and if he will not hear him, let him
take to him another Brother, and if he shall take no heed of both,
let him be publicly reproved in the assembly before all. For they
have indeed much blindness, who take little pains to guard
against spite and thence become swallowed up in the ancient
wickedness of the Subtle Adversary.”

Hear also the further Rules, which he hath laid upon us.

“Rule 67. If any Brother shall transgress in speaking or
fighting or in any other light matter, let him voluntarily shew
his fault unto the Master by way of satisfaction. If there be no
customary punishment for light faults, let there be a light penance;
but if he, remaining silent, the fault should come to be known
through the medium of another, he must be subjected to a greater
and more severe discipline and correction. If indeed the offense
shall be grave, let him be withdrawn from the Companionship of
his Fellows, let him not eat with them at the same table, but take
his repast alone. The whole matter is left to the judgment and dis-
cretion of the Master, that his soul may be saved at the day of
Judgment.”

Preceptor—It behooveth me, holding the Mastery over the Soldiers
of the Temple, who here abide with me in this Preceptory to
enlighten you and make you to know that:
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“Rule 68. Above all things care must be taken that no Brother,
powerful or weak, strong or feeble, desitous of exalting him-
self, becoming proud by degrees, or defending his own fault re-
main unchastened.”

Chancellor—Saint Bernard hath further written:

"If he sheweth not a disposition to amend, let a stricter
system of correction be added, but if, by Godly admonition and
earnest reasoning, he will not be amended, but will go on more and
more lifting himself up with pride, then let him be cast out of
the Holy Flock in obedience to the Apostle “Take away Evil from
among you'. It is necessary that from the Society of the faithful
Brethten, the dying Sheep be removed, but let the Master who
ought to hold the Staff and the Rod in his hand, that is to say, the
Staff that he may support the infirmities of the weak, and the
rod that he may with the zeal of rectitude strike down the vices of
of delinquents. Let him study with the Counsel of the Patriarch
and with spiritual circumspection to act that as blessed Maximus
saith, “The Sinner be not encouraged by easy lenity nor hardened in
his iniquity by immoderate severity’.

Preceptor—Such are the Precepts of our Order—But as you may
not have known the rigorous maxims that govern us let me ask
you, if it is of your own free will you desire to enroll yourself
in our Ranks?

Aspirant—It is noble and venerable Preceptor.

Preceptor—Before interrogating further, the Mareschal shall lay
before you a short account of the nature and origin of our insti-
tution, that you may be clearly aware of the duties you are about
to undertake.

Mareschal—Two valiant Knights, Hugo de Payens and Godfrey
de St. Omer, seeing the dreadful miseries and cruelties inflicted
by the barbarian infidels upon the Christian Pilgrims while
traveling to the Holy Places, in Palestine, first conceived the
idea of forming a body which should give succour and shelter
to the wandering Christians. They were joined in their benevo-
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lent design by six other Knights of equal renown. These devoted
and disinterested Soldiers of the Cross vowed to dedicate them-
selves and their means to this holy, charitable and honorable
purpose. To bind themselves still more strongly to the per-
formance of his pledge, they took upon themselves the Monastic
Obligations of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience between the
hands of Guariment, Patriarch of Jerusalem. Such was the ori-
gin of the Order of the Temple in the year of our Lord 1118.
The Knights had quarters assigned to them adjoining the Tem-
ple of Jerusalem, from whence, as well as from the nature of
their profession, they took the name of Knights of the Temple.
For nine years did they with perservering ardour devote them-
selves to this noble cause, and such were their prowess and suc-
cess, that small though their numbers were, they frequently slew,
or put to flight whole hordes of attacking freebooters and infidels,
and the fame of their exploits resounded not only throughout
all Palestine, but throughout the whole of Christendom. Many
generous Pilgrims and Crusaders supplied them during that
period with means and with money, and Hugo Count de Provence
admiring their disinterested deeds desired to have his name
enrolled as the ninth Original Member of the Order. At length
by the aid of Baldwin the 2nd King of Jerusalem, they became,
not only a most efficient safeguard to the Christian Pilgrims, but
a most formidable bulwark against all foreign aggressors.

Preceptor—Having thus stated the origin and natute of the insti-

tution I shall proceed to interrogate you further.
Do you profess your belief in the Holy and Undivided Trinity?

Aspirant—I do.
Preceptor—Do you promise conformity to the Rules and Regula-

tions of the Order?

Aspirant—I do.
Preceptor—Have you made any simoniacal contract with a Templar

or any other, for entrance into our Order?

Aspirant—None, Venerable Preceptor.
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Preceptor—Beloved Sir, you are doubtless aware that before we
can receive you into our Order, you must go through a Noviciate,
and thereby become acquainted with our Rules, and the extent
of the obligations they impose, but we have it in our power to
abridge the term of this probation, you humbly secking it, and
we finding you worthy. Now Beloved Sir, look here on the Holy
Evangelists and the Word of God, and answer truly to what we
shall put to you.

Do you promise during the period of your Noviciate to act
in accordance with the Precepts which have been read to you,
to yield perfect obedience to the Grand Master and the Preceptor
and Chapter set over you, so far as the same shall be in accord-
ance with God's Holy Word, the laws of your Country and the
Statutes of our Order, and that you will not at any time com-
municate to those not Brethren of the Temple any of the trans-
actions of our Chapters or the Ceremonies of our Order, without
the express authority and sanction of the Grand Master and Coun-
cil duly and officially communicated to you?

Aspirant—Yea, Venerable Preceptor, with the help of God.

Preceptor—We now, therefore, receive you as a Novice of the
Order. If in that capacity, you acquit yourself in a manner cor-
responding with your professions and with our Rules, you may
in due time be created and consecrated a Knight of the Temple
(To Knight Attendant). Let the Novice be invested with the
habit of his degree and take the place amongst us appropriated
to the Novices.

(The Novice is then habited, and if his Creation as a Knight

is 10 be proceeded with, he is shortly afterwards removed)

CEREMONY FOR INITIATION AND CONSECRATION
AS A KNIGHT
Preceptor—Good and Noble Brethren, we have received a petition
from Novice A.B. praying that the term of his Noviciate may be
abridged and that he be permitted to make his profession as a
Knight of our Order. It it your pleasure that he be received?
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(On their assenting)

Preceptor—Beloved Brethren, ye see that the Knights are agreed
to abridge the term of the Noviciate, and to receive this man
as a Knight of our Order, but if there be any among you, who
knows anything of him, on account of which he cannot law-
fully become a professed Knight of the Soldiery of Christ, let
him say it. Are you willing that he be brought before us?

(On their assenting)

Preceptor—Then let him be brought in, in God’s Name.
(The Novice enters clothed as a Novice and falls on his knees
on a cushion and folding his arms on his breast says)
Novice—Noble and Venerable Preceptor, I am come before God
and before you and the Brethren, to pray and beseech you to
admit me into your Society, as one who will be all his life long,
the servant and slave of the Order.

Preceptor—You may rise.

Preceptor—Beloved Brother, have you well considered the duties
and self denial to which you desire to be called, for let me as-
sure you that you are desirous of a great matter. At present you
are as a Novice subject to the Knights, but in future you will
hardly be able to perform what you yourself wish, for it is a
hard matter for you, who are your own imaster to become the
servant of another. For when you wish to be on this side of the
sea, you may be sent to the other side, when you wish to sleep,
you may be ordered to watch, when you wish to eat, you may be
desired to fast. Have you well considered and advised with your-
self likewise, that having once with holy vows been received
among the Soldiery of Christ, 2 Brother of the Temple, it will
not be permitted you to retract the vows or to cease from ful-
filling the obligations which in this Chapter of the Temple you
shall solemnly take upon you before the assembled Brethren.

Chaplain—It was written by Alexander, Bishop, Servant of the
Servants of God, to Ado, in ancient times Master of this Religious
Chivalry of the Temple “Since your Sacred Institution and Re-
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ligious Chivalry have been established by divine providence, it
is not fit that you should enter into any other order with the
view of leading a more religious life, for God who is mutable
and eternal approveth not the inconstant heart; but wisheth
rather the good purpose, when once begun to be persevered into
the end of Life.”

“How many good and great persons have pleased the Lord
of an earthly empire under the military guide and habit. How
many distinguished men, gathered together in Arms have bravely
fought in these our times in the cause of the Gospel of God,
and defence of the laws of our Father, and consecrating their
hands in the blood of the unbelievers in the Lord, have, after
their pains and toil in this worlds warfare, obtained the reward
of everlasting life. Do you therefore, both Knights and Serving
Brethren assiduously pay attention to your profession, and in
accordance with the saying of the Apostle ‘Let each one of you
steadfastly remain in the Vocation to which you have been
called’. We therefore ordain that when your brethren have
once taken the vows and have been received in your Sacred Col-
lege and have taken upon themselves, your warfare and the
habit of your Religion, they shall no longer have the po