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The Fourteen Kali-s of
Samvartamandala



Of the myriad forms of Bhagavati Mahakali, twelve/thirteen
forms are discussed by various sampradayas of Trika Tantra.

Abhinavagupta discusses the system of Twelve Kali-s quoting
sardhasatika:
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dvadasaram mahacakram rasmirupam prakirtitam |
nama caiva pravaksyami rasminam tu yadasthitam ||
srstih sthitisca samharo raktakali tathaiva ca |
svakali yamakali ca mrtyukali tathaiva ca ||
rudraSca paramarkasca martandasca tatah parah |
kalagnirudrakali ca mahakalyabhidha punah ||

Based on this list, the Twelve Kali-s are:

Srstikall

Sthitikall

Samharakall

Raktakall

Svakali (Sukali )
Yamakall

Mrtyukall

Rudrakali (Bhadrakali )
9 Paramarkakall

10 Martandakali

11 Kalagnirudrakall

12 Mahakali (Parakalr, Mahakalakali, Kalakali )
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The thirteenth Kali is also listed in Tantraloka:
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mahabhairavasabdasca ghorasabdastatah parah |
candakali padam cante trayodasa udahrtah ||

Thus, the thirteenth kALl is HETHITHRITS B
(Mahabhairavaghoracandakali ).

The same list of thirteen is also discussed in Tantraraja
Bhattaraka:
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srstikall ca samhare srstau sa paramesvari |
sthitikali tatha ghora tatah samharakalika ||
raktakall carvayanti raktaughamavibhedatah |
sukali yamakali ca mrtyukali bhayavaha ||
bhadrakali tatha canya paramadityakalika |
martandakali kalagnirudrakalamaholbana ||
mahakalakule kali mahabhairavakalika |
trayodasSavidha kali vijneya namabhedatah ||

The dhyanas of the thirteen Kali-s presented below are from
various sources such as Kramasadbhava, PancasSatika,
Cidgaganacandrika, and Kramastotra.

1. Srstikali
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niliyate nilakulalaye ya
tam srstikalim satatam namami ||

mantrodaya vyomaripa vyomastha vyomavarjita |
sarva sarvavinirmukta visvasmin srstinasini ||

ya kala visvavibhava srstarthakaranaksama |
yadantah sSantimayati srstikaliti sa smrta ||

visvasamhrtipade layojjhite
lTyase yadi niramSatah Sive |
srstikalyasi yaya bahih pade
ksiptamamba jagadasu grhyase ||

2. Sthitikali
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vajidvayasvikrtavatacakra-
prakantasamghattagamagamastham |
Suciryayastam gamito.arcisa tam
santam namami sthitinasakalim ||

hasini paudgali yeyam balagrasatakalpana |
kalpate sarvadehastha sthitih sargasya karini ||
yadutpanna tu sa devi punastatraiva liyate |
tam viddhi devadevesSa sthitikalim mahesSvara ||



labdhamasyapavanam ca ya hrtam
vatacakramadhitasthusi Sive |
nirgamagamamahojjhitantara

tvam sthitam grasasi hi sthitambike ||

3. Samharakali
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unmanyanta nikhilarthagarbha
ya bhavasamharanimesameti |
sadodita satyudayaya sunyam
samharakalim muditam namami ||

candakali Ssuddhavarna yamrtagrasanodyata |
bhavabhavavinirmukta visvasamhararipini |
tatra sa yati vilayam sa ca samharakalika ||

atmabhavamakhilasya jagmusi
tvam Sive niravadhih sadodita |
bhavasamhrtinimesavigraha
samhrtam kalayasi hyanavrtih ||

4. Raktakali
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mahavinodarpitamatrcakra-

virendrakasrgrasapanasaktam |
raktikrtam ca pralayatyaye tam
namami visSvakrtiraktakalim ||

na caisa caksusa grahya na ca sarvendriyasthita |
nirguna nirahankara ranjayedvisvamandalam |
sa kala tu yadutpanna sa jneya raktakalika ||

5. Sukali
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dakala bhisana raudra kulakalinirakula |
alaksya laksyanirlaksya sukali nama siddhida ||

kalapavakamukham Sivantakam
viSsvamabdhipatitodabinduvat |
purnatam vahati yatra dipticit
ghasmari tvamiha sadhukalyasi ||

6. Yamakali
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sarvarthasankarsanasamyamasya
yamasya yanturjagato yamavya |
vapurmahagrasavilasaragat
sankarsayantim pranamami kalim ||

yamarupasvarupastha rupatitasvarupaga |
sa kala liyate yasyam yamakali tu sa smrta ||

etadamba sadidantu neti nah
Sankaya hrdi vikalpalaksanah |

yo yamah sa khalu kalyate tvaya
bhitasamyamanakelikovidah ||
amba karyakarane niyacchatah
purnacitpadamahotsavatvisah |
jrmbhitasya hrdaye svasankaya
tvam yamasya vapusasi bhisana ||
prana esa yamakala ucyate
madhyavahatanuragnimamba yah |



rudrametadupanoya kham param
tatra sargavimukham karosyasau ||

7. Mrtyukali

AHUEERHATH AT -
fawpgigd Tdqg: |
I ggrgwRYae i

T SdfcdggHray | |

AHAW FARMA Jepraraurfa= |
gIHIAG A I glafgusg aq |
dal 91 ggeralfd I3 fIRkgdryg ||

faaaRg@UIgmH
g gRINHfadggd |
JIGEH AT Ryl
JIEUgYY dargqy | |
[ayae oY qary+
B R RC A TSRS |
fIfgdagaagsgd
maafgasTsh i gdt | |

mametyahankarakalakalapa-
vispharaharsoddhata garvamrtyuh |
grasto yayaghasmarasamvidam tam
namamyakaloditamrtyukalim ||

omityesa kulesani mrtykalantapatini |
mrtyukalakala yasyah pravisedvigraham Sivam |
tada sa mrtyukaliti jneya girisutadhava ||

vittadaramukhabhogyagamini

ya mametyabhimatirmadoddhata |
yapyahankrtiranatmani sthita
mrtyuridpamubhayam tavasanam ||
viSsvamamba kuruse tavasanam
mrtyusecanamakhanditodaya



cidvikalpamayamantarudyamam
gamanahitajagatkramam ghnati ||

8. Rudrakali
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visvam mahakalpaviramakalpa-
bhavantabhimabhrukutibhramantya |
yasratyanantaprabhavarcisa tam
namami bhadram Subhabhadrakalim ||

idam sarvamasarvam yat samharantam tu nityasah |
kutileksanarekhantagrastamastamitam ca yat ||
tato bodharasavista spandamana nirakula |
didhitinam sahasram yadvamecca pibate bhrsam |
sa kala liyate yasyam rudrakaliti sa smrta ||



gamagamasugamyastha mahabodhavalokini |
mayamalavinirmukta vijnanamrtanandini ||
sarvalokasya kalyani rudra rudrasukhaprada |
yatraiva Ssamyati kala rudrakaliti sa smrta |
bhedasya dravanadbhadra bhadrasiddhikariti ya ||

sakramakramavimisrabhavata-
stvakramastritaya caruviksana |
turyarasmimanavikramaikabhu-
stvam kramatrigunabhimakalyasi ||

9. Paramarkakali
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astoditadvadasSabhanubhaji

yasyam gata bhargasikha Sikheva |
prasantadhamni dyutinasameti

tam naumyanantam paramarkakalim ||

ekakini caikavira sustdksma siksmavarjita |
paramatmapadavastha paraparasvarupini ||
sa kala pararlipena yatra samliyate Sivah |
sa kala paramarketi jneya bhasmangabhuisana ||

10. Martandakali
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martandamapitapatangacakram
patangavat kalakalendhanaya |
karoti ya visvarasantakam tam
martandakalim satatam pranaumi ||

Sabdabrahmapadatita sattrimsantanavantaga |
brahmandakhandaduttirna martandi martiravyaya |
sa kala liyate yasyam martandi kalikocyate ||

yo mrtandanibhamarthapaxcakam
praninah sphurati bhamayo ravih |
samhrtardhamanumantarahrtam
tam bahih srjati carthapaxcakam ||
samhrtordhvanikarastutavadhi
vyaktamandatanuramba bhaskaram |
kalalaksana kala pradiptaye

tvam hi visSvarasabhaksamasthita ||
bhutacakramadhukoSasambhrtam
tattadarthamadhu patumutsuka |
yanmaricivisayah sabhaskarah
tvadrucau Salabhavatpraliyate ||



11. Kalagnirudrakali
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kalakramakrantadinesSacakra-
krodikrtantagnikalapa ugrah |
kalagnirudro layameti yasyam
tam naumi kalanalarudrakalim ||

varada viSvaripa ca gunatita para kala |
aghosa sa svararava kalagnigrasanodyata ||
niramaya nirakara yasyam sa Samyati sphutam |
kalagnirudrakaliti sa jneya makhavandita ||

12. Kalakali
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naktam mahabhutalaye Smasane
dikkhecaricakraganena sakam |
kalim mahakalamalam grasantim
vande hyacintyamanilanalabham ||

rtojjvala mahadipta sturyakotisamaprabha |
kalakalankarahita kalasya kalanodyata |
yatra sa layamapnoti kalakaliti sa smrta ||

yah §masana iha bhutaghasmare
rajyate.amba karaviranamani |
grahakam grasasi tam Srutam maha-
kalamapyasuhutasadurgrahah ||

13. Mahabhairavacandograghorakali
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kramatrayatvastamaricicakra-
sancaracaturyaturiyasattam |
vande mahabhairavaghoracanda-
kalim kalakasasasankakantim ||

daSasaptavisargastha mahabhairavabhisana |
samharan bhairavan sarvan visvam ca surapdjita ||
santah Samyati yasyam ca sa syadbharitabhairavi |
mahabhairavacandograghorakall para ca sa ||

The fourteenth and the mysterious Kalasankarsini is described
thus:
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Srimatsadasivapade.api mahograkali
bhimotkatabhrukutiresyati bhangabhimih |
ityakalayya paramam sthitimetya kala-
sankarsinim bhagavatim hathato.adhitisthet ||

bhidtabhavibhavadarthagarbhitam
kalaghasmaramupasyate vapuh |
kalakarsini vahanti yoginah
krsnatah prabhrti visvarupatam ||

Kalasankarsini, the essence of the samvartamandala and of
kalikula, has been absorbed into Srividya as well. Parasurama
kalpasutra includes its own miniature form of Kalasankarsini
in raSmimala. Cidambara Tantra, mahalaksmTi ratnakosa,
paramananda tantra, badabanala tantra etc. include

1) inaya of Srividya
Facebook Twitter LinkedIn

As Kall is the Ultimate Power that manifests everything and is
the power of consciousness which is perfectly free and
accountable for every phenomenon, she is called
Vyomavamesvari. She is also called Kalasankarsini as she is
not limited by time (kala) and is identical to Bhasa
(encompassing srsti, sthiti, samhara and anakhya). She is also
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