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Series Editor's Preface

SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE launches Wisdom's scholarly series,
Studies in Indian and Tibetan Buddhism. This series was conceived
to provide a forum for publishing outstanding new contributions

to scholarship and also to make accessible seminal research not widely
known outside a narrow specialist audience. Wisdom also intends to in-
clude in the series appropriate monographs and collected articles trans-
lated from other languages. \

Much of the new scholarly research in Indian and Tibetan Buddhist
philosophy and practice is worthy of wider circulation among an intelli-
gent readership. Several outstanding dissertations are produced each year
at academic institutions throughout the world. Such significant contri-
butions are normally accessible only through University Microfilms or
through research journals that are scattered across the academic landscape.

It is heartening to the editors at Wisdom to see how much of the schol-
arship being produced today is the result of collaboration with scholars
belonging to the indigenous traditions of Tibet and the Indian subcon-
tinent. Wisdom Publications is certain that this approach has the great-
est possibilities for enriching both academic scholarship and Buddhist
practice. Increasingly, researchers must be able to work in a bewildering
variety of languages and disciplines in the humanities and social sciences.
What a visionary like the late Richard H. Robinson hoped to produce in
his Wisconsin curriculum were scholars able to work with living expo-
nents of the Asian traditions in their own languages. He also dreamt of
researchers who would be able to keep abreast of the advances in West-
ern thought. A scholar like Tillemans is a realization of Robinson's
dreams.

Tom Tillemans, the author whose work is presented here, is a scholar's
scholar. He is able to work in a vast variety of languages: all major West-
ern languages and Sanskrit, Tibetan, Chinese and Japanese. He is trained
in modern Western philosophy and can see how the traditions of East and
West interact.
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The eleven essays presented here were published over the period
1986—1999. They appeared in a number of journals or as contributions
to Festschriften. Tillemans has now arranged these essays into a unified
and compelling structure. One can now see clearly the underlying struc-
ture and understand the significance of Tillemans' contributions to Bud-
dhist logic, language and epistemology.

Tillemans' scholastic ancestry is rooted in the great names of Euro-
pean scholarship, such as F. I. Stcherbatsky, Eugene Obermiller and Erich
Frauwallner. Tillemans brings a sophisticated understanding of devel-
opments in Western logic and epistemology to the traditional scholar-
ship of Indian and Tibetan thinkers. He presents in these carefully
crafted pieces a clear delineation of the varying approaches of the Indie
masters and their Tibetan interpreters.

This is a fascinating work with which to begin the new series.

E. Gene Smith
August 1999
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Introduction

T HE PRESENT COLLECTION of essays spans a number of years of work
on various aspects of the philosophy known as "Buddhist logic"
or "Buddhist epistemology." This philosophy is generally taken to

have begun with Dignaga and Dharmaklrti in the sixth and seventh cen-
turies and to have flourished until the end of Buddhism in India in ap-
proximately the thirteenth century. It was taken up with great energy in
Tibet, especially from the eleventh century on, the time of the "second
propagation" (phyi dar) of Buddhism, and has remained an important el-
ement of Tibetan Buddhism up to the present day. It is what many people,
within or outside the Buddhist community, have considered to be the
most philosophical, and even the most critical, form of the Mahayana.

Curiously enough, although one speaks of a distinct and influential
philosophical school composed of the followers of Dignaga, it was one
that remained fundamentally nameless in Sanskrit. In Tibetan traditions,
however, the philosophy received the conventional designation, tshadma,
the Tibetan equivalent of the Sanskrit term pramdna, a term which in its
more ordinary sense means "measure" and which in its technical use
means "a means of valid cognition'V'a means of knowledge." It was in
part this Tibetan transformation of the Indian technical term pramana
into a name for a philosophy and discipline of study that led modern
writers to speak of "Buddhist logic" and "Buddhist epistemology" or
pramdnavdda. Indeed, the transition from the study of "means of valid
cognition" to "epistemology" is relatively natural; "logic," on the other
hand, seems to be better based on the term hetuvidyd/gtan tshigs rig pa,
the "science of reasons," which is one of the important subsidiary domains
in tshad ma studies. In any case, one should not be misled: these English
terms are no more than approximations for a multi-faceted system in
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which logical theory was a major element, but certainly not the only
one. There is no reason to think that this school's elaborate debates on
particulars, universals, mind, matter, idealism and realism were some-
how more logical or epistemological than metaphysical, or that the ar-
guments concerning the virtues of the Buddha, his omniscience and
compassion were any less religious or scholastic than they would seem
to be.

If one looks at the present collection of essays, it is quite apparent that
"Buddhist logicians" did much more than what we might call "logic"
and "epistemology," even in loose uses of those terms. Indeed they very
actively pursued the doctrinal and religious aspects of Buddhism, so
much so that many Indians and Tibetans, and indeed some modern
writers too, would depict the religious as the primary aim of this phi-
losophy. How did these Buddhist philosophers see themselves as doing
something unified and coherent? Given that inference and perception
(the two "means of valid cognition") would seem to concern rationally
decidable matters, how can the apparently non-rational elements be-
longing to the religious side of Buddhist philosophy be coherently ac-
commodated in this system?

The first section of this collection of essays (i.e., "Scripturally Based
Argumentation") consists of three pieces in which I tried to grapple with
the Buddhist logicians' stance on religion and rationality. The striking
feature of the Dharrnaklrtian school is that it holds that religious doc-
trine can be justified and can be argued for, and with extremely restricted
tools, i.e., perception and inference. Yet if religious matters can be ar-
gued for in this way, did the Dharmaklrtian school adopt the conserv-
ative view that religious reasoning is just as objective and certain as rea-
soning about uncontroversial, non-religious matters (like smoky hills
having fires)? These are the concerns of the first two essays, i.e., "Dhar-
makirti, Aiyadeva and Dharmapala on Scriptural Authority" and "How
Much of a Proof is Scripturally Based Inference?" The third essay in
this section is somewhat more historical in orientation. Dharmakirti
recognizes that much religious argumentation demands allegiance to a
school and to a body of texts, but nonetheless maintains that the ordi-
nary, or unexceptional, uses of logical argumentation should have com-
plete independence from such doctrinal affiliations. This extremely rad-
ical view on scripture has as its consequence that when one is arguing
about most empirical or even metaphysical matters, conformity with
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the propositions found in the scriptures of a school is virtually irrelevant.
The problem that "Pre-Dharmaklrti Commentators on the Definition
of a Thesis" seeks to solve is "Who first came up with this position?" Was
it already in Dignaga? If not, how did Dharmakirti come to hold it?

The second section (i.e., "Logic") is the largest and probably most
technical part of this collection, dealing in one way or another with
questions of implication, negation, valid reasons and the so-called Bud-
dhist syllogisms—in short, the type of topics that a Westerner would as-
sociate, in part at least, with the idea of logic. It should be obvious that
no one in the Indian and Tibetan schools could be said to have been do-
ing formal logic. Nevertheless, it is so that these philosophers were aware
of questions of logical form, although often inextricably combining
questions such as "What is logical implication?" with what might seem
to be extra-logical considerations. The first essay in this section, "Pardrthd-
numdndy Theses and Syllogisms," looks at the so-called "Buddhist syl-
logism," and more generally the idea of proof (sddhana). The second,
"On Sapaksa" examines the notion of a logical reason and the role of
examples in argumentation in Dharmaklrtian and Tibetan logics, fo-
cusing on the Buddhist position that certain types of seemingly sound
arguments are nevertheless to be rejected because examples cannot be
given. The next essay, "Formal and Semantic Aspects of Tibetan Bud-
dhist Debate Logic," investigates the logical structures and semantic no-
tions in Tibetan bsdus grwa, a system which is considered by its expo-
nents to be a faithful continuation of Dharmakirti, and yet which is
also, in many ways, quite remarkably original. "Dharmakirti and Ti-
betans on Adrsydnupalabdhihetu then takes up Indian and Tibetan ways
to argue for nonexistence, while "What is the Svadharmin in Buddhist
Logic?" examines the problems that arise when the subject of an argu-
ment is itself nonexistent. The section ends with an article translated from
French on the general problem as to whether Buddhists somehow rea-
son in a fundamentally different or even incompatible manner from the
classical logic that one finds in typical Western works on formal logic.

The third section (i.e., "Philosophy of Language") takes up aspects
of the Buddhist semantic theory known as apoha ("exclusion"), the fun-
damental idea being that abstract entities such as universals, concepts
and meanings can be analyzed away in terms of double negations (sup-
plemented, at least for Dharmakirti, by a purely causal account as to how
we make judgements of similarity). In its Indian forms, apoha yields
and reinforces a type of nominalism where the real is the particular.
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(Note that "nominalism" is used here in the modern sense as found in
Nelson Goodman and W.V. Quine, where the essential requirement is
that what exists must be particular; nominalism need not be, and indeed
is not for the Buddhists, a philosophy where universals are just mere
words alone, or flatus vocis) The peculiarly Buddhist contribution is
that abstract entities are not just dismissed, but accountedjo< as mere ab-
sences of difference and are hence unreal, just as are all other absences
for Buddhists.1 The first essay in this section, "On the So-called Diffi-
cult Point of the Apoha Theory," looks at ontological matters and shows
that the nominalistic rejection of real universals was considerably modi-
fied by certain Tibetan schools who reintroduced a type of realism in the
garb of a system as much inspired by bsdusgnva as by Dharmakirti. The
second essay, written with Donald S. Lopez, Jr., consists in a translation
of a Tibetan text that applies the theory of apoha to account for what it
is one talks about when discussing nonexistent pseudo-entities. The un-
derlying problem which Indian and Tibetan Buddhists took up is not
unlike that which inspired the philosophy of language of Meinong and
provoked the reaction that one finds in Bertrand Russell's Theory of
Descriptions and later in W.V. Quine's celebrated essay "On What
There Is."

The papers presented here are intended to be, broadly speaking, his-
torical, though it is obvious that the conceptual tools employed are of-
ten those of contemporary Anglo-American analytic philosophy. It is
equally obvious that the history I am pursuing is the history of a phi-
losophy, and as such it should not be surprising that what counts most
in this aim are texts and philosophical analyses of them. One of the
main reasons why the history of logic in the West has become so well
developed and interesting is that historico-philological competence in
textual studies has been combined with philosophical sensitivity. There
is no reason why such a combined approach should not yield results in
an Indo-Tibetan context too. Indeed, in order to disentangle what a
Dharmaklrtian or a Tibetan text could be saying it is necessary not just to
adopt a Principle of Charity, but also to formulate a number of alter-
natives in terms more precise than the text itself and, if need be, using
alien philosophical or logical notions. Being faithful to an historical au-
thor does not demand that one keep the possible interpretations couched
in the same problematic or obscure language that is the author's. This
type of "faithfulness" is the misguided rationale for translations that
read like "Buddhist Hybrid English."2 More generally, such a method-
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ology seems to rest on a fallacy of imitative form,3 i.e., that talk about
something obscure, mysterious, funny, boring, etc., should itself have
the same stylistic characteristics as what is being talked about. Using
philosophical tools is not, however, an attempt at appropriating Dhar-
maklrti so that he might somehow become relevant to a contemporary
Buddhist philosophy. Perhaps a contemporary "Buddhist theology" us-
ing selective doses of Dharmakirti is possible, but, even it it is not, the
absence of blueprints for the present doesn't detract from Dharmaklrti's
importance, just as it doesn't detract from that of Plato, Leibniz or Spin-
oza to whose systems virtually no one subscribes now. Indeed, I would
think that Dharmaklrti's system, if better available, would receive a
mixed response today; its reductionism, its strict mind-body dualism,
and its highly fragmented ontology of partless atoms and instants might
well be quite difficult to aipcept for the many Buddhists who are seek-
ing a more holistic, integrated vision of the world.

A feature of these papers is that they regularly zigzag between Indian
and Tibetan contexts. Almost needless to say, this does not mean that
we take as given that Tibetan Buddhist traditions are identical with their
Indian counterparts. Tibet as being the faithful prolongation or even du-
plication of India has been a seductive idea, even one which motivated
people to do valuable work on Tibet, but it is one whose time is now
definitely past. The course that we have taken between Tibet and Dhar-
makirti may often be different from that of Tibetans themselves, as is
our sense of what is the Indian debate and what is a Tibetan develop-
ment. But then there is no easy recipe for pursuing an Indo-Tibetan
approach, nor are there any shortcuts enabling us to avoid reading both
languages and both sets of texts. What makes the effort worthwhile is
that history may perhaps be seen in a binocular fashion, in stereo vision,
thus lending further depth to our understanding of these texts.

Publishing a collection of this sort allows me to nuance a few things
and speculate on some future directions to be pursued. One particularly
interesting area for reflection is the question of pragmatism in Dhar-
makirti, and more generally the theories of truth and justification im-
plicit in his system. Another is the problem of vydpti (the implication
between the reason and what is to be proved), what it is for Indians and
what it is for Tibetans. Finally, the question of whether Buddhists ever
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use a logic different from the usual classical variety is not easily put aside.
As it was practically impossible to incorporate these discussions into the
articles themselves, let me use the remainder of this introduction to
sketch out some of the broad outlines of how these philosophical themes
appear to me now.

Pragmatism

First of all, it has sometimes been suggested that Dharmaklrti has some
type of a. pragmatic theory of truth, especially because the reliability
(avisamvddakatva) of a means of valid cognition (pramdna) consists in
there being "confirmation of practical efficacy" (arthakriydsthiti)* To
take one of the most common versions of a pragmatic theory of truth,
as found in William James, a belief is true for people if and only if it is
in the long run most useful for them to accept it.5 Now, irrespective of
how we translate the term arthakriyd, i.e., "efficacious action," "practi-
cal efficacy," "goal accomplishment," etc., there is no reason to believe
that Jamesian pragmatism or anything much like it is Dharmaklrti's
theory oi truth, certainly not when it comes to the usual examples of
pramdnas, i.e., direct perception (pratyaksa) of things like vases, and in-
ference (anumdna) such as that there is fire on a hill because there is
smoke. The point for Dharmaklrti, following Devendrabuddhi and
Sakyabuddhi, is that an awareness can jpe asserted to be a pramdna be-
cause of a confirmation—this "confirmation" (sthiti) is glossed by
Sakyabuddhi as being an "understanding" (nogs pa)—which in typical
cases is subsequent to the initial awareness. In other words, we can ration-
ally say that we genuinely saw a vase, and not some vase-like illusion,
because after the initial perception we came to perceptually confirm that
this seeming vase really does permit us to carry water as we expected and
wished. Equally, although initially we might have suspected that what
we saw was not actually fire, subsequently we were able to infer that it
was indeed fire, because there was smoke. While most initial sights and
other sense perceptions are to be confirmed by subsequent perceptions
or inferences, an inference itself is something of an exception: it is said
to be confirmed simultaneously and needs no subsequent understand-
ing—the point turns on the idea of inference having svatahprdmdnyam
or "intrinsically being a means of valid cognition." Be that as it may,
what is important for us to note in the present discussion is that one
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understanding is being confirmed by another or in certain special cases
by itself. There is nothing at all here in Dharmakirti, Devendrabuddhi
or Sakyabuddhi6 which suggests a Jamesian account along the lines of
"the understanding/belief/statement that there is a vase/fire over there
is true for us because it is in the long run most useful for us to believe
that there is a vase/fire over there."

Nor for that matter is there very much which would suggest a "prag-
maticist" theory like that of C.S. Peirce, who held that "the opinion
which is fated to be ultimately agreed to by all who investigate is what
we mean by truth."7 The major similarity between these two philoso-
phers is, as far as I can see, their common commitment to the impor-
tance of results and to there being an objectively right version of what
there is. However, the idea of truth as an ideal rational assertibility is
neither asserted nor rejected by Dharmakirti: what we regularly find for
him is that existent things are those that are actually established by a
means of valid cognition (pramdnasiddha). Peirce's theory is not that
truths consist of opinions that are now established, but that they are the
limits to which people's informed opinions will or should converge, i.e.,
the destined upshot of inquiry.8 Indeed, his theory defines truth in terms
of a consensus which may well never actually be realized (as Peirce him-
self recognized); this all-important reference to an ideal consensus that
may even be just a regulative principle is what is absent in Dharmakirti.
In any case, in what follows I will mean by "pragmatism" and "pragmatic
theories" essentially the Jamesian version.

In fact we can go further on the question of truth and arthakriyd:
arthakriydsthiti does not, I think, set forth a theory of truth at all. Let
us speak of a truth theory as one which gives a definition of truth, i.e.,
the necessary and sufficient conditions for statements or understand-
ings to be true, while a justification theory will provide us with the prop-
erties that allow us to reasonably determine that a statement or under-
standing is true and satisfies the definition. Looked at in that light,
arthakriydsthiti, especially as it is explained by Devendrabuddhi and
Sakyabuddhi, is best taken as part of Dharmakirti's justification theory.
Dharmakirti is giving a procedure for truth testing, typically a kind of
verification principle along commonsense lines: "Look and see or ana-
lyze logically whether the object actually behaves as you think it does,
and if it does, you can be confident that you were right in your initial
understanding." In short, he is telling us when and how we can be con-
fident that our understandings are true, but not what truth is.
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What then is Dharmakirti's theory of truth and is there any role to
be found for pragmatism in his system? It is not clear to me that Dhar-
maklrti explicitly gives a generalized theory of truth anywhere, although
if we cobble one together in keeping with his system it is probably best
viewed as turning on stronger and weaker forms of a correspondence
theory. To see this better let us briefly look at how Shoryu Katsura de-
picted truth for Dharmaklrti. Katsura cited what he termed "the time-
honored definition of error in India", i.e., "that which grasps xas non-x,"
as evidence that Dharmakirti "believes in some kind of real 'correspon-
dence' between perception and its object, namely, resemblance of the
image."9 He then remarked that this definition of error is used by Dhar-
maklrti to classify inference as erroneous:

In other words, inference takes a universal as its immediate
object and possesses a partial and generalized picture of the
object rather than the true representation of it. There is no real
correspondence between inference and its real object [i.e., the
real particular in the world], but merely an indirect causal re-
lationship. In short, inference grasps the object through its
universal characteristic. Therefore, Dharmaklrti considers in-
ference to be erroneous.10

On Katsura's interpretation of Dharmakirti, while inference is erroneous
(bhrdnta) in that it does not correspond to reality, it is nonetheless true
"from a pragmatic point of view," in that it "can lead to the fulfillment
of a human purpose."11

What Katsura has rightly focussed upon in speaking of perception as
being "non-erroneous" (abhrdnta) and corresponding to its object is the
well known principle in Buddhist logic that perception has a certain re-
semblance with its objects, because it sees only particulars, undifferen-
tiated into substances, qualities, actions, etc., and in reality it is only the
undifferentiated particular (svalaksana) entity which exists. The other
side of the coin for the Buddhist is that these fundamental distinctions
between separate substances, universals, etc., are only invented by the
conceptual mind and hence are not mirrored by the facts. There is there-
fore, in an important sense, no resemblance between how things are
conceivedhy inferential cognition and how they are.12 While it is thus
undoubtedly right to say that for Dharmakirti inference is bhrdnta in a
way in which perception is not, I don't think that it follows that the
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implicit truth theory in Dharmaklrti's account of inferential under-
standing must be a type of pragmatism, rather than correspondence.
We can untangle this problem by distinguishing two senses of corre-
spondence, and when they are distinguished there will be no need to in-
troduce a pragmatic theory of truth.

A contemporary analytic philosophy textbook surveying truth theories
distinguishes between two varieties of correspondence: "correspondence
as congruence" and "correspondence as correlation."13 Both types are
correspondence theories in that a certain fact must exist if the relevant
proposition, statement or belief is to be true. The first type, congru-
ence, involves an added condition, viz., that there be a structural iso-
morphism, a type of mirroring relation between the truth-bearer and a
fact. (Thus, for example, subject-predicate structures in thought and
language might or might pot be congruent—depending upon one's
metaphysics—with facts composed of real substances and universals.)
The second type, i.e., correlation, is a weaker type of correspondence,
where there is no such isomorphism, but where it suffices that the fact
exist for the statement or understanding to be true. Now, if we accept
that for Dharmakirti there is correspondence involved in perception, as
I think we should, then it is the strong kind, congruence, i.e., the un-
differentiated perception is congruent with the undifferendated partic-
ulars. For inferences, however, although there is no structural mirror-
ing, there is a causal relation that does link the understanding, or truth-
bearer, to a fact, or more exactly to the particular real entities. When we
come to understand a subject-attribute proposition like "sound is im-
permanent," there is, for Dharmakirti, no separate substance, sound, in
which the universal, impermanence, inheres. There are, however, im-
permanent sounds, which are the real particulars to which the under-
standing is linked and which must exist if the latter is to be true.
Granted, impermanent sounds, hills on which there is smoke, etc., are
not in themselves strictly speaking what we might term facts or states of
affairs, but the transition to facts like "sound's being impermanent"
or the "hill's having smoke" is relatively easily made. For inference and
conceptual thought, then, we still have a weak form of a correspondence
theory, like in many respects the correspondence theory that was advo-
cated by J.L. Austin in the 195O's or, interestingly enough, like the the-
ory of the great English idealist, J.M.E. McTaggart, who specifically
rejected a "copy theory of truth" but nonetheless maintained corres-
pondence.14
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What is seductive is to take Dharmakirti's contrast between bhrdnta
and abhrdnta as also being his explicit formulation of a theory of truth,
or his theory of "truth from an epistemological point of view," and to
somehow identify this and this alone with correspondence.15 The prob-
lem then arises, however, as to how to classify inferential understand-
ing, which is bhrdnta and thus would not seem to be true in the sense
of correspondence. Hence, we are stuck with an equivocal Dharmakir-
tian theoiy of truth: correspondence for perception and pragmatism for
inference, I think that the root of the problem lies in looking for a pan-
Indian, and hence Dharmaklrtian, theory of truth in the pair of terms
bhrdnta-abhrdnta: for Buddhist logic, at least, we would come up with
a more elegant, univocal result by analyzing the notion of truth implicit
in the concept otprdmdnya, "being a means of valid cognition." In short,
we might do better to try to find a unified idea of truth which allows
Dharmakirti to say univocally that both inference and perception are
pramdna. That minimalist single notion of truth which Dharmakirti
actually seems to apply in common to both inference and perception is
as likely to be correspondence as correlation.16

The reason a Jamesian "pragmatic truth" theory should be ruled out
as applying to Dharmakirtian inferences is that it does not require that
a certain fact or certain objects must obtain for an understanding/state-
ment in question to be true: on a pragmatic theory, no matter how
much we talk about "long term utility," it remains logically possible
that a belief be useful, but that there isino such fact. Now contrast this
with Dharmakirti's system. It is a cardinal element in Dharmakirti's ac-
count of how the usual type of smoke-fire inference works that the par-
ticular entities to which it is causally related must exist: if there wasn't
actually any fire on the hill, the inferential understanding would not
make us obtain (prdpaka) the object in question and hence could not
be a pramdna. The upshot is that inference does satisfy the condition for
the weaker version of the correspondence theory, correlation, because
the entities in question must exist for the understanding to be true.

Alas, the terms, bhrdnta and abhrdnta, are not naturally translated as
"incongruent" and "congruent," but rather as "erroneous" and "non-
erroneous." Still, if we are looking for notions close to congruence, these
are the likely candidates. In "On the So-called Difficult Point of the Apoha
Theory," I opted for the usual translation and hence had to put up with
the usual infelicities of expression. If we see the bhrdnta-abhrdnta con-
trast as pertaining to congruence, however, it becomes possible to say,
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in keeping with Dharmakirti, that certain understandings, like infer-
ences, are incongruent, i.e., bhrdnta, but are nonetheless true (because
they are pramdnas). The gain in clarity is substantial. I'm afraid that the
alternative where one says that inference is erroneous but also true is, for
the uninitiated at least, bordering on incomprehensibility. At any rate,
it makes Dharmakirti look quite exotic, whereas if the point is one of
incongruence being compatible with truth, Dharmakirti ends up hold-
ing a subtle and defendable position.

The last thing to say on this score is that scriptural inference is un-
deniably something of a special case. In "How Much of a Proof is Scrip-
turally Based Inference?" I argued that this type of (quasi-)inference is
the only sort where some forms of pragmatism do seem to be involved,
precisely because it bears upon facts to which we have no access other
than testimony in scripture. (Indeed, because it is not connected with
facts for us, Dharmakirti explicitly denies that it is a real full-fledged in-
ference.) Is this where we would find a pragmatic theory of truth? No,
I don't think so. A pragmatic theory of truth is an instrumentalist truth
theory, i.e., it allows as possible that statements and beliefs may be true
just because they are maximally useful, but without any fact or real en-
tities corresponding to them. There is no evidence to me that Dhar-
makirti would want to say that the existence of the supersensible facts
spoken about in scripture is somehow not needed, or that it is irrelevant
to the truth of the scriptural proposition, or that what constitutes the
truth of beliefs on such matters is just long term maximal utility. What
is more likely is that we have here a pragmatic theory of justification,
showing how people of limited understanding can and should determine
when it is appropriate for them to believe in things like the details of the
law of karma, things which they fundamentally cannot understand on
their own and without scripture. In other words, if we wish to pursue
spiritual "goals of man" (purwdrtha), we have no other criterion for test-
ing scriptural statements on supersensible matters and justifying our be-
lief in them apart from the vital beneficial consequences that believing
in such things will have for our spiritual progress. This is part of what is
involved in Dharmakirti's well-known formula that we rely on scripture
"because there is no other way" (agatyd): our limited understanding can-
not have access directly or inferentially to the facts. Nonetheless, noth-
ing in that discussion implies that there is no fact to the matter or need
not be any fact for scriptural statements to be true. Someone like the
Buddha or a yogin with perception of the supersensible would not be in
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our benighted situation and would not be condemned to the pragmatic
justification and the fallible, approximative understanding that is our lot
in these matters.

Vyapti

Turning now to vydptiy the question as to how one formulates this im-
plication between terms has provoked considerable debate in current
work on Buddhist logic, as has the question of how we are to understand
the so-called "natural relation" (svabhdvapratibandha) underlying vyapti.
I think that what happened historically in the indigenous Tibetan lit-
erature is instructive: that is, the system changes when we make a clear
separation between the question of what vyapti is and the question of
when we have grounds enabling us to say reasonably that it is present.
The two problems, as I tried to show in "Formal and Semantic Aspects
of Tibetan Buddhist Debate Logic" are indeed by and large separated
by Tibetan writers, who have a consistently applied account as to what
vydptiis (i.e., absence of a counterexample or ma khyabpa'i mu) and an-
other account as to when we can be confident that vyapti is there (i.e.,
when we understand, on the basis of an example, that there is a relation
between the reason and the property being proved.) This constitutes a
significant difference in approach from Dharmakirti and the post-Dhar-
makirti Indian schools in that the purely logical problem of saying what
vyapti is is separated from the very difficult epistemological enterprise
of providing a procedure to ascertain that there is a relation guarantee-
ing the absence of a counterexample.17

Some writers, such as Bimal Krishna Matilal, have argued that it is a
distinctive feature of Indian logic not to separate logical, epistemologi-
cal and psychological issues.18 That is, I now think, true. Let us briefly
look at some of the details of Matilal's position, in particular the indis-
pensable role of the example. Matilal argues that a multi-faceted ap-
proach combining logic with extra-logical matters is evident in the In-
dian position that vyapti be not just a universally quantified statement
but one which is exemplified, as in:

(1) Whatever is produced is impermanent, like a vase.

Although the first part of the statement of the vyapti \s^ according to



INTRODUCTION 13

Matilal, translatable into first order logic as a statement of the form "For
all x: if x is .Fthen x is G" the example serves to guarantee that we are
not arguing about uninstantiated empty statements and that vydpti will
always have existential commitment. And that is one of the major reasons
why, for Matilal, Indian logic is not like a formal logic: a universal pre-
mise in a syllogism-like formal structure would have no need for an
example at all.19

I think that Matilal was indeed onto something here about the In-
dian context and that it is important to get clear what is right about this
characterization to be able to see what happened when we get to Tibet,
where this characterization does not apply. Now, first of all, it is not fully
accurate to say that a genuine example (drstdnta) different from the sub-
ject (dharmin, paksa) is always necessary: as is well known, the "advo-
cates of intrinsic implication!1 (antarvyaptivddin) did not think examples
were necessary for "the intelligent," and in fact there is an intriguing pas-
sage in Dharmakirti's Pramdnavarttika which indicates that he himself
held a type of proto-Antarvyaptivada.20 Nonetheless, even for an An-
tarvyaptivadin, the vydpti will not be uninstantiated, as it will be in-
stantiated by the subject of the reasoning. More seriously, there are real
problems in saying that the first part of the vydpti statement is translat-
able into a quantified conditional of the usual sort that one finds in first
order logic. In first order logic the "for all xn will range only over existent
things, whereas it can be rather quickly shown that if we are to intro-
duce quantification to account for the vydpti statements in certain In-
dian Buddhist discussions, the quantifier "for all x" must range over
both existent and nonexistent things. We see quite clearly in the Bud-
dhist logicians' use of inferences like the so-called bddhakaprarndna
(based on Dharmakirti's Vddanydya) that the example can be a nonex-
istent thing, like a rabbit's horn or a flower in the sky, and that the scope
of the vydpti must therefore range over nonexistents as well as existents.
Nor is it particularly infrequent or revolutionary for Buddhists to give
such nonexistent items as examples—Bhavaviveka, who was well before
Dharmakirti, used the example of the sky-flower in Madhyamakahrdaya
and Tarkajvdld too and even Dignaga used the example "space" (dkdsa)
in his Hetucakra, an example which is not actually existent for a Bud-
dhist.21 It we wish to formalize vydpti statements into first order logic,
we probably need quantifiers which range over actual and non-actual
items, such as in the logic developed in Richard Routley's (i.e., Richard
Sylvan's) article entitled "Some Things do not Exist."22 And in that case,
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it cannot be maintained that the use of the example is to guarantee
genuine existential commitment, for in many cases the example itself is
not something real at all.

While we cannot maintain that vydpti statements in Indian Buddhist
logic must actually have existential import or commitment, we can agree
with Matilal in maintaining that the antecedent and consequent terms
in vydpti—i.e., the vydpya ("pervaded") and the vydpaka ("pervader")—
do have to be instantiated. But this instantiation or exemplification can
even be by utterly nonexistent items. Take the so-called sddhyaviparyaye
bddhakdnumdna, or the "inference which invalidates [the presence of the
reason] In the opposite of the [property] to be proved" to which we al-
luded above: "The permanent/non-momentary does not exist, because
it does not have any efficacy successively or all at once, like a rabbit's
horn or flower in the sky." This inference is usually given in something
like the following way:

(2) Whatever does not have a successive or simultaneous
[production of effects], is not capable of effective action
[i.e., does not exist], like a rabbit's horn. That which is
non-momentary does not have a successive or simulta-
neous [production of effects].23

This bddhaka-inference is thus used to establish that existence is ab-
sent amongst non-momentary things, or in other words that whatever
is non-momentary/permanent does not exist, which is clearly the con-
traposition of the fundamental principle that whatever exists is momen-
tary. The vydpti statement here is:

(3) Whatever does not have a successive or simultaneous
[production of effects], is not capable of effective action
[i.e., does not exist], like a rabbit's horn.

Putting the first part of (3), without the example, into its formal para-
phrase yields:

(4) For all x, if x does not produce effects successively or
simultaneously, then x does not exist.

The quantification in this conditional must range over existent as well
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as nonexistent things. To complete the paraphrase, a statement that the
rabbit's horn does not produce effects and does not exist would have to
be conjoined to (4). This example statement would then imply:

(5) For some (existent or nonexistent) x, x does not pro-
duce effects successively or simultaneously and x does
not exist.

In short, the example statement, "like a rabbit's horn," has the effect of
showing that both the antecedent and consequent terms in (4) are not
empty. It is not guaranteeing genuine existential commitment) but it is
guaranteeing that the vydpya and vydpaka must have instances.

Now, what seems to have happened in the case of Tibetan bsdus grwa
logic is that the Indian requirement that the vydpya and vydpaka be
somehow instantiated (either by an example or at least by the subject)
was simply dropped. True, the example is cited on occasion, by and
large out of deference to the fact that the reasoning in question has been
borrowed from an Indian text. Equally, the theoretical discussion about
examples being needed is there in the Tibetan texts,24 perhaps essen-
tially because it is there in their Indian ancestors. However, in the vast
majority of statements of vydpti in bsdus grwa logic texts or in the nu-
merous texts which use bsdus grwa logic, no example is given at all. If
an example is presented and discussed, it is generally in order to answer
the epistemological question as to how a particular controversial vydpti is
to be established on the basis of an example (dpe'i steng du grub pa).
That the statement of vydpti itself generally does not include an exam-
ple suggests fairly clearly that, de facto at least, this Tibetan vydpti is dif-
ferent from its Indian homologue, in that it is just a universal implica-
tion, and not a universal implication which also has an instance. But one
can go further: bsdus grwa logicians clearly and explicitly recognize that
there are vydpti where in principle no instantiation whatsoever is possi-
ble. In these vydpti not just are there no examples of existent or nonexis-
tent things having the property of the vydpyay even the subject doesn't
possess the vydpya. In effect, Tibetan bsdus grwa logicians recognized
the fact that the falsity of the antecedent was a sufficient condition for
the truth of the whole conditional—one finds this in the curious state-
ments of vydptiwhere the antecedent is clearly impossible, as for exam-
ple when people are arguing about all barren women's children having
such and such properties. The principle is known as gangdran dranyin
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pas khyab ("whatever one might think of will be implied") and is simi-
lar to the Medievals' exfalso sequitur quodlibet: because the antecedent is
(necessarily) false, the whole conditional is true, whatever might be given
as the consequent.25 As far as I can see, there is no evidence that Dharma-
klrtians in India countenanced any analogue to the idea oiexfalso sequi-
tur quodlibet. Quite possibly it would have seemed as absurd to them as
it has to many in the West, who feel that if that is what material implica-
tion in formal logic permits, we had better explain our ordinary notions
of entailment in some other way, perhaps along the lines of relevance
logic or strict implication. In one way or another, people do demand that
there be instantiation and a connection between terms for an entail-
ment to hold—falsity or impossibility of the antecedent does not seem
enough.

The preceding discussion has some summarizable results. First of all,
in "Formal and Semantic Aspects of Tibetan Buddhist Debate Logic" I
had thought that "epistemological and logical aspects were perhaps in-
adequately distinguished" in Dharmakirti's thought, that "pervasion it-
self in Dharmakirti translates into the same universally quantified for-
mula as in Tibetan logic," and that "the Tibetans' separation of the
formal notion of pervasion from its Dharmaklrtian epistemological bag-
gage does, perhaps, represent a certain progress."26 It should be clear
that I would no longer go to that extreme. Secondly, if we agree with
Matilal that one of the main features differentiating Indian logic from
Western formal counterparts is the insistence upon the implication be-
ing instantiated, then bsdus grwa logic's notion of implication is not
only rather un-Indian, but it shares the major features of the formal no-
tion. And thirdly, it is clear that there were important formal discover-
ies in bsdus grwa, influenced by the revised understanding of vydpti. As
we mentioned, a logical notion of vydpti stripped of requirements about
examples and relations between terms led the Tibetans to discover and
accept formal principles similar to ex falso sequitur quodlibet. Another
striking development which this purely logical notion of vydpti permit-
ted was the bsdus grwa logicians' discovery that there could be several
types of vydpti (i.e., the so-called khyab pa sgo brgyadov "eight types of
pervasion") by changing the order of the implication and adding nega-
tion operators, and that these pervasions would have elaborate formal
relations between them. Indeed, 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa (1648-1721)
went very far in this direction, distinguishing twelve pervasions rather
than the usual eight; his elaborate calculation of iterated multiples of for-
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mal equivalences between these pervasions, abstracted of all content and
needing no instances, deserves to be regarded as genuine progress in the
formal knowledge of his time.27

Deviant Logic

Finally, a word on the perennial question as to whether and to what de-
gree the logic which Buddhists use and advocate is in accord with key
theorems of Western logic. Is their logic a more or less classical logic,
with perhaps an odd twist or two concerning quantification and exis-
tential import, but nothing deviant like a rejection of contradiction or
excluded middle? That is essentially what I argued in the essay "Is Bud-
dhist Logic a Non-classical orlDeviant Logic?" I would continue to stand
by that position in the case of Dharmakirti and his successors, Indian
or Tibetan, and indeed for most of the Indo-Tibetan Madhyamaka too.
It can be reiterated that "If there is any deviance, it can only be highly
local."281 would, however, be prepared to grant that the logic underly-
ing the Prajfidpdramitdsutras and, to a lesser degree, the early Madhya-
maka, may after all be something of the exception, more prone to para-
dox or paraconsistency, indeed that it could perhaps be close to the kind
of depiction that scholars like Edward Conze and Jacques May gave it.29

The result would be that on this scenario Buddhist thought would have
a history of going from the very provocative logic of certain Mahayana
sutras, and perhaps even Nagarjuna, to the tamer logic of the scholas-
tic. The later Indo-Tibetan scholastic, not surprisingly perhaps, would
turn out to have an increasingly conservative reaction to the original
writings of their tradition, arguing that the paradoxical or provocative
aspects just cannot be taken at face value, but must be explained away
with qualifiers and hedges. Indeed, interestingly enough, when it comes
to logical deviance, a writer like Tsong kha pa would argue very much
in the way that people like J.F. Staal have argued: the thought behind
the texts cannot be like that, if it is not to be irrational.30 This is un-
doubtedly a powerful interpretative intuition. But with inconsistent or
paraconsistent logics becoming ever more sophisticated and respectable,
it becomes increasingly difficult to see that all types of contradictions are
equally irrational. Furthermore, notions like the Hegelian Aufbebung,
which Jacques May relied upon in his interpretations, cannot be dis-
missed in the cavalier fashion that they were by logical positivists and
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their successors. I don't now know how to exclude that the Prajndpdra-
mitasutras are most simply and naturally read as having more or less the
contradictions they appear to have. Indeed that Conze-May scenario
fascinates me more and more.

Tom J.F. Tillemans
Lausanne, May 1999

NOTES TO THE INTRODUCTION

1 Precisely because apoha does try to give an account for the universals
to which language is committed, rather than just dismissing them, Hans
Herzbeirger has characterized it as a "resourceful nominalism," as contrasted
with the less satisfactory "happy nominalist" variety that he attributes to Jean
Buridan and to Nelson Goodman. See Herzberger (1975).

2 The term is that of Paul Griffiths (1981). For more on the necessary
intersection between philosophy and philology, see Tillemans (1995c).

3 I don't know who first coined this term. At any rate, compare its use by
William Ian Miller in The Anatomy ofdisgust (1997: ix): "While one need
not be boring to describe boredom, nor confusing to describe confusion, it
just may be that the so-called fallacy of imitative form is not completely falla-
cious when it comes to disgust."

4 Cf. the discussions in Dreyfus (1995: 671-91) and in Dreyfus (1997: ch.
17). Although Dreyfus gives a nuanced "No" to the question "Is
Dharmaklrti a Pragmatist?" his arguments are rather different from mine and
cannot be taken up here. Cf. also R. Jackson (1993: 43-63).

5 Williams James's own formulations of pragmatism are notoriously vague.
Here are two samples from James (1907), reprinted in Goodman (1995: 28,
63): (1) "Any idea upon which we can ride, so to speak; any idea that will
carry us prosperously from any one part of our experience to any other part,
linking things satisfactorily, working securely, simplifying, saving labor; is
true for just so much, true in so far forth, true instrumentally." (2) ".. .an
idea is *true' so long as to believe it is profitable to our lives....The true is the
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name of whatever proves itself to be good in the way of belief." Cf. the refor-
mulation of this position in R. Kirkham (1995: 97): A belief h is true for
such and such a person s when "all things considered and over the long-term,
acceptance of b helps s explain, predict, and manipulate his world and com-
municate with others better than if s did not accept b" We could abbreviate
this formulation: b is true for s if and only if it is maximally useful for s to
accept b.

6 See PramdnavdrttikaW, k. lbc: arthakriydsthitih I avisamvddanam.
Devendrabuddhi comments in the Pramdnavdrttikapanjikd, P. 2b2-3:

skyes bu ma sluspas ni mi bslu ba ni mngonpar 'dod pa'i don dang
phradpar byedpa'i mtshan nyid can gyi mngon sum dang I ryes su
dpagpar khyab par byedpayin no II de nyid mam par grel pa'i phyir
I don byed nus par gnas pa ni I mi bslu bayin te I zhes by a ba smos te
I tshad mas yongs su nges pa'i don gyis (b)sgrub par by a ba'i don byed
par rtogspa'o //"What is non-belying [i.e., reliable], in that it does
not lie to people, encompasses perception and inference, which have
the characteristic of making [people] obtain the sought after (mngon
par 'dodpa = abhimata) object. In order to explain this very fact
[Dharmaklrti] states, 'Being non-belying means confirmation of
the accomplishing of the [sought after] goal.' I.e., one understands
that there is accomplishing of the goal which is to be fulfilled by the
object that the means of valid cognition (pramdna)\\2& determined."

For the rest of the passage, see Dunne (1999: 438-39). As Dunne shows
(1999: 286 etseq.), Devendrabuddhi and Sakyabuddhi also introduce, into
arthakriydsthiti, a distinction between mediated (vyavahita) and unmediated
(avyavahita) effects of a means of valid cognition (pramdnaphala); the medi-
ated (or "remote") effect is essentially the subsequent understanding of the
object's practical efficacy, while the unmediated effect is the understanding,
by the cognition itself, of the object's image (grdhydkdra) that presents itself
as a given. See Dunne (1999: 304): "This [latter] minimal trustworthiness
amounts to the claim that, regardless of the determinate interpretation of a
cognitions content, one can always reliably know that one is cognizing."

7 C. S. Peirce (1931-1958, vol. 5: 407).

8 See Peirce (1931-1958, vol. 5: 565 ): "The truth of the proposition that
Caesar crossed the Rubicon consists in the fact that the further we push our
archaeological and other studies, the more strongly will that conclusion force
itself on minds forever—or would do so, if study were to go on forever."
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9 See Katsura (1984: 229).

10 Katsura (1984: 229-30).

11 Katsura (1984: 230).

12 Elsewhere I have termed this position the "theory of unconscious error."
See the opening section of "On the So-called Difficult Point of the Apoha

Theory," reprinted as chapter 10 in this volume.

13 Kirkham (1995: 119 etseq.).

14 See J.L. Austin (1950); see also Kirkham (1995: 124-30) on Austin. Cf.
McTaggart(1921: 12):

Our theory that truth consists in a certain correspondence with a
fact, which correspondence is not further definable, must not be
confused with the theory that truth consists in resemblance to a
fact—a view which has been sometimes called the 'copy theory' of
truth. Resemblance is a correspondence, but all correspondence is
not resemblance, and the particular correspondence which consti-
tutes truth is not resemblance There is no special resemblance
between the belief and the fact.

15 Perhaps one would invoke Aristotle's definition of truth as found in
Metaphysics 101 Ib26 ("To say [either] that which is is not or that which is
not is, is a falsehood; and to say that that which is is and that which is not
is not, is true") as being essentially the same as the pan-Indian definition of
bhrdnti-abhrdnti. The supplementary premise would be to say that Aristotle
is defining truth as correspondence, or even correspondence as congruence.
This would, however, be a very shaky argument, as it is not at all clear that
the supplementary premise is true.

16 In a recent article my colleague J. Bronkhorst quite convincingly showed
the importance of a correspondence theory in several Indian philosophies in-
cluding Madhyamaka, Samkhya and others. This correspondence of which
he spoke was correspondence as congruence, involving an isomorphism be-
tween the components of the truth bearer (i.e., an understanding or proposi-
tion) and the components of reality. Interestingly enough, he recognized that
certain Buddhists, such as Vasubandhu, did not seem to accept such a one-
to-one correspondence or isomorphism, but that they nonetheless did have
important features of a correspondence theory. I would submit that he was
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right, not just for Vasubandhu but also, or even especially, for the logicians:
if we need a label for the sort of correspondence theory involved in concep-
tual thought, it is "correspondence as correlation." See Bronkhorst (1996).

Finally, it should also be remarked that the theory of correspondence as
congruence and correspondence as correlation applies when Dharmakirti
speaks from a Sautrantika viewpoint, but also when he adopts the Yogacara
point of view. Notably, from his idealist stance, perception remains abhrdnta
and conceptualization remains bhrdnta. (The position that the separation
between subjects/substances and predicates/universals is only due to concep-
tualization continues to apply from the Dharmakirtian Yogacara perspec-
tive.) It might be wondered as to what correspondence could be on the
Yogacara point of view, because there is no external object to correspond
to. Nevertheless, there are pramdnas concerning mental particulars, and that
would again entail that if a cognition is a pramdna, and hence true, the rele-
vant particulars (all be they mental) exist. That's all we mean by the minimal
type of correspondence which every pramdna has, viz., correspondence as
correlation. An understanding is true when the relevant particulars exist, but
existence can be qua external entity or qua mental entity—Dharmakirti's
choice of ontology probably doesn't matter much on that score. Cf. Kirkham
(1995: 134-35) on non-realist correspondence theories. J.ME. McTaggart
is, once again, an interesting comparison, as he advocated both idealism and
a correpondence theory of truth (i.e., correspondence as correlation). See
n. 14. See also McTaggart (1927: 53): "The belief in the non-exiscence of
matter does not compel us to adopt a sceptical attitude towards the vast
mass of knowledge, given us by science and in everyday life, which, prima
faciey relates to matter. For that knowledge holds true of various perceptions
which occur to various men, and of the laws according to which these occur-
rences are connected..."

17 Why am I so pessimistic about the success of Dharmakirti's program for
finding a "natural relation" (svabhdvapratibandha)? The problem lies in his
establishing causality by induction and claiming that this relation will lead to
certainty so that a counterexample is definitively ruled out. No matter how
many qualifiers and hedges one adds (and Dharmakirti adds several of
them), it seems highly unlikely that anyone, East or West, is going to solve
the problem of induction so that one can say with certainty that one thing is
the cause of another, rather than just coincidentally succeeded by that other
thing. See B. Gillon (1991) on Dharmakirti's potential difficulties with in-
duction. Dharmakirti and his school put forward a threefold and a fivefold
method of analysis (trikapahcakacintd). However, in cases where we gen-
uinely do not know what caused what, it is unlikely that this method can
come to the rescue. The most we can hope to formulate is a reasonable, but
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fallible, hypothesis, and even so, in any difficult case, it will have to be based
on many, many more observations than three. Interestingly, Matilal (1998:
111) is about as pessimistic as 1 am about this doomed quest for certainty; he
quotes approvingly the philosopher J.L. Mackie who said, "If anybody claims
today to have solved the problem [of induction], we may think of
him as being mildly insane."

18 See B.K. Matilal (1998: 14-15). Matilal, like several other scholars,
deliberately did not take vydpti and the necessary relation between terms
(sambandha, pratibandha) as separable concepts. He regularly glossed vydpti
as "the inference-warranting relation," as, for example, in the following
statement: "This 'inference-warranting' connection was called vydpti, prati-
bandha, or niyama..." (1998: 49).

19 Matilal (1998: 15-16). See P.F. Strawson (1952: 164) on existential
commitment:

Everyone agrees that it would be absurd to claim that the man who
says "All the books in his room are by English authors" has made a
true statement, if the room referred to has no books in it at all. Here
is a case where the use of "all" carries the existential commitment.
On the other hand, it is said, we sometimes use "all" without this
commitment. To take a classic example: the statement made by
1 All moving bodies not acted upon by external forces continue in
a state of uniform motion in a straight line" may well be true even
if there never have been or will be any moving bodies not acted
upon by external forces.

20 See n. 33 in our article "On Sapaksa" reprinted as chapter 5 in this volume
See also K. Bhattacharya (1986).

21 See, e.g., Madhya??iakahrdayakdrikd\\\, k.l40cd: ndpi cdtmdsty ajdtdndm
ajdtatvdt khapuspavat. See C. Watanabe (1998: 130).

22 I.e., R. Routley (1966). The first to use these logical tools for Buddhist
logic was A. McDermott (1969). See Tillemans (1988: 162-64) for the de-
tails of Routley's R*.

23 The reasoning is given in the form ofa pardrthdnumdna. See Mimaki
(1976: 60 and n. 233); cf. Ratnaklrti's Ksanabhangasiddhi
(Ratnakirtinibandhdvali, p. 83): yasya kramdkramau na vidyete na
tasydrthakriydsdmarthyam yathd sasavisdnasya, na vidyete cdksanikasya
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kramdkramau. See Y. Kajiyama (1999: 14).

24 See, e.g., the translation from rGyal tshab rje's rNam 'grelthar lam gsal
byed'm the first appendix (Appendix A) to "On Sapaksa" pp. 101-2 below.

25 See "Formal and Semantic Aspects of Tibetan Buddhist Debate Logic,"
pp. 127-28 below.

26 See p. 126 and p. 129 below.

27 See Onoda (1992: 98-106).

28 Seep. 194 below.

29 For a short account of Jacques May's use of the Hegelian notion of
Aufhebung and contradictions, see T. Tillemans, "Note liminaire," in
J. Bronkhorst, K. Mimaki and T. Tillemans, eds., Etudes bouddhiques offertes
a Jacques May. Asiatische Studien/Etudes asiatiques 4611 (1992): 9-12.

30 See J.F. Staal (1975: chap.l).
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1: Dharmaklrti, Aryadeva and Dharmapala
on Scriptural Authority

IT is IMPORTANT TO NOTE that the epistemological school of Dignaga
and Dharmaklrti, in spite of its insistence on the two means of valid
cognition (pramdna)y viz., direct perception and inference, did rec-

ognize that there was a whole class of propositions which could not be
directly justified by means of these two pramdnas, but demanded recourse
to scriptures (dgama) or treatises (sdstra)} This tension between scripture
and reason, which is a recurrent one amongst religious philosophers, was
however approached in a novel way by the Buddhists, a way which al-
lowed them to accept certain "propositions of faith" but nonetheless re-
tain a rationalistic orientation and extreme parsimony with regard to ac-
ceptable means of knowledge.

The key elements in the epistemologists' position are to be found in
kdrikd5 of the Svdrthdnumdna chapter in Dignaga's Pramdnasamuccaya
(i.e., in PS II, k. 5a) and are developed by Dharmaklrti in the Svdrthd-
numdna and Pardrthdnumdna chapters of Pramdnavdrttika (i.e., PVI and
PV IV, respectively). However, what is remarkable, as we shall see later
on, is that Dharmakirti's presentation also bears important similarities
to, and perhaps may have even been influenced by, some passages in chap-
ter 12 of the Catuhsataka (CS) of Aryadeva.

The Epistemological Schools Position

Let us begin with some of the relevant passages from Dignaga and Dhar-
maklrti:

PS II, k. 5a:2 Because authoritative words (dptavdda) are simi-

27
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lar [to an inference] in not belying, they are [classified as] in-
ference.

PV I, k. 215:3 A [treatise's4] having no visamvdda ("lies")
[means that] there is no invalidation of its two [kinds of]
propositions concerning empirical and unempirical things by
direct perception or by the two sorts of inference either [viz.,
inference which functions by the force of [real] entities (vastu-
baldpravrtta) and inference which is based on scripture
(dgamdsrita)5].

PV I, k. 216:6 As authoritative words are similar [to other in-
ferences] in not belying, the understanding of their imper-
ceptible (paroksa) object is also termed an inference, for [oth-
erwise] there would be no way [to know such objects7].

PV I, k. 217:8 Or, they do not belie with regard to the prin-
cipal point [viz., the four noble truths9], for the nature of what
is to be rejected and what is to be realized as well as the
method is acknowledged. Therefore [the understanding aris-
ing from the Buddha's words can properly] be an inference in
the case of the other things [too, i.e., radically inaccessible ob-
jects10].

Now, first of all, the usual types of inferences which we associate with
Dignaga and Dharmakirti, such as those of sound's impermanence and
the like, are said to be vastubalapravrttanumana in that they derive their
truth from the fact that the reason—being a product (krtakatva)—is in
reality, or objectively, related with the property—impermanence—and
qualifies the subject, sound. However, an important point which needs
to be made clear is that in spite of the numerous passages in which these
authors talk about one state of affairs proving another, or about natural
connections (svabhdvapratibandha) between the terms in an inference,
it is not the case that every inference functions by the force of [real] en-
tities (vastubalapravrtta)}1 (Often, for convenience, we will adopt a less
literal translation for this technical term, i.e., "objective inference." The
point here, very briefly, is that the usual or paradigmatic type of inference
in Dharmakirti is one which functions objectively, or "by the force of
real entities," in that it can and should be evalutated purely on the basis
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of facts and states of affairs, and not in any way because of belief, ac-
ceptance or faith in someone or his words.) Vastubalapravrtta is cer-
tainly an unbending requirement for the normal or "straightforward"
type of inferences with which we are familiar, but, as we see in PV 1, k.
215, there are also inferences based on scripture; that is to say, there ex-
ist inferences in which a scriptural passage rather than a state of affairs
is given as the reason. The questions then easily arises as to (a) which
sorts of scriptural passages can be used in such inferences, and (b) how
the admittance of scriptural proofs can be harmonized with the general
tenor of Dignaga and Dharmakirti's thought which is, no doubt, ori-
ented towards vastiibalapravrttdnumdna.

Let us begin with (b). The epistemological school solves this problem
by introducing three sorts of objects: perceptible (pratyaksa), imper-
ceptible (paroksa) and radically inaccessible (atyantaparoksa). The first
sort consists of those things such as form (riipa), vases, etc. which are
accessible to direct perception, while the second consists of things (such
as impermanence, selflessness, etc.) which can be proven through the
usual vastubala kind of inference. The third kind, however, are objects
such as the different heavens (svarga) or the details of the operation of
the law of karma, which are, of course, inaccessible to direct perception,
but which also cannot be proven by citing some other state of affairs as
a reason. In short, we might say that these objects are beyond the lim-
its of ordinary rationality.12 A slight complication which should be
cleared up at this point is that Dharmakirti often uses paroksa, a term
which also has an extremely important place in PV III, in the sense of
atyantaparoksa. However we see in the commentaries that what is at
stake in PV I, k. 216 is indeed atyantaparoksa, and moreover, it is clear
from certain passages elsewhere (in PV IV) that Dharmakirti himself
did explicitly accept this threefold division of objects.13

So Dharmakirti limits the scope of scripturally based inferences to
cases where the object is radically inaccessible (atyantaparoksa), and hence
beyond the range of ordinary ratiocination. By means of this strict de-
limitation, he can preserve his theory of inferences being objectively
grounded, for this will be a requirement of logical reasoning which applies
to pratyaksa and paroksa objects. He can also at the same time distance
himself from the non-Buddhist schools' use of scripture. In effect the er-
ror which a Mimamsaka or Samkhya makes in citing scriptural passages
as a means of proof (sadhana) is that they apply scriptural arguments to
propositions, such as sound's impermanence, etc., which can and should
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be decided by vastubalapravrttdnumdna, and which are not at all out-
side the bounds of ordinary ratiocination.14

As for question (a), viz., the kinds of scriptural passages which can be
used, Dharmaklrti introduces what Tibetan scholastics would come to
call "the threefold analysis" (dpyadpa gsum) for testing as to whether
scriptures (lung = dgama) are sound bases for inference or not.15 In par-
ticular, as PV I, k. 215 makes clear, such a scripture must be (i) unre-
futed by direct perception, (ii) unrefuted by vastubalapravrttdnumdna,
and (iii) free from contradiction with other propositions whose truth is
scripturally inferred. Put in this way it might seem that what is being
said is simply that the scripture cannot be refuted by any pramdna, or
that it cannot come into conflict with any of the other three kinds of
objects. However, the point at stake, as we find it elaborated in PV I, k.
216, Dharmaklrti's Svavrtti or Svopajiiavrtti (PVSV) and Karnakago-
min's Tikdy is more subtle, and is essentially an inductive argument: the
scripture's assertions concerning pratyaksa and paroksa are seen to be
trustworthy, and so, similarly, its assertions about atyantaparoksa, if not
internally inconsistent, should also be judged trustworthy. The argu-
ment is given an alternative formulation in PV I, k. 217 when Dhar-
maklrti says that because the (Buddhist) scriptures are trustworthy con-
cerning the principal points, viz., the four noble truths, they should also
be trustworthy on radically inaccessible matters. The four noble truths
are accessible to proof by vastubalapravrttdnumdna—as we see in the
second chapter of PV—and thus, as fchese propositions in the Buddhist
scriptures are trustworthy, so the others should be, too.

In short, scriptural argumentation—when applied to atyantaparoksa,
which is its only proper domain—is an inference: there is no need to pos-
tulate an additional pramdna such as the sdbda ("testimony") of certain
Hindu schools. It is, however, a rather special, indirect case of inference,
in that it turns on an inductive generalization which presupposes the use
and correctness of direct perception and vastubalapravrttdnumdna.

Aryadeva and Dharmapala

Now, a remarkable point in this connection is that the Tibetan writer
Tsong klia pa bio bzang grags pa (1357—1419) in his Tshadma'i brjed
byang chen mo noticed that Dharmaklrti's PV I, k. 217cd resembles k.
280 in chapter 12 of Aryadeva's Catuhsataka.^ Tsong kha pa was fol-
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lowed in this by rGyal tshab dar ma rin chen (1364—1432), who also
remarked that CS XII, k.280 was the same reasoning as found in
Dignaga and Dharmakirti (phyogs glang yab sras). Subsequently, the
Mongolian A lag sha ngag dbang bstan dar (1759-1840), in his sTon
pa tshad ma'i skyes bur sgrub pa'i gtam, elaborated on the two verses,
paraphrasing them into an identical formal argument (prayoga), and cit-
ing them in his proof that the Buddha is a "person of authority'" (tshad
ma'i skyes bu).n While it seems impossible to definitively establish a di-
rect lineage from Aryadeva to Dharmapala to Dharmakirti, the similar-
ities between the verses in question do seem more then coincidental,
and it is not at all impossible that Dharmakirti was aware of Aryadeva's
thought, and that he made use of certain elements. Let us look at CS
XII, k. 280 with Dharmapala's commentary.

After Dharmapala has argued that the doctrines of the non-Buddhist
"Outsiders" (wai dao, ^ i l ) contain various faults and untruths, his
commentary then has the Outsider object:

In that case, the noble teaching in the Tripitaka of the Tatha-
gata [also] sometimes has statements which are scarcely believ-
able, and so {shi ze, HIM = evam ca krtvd (?)) all the Insiders'
and the Outsiders' texts would be untrustworthy; thus a gross
absurdity (tai guo shi, Ĉ M. ^ = atiprasanga) would ensue.
How so? [Because] in the Buddha's sutras are mentioned var-
ious miraculous transformations {shen bian, ffl §H = vikurvana;
rddhilK) which are unimaginable. Or [these sutras] speak about
objects which have extremely profound (shen shen, IS S;) na-
tures; no sentient beings can fathom [these things]. ...[The
objector now goes on to describe the miraculous powers and
qualities of the Buddha and various other difficult to compre-
hend facts. He then sums up the objection:] As things such as
these are all hardly credible, we harbor deep reservations about
them. [Reply:] Phenomena, if they merely existed, could in-
deed give rise to [such types or] doubts. But phenomena are
also void. Hence [Aryadeva] states in the following verse:19

When someone gives rise to doubt concerning
the inaccessible [things] (paroksa) taught by the
Buddha, then he should develop conviction in
these very things on account of voidness.20
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The point is that correctness of the Buddha's teaching on voidness,
which is accessible to ordinary inferential understanding, should lead
one to believe that his teachings on matters inaccessible to such infer-
ences are also correct. It is interesting to note that the Sanskrit of Arya-
deva's verse employs the term paroksa, which is translated into Chinese
as shen W- or "profound" (see n. 20). In Dharmapala's commentary we
see him using the term shen shen ifi M in this context, which would
thus very likely be the equivalent of atyantaparoksa, although such an
equivalent is not to my knowledge attested elsewhere. (Usually shen shen
= gambhira.) At any rate, it is clear that the use of paroksa/shen at stake
in Aryadeva and Dharmapala, just as in Dharmaklrti's PV I, k. 216,
does refer to propositions inaccessible to direct perception and ordinary
inference.

The similarities between Dharmakirti and Dharmapala's approaches
become even more striking when we look at the argumentation in the
subsequent kdrikdm CS with Dharmapala's commentary. In this verse,
Aryadeva gives a kind of contraposed version of the reasoning found in
CS XII, k. 280, arguing that because the Outsiders are mistaken on ob-
jects which are accessible to inference, then they must also be mistaken
on those which are not. Dharmapala, at this point, launches into a long
refutation of the Vais'esika's metaphysical categories (paddrtha) and the
Samkhya's theory of the primordial nature (prakrti) and the three qual-
ities (guna) to show that the Outsiders are indeed hopelessly mistaken
in their accounts of rationally analyzable objects, and hence cannot be
trusted in their accounts of what is unanalyzable and is essentially more
difficult to comprehend. Now, not only is this completely consonant
with Dharmaklrti's approach in PV I, k. 215-16, but conspicuously,
Dharmakirti in the Svavrtti to k. 215 explicitly mentions the three qual-
ities and the Vaisesika categories of substance, motion, universals. etc.
as being prime examples of refutable objects.

I conclude then that the similarities between these authors do seem
to represent a common approach, as the Tibetan scholastics maintain.
This, of course, may have been because these ideas were more or less
commonly familiar to various thinkers of that period of time, rather
than due to any more direct relationship. If however we take the hy-
pothesis that Dharmakirti (ca. 600—660 C.E.) was familiar with, and
even influenced by Aryadeva's thought, then it may very well have been
via the commentary of Dharmapala (530-561 C.E.), which is after all
the first commentary on the Catuhsataka that we know of. Moreover,



DHARMAKlRTI, ARYADEVA AND DHARMAPALA 33

we know that Dharmapala did write a commentary on Dignaga's Akim-
banapariksd,21 and as M. Hattori maintains, he may veiy well have been
a "grandpupil of Dignaga"22: in other words, on Dharrnapala's side it is
clear that he was, in spite of his commentaries on Madhyamika texts,
very close to the epistemological school. It remains to be investigated
then as to what other significant points of similarity, or influences, can
be found between Dharmapala and that other illustrious member of
Dignaga's lineage, Dharmaklrti.23

NOTES TO CHAPTER 1

The original publication of this article contains the following dedication:
"The present article took shape from work which I did during 1983—85 at
Hiroshima University and is offered as a gesture of gratitude to Prof. Atsushi
Uno, of whom I retain very fond memories."

1 In what follows the difference between dgama and s'dstra is of no conse-
quence. Also, as Dharmaklrti argues in PV IV, k. 93-107 (Sanknyayana's
heading: dgamasvavacanayos tulyabalatd), there is no essential difference in
the force or trustworthiness of one's own words and those of scripture. The
same evaluative procedures apply to both.

2 dptavdddvisamvddasdmdnydd anumdnatd. Sanskrit preserved in PVSV:
108.1. For the interpretation of°sdmdnya as "similarity," cf. PSV: 29b7: yid
ches pa 'i tshig nyid gzung nas kyang mi slit bar nits bungs pa V phyir deyang rjes
su dpagpa nyid du brjod do I.

3 pratyaksendnumdnena dvividhendpy abddhanam Idrstddntdrthayor
asydvisamvddas tad arthayoh II.

4 Cf. PVSVT: 392.15: asya sdstrasydvisamvddah.

5 Cf. PVSVT: 392.14—15: ...anumdnena ca dvividhena vastubalapravrtten-
dgamdsritena ca I. Cf. also P W ad?V I, k. 215.

6 dptavdddvisamvddasdmdnydd anumdnatd I buddher agatydbhihitdparokse

py*asyagocareII'*PVV reads nisiddhdpy. Cf. Tib. Ikoggyur na'an%.
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7 Vibhuticandra comments on PVY's (p.365) phrase agatydnumdnatoktd:
ato 'nyathd parokse pravrttyasambhavdt I.

8 heyopddeyatattvasya sopdyasya prasiddhitah Ipradhdndrthdvisamvdddd

anumdnam paratra vd II.

9 C£ PVSV: 109.15-16: heyopddeyatadupdydndm tadupadistdndm
avaiparityam avisamvadah I yathd caturnam aryasatyanam vaksyamananityd I.

10 Cf. P W adW I, k. 217: paratrdtyantaparokse 'py arthe bhagavadvacandd
utpannam jndnam anumdnam yuktam iti vd paksdntaram I.

11 Cf. for example PV IV, k. 15: arthddarthagateh, etc. For svabhdvaprati-

bandhdy classic sources are to be found in passages such as PVSV adW I, k.
14. Cf. Steinkellner (1971) and (1984).

12 For the examples of the three kinds of objects, see n.13.

13 In PV I, k. 216, its Svavrtti, and subsequently, Dharmakirti does not him-
self use the term atyantaparoksa, but his commentators Manorathanandin
and Karnakagomin do. (Cf. P W and PVSVT adk. 216.) However, it is
clear from passages such as PV IV, k. 51 (trtiyasthdnasamkrantau nydyyah
sdstraparigrahah) that Dharmakirti does accept the threefold classification.
Trtlyasthdna refers to atyantaparoksa. Cf. also PV IV, k. 50 where Dharma-
kirti speaks of the first two sorts of objects: tathd visuddhe visayadvaye s'dstra-
parigraham I cikirso sa hi kdlah sydt taddXidstrena bddhanam II.

P W ad PV IV, k. 50: sdstropadarsite visayadvaye pratyaksaparokse
riipanairdtmyddau tadd pramdnapravrttyd visuddhe nirnlte satipaicdd
atyantaparohe svargddau sdstrena sdstrdsrayanendnumdnam ciklrsoh
satah sa hi kdlo 'bhyupagamasya*yadi sdstrabddho na bhavetl "Sup-
pose that at that time the two [types of] objects taught in a treatise,
viz., perceptible and imperceptible [objects], such as form and self-
lessness, etc., are ascertained by apramdna as faultless. Then subse-
quently, when one wishes to make an inference concerning radically
Inaccessible [objects] such as heaven, etc. by means of a treatise,
i.e., by recourse to a treatise, then if the treatise is not invalidated,
this would indeed be the occasion to accept it." *Sahkrtyayana:
abhyupagamya. Cf. PVBh: 505.4: sa hi kdlah syddabhyupagamasya I.

14 Cf., e.g., PV IV, k. 2 and our commentary in Tillemans (1986c).
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15 Cf., e.g., rGyal tshab rje's commentary (rNam fgrel thar lam gsal byed) to
PV I, k. 215, (Sarnath ed., 177-78), where the three criteria in PV I, k. 215
are presented as a formal argument (sbyor ba = prayoga):

shin tu Ikoggyur stonpa'i bcom Idan 'das kyigsung chos can Iranggi
bstan by a la mi slu bay in te I' dpyadpa gsum gyis dag pa V lung y in pa V
phyir I "The speech of the Bhagavan which describes radically in-
accessible [objects] is non-belying with regard to the [entities] de-
scribed, because it is a scripture which is [judged] immaculate through
the three [kinds of] analyses."

This is more or less a standard version of what in rtags rigs literature is cate-
gorized as a "reason based on authority" (yid ches kyi rtags). Interestingly
enough, this literature then goes on to treat such reasons along the same lines
as other types of valid reasons, classifying them in terms of effect (kdrya), es-
sential property (svabhdva) and nonperception (anupalabdhi). Cf. Yongs 'dzin
rtags rigs, p.46.

16 See pp. 158-59 where Tsong kha pa cites these two verses together and
says that they show the same way (tshul mtshungspa) to prove radically inac-
cessible propositions.

17 For rGyal tshab, see his bZhi brgyapa'i mam bshad, p.5: spyi'i ma?ngzhag
niphyogsglangyab sras kyis bshadpa dang!shing rta chenpo mams 'dra bar
yoddo I. Cf. also rNam 'grel thar lam gsal byed (Sarnath ed.: 179). For A lag
sha ngag dbang bstan dar, see sTon pa tshad ma / skyes bur sgrubpa Vgtam,
pp. 43—44. This author obviously relies on Candrakirti's commentary to CS
XII, k. 280, where the correctness of the Buddha's teaching on voidness is
said to be an example (drstdnta) on the basis of which we can infer his cor-
rectness in other matters. Finally, for the idea of the tshad ma'i skyes bu, see
Steinkellner (1983) and the references therein. Cf. also Inami and Tillemans
(1986) for the triple division of tshad ma (- pramdna) into shespa ("con-
sciousness"), ngag ("speech") and skyes bu ("person"). [Editor's note: this sub-
ject is extensively treated in Tillemans (1993a).]

18 Shen bian f$ H = shen tong fl M (rddhi). See H. Nakamura, Bukkyo-go
daijiten. Tokyo, repr. 1983: 795.

19 T. XXX 1571, 216c. g W * U * = » f f l « * * 0 f i t t l i P l f l # J t

m # m * el s 11 x m s m R * « a is # te » * f B 11 * . . . m
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20 Translated according to the Sanskrit of CS: buddhoktesu paroksesu jdyate
yasya samsayah I ihaiva pratyayas tena kartavyah sunyatam prati I. Note that the
Tibetan interprets sunyatam pratias "on the basis of voidness" or "relying on
voidness": deyis stongpa nyid brten te II 'di nyid kho naryid ches bya //. Cf. the
Chinese trans, of CS: ig j * B flf M U • £A 4 M "J ft M ffl ^
(fS 5: ft: AIL fW "When someone gives rise to doubt concerning the profound
things (shen shi, ̂  f-) taught by the Buddha, then he can rely on the void-
ness which is free of all [defining] characters and [can thus] gain sure faith."

21 T. XXI 1625, pp. 889-92.

22 Hattori(1968:2).

23 I shall further develop some of these points in a translation of CS XII and
CS XJII with Dharmapala's and Candrakirti's commentaries which I am
preparing. [Editor's note: see Tillemans (1990).]



2: How Much of a Proof
is Scripturally Based Inference?

I
T is SEDUCTIVE TO THINK that, on a Dharrnakirtian account, abhyu-

pagama, acceptance of a ipcripture's words on radically inaccessible
things (atyantaparoksa), is something which naturally or invariably

ensues, or even necessarily follows, from the scripture's satisfying the
threefold analysis (dpyadpa gsum) and that it is simply an objective mat-
ter whether the scripture does or does not pass such tests. This interpre-
tation of Dharmakirti's account of scripturally based inferences (dgamd-
s'ritdnumdna),1 which we shall term for short "inference-like-any-other,"
is not just a hypothetical possibility. Indeed, with a few minor differ-
ences, the idea of scriptural inference as being just one amongst three
kinds of inferences, but as full-fledged as the others, is the way Dhar-
maklrti has been interpreted by many, who have in one way or another
taken Dharmakirti's account of scripture to be a surpisingly rational ap-
proach to subjects which, otherwise, would be unknowable to us. Inter-
estingly enough, although it is hard to pin down specific Indian writers
on the question of just how rational or probative a Dharmakirtian scrip-
tural inference is, we do see major Tibetan writers clearly taking scriptural
inferences as being as probative as any other inference, just different in
subject matter. Nor is this approach restricted to just one Tibetan school.

Consider the following passage from the dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris,
where Tsong kha pa is trying to dispel a doubt (dogspa gcodpa) about the
possibility of scripturally based argumentation and where he answers with
a clear, even very extreme, version of the "inference-like-any-other" in-
terpretation:

ston pas gsungs pa V shin ikoggi blang dor la pig pa ni gang zag

dbang rnon ni f dpyad pa gsum gyis dag pa z nags las shin Ikogston

37
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pa / lung ranggi bstan by a la mi bslu bar dpogpa 'iyid chespa V

rtags las Jug la I de'i tshul gsum dngos stobs kyi rigs pas grub

kyang bsgrub bya shin Ikog yin pas yid ches kyi rtags su mi 'gal te

I rtags kyi rigs 'byedpa ni bsgrub bya 'i sgo nas 'byed kyi sgrub byed

kyi sgo nas min pa 'iphyir te I dper na 'gal dmigs kyi rtags mams

sgrub pa yin yang I dgag rtags su bzhag dgos pa bzhin no II

"As for [practical] engagement with regard to the radically in-

accessible things (shin Ikog = atyantaparoksa) to be rejected

and things to be realized spoken about by the Teacher [Bud-

dha], intelligent people engage themselves by following a log-

ical reason based on authority (yidchespa'i rtags), one where

they infer that the scripture teaching radically inaccessible

matters is non-belying with regard to what it teaches from the

logical reason of its being a scripture [judged] immaculate

through the three [kinds of] analyses. Although the three char-

acteristics (tshul = rupa) of that [reason] are established

through objective logic (dngos stobs kyi rigs pa = *vastubala-

yukti), still there is no contradiction in [such a reason] being

a reason based on authority since what is being proved (bsgrub

bya - sddhya) is radically inaccessible. For, the classification of

types of logical reasons is delineated in terms of what is being

proved and not in terms of the means of proof (sgrub byed =

sddhana), just as, for example, reasons which consist in the

apprehension of oppositions (gal dmigs kyi rtags = virud-

dhopalabdhihetu) are [themselves] positive entities (sgrubpa =

vidhi), but should be classified as negative reasons (dgag

rtags)"2

There is also the following passage from Tsong kha pa's Tshad ma
brjed byang chen mo:

gtan tshigs gsum po bsgrub bya V ngos nas dbye ba yin gyi tshul

gsum nges byed kyi tshad ma V sgo nas ma yin te Ikun kyang mthar

dngos stobs kyi tshad mas nges pa la thug dgos pa V phyir ro II des

na shin tu Ikog gyur gyi don bsgrub pa'i gtan tshigs la yid ches pa

dang I brda' dang 'dodpa tsam gyis bzhag pa V don bsgrub pa V

gtan tshigs lagragspa dang I dngos stobs kyis zhugspa V don bsgrub

pa / gtan tshigs la dngos stobs kyi gtan tshigs zhes bya 'o II
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"The three [sorts of] logical reasons are differentiated accord-
ing to what is being proved (sddhya) and not on account of
[differing] means of valid cognition (pramdna) which ascer-
tain the triple characteristic (tshulgsum) [needed for valid rea-
sons], because all of them must in the end come down (thug)
to ascertainments due to objective pramdnas (dngos stobs kyi
tshad mas nges pa). Therefore, we term reasons which prove
radically inaccessible matters 'reasons based on authority' (yid
chespa'igtan tshigs);we term reasons which prove matters es-
tablished by conventional agreements or by mere intentions
'reasons based on what is commonly recognized' (grags pa'i
gtan tshigs); and we term reasons which prove objective mat-
ters 'objective reasons' (dngos stobs kyi gtan tshigs)"5

We see in both these passages a very deliberate attempt to minimize or
even virtually eliminate any special status for scripturally based inference.
On this scenario, the only relevant feature differentiating a scriptural in-
ference from one of the objective sort is the matter of what one is prov-
ing: is it atyantaparoksa or not? All the other considerations are suppos-
edly just as in the case of vastubalapravrttdnumdna. To look at some of
the details in the Tsong kha pa version of scriptural inferences, the usual
criteria for a valid reason, the so-called three characteristics (tshul = rupa),
are said to hold quite unproblematically, even objectively (dngos stobs kyis
- vastubalena) in the case of scripturally based reasons, i.e., the "reasons
based on authority" (yid ches pa'i rtags). In other words, it is objectively
so that the reason based on authority is a property of the subject (paksa-
dharma), and that it has the two types of pervasion (vydpti). In the Tshad
ma 'i brjed byang chen mo passage, Tsong kha pa makes the point that all
inferences (viz., those concerning objective matters, conventions and
those based on scripture/authority) are in fact reliant on the certainty
or ascertainments (ngespa = niscaya; niscita) due to objective pramdnas;
there are no degrees or hierarchies of certainty amongst inferences: all
inferences have the same degree of certainty coming from having the
same type of pramdnas ascertaining the reasons' characteristics.

To sum up, Tsong kha pa's position, as we see in these two quota-
tions, has the following key features:

(1) Scriptural inference is just to be differentiated from oth-
ers by its sddhya.
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(2) Scriptural inference relies on a reason which can be shown
objectively (dngos stobs kyis = vastubalena) to possesses
the three characteristics.

(3) Scriptural inference is a bonafidey full-fledged inference
leading to certainty (niscaya) that the reason proves the
sddhya.

It should be said that Tsong kha pa is construing the scriptural in-
ference in such a way that it is not actually the words of the scripture
which prove anything, but rather the fact that the scripture passes the
threefold analysis (dpyadpa gsum). And although Tsong kha pa's views
certainly became the majority view in Tibet, there were dissenting writ-
ers, such as Tsong kha pa's great critic, the Sa skya pa, gSer mdog pan
chen s'akya mchog ldan, who took the logical reason to be the textual
quotation itself.4 However, although the ensuing debate between the
two camps is interesting for other reasons (which we cannot go into
now), there are no significant differences between the two camps about
points (1) though (3) which I just mentioned. Both camps, at one stage
or another in scriptural argumentation, rely upon the exact same formal
argument (prayoga) that such and such a scripture is non-belying with
regard to what it teaches because it passes the threefold analysis. More-
over for both Tsong kha pa and Sakya mchog ldan, the characteristics
(rilpa) of that latter logical reason (i.e., passing the threefold test) are ob-
jectively proven so that the conclusion ("non-belying") is utterly com-
pelling and certain.5

Now, earlier we had said that on the Tsong kha pa version of the "in-
ference-like-any-other" position, all the other considerations, besides
the choice of objects for the sddhya, are just as in the case of vastubala-
pravrttdnumdna. The same remark will hold for Sakya mchog ldan. But
what are these "other considerations" which we were thinking oft Broadly
speaking, they are all that pertains to the "probative status" of the in-
ference, i.e., how certain is it and how much can it compel people to be-
lieve in the truth of the conclusion, when they do not fully share the
same vision of the Buddhist spiritual path as that presented in the scrip-
ture, or a fortiori when they are not members of the Buddhist commu-
nity at all. Involved in this same question is the philosophical issue of
what kind of theory of truth (or perhaps better, what kind of theory of
justification of truth claims6) is being advocated, whether scriptural
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inference is turning on the same type of theory as the usual vastubalavdi-
riety, or whether it leans towards a different type of theory, one which
is more along the lines of a form of pragmatism and which might even
allow dissent and criticism. In short, the real question at stake is whether
Buddhist scriptural statements are true or can justifiably be thought to
be true, because belief in their truth is useful, even crucial, to someone
who wishes to attain a certain type of spiritual progress and liberation,
or whether scriptural statements are true and justified objectively, in
virtue of facts, and independently of the utility of believing in them. Say-
ing that scriptural inferences are vastubala-pravrtta is (in a way which
we will specify later) to lean towards the latter view and will have pre-
dictably conservative consequences.

It is time to turn to Dharmakirti and some of his Indian commentators.
There are, I think, some clear passages which show that scriptural in-
ference is not a full-fledged inference and that, as it functions induc-
tively, it lacks the certainty (niscaya) which a real inference should have.
In the Pramdnavdrttika, at PV I, k. 213-17 and the Svavrtti (PVSV),
Dharmaklrti develops the major points of his account of scripturally
based inference:

(a) PV I, k. 213: words do not have any necessary connec-
tion with entities; they just enable us to infer the inten-
tion of the speaker.

(b) PV I, k. 214: scriptures are worth investigating when
they are coherent, present appropriate, praticable meth-
ods for gaining results, and when they focus on goals
which are relevant to the spiritual "goals of man"
(pumsdrtha).

(c) PV I, k. 215 presents the threefold analysis (described
above) which one applies to scriptures worth investi-
gating.

(d) PV I, k. 216: Dignaga's point in saying that authorita-
tive words are an inference was that when an authority's
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words (= scripture) have been found to be non-belying
on rationally decidable matters, then we are justified to
understand radically inaccessible matters based on that
scripture. In this particular case, contrary to what was
said in k. 213, we do infer something more than just the
speaker's intention from his words: we also infer that
the state of affairs obtains. This one "exception" to k.
213 must be allowed because otherwise there would be
no way (agatyd) for us to come to know radically inac-
cessible things.

(e) PV I, k. 217 elaborates upon aspects of k. 216: when the
scripture is non-belying on important rationally acces-
sible things it should also be so on the inaccessible
things.

The logical status of scriptural inference is then summed up in the
Svavrtti to PV I, k. 217: the methods outlined mean that one infers
states of affairs from words, with a resultant lack of strict necessity; these
are not real inferences.

PVSV adVN I, k. 217: tadetadagatyobhayathdpy anu-
mdnatvam dgamasyopavarnitam I' varam dgamdtpravrttdv
evam pravrttir iti I na khalv evcun anumdnam anapdyam
andntariyakatvdd arthesu sabddndm iti niveditam etat II
'This fact that scripture is an inference is asserted in
both cases [i.e., in PV I, k. 215 and 217] because of the
lack of any [other] way. If one engages oneself on the ba-
sts of scripture, it is better to engage oneself in this fash-
ion [on the basis of a correct scripture rather than on the
basis of one which belies]. But [this understanding] is
not at all a flawless inference, for words have no neces-
sary relation to their objects—this has [already] been ex-
plained."7

In fact, what we see if we also look at later passages in Pramdnavdrttika
is that there are two reasons as to why scriptural inference fails to have
the requisite necessity of a bonafide inference. Not only do scriptural
words fail to guarantee certainty because of their lack of connection
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with things, but the inductive procedure whereby one goes from ob-
served correctness on testable things to correctness on otherwise untest-
able things is also inherently subject to error.

PVSV adW I, k. 318: na kvacid askhalita iti sarvam
tathd I vyabhicdradarsandt I tatpravrtter avisamvddena
vydptyasiddhes ca I agatyd cedam dgamalaksanam istam I
ndto niscayah / tan napramdnam dgama ity apy uktam II
"It is not so that because [someone] is unmistaken about
some things he will be so in all, for deviance is observed
(vyabhicdradarsandt) and it is not established that there
is any pervasion (vydpti) between his [verbal] activity
and being non-belying. Now, we accept this defining
character of scripture for lack of any [other] way. There
is no certainty from this [scripture]. Thus it was said
that scripture is not a pramdna."8

The connection is explicitly made with PV I, k. 215—17, a link which
is expanded upon by Sakyabuddhi and Karnakagomin, their formula-
tion of the argument being that observation of someone's correctness in
one area does not ensure his correctness in all things, including radically
inaccessible things, as deviance (vyabhicdra) from such a rule is, or could
be, observed.9 It is objected that if this inductive procedure is uncer-
tain, then also in the context of PV I, k. 215s threefold analysis there
can be no certainty concerning atyantaparoksa. To this the reply is sim-
ply to accept the opponent's objection without reservation. Although the
threefold analysis does not yield certainty, one should not and can not
require such certainty either. We accept scriptural inference, not be-
cause it is a genuine prarndna> but rather to be able to engage in the
spiritual path. As Dharmaklrti had put it, "because there is no other
way" (agatyd).10 Karnakagomin and Sakyabuddhi adW I, k. 216 are
clear on the implications: scriptural inference is an inference because of
the thought of people (pumso 'bhiprdyavasdt) who want to engage them-
selves (pravrttikdma) on the spiritual path; it is not an inference objec-
tively (vastutas).n

It looks then that the position of scripture being inference-like-any-
other has very little support in Dharmakirti, or in Indian commentators
such as Sakyabuddhi or Karnakagomin. And it is not surprising to add
that for these Indian writers scriptural inference is in no way vastubala-
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pravrtta, or objective, either. Scriptural inference, as is amply mentioned
in Dharmakirti and his commentators, depends upon abhyupagama,
"acceptance," and that in itself is probably sufficient to show that it is
not objective. At any rate, as if that were not enough, they explicitly tell
us that it is not objective and not certain.12

Now, it is true that both Tsong kha pa and Sakya mchog ldan were
aware of passages in the Svavrtti which seemed to go against their posi-
tion on scriptural inference being inference-like-any-other and hence
felt obliged to explain why Dharmakirti in PV I, k. 215—17 spoke of
scripture as not being an authentic inference (rjes dpag mtshan nyidpa
mayinpa). The move which we see both these Tibetan authors making
is to say that citing the scriptural words lacks certainty and that it was
only that which Dharmakirti was talking about, as if PV I, k. 215—17
and k. 318 were not talking about the actual authentic scriptural infer-
ences, but only about quasi-inferences where words are cited to "prove"
things. The real inference, not surprisingly, turns out to be the proof that
such and such a scripture is non-belying because it passes the threefold
analysis. And this inference is supposedly certain and objective. I don't
think that this move works at all.

Although the argument that words do not prove things is indeed
Dharmakirtian, I think it is clear that one cannot say that this is the
only point which Dharmakirti was making, and arguably it is not even
the most telling point against scriptural inference being compelling and
certain.

In fact, the threefold analysis constitutes a weak test of scripture, and
I think it should be clear that Dharmakirti and his commentators knew
it to be weak, not just because of the lack of necessary connections be-
tween words and things, but as we see in the Svavrtti to PV 1, k. 318
and the commentaries, because of the inherently inductive nature of the
whole procedure. A limited number of observations of correctness does
not guarantee that we subsequently won't find errors on testable things
(nor I suppose would the fact that we don't see internal contradictions
mean that there aren't any). And a limited number of observations on
perceptible and inferable matters would not imply or guarantee anything
about what is radically inaccessible. What emerges from the Svavrtti to
k. 318 and from the commentaries is that the first two stages of the
threefold analysis, where the scripture is tested for correctness on ratio-
nally decidable matters, guarantee nothing—they are at most grounds
for thinking that such and such a scripture is as far as we can judge trust-
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worthy and to be relied upon. The key phrase, oft-repeated, Is vararn
dgamdtpravrttdv evam pravrttir: "If one engages oneself on die basis of
scripture, it is better to engage oneself in this fashion." In short, if we
make the move of accepting a scripture's statements on radically inac-
cessible matters, it is because we are not, as far as we can judge, precluded
from doing so and because we want to or need to do so for our spiritual
goals. That is all. What is striking in the Dharmakirtian account, then,
is that the threefold analysis does not compel us to accept scripture's ac-
counts of radically inaccessible matters in the way in which a normal vas-
tubalapravrtta kind of inference does compel us to accept the conclu-
sion. Instead of logical compulsion, the Dharmakirtian is making what
could perhaps best be described as an informed, but fallible, choice.

Let us go back to Sakyabuddhi's and Karnakagomin's idea of scriptural
inference being a kind of inference, but one due to pumso 'bhiprdyavasah
("the force of human thought/intentions"), this being contrasted with
full-fledged inference which is objective (vastntas). What could this phrase
"human thought" or "human intentions" mean? It certainly should not
be taken as a trivialization of the role of scripture, for Dharmaklrti is
quite clear that in spite of the problematic logical status of scriptural
proof, there is no question about scripture's crucial importance to our
lives: ndyampuruso andsritydgamaprdmdnyam dsitum samartho... "A man
[who wishes to apply himself to spiritual goals] cannot proceed without
relying on the validity of scripture..."13

Put the problem another way. If we accepted the Tsong kha pa-Sakya
mchog ldan position that scriptural inference was inference-like-any-
other and was as objective as the smoke-fire variety, the question as to
why one would believe in a scripture's propositions would become dead
simple. One would perform the requisite threefold analysis and the game
would be up: rationally there would be no alternative but to accept the
scripture's propositions on atyantaparoksa, just as one has to accept that
the hill has fire once one knows how smoke comes about and once one
sees that the hill does indeed have smoke. This simplicity is in a sense
what some people are attracted to in Dharmaklrti, and not coincidentally
they are often conservative Buddhists or even proselytizers: for them, it
is Buddhism's force or even superiority that belief in scripture is wholly
rational and logical and that acceptance (abhyupagama) follows easily
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and impersonally. But now let us imagine that a Buddhist is not a sub-
scriber to the inference-like-any-other scenario, and that he realizes that
the threefold analysis is fallible, that the inference is not a real one, and
that it is not objective, not certain, etc., etc. Why and how would such
a person, if he is of a Dharmaklrtian bent, nonetheless come to believe
in scriptural propositions on radically inaccessible states of affairs? Does
ahhiprdyavasa mean that after all the Dharmaklrtian account is little
more than a type of leap of faith? No. I do think the Dharmaklrtian texts
in speaking of pravrttikdma ("desire to engage oneself) and purusdrtha
("goals of man") suggest an account which is more subtle than that of
a camouflaged and excessively long path to arrive at a key step that is no
more than blind faith. Briefly stated, Dharmaklrti's version as to why
one chooses to accept a scripture's propositions, after having done the
preliminary three-fold analysis, would seem to be best viewed as a type
of pragmatism, one which is not of an objective or person-indifferent
variety, but one which would take into account the interests and aims
of a specific group of people, those who have an idea of what spiritual
goals are and who wish to attain them. To use Nicholas Reseller's term,
it would be a subjective pragmatism, in that it would involve a belief be-
ing justified because it leads to (and may even be crucial to) the success
of such and such a group of people in their specific aims.14

\
Quite a number of years ago, Richard Hayes, in what was for many of
us a veiy thought-provoking article, examined the "question of doctri-
nalism" amongst Buddhist epistemologists. One way, inter alia, in which
Hayes formulated this question was "whether the Buddhist epistemol-
ogists should be characterized primarily as champions of reason or rather
as champions of dogma."15 Clearly, as Hayes himself recognized, one ex-
tremely important element in a response to these types of questions will
be our account of how rational or dogmatic is the Buddhist's belief in
his own scriptures. Now, if we look at the two types of accounts that we
have described so far, the first, i.e., what we have termed inference-like-
any-other, makes an obvious attempt at ensuring rationality by stress-
ing the idea of scriptural inference being certain, objective, etc., just as
certain and objective as proving fire on the smoky hill. This attitude has
a natural tendency toward a certain conservatism, even fundamentalism
about scripture, for once the scripture has been determined to pass the
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three tests then logically any and all of its propositions on atyantaparoksa
should be accepted—there is little or no possibility of a half-way house
for skeptics who might want to accept some but not other such propo-
sitions, for all should be necessary, objective and compelling. It is no co-
incidence that the Tibetan, and especially dGe lugs pa, use of the ideas
of scriptural inference in Dharmakirti has been in such extremely con-
servative directions. Equally, it is not surprising that the subjective ele-
ments, the pragmatism, the uncertainty, the recognition of the prob-
lematic status of scriptural inference have been very much downplayed,
in favor of watertight scriptural inferences which rationally must com-
pel conviction. Dharmakirti was somehow used to build a dogmatic
edifice.

What was Dharmakirti's own degree of dogmatism or doctrinalism?
Arguably there could be different and much less conservative applications
of a Dharmaklrtian methodological position on scripturally based in-
ferences. The uncertainty and inductive character of scriptural reason-
ing might well allow a Buddhist to maintain that some or even many
scriptural passages on karma, cosmology and other subjects need not be
taken to be true simply because so much else, or so much else which is
important, in the scripture seems to be true. There is the possibility that
these would be precisely the areas where the inductive character of scrip-
tural reasoning revealed its weaknesses. Someone could go one step fur-
ther. A left-leaning Buddhist might then come to the additional con-
clusion that believing in such passages would no longer be of any use in
a modern man's spiritual search, and that they could be rationally left
to the past. In fact, I don't think that the interpretation of Dharmakirti's
methodology which I am setting forth does invariably place Dharma-
kirti, or even Dharmakirtians, in a left-leaning camp when it comes to
applications. I have above all tried to argue against what I take to be an
overly facile view of his rationality, one which does, in effect, yield a type
of dogmatism in rational garb. What exactly is useful or essential for
what kind of spiritual goals remains an open question.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER 2

1 Several contributions have now appeared on these subjects. Sec, e.g., Yaita
(1987) and Tillemans (1986a). [Editor's note: this latter article is reprinted
as chapter 1 in the present volume.]

2 dBu ma rgyan gyi zin hris, £5b. Note that the parallel with reasons which
consist in the perception of oppositions (viruddhopalabdhihetu) is that when
we use a viruddhopalabdhihetu to prove that there is no long-lasting sensation
of cold in some place because in that place there is a raging fire, the fact that
the reason, i.e., "presence of a raging fire," is not an absence (abhdva) is irrel-
evant to its being a genuine negative reason or a reason consisting in a non-
perception (anupalabdhihetu); what counts is that its sddhya is an absence.
Equally, reasons in scriptural inferences or "reasons based on authority" (yid
chespa'i rtags) are supposedly like any other in satisfying the usual criteria of
valid reasons, but just prove a different kind of thing, and that is why and
only why they have the classification which they do.

3 Tshad ma / brjed byang chen mo 46b.

4 Thus, on Tsong kha pa's view, the formal argument (prayoga) is to be for-
mulated along the lines of:

sbyin pas longs spyod khrims kyis bde zhes pa *i lung chos can I rang gi

bstan by a 'i don la mi bslu bayin te I dpyad pa gsum gyis dag pa V lung

yin pa'iphyir // "The scripture which says 'From giving conies
wealth, from morality happiness' is non-belying with regard to the
proposition which it teaches, because it is a scripture [judged) im-
maculate through the three [kinds] of analysis."

Sakya mchog ldan's formulation is:

sbyin sogs chos can I spy ad pa las bde ba 'byung ste / spy ad pa las bde

ba 'byung bar rin chen phreng bar gsung pa / phyir I "Take as the

subject, giving, etc.; happiness arises from their practice, because it
is said in [Nagarjuna's] Ratndvali that happiness arises from their
practice." See Tillemans (1993a.T2—15).

5 See the extensive discussion in Sakya mchog ldan's Tshad ma rigs per gyi
dgongs rgyan. In 1.229.3-4 (= 115a), Sakya mchog ldan first gives the prayoga
with the quotation of the scriptural passage figuring as the logical reason; see
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n. 4 above. He then on L230.1 et sq. (- 115b) takes up the proofs of the
paksadharmatd, anvayavydpti and vyatirekavydpti:

tshul sgrub pa la Iphyogs chos mngon sum gyis 'grub ste /sbyinpas longs
spyod khrims kyis bde IIzhes gsungspa mngon sum gyis rnthong ba'i
phyirrgolzhigla rtags 'di 'god pa yin pa'i phyir I khyab pa sgrub pa la
rjes gro sgrub pa dang Idogpa sgrub pa '0II dangpo ni I rin chen 'pbreng
ba chos can I ranggi bstan bya'i don la mi bslu bayin te I dpyadpa
gsum gyis dag pa'i lung yin pa'i phyir II" As for proving the [reason's
three] characters, the paksadharma(td) is established by perception,
for this reason is presented to an opponent who perceptually ob-
serves the statement 'From giving comes wealth and from moral-
ity, happiness' [i.e., he sees that the statement is indeed present in
the text of the Ratndvali]. As for the proof of the pervasion (vydpti),
there are the following two [subsections]: proving anvaya and prov-
ing vyatireka. We now take lip the first [i.e., anvaya}. Take as the
subject the Ratndvali\ it is non-belying with regard to the proposi-
tions which it teaches, because it is a scripture [judged] immaculate
through the three [kinds] of analysis."

After further discussion on proving anvaya and vyatireka, Sakya mchog Idan
concludes on 1.233.3-4 (= 117a):

des na khyab pa sgrub byed kyi rigs pa bshad ma thagpa de ni I dngos
stobs zhugs kyi rtags yang dag yin te I rin chen 'phreng ba ranggi bstan
by a 'i don la mi bslu ba de I dngos stobs kyi rtags yang dag gis grub pa V
phyir II "Therefore, the aforementioned logic proving pervasion is
a valid, objective logical reason, for the fact that the Ratndvali is
non-belying with regard to what it teaches is established by means
of a valid, objective logical reason."

In short, what Tsong kha pa considered to be the "reason based on author-
ity" (yidchespa'i rtags), Sakya mchog Idan took to be the logic proving per-
vasion (khyab pa sgrub byed kyi rigs pa). But both agreed that the three char-
acters of that reason were established objectively so that it was valid and
objective (dngos stobs zhugs kyi rtags yang dag).

6 The difference between a truth theory (i.e., the necessary and sufficient
conditions defining the truth of P) and a theory of justification (i.e., the prop-
erties which allow us to reasonably determine that Pis true and satisfies the
definition) is not wholly obvious in Dharmakirti, and will have to be taken up
in a later study. On this general difference, see Kirkham (1995: 41 et sq.).
[Editor's note: see also the introduction to the present volume, pp. 6-12.]



50 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

7 PVSV (Gnoli ed.): 109.

8 PVSV (Gnoli ed.): 167.25-1683.

9 PVT of Sakyabuddhi, P. vol. nyey 60a6-60bl; D. 51b7-52a2:

nmgon sum dang rjes su dpagpas rtogs par by a ba'i don bsln ba med
pa i phyir shin tu Ikog tu gyur pa i don layang de bzhin du nges pay in
no zhes by a bayang log pay in te /gang gi phyir blang bar by a ba dang
dor bar by a ba'i don la lar tshad mas mi bslu bas 'khrul ba med par
mthongbai phyir I' des bstanpagzhan rigs pa mayinpa thams cad la
yang de Itar 'gyur ba ste I bdenpa nyiddu 'gyur ba mayin no I ci Vphyir
zhe na Iyulla lar skyes bu mams mi bslu bar mthongdu zin kyangyul
gzhan dag tuyang 'khrulpa mthong ba Vphyir ro II "Suppose it is said
that because [an authority] is non-belying (avisamvdda) with re-
gard to things which are to be understood by perception and in-
ference, it is certain that he is so [i.e., non-belying] with regard to
radically inaccessible things (atyantaparoksa) too. This is wrong for
the following reason: Given that one observes that [an authority] is
non-erroneous due to [there being a] non-belying pramdna with
regard to some things to be accepted or rejected, then in the case of
all the other things which he teaches, [but] which might not be cor-
rect, he would also have to be like that [i.e., non-belying]. This
[however] would not be true. Why? Because, though we might ob-
serve that people are non-belying on certain objects, we also ob-
serve deviance [i.e. that they are in error] (vyabhicdradarsandt) con-
cerning other objects." Cf. PVSVT^of Karnakagomin, pp. 592.27—
593.12.

The general theme of a finite number of observations not guaranteeing
certainty or pervasion concerning other cases is of course a very well-worn ar-
gument in Dharmakirti. Cf. PVSV adPV 1, k. 13 (Gnoli: 10):

na hi bahulam pakvadarsane pi sthdlyantargamanamdtrena pdkah
sidhyati vyabhicdradarsandt II "Although one might see that most
[of the rice] is cooked, the fact of [all the rice] being cooked is not
established through its merely being in the pot, for one does observe
deviance (vyabhicdradarsandt)."

Not surprisingly, Sakyabuddhi and Karnakagomin take the "code-word"
vyabhicdradarsandt m PVSV adVY I, k.318 as also indicating the usual anti-
inductive theme.

10 PVT, P. 60b4-7; PVSVT: 593.13-18.
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11 PVSVT: 394.20-22: kim tarhistasyapratyaksdnumdndgamyasydrtha-
sydnantaroktena nydyendvisamvdddd anumdnam api pravrttikdmasya pumso
'bhiprdyavasdt I vastutas tv ananumdnam sabddndm arthais saha
sambandhdbhdvdt //.

12 It might well be argued by a contemporary philosopher that it is a non-
sequitur to say that if certainty, or even full-fledgedness are denied of a type
of reasoning, so must be its status as "objective." Indeed it could be said that
is quite possible that in a system of inductive logic in some or another philos-
ophy of science, uncertain reasonings would nonetheless give us objective
knowledge. Quite true, but that is not Dharmakirti's understanding of
vastubalapravrttdnumdna, for semi-certain or uncertain inferences or quasi-
inferences nonetheless being objective (vastubalapravrtta) is never entertained
as a possibility in his system. Maybe it ought to have been, but it wasn't.

13 PVSV adVV I, k. 213 (Gnoli: 108.2-3).

14 Rescher (1995: 712):

One overarching fact pervades these divergences in the develop-
ment of pragmatism: that the doctrine can be seen either as a vali-
dation of objectively cogent standards or as a subverter of them.
There is a pragmatism of the right, a Peircian or objective pragma-
tism of'What works impersonally'-—through proving efficient and
effective for the realization of some appropriate purpose in an alto-
gether person-indifferent way ('successful prediction,' 'control over
nature,' 'efficacy in need fulfillment'). And there is a pragmatism of
the left, a Jamesian or subjective pragmatism of'What works for X'
in proving efficient and effective for the realisation of a particular
person's (or group's) wishes and desires.

Note that some type of pragmatism has also often been seen to be behind
Dharmakirti's theory of vastubalapravrttdnumdna. In a subsequent article
I hope to develop my arguments against this attribution, which is more mis-
leading than clarifying. Suffice it to say here, however, that the subjective
form of pragmatism which seems to apply to scriptural inference does not
convincingly apply to the vastubaU variety. [Editor's note: for further discus-
sion of pragmatism in Dharmakirti, see the introduction to the present vol-
ume, pp.6-12.]

15 Hayes (1984: 646).



3: Pre-Dharmakirti Commentators
On Dignaga's Definition of a Thesis

jk DOMINANT THEME in the writings of Erich Frauwallner and Ernst
/ - \ Steinkellner has been the attempt to trace the philosophical devel-

JL jLopment of the Buddhist logician, Dharmakirti (6th-7th century
C.E.). As their contributions show, in this research it is not only impor-
tant to trace Dharmaklrti's positions as they evolved throughout his own
works on epistemology and logic, but it is equally necessary to gain as
much information as possible on the opponents against whom Dharma-
kirti argued. And not just the non-Buddhists: we need to collect and an-
alyze the fragmentary presentations of the views of the other Buddhist
commentators on Dignaga, positions which Dharmakirti sought to refute
and which often motivated him to formulate his own particular inter-
pretation of Dignaga. In what follows, we shall call these latter com-
mentators "pre-Dharmaklrti" in the sense that their works and ideas were
anterior intellectual influences on Dharmakirti—it does, of course, have to
be allowed that at least some of them might not have been pre-Dharma-
kirti in a purely chronological sense and could have been his approximate
contemporaries.1

Amongst these pre-Dharmaklrti commentators on Dignaga—none of
whose actual works survive either in the original or in translation—one
stands out fairly clearly: IsVarasena, Dharmaklrti's probable teacher, who
wrote a commentary on Dignaga's Pramdnasamuccaya (PS), one against
which Dharmakirti repeatedly argued.2 Let us summarize some of the ba-
sic elements of recent research on Is'varasena's philosophical stance. Al-
though IsVarasena's name is extremely rarely mentioned explicitly in In-
dian texts, Steinkellner3 has shown that he was nonetheless spoken of by
name by Arcata and Durvekamis'ra in connection with a position on non-
perception (anupalabdhi). The position was, namely, that nonperception

53
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of x was just the lack of perception of x (upalabdhyabhdvamdtra), the
mere fact that one does not see x (adarsanamdtra), and that this consti-
tuted a separate means of valid cognition (pramdndntara) for proving xs
nonexistence or absence. This position, which was rejected by Dharma-
kirti, was linked with an essentially inductive account of valid reasons,
where absence of the reason in dissimilar instances (vipaksa) was to be
established by mere lack of perception. In other words, the general prin-
ciple, or pervasion (vydpti), would be established as not having any coun-
terexamples merely because one does not see any. This is the position
which Dharmakirti went to great pains to reject in Pramdnavdrttika
(PV) I, proposing instead a necessary absence of counterexamples based
on a fact in reality, viz., the natural connection (svabhdvapmtibandha)
existing between the terms in the inference.

Subsequently, in his Hetubindu (HB), Dharmakirti would also argue
at length against a theory which held that a valid reason needed six char-
acters (sadlaksana), instead of the usual three. While the attribution of
the sadlaksanahetu doctrine to Is'varasena is still on the level of a rea-
sonable hypothesis, unconfirmed by any specific Indian sources, it is at
least corroborated in the indigenous Tibetan commentary on the Pramd-
naviniscaya by rGyal tshab dar ma rin chen, where Isvarasena is named
in connection with the sadlaksanahetu doctrine.4 Isvarasena, quite pos-
sibly in reply to Dharmaklrti's initial critique, seems to have realized
that his inductive method of proving the absence of counterexamples
was insufficient, and thus proposed three supplementary criteria for va-
lidity,5 all of which were rejected by Dharmakirti. In short, we can thus
reasonably assume with Steinkellner that Isvarasena was the major cat-
alyst for Dharmaklrti's own interpretation and defense of the triply char-
acterized reason (trirupahetu), his notion of natural connections, and
his views on nonperception.6

Besides Isvarasena, there were some other, much more obscure, Bud-
dhist commentators on Dignaga against whom Dharmakirti consecrated
some of his argumentation: in PV IV, k. 27 and 122 Dharmakirti was
apparently refuting "a commentator on Dignaga's Nydyarnukha" (nydya-
mukhatikdkdra) whose name is recorded in the Tibetan translation of
this portion of Sakyabuddhi's Pramdnavdrttikatikd(PVT) as "Mang po
len pa'i bu."7 S. Watanabe, in his article on this subject,8 has speculated
that aMang po len pa'i bu" might be restored as "Bahuleya," but this is
conjectural and both names are, to our knowledge at least, unfindable
in any other works. Compounding the mystery somewhat is that
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Sakyabuddhi seems to have alluded to other commentators on the Nydy-
amukhay that is, he spoke of Mang po len pa'i bu la sogspa (= ddi "and
others"); and Vibhuticandra's annotations also mention "the commen-
tator on the Nydyamukhaand others." Now, there probably waste least
one other major Indian commentator on the Nydyamukha: Chinese
sources tell us that Dharmapala commented on the Yin ming lun, which
is the Chinese name for the Nydyamukha? However, this work of Dhar-
mapala has not survived in the original, in translation or in fragments,
and it is thus impossible to know what its specific positions might have
been.

Much more significant in the fourth chapter of the Pramdnavdrttika
is the position of the/a "commentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya." This
pramanasamuccayatikakara—which, as we shall see below, is the way he
is repeatedly identified by Dharmaklrti's own commentators—is one of
the opponents in the large section of PVIV which treats Dignaga's defi-
nition of the thesis (paksa; pratijnd) in a logical argument. We can as-
sume that we are dealing, once again, with Is'varasena:

(a) Is'varasena is, after all, the only pre-Dharmakirti com-
mentator on PS that we know of.

(b) Especially if the sadlaksanahetu ascription is correct,
lsvarasena was particularly influential in the develop-
ment of key aspects in several of Dharmaklrti's works,
so that it would be no exaggeration to say that many of
the main elements of Dharmaklrti's thought on logical
matters developed in a dialectical relationship with
lsvarasena.

(c) Just as IsVarasena played such an important role in PV
I, so too it would be reasonable to assume that he is the
one whose ideas recur in PV IV.

Let me briefly give the background from Dignaga and some of the main
elements in the section on the thesis in PV IV. A translation and detailed
explanation of the relevant verses from PV IV is appearing in an ongoing
series of articles, and we shall try to avoid burdening the notes excessively
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here.10 As is well known by now, Dignaga gave two definitions of the the-
sis in NM and PS, definitions whose wording differed but which were
essentially the same in meaning (as Dharmakirti in fact took pains to
show in PVIV, k. 86—88). For our purposes it is the definition given in
PS III, the chapter on inference-for-others (pardrthdnttmdna) which
concerns us, for in this chapter Dignaga gave a specification of a num-
ber of requirements which a valid thesis should satisfy, each one of which
was commented upon in extenso by Dharmakirti in PV IV. The defini-
tion is as follows:

PS III, k. 2: svariipenaiva nirdesyah svayam isto 'nirdkrtah /
pratyaksdrthdnumdndptaprasiddhena svadharmini //"[A valid
thesis] is one which is intended (ista) by [the proponent] him-
self (svayam) as something to be stated (nirdesya) in its proper
form alone (svariipenaiva) [i.e., as a sddhya]; [and] with re-
gard to [the proponent's] own subject (svadharrnin), it is not
opposed (anirdkrta) by perceptible objects (pratyaksdrtha), by
inference (anumdna), by authorities (dpta) or by what is com-
monly recognized (prasiddha)."11

Dignaga himself, in his Pramdnasamuccayavrtti (PSV) on PS III, k.
2, commented upon the words svarupenaiva nirdesyah as serving to elim-
inate unestablished reasons and examples from being theses, thus sup-
posedly insuring that his definition would avoid the faults incurred by
rival definitions, such as the pratijndlaksana put forth in Gautama's
Nydyasutra 1.1.33.12 The phrase svayam ista, however, eliminated the-
ses which were just positions found in a treatise, and which were not
those of the proponent himself. We cite the relevant passage as follows:

PSV adVS III, k.2: bdagnyid 'dodpazhes bya ba ni 'disni bstan
bcos la mi bltospa'i khas blangs pa bstan pa yin no II "This
[phrase], svayam ista, shows (darsayati) an acceptance (abhy-
upagama) which does not rely upon treatises (sdstrdnapeksa)"Xi

The section in PV IV commenting upon the word svayam (PV IV,
k. 42-90) contains the most significant argumentation against what can
plausibly be presumed to be Isvarasena's positions. Dharmakirti argued
there against the view that because the proponent accepted a treatise, all
properties ascribed by the treatise to the subject (dharmin) must also be
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part of the thesis for which the proponent is responsible. According to
this view, when the proponent seeks to prove that sound is imperma-
nent, the reason, "being produced" (krtakatva), not only will have to
prove impermanence, but should also not contradict any of the proper-
ties which the proponent's treatise (in particular, the Vaisesikasutras) as-
cribe to sound, such as that it is a "quality of space" (dkdsaguna). Now,
the argumentation up until PVIV, k. 69 is clearly directed at non-Bud-
dhists. As the repeated advocacy of dkdsagunatva and other well-known
Vais'esika tenets suggests, we are dealing with an adversary who adheres
to basic Nyaya-Vais'esika positions. Equally, then, the adversary's view
on the thesis, or equivalently on "what is being proven" (sddhya), must
also be one which was, broadly speaking, ascribable to the Nyaya-
Vais'esika.14 From k. 69 on, however, we see that virtually the same po-
sition on the thesis is attributed to a Buddhist, whom Prajnakaragupta
terms "a commentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya' (pramdnasamucca-
yasya vydkhydtr). Here, then, is PV IV, k. 69 with the introductory pas-
sage from Prajnakaragupta's Pramdnavdrttikabhdsya (PVBh):

PVBh: 510.8—11: pramdnasamuccayasya vydkhydtd prdha I

sdstrdbhyupagamdt sddhyatd sakalasya sdstradrstasydnyathd

idstrdbhyupagamasya vyarthatd I na hi tadarthdsddhyatdydm

sdstropagamah kvacid upayogi I abhyupagamam vdrhati /

svdtantrena pramanena na kimcit I tasmdd up agamy a sdstram

tadarthah sddhaniyah / tatas tadvirodhe dosa eva I! "A com-

mentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya says [the following]: *Be-

cause one accepts a treatise, all which is found in the treatise

is to be proved (sddhya). Otherwise, accepting a treatise would

be meaningless. Indeed, if its propositions were not the sddhya,

then accepting the treatise would not he of use for anything,

nor would one be entitled to accept fit]. Nothing is [effectu-

ated] by an autonomous pramdna. Therefore, once one has

accepted a treatise, the property [mentioned] in it becomes the

sddhya. Thus, when there is a contradiction with the [treatise],

a fault does indeed occur.' [Dharmakirti replies:]"15

PV1V, k. 69: sdstrdbhyupagamdt sddhyah sdstradrsto 'khiloyadi

/pratijFid siddhadrstdntahetuvddahprasajyate//"Suppose rhai

because one accepted a treatise, all [dharmas] found in the

treatise would be being proved (sddhya). Then it would follow
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absurdly that a statement of an unestablished example or rea-

son would have to be a thesis."

T h e first half of the kdrikd represents the adversary's view, while the

last half is Dharmaklr t i drawing the consequence that this adversary

would fall into exactly the same trap as one who accepts the definition

in Nydyasutra 1.1.33. W h a t stands out clearly is the fact that the "com-

mentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya did hold the same view on the

thesis, or sddhya, as the Nyaya-Vaisesikas against w h o m Dharmaklr t i

argued in the kdrikds preceeding k. 69. Let us from here on, in keeping

with the arguments sketched out above, speak of this commenta tor on

PS as being IsVarasena.

It might be, prima facie at least, unclear how Isvarasena's view on the

sddhya, as found in P V I V , k. 69 and PVBh adcit., could have been rec-

onciled with Dignaga's idea in PSV that the proponent 's position should

not rely on a treatise (sdstrdnapeksa)—after all IsVarasena does accept that

the thesis, or sddhya, includes properties ment ioned in treatises, and

thus is not independent of treatise-based positions. W e might, however,

reasonably hypothesize that IsVarasena took Dignaga's sdstrdnapeksa as

meaning "no reliance on treatises which are unaccepted by the propo-

nent at the t ime of the debate." This interpretation is borne out fairly

well if we look at the adversary's view discussed in PV IV, k. 72—once

again Sakyabuddhi's P V T (322a3) identifies h im as being a/the "com-

mentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya" ftshad ma kun las btuspa'i tikd

byedpa --- pramdnasamuccayatlkdkdra)—and as before, Isvarasena seems

by far the most reasonable candidate. H e proposed the following ex-

planation for svayam: the word is needed to show that the treatise in

question, whose properties are the sddhya> is the very one which the pro-

ponent himself accepts now, rather than some treatise which he accepted

earlier, but now rejects. Here is Devendrabuddhi 's explanation of the

views which Dharmaklr t i is refuting in PV IV, k. 72 et seq.:

PVP 338a7-8: bstan bcos cungzadsugar khas blangspa degang

yin pa de bor nas I rtsodpa V dus su bdag nyid kyi dodpas bstan

hcos gzhan la brten pa'i rgolbayang 'gal ba yod pa ma yin no

zhes II "Having given up some previously accepted treatise,

then it is not contradictory that at the time of the debate the

proponent relies on another treatise as he himself wishes."16
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In short, svayam a la IsVarasena would have served to eliminate doubt
about which treatise is to be the basis for the sddhya.

Let us now try to summarize IsVarasena's position and contrast it with
that of Dharmakirti:

(a) IsVarasena seems to have interpreted Dignaga as still al-
lowing that the positions in a treatise would also have to
be the proponent's sddhya or thesis, providing the propo-
nent accepted that treatise himself.

(b) He interpreted svayam in a manner which would be con-
sistent with the idea that properties mentioned in an ac-
cepted treatise were also the sddhya. In particular, svayam
did not eliminate #//treatises, but only those which the
proponent might have once accepted, but now rejected.

(c) Isvarasena thus may well have interpreted PS V's phrase
sdstrdnapeksam abhyupagamam darsayati as meaning that
svayam ista shows a position which does not rely upon
any treatises which are not accepted by the proponent
himself at the time of the debate.

(d) Dharmakirti took Dignaga's statements in PSV about
no reliance upon treatises (sdstrdnapeksa) much more
radically: at the time the proponent makes an inference
concerning rationally accessible matters he does not rely
upon, or even accept, any treatises at all; the positions
in the treatise do not count as being the sddhya; infer-
ence which functions by the force of [real] entities (vas-
tubalapravrttdnumdna) is completely independent of all
scriptures and treatises.17

(e) The word svayam does not serve to indicate which trea-
tise is to be taken into account to determine the sddhya.
It shows that only those properties which the proponent
intends to prove himself are the sddhya (see PV IV, k.
42). Unrelated properties, which happen to be mentioned
in a treatise but are unintended by the proponent in the
specific debate, are irrelevant (see PV IV, k. 56 and 57).
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This, then, is what we can glean about the views of the "commentator
on the Pramdnasamuccaya" on the thesis-definition, a commentator
whom we have taken to be Is'varasena.18 If we are right in our identifi-
cations and attributions, then a picture of what must have been a com-
plex dialectic emerges: Isvarasena seems to have attempted to reconcile
Dignaga's views in PS III, k. 2 and PSV with an essentially Naiyayika
position on the sddhya—viz., that the sddhya is not independent of trea-
tises. This uneasy combination then led him to a very strained inter-
pretation of Dignaga's proviso, svayam. Dharmaklrti, by contrast, sim-
plified things and vociferously rejected both those aspects of Is'varasena's
interpretation of Dignaga. In so doing, he reinforced his general posi-
tion in PV that logical argument on rationally accessible matters stands
or falls only on its own merits and not because of any appeals to au-
thority or tradition.

Finally, it is worthwhile to remark that there was probably at least one
other commentator whose views on svayam seem to have served, in some
measure, to stimulate Dharmakirti's own thought. In PV IV, k. 76 et
seq. Dharmakirti argued against an adversary (anya) who maintained
that svayam was destined to eliminate all treatise-based qualities of the
subject (dharmin). In other words, when we prove sound is imperma-
nent, we are speaking only of sound as it is recognized (prasiddha) by
common individuals, and not of the theoretical entity, "sound," which
is described in the Vaisesikasutras as being a quality of space (dkdsaguna):
according to this adversary, svayam insures that the dharmin is indeed
prasiddha. Dharmakirti's reply in PV IV, k. 77 is that elimination of
"theoretical," and hence not commonly recognized, dharmim is at any
rate already presupposed in any debate on whether a dharmin has the
property to be proved (sddhyadharma). As soon as it is understood that
the dharmin is not the commonly recognized real entity, the debate will
simply cease. Hence, svayam, if explained as assuring commonly recog-
nized dharmim, would perform no needed function at all.19

It is far from clear who /A/V adversary was: the commentators say noth-
ing. Vibhuticandra ( P W - n adk. 76, n. 3) does, however, classify him
as a tikdkdra ("commentator"), suggesting that he was not just a hypo-
thetical opponent. However, we have no way of knowing whether he
was perhaps the nydyamukhatlkdkdra spoken of in PV IV, k. 27 and
122 or whether he was someone else. One thing seems likely: he was not
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the same person as "the commentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya" for
his views on svayam serving to eliminate all treatise-based qualities of the
dharmin would run counter to those of the PS-commentator whom we
have hypothesized to be IsVarasena.

N O T E S TO CHAPTER 3

The original publication of this article is preceeded by the following statement

of dedication: "The present article is offered to D. Seyfort Ruegg as a gesture

of respect and thanks, and with the wish that Prof. Seyfort Ruegg's exemplary

philological skills, erudition and philosophical openness may long continue to

inspire those who investigate Indo-Tibetan thought."

1 A difference between chronological and intellectual orders is more than

just a theoretical possibility: it may well have occurred in other contexts in

Buddhist philosophy, notably the relationship between Jnanasrimitra, Ratna-

kirti and Ratnakaras'anti, as is argued in Mimaki (1992).

2 See Frauwallner (1961: 862-63).

3 Steinkellner(1966:78).

4 Steinkellner (1988: n. 47).

5 Viz., (4) abddhitavisayatva ("[the reason's] not having as its object a [pro-

perty] which is invalidated [by direct perception]"); (5) vivaksitaikasamkhyatva

("that [the reason's] singularity is intended"); (6) jmitatva ("that [the reason]

is known"). See HB VI in Steinkellner (1967: vol. 2, p. 70f). It is particularly

the fourth character which would remedy the inadequacies of the inductive

procedure by eliminating the exceptional cases where mere non-observation

of counterexamples turned out to be misleading.

6 See Steinkellner (1966; 1967: chap. 5, 6 and notes) and (1988:

1438-1441, n. 47 and 56).

7 PVT 313b2-3: gangyang Itar snang bcas brjod sogs bkodpa 'i zhes by a ba la

sogs pa la mangpo lenpa'i bu la sogs pa rigs pa'i sgo'i tlkd byed pa daggis.. .Cf.

PVP 326b8 rigs pa'i sgo 'grel bshad byed pa and Vibhuticandra's PVV-n adk.
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27, n. 4, nydyamukhatikdkdrddi. On the actual arguments, see Watanabe
(1976) and our translation of PV IV, k. 27 and P W in Tillemans (1987), as
well as in Tillemans (1991a).

8 Watanabe (1976: 982, n. 28).

9 See Frauwallner (1961: 861 and n. 44) on the Yin ming lun\ see also Tille-
mans (1990:11-13) on Dharmapala's works.

10 [Editor's note: the PV IV translations were published in a series of articles
in WZKS; see Tillemans (1986c, 1987, 1992b, 1993b, and 1995b). These
translations have now been compiled and will appear shortly in a book from
Vienna. I

11 PS Tib.: ranggi ngo bo kho nar bstan II bdag 'dod ranggi chos can la II
mngon sum don dang rjes dpag dang IIyid ches grags pas ma bsal ba o II Skt. of
svarupenaiva... 'nirdkrtah is found in Dharmakirti's NB III, 38. The restitu-
tion of PS III, k. 2 follows Frauwallner (1957: 885); see also Van Bijlert
(1989:72). Cf. NM, k. 1:

svayam sddhyatvenepsitah pakso viruddhdrthdnirdkrtah II "The the-
sis is what is intended by [the proponent] himself as the sddhya
[and] is not opposed by contradicting states of affairs."

See the edition and translation of NM in Bptsura (1977:109).

12 On Dharmakirti and Dignaga's arguments against NS 1.1.33s definition,
viz., sddhyanirdesah pratijnd("a. statement of something which is to be estab-
lished is a thesis"), see Tillemans (1987:152f).

13 PSVb: 125al, Kitagawa: 471. Cf. also the Skt. fragment of PS found in
PVBh 495.2 [Kitagawa (1973: 129, n. 166)]: svayam iti sdstrdnapeksam
abhyupagamam darsayati. See also the article by M. Ono (1986), which dis-
cusses Dharmakirti's development of Dignaga's definition of the thesis. As
Ono points out, while PSV took svayam ista together, Dharmakirti made a
significant split between svayam and ista, using the latter to refute sophisms
of the Sarnkhyas and Carvakas which turned on word-play and equivocation
Following PV IV, k. 28-29, then, the definition in PS III gave specifications
of four basic requirements which a valid thesis should satisfy, requirements
embodied by svarupena, the particle eva ("only"; "alone") in svarupenaiva,
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ista ("intended") and svayam ("himself)—each one of these four was devel-
oped by Dharmakirti in PV IV.

PVIV, k. 28-29: gamydrthatve 'pi sddhyokter asammohdya laksanam
I tac caturlaksanam rupanipdtestasvayampadaih II asiddhdsddhandr-
thoktavddyabhyupagatagrahah I anukto 'picchayd vydptah sddhya
dtmdrthavan matah II "Although the statement of what is to be
proven (sddhya = paksa) is something which can be understood [by
implication], the [defining] characteristic [of the thesis] was [stated]
to dispel confusion. This [sddhya]'has four characteristics: By means
of the words 'proper form' (riipa), 'alone' (nipdta, 'particle' = eva),
'intended' (ista) and 'himself (svayam), one understands that [the
thesis] is unestablished [for the opponent], is not a sddhana [i.e., rea-
son or example], is stated according to the [real] sense and is what
is accepted by the proponent (vddin). Even though not [explicitly]
stated, what is pervaded by the [proponent's] intention is held to
be the sddhya, as in [the Samkhya's argument that the eyes, etc. are]
for the use of the Self (dtman)."

Note that we have amended Miyasaka's reading of k. 28 in keeping with
Frauwallner (1957:884).

14 Cf. Dharmaklrti's presentation of this view in PVin 291a 5—6:

bstan bcos khas blangspa 'iphyir de la mthong ba thams cad bsgrubpar
by a bay in no zhes dogs pa sridpar 'gyur ro //"The doubt could arise
that because one accepts a treatise, all which is found there [in the
treatise] is the sddhya."

Although neither Dharmakirti nor his commentators explicitly identify
which Nyaya-Vais'esika(s) held this, it seems clear that Uddyotakara did hold
it. This is brought out in the latter philosopher's attack on the specification
sdstrdnapeksa in the passage from PSV adl?S III, k. 2 given above. Uddyota-
kara argued that if svayam showed that the position which the proponent
sought to prove was really independent of sastra (sdstrdnapeksa), then we
should ask what is meant by sastra. If the latter meant what is not contra-
dicted by perception or scripture, then not relying on sastra would be tanta-
mount to holding and proving a false view.

NV adNS 1.1.33, p. 282, 4-8: yad api svayamsabdena sdstrdna-
peksam abhyupagamam darsayatiti atroktam I kim uktam Ipardvajnd-
nasydyuktatvdd ity evamddi I kim punah sdstram yad anapeksam
abhyupagamam darsayati I nanu sdstram pratyaksdgamdbhydm avi-
ruddham Idgamas tadanapeksam abhyupagamam darsayatiti bruvatd
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pramdnakam artham abhyupaittty uktam Iyas cdpramanako 'bhyu-
pagamo ndsdv abhyiipagantum svasthdtmand yuktah I ndpi pratipd-
dayitum yukta iti /.

Note also that Prajnakaragupta (in his introduction to PV IV, k. 53)
describes the adversary as holding the view that if one engaged in debate
without accepting a treatise, one would simply be a caviller (vaitandika)
and a nihilist (ndstika), raising objections without having a position of one's
own. These are, of course, typically Naiyayika terms, and the adversary's
views would indeed be in keeping with the definition of debate (vdda) in NS
1.2.1, which speaks of vdda not contradicting the school's philosophical
tenets (siddhdntdviruddha). For the Naiyayika, arguing without holding a
system of tenets at all would be cavil (vitandd) as defined in NS 1.2.3.

15 Manorathanandin simply speaks of "followers of the Acarya" (dcdryiydh).
Cf.PW: 438.10-11:

yadapy dhur dcdryiydh sdstram abhynpagamya yadd vddah kriyate tadd
s'dstradrstasya sakalasya dharmasya sddhyatety atrdha //"But the fol-
lowers of the Acarya [Dignaga] argue, 'When a debate is engaged in
after one has accepted a treatise, then at that time all the dharmas
found in the treatise are the sddhya! Here [Dharmakirti] replies..."

16 Cf. PW-n. adk. 72, n. 2:

svikrtasdstram muktvd vddakdle sdstrdntaram icchayd hzbhyait Yigikar-
tum //"Having abandoned a treatise which he had accepted, then
at the time of the debate another treatise could be accepted as
wished."

17 See e.g., PV IV, k. 48 (additions follow PW):

uktam ca ndgamdpeksam anumdnam svagocare / siddham tena susid-
dham tan na tadd sdstram iksyate//"Now, it has [already] been said
that an inference [which functions by the force of entities (vastu-
balapravrttdnumdna)] does not depend upon scripture with regard
to its object, [i.e., what is to be proved (sddhya)]. What is established
by such an [inference], is well established; at the time [of making
such an inference], a treatise is not taken into account."

The point applies specifically to vastubalapravrttdnumdna, which concerns
rationally decidable propositions (like sound being impermanent) whose truth
or falsity can be known objectively by logical reasoning alone. Note, however,
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that Dharmakirti certainly does allow reliance upon treatises when one is de-
liberating about rationally inaccessible matters (like the details of karmic retri-
bution), which are radically inaccessible (atyantaparoksa) and cannot be
known in any way other than by relying upon scripture. See PVIV, k. 50ff
and 94ff. See also the introduction to Tillemans (1993a: 9ff), as well as my
translations and explanations of PV IV, k.48 and 50 in Tillemans (1993b).

18 The "commentator on the Pramdnasamuccaya does reappear in Deven-
drabuddhi and Sakyabuddhi's elaboration of the discussion of the four types
of "opposition" mentioned in the latter half of the thesis-definition. This dis-
cussion begins at PV IV, k. 91-92, where Dharmakirti gives a general expla-
nation of the need to include the provision anirdkrta ("not opposed") and
presents the four types of possible opposition, viz., by perceptible objects
(pratyaksdrtha), inference (amimdna), authorities (dpta, i.e., scriptures or the
proponent's own words) and wbiat is commonly recognized (prasiddha). De-
vendrabuddhi (PVP 342b8), commenting on k. 92, spoke of "some people'
('ga' zhig) who seem to have interpreted the compound pratyaksdrthdmimd-
ndptaprasiddhena differently—Sakyabuddhi then identifies them as commen-
tators on PS:

PVT 325a 1: 'dir yang 'ga' zhig ces by a ba ni tshad ma kun las btus
pa 'i tikd byed pa dag ste I de dag ni tshiggsum zlas dbye ba by as nas
rab tu gragspa 7 sgra dang Igsurnpa 'i de V skyes bur khas ten cinggrags
pa / sgra yang re re la mngon par sbyor bar byed do II.

The explanation in PVP and PVT is frustratingly brief and obscure, but it
seems that the "commentators on PS" held that prasiddha qualified the
dvandva compound pratyaksdrtha-anumdna-dpta, "what is commonly recog-
nized through pratyaksdrtha, amimdna, and dpta." The whole compound be-
comes an instrumental tatpurusa. However, while the position may have
been that of IsVarasena, it did not provoke any argumentation in PV itself,
but only a short reply by two of Dharmakirti's commentators. Oddly
enough, Sakyabuddhi speaks of "commentarors on the Pramdnasamuccaya"
thus using the plural tikd byed pa dag—it is not clear to us what we should
make of this plural.

19PVIV, k. 76:

samayahitabhedasya parihdrena dharminah /prasiddhasya grhityar-
thdm jagdddnyah svayams'rutim II "Another [commentator] has said
that by [its] elimination [of any dharmin] which has a particularity
superimposed by a [philosophical] tradition, the word svayam has
the purpose of specifying a commonly recognized subject (dharmin)!'
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PVIV, k. 77:

vicdraprastuter eva prasiddhah siddha dsrayah Isvecchdkalpitabhedesu
paddrthesv avivddatah II "Since there is actually an undertaking of
an investigation [as to whether the property to be proved (sddhya-
dharma) is present or not in the subject: (dharmin)], then the locus
(dsmya) will be established as commonly recognized; for there is no
debate about things whose particularities are imagined according to
one's own wishes."



LOGIC 



4: On Pararthanumana, Theses and Syllogisms

IN 1984 1 PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE entitled "Stir le pardrthanumana en
logique bouddhique,"1 whfre I argued, amongst other things, that it
is an important logico-philosophical point that an inference-for-oth-

ers (pardrthdnumdna), taken along Dharmaklrtian lines, cannot state a
conclusion or thesis (paksa; pratijnd).11 argued that this point—and oth-
ers—fundamentally differentiate this version of pardrthdnumdna from
Aristotelian syllogisms. Specifically, if we take a typical pardrthdnumdna
such as, "Whatever is produced is impermanent, like a vase. Now, sound
is produced," the point of this logical form is not to show an actual de-
duction of the conclusion, "Sound is impermanent," but rather to show
only those elements which would prove such a deduction. In short a
pardrthdnumdna only presents the "provers" (sddha?ia) of a conclusion or
thesis, viz., the triply characterized reason (trirupahetu; trirupalinga), as
it is only that which has the "power" to prove.3 It presents these sddhana,
however, in a very specific way: to take the above-mentioned case, the
pardrthdnumdna shows that the reason "producthood" (krlakatva) is a
valid prover in that the universal implication, or "pervasion" (vydpti),
holds, as does the specific case at hand, the so-called paksadharmatva, or
"fact that the reason is a quality of the subject."

In any case—so I argued in 1984 on the basis of Dharmaklrti and his
commentators—a thesis will never prove itself or even contribute in the
slightest to its own proof and thus is not considered a sddhana by Dhar-
maklrti: it is therefore important for Dharmaklrti that the thesis-statement
(paksavacana) be absent from a well-formed pardrthdnumdna. By con-
trast, in whichever way we analyse Aristotle's idea of a syllogism in the first
book of the Prior Analytics; whether we see it as a ride along the lines of
"P; Q; therefore R"'or as a proposition like "If / 'and Q then /?," in any

69
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case, the syllogism must have a conclusion (R). Such was my argument
in 1984 against treating a pardrthdnumdna as a syllogism and so it re-
mains in philosophical and logical discussions on the theme of pardr-
thdnumdna versus syllogisms. In such discussions, as we shall see below,
we make a justifiable gain in simplicity by dealing with the final devel-
oped form of the pardrthdnumdna, i.e., the form to which Dignaga's and
Dharmakirti's earlier thought was tending.

The historical question as to when exactly the thesis-statement was de-
finitively banned from pardrthdnumdnasy however, is more complicated
than I had thought in 1984. The present: article will provide some evi-
dence to show that the case for Dignaga in the Pramdnasamuccaya (PS)
and Dharmakirti in his early works is probably somewhat different from
what I, or the Dharmaklrtian commentators, made it out to be. Dhar-
makirti himself seems to have changed his position from that of his ear-
lier works, such as Pramdnavdrttika and Nydyabindu, to that of his later
Hetubindu and Vddanydya. In fact, it is really in the Vddanydya that the
prohibition on thesis-statements is at its most clear and absolute—there
he stresses that since the statement of a thesis (pratijndvacana) is useless
(vyartha), then presenting such a thesis or conclusion in the statement
of a sddhana (sddhanavdkya) is a "point of defeat," or nigrahasthdnay for
the proponent.4

While I'm not a partisan of the current tendency to exaggerate the dif-
ferences between Dignaga's and Dharmakirti's philosophies—e.g., I
don't believe that Dharmakirti "washed away Dignaga's philosophical
accomplishments"5—I do think that here on the question of the mem-
bers of'a pardrthdnumdna, Dharmakirti inherited an inelegant and overly
complicated position from his master, one which did nonetheless con-
tain a number of core ideas that Dharmakirti, over time, struggled with
and tried to unravel and simplify. Unfortunately, some of Dharmakirti's
own commentators, such as Prajnakaragupta and Santaraksita, in true
scholastic fashion, attempted to show that Dharmakirti's (later) view
was completely consonant with the textual evidence in Dignaga. In other
words, Prajnakaragupta et al. wished to show that Dharmakirti's view
was unoriginal and already wholly present in PS. This, I think, was a
mistake and blurred a rather complex historical development for Indo-
Tibetan writers, and indeed also for the present author when he wrote
his article on this subject in 1984.
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Dignaga and Dharmakirti on
the absence of a thesis-statement in a pararthanumana

Dharmakirti himself finds only one source in Dignaga concerning the
role of the thesis-statement. This is PS III, k. led:

tatrdnumeyanirdeso hetvarthavisayo matah I. "In this regard,

the presentation of the inferendum is held to concern the goal

of the reason."

He invokes this passage in PV IV, k. 18ab,6 and interprets it quite cor-
rectly as showing that thesis-statement has no power to prove anything,
i.e., that it is not a sddhana, an interpretation which, no doubt, fits well
with what Dignaga himself says in the Pramdnasamuccayavrtti:

PSV adPS III, k. led: yan lag rnams nasgang rjes su dpagpar

by a ba bstan pa de ni kho bo caggi sgrub byed nyid du mi 'dod

de I de nyid the tshom skyedpar byed pa 'iphyir ro II (Kitagawa:

471.5-7) "Amongst the members, the presentation of the in-
ferendum is not held by us to be a sddhana, for it engenders
doubt."

Nonetheless, PV IV, k. 18's interpretation of PS III, k. led is a far cry
from justifying the later Dharmakirtian view in Vddanydya that the the-
sis-statement should not be in a pardrthdnumdna. In other words, it is
clear that in PS Dignaga did not consider the thesis-statement as being
a sddhana, but nevertheless he most likely allowed its presence in a. pardr-
thdnumdna—we shall see more on this below. Dharmakirti, in the
Vddanydya, seems to have gone one step further on his own in saying
that if the thesis-statement is not a sddhana it should not be in a
pardrthdnumdna. How much Dharmakirti was conscious that this ad-
ditional step was his own is difficult to say. At any rate, his discussion
in PV of Dignaga's actual words can, with little difficulty, be taken as
showing that he realized that Dignaga in PS only went so far as to deny
that the thesis-statement is a sddhana.7 Indeed, I now think that there
are good reasons for thinking that Dharmakirti in PV held this same po-
sition.

In a recent study on the notion of paksdbhdsa ("fallacies of the thesis")
in pre-Dignaga logicians, Dignaga and Dharmakirti, Masahiro Inami
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has shown that the use of the paksavacana can be profitably compared
with the development of the closely related concept ofpaksdbhdsa* In-
ami is of the opinion that Dharmaklrti in PV, the PVin and the NB ad-
hered to the same position as Dignaga in PS III, i.e., he permitted the
presence of a thesis, all the while denying that it had any status as a
sddhana. In this phase Dharmaklrti, like Dignaga before him, also still
accepted paksdbhdsa, as we see by the discussions in PV IV, PVin III and
NB III. The ban on thesis-statements comes later in the Hetubindu (HB)
and Vddanydya (VN) and coincides with his rejection of the theory of
paksdbhdsa.

Inami's account is, I think, correct, as it seems reasonable to assume
that there must be a correlation between the acceptance and rejection
of paksdbhdsa and that of the thesis-statement. After all, it is incongru-
ous to give an account of paksdbhdsa in a chapter on pardrthdnumdna
and yet maintain that the thesis-statement can under no circumstances
be given in such a logical form! I might remark, though, that in prac-
tice, when Dharmaklrti gives actual pardrthdnumdna in texts such as
PV IV, k. 22; NB III, 8, 21, 23, etc.; and PVin III, he does not give the-
ses, but only presents a two-membered form. The "permissibility" of
thesis-statements, then, is at most a theoretical possibility for Dharma-
klrti at this stage, but one which he himself did not, to my knowledge,
avail himself of in his own argumentation.

Now, Inami's account—to which I am heavily indebted—could be
supplemented with one of the motivation behind Dharmakirti's evolu-
tion. There seem to be two basic motivations. One is Dharmakirti's
view (from his early works on) that the thesis is known by arthdpatti
("presumption") and is hence unnecessary in the pardrthdnumdna. Whereas
Dignaga in PS stresses that the thesis is not a sddhana, but that it may
be stated to show the "goal of the reason," i.e., the proposition which
the argument is about, Dharmaklrti goes one step further in suggesting
that this proposition is at any rate indirectly known by means of the
statement of the vydpti and paksadharmatva in a pardrthdnumdna. Pro-
gressively he realizes that Dignaga's function for the thesis-statement in
terms of hetvarthavisayatva is usurped by the indirect knowledge stem-
ming from hearing the two other members. In fact, he gives various for-
mulations explaining just how the conclusion can be known from the
pardrthdnumdna: in PV IV, k. 22 he uses the term arthdt ("by implica-
tion"); in NB he speaks of sdmarthydt; and in PVin IIP we find him us-
ing arthdpattyd (Tib. dongyis go bas). Indeed, what seems to be at stake
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is "presumption" (arthdpatti)—the conclusion is "presumed' from the
two statements in the pardrthdnumdna in that these two statements
could not both be true unless the conclusion were also.10 But what is of
interest for us here is that it seems that it was the fact that the thesis was
known indirectly from the other two statements in a pardrthdnumdna
which was one of the driving forces behind Dharmakirti's own changes
of position. In PV IV, PVin, and NB Dharmakirti probably took the
view that the thesis-statement was dispensable because known by im-
plication, but that it could be used and could have paksdbhdsa. Later,
from the HB on, it was the same fact of sdrnarthya which led him to view
thesis-statements as completely redundant and to abandon talk of them
(and paksdbhdsa) altogether.

HB 5.23—24: atra sdmar\hydd evapratijndrthasyapratiter na
pratij naydh pray ogah /"Here, because the thesis is known just
simply by implication there is no need for the thesis."

The other driving force for abandoning the thesis-statement completely
was the fact, already recognized by Dignaga, that the thesis-statement
is not a sddhana. This is evident in the progression from the argumen-
tation in PV IV to VN 59, 8-9 where it is argued that the thesis-state-
ment is not a sddhana and that its presence is a point of defeat in that it
states something useless.11

By way of a contrast with this evolutionary view of Dignaga and Dhar-
makirti's development let us briefly look at some of Dharmakirti s com-
mentators. Their view on Dharmakirti, which would become the received
interpretation in later Indo-Tibetan Buddhism, was that Dharmakirti's
position did not evolve from PV to VN: the thesis-statement was com-
pletely inadmissable. Not only that, but they maintained that Dignaga
in PS had no role at all for the thesis-statement either. Let us for conve-
nience term Prajnakaragupta's and Santaraksita's interpretation of Dig-
naga, the "Dharmakirtian commentators' interpretation." This inter-
pretation where one seeks to impose the Vddanydya-Hetuhindti position
on Dignaga is, 1 now think, untenable. As it is worth our while to try to
see some of its shortcomings in some detail, we shall take up the prob-
lems which the Dharmakirtian commentators had with PS IV, k. 6.
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Dharmaklrtian commentators' interpretations

Prajnakaragupta, in his Pramdnavdrttikabhdsya, presents the commen-
tators' problem in his introduction to PV IV, k. 18:

PVBh 48730-488.1: nanv dcdryasya paksavacanam abhi-
matam eva I'yadaha I' svaniscayavadanyesdm niscayotpddanec-
chayd I paksadharmatvasambandhasadhyokter anyavarjanam II
"[Objection:! But did not the Master [Dignaga] in fact admit
the thesis-statement when he said [in PS IV, k. 6] 'As one
wishes to generate certainty for others just like ones own cer-
tainty, then anything other than the statements of the paksa-
dharmatva, necessary connection (sambandha) and sddhya is
excluded.'"

He then argues that in fact when Dignaga spoke of the sddhya in this
verse, he meant only the sddhyadharma, i.e., the property to be proved
which occurs in the pervasion (vydpti) of a two-membered pardrthd-
numdna—in short, there are not three members, but only the usual two.

PVBh 488.8—11: yat krtakam tad anityam iti vydptyantara-
gatd sddhyoktir na pratijndrupena I avasyam hi sddhane
vydpakatvam sddhyasyopadarsaniyam I ato 'vayavadvayam eva
darsaniyam I sambandhena rupadvaydksfpdd eva tririipatd hetoh
I tasmdd anityah sabda iti ndddv ante vd darsaniyam I rupa-
dvayamdtrakdd eva sddhyasya siddheh //"The statement of the
sddhya is included in the vydpti, 'Whatever is produced is im-
permanent,' but is not in the form of a thesis. For indeed,
one does definitely have to show that the sddhya is a pervader
(vyapaka)oi the sddhana. Hence, one should present only two
members [in a pardrthdnumdna]. By means of the necessary
connection the [other] two characters [of the reason] are in
fact implied, and thus the reason has the three characters.
Therefore, neither at the beginning nor at the end should one
present [the thesis] 'Sound is impermanent,' for the sddhya is
established simply by the two characters alone."

Note that Prajnakaragupta's explanation is also what one frequently
finds adopted by Tibetan commentators—it figures plainly in rGyal
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tshab dar ma rin chen's rNam grel thar lam gsal byed}1

Santaraksita, in his Vadanydyavrtti Vipancitdrthd, also cites PS IV, k.
6 as a potential inconsistency, but seems to "resolve" the problem by say-
ing that the statement of the sddhya (i.e., the proposition to be proved)
is implied (dksepa) by the paksadharmatva and sambandha, and that
therefore the thesis (paksa), application (upanaya) and such members of
a traditional five-membered reasoning are banished from use.13

Now, to get an idea of the fragility of the Dharmaklrtian commen-
tators' interpretation that Dignaga did not allow the thesis-statement at
all, consider the following points:

(a) Nowhere does Dignaga say clearly and unambiguously
in PS that he rejects the thesis-statement as being a mem-
ber ofa pardrthdnumdna.

(b) In the Nydyamukha (NM) Dignaga definitely did ac-
cept the thesis-statement as a member of a pardrthd-

(c) PS IV, k. 6 and PSV adk. 6 provide good evidence that
Dignaga did allow the thesis-statement.

(d) PS IV, k. 6 = NM, k. 13 (ed. Katsura 1981, 5.5; Tucci
p. 44) and Dignaga's PSV on PS IV, k. 6 is identical
with NM's own explanation of NM, k. 13.

While the Dharmaklrtian commentators' view that the thesis-state-
ment must be excluded finds no hard evidence in Dignaga, there is, by
contrast, considerable hard textual evidence to show that Dignaga in
the NM and PS did allow a place for the thesis-statement in a pardr-
thdnumdna. The degree of obligatoriness is, however, different. About
the NM, there is no question that at this stage Dignaga held that the
thesis should be a member of a pardrthdnumdna, for it was a sddhana
which, if left out, would bring about the fallacy of the sddhana known
as "incompleteness" (nyunatd).u In PS and PSV it is clear, as we saw
above, that Dignaga no longer considers the thesis-statement a sddhana
and that he has redefined nyunatd to concern only the statement of the
characteristics of the reason.15 The result is that to avoid nyunatd, there
is now no obligation to present a thesis. However, while this much is
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different from NM, there are important passages, such as PS IV, k. 6 and
PSV adcit.y which do give evidence that the thesis, while not a sddhana,
could be present. PS IV, k. 6 has already been given above, but now con-
sider Dignaga's own commentary to this verse in PSVa:

PSVa ad PS IV, k.6: 'di Itarphyogs kyi chos nyidbstan pa'i don

du gtan tshigs kyi tsbigyin no II de rjes su dpagpar bya ba dang

med na mi 'byung ba nyid du bstan pa V don du dpe V tshig yin

no II rjes su dpagpar bya ba bstan pa V don du phyogs kyi tshig

brjod do //"Thus, the statement of the reason is for the pur-
pose of showing the paksadharmatva. The statement of the
example is to show that the [reason] has a necessary connec-
tion with the inferendum (anumeya). One states the thesis-
statement in order to show the inferendum [itself]."16

Dharmakirti's commentators on his PV IV, k. 18 were obviously
troubled by the fact that k. 18 seemed in contradiction with Dignaga's
PS IV, k. 6, and they devised various tortuous explanations to resolve
the apparent contradiction so that they could continue to maintain that
Dignaga completely rejected the thesis-statement. These types of explan-
ations might have been possible for PS IV, k. 6 taken in isolation, but
they become extremely problematic in the light of PSV. The coup de
gr&ce, however, comes from the fact that PS IV, k. 6, along with the
quoted passage (and more) from the PSV, is also found in Dignaga's ear-
lier work, the Nydyamukha?1 and that in NM's system the thesis-state-
ment does indeed figure in a pardrthdnumdna. Now, we cannot reasonably
interpret NM k. 13ff. along the lines of Dharmakirti's commentators,
but have to take it as showing that the thesis is stated. Hence, either the
same passages would have to mean two radically different things in two
different texts of Dignaga—an unlikely prospect—or Prajnakaragupta's
and Santaraksita's approaches are impossible.

In short, as typically happens in Indian philosophy, commentators
are reluctant to admit that there was an evolution and an historical de-
velopment of certain notions. If, however, we take a more evolutionary
view, we should get the following result: True, Dignaga did make a
change in his positions in NM and PS on the questions of the thesis-
statement being a sddhana and the fallacy of nyunatd being incurred if
it is absent, but in PS he still kept some holdovers from his earlier views.
Specifically, the lack of a thesis-statement ceases to be a criticizable fal-
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lacy in PS, but nonetheless, there is still a theoretical justification for stat-
ing a thesis in a pardrthdnumdna. Dharmakirti initially inherited this
view (although in his actual practice of pardrthdnumdna he never actu-
ally stated theses), but then moved gradually to simplify Dignaga's in-
elegant theoretical stance.

Syllogisms

What implications does this revised version of the history of paksava-
cana have for our philosophical comparison between pardrthdnumdna
and syllogisms? A catalyst for the present reflections is a recent book by
V. A. van Bijlert, who makes three basic criticisms of my 1984 article:
(a) Dignaga did accord some |)lace for the thesis-statement in a pardr-
thdnumdna; (b) hence, my anti-syllogism polemic is unfounded or too
strong; (c) there are significant similarities between the Buddhist pardr-
thdnumdna and Aristotelian syllogisms.18 Van Bijlert's book is a generally
valuable contribution and raises some interesting questions concerning
the specific problem of pardrthdnumdna. In effect, I think that the above
discussion and Inami's paper show that van Bijlert is basically right on
the first point.ly The errors in his second and third points should become
clearer below.

To take up (b), the revised historical account of paksavacana in pardr-
thdnumdna does not change my earlier point that the thesis-expression,
contrary to the conclusion in a syllogism, is fundamentally irrelevant in
an inference-for-others. In fact, the basic metalogical views In PS and
PV concerning what is and is not a sddhana already implied that the the-
sis-statement was a more or less useless appendage, although it took
Dharmakirti some reflection to actually arrive at the explicit position
that it was thoroughly useless and should be banned. In making a logi-
cal comparison between pardrthdnumdna and syllogisms, then, I would
maintain that we can profitably disregard the tortuous historical process
that it took for the Buddhist writers to work out the implications of
their own key ideas. If we wish to speak of"a pardrthdnumdna as a logical
form and make philosophical analyses about what is and is not crucial
to it, we do better to speak about the fully developed form where the
extraneous elements, such as the useless paksavacana, have been con-
sciously eliminated. In discussions on comparative logic there is a cer-
tain justifiable simplicity in relegating the Buddhists' actual discovery of
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their own implicit notions to the domain of an extremely long footnote.
Let us now look at van Bijlert's remarks on (c), the so-called similar-

ities which make it appropriate for us to use the term "syllogism" for
pardrthdnwndna. My critic first gives a paraphrase of Aristotle's defini-
tion of the syllogism—"a discourse in which from certain propositions
that are laid down something other than what is stated follows of ne-
cessity."20 For the rest of the argument let me cite the relevant passage
from van Bijlert (1989: 89-90):

What is important here [in Aristotle's definition of the syllo-
gism In the Prior Analytics] is that from general true proposi-
tions another proposition generally follows. If this general no-
tion is kept in mind, we are able to see the correspondence of
this with the pardrthdnumdna, for in the latter the drstdnta
functions as a proposition enunciating a general fact while
the hetu enunciates a particular fact. The thing that was an-
nounced for proof follows from both propositions.

Van Bijlert, in brief, is emphasizing that in a pardrthdnumdna too, "the
thing that was announced for proof follows from both propositions." In-
deed it does. But that is relatively trivial and was certainly not the point
I was driving at. What is important for us—as I insisted in 1984—is the
way in which syllogisms and pardrthdnumdna are evaluated. Let us take
this up again from a slightly different angje.

First of all, most of Aristotle's key discussion of syllogisms in the Prior
Analyticsand in particular that concerning the syllogistic figures is com-
prehensible only if we include the conclusion with the premises in a syl-
logism. We get sentences like "If A [is predicated] of no B, and B of all
C, it is necessary that A will belong to no C" where syllogism is said to
occur and other cases where syllogism is said to fail to occur. We cannot
understand these occurrences of syllogisms or non-occurrences, or "syllo-
gistic necessity" (to use Lukasiewicz's gloss on the word avayiai figur-
ing in syllogisms), without taking into account the conclusion. Take the
syllogism's three figures, which William and Martha Kneale simplify as:

(I) (ID (HI)
A-B M-N n-I
BzT M-E P-E
A-r N-5 n-P
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(Here letters show the skeleton of general statements which can be affir-
mative or negative, universal or particular in accordance with the Square
of Opposition. The variables are term variables.21) Again it makes no sense
to evaluate figures in terms of syllogistic necessity unless we specify which
conclusion we are speaking about. Now, I realize that some writers like
Lukasiewicz and Bochenski have preferred to take syllogisms as mater-
ial implications along the lines of "if P and Qthen /?." In other words,
we are not speaking about validity, as in inferences, but rather of the
truth or falsity of a sentence. Dr. T.J. Smiley once proposed the inter-
esting solution that the syllogism be seen as a type of formal deduction,
viz., a finite series of well-formed formulae satisfying certain specific
conditions. Thus the syllogism would have to be the ordered triple
<P, Q,R>.22 At any rate, whatever analysis we adopt, the conclusion is ob-
viously an integral part of the syllogism. This, then, was my point in say-
ing in my 1984 article (87): "un syllogisme, quelle que soit notre maniere
de l'analyser, doit avoir une conclusion."

I can imagine that at this point someone schooled in traditional logic
might argue that all this only serves to show that actually it is the en-
thymeme (viz., a syllogism-like form where one member is missing)
which is a better candidate for a parallel with pardrthdnumdna. Specifi-
cally, it might be argued that a pardrthdnumdna is like what older logic
text-books23 would call "an enthymeme of the third order"—those in
which the conclusion is the omitted member. This is typically used in
cases of innuendo. E.g.,

Cowardice is always contemptible, and this was clearly a case
of cowardice.24

Actually shifting to enthymemes changes virtually nothing, for they are
simply truncated syllogisms whose necessity is to be judged by that of a
corresponding elaborated form. The usual textbook explanation is that
we must first determine which member has been omitted, restore it,
and then evaluate things in the usual syllogistic fashion: "if the syllogism
thereby constructed is formally valid, the original enthymeme is valid,
if the syllogism is formally invalid, the original enthymeme is invalid."25

So, to be blunt, enthymemes are a red herring for this discussion and
can best be disregarded.

Now, contrast all this with the Buddhist pardrthdnumdna as we find
it already in Dignaga's PS, all of Dharmakirti and certainly in post-
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Dharmaklrti logicians, where the "validity" of the reason and of the
pardrthdnumdna which exhibits that reason is not a matter of whether
or not the conclusion follows, but whether the vydpti and paksadhar-
matva hold. (I am aware that the term "validity" in this Buddhist con-
text is not used in the same way as in formal logic, and indeed that there
is no term in Buddhist languages which corresponds fully to the term
"validity" in Western writing on logic. When we speak of "valid reasons"
in Buddhist logic, we are speaking about saddhetu, rtagsyarig dag, liter-
ally "real reasons" or "good reasons." [See chapter 5, n. 40.]) If we want
to judge a pardrthdnumdna s merits, the main question is whether the
reason possesses the triple characterization (trairupya): we can and do
judge a pardrthdnumdna without even examining the "necessity" of its
"conclusion" at all. Granted in PS and the earlier works of Dharmaklrti
the thesis may be present, with the result that a pardrthdnumdna can be
judged faulty if there are paksdbhdsa. But this was little more than an
inessential transitional stage. The gradual elimination of the notion of
paksdbhdsa and the growing realization of the redundancy of thesis-
statements indicate just how little logical role they played. The stream-
lined version of the pardrthdnumdna captures all the essential features
which Buddhist logic demanded of it. Nor does the arthdpatti-version
of the way in which a conclusion "follows" from the pardrthdnumdna
in any way contradict my fundamental point: we can come to know the
truth of the conclusion by arthdpatti, but in order to evaluate a pardr-
thdnumdna, the conclusion plays no indispensable logical role.

So, looking deeper at the respective ways to evaluate syllogisms and
Dharmakirtian pardrthdnumdnas we see that the conclusion has a com-
pletely different importance in the two sorts of logical forms. This is, in
turn, connected with the fact that syllogisms and pardrthdnumdna play
very different roles in widely differing accounts of argumentation, the
former providing a type of derivation (a la T.J. Smiley), the latter merely
giving a perspicuous presentation of the triply characterized reason,
nothing more than a preliminary step to inferring a conclusion.

In short, the whole PS, Dharmakirtian and post-Dharmakirtian ac-
count of pardrthdnumdna is principally governed by their peculiar ac-
count of sddhana—something totally foreign to Aristotle—and it is in
that sense that we could say that the fundamental incommensurability
between between syllogisms and pardrthdnumdna stems from two dif-
ferent philosophies of logic, or metalogics. The supposed similarity be-
tween Aristotelian syllogisms and the Dharmakirtian pardrthdnumdna
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is only correct, then, in a trivial sense. No doubt, conclusions do follow
from pardrthdnumanas: they are forbidden in the statement of the pardr-
thdnumdna itself not because they are non-sequitim, but for metalogi-
cal considerations about sddhana, i.e., about how logic works.

In my 1984 article I insisted upon this incommensurability between
syllogisms and pardrthdmimdna not out of nit-picking compulsion for
detail, but rather because if we satisfy ourselves with superficial similar-
ities of the sort which van Bijlert presents we blur the philosophically
interesting points where Buddhist logic is suigeneris. Thus we preclude
meaningful, informed attempts at comparative philosophy and content
ourselves with a few platitudes. Naturally, if someone wishes to use the
word "syllogism" in a new sense and is conscious that the pardrthd-
numdna is very different from an Aristotelian syllogism, I'll give him
the word. There's clearly no ha t a here in adhering to Humpty Dumpty's
philosophy of language and letting a word mean "just what we choose
it to mean—neither more nor less."26 Far be it from me to prevent writ-
ers on Buddhist logic from using "syllogism" in their own way, just as
they use "epistemology" to categorize what Dharmaklrti and company
did, even though that use of the term bears little resemblance to West-
ern notions of "epistemology" or "Erkenntnistheorie," terms which were
developed by neo-Kantians in the nineteenth century.27 But unfortu-
nately, our secondary literature from Vidyabhusana to Stcherbatsky and
onward to van Bijlert is full of evidence that people ^//Windeed seepardr-
thdnumdna as being a kind of quasi-Aristotelian syllogism. And that, I
maintain, is a bad misunderstanding.

N O T E S FOR CHAPTER 4

1 Tillemans (1984b).

2 Although the Naiyayika's five-membered reasoning states the thesis
(pratijhd) and conclusion (nigamana) as two separate members, for our
purposes in talking about the Buddhist's two- and three-menibered
pardrthdnumanas we shall use the English words "thesis" and "conclusion"
interchangeably as referring to what is being proven—this allows for an
easier comparison with conclusions in Aristotelian syllogisms. So, it should
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be stressed that we are not using "conclusion" in the Naiyayika's particular
technical sense of nigamana, where it would be something different from
pratijnd. That said, note, however, that Dharmakirti's arguments against
paksa I pratijnd do apply to the Naiyayika's nigamana too.

3 Cf. Dignaga's definition in PS III, k.l: pardrthdnumdnam tu svadrstdrtha-
prakdsanam II "An inference-for-others, however, elucidates the state of
affairs which [the proponent] has understood himself." The commentators
are unanimous in taking svadrstartha as meaning the triply characterized
reason. See Tillemans (1984b: 83ff.). On artba in svadrstartha see PV IV, k.
13-14 trans, in Tillemans (1986c: 159-60). Cf. also NB 111,1: trirupa-
lingdkhydnam pardrthdnumdnam //"An inference-for-others is a statement of
the triply characterized reason." On the triply characterized reason alone be-
ing sddhana and having the power to prove the thesis, cf. PV IV, k. 16, 17ab
and k. 20 trans, and ed. in Tillemans (1987).

PV IV, L 16: tat paksavacanam vaktur abhiprdyanivedane I
pramdnam samsayotpattes tatah sdksdn na sddhanam II "So the the-
sis-statement is a means of valid cognition (pramdna) for revealing
the speaker's intention. [But] as doubt arises from it [as to whether
the thesis is true or not], it is not directly (sdksdt) a sddhana."

PV IV, k. 17ab: sddhyasyaivdbhidhdnena pdramparyena ndpy alam
I. "In stating merely the sddhya, [the thesis-statement] cannot, even
indirectly, [establish it].

PV IV, k. 20: antarangam tu sdmarthyam trim rilpesu samsthitam I
tatra smrtisamddhdnam tadvacasy eva samsthitam II "The intrinsic
capability [to prove the thesis], however, is really in the three char-
acteristics (rilpa). Only the statement of the [trirupalinga] can re-
ally kindle the memory of that [viz., of the trirupalinga s capacity
to prove the sddhya]."

4 See VN 64, 3-4. tasmdd vyartham eva sddhanavdkye pratijndvacanopd-
ddnam vddino nigrahasthdnam. There are two sorts of nigrahasthdna spoken
about in VN: asddhandngavacana and adosodbhdvana ("not indicating the
fault"). As M.T. Much points out in his article on nigrahasthdna in Dhar-
maklrti (1986:135), asddhandngavacana is given a double interpretation
depending upon where one places the negation, viz., "the non-statement of
a member which is a means of proof or "the statement of a member which
is not a means of proof." The statement of a pratijnd falls into this latter
category. See also n. 11 below.
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5 See R. Hayes (1988:310). One finds a similar position throughout the
book of R. Herzberger (1986). I argue against both in chapter 1 and Appen-
dix I of Tillemans (1990).

6 hetvarthavisayatvena tadasaktoktir iritd II "The statement of that [viz., the
sddhya] which is powerless is explained as having the goal of the reason as its
object."

7 Dharmakirti argues at length against the view that the thesis-statement
provides some sort of indispensable orientation for a pardrthdnumdna (see
e.g., PV IV, k. 21-22) and is thus indirectly a sddhana. See PV, IV k. 21ab:

akhydpite hi visaye hetuvrtter asambhavdt I visayakhydpandd eva sid-
dhau cettasyas'aktatd//" [Objection:] If the aim (visaya) [of the rea-
son] were not stated, then indeed the reason could not occur. Thus,
as it does in fact make the aim known, the [thesis-statement] is [in-
directly] capable of establishing [the sddhya]."

One can read PV IV, k. 21 and the reply uktam atra ("This has already
been answered") as no more than a restatement of Dignaga's denial of
sddhana-status to the thesis. The rest of k. 22 would then be Dharmaklrti's
additional position that the thesis is understood by arthdpatti. Indeed, it is
probable that PV IV, k. 21 is an opponent's interpretation of PS III, k. lcd's
phrase hetvarthavisaya: PVBh 490.17-18, at least, takes it in this way and
subsequently shows that what the opponent is saying is that because a state-
ment of a thesis is a necessary condition for stating the reason, this thesis-
statement also has probative power and is hence a sddhana. The indirect
"power" to establish the sddhya by showing the aim (visaya) is rejected as
leading to various already explained (see k. 19) absurd consequences, no-
tably, that one would be forced to accept a bloated pardrthdnumdna often
members, including the proposition which is doubted (samsaya), what we
wished to know (jijndsd), etc., etc. If the thesis-statement shows the aim
(visaya) and is thus a sddhajia for the pardrthdnumdna, the other indispens-
able conditions should also have membership and be sddhana.

8 See Inami (1991).

9 P. 288a.

10 For a definition of arthdpatti see Mimaki (1976: 42), "...[L]a presomp-
tion est la facon dont le fait CB' est deduit a partir de l'experience reelle du
fait 'A' et du jugement que le fait 'A' n'est pas possible autrement (anyathd-
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nupapatti) qu'en presumant un fait tel que 'BY' Compare Dharmottara's

gloss on NB's sdmarthydt (NET 175, 2-3):

yadi ca sddhyadharmas tatra sddhyadharmini na bhavet sddhanadharmo
na bhavet I sddhyaniyatatvdt tasya sddhanadharmasyeti sdmarthyam
//"If the property to be proved did not exist there in the subject of
what is to be proved, then the property which is the prover [i.e., the
reason] would not exist [either]. Since this property which is the
prover is connected to that which is to be proved, we thus speak of
'implication.'"

The existence of the state of affairs corresponding to the conclusion can be
presumed from the fact that the reason exists, i.e., possesses the three charac-
ters. For a translation of PV IV, k. 22, see Tillemans (1987).

11 atha vd tasyaiva sddhanasya yan ndrigam pratijnopanayanigamanddi
tasydsddhandngasya sddhanavdkye updddnam vddino nigrahasthdnam
vyarthdbhidhdndt II.

12Sarnathed.,vol. 2, p. 247:

slob dpon phyogs tshigsgrub byeddu bzhedpa may in na Iphyogs chos
'brel ba bsgrub by a dag I brjod pa las gzhan spang bar by a I zhespaji
bar zhe na I slob dpon phyogs gking phyogs tshigsgrub ngaggiyan lag
tu bzhedpa may in par thai I ryes dpag by a der bstanpa ni I gtan tshigs
don gyiyul du 'dod Ices pa V tshig de nyid kyis I phyogs tshig des phyogs
sgrubpa'i nuspa med pa'i phyogs de ni brjod par bshad pa'i phyir I 'o
na tshig snga ma'i don ji ha bu zhe na I de ni bsgrub bya'i chos la I
bsgrub bya'i minggis btags pa yin gyi bsgrub by a mtshan nyid pa min
no //"[Objection:] If the Master [Dignaga] did not accept that the
thesis-statement is a sddhana, then how could he say [in PS IV, k.
6], 'Anything other than the statements of the paksadharmatva, nec-
essary connection and sddhya is excluded.' [Reply:] It follows that
the Master, Dignaga, did not hold that the thesis-statement is a
member of a proof [i.e., pardrthdnumdna] because by means of the
phrase, tatrdnumeyanirdeso hetvarthavisayo rnatah, he asserted that
thesis-statement states a thesis which [itself] has no power to prove
a thesis. [Objection:] Well then, how [are we to understand] the
previous phrase [in PS IV, k. 6]? [Reply:] It [i.e., the sddhya spoken
about in k. 6] is the sddhyadharma. It has been metaphorically termed
sddhya, but it is not the real sddhya"

13 Vddanydyavrtti Vipancitdrthd (p. 64, 22-24):
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katharn tarhy uktarn paksadharmatvasambandhasddhyokter anyavar-

janam iti I ndsti virodhah (I) paksadharmatvasambandhdbhydm

sddhyasyoktiprakdsandksepah I tasmdd anyesdm paksopanayava-

canddindm upddeyatvena sddhanavdkyavarjanam iti vydkhydnat II.

14 See NM 1 and 1.1 in Katsura 1977:

'in §̂* 3^ a p$& Bb XL II "The thesis (paksa) and other terms are
called sddhana? fi lit i§ ft] Fl ^ 0f M * fg 4 iS // "Thus it
should be understood that lack [of any of these terms] is called a
fault of the sddhana." (T. XXI, 1628 i la 7 & 10).

Cf. Nydyapravesa 2 (in Tachikawa ed.): tatra paksddivacandni sddhanam.

15 See PSVa (Kitagawa: 470.7-8):

'diryang tshulgangyang rung ba cig ma smras nayang ma tshang ba
brjodpar 'gyur ro II "Here [in saying that a statement of a triply char-
acterized reason is an inference-for-others], it was also said [by im-
plication] that incompleteness (nyunatd) occurs when any one of the
three characteristics (rupa) is unstated."

Cf. PVIV, k. 23 inTillemans (1987: 151).

16 PSVa (Kitagawa: 521.18-522.4).

17 This equivalence was already noted by Tucci (1930: n. 79, 80, 81 and
pp. 44-45).

18 van Bijlert (1989: 70ffand 88-90, n. 15).

19 Oddly enough, the actual reasons he gives are somewhat inaccurate. He
says (1989: 90):

...I think he [i.e., Tillemans] is not quite right in saying that the
absence of a thesis (on which his interpretation of the pardrthd-
nurndna as not being a syllogism seems to rest) is a fundamental
logical and philosophical characteristic of the pardrthdnumdna. As
we will see in my description of̂ thepardrthdnumdna [on van Bijlert's
p. 72], Dignaga discusses some sort of enunciation of what is to be
proved (sddbyanirdesa) in PS III.lcd-2, although he makes it clear
that this is not a separate step in syllogistic reasoning as his prede-
cessors thought.
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Now, the unique use, in Kanakavarman's translation of the Pramdnasamuc-
cayavrtti (see Kitagawa, p. 472.7), of the definition of the thesis (pratijfid),
viz., sddhyanirdesa, found in Nydyasutra 1.1.33 is in itself nothing extraordi-
nary and proves little about Dignaga's view on the thesis. After all, later in
PS III, k. 3 Dignaga goes on to discuss this Naiyayika definition's shortcom-
ings and to reject it in favor of his own definition of the thesis given just pre-
viously in PS III, k. 2, viz.:

svariipenaiva nirdesyah svayam isto 'nirdkrtah Ipratyaksdrthdnumd-
ndptaprasiddhena svadharmini II "[A valid thesis] is one which is
intended (ista) by [the proponent] himself (svayam) as something
to be stated (nirdesya) in its proper form alone (svariipenaiva) [i.e.,
as a sddhya]; [and] with regard to [the proponent's] own subject
(svadharmin), it is not opposed (anirdkrta) by perceptible objects
(pratyaksdrtha), by inference (anumdna), by authorities (dpta) or by
what is commonly recognized (prasiddha)"

For PS III, k. 3, see PVSa (Kitagawa: 473):

bsgrub bya bstanpa zhes by a 'dir I I'grub pa media don by as nyid II de
ha nayang dpe dang rtags II ma grub brjodpa thai bar 'gyur //"In this
[Naiyayika definition], sddhyanirdesa, [the word sddhya) served the
purpose of negating establishment (siddhyabhdve). In that case, it
would follow absurdly that statements of unestablished examples
and reasons [must be theses]."

The fact that Dignaga cited sddhyanirdesa is thus of no consequence for
our purposes. The scholastic problem of the differences between the
Naiyayika definition and Dignaga's own definition of the thesis were also
taken up by Dharmakirti in PV IV, k. 24-26, as well as in PV IV, k. 164-68
and 171-72, but while the argumentation is complex and not without inter-
est, it is not relevant for our purposes of deciding whether or not a thesis is a
part of a pardrthdnumdna for Dignaga: the real question is "Why does he
speak of theses at all immediately after giving a definition of pardrthdnumdna
which supposedly excludes them?"

Finally, concerning Dharmaklrti's account of the reasons for PS III, k. 2,
PV IV, k. 28ab states:

gamydrthatve 'pi sddhyokter asammohdya laksanam II "Although the
5rf ĵ<2-statement is to be understood [by implication from a pardr-
thdnumdna}, the definition [of the thesis in PS III, k. 2] is [given]
in order to avoid confusion."

In brief, following Dharmakirti and his commentators, the point of the thesis-
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definition (paksalaksana) in PS III is to refute various wrong views on what
theses are, some being the views which the Samkhyas and Carvakas exploited
to prove various sophistical conclusions turning on ambiguity and others be-
ing the views on pratijnd which Naiyayikas would use to say that properties
of the subject (dharmin) which are merely specified in the proponent's trea-
tises also count as part of the thesis. The more than one hundred verses
which follow in PV IV treating of PS III, k. 7.'s paksalaksana have to be seen
in this light.

20 Aristotle himself defines it as "discourse in which, certain things being
stated, something other than what is stated follows of necessity from their
being so" (Prior Analytics, 24b 18).

21 See Kneale and Kneale (1975: 68).

22 See J. Lukasiewicz (1935) and (1957: chap. 1) for a comparison of the
Stoic and Aristotelian syllogisms, the former being inference-schemata in-
volving propositional variables, while the latter are logical theses of the form
"if... then..." containing term variables. On the notions of "necessity" in
Aristotle, see also Giinther Patzig (1969: chap. 2). My information on Dr.
Smiley's views is based on notes of his lectures of Lent term 1970.

23 See e.g., R.J. McCall (1961: 154-55).

24 Ibid., p. 155.

25 Ibid., p. 151.

26 Lewis Carroll (1974: 274 et seq):

"When /use a word," Humpty Dumpty said in rather a scornful tone,
"it means just what I choose it to mean—neither more nor less."

"The question is," said Alice, "whether you can make words mean
so many different things."

"The question is," said Humpty Dumpty, "which is to be master—
that's all."

27 On the development of the Western notion of epistemology, see, e.g., R.
Rorty (1980: chap. 3).



5: On Sapaksa

SINCE DHARMAKIRTI, Buddhist epistemologists have generally held
that a reason (hetu; linga){\s valid when it satisfies three character-
istics (rupa): (a) the paksadharmatd^ the fact that the reason quali-

fies the subject (paksa; dharmin); (b) the anvayavydpti, or the reason's oc-
curring in only "similar instances" (sapaksa); (c) the vyatirekavydpti, or the
reason's complete absence from the "dissimilar instances" (vipaksa).1 AJ-
though this much is by now thought to be fairly standard material for us,
the second characteristic, or the anvayavydpti, is in fact far from clear in
much of our secondary literature, rendering surprisingly complex our
general picture of the trairilpya theory of valid reasons and that of the fal-
lacy of asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu or "uncertain reasons which are [too]
exclusive." The culprit is, as you have no doubt surmised, sapaksa.

It should be of some consolation to us to know that many of the prob-
lems with which we are struggling on these questions were also hotly de-
bated among Tibetans, in particular among the epistemologists of the
dGe lugs pa and Sa skya pa schools. And indeed, I think that It is fair to
say that many authors in the secondary literature, such as Stcherbatsky,
Kajiyama, Tachikawa, Gillon and Love, and others, hold a position which,
in its essentials, is not far from that of Sa skya pandita (1182-1251) and
the followers of the Tshadma rigs pa'i gter. In that sense, one could cred-
ibly maintain that the Sa skya pa position embodies quite well what is for
us the received view, or the "orthodox scenario" on the matter. The dGe
lugs pa position, by contrast, seems startling at first sight, and even among
Tibetans, Ngag dbang bstan dar (1759—1840) lamented that it appeared
to be rarely understood.2 It may, then, be useful for someone to play the
role of the devil's advocate and explain this heterodox position. That is
what I intend to do. But first of all we need to have the background.

89
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The Orthodox Scenario

Here then, in broad outlines, is the Sa skya pa position as it is to be
found in the Rigs gter literature of Sa pan and Go rams pa bsod nams
seng ge (1429-1489),3 and as it is portrayed by the opposition, namely
the dGe lugs pa writer Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan (1478—
1546). (The latter author's work, rNam 'grelspyi don, is a commentary
on the Svdrthdnumdna chapter of the Pramdnavdrttika, and in particu-
lar on rGyal tshab dar ma rin chen's (1364-1432) commentary, rNam
'grel thar lam gsal byed.)

(1) Sapaksa are those items which are similar (sa = sa?ndna) to the sub-
ject in possessing the property to be proved (sddhyadharma)} Vipaksa
are all those items which do not possess this latter property.5

Corollary: Sapaksa cannot be identical with the subject, i.e., they cannot
be the subject. Thus, sound is not a sapaksa for proving sound's imper-
manence, but a vase is; sapaksa are all those items which have the
sddhyadharma, except the subject?

(2) The terms sapaksa and vipaksa also designate respectively the "ho-
mologous example" (sddharmyadrstdnta) and the "heterologous ex-
ample1' (vaidharmyadrstdnta) on the basis of which the anvaya and
vyatirekavydpti are established.7

(3) When a reason is co-extensive with the subject, then it cannot oc-
cur in sapaksa, which must by principle (I) be outside the extension
of the subject. To take one of the standard cases, audibility {srdvan-
atva), which is co-extensive with sound, cannot occur in sapaksa for
proving sound's impermanence; such sapaksa do not exist, as they
would have to be both audible and non-sounds. Alternatively, we can
say, in keeping with (2), that there is no sapaksa qua example on the
basis of which the vyapti could be ascertained. Of course, audibility
is also absent from the vipaksa, or the non-impermanent items, with
the result that this type of reason will be said to be asddhdrandnai-
kdntika—a special fallacy which is incurred when a reason is neither
present in sapaksa nor in vipaksa}

Now certainly points (1) and (2) are not without support in Indian
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texts. Dignaga, in the Pramdnasamuccaya, had defined a tririipalinga
("triply characterized reason") as a reason which is

present in the inferendum (anumeya) and in what is similar
to it, and is absent in what is not [similar to it].9

(Note that here anumeya designates the subject.10) And Moksakaragupta
in his Tarkabhdsd\\zd explained:

Sapaksa are instances which are similar (samdna), that is to
say, subjects which are examples (drstdntadharmin) that are
similar to the paksa [i.e., to the subject of the reasoning].11

(Note the use of the term drstdnta in this context.) There are also, of
course, some important passages from Dharmaklrti's Nydyabindu—but
these will be taken up later on.

Although the two quotations given above do not explicitly state the
corollary of (1) that sapaksa cannot also be the subject, it can probably
be thought of as simply implied by the word samdna—a point which
Gillon and Love make in their study on the Nydyapravesa.n The Sa skya
pas, however, argue for this corollary in a variety of ways. Sa pan him-
self in his Rigs gter rang J W devotes almost half a dozen folios to argu-
ing against an opposing view which maintained that sapaksa and vipaksa
are directly contradictory (dngos gal), or in other words, that whatever
is a sapaksa Is not a vipaksa and vice versa.13 This position, according to
Sa pan, held that all knowables (shes bya) were determined (kha tshon
chod) as being in one of the two paksa (phyogs), i.e., sapaksa or vipaksa,
these being defined respectively as what does or does not possess the
sddhyadharma (bsgrub bya V chos dang Idan mi Idan).14

To this, Sa pan offers a number of counter-arguments, some of which
might seem somewhat arcane, but the main ones for our purposes are
as follows:

(a) If the paksa (i.e., the subject) were also determined, or ascertained
(ngespa), as being in the sapaksa or vipaksa, as the opponent's posi-
tion would imply, then there could be no enquiry (shes 'dod -jijndsd)
as to whether it does or does not possess the sddhyadharma. In that
case, the definition of paksadharmatd, with its provision that the
subject be something about which the opponent enquires, will
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become problematic. States the Rigs gter:

Because he does not accept something enquired about as be-
ing the subject (phyogs = paksa), the first basis of reliance (Itos
gzhi) [viz., the paksa ofthe pahadharma] would be nonexis-
tent. For one who does not accept this first basis of reliance,
the paksadharmatas definition will be problematic.15

(b) The opponent would be unable to term homologous examples (mthun
dpe = sddharmyadrstdnta) "sapaksa'" because the latter would also
include the subject—and the subject is a fortiori not a homologous
example. (We have here a version of point (2). In fact, Sa pan is cit-
ing this version of (2) in support of the corollary of (1).) States the
Rigs gter rang grel:

If the basis of debate (rtsodgzhi) [i.e., the subject] is deter-
mined as being in [one of] the two paksa, then one will be un-
able to call homologous examples 'sapaksa "; for the basis of
debate will also be a sapaksa.16

Sa skya pandita's adherence, then, to the view of a tripartite universe
of paksa, sapaksa and vipaksa stands out clearly. What is also remarkable
is that the opposing view which he describes, and which Go rams pa at-
tributes to "various early scholars" (sngon gyi mkhas pa mams)?1 is in
fact very close to the position of the dGe lugs pas. We shall return to
this point later on, but for the moment let us without further ado look
at some aspects of the dGe lugs view.

Sapaksa Taken Etymologically
and Sapaksa Properly Speaking

'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa'i rdo rje ngag dbang brtson 'grus (1648-1721),
in his rtags rigs textbook, introduces a distinction between sapaksa taken
in the etymological sense (sgra bshaddu juggi mthun phyogs) and sapaksa
proper. Sapaksa taken etymologically are those items which are similar
to the subject in possessing the sddhyadharma, while vipaksa taken ety-
mologically are all those items which are not similar from this point of
view.18 In effect, then, the sapaksa spoken about in the above quotes
from the Pramdnasamuccaya and the Tarkabhdsd could—following 'Jam
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dbyangs bzhad pa's views—be taken as showing sapaksa explained in its
etymological sense. For that type of sapaksa, the corollary of (1) might
very well follow, although 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa himself does not say
anything either for or against.

At any rate, sapaksa properly speaking, which is what must figure in
the definition of the anvayavydpti, is something quite different. Taking
the sound-impermanent reasoning as a basis, he defines sapaksa as what
is not void (mi stong) of the sddhyadharma, and vipaksa as what is void.
He then goes on to say that sapaksa for proving sound's impermanence
is co-extensive (don gcig) with impermanence, whereas vipaksa for this
proof is co-extensive with non-impermanence (mi nag pa ma yin pa)P
Later dGe lugs pa logic manuals, such as that of Yongs 'dzin phur bu
lcog byams pa tshul khrims rgya mtsho (1825—1901), have similar de-
finitions. Yongs 'dzin rtags rigsl for example, states:

The definition of sapaksa for proving sound's impermanence is:
What, in keeping with the proof mode (bsgrub tshul) for estab-
lishing sound's impermanence, is not void of impermanence.20

"Proof mode" here simply refers to the verbs yin (yin bsgrub) or yod (yod
bsgrub). Thus, for example, if one is establishing that fire exists (meyod),
then the sapaksa will be all those places where fire exists (yod) rather
than all cases which are (yin) fire.21

We can, then, summarize 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa and Yongs 'dzin
phur bu lcog's characterization of sapaksa and vipaksa proper as follows:

For all x:xis a sapaksa for proving sound's impermanence if and
only if x is impermanent. For all x: x is a vipaksa for proving
sound's impermanence if and only if xis not impermanent.

Now, given this view of sapaksa proper, 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa clearly
does not agree that sapaksa must exclude the subject. And moreover this
type of (proper) sapaksa will bear only limited resemblance to the sapaksa
of points (1) and (2), viz., sapaksa taken etymologically. In fact, 'Jam
dbyangs bzhad pa and Yongs 'dzin phur bu lcog both devote a number
of pages in their rtags rigs texts to show that the two types of sapaksa
stand in a "three point" (mugsum) relationship.22 What this comes down
to is that "sapaksa taken etymologically for proving [some proposition]
P" (de sgy^ub kyi mthun phyogs kyi sgra bshad du jug pa) is a proper sub-
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set of "sapakfa for proving P" (de sgrub kyi mthunphyogs). (Here it might
be useful to remark that Tibetan logic texts have means to express in-
dividual and propositional variables: khyod ("you") can be used in a
manner similar to our individual variables x, y, z, etc., whereas de ("that")
is used as a variable ranging over propositions or states of affairs, much
in the same way as P, Q, R, etc. are used in formal logic. This is why I
have translated de sgrub kyi... as ".. .for proving P" rather than a strictly
literal ".. .for proving that.")

Let us, then, represent the relationship between the two types of
sapaksa for proving Pby means of the following diagram, all the while
stressing that P can be any proposition one wishes so long as it is the
same in both cases.

A = the claSvS of sapaksa taken etymologically for proving P; B = the class
of sapaksa (proper) for proving P.

The question naturally arises as to what Indian textual support, if
any, can be found for this dGe lugs pa vifew on sapaksa proper. It is in-
teresting to see that in this context 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa cites a well-
known line from the Nydyabindu (NB II, 7), one which also occurs in
the Nydyapravesa.1* The Sanskrit and Tibetan are as follows:

sddhyadharmasdmdnyena samdno 'rthah sapaksah II

mthun phyogs ni bsgrub par bya ba V chos kyi spyi dang don

mthun pa 'o ll2i

The usual interpretation of this verse—as we see, for example, in
Stcherbatsky (1930), Tachikawa (1971) and Gillon and Love (1980)—
is to read the instrumental sddhyadharmasdmdnyena as meaning
"through..." or "by..." or "insofar..." I might remark in passing that
although these authors prefer to take sdmdnyahsxe. in its sense of "same-
ness," it would seem to me better to take it as meaning "universal," in
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the technical sense of the noun, all the more so because Dharmottara
clearly contrasts it with visesa:

Now, what is to be proved is not a particular (visesa), but
rather, a universal. Thus, here, he says that it is a universal
which is to be proved.25

If, following Dharmottara, we take the compound sddhyadharmasdmd-
nyeita as a karmadhdraya, it would then be better translated as something
along the lines of "on account of the universal which is the sddhya-
dharma"2* and with this amendment the translation of NB II, 7 would
become:

Sapaksa are things which are similar [to the subject, i.e., the
paksa] on account of [possessing] the universal which is the
sddhyadkarma.

So taken, NB II, 7 would seem like a perfect specification of what the
dGe lugs pa have been calling "sapaksa taken etymologically"—how-
ever, that is not what 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa seems to take it to mean
at all. Here the divergence of interpretations is understandable if we
compare the Sanskrit and its Tibetan translation. The Tibetan has (in-
stead of the instrumental) ... dang don mthun pa, which can only be
translated as "an object similar to ..." Thus, translating the Tibetan of
NB II, 7 we get:

Sapaksa are objects which are similar to the universal which
is the sddhyadharma.

'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa, using the technical language of debate and
mtshan nyid, argues that this verse shows that sapaksa (proper) includes
both the "exclusion-universal" (spyi Idog) of the sddhyadharma and all
that is similar to it, viz., the "exclusion-bases" (gzhi Idog).21 These are
technical terms in dGe lugs pa philosophy, and although a satisfactory
explanation would necessitate an excursus into apoha theory, for our
purposes the point can be expressed in simpler terms: sapaksa includes
the sddhyadharma universal itself and everything which has this univer-
sal. The subject can also be a sapaksa.

But basically, though, to make a long story short, I do not think that
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we can easily side with 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa in interpreting NB II, 7.
Although there is nothing in Vinitadeva's commentary on the
Nydyabindu which would exclude such an interpretation (the Sanskrit
is not extant, and the Tibetan naturally speaks of ...dang don mthun
pa), Dharmottara's commentary does not support it; in fact, Dharmot-
tara clearly justifies a translation such as that of Stcherbatsky, et aL, duly
amended.28 In short, although 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa himself seems to
find his textual grounding in NB II, 7,1 think that we will have to look
elsewhere.29

Curiously enough, it is Sa skya pandita who provides the clue as to
the Indian precedents for the dGe lugs pa position. (I say "curiously"
because the dGe lugs pa are of course post-Sa pan.) Recall that earlier
on, when we were discussing Sa pan's position, we spoke of a view which
held that sapaksa and vipaksa are directly contradictory, that all exis-
tents are classifiable as either one or the other, and that sapaksa and
vipaksa are respectively to be defined as what does or does not posses the
sddhyadharma. Now, in the Rigs gter rang 'grel, Sa skya pandita explicitly
states that these definitions of sapaksa and vipaksa—and hence also the
other two points, which follow from such definitions—were accepted
by "certain people who followed the teacher Santipa" (= Ratnakaras'anti,
a tenth to eleventh-century thinker who formulated the position of "in-
trinsic entailment" (antarvydpti)).30

Indeed it is true that Ratnakaras'anti himself did put forward these
particular definitions; they can be found in his Antarvydptisamarthana?1

Moreover, it turns out that the dGe lugs pa definitions, along with their
consequences, are identical to those of the Antarvyaptivadins. Although
'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa and Yongs 'dzin phur bu lcog had phrased things
a little differently, using the terms "non-voidness" and "voidness," it does
come down to the same position. And interestingly enough, a few lines
further on in the Rigs gter rang 'grel, we see that Sa pan himself speaks
about certain people who took sapaksa as being what is not void of the
sddhyadharma, and vipaksa as being what is void: he says flatly that this
is nothing different from the other formulation (de nyidlas ma 'das so)?1

It can be determined with reasonable certainty that some post-Sa pan
thinkers, such as Nya dbon kun dga' dpal, did subscribe to
Ratnakarasanti's views on Antarvyaptivada. Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal
mtshan quotes passages from the Nya tlkd—which is most likely Kun
dga' dpal's now lost commentary on the Pramdnavdrttika—where the
latter author endorses Ratnakaras'anti's views.33 However, concerning
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the pre-Sa pan Antarvyaptivadins, whom Go rams pa characterizes as
"various early scholars," I am unable to ascertain who they were.

What is noteworthy, though, is that while the An tarvyap tivada defi-
nitions of sapaksa and vipaksa seem to have found their way into the dGe
lugs pa school, the cardinal tenet of antarvydpti did not.34 Ramakarasanci
had argued that for the intelligent examples were not necessaiy to as-
certain the anvayavydpti—it could be ascertained in the subject—and
similarly, the fallacy of asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu was only for dullards.
Now, the dGe lugs pa do not subscribe to that. In fact, as can be seen
from a passage from rGyal tshab rje which I have translated and in-
cluded as an appendix, the dGe lugs pa came down squarely on the side
of the traditional view of "extrinsic entailment" (bahirvydpti), which
maintained that examples were necessary and that the fallacy of asddhd-
randnaikdntikahetuwas inescapable in the case of certain types of reasons.
It is probably fair to say that as a unified, coherent system, Antarvyap-
tivada caused no more than a few ripples in Tibet. While some thinkers
before and after Sa pan probably did consider themselves Antarvyap-
tivadins, they were, it seems, the exception. The Sa skya pa generally did
not endorse it, and the dGe lugs pa only subscribed to its views on
sapaksa and vipaksa, which, as we shall see, they managed to harmonize
with a version of the asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu.

Chos kyi rgyal mtshan on the asadharananaikantikahetu

Let us look at a few passages in rNarn 'grelspyi don where Chos kyi rgyal
mtshan debates with the Rigs gter ba, the followers of the Tshadma rigs
pa'i gter. First of all, Chos kyi rgyal mtshan presents Sa skya pandita's
fourfold classification of the different forms of this hetu,35 the first of
the four being the sound-impermanent-audible case, where, in true or-
thodox fashion, Sa pan maintained that the reason was completely ab-
sent from both the sapaksa and the vipaksa. Chos kyi rgyal mtshan then
argues that such an asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu just does not exist. Why?
I quote:

Because if something is an asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu (thun

mong ma yin pa'i ma nges pa'i gtan tshig) for proving sound's

impermanence, it must be present in only sapaksa for proving

sound's impermanence.36
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With a bit of reflection we can see that this does in fact follow from the
dGe lugs pa notion o£ sapaksa (proper): if something is co-extensive with
sound, then it must be exclusively present in impermanent things, i.e.,
in the sapaksa (taken dGe lugs pa-style).

Next, we get the Rigs gter ba reply:

To that, the followers of the Rigs gter say: "There is a reason
for saying that audibility is both completely absent in the sapaksa
for proving sound's impermanence and is also completely ab-
sent in the vipaksa. For audibility is both completely absent
from sapaksa [such as] vases for proving sound's imperma-
nence, and it is also completely absent in vipaksa [such as]
space. Therefore, all the preceding consequences [such as, in-
ter alia, the nonexistence of such a type of asddhdrandnaikd-
fitikahetu,] do not refute [our position]. For, 'sapaksa (mthun
phyogs) for proving sound's impermanence' and Valid homo-
logous example (mthun dpeyangdag) for proving sound's im-
permanence' are co-extensive (don gcig), and Valid hetero-
logous example (mi mthun dpeyang dag)' and 'vipaksa for
proving sound's impermanence' are also co-extensive. And
[furthermore] if [one says that] there does not exist an uncer-
tain reason (ma nges pa'i gtan tshigs = anaikdntikahetu) for

proving sound's impermanence which is absent in the respec-

tive sapaksa and is also absent in the respective vipaksa-, then

there would be the fault that the text [i.e., the Pramdna-

samuccaya] which says, 'the paksadharma is present or absent

in the sapaksa and so on, could not be accepted literally."37

To this Chos kyi rgyal mtshan offers two rejoinders. First, the equa-
tion between homologous examples and sapaksa is faulty. If they were
the same,

then it would follow [absurdly] that a rocky mountain, which
does not arise from effort, would be a valid homologous ex-
ample for proving a conch sound's impermanence through the
reason, 'arisen from effort', because it is a sapaksa in such a proof.

After all, a rocky mountain is a sapaksa, because it possesses the sddhya-
dharma, impermanence, but it cannot be a homologous example, as it
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is not an instance of the property which is cited as the reason, viz., "arisen
from effort."38

Second, when Dignaga in the Hetucakra and the Pramdnasamuccaya
says that a reason such as "audibility" is completely absent in sapaksa and
vipaksa, what he means, according to Chos kyi rgyal mtshan, is that the
opponent who ascertains the paksadharmatd cannot, in this case, estab-
lish that audibility is present in the sapaksa or vipaksa. The point is that
audibility is in factthere in exclusively the sapaksa^ but the opponent can-
not know this without an example, and in this case an example is not
forthcoming. Thus, we have the fallacy of an uncertain reason (ma nges
pa 'igtan tshigs = anaikdntikahetu) in that the anvayavydpticannot be as-
certained (nges pa = niscita) by one of the parties in the debate.39

Accordingly, the key moves in the dGe lugs account of the asddhdra-
ndnaikdntikahetu are that they make a split between their (redefined)
notion of sapaksa and that of homologous examples, and then they "psy-
chologize" Dignaga's statements about existence and nonexistence as
meaning "...knows that ...exists/does not exist." They can then argue
that in certain special cases, such as the sound-impermanent-audible
reasoning, where there is no example which differs from the subject, it
is impossible (i.e., epistemically impossible) that the opponent ascer-
tains the presence of the reason in the sapaksa. {A fortiori he will not as-
certain its presence in the vipaksa, because it is in fact not there.) In this
context, we should also stress that this interpretation of "existence"
/"nonexistence" or "presence'7"absence" is certainly not just an inven-
tion on the part of Chos kyi rgyal mtshan, et al., but finds some sup-
port in Dharmaklrti's Svavrtti to PV I, k. 28 (the Svavrtti passages are
given in bold-face; the rest is Karnakagomin's commentary as found on
p. 84 of Sankrtyayana's edition):

katham tarhy asddharanatvdc chrdvanatvam nitydnityayor
ndstiy ucyata ity aha I kevalam tv iiyddi I nitydnityesu srdvana-
tvasya bhdvaniscaydbhdvdt Isrdvanatvam nitydnityayor ndstity
ucyate II "Now then how is it that audibility is said to be ab-
sent in both permanent and impermanent [things] because it
is an exclusive [attribute]? [Dharmaklrti] answers: But it is
just... etc. [It is just] because audibility is not ascertained as
being in either permanent or impermanent [things] that audi-
bility is said to be absent from what is permanent or imper-
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Finally, as we shall see in the appended passages from rGyal tshab rje,
the essential points of the dGe lugs account can be expanded and de-
veloped also to refute the Antarvyaptivadin—i.e., even if one dispenses
with examples altogether, the opponent will still be incapable of ascer-
taining both the paksadharmatd and the anvayavydpti. The basic line,
though, remains the same: instead of asking factual questions as to
whether or not the reason is present in sapaksa, one inquires about what
the opponent can or cannot reasonably know or think—in effect, the
asddhdrandnaikdntikahetuhzs been transformed into a problem of epis-
temic or belief logic.

Some Brief Remarks on the Formal Issues at Stake

All the preceding may still seem like a series of bizarre moves to one
who is accustomed to the received scenario, but it is not, I think, with-
out its merits, especially formal logical merits. (I cannot attempt a very
detailed exposition here—only some guidelines—but the main argu-
ments will be fleshed out in formal logic in the notes.)

First, it can be argued, as does S. Katsura (1983), that at an earlier
stage in the development of Buddhist logic, anvaya and vyatinku jointly
served as a type of inductive procedure, but that with the addition of the
particle eva to the formulation of the trairiipya—following Katsura this
occurs already with Dignaga's Pramdnasamuccayavrtti—and the re-
quirement that there be a necessary connection (pratibandha) between
the reason and the sddhyadharma, this inductive logic was gradually re-
placed by notions of entailment which were more rigorous and deduc-
tive in character.40 It seems to me that the orthodox model of sapaksa
and vipaksa and the asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu would apply quite well
to such an inductive logic; one "observes" that the reason is present in
a number of examples/sapaksa, and absent in various counterexamples/
vipaksa, and one then induces that a new and different case, viz., the sub-
ject, will also have the property in question.

However, applied to a trairiipya with eva, it can be shown that the or-
thodox model presents serious formal problems, not the least of which
is that the anvaya and vyatireka are not logically equivalent.41 Indeed it
demands a most acute effort of logical acumen to see how the conclu-
sion could be entailed at all.42 The main advantage, then, of the dGe lugs
pa interpretation of sapaksa and vipaksa—whatever might be its textual
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and historical grounding—is that it does overcome those formal prob-
lems. And moreover, in contradistinction to the Antarvyaptlvada ap-
proach—which would also avoid the formal pitfalls, but which would
have to sacrifice the role of the example and the fallacy of asddhdra-
ndnaikdntikahetu—the dGe lugs pa can and do still keep these impor-
tant elements of Dignaga's and Dharmaklrti's logic.

Appendix A:
from rGyal tshab rje's rNarn 'grel thar lam gsal byed

[Opponent:] It does follow that the vyatirekavydpti is established in
proving that sound is impermanent by means of [the reason] audibil-
ity. For, audibility exists in only impermanent things and never in what
is permanent. If it were otherwise, then sound too would not be estab-
lished as impermanent.

[Reply:] Now then, does a reason make [something] understood like
a butter-lamp, i.e., by its mere competence, or does it depend on the as-
certainment of a necessary connection ('brel ba - sambandha; prati-
bandha) in the example [between it and the sddhyadharma] ?

Taking the first [hypothesis], it would then follow [absurdly] that
one could understand a sddhya simply by having a reason such as "pro-
ducthood" come to be an object of the mind; for, it would make [the
sddhya] understood in the same manner as a butter-lamp, which, by
merely coming to be an object of the mind, clarifies forms, it [the op-
ponent] agrees, then [we reply that] it would follow [absurdly] that no
one would be confused about selflessness (bdag med = nairdfrmya), and
that [all] would, hence, be effortlessly saved.43

But taking the second [hypothesis], then "audibility" could not be es-
tablished as both the paksadharma proving sound's impermanence as
well as the vyatirekavydpti. This is because it would be impossible to as-
certain the necessary connection in the example before establishing the
sddhya.

[Objection of the Antarvyaptivadin:] To demonstrate the necessary
connection to a dullard one does depend on an example. But the intel-
ligent, even without an example, will remember the connection as soon
as they see the reason, as they have previously established the entail-
men (khyab pa = vydpti) by means of direct perception (tnngon sum =
pratyaksa). And given this [recollection], they will understand imper-
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manence in [the subject] sound. So although an extrinsic entailment
(phyi'i khyabpa = bahirvydpti), which depends on an example, would
not be ascertained, an intrinsic entailment (nanggi khyab pa = antar-
vydpti) would; hence, audibility will be a valid reason.

[Reply:] This is incoherent. For, if [the opponent] ascertains that
things audible are impermanent, then he must also ascertain that sound
is impermanent [in which case he could no longer doubt the truth of
the sddhya, as the criteria for thepaksadharmatdrequire].44

[Objection:] But then it would follow [absurdly] that audibility is
not the defining characteristic (mtshan nyid = laksana) of sound [as it
should be possible to ascertain a defining characteristic and not ascer-
tain its definiendum (mtshon bya)].45

[Reply:] This is not a problem. In general it is so that the two [viz.,
sound and audibility] have differing degrees of difficulty of ascertain-
ment. But unless one discerns what the subject, sound, is through a
means of valid knowledge (tshadma = pramdna), it will be impossible
to prove the paksadharmaftd], namely, that audibility is established in
[sound] in keeping with the mode of presentation (godtshul).46 So if au-
dibility is not apaksadharma, then it cannot be a valid reason. But when
it is a paksadharma, then one cannot fail to ascertain sound once one has
ascertained audibility. And then, after that, even if audibility might
make the sddhya understood, it is not possible that one [i.e., the oppo-
nent] fails to ascertain that sound entails impermanence when he has as-
certained that audibility entails impermanence. [Hence, he cannot have
the necessary doubt of the sddhya].

Appendix B: Tibetan Text

(From the Sarnath edition [1974] of rNam 'grel thar lam gsal byed, vol.
1, pp. 54—55. My paragraphing of the text corresponds to that of my
translation.)

mnyan byas sgra mi rtag par bsgrub pa la ldog khyab grub par thai / mnyan
bya mi rtag pa kho na la gnas kyi rtag pa la nam yang med pa'i phyir / gzhan
du na sgra yang mi rtag par mi 'grub par 'gyur ro zhe na /

'o na gtan tshigs mar me bzhin du rung ba tsam gyis go byed du 'gyur ram
/ dpe la brel ba nges pa la bltos /

dang po ltar na gtan tshigs byas pa sogs bio yul du song ba tsam gyis bsgrub
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bya go nus par thai / mar me bio yul du song ba tsam gyis gzugs gsal bar byed
pa dang / go byed kyi tshul mtshungs pa'i phyir / 'dod na / 'gro ba 'ga' yang
bdag med la rmongs pa med pas 'bad pa med par grol bar thai lo //

phyi ma ltar / mnyan bya sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i phyogs chos dang / ldog
khyab gnyis ka tshogs pa ma grub par thai / bsgrub bya ma grub pa'i sngar
'brel ba dpe la nges pa mi srid pa'i phyir /

gal te rmongs pa la brel ba ston pa dpe la bltos pa yin gyi mkhas pas ni dpe
med par yang / sngar khyab pa mngon sum gyis grub nas rtags mthong ma thag
brel ba dran nas de'i rjes su sgra la mi rtag pa go bas dpe la bltos pa'i phyi'i
khyab pa ma nges kyang nang gi khyab pa nges pa yod pas mnyan bya rtags
yang dag tu 'gyur ro zhe na /

mi rigs te / mnyan bya mi rtag par nges na sgra yang mi rtag par nges dgos
pa'i phyir ro //

'o na / mnyan bya sgra'i mtshan nyid ma yin par thai lo zhe na /
skyon med de / spyir de gnyis la nges dka' sla yod kyang / chos can sgra

tshad mas gtan la ma phebs par mnyan bya de la 'god tshul ltar grub pa'i phyogs
chos grub pa mi srid pas / phyogs chos su ma song na rtags yang dag mi srid la
/ phyogs chos su song ba'i tshe mnyan bya nges nas sgra ma nges pa mi srid la
/ de'i rjes su bsgrub bya go bar byed na yang mnyan bya la mi rtag pa'i khyab
pa nges nas sgra la mi rtag pa'i khyab pa ma nges pa mi srid pa'i phyir ro //

Appendix C: Author's Remarks Added in June ip8p

The present article was written in Hiroshima in 1984 and was destined
for the proceedings of the Csoma de Kdros congress in Visegrad, Hun-
gary. Unfortunately, however, the Hungarians ran into various finan-
cial problems which delayed publication for a number of years, and in
the interim—as frequently happens in these situations—I found some
other relevant material on the problems at stake. In particular it turned
out that Dharmakirti, in PVIV (Pardrthdnumdna), supported the dGe
lugs pa interpretation of sapaksa and asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu much
more clearly than I had initially imagined when I wrote "On Sapaksa'
in 1984. In an article published in 1988 entitled "Some Reflections on
R.S.Y. Chi's Buddhist Formal Logic" I discussed Dharmaldrti's position
in PV IV, k. 207-59.

Now, "On Sapaksa' has had a certain circulation in samizdat form in
Japan, and some Japanese colleagues and friends have urged me to pub-
lish it as it is. This, then, is what I have done, although I am conscious
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of the article's inadequacies in treating Dharmakirti's position. Proba-
bly the best and least disruptive way to balance the dossier which I pre-
sented in "On Sapaksa" is to quote some passages from pages 160—61
of my 1988 article. The reader will see that when in 1984 I said that "this
[dGe lugs pa] interpretation of "existence'V'nonexistence" or "pres-
ence'7"absence" is certainly not just an invention on the part of Chos
kyi rgyal mtshan et al.y but finds some support in Dharmakirti," I was
being overly cautious. Here then are the relevant passages:

[Pages 160—61] "...Dharmakirti, in Pramdnavdrttika IV's long dis-
cussion of the asddhdranahetu, does not support the orthodox scenario,
but rather comes up with a version (similar to the dGe lugs) which
would interpret this fallacy as being essentially a problem of an epis-
temic and intensional logic in that it involves contexts such as 'X knows
that...'

"Kdrikds 207-59 of PVIV form part of a larger section loosely treat-
ing of Dignaga's Hetucakra, and specifically concern the refutation of
the Naiyayika's argument that living bodies have selves (dtman) because
they have breath and other animal functions (prdnddi). Although Dhar-
makirti does not discuss the sound-(im)permanent-audibility example
very much, he does explicitly state in PV IV, k. 218 that the asddhdra-
ndnaikdntikahetu, 'breath, etc.,' is completely logically similar to the
example found in the Hetucakra (srdvanatvena tat tulyam prdnddi vyab-
hicdratah). Here are some of the key verses along with extracts from
commentaries.

"Context: In PV IV, k. 205 and 206, Dharmakirti has been putting
forth the recurrent theme that the certainty of the reason's being ex-
cluded from the dissimilar instances depends upon there being a neces-
sary connection (avindbhdva) between it and the property to be proven.
Such a connection will guarantee the pervasion (vydpti), i.e., the con-
comitances in similarity (anvaya) and in difference (vyatireka). Thus,
given such a connection, the reason would be excluded from the dis-
similar instances, but in the case of the asddhdranahetu, such a connec-
tion cannot be established; hence there is no such definitive exclusion.

Devendrabuddhi's introduction to PV IV, k. 207: [Objec-
tion:] If in this way the Master [Dignaga] did not exclude
(Idogpa may in na) the special case [i.e., the asddhdranahetu}

[from the dissimilar instances], then why is it said that it is ex-

cluded from the similar and dissimilar instances?47
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Dharmaklrti's PVIV, k. 207: [Reply:] It is just from the point
of view of merely not observing [the reason among the dis-
similar instances] that he spoke of it being excluded. There-
fore [i.e., since the vyatireka is uncertain when it is due to
merely not observing the reason], [the Master said that the
reason] is uncertain. Otherwise [if there were the certainty
that it is excluded from the dissimilar instances], [the reason)
would be demonstrative (gamaka)}*

PV IV, k. 220: By saying that [the sddbana] is excluded just
from the contrary of what is to be proven (asddhya) [viz., the
dissimilar instances], it is asserted [by implication] that it is
present in what is to be proven (sddhya) [viz., in the similar
instances]. Therefore, itiwas said that by means of one [viz.,
the vyatireka or the anvaya], both will be demonstrated by
implication.49

"The point of PV IV, k. 207, then, is that Dharmakirti wants to in-
terpret 'absence in the vipaksa metaphorically: it does not mean that
breath, etc. are in fact completely absent from what does not have a self,
but rather that the debaters do not observe that breath, etc. occurs in
things which have no self. But, although the debater might not see some-
thing, that does not necessarily mean that it is not there. In that sense,
the debater does not ascertain absence, for indeed, as k. 220 makes clear,
if breath, etc. were really absent in the dissimilar instances, then the
vyatirekavydpti would hold; hence, the anvaya would hold too, and the
reason would be valid!

"So in brief, 'exclusion' or 'absence' is to be interpreted metaphori-
cally as meaning 'nonobservation.' And precisely because nonobserva-
tion is not probative, the essential point of the asddhdrariahetu, accord-
ing to Dharmakirti's interpretation of Dignaga, is that the debaters do
not know or ascertain vydpti, be it the reason's absence in vipaksa or its
presence in sapaksa."

Note that this interpretation of "absence in the vipaksa' is slightly dif-
ferent from what Dharmakirti had given in the Svavrtti passage which
I had quoted in the body of my article (see p. 99 above). There Dhar-
makirti argued that the reason, "audibility," was "not ascertained as be-
ing present" (bhdvaniscaydbbdva) in the vipaksa. (This Svavrfti passage
seems to be reflected also in Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs; see note 39.) In short,
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this view apparently construed "absence in vipaksd' as meaning "no as-
certained presence." In PV IV, however, Dharmaklrti is explaining the
asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu s "absence in vipakscT as being an uncertain
absence. The two explanations are not completely identical, although
undeniably they do complement and reinforce each other.

Finally we might add the following philological observation in con-
nection with PV IV, k. 220 which would seem to support the view that
Dharmakirti is rejecting the "orthodox scenario" in favor of sapaksa and
vipaksa along the lines of Antarvyaptivada. If we examine the Sanskrit
of k. 220, we see that Dharmakirti uses the terms sddhya and asddhya—
Manorathanandin and Devendrabuddhi (cf. PVP 312b6-7) gloss these
words as sapaksa and vipaksa respectively. In other words, sapaksa would
seem to be everything which has the property to be proved and vipaksa
would be everything which lacks this property.

N O T E S TO CHAPTER 5

The orginal publication contains the following acknowledgment: "I should like
to acknowledge gratefully financial assistance received from the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council of Canada (program 461) enabling me to
present this paper at the Bicentential Csoma de Koros Symposium in Viseg-
rad, Hungary, Sept. 13-19, 1984. Thanks are also due to Prof. E. Steinkellner
of Vienna who read the paper with a scrutinizing eye and offered a number of
useful suggestions."

1 For the different uses of"paksa" (i.e., thesis, subject, sap aksalvipaksa), see
Staal (1973). The question if Dignaga also subscribed to this type of formu-
lation of the trairupya with the particle eva ("only") is dealt with in Katsura
(1983). For an oft-cited formulation from Dharmakirti, see NB II.5:
trairupyarn punar lingasydnumeye sattvam eva sapaksaiva sattvam apakse
cdsattvam eva niscitam.

2 See his commentary on Dignaga's Hetucakra, p. 9a (p. 151 in gSung 'bum
vol. ka): de tsam go mkhan dkon par snang ngo I.

3 For Go rams pa, I am relying on his two commentaries on Sa pan's Rigs
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gter: the Rigsgtergyi dongsal bar byedpa = sDe bdun mdo dang bcas pa'i
dgongs pa phyin ci ma log par 'grelpa tshad ma rigs pa'i gter gyi don gsal bar
byedpa, and the Rigs gter gyi dka'gnas = Tshad ma rigs pa 'i gter gyi dka' ba'i
gnas mam par bshadpa sde bdun rab gsal. Cf. in particular the chapters on
rang don rjes dpag (svdrthdnumdna), pp. 91b2-l 19a5 and pp. 223a3-278b4
respectively.

4 Cf. the quotations from Dignaga PS and Moksakaragupta given below.
For the substitution of sa for samdna, see Kajiyama (1966: n. 165) and
Durvekamis'ra's DP ^ N B II, 7 (pp. 97-98).

5 Cf. n. 29 below.

6 Cf. e.g., Tachikawa (1971: 135, n. 33): "Both the sapaksa and the vipaksa
must be different from the paksa" Gillon and Love (1980: 370): "That sub-
stratum in which superstratum S is and which is different from paksa is
sapaksa"

7 Cf. the quotation from Rigs gter rang 'grel below (n.16). Note that point
(2) is also reflected in modern authors; Mimaki (1976), for example, system-
atically translates sapaksa by Texemple homogene."

8 Kajiyama (1958: 363), writes:

"If the reason belongs exclusively to the minor term, as in the case
of audibility which is supposed to prove momentariness of sound
(minor term), no homologous cases which are audible and mo-
mentary are available. In this case we cannot ascertain validity of the
major premise, 'Whatever is audible is momentary'."

(Kajiyama specifies that he means sapaksa by "homologous cases" and
vipahaby "heterologous cases.") Stcherbatsky (1930: 208, n.l) and
Tachikawa (1971: n.33, p. 135) have similar formulations.

9 PS II, k. 5: anumeye 'tha tattulye sadbhdvo ndstitdsati. Sanskrit fragment

preserved in Uddyotakara's Nydyavdrttika 136, 6. See Steinkellner (1973:

131).

10 Cf. PVinll, p. 30, 3-4.

11 Tarkabhdsd (Mysore ed., p. 25): samdnah paksah sapaksah I paksena saha

sadrso drstdntadharmity arthah I.
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12 Gillon and Love (1980: 370): "Also, it is reasonable to assume that the
word "samdna" ("similar") restricts any two things to be regarded as sarndna

(i.e., similar, as opposed to identical) to non-identical things."

13 Rigs gter 18b4-19a4, SKB 5, pp. 163-64. Rang 'grel \32b-\37b (for the

Rigs gter rang grel, references are to the first set of numbers appearing on the

front side of the folios), SKB 5, pp. 233-35.

14 Rang 'grel \32b-\33z. Cf. n. 30.

15 Rigs gter 18b6-19al, Rang 'grel \34b5-6: shes 'dodphyogs su mi 'dodphyir
I Itos gzhi dangpo medpar 'gyur II Itos gzhi dangpo mi 'dodpa II 'di la phyogs
chos mtshan nyid dka 71. For the requirement that the anumeya (- dharmin)
be enquired about, cf. PVin II, Steinkellner ed., p. 30. Both the Sa skya pa
and the dGe lugs pa incorporate this requirement into their definitions of the
paksadharma, by using the term shes 'dod chos can ("subject of enquiry") (cf.
Rigs gtergyi don gsal bar byedpa 96b 5-6) or shes 'dod chos can sky on med
("faultless subject of enquiry"). This latter dGe lugs pa term is defined in
Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs (p. 17 ed. S. Onoda) as: khyod by as pa'i rtags kyis sgra mi
rtagpar sgrubpa 'i rtsod gzhir bzung bayangyin I khyod by as par tshad mas nges
nas I khyod mi rtag pa yin min lashes 'dod zhugs pa 'i gang zagsrid payang yin
pa'i gzhi mthun par dmigs pa I. The essential point, then, which this defini-
tion makes is that it must be possible (sridpa) to ascertain that the subject is
qualifed by the reason (e.g., that sound is a product) and still doubt or wish
to know whether the subject is qualified by the sddhyadharma (e.g., whether
or not sound is impermanent). Go rams pa and Yongs 'dzin phur

bu lcog alike say that for the paksadharmatd to be satisfied, the reason must
qualify such a "subject of enquiry." They both also speak of "bases of re-
liance" (Itos gzhi) of the three characteristics (tshul = rupa), the "subject of
enquiry" being the basis for the paksadharma(td), and sapaksa and vipaksa
being the bases for the anvaya and vyatirekavydpti respectively (Cf. Go rams
pa, op. cit.y 95a6-95b2; Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs, p. 17 and p. 19). Finally, I can-
not help remarking that Sa pan's argument could probably be answered
without too much difficulty by a dGe lugs pa: although it is true, he could
answer, that in general (spyir) the subject is determined as being in one of the
two paksa, the opponent himself does not determine that fact, and so can
preserve his doubt.

16 Rang 'grel 135a3-4: rtsod gzhi phyogs gny is su kha tshon chodna mthun dpe

la mthun phyogs zhes brjod mi nus te I rtsod gzhi'ang mthun phyogs yin pa 'i phyir

ro II. Note that rtsod gzhi is another term for the subject (chos can = dharmin).
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17 Rigsgtergyidka'gnaslllol, SKB 12, p. 114.

18 For the section on sapaksa (mthun phyogs) and vipaksa (mi mthun phyogs),

see 6b-13a (pp. 190-201 in Collected Works of Jam dbyangs bzhad pa, vol.
15 {ba)). Cf. also Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs, pp. 19-22. The fact that this ques-
tion of the two ways of construing sapaksa and vipaksa is usually discussed in
rtags rigs texts, which are introductions to pramdna studies for young monks,
shows that this was an often debated topic in the dGe lugs curriculum. For
vipaksa, cf. also n. 29.

19 F. 8a {Collected Works, p. 191). Yongs'dzin phur bu lcog (p. 19) phrases
the relationship in terms of yin khyab mnyam ("equal entailment"). Don gcig
and yin khyab mnyam are not exactly the same notions—although for our
purposes the difference can be overlooked here. For yin khyab mnyam, see
Yongs 'dzin bsdus griva chung, in particular the third lesson (mam bzhag), Idog
pa ngos 'dzin. Don gcig is discussed in Ngag dbang nyi ma's bsDus gtwa brjed
tho, p. 36. At any rate, whether we speak of Fand G being yin khyab mnyam
or being don gcig, it will follow that (x) (Fx+~* Gx), i.e., for all x: x possesses
Fif and only if x possesses G.

20 sgra mi rtagpar sgrub pa 'i bsgrub tshul dang mthun par mi rtagpas mi stong

pa I sgra mi rtagpar sgrub pa 'i mthun phyogs kyi mtshan nyid II (p. 19).

21 Cf. 'jam dbyangs bzhad pa'i rtags rigs 7b. ' J a m dbyangs bzhad pa also uses
god tshul {"mode of presentation") and speaks of yin 'god And yod 'god in the
context of sapaksa and vipaksa, which is perhaps slightly unusual, as these
terms in other rtags rigs texts are more often reserved for the definitions of the
three characteristics (tshidgsum). At any rate, the idea is the same: one is ex-
plicitly eliminating possible confusions between the Tibetan verbs yin and yod.

22 Jam dbyangs bzhad pa 'i rtags rigs 8b—9a; Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs, pp. 20—21.
(Yongs 'dzin's heading (sa bead) sgra bshadjuggi mu bzhi rtsi ba must be an
error.) Following 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa's presentation, the three points are:
(a) something which is a sapaksa for proving Pand which is also a sapaksa
taken etymologically for proving P (de sgrub kyi mthun phyogs yin la I de sgrub
kyi mthun phyogs kyi sgra bshad du yod pa 'i mu /). For example, a vase, when
one is proving that sound is impermanent, (b) something which is a sapaksa
for Pbut is not a sapaksa taken etymologically for P (de sgrub kyi mthun
phyogs yin la I de sgrub kyi mthun phyogs kyi sgra bshad du medpa'i mu /).
For example, unconditioned space ('dus ma byas kyi nam mkha') when one

is proving that sound is permanent. It is a sapaksa for such a proof, because
it is permanent. But it is not a sapaksa taken etymologically because "it and
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sound are not both similar in being permanent. Why? Because it is perma-
nent and sound is impermanent " (khyod dang sgra gnyis rtagpar chos mi
mthun pa 'iphyir te I khyod rtagpa yin pa gang zhig I sgra mi rtagpa yin pa V
phyir I), (c) something which is neither (gnyis ka mayinpa'i mu). For exam-
ple, a rabbit's horn. For an explanation of mu gsum, mu bzhi, don gcig and
such structures in Tibetan debate logic, see Onoda (1979). Finally, it should
be noted that both 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa and Yongs'dzin phur bu lcog also
sketch out a three point relationship between vipaksa for P and vipaksa taken
etymologically for P.

23 NP 2.2 in Tachikawa (1971).

24 For the Tibetan, see the edition of de la Vallee Poussin, p. 3.

25 NBT adNft II, 7: naca visesah sddhyah, api tu sdmdnyam / ata iha
sdmdnyam sddhyam uktam I.

26 Cf. NBT adNB 11,7: sddhyadharmascdsau sdmdnyam ceti... See also
DP. It would seem that Gillon and Love (et al.) have taken the compound as
an instrumental tatpurusa. Cf. their denominalization (1980: 370): "[tasya]
sddhya-dhatmah [paksasya] sddhya-dharmena samdnah ity anena [paksena]
samdnah arthah sapaksahr Cf. also Stcherbatsky's translation (p. 59): "A sim-
ilar case is an object which is similar through the common possession of the
inferred property." Viniitadeva can be read as taking the compound as a geni-
tive tatpurusa:... bsgrub par bya ba V chos te I de V spyi ni bsgrub par by a ba V
chos kyi spyi 'o I (p. 57). \

27 rTags rigs 10b6-l Ia2. For these terms see the Idogpa ngos 'dzin chapter of
Yongs 'dzin bsdusgrwa. Tsong kha pa, in sDe bdun la 'jugpa'i sgo don gnyer
yid kyi mutt sel, p. 40, defines Idogpa (= vydvrtti) as:

rtogpa la rigs mi mthun las log par snang ba V chos gang zhig I dngos
po ma yin pa / rtogpa la gzugs su snang ba Ita bu /. "A dharma which
appears to conceptual thought as excluded from [all] kinds which
are dissimilar to it, and which is not a real entity. For example, what
appears as form (= rupa) to conceptual thought."

28 NBT ^ / N B II, 7 (p. 98): sddhyadharmas cdsau sdmdnyam ceti sddhya-
dharmasdmdnyena samdnah paksena sapaksa ity arthah II. Cf. vol. she 59a2—3i
de ni bsgrub par bya ba V chos kyangyin la I spyi yangyin te I bsgrub par bya ba i
chos kyi spyis phyogs dang mtshungs pa ni mthun pa'i phyogs yin no zhes bya ba /
don to I. Note that in the Tibetan too, phyogs dang mtshungs pa (samdnah
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paksena) renders unambiguous the meaning of NB II, 7. (I should mention
that Jam dbyangs bzhad pa's rTags rigs, in the edition which I have, reads
. ..spyi'i don mthunpa .. .for NB II, 7, which must be an error.)

29 Note that in NB II, 8, Dharmakirti defines asapaksa (= vipaksa) as what
is not sapaksa (na sapakso sapaksah), and here Durvekamisra glosses on NBT
as follows: sapaksa yo na bhavattti sddhyadharmavdn yo na bhavatity arthah
(DP p. 98). Moreover, in NP 2.2 we find vipakso yatra sddhyam ndsti, which
along with Durvekamisra's comment on NBT, suggests that all and only
those things which do not possess the sddhyadharma are vipaksa. This seems
like what the dGe lugs pa are terming vipaksa (proper). Certainly vipaksa
taken etymologically is different from this, as we can see from 'Jan* dbyangs
bzhad pa's and Yongs 'dzin's arguments that they have a three point relation
(mu gsum). Cf. n. 22. (Tachikawa [1971: 117], gives quite the same etymo-
logical explanation of vipaksa as the Tibetan authors, saying: "vipaksa means
anything dissimilar to the paksa insofar as it does not possess the sddhya")
All this could, then, provide a certain amount of ammunition for a dGe
lugs pa argument that there are notions of sapaksa and vipaksa proper in
Dharmakirti.

30 Rang 'grel 132b4—5: kha cigslob dpon sdnti pa'i ryes su 'brangs nas bsgrub
by a V chos dang Idan pa mthun phyogs I mi Idan pa mi mthun phyogs zhes zer la
I. For antarvydpti, see Kajiyama (1958), Mimaki (1976).

31 Antarvydptisamarthana (ed. H. Shastri p. 112, lines 17-18: sddhyadharma-

yuktah sarvah sdmdnyena sapaksah, atadyuktas cdsapaksa iti I. See Kajiyama

(1999: 100 and 127).

32 Rang 'grel 133a 1: kha cig bsgrub bya V chos kyis stong mi stong la 'dod na 'ang
de nyid las ma 'das so I.

33 rNam 'grel spyi don 81 b2-4:

de Itaryang nya tika las I chos bram ze gnyis kyis mnyan bya sgra mi
rtagpar bsgrub pa V rtagsyang dag mayinpar bshadl rgyal dbang bio
dang s'anti pas rtagsyang dag tu bshad do II zhes dang lyang nya tika
las mkhas grub santi pa *yang rmongs pa la dpe dgos I mkhaspa la mi
dgospas mnyan bya sgra mi rtagpar bsgrub pa V nagsyang dagyin par
mkhas pa mams la ni I gtan tshigs 'ba' zhig brjodpar zad ces pas
bstan zhes nang gi khyab par** bshad de I legs sam snyam mo zhes
bshadl. *Should be s'anti pas (?) ** The text has khyadpar. "In this
vein, too, the Nya Tika states: 'Dharmottara and the brahmin
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[Sankaranandana] both explained that audibility was not a valid
reason for proving that sound is impermanent; Jinendrabuddhi and
Santipa explained that it was a valid reason.' And the Nya Tikd also
says: 'The scholar Santipa, though, explained antarvydpti, saying
that by [Pramdnavdrttika, Svdrthdnumdna chapter, k. 27 which
states:] "To the intelligent one should just state the reason alone,"
it had been taught that since it is dullards who need examples, but
not the intelligent, then audibility is a valid reason for proving
sound's impermanence. I think that [this view] is correct."'

The Sanskrit of the portion cited from k.27 is: vidusdm vdcyo hetur eva hi
kevalah. Note that Miyasaka's edition of the Tibetan incorrectly opts for the
variant ga'zhiginstead of 'ba' zhig (= kevala). For what little information
there is on Nya dbon (i.e., the nephew of a certain Nya dge bshes dar ma rin
chen), see van der Kuijp (1983, n.360), who bases his information in part on
a mention of this author in A khu shes rab rgya mtsho's Tho yig, no. 11851.
Nya dbon kun dga' dpal, whom van der Kuijp dates as circa 1300-1380,
played an important role in the Sa skya pa lineage of the Pramdnavdrttika,
and is also mentioned in Taranatha's lineage of the Profound "Other-void-
ness" teachings (zab mogzhan stongdbu ma'i brgynd 'debs) {ibid., pp. 41 and
118). Of interest is the fact that Nya dbon mentions Jinendrabuddhi as
holding that audibility was a valid reason for proving sound's impermanence.
(Chos kyi rgyal mtshan, 81a, seconds this.) In fact, it seems that Nya dbon
and Chos kyi rgyal mtshan were probably right on this score. In Jinen-
drabuddhi's commentary on PS II, k. 5cd (PST re 105b3-5) we find the fol-
lowing suggestive passage:

de Itar na yang mnyan par by a ba nyid kyang mi rtagpa 'i gtan tshigs
la tshul gsum pa nyid du bsgrubs par 'gyur te I mam pa gzhan du na
mayin te I de la de dang mtshungs pa la yod par gyur pa nyidyodpa
may in pas so II rjes su ygro ba niyod de I rjes su gro ba zhes by a ba ni
rtags la rtags can yod pa kho na ste I de yang mnyan pa by a ba nyid la
yang yod do II de Itar ni gang du mnyan par by a nyid yin pa der mi
rtagpa nyid du 'gyur ba kho na ste I mam pa gzhan du na mnyan par
by a ba nyid kho nayang mi 'byung bas so zhes rtogspar byedpar 'gyur
roll.

Thus, it seems that we should also probably consider Jinendrabuddhi as a
predecessor of Antarvyaptivada, or at least as tending in that direction.

34 Cf. the passages from rGyal tshab rje in Appendix A and Appendix B.

35 Rang 'grel 154a6-154b2. Sa pan characterizes the first sort as: de la rtags
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gnyis ka la med nas ma rnthong ba I dper na sgra mi rtag ste ninyan bya yin pa 7
phyir zhespa ha bit'0 /"Here, there are cases where the reason is not seen in
either of the two [paksa] as it is not there, e.g., sound is impermanent be-
cause it is audible." Cf. rNam 'grelspyi don 45b5-46a3.

36 Ibid., 47a 1: sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i thun mong ma yin pa'i ma nges pa'i

gtan tshigs yin na I sgra mi rtag par bsgrub pa'i mthun phyogs kho na layod dgos

pa'i phyir I.

37 Ibid, 47a4-7: de la rigs gter ba mams na re I mnyan bya sgra mi rtag par
bsgrub pa'i mt/mn phyogs layanggtan med Imi mthun phyogs layanggtan med
du bshadpa 'i rgyu mtshan yod de I mnyan bya sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa 7
mthun phyogs bum pa la yang gtan med Imi mthun phyogs nam mkha' la yang
gtan nas med pa 7 phyir I des na gonggi thai 'gyur de thams cadgnod byed du mi
'jug ste Isgra mi rtag par bsgrub pa ijnthun phyogs dang Isgra mi rtag par sgrub
pa V mthun dpeyang dag don gcig I sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa 7 mi mthun dpe
yang dag dang I sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa 'i mi mthun phyogs don gcig pa 7 phyir
dang Isgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i mthun phyogs la yang gtan med / sgra mi rtag
par sgrub pa 'i mi mthun phyogs la yang gtan med pa 'i sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa 7
ma nges pa 7 gtan tshigs med na phyogs chos mthun phyogs yod med dang zhes
sogs kyi gzhung sgraji bzhin du khas blang du mi rung ba 7 sky on yod pa 7 phyir I.

Cf. PS III, 8:

phyogs chos mthun phyogs yod med dang II mam gnyis re re dag la yang
II mam gsum mi mthun phyogs la 'ang IIyod med mam pa gnyis phyir
ro II "The paksadharma is present or absent in the sapaksa or both
[present and absent]. To each of these also there are three, as there
is also presence, absence and both [presence and absence] in the
vipaksa."

Thus, we get the nine reasons of the Hetucakra.

38 rNam 'grel spyi don 47b4-5: rtsol* mi byunggi brag ri chos can I rtsol byung
gi rtags kyis dung sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i mthun dpe yang dag yin par thai I
de'i rtags kyis de sgrub kyi mthun phyogs yin pa'i phyir I. * Text has rtsol byung
gi brag ri, which is impossible!

39 Cf. the definition of the asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu in Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs

(pp. 53-54):

khyod de sgrub kyi ma nges pa 7 gtan tshigs gang zhig I khyod de sgrub

pa la phyogs chos can du song ba 7 gang zag gis I khyod de sgrub kyi

mthun phyogs la yod par ma nges pa yang yin I gang zag des khyod* de
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sgrub kyi mi mthiinphyogs layodpar ma ngespayangyinpa'igzhi
mthunpa dell "xis an uncertain reason for proving P, such that the
person for whom the paksadharma is destined in the proof of P both
does not ascertain that x is present in the sapaksa for such a proof,
and does not ascertain that xis present in the vipaksa for proving P."

I prefer to translate the mtshan nyidexpression ...yangyin ...yangyinpa'i
gzhi mthunpa non-literally by "both ...and" instead of the cumbersome
"common basis" idiom. As the Rigs gter ba had remarked, the dGe lugs pa
interpretation of sapaksa, vipaksa, and the asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu would
necessitate a different, and non-literal, interpretation of the Hetucakra. And
this is forthcoming, as we see in such works as Ngag dbang bstan dar's com-
mentary on the Hetucakra (cf. in particular 7a and 7b = pp. 147, 148).

40 Katsura (1983: 541—40). I do not want to lend support to the fairly wide-
spread view that the trirupalinga can be assimilated to a Western formal logic
structure, in particular, the syllogism. First of all, the trairupya is better seen
as a set of second order criteria used to evaluate an informal, ordinary lan-
guage structure, A is B because of C. Secondly, although the paksadharmatd
and vydpti, when fleshed out as the two members of a pardrthdnumdna, do
(formally) entail the proposition to be proved, there is much more at stake in
the Buddhist notion of "validity" then just validity in a formal logic sense.
Specifically, there is a cognitive element, viz., that both parties in the debate
must also ascertain and accept the three characteristics. This provision is im-
plicit in the wrord niscita occuring in the definitions (cf. n. 1). These and
other questions of a similar nature are dealt with in Tillemans (1984b).

41 Bearing in mind the cautions of n. 40, it is still true that the provisions
of at least the Dharmakirtian trairupya should imply the (necessary) truth of
certain formal logic sentences. Let me adopt the notation of Mates (1972).
Also, I would prefer to take the paksa ("subject") as a general term repre-
sentabk by a predicate letter, rather than by an individual constant. (If the
subject is an individual such as Devadatta, this is no problem: proper names
can become predicate letters a la Quine.) This accords better with the ayoga-
vyavaccbeda use of eva in the paksadharmatd definition. Cf. Gillon and Hayes
(1982). //xwill be interpreted as "xhas the hetu in question," &cwill be x
has the sddhyadharma" and Px, "xhas the paksa." Revising slightly Gillon
and Love (1980)'s formulation of the supposed equivalence between anvaya
and vyatireka so that the paksa becomes a general term, we get:

(x) (Hx-> (Sx & - Px)) <-+ (x) (~Sx~> - Hx)

As Gillon and Love point out, this is not a necessary truth. But the situation is
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even worse than they depict: it should be apparent that (x) (Hxy (Sx & - Px))
is, under our types of interpretation, usually false, with the embarrassing re-
sult that on the orthodox scenario the anvayavydpti will rarely hold. This
seems to me inescapable on the orthodox scenario if we view anvayavydpti
statements as implying universally generalized material implications, as I
think we probably must for the "post-inductive" stage of the trairilpya, where
eva occurs.

42 From (x) (Px^Hx) and (x) (Hx->(Sx & - Px)), viz., the paksadharmatd
and anvaya on the orthodox view, we could derive the sddhya (x) (Px »Sx).
But we could also derive (x) - (Px), which would be the absurd statement
that nothing is the paksa! Taking paksa as a individual constant/), we would
fare no better: Hp and (x)(Hx +(Sx &x*p)) imply Sp &p^p, hence the
unwanted consequence that p ^p, the paksa is not identical with itself. Kat-
sura op. city n.16, has an interesting suggestion as to how to make the anvaya
and vyatireka logically equivalent (on the orthodox scenario): "In my opin-
ion, paksa should be excluded from the universe of discourse, so that the two
rupas are logically equivalent in the domain consisting of sapaksa and
vipaksa." Unfortunately, if "logically equivalent" means that the bicon-
ditional must be necessarily true by virtue of its logical form, then this bicon-
ditional should be true under all formal semantic interpretations, no matter
what the domain. To hold that the equivalence statement between anvaya
and vyatireka is only true on certain appropriately circumscribed interpreta-
tions is to credit Dharmakirti et al. with no formal perspective or insight at
all concerning this equivalence. Finally, note that all these problems are
avoided on the dGe lugs pa and Antarvyaptivada view of sapaksa and vipaksa.
(x) (Hx~*Sx) *-> (x) (-Sx-> - Hx) is necessarily true, and (x) (Px~>Sx) can
be derived from (x) (Px^Hx) and (x) (Hx~*Sx). Representing the paksa by
the constant/?, Sp can obviously be derived from Hp and (x) (Hx~~+Sx). No
logical gymnastics, or even acumen, are required.

[Author's note: this article was written and published well before Oetke
(1994), which takes up many of the same issues in considerable detail. It is
impossible to discuss Oetke's views in any detail here. Suffice it to say that
Oetke gives us a possibility of avoiding the above-mentioned absurdities by
placing the exclusion of th.^ paksa in the antecedent of the conditional rather
than in the consequent. One of Oetke's formulations of anvayavydpti is thus
(x) ((xit p & Hx) ->Sx) instead of our (x) (Hx~*(Sx &x± p)). See Oetke
(1994: 24).]

43 Simply hearing or reading about a reason for selflessness would immedi-
ately bring about an understanding.



Il6 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

44Cf. n. 15.

45 For some explanation on the Tibetan development of the theory of the
defining characteristic (mtshan nyid), definiendum (mtshon by a) and
exemplification (mtshangzhi), see Yongs 'dzin bsdusgrwa brings chapter on
mtshan nyidand mtshon bya, or van der Kuijp op. cit., pp. 65-68. Cf. also my
review article on this latter book (Tillemans [1984a: 59—66]).

46 Cf. n. 21.

47 PVP D. 310a3: gal te 'di Itar slob dpon gyis khyad par Idogpa may in na / ji
Itar mthunpa 'iphyogs dang mi mthiin pa 'iphyogs las de Idogpa yin no zhes bshad
ce na I.

48 adrstimdtram dddya kevalam vyatirekitd I uktd 'naikdntikas tasmdd anyathd
gamako bhavet II. My additions in pdda c and d have been made on the basis
of Manorathanandin's P W (Sankrtyayana ed.): tasyddarsanamdtrena vyati-
rekdnis'caydd anaikdntika dcdryenoktah I anyathd vipaksdd vyatirekaniscaye
gamako hetur bhavet II. Note, however, that with regard to pdda a and b, this
latter commentator strangely glosses sapaksdd vyatirekitoktd, whereas following
Devendrabuddhi's line of thought, as well as the general thread of the argu-
mentation, vipaksdd vyatirekitoktd would seem more logical. I have essentially
followed Devendrabuddhi here. Cf. PVP D. 310a4: ganggiphyirmi mthnnpa'i
phyogs la de mthong ba medpa tsam gyis Idogpa yin la I de'i phyir na ma nges pa
yin no II.

49 asddhydd eva viccheda iti sddhye stitocyate I arthdpattyd 'ta evoktam ekena
dvayadarsanam II. For additions, see Manorathanandin, P W adk. 220.



6: Formal and Semantic Aspects
of Tibetan Buddhist Debate Logic

W
rHAT WE SHALL TERM HHRE "Tibetan Buddhist debate logic" or
" bsdus grwa logic," and^which Stcherbatsky termed the logic of
sequence and reason" (thai phyir),1 was something possibly

invented by the twelfth-century thinker Phya pa chos kyi seng ge (1109—
1169) and his school: one says "possibly" because no logical work of Phya
pa survives, and in fact we can only conjecture that it was he who was
responsible for its invention in his proto-bsdus grwa texts, the so-called
"epistemological summaries" (tshad ma bsdus pa).2 From the fourteenth
century on, various schools, such as the Sa skya pa in particular, used
debate logic in their texts, but the foremost practitioners of this art were
no doubt the followers of Tsong kha pa, the dGe lugs pa tradition.

This debate logic format, which consists largely of series of conse-
quences (thai 'gyur = prasan'ga) along the model of "... chos can .. .yin par
thai ...yin pa'iphyir" ("...the topic, it follows that... , because..."), is
what one typically associates with the elementary manuals on epistemol-
ogy and eristics known as "Collected Topics" (bsdus grwa), although it
should be stressed that it is far from the exclusive confine of bsdus grwa
manuals: most of the principal dGe lugs pa authors, such as rGyal tshab
rje, mKhas grub rje, Chos kyi rgyal mtshan, et aL, regularly alternate
between prose and debate logic format in their more extensive commen-
taries on the meaning of canonical Indian texts,3 The actual bsdus grwa
manuals, though, seem to make their first appearance with the fifteenth-
century writer 'Jam dbyangs phyogs (mchog?) lha 'od zer (1429-1500),
who wrote the Rwa stod bsdus grwa. Nonetheless, in terms of the concepts
and terminology used, we see that almost all of bsdus grwas definitions
and classifications were already given (in prose) in Tsong kha pa's (1357—
1419) sDe bdun la 'jugpa'i sgo dongnyeryidkyi mun Wand indeed most

117
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of the lessons" do most likely go back to theories of Phya pa himself.4

'Jam dbyangs phyogs lha 'od zer and other bsdus grwa writers' contri-
butions, thus, were doctrinally fairly unoriginal, but consisted in record-
ing debates in a more formal, stylized pedagogical manner, one which
no doubt was closer to what transpired orally.

Now, the term "bsdus grwa" itself admits of a certain ambiguity, fre-
quently being applied in a narrow sense to a group of texts containing
in total approximately eighteen lessons (mam bzhag), from an intro-
ductory lesson on colors (kha dogdkar dmar sogs kyi mam bzhag) to the
presentation of the apoha theory of meaning (sel 'jugsgrub juggi mam
bzhag). "bsDusgrwa"does, however, also have a wider sense, referring
to these "' lessons" plus a work on the varieties of cognition (bio rigs) and
one on the logic of valid and invalid reasons (rtags rigs)/ For our pur-
poses, we will speak of" bsdus grwa logic" as a type of logical idiom: it
is of course typically found in bsdus grwa texts, but it is also rigorously
used in a genre of texts known as "word commentaries" (tshig grel),
which paraphrase the verses of major Indian texts such as Pramdnavdrtti-
ka and Madhyamakdvatdra into debate logic format. It was, and still is,
a commonly accepted medium for monastic students. No doubt at its
best it contributed to a certain clarity; at its worst, it seems to have been
used to give an appearance of rigor, dressing up dogma in the trappings
of logic.

My proposal then is a relatively modest one: to examine basic formal
aspects of this logic such as quantification, variables, and entailment
and make some remarks concerning certain rather complicated seman-
tical problems which arise in the interpretation of terms. Afterwards I
shall bring out the classical character of this logic by examining a dGe
lugs pa debate logic treatment of the tetralemma (catuskoti), a part of
Buddhist logic which is often taken as a prime candidate for a so-called
deviant, or non-classical, logic. The examples and explanations below are
based on an examination of a number of elementary texts including
Yongs 'dzin bsdus grwa, Rwa stod bsdus grwa, Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs, bsDus
grwa rjes tho of dGe bshes ngag dbang nyi ma, the bSe bsdus grwa of bSe
ngag dbang bkra shis,6 as well as various dGe lugs pa commentaries
which are in debate logic format or extensively use these means of expres-
sion.7
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bsDus Grwa Logic as a Real Debate Logic

dGe lugs pa logic has by now received a certain amount of study, notably
an early descriptive article by Sierksma, an M.A. and Ph.D. thesis by D.
Perdue, the articles in Japanese by S. Onoda and two informative recent
articles by M. Goldberg.8 In Tillemans (1986b), I attempted an analy-
sis of intensional epistemic statements in this system. However, what has
yet to adequately emerge from this mass of brute data is the general
character of the system: here, modern interpretors have tended to abuse
terms, such as "syllogisms" and "sets," borrowed from Aristotelian or
modern symbolic logic, as if bsdus grwa were somehow a fragment of an
odd sort of deductive logic or set theory.9 In fact, as one immediately
sees when one looks at the Tibetan texts, or even at the data which Per-
due, Goldberg etal. give in a generally accurate way, the logic is through
and through a set of rules for conducting a dialogue; this is an obvious
fact, but it means that bsdus grwa logic is not properly speaking a series
of "proofs" (to cite Goldberg), "syllogisms" (to cite most writers on Indi-
an or Tibetan logic), enthymemes, or derivations.

Indeed, recently we have seen a growing interest among logicians and
philosophers in theories of argumentation and in so-called debate log-
ics in their own right, an interest generally founded on the realization that
argumentation, while it is to varying degrees translatable into formal
logic, is not the same as doing derivations, and indeed that it exhibits
fundamentally irreducible elements which deserve to be analysed with-
out the distortions of translation into alien terms. J. Hintikka, E.M.
Barth, L. Apostel, P. Lorenzen and numerous other philosophers writ-
ing in a wide range of languages have attempted to provide analyses of
rational argumentation which offer alternatives to translations into ele-
mentary first-order predicate logic, and indeed some writers, such as
Lorenzen, have even reinterpreted this elementary logic in terms of a for-
malized dialogue logic.10 It is not my intention to try to present the var-
ious currents in this new domain of "argumentology," but to stress that
the key steps which such theoreticians share is to conceive of argumen-
tation and dialectics in terms of games, strategies, rights and obligations
for the participants and finally, winning and losing. In short, to use Eric
C. W. Krabbe's (1982) terms: If we present a logic in a "derivational
garb," the "validity" of arguments will be defined as derivability in some
system; if we use a "dialectical garb," "validity" becomes the existence
of a winning strategy in a dialogue-game.11
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It should be clear to anyone familiar with bsdus grwa logic, that the
key terms such as 'dod("l agree"), rtags ma grub ("the reason is unestab-
lished"), khyabpa ma byung("there is no pervasion"), cViphyir ("why?")
and so forth embody a system of moves, responses, rights and obliga-
tions in a rigidly structured game, a game in which certain strategies
will lead to subvictories punctuated by the exclamation /?/?*//and, even-
tually, to a final victory marked by rtsa ba'idam bca'tsha, "tsha! to [your]
fundamental thesis."

It is unnecessary to restate all the rules and procedures of this game—
others have already done that. To make my point about the particular-
ities of a debate logic, suffice it to cite here the rules, rights and
obligations governing "pervasion" (khyab pa = vydpti), i.e., the entail-
ment between the reason (rtags = lingo) and the property to be proved
(bsgrub bya'i chos = sddhyadharma). If a proponent presents a statement
of the form a has property Fbecause a has property G, his opponent is
faced with three possiblities of which he must choose one: (i) he may
say that he agrees that a has F; (ii) he may assert that a does not have G;
(iii) he may assert that not everything which has G has i7, or in other
words: For not all x: if x has G then xhas F. Should he choose the third
option, the opponent will then be summoned to show a counterexam-
ple (ma khyab pa'i mu), viz., something which has Gbut does not have
F; if the opponent fails to give anything at all within a "reasonable" time
period, or if the example turns out to be bogus, the proponent will have
the right to assert that the pervasion does indeed hold.

While we obviously can translate debates about pervasion into a nat-
ural deduction system, where we speak of premises, universal instanti-
ation, etc., and where truth is defined in the usual way relative to a
domain of objects, this loses sight of the fundamental fact that debate
is an activity, where the ontological question as to whether there is a
counterexample or not is replaced by the practical activity of seeking and
finding one.12 In short, a universally generalized conditional, "For all x:
if x has Cthen xhas F" is true in normal first order predicate calculus
if there is no member of the domain which in fact has the property
assigned to "G" but lacks the property assigned to "F." In a debate logic,
one is allowed to assert the generalization if the opponent cannot follow
a certain set of procedures and then find a counterexample. We shall
look at the details and consequences of this type of view of pervasion,
below, but first of all, by way of a preliminary, let us take up the prob-
lem of quantification and variables.
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Formal Structures

Quantification and variables

First, it should be pointed out that language used in debate is a rather
technical, artificial form of Tibetan, and in this idiom we find an exten-
sive technical use of pronouns in a manner which is analogous to the use
of variables. Indeed, it has been often said that variables are artificial
languages' analogue to the ordinary pronouns in daily discourse. In the
case of Tibetan debate logic, however, this parallel between pronouns
and variables is even more marked, for the Tibetan idiom is itself arti-
ficial and the pronoun khyod which is used as a variable-analogue does
not have its ordinary sense of "you," the second person pronoun stand-
ing for people whom one addresses, but instead usually stands for inan-
imate things and notions. So without any more ado let us speak of khyod
and its cousin chos de in such contexts as being, for our purposes, the
variables in debate logic: khyod is used when one variable is all that is
necessary, and chos de (lit., "that dharma" "that element") when a sec-
ond variable is called for. Propositions are represented by de (lit., "that")
as in de sgrub kyi rtagsyang dag, "a valid reason for proving P." In most
cases when a predicate is monadic, the variable khyod w'i\\ be dropped
as unnecessary and cumbersome: khyod can however always be explicit-
ly added, if one wishes to do so, and the reasoning functions as if it were
implicitly present. For example,

(1) sgra chos can mi rtag ste (lit., "sound, the subject, is
impermanent...")

could be phrased as:

(2) sgra chos can khyod mi rtag pa yin ste (lit., "sound, the
subject, you are impermanent...").

In a dyadic predicate such as "x is the cause ofj/" (khyod chos de'i rgyu
yin) or "xis identical with x" (khyod khyod dang gcigyin), the variables
must be used. (For more on the use of khyod, see Onoda [1979b].)

Now the obvious question to ask is: What is the purpose of contin-
ually saying "the subject" (chos can = dharmin) when stating proposi-
tions? In fact, it plays a very necessary role, but let me bring this out in
two steps.
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First of all, chos can is not really a subject marker, but rather a marker
of the topic under discussion. (Readers of Japanese when confronted
with bsdusgrwa logic for the first time, invariably think of the Japanese
topic-marker wa, and the analogy is apt.) In the usual sound-impermanent
reasonings, "sound" is actually the subject, but if we take the Tibetan ren-
ditions of the classic Indian smoke-fire reasoning, viz., parvato vahn-
imdn dhumdt- du Idan la la chos can meyod de du ba yodpa'i phyir, we
see immediately that in Tibetan the word "hill" is not a simple nomina-
tive as in Sanskrit, but rather has the la particle (viz., du Idan la Id). To
translate the Tibetan literally we would have: "On the smoky hill, the
topic, there is fire, because there is smoke." It is apparent then that chos
can is indeed more like a topic-marker, rather than a marker of the gram-
matical subject.

This however is at most the beginning of an explanation. More inter-
esting is to see the use of the marker chos can as indicating a special type
of quantification. To see this more clearly, let us take a sample reason-
ing with khyod being used as a variable:

(3) bum pa chos can khyod khyod dang gcig yin te khyod yod
pa Vphyir (lit., "the vase, the topic, you are identical to
yourself because you exist").13

This then is a statement of the form, F because G, and naturally the
proponent can ask whether the corresponding generalization or perva-
sion holds. We shall represent this pervasion as a universal generaliza-
tion, viz., a statement of the form (x)(if Gx then Fx) which one should
read as: For all x: if x has (7 then xhas F. (I should mention that quan-
tification must range over existent and nonexistent items—everything
from vases to rabbit's horns. In another article I discuss the problems
which this poses in the context of Indian Buddhist logic. I refer the
reader to the discussion there for precisions on this problem; for our
purposes it is not necessary to enter into details again.14)

In Tibetan the pervasion of (3) becomes:

(4) khyodyod na khyod khyoddang gcig yin pas khyab (lit., "if
you exist then you are pervaded by being identical with
yourself).

Formalizing things, we could represent the predicate "exists" by "E!"
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and thus come up with:

Now it should be clear that the variable khyodused in (4) also figures
in the original reasoning (3). How then could we formalize (3) all the
while showing khyodzs being a variable? How, in effect, are to make the
phrase "the vase, the topic," (bum pa chos can) be anything more than
a useless appendage followed by an unbound variable x? The answer is
to treat it as being a quantifier which binds variables in the usual way;
however, instead of the usual existential and universal quantifiers, what
is at stake here is what J.A. Faris (1968) terms "singular quantification."
Consider the following:

(6) Ollie loves Nicaragua.

(7) Ollie is such that he loves Nicaragua.

(8) Ollie, he is such that he loves Nicaragua.

If we treat the pronoun "he" in (8) as a variable then we can see that
"Ollie," in indicating the pronoun's antecedent, is in effect binding the
variable. Following Faris, sentence (8) could be formalized as:

(9) (Ollie x)(x loves Nicaragua). Read: "Of Ollie as x, it is
so that xloves Nicaragua."16

As Faris shows, this type of quantifier-matrix form for singular state-
ments can be integrated into the fabric of first order logic without any
special problems; in fact the main reason which one can see for not
doing it in modern logic is that it is horribly cumbersome and does not
really do anything that individual constants don't already do. But in
bsdus grwa logic it does have explanatory power. Sentence (3) becomes

(10) (the vase x)(x = x because E!x), or equivalently,

(1 l)(the vase x)(if E!xthen x= x)

From (11) we only need to change the quantifier to universal quanti-
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fication to get (5). In short, khyodfunctions as a bound variable in both
sorts of statements, the singular statements (3)/(10) and the universal
statements (4)/(5): what changes is the type of quantifier which binds
it. In the first case singular quantification is conveyed by the topic-mark-
er, chos can; in the second case, universal quantification is conveyed by
the idiom of "pervasion" (khyab pa).

A curiosity in Tibetan debate, which is worth mentioning as it brings
out further the likeness between topic-markers and quantification, is
the possibility of redundant quantifiers, that is to say, in this logic we
can and frequently do find quantifiers which prefix formulae which have
no variables whatsoever. The result is that the quantifier becomes redun-
dant—just as can occur in modern predicate logic—because it fails to
bind any variables.

In modern logic redundant quantification is a possibility, of course,
but one of little practical importance. Not so for the Tibetans. To bring
this out more clearly, let us look at the following examples:

(12)(x)(if Robert Johnson sang "Crossroads" then Son
House sang "Death Letter Blues").

(13)(x)(if sound is impermanent then vases are products).

(14)([the] knowable thing x)(sound is impermanent and
vases are not products).

Obviously, for (12) to be true it is sufficient that either the antecedent
(Robert Johnson sang "Crossroads") be false or the consequent (Son
House sang "Death Letter Blues") be true. Similarly for the Tibetan-style
example (13). It is interesting, however, to look at the manner in which
this basically banal logical phenomenon presents itself in debate logic.
Should an opponent assert the contrary of (13), the proponent will nat-
urally say "Show me a counterexample," and here he will be asking for
a statement prefixed by a topic-marker such as in (14). It should be
apparent that whatever topic the opponent might choose as a candidate
for a counterexample, it will be ineffectual, for the statements "sound is
impermanent" and "vases are products" will remain true. Failing to show
a counterexample, the opponent has to accept the pervasion.

In cases such as (14) Tibetan debaters regularly say that the chos can
Is nits med("powerless"), although I have never seen this particular term



FORMAL AND SEMANTIC ASPECTS 125

used in a text. At any rate, it is quite an apt description and brings out
the element of redundancy in that the chos can is not the antecedent of
any pronoun in the subsequent proposition: in our terms it is redundant
because the proposition contains no variables for it to bind.

Finally, note that in (14) the topic given was "the knowable thing"
(shes bya) but in fact it could have been anything whatsoever, all be there
a type of practical convention among debaters which leads one to use
"knowable thing" as a virtual powerless topic of choice which is imme-
diately recognized as such by competent debaters familiar with the "code."
This redundant quantification, I may add, is what is frequently chosen
to dress up doctrinal propositions in the trappings of logical rigor, as we
see in dGe 'dun grub pa's commentary, the dBu ma jugpagsal ba'i me
long, where there are elaborate debate logic paraphrases of the verses in
the first five chapters of the Mhdhyamakdvatdra, chapters which concern
essentially dogmatic subjects having little or nothing to do with logical
argumentation. Typically the powerless topic of such reasonings is rep-
resented by "the knowable thing," which is followed by two complete
sentences with no pronouns or variables, the second sentence ending in
phyir and showing the reason for the first.17

Pervasion for Tibetan logicians
and pervasion for Dharmakirti

At the risk of saying a few things which are becoming fairly well known
by now, let us briefly look at the Indian Buddhist account of vyapti as
represented by Dharmakirti; this provides a significant point of con-
trast to pervasion in Tibetan debate logic.18 Specifically, two questions
need to be examined: (i) What is pervasion in the two logics? (ii) How
is it established?

Now, for Dharmakirti, the key point is that the implication between
a reason (hetu) and a property to be proved (sddhyadharma) must be
founded on a necessary connection (sambandha; pratibandha) between
the terms, be this a causal connection (tadutpatti) or one of essential
identity (tdddtmya)}1* If there is such a connection, then it is certain that
the former term entails the latter and it is impossible that there be a coun-
terexample.

One might want to take "certain" and "impossible" in a suitably
modal sense, one which is construed in terms of causal necessity or the
necessity between two conceptually-fabricated distinctions (i.e..
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sdmdnyalaksana) of the same real particulars (svalaksana). Following this
line, the temptation would be to say that for Dharmakirti the terms G
and .Fare in a relation of pervasion if and only if

(15)N(x)(if GvthenFx)

where "N" is a necessity operator. In fact, though, it is not clear as to
whether Dharmakirti means that, or whether his point is more of an
epistemological one, i.e., that one cannot know or be sure about the
truth of (x)(if Gx then Fx) unless one knoius that there is a connection
between G and F. I am of the opinion that the epistemological version
is a more accurate account of Dharmaklrti's thought, although in the
final analysis one probably has to say that epistemological and logical
aspects were perhaps inadequately distinguished. At any rate, the key
position which he is opposing is primarily a certain epistemological
stance, viz., IsVarasena's view that pervasion is based on "mere nonob-
servation" (adarasanamdtra) of a counterexample. More exactly, what
this means is that one could assert (x)(if Gx then Fx) with no grounds
other than not seeing something which had (7 but did not have F. So,
to simplify things a bit, let us provisionally say that pervasion itself in
Dharmakirti translates into the same universally quantified formula as
in Tibetan debate logic: the important difference, as we shall see, is in
their respective justifications for asserting that there is pervasion.

In point of fact, in Dharmaklrti's epistemology it is quite complicat-
ed to establish the necessary connection justifying the assertion that
there is pervasion. How is one to know that such a connection exists and
hence that there can never be a counterexample? In Pramdnavdrttika
IV, k. 245-57 Dharmakirti explains what later became a standard
account of the method to establish causal connections: causality between
A and its effect B is established when observations of previously nonex-
istent B s are preceded by those of A s, and nonobservations of A s are
followed by nonobservations of B s.20 As for tdddtmya, identity, he argues
in PV IV, k. 258 that this sort of necessary connection is to be estab-
lished by analyzing whether the real nature to which the concepts cor-
respond is the same or not. Subsequently, in the Vddanydya,
Dharmakirti will use a different method.21 But here in PV he relied upon
a type of conceptual analysis. Here is k. 258 with Devendrabuddhi's
introduction:
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Devendrabuddhi: "So indeed, the necessary connection between
cause and effect is like this. The essential property (rang bzhin
= svabhdva), i.e., the reason which is an essential property is
as follows:"22

PV IV, k. 258: "The necessary connection of the essential
property is to be understood by considering the reason accord-
ing to its [real] nature (yathdsvam), just like [the proof of
identity (tdddtmyasddhana)2*} between perishability and pro-
ducthood which was previously explained."24

So much for Dharmaklrti's stance. Of course, this view about neces-
sary connections, and in fact all the basic features of Dharmaklrti's logic,
were known to the Tibetans and were held in reverential awe as the
guidelines on how to do logic. But while that may be so, the logic which
they actually used, viz., the debate logic, was probably something which
would have made Dharmakirti wince a bit, particularly as it comes very
close to the accursed adarsanamdtra method of establishing pervasion.
If we refer to the rules and obligations of this debate logic, we see that
if an opponent challenges a pervasion (i.e., asserts the contrary), the pro-
ponent will say "Show me a counterexample!" In other words, in an
actual debate, necessary connections and that sort of thing play very lit-
tle role: a pervasion is accepted when one cannot find a counterexam-
ple.25 No doubt the mixture of Dharmakirtian theory and actual Tibetan
debate is slightly schizophrenic, but it is probably true that the simpli-
fied approach to establishing universal generalizations is indeed what
one finds most of the time in real arguments, be they among Buddhist
logicians, members of Oxford debating unions or lawyers in an Assize
court. Alas, nobody caught in the rough-and-tumble of debate can take
much time out to do conceptual analysis of necessary relations between
terms.

Ex falso sequitur quodlibet

Surprisingly enough, not only is it so that in practice Tibetan debaters
did not need to ascertain a necessary connection between terms in order
to establish pervasion, but this necessary connection is not even a strict
theoretical requirement. Let us suppose that we have a statement of a per-
vasion where we are sure that the antecedent is false, e.g., the antecedent
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could involve an item universally recognized as being nonexistent, such
as the barren woman's son, a rabbit's horn and the like. In that case it
will be impossible to show a counterexample, not because of the barren
woman's son's necessary connection with the term in the consequent
(the barren woman's son isn't connected with anything at all!), but rather
because there are no instances of such "sons." Once again, failing to
show a counterexample, one must then accept the pervasion.

Consider the following formulae, the first representing a pervasion,
the second showing the dGe lugs pa view that nothing, existent or non-
existent, is a rabbit's horn:

(\6)(x)(if xis a rabbit's horn then xis impermanent).

Ex)(xis a rabbit's horn).

It should be clear that (16) follows from (17).26 Indeed, given (17),
the consequent of (16) could have been anything at all: so long as the
antecedent remains "xis a rabbit's horn," the whole conditional will be
true. This is in fact a version of the medieval logician's principle of ex
falso sequitur quodlibet,11 a principle which has its correspondent in
Tibetan debate logic:

(18) ri bong rwa yin na gang dran dran yin pas khyab (uif
something is a rabbit's horn then it is pervaded by being
whatever one can think of').28

The Medievals generally made a distinction between consequentiaewhose
antecedents were necessarily false (i.e., contradictory) or contingently
false, a distinction which is not explicitly formulated in Tibetan debate
logic, but the logical insight at stake here, while somewhat less elabo-
rated in the case of the Tibetans, is turning on the same point.

Naturally, if a Tibetan has such a view on pervasion, exegetical prob-
lems will arise as to how he is to interpret Dharmakirti's strictures con-
cerning necessary connections. Their solution is to make a split between
pervasion simpliciter, such as one might find in "consequences" (prasanga)
used in a debate, and pervasion as the anvayavydpti and vyatirekavydpti
in the context of the theory of the triple characterization (trairupya) of
valid reasons; it is only in the latter case that a necessary connection is
required.2y Frankly, I do not know how a consistent Dharmakirtian
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would have to react to such a split, but I would go so far as to say that
the Tibetans' separation of the formal notion of pervasion from its Dhar-
makirtian epistemological baggage does, perhaps, represent a certain
progress, in that they explicitly developed precisely those cases which
show that the logical problem of formulating what we mean by saying
that a pervasion holds is different from the epistemological problem as
to how we we can know or come to be sure that it holds.30

Semantic Aspects

While the formal aspects of bsdusgrwa logic, such as those which I have
discussed above, can be explained with a relative degree of clarity and
rigour, the semantic problems $f interpreting what the individual terms
refer to in Tibetan arguments are often nightmarishly complex. Mar-
garet Goldberg, in two recently published papers, had the courage and
patience to try to disentangle and classify some of these problems. She
noticed that there are a number of rules where one can predict certain
results providing the case is a "normal" one, or in her terms, 'providing
no contradictory condition is present."31 Prima facie this might seem to
boil down to the simple tautology that cases are normal providing they
are not odd and seemingly inexplicable exceptions, but in fact there is
more to it—she tried to give some rules which would explain when
some of these "exceptions" occur. Unfortunately, much of her exposition
is either an intrasystemic mass of data—largely correct, valuable, but as
complex as the bsdus grwa arguments themselves—or involves an attri-
bution of some alien and ill-fitting concepts. I think that we can and should
simplify things a bit by diagnosing a few ambiguities and equivocations.

The basic problem in bsdus grwa logic which guarantees "exception-
al cases" is the ambiguity of the terms used as topics. Thus, e.g., almost
all young Tibetan debaters end up scratching their heads in puzzlement
at the following pair of statements:

(19) shes bya chos can rtagpayin (lit., "knowable thing, the
topic, is permanent").

(20) shes bya y in na rtagpa yin pas ma khyab, dper na gser
bum chos can (lit., "if something is a knowable thing
then it is not pervaded by being permanent, for exam-
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pie, the topic, golden vase").32

The oddity is that (19) is saying that "knowable thing," taken as the
topic, is permanent, while (20) means that not every knowable thing is
permanent—vases are knowable but are not permanent.

Goldberg tried to explain cases such as (19) by "the rule that says that
any entity which includes a mixture of permanent and impermanent
instances is permanent."33 This is true, although it does not get us much
further than merely repeating the intrasystemic reason which Tibetans
themselves invariably give and usually do not understand either. Let us
take up two more notions which she discusses.

(21) mtshan nyidchos can mtshan nyidmayin te mtshon by a
yin pa Vphyir (lit., "defining property, the topic, is not
a defining property, because it is the object of a defin-
ing property").

(22) mtshan nyidyin na mtshan nyidyin pas khyab (lit., "if
something is a defining property, it is pervaded by being
a defining property").34

So, finally, what is going on here? First and foremost, we have the
purely linguistic fact that Tibetan does not have a definite article and
rarely uses the indefinite article or abstraction-designators such as the
-tva or -td which we find in Sanskrit. It might be objected straightaway
that tva/td do have their equivalent in Tibetan, viz., nyid, but while that
is so for Tibetan translations of Indian texts, in indigenous Tibetan logic
or in literary Tibetan which is not translationese, nyid is almost never
used in this role. Nobody would say shes by a nyidchos can or bum pa nyid
chos can.

If we do not use articles, it is of course difficult to know whether we
should understand shes byaas meaning "the knowable thing [over there]"
or "a knowable thing" or even "all knowable things" or "some know-
able things." Lacking a distinction such as that between jneya and jne-
yatva we do not know whether shes bya means "a/the/some/all knowable
thing(s)" or "knowableness." This, then, is the first element in disen-
tangling the "exceptions" in bsdus grwa logic: in cases such as (19) the
Tibetans are not meaning "an/the/some/all A(s)" but rather may be tak-
ing the term more in the sense of the property y4-ness. More exactly
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speaking, it is we who have to take the term as meaning yl-ness: they fail
to make the distinction. At any rate, once we make such a distinction,
the paradoxical quality of asserting both (19) and (20) vanishes, for the
paradox arises if we take shes bya as implicitly meaning "all knowable
things" rather than knowableness. Certainly, in Tibetan logic substan-
tives must often be understood as meaning "all...", but there are many
cases where we have to take the Tibetan term as implicitly meaning the
abstract property in question.35

Now, it should be of some interest to know that this sort of ambi-
guity is by no means restricted to Tibetan logic: the Medievals had a sim-
ilar problem in their theory of supposition (suppositio), a theory which
I. Bocheiiski has termed "one of the most original creations of Scholas-
ticism, unknown to ancient and modern logic."36 For us it is impossi-
ble and unnecessary to enter into the details of the complete theory, a
well-developed doctrine on which most every post-twelfth century logi-
cian had something to say. What is relevant to us, however, is the
medieval logicians' attempt to explain the varieties of attribution and
designation which one and the same substantive could have, and here a
root cause of these logicians' problems seems also to have been that Latin
too has no articles.

If we take the theory as formulated by the thirteenth-century writer,
William of Shyreswood, the same term homo can be used to mean
"a/some/all men," or "man" in the sense of the property or species, i.e.,
one can say homo currit, [omnis] homo est animal, or homo est species.
The case which is of interest to us is the third one, where, according to
William, the term homo "simply stands for what is signified without
referring to the things."37 This latter suppositio simplex pro significato sine
comparatione ad res seems to have been somewhat controversial among
the medieval logicians, but at any rate it was recognized that a term such
as homo could in certain contexts refer to the property, or "variety" rather
than any or all individual men: another term for this suppositio is mane-
rialis, quia supponit pro ipsa manerie speciei ("manerial supposition
because it stands for the very manner [i.e., specific character] of the
species").38

Let us now return to the pair of statements, (21) and (22). If we take
the term mtshan nyid&s referring to the various entities which are them-
selves defining properties, then (21) will lead to the paradox that a/some
/the/all things which are defining properties are not defining properties.
However, taking (21) as a kind of suppositio simplex sine comparatione
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ad res, it asserts that being a defining property, or defining-property-
ness, is not itself a defining property. To Sanskritize things, the point
at stake may be taken to be that laksanatva ("defining-propertyness") is
something which can itself be defined, therefore, it is the object of a de-
fining property (mtshon bya = laksya)2&A is not itself a defining property.39

Curiously enough, although the Tibetans never developed a theory
approaching the complexity of the Medievals' theory of supposition they
do seem to be aware that a special type of reference is occurring when
one uses terms as in (19) and (21). They will insist that what is meant
is just "its own exclusion" (rang Idog) rather than the "exclusions of its
bases" (gzhi Idog), thus making use of Tibetan (?) adaptations of the ter-
minology in the Indian Buddhist theory of apoha, a theory which holds
that the referent of any word is always some sort of exclusion (Idog pa =
vydvrtti) of what is contrary.

Nonetheless, the use of the term "exclusions" is not of crucial impor-
tance for us: the real point at stake is whether a word is referring only to
the general notion or property (i.e., rang Idog) or whether it is also in
some way referring to the things which have that property (i.e., gzhi
ldog)y in other words what the Medievals termed respectively suppositio
simplex pro significato sine comparatione ad res and suppositio simplex pro
significato comparato ad res.40 While Tibetans will draw upon the terms
rang Idog and gzhi Idog in an ad hoc fashion to explain away paradoxical
cases (in that sense one could say that they potentially have the con-
ceptual machinery necessary to construct a theory of different sorts of
suppositio)^ there is no clear attempt to systematically explain and gen-
eralize upon the fundamental logical differences between such state-
ments as bum pa Ito Idir zhabs zhum chos sky or gyi don byed nus payin
("vase[s] are bulbous, splay-bottomed [and] able to perform the func-
tion of carrying water"42) and byas pa sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa V rtags
yangdagyin ("product[hood] is a valid reason for proving that sound is
impermanent").43 And yet, obviously, in the first case there mustht ref-
erences to actual vases in addition to the reference to the rang Idog,
whereas in the latter it would be incoherent for the term byas pa to refer
to actual products of causality such as seeds, sprouts and pillars—nobody
would want to pretend that a pillar is a valid reason for proving that
sound is impermanent.

Ultimately we have have no choice but to diagnose ambiguities and
equivocations, for if we remain rigourously faithful to what is written
in the texts, the result will certainly be that we end up with a more or
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less incomprehensible logic of the sort which Goldberg, alas, accurate-
ly describes in her list of "puzzles." At any rate, we do not get rar in our
understanding by saying things like "the dGe lugs pas assume that there
is an almost consistent universe," or by exaggerating the importance of
a few bsdus griva brain-teasers so that we end up with a "unique non-
Western formulation of topics related to set theory including logical
antinomies similar to Russell's paradox."44 In fact, it is probably fairer
to say that the dGe lugs pa generally were hardly confronted with the
problem of inconsistency in a logic, largely because their debate logic was
not sufficiently formalized so that this problem would arise clearly. What
they were doing was nothing so elevated as the postulation of a "semi-
consistent" universe: it was very often a matter of simply patching things
up. In short, while it is not necessary to go so far as to say (as does
Quine) that there can be no logics which really do deviate from the clas-
sical logical laws of contradiction and excluded middle, it is better to
explain away the anomalous phenomena in bsdusgrwa as resting on mis-
understandings, equivocations, translational problems and the like.45

So much for the comparative philosophy approach to solving logical
anomalies which arise in articleless languages.46 There are other conun-
drums which arise because of the apoha-hased view that entities such as
byaspa "(product[hood]") and mi nag pa ("impermanent'7"imperma-
nence") cannot be identical (gcig) in some very strong sense of the term
"identity." But I have developed these points elsewhere and will not
again enter into the details of the Tibetan notions of identity.47 What is
perhaps of interest as a final section to this article, is to look at how the
Tibetans used debate logic in their interpretations of a key Indian Bud-
dhist doctrine, the catuskoti ("tetralemma"; Tib. mu bzhi). For the sake
of brevity, let me presuppose a certain familiarity with the broad out-
lines of the Indian Madhyamaka and restrict myself to the position of
the dGe lugs pas without making comparisons with other Tibetan schools,
who, it should be remembered, did have very different positions.

The Catuskoti as Seen via
the Perspective of dGe lugs pa Debate Logic

A classic Indian statement of the catuskoti occurs in k. 21 of chapter 12
of Aryadeva's Catuhsataka:
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Existent, nonexistent, both existent and nonexistent, neither

existent nor nonexistent, that is the method which the

learned should always use with regard to oneness and other

such [theses].48

As phrased in this way, we have denials that anything exists, is nonex-
istent, is both or neither. The commentary of Candrakirti makes it clear,
however, that this tetralemma also applies to other dichotomies, such
as one/many, and so forth—in other words, it can be generalized to
apply to any proposition P, and not just to the usual context of".. .exists,"
"...is nonexistent," etc.49 Ruegg (1977: 9) sums up the Madhyamika
use of this schema:

This type of analysis of a problem thus constitutes one of the
basic methods used by the Madhyamikas to establish the inap-
plicability of any imaginable conceptual position—positive,
negative or some combination of these—that might be taken
as the subject of an existential proposition and become one of
a set of binary doctrinal extemes (antadvaya).

While one might somehow find a way to rationalize this fourfold
negation, prima facie, it looks as if it would lead to a deviant logic, a fact
which, of course, has not gone unnoticed by Western interpreters. If we
take the negations of the four lemmas^ as being -P, --P, -(P & -P),
-(^P&C ~-P), then these four cannot be maintained together unless we
grant that the negation operator is not that of classical logic: in other
words, inter alia, - -Pcannot imply P, and other such classical laws can-
not hold either. In point of fact, many Western interpreters are quick
to say that the negation operator is not classical, that it is prasajyapra-
tisedha, a type of negation which would not be bound by the law of
double negation.

Now, indeed, in spite of Ruegg's excellent paper, the Indian catuskoti
andprasajyapratisedha is, no doubt, a subject on which many writers will
continue to seek interpretations, especially those who are philosophically
cautious about embracing non-classical logics and negations. Fortu-
nately, that problem need not be solved here; what is of interest to us
now is the fact that the dGe lugs clearly felt the same sort of qualms
about a literal interpretation of the tetralemma, an interpretation which
would necessitate a non-classical view of negation. They avoid these
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unpalatable consequences by adding the qualification bden par grub pa

("truly established")—or equivalently, rang bzhin gyis grub pa ("estab-

lished by own-nature") or don dam par ("ultimately")—wherever nec-

essary to avoid paradox.50 This is in keeping with the fundamental view

of Tsong kha pa that statements in Madhyamaka arguments, in gener-

al, cannot be taken literally, but must be prefixed by a qualification

which specifies exactly what it is that is being refuted (dgag bya). Fail-

ure to qualify yodpa ("existence"/"existent") as bden par yodpa ("truly

existent") would, besides engendering paradoxes in catuskoti-style argu-

ments, also lead to a complete denial of conventional truth.

Consider the following passage from Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal

mtshan's sKabs dangpo V spyi don where the author first presents a liter-

al version of the catuskoti, which he considers untenable. He then gives

a duly qualified version:

An opponent might say: "The ultimate mode of being is that

all dharmas are not existent, nor nonexistent, nor both, nor

neither, for in the sutra it is said that all dharmas are not exis-

tent, nonexistent, both or neither, and the Ratnakuta [sutra]

states: 'Kas'yapa, saying that [a thing] exists is one extreme,

saying that it does not exist is the other extreme. Abandon-

ing these two extremes is the Middle Path.'" [Reply:] This is

incorrect for the following reasons: the meaning of the first

scriptural citation is the point that all dharmas are not ulti-

mately existent, [and thus] are not truly established, nor are

they conventionally nonexistent, [and thus] established as

being that [i.e., nonexistent], nor are they truly established as

being both ultimately existent and conventionally nonexis-

tent, nor are they truly established as being neither [ultimately

existent nor conventionally nonexistent]; the meaning of the

second [citation] is to show that the view [that things are]

truly existent is the view of permanence and that the view that

they are conventionally nonexistent is the view of annihila-

tion. If it were not like this, then it would follow that all dhar-

mas, the topic, are existent, because they are not nonexistent.

...Or, what is more, it would follow that all dharmas, the

topic, are existent and are also nonexistent, both and neither,

because all dharmas are not existent, not nonexistent, not both

nor neither—the reason is what you hold.51
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In fact, Chos kyi rgyal mtshan's qualified version is somewhat com-
plicated to interpret. We might take "truly established" (bden par grub
pa) ox "truly" (bden par), "ultimately" (don dam par) 2& a kind of modal
operator which we could symbolize by "•" . Thus - • Pmeans "it is not
truly so that P." In that case, Chos kyi rgyal mtshan's version asserts:
- • P;—P;-D (DP&-P), - • (-•/>&>- P). First of all, note that the
third lemma, in particular, seems unnecessarily circumscribed, i.e., he
could have simply said -(DP& -P): on either solution though, we see
that the third lemma would not be a simple restatement of the law of
contradiction, as it is in the literalist version. At any rate what concerns
us most in Chos kyi rgyal mtshan's version is that no contradiction is
derivable from the conjunction of the four negated lemmas. Jn simpler
terms, to take his version of the Ratnakutds famous pronouncement, the
"Middle Path" would be an assertion of an unqualified statement P; the
"extremes" would be DP and ~P; there is no contradiction in a formu-
la which denies the "extremes" and asserts P, viz., ((-DP& --P) & P).

At this point, though, I should make an exegetical aside with regard
to the interpretation of the negation of the second lemma, which, in
Chos kyi rgyal mtshan, is to be taken as denying that things are com-
pletely nonexistent. In other words, for Chos kyi rgyal mtshan, this
comes down to the statement which we sometimes see in other dCe
lugs pa texts that phenomena are gtan nas medpa mayinpa ("not com-
pletely nonexistent").52 Such a version of the second lemma seems to
correspond with his interpretation of the "extremes" (rntha * = anta)
which are to be avoided and indeed one finds no shortage of allusions
to this idea in dGe lugs pa commentaries.

Be all this as it may, the dGe lugs pa do in fact recognize two versions
of the extreme of nonexistence (medmtha'): (a) "one which denies some-
thing legitimate" (skur 'debs kyi medmtha')—this is what Chos kyi rgyal
mtshan is talking about; (b) "one which involves reification [of the nega-
tion]" (sgro 'dogs kyi med mtha').5i The latter type of med mtha'would
be something like saying, "it is truly so that things do not truly exist,"
and its denial would therefore be, "it is not truly so that things do not
truly exist," or in symbols, -D-DP.54 Note that here too, there is noth-
ing contradictory about asserting (-DP& -D-DP). What is signifi-
cantly different from the denial of the skur 'debs kyi medmtha\ however,
is that " • - DP does not in anyway imply or contradict P; -D-DPis
compatible with Pand also with "P.

Now, turning to the absurd consequences which Chos kyi rgyal
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mtshan maintains follow from the literalist position, we see further evi-
dence that the debate logic which he is using gives results analogous to
what one would expect from a classical propositional calculus. In other
words, to use propositional calculus with the normal negation operator,
we can tautologically derive jPfrom "-P, and that is just what Chos kyi
rgyal mtshan does. Indeed, debate logic analogues to the laws of dou-
ble negation in classical logic are nicely described in Yongs 'dzin bsdus
grwds treatment of negation:

The negation-of-not-being [an A] (ma yin pa las log pa) is
equivalent to being [an A] (yin pa); the negation-of-being [an
A] (yin pa las log pa) is equivalent to not being [an A] (ma yin
pa); however many times one accumulates [occurrences of]
negation-of-not-being, î  is equivalent to one [occurrence of]
negation-of-not-being; an even number of [occurrences of]
negation-of-being [an A] is equivalent to negation-of-not-
being; if a [term] has an odd number of [occurrences of] nega-
tion-of-being, it is equivalent to [the term with] one negation-
of-being.55

Not surprisingly then, prasajyapratisedha, as explained in bsdus grwa
texts and in Tsong kha pa,56 turns out to be unexceptional and con-
forms to classical negation. In sum, one occurrence of a negation oper-
ator such as ma yin pa or the negative particle ma, mi, etc. in terms such
as bum pa ma yin pa ("not being a vase"; "non-vase") or ...bden par ma
grub pa ("not being truly established") will be counted as a prasajyapra-
tisedha, because no positive assertion about a phenomenon is implied.57

Two occurrences of ma yin pa or an occurrence of ma yin pa las log pa
will be an implicative negation (paryuddsapratisedha).

If we look at Chos kyi rgyal mtshan's rendering of the catuskoti, he
has clearly taken pains to add bden par ma grub ("not truly established"),
which is a prasajyapratisedha and implies no positive assertion at all. His
exegetical weak point, however, is his denial of the second lemma, for
he must accept such a denial will imply the positive statement (i.e., ~~P
implies P): in that sense it is difficult for him to maintain that all the
negations in the catuskoti are prasajyapratisedha,^ Furthermore, on Chos
kyi rgyal mtshan's version of the catuskoti involving the skur 'debs kyi med
mtha\ there will be conventionally false existential propositions (e.g.,
"The creator of the world exists") for which it will be impossible to
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negate all the lemmas: a dGe lugs pa could not say that the creator of
the world is not conventionally nonexistent, because the creator would
then have to exist. Thus, we have another exegetical problem in that we
will not be able to apply the catuskoti to any proposition we like. A lit-
tle reflection, however, shows that if we take the second lemma as being
the sgro 'dogs kyi medmtha', the negation operator will still behave clas-
sically, but neither of these two exegetical problems will arise.

N O T E S TO CHAPTER 6

1 Stcherbatsky (1932: vol. 1, 38).

2 On Phya pa and his oeuvre, see van der Kuijp (1978), (1983: chap. 2).

3 Indeed, after Tsong kha pa, we see dGe lugs authors regularly alternating
between prose and debate logic format in their more extensive commentaries
on the meaning of canonical Indian texts. Tsong kha pa may also have used
it in his lectures, although in works written directly by him (i.e., not the lec-
ture notes of rGyal tshab and mKhas grub), he does not seem to use it. Cf,
e.g., mNgon sum le'u'i tlkd tje'i gsung bzhin mk has grub chos rjes mdzadpa, p.

529: rjes dpag tshad ma chos can Isnang tshu^phyin ci loggi bio mayin par thai

Iyulgigtso bo la snang tshulphyin ci loggi bio mayinpaiphyirl "khor gsum ga

khas bhings tshulsnga ma Itar ro //. Admittedly, it might very well be mKhas

grub who put Tsong kha pa's thought into this form.

4 Theories which specifically seem to be Phya pa's inventions, not based on

Indian pramdna texts, are the rdzas chos Idog chos mam bzhag, viz., the lesson

on substantial dharmas and excluding dharmas (see Onoda [1980 : 385]),

and the lesson on rjes 'gro Idog khyab, a systematization of the possible sorts

of pervasions, which in spite of its name has little to do with the

anvayavydpti and vyatirekavydpti ofthe Indian Buddhist logicians (see Onoda

[1983 : 437]). Cf. also Ngag dbang nyi ma's remarks (p. 20) stating that

Phya pa (== Cha pa) was responsible for rdzas chos Idog chos as found in bsdus

grwa: de dag la cha pa 1 lugs kyi rdzas Idog zer I spyir rdzas chos dung Idog chos

kyi don jog lugs dang mi 'dra IIyin na ang I cha pa chos kyi sengges rdzas Idog

gi mam bzhag de dag rgyas par mdzad la I jam dbyangs bla ma phyogs lha V W

zergyis I de dag ni gzhunggi go ba la dgaggzhi drug sgra thai 'gyur sogs dang
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'dra ba V phan che I zhes gsnngs so II.

5 Cf., e.g., the full title of Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs: Tshad md'i gzhung don 'byed
pa'i bsdus grwa'i mam par bshadpa rigs lam phrulgyi Ide'u miglas rigs lam che
ba rtags rigs kyi skor.

6 Cf. dMu dge bsam gtan's brief biography of this author in Tshad ma'i
dgongs don rtsa grelmkhaspa'i mgul rgyan = Yinmingxuegaiyao ji qi zhushi,
pp. 373-74. bSe ngag dbang bkra shis (1678-1738) was a disciple of 'Jam
dbyangs bzhad pa ngag dbang brtson 'grus (1648-1722) and was an abbot
of Bla brang bkra shis khyil. Note that 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa himself
wrote a bsdus grwa in verse form, the bsDus sbyor gyi snyingpo kun bsdus rig
pa 'i mdzod.

7 The examples which I give from bsdus grwa texts are not generally direct
quotations, but are simplified versions of passages to be found in such texts
and are completely typical of what transpires in actual debates. In controver-
sial cases, I give passages on which my examples can be based.

8 See Sierksma (1964); Perdue (1976); Onoda (1979a; 1979b; 1980;
1982a; 1982b; 1982c; 1983); and Goldberg (1985a; 1985b). Onoda (1992)
is an English work based on his Japanese articles.

9 While predicate calculus, set theory, etc., can be profitably used on occa-
sion in explaining structures in bsdus grwa, we must bear in mind that these
modern logic structures are at most approximate analogues of the structures
in bsdus grwa itself: in effect, we make a trade-off between the precision and
facility gained in our explanations versus the fidelity lost with regard to the
actual bsdus grwa argumentation. Goldberg, however, systematically blurs the
distinction between a description of the debate logic and its possible ana-
logues or translations into Aristotelian or formal logic. Cf. Goldberg
(1985a):

157: "The theory of logic which I encountered deals with infer-
ences as single syllogistic units.... The rules of inference of Detach-
ment (Modus Ponens), its contrapositive (Modus Tollens), and
Substitution are known and used [my italics].... Negation of impli-
cations, conjunctions, and disjunctions (including DeMorgan's
Laws) are also known.. .The Aristotelian techniques of direct proof,
reductio ad absurdum (including reductio ad impossibile and con-
sequentia mirabilis) and ecthesis are used routinely." Ibid, 156:
"The dGe lugs pa theories of formal logic are theories of predicate
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logic." Ibid, 158: "dGe lugs pa logic presents a calculus of arbitrary
sets, properties and extensions...."

What does Goldberg mean by saying that all these things "are known and
used"? They are never explicitly formulated nor, with perhaps the exception
of contraposition, are they even discussed clearly. Of course, wean, if we
wish, use this Aristotelian terminology for comparative purposes, or we can
even try to transpose/translate bsdus griva into such a logic. We could, with
limited utility, do the same thing with regard to the arguments that occur
between lawyers, but it would be somewhat silly to say that debaters in
courts of law know and use Aristotelian logic. As for the "dGe lugs pa theo-
ries of formal logic" and the "calculus" of sets, etc., this falsifies the character
of dGe lugs pa argumentation: there are no "theories of formal logic" or cal-
culi, if she is using these terms in anything other than a very loose or solecis-
tic manner. A few debate rules and obligations are informally presented in
the third book of Yongs 'dzin bsdusgrwa, but many are not explained at all—
the student has to "pick them up" as best he can. For the problems in using
the terminology of sets, see n. 44.

10 See the extensive chronological bibliography of research in this area in
Barth and Martens (1982).

11 See Krabbe (1982: 126-27).

12 The essential change of perspective which this way of doing logic brings
out has been interestingly described by Barth in her introduction to Barth
and Martens (1982: 6) as follows: "...the habit of logicians, old and new, of
basing logic as well as their philosophy of language on some kind of "ontol-
ogy"—that is to say, on things, properties and values that "are there," poten-
tially or actually, in some "domain" or other—this habit should give place to
a semantics in terms of the human activities of seeking and finding."

13 Gf. Rwa stod bsdus grwa 4a 1 (= p. 7): de chos can I khyod khyod dang gcig
yin par thai I khyod tshad ma 'i gzhal by a yin pa 'iphyir. yodpa ("existence")
and tshad ma 'i gzhal bya ("what is to be discriminated by a pramana") are
equivalent or co-extensive (don gcig).

l4SeeTillemans(1988).

15 Note that I am fully aware of the fact that gcig is a much stronger sort
of identity than what we represent by "=" (See Tillemans [1986a]), but
for the moment nothing depends upon that fact: purists can, if they wish,
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understand "=" in a suitably Buddhist sense.

16 Cf. Paris (1968: 4—9). Paris gives two possible translations of "(Claudius x)
Fx": "Claudius xis such that xhas i7"; "Of Claudius as xit is true that xhas
F" I would prefer not to introduce the potentially complicating phrase "it is
true" and say "it is so" instead.

17 See for example dBu ma 'jugpa gsal ba'i me longs explanation (10a5-6)
of the name of the fifth chapter in the Madhyamakdvatdra: shes by a chos can I
sa de la sbyang dka' ba zhes by a ste I sa Inga pa la gnas pa V byang serns bdag nyid
chen po de lha V bu V bdud mams kun gyis kyang sbyang dka / sa las pham par
mis pa ma yin pa'i phyir I'. The verse on which he is commenting, viz., chap.
5, 1 a—b, reads: bdag nyid che de bdud mams kun gyis kyang II sbyang dka 7 sa la
pham par nus ma yin II. Trans, by de la Vallee Poussin (p. 512): "Dans la
terre Sudurjaya, ce magnanime n̂ e peut etre vaincu meme par tous les
Maras." See also dGe 'dun grub pa's commentary (p. 2b3-4) to the opening
verses of Pramdnavdrttikd's Svdrthdnumdna chapter, where Dharmaklrti
explains his own motivation in writing the work: shes bya chos can Idpal Idan
chos grags bdag la mam grel 'di ni gtso cher gzhan la phan pa yin zhes bsam

pa 'ang med de I skye bo phal cher phalpa 'i bstan bcos la chags shing I legs nyes
'byed pa'i shes rab kyi rtsal med pas na legs bshad mams don du mi gnyer la I de
kho nar ma zad legs bshad laphrag dog dri ma daggisyongs su sdang bar gyur
ba des na '0.

18 For the history of vydpti in Indian logic up to Dharmaklrti, see Katsura
(1986a) and an English summary in Katsura (1986c).

19 On these terms see Steinkellner (1971: 201-4). Stcherbatsky (1932: vol.
1, p. 554) characterized tdddtmya as follows: "the Buddhist law means refer-
ence of two different concepts to one and the same point of reality; the con-
cepts are identical in that sense that one is included in the other."

20 The Buddhist theory of causality (kdryakdranabhdva), involving observa-
tion and nonobservation, was elaborated according to a fivefold set of cogni-
tions by Dharmottara and according to a threefold set by Jnanas'rimitra. Cf.
Y. Kajiyama (1966: 113 and n. 305) and (1963).

21 [Author's note: for this bddhakapramdna, see the introduction ro the pre-

sent volume, p. 14.]

22 PVP 321 a4: de Itar re zhig rgyu dang 'bras bu V med na mi 'byung ba nyid

yin no II rang bzhin te I rang bzhin gyi gtan tshigs ni II.
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23 See Manorathanandin's P W adVV IV, k. 258.

24 My translation follows the Sanskrit. PV IV, k. 258: ndntariyakatd jfieyd
yathdsvam * hetvapeksayd / svabhdvasya yathoktam prdk vindsakrtakatvayoh II.

*Read yathdsvam instead of Miyasaka's yathd svarn.

25 From my observations and personal experience, I can affirm that the
opponent in a Tibetan debate will have about fifteen seconds to come up
with something or another, otherwise his audience will begin to clap their
hands and jeer quite loudly and he will be forced to accept the pervasion in
question.

26 To put things in the usual, but long-winded, fashion of predicate calcu-
lus: given the truth of (17), the conditional (16) must also be true because no
matter which individual constant £ we substitute for the variable x occuring
in (16), the formula "rabbit's horn x/E" will be false and the falsity of the
antecedent is a sufficient condition for the truth of the whole conditional.
See Mates (1972) for explanations, including the notation 0 Otl&. A debate
logic explanation is shorter: Given an acceptance of (17), one will invariably
fail to show a counterexample for (16).

27 Pseudo-Scotus' formulation was: ad quamlibetpropositionem falsam
sequitur quaelibet alia propositio in bona consequentia materiali ut nunc. See
Kneale and Kneale (1962: 281). "From any false proposition there follows
every other proposition in a material consequence which is good as things are
now." "Good as things are now" is very roi^hly speaking the same as "con-
tingently true," although cf. the Kneales' caution on p. 280.

28 Sometimes one finds gangdra?t teyin pas khyab or gangdran dran. E.g.,
Yongs 'dzhi bsdus grwa chung 20a6: dngos po 'i spyir gyur pa V dngos po yin na I
gangdran dran yin pas khyab pal phyir I "...because if something is a real
entity which is a universal of real entities, it: is pervaded by being whatever
one can think of."

29 Cf. the definitions of the anvayavydpti (rjes khyab) and vyatirekavydpti
(Idog khyab) for proving sound's impermanence in Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs (5b;
p. 24 ed. Onoda): in both cases, the definitions specify khyod mi rtagpa la
'breL

30 We see that Dharmaklrti, when speaking about pervasions in conse-
quences (prasanga), still insisted on there being a necessary connection.
See PV IV, k. 12 and especially Manorathanandin's vrtti, translated in
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Tillemans (1986c).

31 Goldberg (1985a: 172) etpassim.

32 Cf. Riva stod bsdus grwa 4a2 (= p. 7): shes by a chos can I dngos po mayin
par thai I dngos medyin pa V phyir I ma grub na I de chos can I der thai I rtagpa
yin pa'i phyir. Ibid., 4a3: gzhi grub na rtagpa yin pas khyab zer na I gser bum
chos can I der thai / de'i phyir. Note that gzhi grub ("established basis") is co-
extensive with shes by a.

33 Goldberg (1985a: 178). This is the principle which Tibetans routinely
express by the formula ... khyod rtagpa yin te khyod rtagpa dang gzhi mthun
yod pa V phyir.

34 Cf. Yongs dzin bsdus grwa 'bring, 1 la l -2 : kho na re shes bya'i mtshan nyid
de mtshan nyid yin par thai I shes bya 'i mtshan nyid yin na mtshan nyid yin pas
khyab pa 'iphyir zer na ma khyab. Ibid. 11 b 1—2: mtshan nyid chos can I mtshan
nyid ma yin par thai I mtshon bya yin pa V phyir I.

35 A good example: in rtags rigs one typically says by as pa chos can sgra mi
rtag par sgrub pa'i rtags yang dag yin ("product, the topic, is a valid reason for
proving that sound is impermanent"). In Sanskrit one would not say that
krta or krtaka ("a/the/all product[s]") is the reason: rather the reason is
krtakatva ("producedness"; "producthood"). But in Tibetan it would be silly
to say byas pa nyid chos can, although that is the point at stake. [Author's
note: this explanation in terms of an implicit tvaltd is now unsatisfyingly
simplistic to me. Cf. n. 18 in "On the So-called Difficult Point of the Apoha
Theory," reprinted as chapter 10 of the present volume.]

36 Bocheiiski(1956: 162).

37 Suppositio simplex pro significato sine comparatione ad res. Kneale and
Kneale (1962: 252).

38 Translation is that of the Kneales, (1962: 756), except that I would prefer
"stands for" for supponit instead of their "suppones."

39 Interestingly enough, there is a passage in Red mda' ba's commentary on
the Catuhsataka, chapter 15 where the three defining characteristics (mtshan
nyid) of conditioned phenomena are being refuted. In the course of the argu-
ment against laksana and laksya being one, Red mda' ba gives the absurd
consequence that mtshan nyid mtshan nyid du mi 'gyur(p. 192), "defining
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character would not be a defining character." In fact, the sense is clearly that
it would absurdly follow that things which are defining characters would not
be defining characters. A good illustration of the ambiguity of terms in
Tibetan.

40 An example of the latter is piper venditur hie et Romae ("Pepper is sold
here and in Rome"), where there is not just a reference to the variety or type
of thing, but also to the concrete peppercorns which are actually sold.

41 For rang Idog and gzbi Idog, see the third chapter of Yongs 'dzin bsdus grwa
chiing on Idogpa ngos 'dzin. A good example of the use which the dGe lugs
make of these terms is in the theory of apoha, where they want to say that the
likeness of the object which appears to the conceptual mind and is the mean-
ing of a word is a conceptually created fiction, a sdmdnyalaksana. However,
that which has that likeness, viz., the svalaksana (i.e., the real particulars in
the world), is not conceptually created. We find bsdus grwa arguments on
apoha such as the following:

bum 'dzin rtogpa la bum pa mayin pa las log par snang ba chos can
spyi mtshan yin. "Appear[ance] as non-non-vase to the conceptual
mind thinking about vase[s], the topic, is a sdmanyalaksana."

khyod bum 'dzin rtog pa la bum pa ma yin pa las log par snang na
khyod spyi mtshan yin pas ma khyab, dper na bum pa bzhin. "If x is
something which appears as non-non-vase to the conceptual mind
thinking about vase[s], then x is not pervaded by being a sdmanya-
laksana, for example, as in the case of a vase."

Cf. Yongs 'dzin bsdus grwa che ba, the chapter on apoha (gzhan sel). Note
that bumpa'i don spyi, the "object-universal of a vase", or the mentally-creat-
ed likeness which is the basis for words and concepts, is explained in bsDus
grwa chungand che ba as bum 'dzin rtogpa la bum pa mayin pa las log par
snang ba. ICang skya rol pa'i rdo rje in effect explains the point brought out
in the above two statements by using the terminology of rang Idog and gzhi
Idog—the "appearance" itself (rang Idog) is the conceptually fabricated basis
for applying mental and verbal conventions such as "ox," but the individual
oxen which appear as non-non-ox are the gzhi Idog of this appearance and are
svalaksana. Cf. ICang skya grub mtha'p. 104 for a classic explanation of
apoha a la dGe lugs pa: de Itar na 'di ba Ling ngo / snyam pa 'i bio 'i tha snyad
dang de Itar brjodpa 'i sgra 'i tha snyad jug pa 'i gzhi'i rang Idog ni rtogpas btags
pa tsam dang spyi mtshan yin la I de daggi gzhi Idog tu gyurpa 7 ba lang sogs ni
rang mtshan yin pas ...

Finally, it should be understood that ICang skya's explanation of apoha is



FORMAL AND SEMANTIC ASPECTS 145

largely based on Tsong kha pa's Tshad ma'i brjed byang chen mo, many pas-
sages of which he uses almost verbatim. Cf. A lag sha ngag dbang bstan dar's
Rang mtshan spy I msthan mam bzhag tor a similar explanation, one which is
more or less standard textbook fare. [Editor's note: see also Tillemans
(1995a), reprinted as chapter 10 in the present volume.]

42 Cf. Yongs 'dzin bsdus gnva cbungGz where Ito Idir zhabs zhum chos skyor
gyi don byed nus pa is also given as the defining property of vases (burn pa).

43 Cf. rl'ags rigs, 8b6 ( = p. 31, ed. Onoda): byaspa sgra mi rtagpar sgrub
pa'i gnyis pa [i.e., sgra mi rtagpar sgrub kyi khyadpar Itospa pa'i rang bzhin
gyirtagsyangda^.

44 For the first quotation, see Goldberg (1985a: 177); for the second, see
ibid. p. 153. The usual version of Russell's paradox arises in the context of a
nineteenth-century set theory. Now bsdus gnva is far from being a theory of
sets, nor is it even likely that topic terms regularly refer to anything even sim-
ilar to sets. This is easily seen by the following typical example: bum pa chos
can bum pa y in te Ito Idir zhabs zhum chos skyor gyi don byed nus pa yin pa'i
phyir (lit., "vase, the topic, is a vase because it is bulbous, splay-bottomed
and can perform the function of carrying water.") But the set of vases is not a
vase, nor can it carry water.

Goldberg (1985b: 295) says: "This entity [viz., rang ma yinpa] was not
mentioned in my studies of dGe lugs pa logic but its existence is obvious
from the postulates." Disregarding the hyperbole and inexactitude ot talking
about "postulates" in dGe lugs pa logic, it is worth mentioning that it is real-
ly Goldberg who came up with this paradox of rang ma yin pa ("not being
itself), a paradox which is hardly clearly extractable from the bsdus grwa
arguments on rang ma yin pa'i Idogchos, etc. Granted, there seems to be
something like a paradox in the latter arguments, but it is arrived at in an
extremely roundabout and woolly way. Secondly, the terms rang ma yin pa
and rang ma yin pa'i Idog chos suffer from a similar type of ambiguity as the
cases which we saw above. If one felt less charitable one could, it seems to
me, justifiably say that one does not understand what the terms mean and
that the whole thing is a type of pseudo-paradox. But taking a more charita-
ble point of view, we could understand rang ma yin pa in the sense of the
"property of not qualifying itself" or the "property of not being predicable of
itself—this, given what we saw previously about the ambiguities of terms
in Tibetan, is probably a much more legitimate possibility than something
about sets. If we take that course, however, then rang ma yin pa looks like
Russell's property of "impredicability": a property/that is not predicable
of itself will be termed "impredicable", i.e., Irnpr(f) if and only if- /{/) .
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Let the property "impredicable" be/Then Impr(Impr) if and only if
-Impr(Impr). See Copi (1971: 9). In other words, if there is a parallel with
Russell, it is better understood as not being a version of Russell's set theoreti-
cal paradox, but as a paradox turning on properties. The inescapable impres-
sion which one gets from bsdus grwa and Goldberg, however, is that the
Tibetans did not have a clear awareness of such paradoxes, nor of their con-
sequences; they stumbled onto something and then adopted a patchwork
solution with the notion of rjes mthunpa ("semblant entities"). Coming up
with explicitly formulated logical paradoxes is quite a different thing.

45 Cf. Quine (1970: 80-87), or (1960a: 387) where he gives the simplistic
view that apparent logical conflicts are always results of mistranslation: "pre-
logicality is a myth invented by bad translators." Actually as Susan Haack
(1974) shows, Quine's position is not wholly consistent. If we adopt his
views in "Two Dogmas of Empiricism" that there is no fundamental differ-
ence between so-called "necessary" logical truths and factual truths, then it is
theoretically possible that some circumstances would lead us to revise logical
laws. This theoretical possiblity is to be governed by his "maxim of mini-
mum mutilation," which reminds us of the awesome consequences. See
Haack (1974, ch.2) for a discussion of the question, "Could there be good
reason [s] for a change of logic?"

46 Note that one could reproduce similar ambiguities in Chinese, and it
would be interesting to see whether the Mohist logicians did have similar
logical problems and how they solved them.

47 See Tillemans (1986b).

48 sad asat sadasac ceti sadasan neti ca kramah I esa prayojyo vidvadbhir
ekatvddisu nityasah II

49 See CSV ad CS XIV, k. 21:

ekatvam anyatvam ubhayam nobhayam ity ekatvddayah I etesv
ekatvddisu paksesu vddind vyavasthitesu sadasattvddyupalaksito
dusanakramah sudhiyd* yathdkramam avatdryah II * Better to read
sudhiyd (= Tib. bio bzangpos) than svadhiyd, which is the reading
found in Haraprasad Shastri and V. Bhattacharya. "Oneness, oth-
erness, both, neither—that is what is meant by 'oneness and other
such [theses]'. The person of excellent intelligence should system-
atically apply the method of refutation which was shown—i.e., exis-
tence, nonexistence, etc.—to these theses concerning oneness, etc.
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which were established by the proponent."

vSee Ruegg (1977) for examples from early Buddhism such as the
finitude/infinitude of the world, its eternity/non-eternity, the soul's being
different or identical with the body, etc.

50 rGyal tshab in bZhi rgyapa'i mam hshadto CS XIV, k. 21 (ch. 14, p. 12)
adds the qualification bden par grub pa : mkhas pas bden par grub pa'i gcig
nyid dang I gzhan nyid dang Ignyi ga dang I gnyi ga min pa sogs gogpa dag la
rtag tu sbyar bar bya II... Note that Candrakirti does not use this qualifi-
cation here; nor does Dharmapala in his A f!l Sf E=f m f¥ m Guang bai
lunshilun.T.XXX 1571.

51 sKabs dangpo'i spyi don 104a5-104b2 and 104b7-105al: khacigchos
thams cad yod pa yang ma yin I med pa yang ma yin I gnyis kayang ma yin I
gnyis ka ma yin pa yang ma yin pa gnas lugs mthar thug yin te I mdo las I chos
thams cad yod pa yang ma yin I med pa yang ma yin I gnyis kayang ma yin I
gnyis ka ma yin pa yang ma yin I zhes gsungs pa V phyir dang I dkon mchog
brtsegs par I *od srungyod ces bya ba ni mtha' gcig go I med ces bya ba ni mtha'
gnyis so II mtha' de gnyis spangs pa ni dbu ma V lam mo II zhes gsungs pa 'i phyir I
zer ba mi 'thad de I lung dangpo 'i don ni I chos thams cad don dam par yod pa
ma yin pa bden par ma grub I tha snyad du med pa ma yin pa yang der ma grub
I don dam par yod pa dang tha snyad du med pa gnyis ka yin pa yang bden par
ma grub I de gnyis ka ma yin pa yang bden par ma grub ces pa /' don dang I gnyis
pa / don ni bden par yod par Ita ba rtag Ita dang I tha snyad du med par Ita ba
chad Ita yin par bstan pa 'i phyir I de Itar ma yin na I chos thams cad chos can I
yod pa yin par thai I med pa ma yin pa / phyir I... gzhan yang I chos thams cad
yod pa yang yin I med pa yang yin I gnyis kayang yin I gnyis ka ma yin pa yang
yin par thai I chos thams cad yod pa yang ma yin I med pa yang ma yin I gnyis ka
yang ma yin I gnyis ka ma yin pa yang ma yin pa V phyir I rtags khas I. The same
passage in the copy of the sKabs dang po'i spyi don in the Tibetan collection
of the Faculty of Letters of Tokyo University (89a6-89b3 and 90al-2)
shows no variants. For the quote from the Ratnakuta, see Kdsyapaparivartta
60, ed., Stael-Holstein: astlti kasyapa ay am eko 'ntah ndstity ayam dvitlyo 'ntah
(I) yad etayor dvayor antayor madhyam iyam ucyate kasyapa madhyamd pratipad.

52 See e.g., Kalff(1983).

53 See Tsong kha pa's rlsa she tik chen, p. 15.

54 Cf. r'Tsa she tik chen (Sarnath ed., p. 15; Collected Works, vol. ba 10a2-3 =

p. 19):
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de layang dag par yodpa tha snyad du yang mi sridpas yang dag par
medpa tha snyad du yod pa 7 phyir don dam par med ces pa medpa 'i
mthar 'dzin dang de Itar ma yin zhes gogpa med mtha' gog pa min
kyang I dgag by a bkagpa'i med pa yang dag par yod do zhes 'dzin na
dngos po medpa 7 mthar hung has de 'gogpa yang med mtha' gogpa
yin no //"Here, since true existence is impossible even convention-
ally, not being truly existent does exist conventionally. Thus it is not
the case that [thinking] 'it is not ultimately existent' is grasping at
the extreme of nonexistence and that the negation 'it is not like
that' is a negation of the extreme of nonexistence. But if one thinks
that the nonexistence of the negandum which has been negated
does [itself] truly exist, then one has fallen into the extreme of enti-
ties being nonexistent, and thus the negation of that is the negation
of the extreme of nonexistence."

For this "negation of a truly existent negation" in the context of the four-
fold discussion of causality, see ibid p. 47 (ed. Sarnath) et seq. which has the
heading (sa bead): rang bzhin medpa rigs shes kyis grub na b den par grub pa'i
rtsodpa spang ba, "Rebutting the argument that if one establishes that there
is no svabhdva, then [this absence of svabhdva] is truly established." See also
Ruegg (1983: 226)'s summary of the sKal bzang mid 'byed:

Accordingly, when it is known that what is to be established in
MMK 1,1 has the form of prasajya-negation (cf. 109a2), one under-
stands that there is established the pure negative determination of
production in ultimate reality (don dam par skye ba mam par bead
tsam sgrub kyi) without there being an additional establishment of
the existence of some (putative) ultimately real non-production (de
min pa 7 don dam pa 7 skye med yod par mi sgrub pa) (111 b2).

55 bsDus grwa chung 14a: ma yin pa las log pa dang I yin pa gnyis don gcig I

yin pa las log pa dang I ma yin pa gnyis don gcig I ma yin pa las log pa du [rnaj

brtsegs kyang I ma yin pa las log pa gcigpu dang don gcig I yin pa las log pa cha

dang / ma yin pa las log pa don gcig I yin pa las log pa ya dang bcas na / yin pa

las log pa gcigpu dang don gcig yin pa 7 phyir ro //.

56 See e.g., rTsa she tik chen, (Sarnath ed., pp. 39—41) and Yongs 'dzin bsdus

grwa che ba: gzhan sel dgag sgrub kyi mam bzhag. For a general explanation of
the notions at stake see Kajiyama (1973). Lately we have seen many modern
writers explaining prasajya/paryuddsa in terms of "verbally-bound" or "nomi-
nally-bound" negations. Interestingly enough, this account fits badly with
the dGe lugs explanations on the subject.
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57 I deform things a bit here in speaking about "positive assertions"—more
precisely, it is (psychologically) positive phenomena (sgnihpa = vidhi).

58 My thanks to Georges Dreyfus for confirming that the Tibetan debaters
also felt that this potential exegetical problem would arise if one denied the
skur 'debs kyi med mtha'. A solution seems to have been to take the denial as
rang bzhin gyis med na med mi dgospa ("it is not necessary that x is nonexis-
tent if A: does not exist by its own-nature") instead of simply tha snyad du
med pa ma yin pa.



7: Dharmaklrti and Tibetans
on Adrsydnupalabdhihetu

THE PROJECT TO STUDY Buddhist epistemology by using indigenous
Tibetan sources seems to have two major orientations nowadays.
The first, broadly speaking, seeks to describe the long and tortu-

ous process by which the Tibetans themselves assimilated the philosophy
of Dharmaklrti. Here there is a constellation of questions, ranging from
purely factual matters like the history of transmissions of the Pramd-
navdrttika, Pramdnaviniscaya, etc., to philological and philosophical
points, such as the history of certain intra-Tibetan debates on key Dhar-
makirtian notions. So long as one does not attempt to evaluate these Ti-
betan debates as to their accuracy or fruitfulness in elucidating Dhar-
maklrti's thought, one can treat them as purely Tibetan events, and
indeed one can even quite justifiably go a long way in investigating this
part of Tibetan philosophical history without preoccupying oneself very
much with Dharmaklrti's actual works. The result is what one could term
a purely Tibetological approach.

The second orientation is evaluative in nature and does therefore pre-
suppose an understanding of Dharmaklrti's own system: one shuttles
back and forth between the indigenous Tibetan commentaries and the
original Indian texts (in Sanskrit where available), seeking to use Tibetan
materials to gain a deeper understanding of Dharmaklrti's own thought.
The question then inevitably arises as to what kind of understanding of
Dharmaklrti we can get in this manner. Here there is no one simple an-
swer. Sometimes Tibetans do give us valuable pieces of specific historical
information on the Indian debates figuring in Dharmaklrti's works, such
as identifying IsVarasena as being the proponent of the sadlaksanahetu
doctrine against which Dharmaklrti repeatedly argued.1 More frequently,
however, the Tibetan contribution to our understanding of Dharmaklrti
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does not concern specific historical figures, facts, or events, but rather
what I have termed elsewhere "internal history," and where the essen-
tial procedure is not unlike what David Seyfort Ruegg, if 1 understand
him correctly, would explain as systematical hermeneutics.2 In short,
the Tibetan commentators often attribute ideas to Dharmakirti which
are implied or presupposed by the whole system of his thought, although
Dharmakirti himself may never have subjectively entertained such ideas,
or if he did, it was in a highly condensed, or even perhaps sometimes a
dimly understood fashion.

Let us very briefly mention a few of the important Tibetan contri-
butions to understanding Dharmakirti, contributions where the Ti-
betans are largely proceeding by systematical hermeneutics, rather than
by rigid adherence to Dharmakirti's words:

(1) The notion of tshad ma / skyes bu ("person of authority") which fig-
ures in the exegesis of PV II.3

(2) The differentiation between the various types of universals (sdmdnya),
some of which should be acceptable to a Dharmakirtian, and oth-
ers which should be totally unacceptable.4

(3) The formulation of the so-called "reasons/inferences from author-
ity" (yidchespa'i rtags;yidchespa'i ryes dpag). Dharmakirti in PV
I and PV IV, in keeping with Dignaga, had explained that citations
from scriptures could be used for certain sorts of inferences. Ti-
betan commentators then speculated on just what the formal rea-
sonings (prayoga) in such inferences should look like, and what de-
gree of probative status scriptural inferences had vis-a-vis other
types of inferences, a problem which led to the infamous lunggnod
byed/lunggegs byed debate between Sa skya pas and dGe lugs pas
over the question of whether a scripture (lung = dgama) could re-
ally serve to invalidate (gnod byed = bddhaka) a thesis, or whether
it could at most conflict with the thesis, or more literally speaking,
"impede it" (gegs byed = pratibandhaka). Some Tibetan commen-
tators (such as dGe 'dun grub pa [1391-1474] in his Tshad ma rigs
pa'i rgyari), maintained that the debate had historical Indian pro-
ponents (viz., "disciples of Dignaga"), but they never actually iden-
tified these "Indian thinkers," and it seems more likely that the de-
bate is better viewed as an important contribution to systematical
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hermeneutics, albeit one which was dressed up as an historical
pseudo-event.5

In what follows we shall take up another Tibetan contribution to un-
derstanding Dharmakirti, namely, the development of two significantly
different types of reasoning consisting in the non-apprehension of pu-
tative states of affairs, in other words, two different types of anupalab-
dhihetu (ma dmigs pa V gtan tshigs). As is well known by now, the stan-
dard account of annpalabdhihetu which we find in Dharmakirti's works
and those of later logicians is that the absence of a perceptible type of
entity (drsya) is proven when^that entity is not apprehended: it would
be apprehended if it were present in a certain spot, but in fact it is not
apprehended, and thus it is absent. It is repeatedly stressed, however, that
if the entity is not perceptible (adrsya), that is, if it is the type of thing,
like a spirit (pisdca), which is not empirically accessible to ordinary be-
ings, then merely not apprehending it does not prove its absence at all.
This type of argument from non-apprehension is thus fallacious.

This much should be relatively ho-hum for any Dharmaklrtian scholar.
What is not obvious at all for someone relying on only the Indian texts
is that, following Tibetan exegesis on Dharmakirti, there was a use of
adrsydnupalabdhi which was fully probative. In other words, Tibetans
recognized two equally valid, but different types of anupalabdhihetu,
viz., the familiar drsydnupalabdhi (snangrungma dmigs pa), non-appre-
hension of a perceptible thing, and a specific, well-circumscribed use of
adrsydnupalabdhi (mi snang ba ma dmigs pa), non-apprehension of an
imperceptible thing. Dharmakirti thus supposedly recognized a type of
adrsydnupalabdhihetu which could not be assimilated to the frequently
criticized fallacious use, but which actually was a valid reason for prov-
ing a certain type of negative proposition. As we shall see below, at least
one modern writer, Ernst Steinkellner, recognized that Dharmakirti
sometimes spoke of inferences based on adrsydnupalabdhihetu as being
means of valid cognition (pramdna), but for Steinkellner (or rather, to
be fair, for Steinkellner in 1967 when he published his translation of the
Hetubindu6), a negation of the adrsydnupalabdhi sort was only hypo-
thetical (hypothetisch) and not as real (echt) as the usual drsya sort. Sig-
nificantly, the Tibetans made no such distinction, and I believe they
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were probably better off in not doing so. At any rate, following the Ti-
betan scholastic, both sorts of valid anupalabdhiketuwztz of equal sta-
tus, and led to negations and hence to inferential pramdnas which were
equally full-fledged and equally authoritative.

Let us now look at typical Tibetan examples of the valid sort of adrsyd-
nupalabdhihetu. We first take up the version of Tsong kha pa (1357—
1419) as found in his short work on logic, sDe bdun la jugpa'i sgo don
gnyeryid kyi mun sel, p. 48:

mdun gyi gzhi 'dir sha za bskal don du song ba V skyes bus sha za

yod nges kyi tha snyaddon mthun mi jug par sgrub pa la sha za

bskal don du song ba 7 gang zaggis sha za ma dmigs pa bkodpa

ha bu //"It is like stating [the reason] that someone for whom
spirits (sha za = pis'dca) are inaccessible entities (bskal don =
viprakntdrtha) does not apprehend a spirit, in order to prove
that a person for whom a spirit is an inaccessible entity will
not apply a correct vyavahdra (= tha snyad don mthun) that a
spirit is certain (nges = niscaya) to be present in the place in
front."

This basic idea is given in the form of various prayogas ("formal ar-
gument") in dGe lugs pa rtags rigs texts; prayogas and definitions are
also given, with various modifications, by Sa skya pa writers such as Go
rams pa bsod nams seng ge (1429—1489), Glo bo mkhan chen bsod
nams Ihun grub (1456—1532) and goer mdog pan chen sakya mchog
ldan (1428—1507). To avoid overly burdening the text here we shall
present these variants in our notes (see n. 7). To begin our discussion,
then, here is the formal argument given by a later scholar, Yongs 'dzin
phur bu lcog (1825—1901), who, in his monastic textbook on rtags rigsy

presents an elaborate dGe lugs pa version of the prayoga:

mdun gyi gzhi 'dir chos can I sha za bskal don du song ba V gang

zaggi rgyud la sha za nges pa 'i dpyad shes don mthun med de I

sha za bskal don du song ba V gang zaggi rgyud la sha za dmigs

byedkyi tshadma medpa'iphyirI "The topic [is] 'with regard

to the place in front.' In the [mind]-stream of someone for
whom a spirit is an inaccessible entity, there is no correct sub-
sequent cognition (dpyadshes don mthun) ascertaining a spirit
there [in front], because in the [mind-]stream of someone for
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whom a spirit is an inaccessible entity there is no means of

valid cognition (tshad ma = pramdna) which apprehends a

spirit there."7

This type of reasoning is classified by Yongs 'dzin phur bu lcog and
others as a mi snang ba'i rgyu ma dmigspa, "non-apprehension of the
cause with regard to something imperceptible." In effect, the later Ti-
betan schoolmen have transposed some categories which we find in the
usual Dharmaklrtian classifications of drsydnupalabdhihetu onto the
rather special case of adrsyanupalabdhihetu. Thus the logical structure
of the above reasoning is very similar to what Pramdnavdrttika I, k. 4
termed hetvasiddhi and what the Vddanydya termed kdrandnupalabdhi—
in the usual example of this sort of reason one proves that there is no
smoke in such and such a place because its cause, viz., fire, is not there.
The point in the Tibetan example of the adrsyanupalabdhihetu is that
the cause of a correct subsequent cognition (dpyad shes) must be a
pramdna, and in the case of cognizing inaccessible entities like spirits,
ordinary beings simply do not have such pramdnas.

Now, the initial temptation might well be to object that anyone, Ti-
betan or not, who speaks positively of an adrsyanupalabdhihetu as being
a valid reason like drsydnupalabdhihetu has, ipso facto, understood noth-
ing about Dharmakirti's system. After all, didn't Dharmaklrti explicitly
say in PVin II, k. 32cd and NB II, 27 that "in the case of inaccessible
things (bskalpa = viprakrsta) absence is not certain (bskalpa mams la ni
I medpar nges pa yod ma yin = viprakrstesu...abhdvaniscaydbhdvah)"?
Here, so it would be argued, what was meant was that various existent
things could be inaccessible to our perception, i.e., literally "remote"
(viprakrsta), because of their subtle natures, or their distance from us in
time or space. Such inaccessible entities would be adrsya, and indeed
simply not seeing them would not give any certainty that they were
nonexistent. Thus, tolerating or advocating an adrsyanupalabdhihetu
would run completely counter to Dharmaklrti.

I have in fact heard this objection voiced, and indeed not so long ago.
But is it cogent? I don't think so. What the Tibetans are advocating as
being a valid adrsyanupalabdhihetu is not at all like this fallacious use.
The Tibetans in the above type of example are not seeking to establish
the certainty that a thing which does not lend itself to being perceived
is absent, rather they are establishing the simple absence of any certainty,
or of any cognition which is certain about presence or absence of
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viprakrstartha. In short, they accept the Pramdnaviniscaya s idea of ab-
sence being uncertain in the case of viprakrstartha, and then they go one
step further: they give valid reasons to prove that there is no certainty
with regard to the presences or absences of viprakrstartha. It is, thus,
this type of reason which is the acceptable sort of adrsydnupalabdhi: an
anupalabdhihetu which, like all such reasons, proves a negative propo-
sition, but in this case what is being negated is the existence of an as-
certaining cognition.

In fact, there are some difficult passages in Dharmakirti's PVin II and
in the PVSV which are probably best interpreted as supporting the Ti-
betans on this matter. We shall first translate these passages and then
attempt to superimpose upon them the idea of an acceptable adrsydnu-
palabdhihetu, one which is as valid—no more, no less—as a drsydnu-
palabdhihetu.

PVin II, 23.24-23.27 (ed. Steinkellner): bskal pa'i yul la
mngon sum dang rjes su dpagpa medpa de niyodpa'i shespa

dang sgra dang tha snyad gogpa / 'bras bu can yin te I de dag ni

dmigs pa sngon du gro ba can yin pa'i phyir ro / "The fact of

there being no perception or inference with regard to inac-
cessible objects (bskalpa'i yul = viprakrstavisaya) results in
negating cognition of, speech about and action directed to-
wards present things, for these [three] are preceded by appre-
hension (dmigs pa = upalabdhi)."

Much of the rest of the PVin passage also figures in the Svavrtti (PVSV)
ad PV I, k. 3—the relevant Sanskrit text will be given below. First of
all, however, let us cite PV I, k. 3. This is the verse which Tibetan writ-
ers themselves, be they dGe lugs pa or later Sa skya pa, will take to be
the main Indian source for a twofold classification of valid anupalabd-
hihetu into adrsydnupalabdhi (mi snang ba ma dmigs pa) and drsydnu-
palabdhi (snang rung ma dmigs pa):

PV I, k.3: apravrttih pramdndndm apravrttiphald sati I
asajjndnaphald kdcid dhetubhedavyapeksayd //8 "Non-activa-
tion of pramdnas results in [one's] not acting towards that
which is not present. Some [non-activation], by relying on
specific features of the reason, results in cognition of an ab-
sence."
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We now can present PVSV adPV I, k. 3 (the words of the kdrikd^it
indicated in bold script):

apravrttih pramanandm anupalabdhih apravrttiphala 'sati /
sajjndnasabdavyavahdrapratisedhaphald I' upalabdhipurvakatvat

tesdm iti I...asajjfidnaphald kdciddhetubhedavyapeksaydI

hetur anupalabdhih / bhedo syd visesanam upalabdhilaksana-

prdptasattvam I...evam anayor anupalabdhyoh svaviparyaya-

hetvabhdvabhdvdbhydm sadvyavahdrapratisedhaphalatvam

tulyam I ekatra samsaydd anyatra viparyaydt I tatrddyd sadvya-

vahdranisedhopayogdt pramdnam uktd / na tu vyatirekadar-

sandddv upayujyate / samsaydt / dvitiyd tv atra pramdnam nil-

cayaphalatvdtll"Non-activation ofpramdnas, i.e., anupalabdhi,

results in [one's] not acting towards that which is not present.
That is to say, it results in negating cognition of, speech about
and action directed towards something present, for these are
preceded by apprehension (upalabdhi). ...Some [non-activa-
tion], by relying on specific features of the reason, results in
cognition of an absence. An upalabdhi is a logical reason (hetu).
Its specific feature is the qualifier that presence meet the con-
ditions of [amenability to] apprehension. ...Thus both these
[types of] anupalabdhi are the same in their resulting in negat-
ing action (vyavahdra,) directed towards something present, ei-
ther through a lack of [valid] logical reasons for [affirming] a
thing itself or through the existence of [valid] logical reasons
for negating [it]. For, in the first case, there is doubt, while in
the second, there is negation. The first of them is said to be a
pramdna in that one uses it to negate action directed towards
something present. But it does not serve to prove exclusion,
etc., for doubt remains. The second, however, is a pramdna
for this [proof of exclusion], for it results in certainty."9

Some remarks on the salient points of Dharmakirti's thought as re-
flected in the above passage:

A. The first half of PV I, k. 3 speaks of both adrsyaand drsydnupalabdhi-
hetiiy but the emphasis is on the former. Thus, an adrsydnupahtbdhi results
in no cognition of presence of certain types of entities, nor can we legitim-
ately speak of them or act on the knowledge that they are there. Both PVin
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and PVSV speak of the nonexistence, or non-activation (apravrtti), of pra-
mdnas "resulting" in a negation of cognition, etc. This idiom "resulting"
is not to be taken in a purely causal way, but rather in a logical sense, mean-
ing "establishing" or "proving." In other words, the nonexistence of pra-
mdnas is a reason which establishes the conclusion that there is no cogni-
tion, etc. of presence. Indeed, Sakyabuddhi, in commenting on the Svavrtti
to k. 3, makes it clear that we are dealing with a process of reasoning,
i.e., two types of anupalabdhihetu which have different conclusions.10

PVT D. 13a7: yodpa dgagpa'igtan tshigs ni bltar mi rung ba

mi dmigspa'o (I) medpa sgrub pa'i gtan tshigs ni dmigs pa'i

mtshan nyidkyigyur ba mi dmigs pa b /"The logical reason which

negates presence is [one by] adrysdnupalabdhi (bltar mi rung

ba mi dmigs pa). The logical reason proving absence is that of

anupalabdhi of what has the character of being apprehendable

{dmigspa'i mtshan nyidkyigyur ba = upalabdhilaksana)."

B. Only some kinds of anupalabdhi, namely drsydnupalabdhi, lead to a
certainty that an object is absent, but nonetheless, both adrsya- and
drsydnupalabdhi are to be classified as pramdnas. This fact that both are
pramdnas is clearly brought out in the latter part of the Svavrtti passage,
and I think that we have to take the passage as meaning that both are
equally full-fledgedpramdnas. Let me take this up by examining a mod-
ern purvapaksa in some detail.

Ernst Steinkellner, in a long note to his 1967 translation of the Hetu-
bindu, had discussed the passage in the Svavrtti and had concluded that
the negation spoken about in connection with adrsydnupalabdhi was
only "hypothetical" (hypothetisch), and that it was drsydnupalabdhi which
would have the status of a full-fledged and real (echt) negation.11 The re-
sult, according to Professor Steinkellner, was as follows: "Since by means
of this non-apprehension one does not obtain any certain knowledge,
Dharmakfrti also concedes that we should not regard it to be a
pramdna."n According to Steinkellner's reading of Dharmaklrti, it was
supposedly only drsydnupalabdhi which would elicit certainty (niscaya)
and which would definitively prove of some putative entity that "it is
not there," or in other words, "it is not present" (Es ist nicht; Es ist nicht
vorhanden). The former type, viz., adrsydnupalabdhi, would lead to
doubt about some entity's absence and could only prove at most that
"it is not so that it is there" (Es ist nicht, dass es ist). I think that the point
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is best interpreted somewhat differently. In what follows I will try to pre-
sent my reasons.

First of all, a "hypothetical" negation, or what is worse, a "hypothet-
ical" or somehow inferior type of pramdna, is an extremely puzzling no-
tion, and we would be better off if we could avoid burdening Dharma-
klrti's system with something that we can hardly understand. Thus, our
interpretation obviously would make considerable gains in simplicity
and elegance if we could do as the Tibetans and speak of both the
adrsydnupalabdhi and the drsydnupalabdhi mentioned in k. 3 as being
equally full-fledged inferential pramdnas involving equally full-fledged
real negations.

Second, from a logical point of view, can we, or could Dharmaklrti,
reasonably make a difference between "It is not there" and "It is not so
that it is there"? Perhaps a difference could be discerned by a sophisti-
cated modern logician, but one would have to have a rather acute con-
centration for any such supposed difference to become apparent. Do
we really want to impose on Dharmakirti some complicated logical
structures which would make a distinction between Es is nichtzrxi. Es ist
nicht, dass es ist?\ think the answer is that if we can avoid it, we had bet-
ter not complicate an otherwise formally simple seventh-century logic.

Third, there seems to be Indian evidence in support of the Tibetan
interpretation. Karnakagomin, who essentially follows Sakyabuddhi,
may well give us a clearer idea of how to take the occurrences of the
terms "doubt" and "certainty" in the Svavrtti passage. These commen-
tators even anticipate the objection that the "doubt" spoken about in the
Svavrtti would make it impossible for adrsydnupalabdhi to be a real
pramdna, and then they go on to explain, in reply, that adrsydnupalab-
dhi is a pramdiia in one respect and not in the other: in particular, it is
a pramdna for denying cognition of, speech about, and action directed
towards presences (sajjndnasabdavyavahdrapratisedha), but it is not a
pramdna with regard to absences or exclusion (vyatireka), for in this re-
spect {and I would stress only in this respect) doubt persists.13 In short, in-
stead of speaking about adrsydnupalabdhi in a general way as something
lesser or "hypothetical" leading to doubt, the commentators seem to
support the view that we need to make precise distinctions specifying
the exact propositions for which it is a pramdna and those for which it
is not. This is certainly in keeping with the Tibetan approach which
distinguishes where adrsydnupalabdhi is a pramdna and where it is not.

Fourth, according to indigenous Tibetan texts, the proposition which
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is being proven is that for such and such a person, there is no correct
subsequent cognition or no pramdna of an imperceptible thing in front
of him (... nges byed kyi dpyad shes don mthun medpa; ... nges byed kyi
tshadma med pa), or that this person cannot reasonably maintain or act
upon the proposition that such a thing exists in a specific place (yod ces
dam bca' mi rigs pa; yod nges tha snyadmi 'jug pa). This is a credible in-
terpretation of sajjhdnasabdavyavahdrapratisedhaphald. Instead of taking
Dharmakirti to mean that adrsydnupalabdhiserves to establish a propo-
sition like "It is not so that it is there," the Tibetan scholastics argue that
this type of anupalabdhi is proving that we ordinary beings cannot know
or say that an imperceptible thing is present. And that is something quite
different. After all, proving "We do not know whether x is there" is
definitely not the same thing as proving "It is not so that x is there."

Last, I can imagine the following doubt a la Steinkellner: If you say
Dharmakirti and his commentators maintain that adrsydnupalabdhi is
a real pramdna, there must then actually be some proposition with re-
gard to which it is in fact certain. Which one? Given our Tibetan-style
interpretation of Dharmkirti's words sajjndnasabdavyavahdrapratise-
dhaphald and sadvyavahdranisedhopayogdt, the doubt is, fortunately,
quite easily resolved. AdrsydnupalabdhivjouXd. be a perfectly good nega-
tion and a perfectly good pramdna, as good as drsydnupalabdhi, and
would even yield a type of certainty, although, of course, not one con-
cerning absences of putative objects. The specific proposition that is be-
ing proven by an adrs'ydmipalabdhihetu, namely the denial that there is
cognition, etc. of presence, would be just as certain as the sddhya or the
usual annpalabdhihetu where one proves absence of smoke when there
is no fire.

C. Are there any other passages in Dharmaklrti's works, or in the works
of other Indian authors, which clearly show an acceptance of a fully pro-
bative adrs'ydnupalabdhihetu? Probably not. Or at least, very few. Apart
from the discussion in the Svavrtticoncerning PV I, k. 3, the similar pas-
sages concerning PV I, k. 198—202 and the borrowings from the Svavrtti
in PVin II, there are not many other sources, at least as far as I can tell.
There is, however, one passage in PV IV, k. 276—277, which deserves
mention and which is interpreted by some Tibetans, such as rGyal tshab
rje and dGe 'dun grub pa, as speaking about the two types of anupalab-
dhi.14 But the grounds provided by PV IV, k. 276-277 for imputing
recognition of a fully probative adrsydnupalabdhihetu are quite slim, and
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one would only take these verses in that sense if one had already been
convinced by the discussion concerning PV I, k. 3. As for other Indian
authors, it is, of course, impossible for us to check everywhere, but cer-
tainly this second type of anupalabdhihetu is not nearly as developed or
as clear as it is in the Tibetan literature. There is of course always the
possibility that the term, or even an example of t\\t prayoga, might crop
up now and again in other Indian authors' works, but, provisionally at
least, it seems to me unlikely that there are other very important Indian
sources. It is interesting to note that 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa'i rdo rje ngag
dbang brtson 'grus (1648—1721), who in his rTags rigs almost invariably
cites numerous Indian textual sources for the various logical notions
which he discusses, in this case only seems to cite PV I, k. 3 and 200,
the Svavrtti passage to PV I, k. 3 and a small passage from the PVin.15

These sources have either already been discussed by us or are very sim-
ilar to the passages which we have taken up. 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa
gives nothing other than that. One can probably conclude that other In-
dian sources, if there were any, were either unknown to this great Ti-
betan scholar, or seemed to him so brief, obscure or inconclusive as to
be not worth mentioning.

Let us now sum up our discussion of the Tibetan contribution to un-
derstanding Dharmakirti's use of adrsydnupalabdhi. Although Indians
like Sakyabuddhi and Karnakagomin did shed some light on the oth-
erwise obscure passages of the PVSV and the PVin, Tibetans scholars
undoubtedly went much further, their major contribution being that
they gave definitions of this type of hetn and explicitly formulated the
prayogas at stake, and thus showed clearly the exact procedure for ar-
riving at an inferential pramdna based on an adrsydmtpalabdhihetu. It is
especially this explicit formulation of the sddhya, hetu, etc. which is lack-
ing in Sakyabuddhi and Karnakagomin, and which gives us so much
trouble if we base ourselves only on the Indian sources.

Finally, what information can be gleaned about the indigenous Tibetan
developments concerning adrs'ydnupalabdhibetii? Sa skya pandita kun
dga' rgyal mtshan (1182—1251), in the section of his Rigs gter rang 'grel
(p. 240.1.4ff.; f. I46bff.) concerning anupalabdhi, conspicuously did
not even speak of a valid adrsydnupalabdhihetu. gTsang nag pa brtson
'grus seng ge (twelfth century)16 and Bu ston rin chen grub (1290—1364)
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in their commentaries on the PVin passage which we cited above (and
which largely resembles the key passage from the PVSV) did speak of
an adrsydnupalabdhihetu, but they gave explanations which did not go
much further than the Svavrtti and Sakyabuddhi's Tikd on PV. Signif-
icantly, they did not give the prayogos, and their explanations are little
more than paraphrases of Dharmakirti.17 The same holds for the com-
mentary on PV by 'U yug pa rigs pa'i seng ge (thirteenth century).18

By the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, however, texts of the dGe
lugs pa school gave detailed interpretations of PV I, k. 3, definitions of
the adrsydnupalabdhihetu as well as illustrative prayogas, often with an
elaborate discussion of the fine points of the wording of these reason-
ings.19 Equally, the Sa skya pa Rigs gter tradition by this time must have
had their own definitions and prayogas, although their general treatment
was certainly different from that of the dGe lugs and even seems com-
paratively simpler and less sophisticated. An idea of the Sa skya pa/Rigs
gter ba position can be gained from the rTags rigs of Glo bo mkhan
chen (1456-1532), which is the earliest Sa skya pa text in this genre of
literature which we possess. (It is true that other sources inform us of
the existence of fourteenth-century Sa skya pa rtags rigs texts—such as
that of gYag ston sangs rgyas dpal [1348—1414]—but these are, at pre-
sent at least, unavailable.) By comparing Glo bo mkhan chen's rTags rigs
and passages in rGyal tshab rje's rNam grel thar lam gsal byed (see our
n. 7), it is clear that Glo bo mkhan chen's position on adrsydnupalab-
dhihetu reflects an earlier Rigs gter ba view, one which was already
known to rGyal tshab (1364-1432) and which the dGe lugs pa scholar
had attempted to refute in his rNam 'grel thar lam gsal byed. Other Sa
skya pas—notably, Sakya mchogldan (1428-1507)20—also adopted the
same formulations which had earlier been the target for rGyal tshab rje's
refutations, so that it seems that by the time of Sakya mchog ldan and
Glo bo mkhan chen, a distinctive Sa skya pa/Rigs gter ba view on the
definitions and prayogas of adrsydnupalabdhihetu had been relatively well
established for some time. It also seems likely that this Rigs gter ba po-
sition constituted a significant addition or modification to the system
of Sa skya pandita. As we saw above, Sa pan did not speak about adrsya
in his discussion on anupalabdhihetu, confining himself to the drsyava-
riety, all of which would suggest that although he probably knew about
the existence of such a type of reasoning from Indian commentaries, he
attached little philosophical significance to adrsydnupalabdhihetu. It is
interesting to note that both Glo bo mkhan chen and Sakya mchog ldan
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cited a key passage from Rigsgter rang grelwhich spoke only ofdrsydnu-
palabdhi; they then argued that Sa pan, in this passage, must also have
intended to include the adrs'ya variety. It is clear that for these authors,
too, Sa skya pandita's omission was problematic, and it is difficult to re-
sist the impression that they sought to incorporate a later philosophical
debate into Sa pan's Rigsgter.2] We might well hypothesize then that the
major Tibetan developments on adrsydnupalabdhi took place in the con-
text of the dGe lugs pa-Sa skya pa dialectic, around the fourteenth cen-
tury. And if we can offer hypotheses about when things happened, we
might go one step further and speculate as to where. It would not be at
all surprising if it turned out that these developments in logic centered
around the celebrated monastery of gSang phu (s)ne'u thog, which had
both dGe lugs pa and Sa skya pa colleges and which was a decisive in-
fluence in the development of these respective logical traditions.22

N O T E S TO CHAPTER 7

1 The attribution to Lsvarasena of the doctrine of the "logical reason pos-
sessing six characters" (sadlaksanahetu), albeit a very reasonable hypothesis,
seems to be unconfirmed by any specific Indian sources. It is, however, cor-
roborated in the indigenous Tibetan commentary on the PVin by rGyal
tshab dar ma rin chen, where IsVarasena is explicitly named in connection
with the sadlaksanahetu doctrine. See Steinkellner (1988: n. 47). [Editor's
note: see also Tillemans (1994), reprinted as chapter 3 in the present volume.]

2 See Ruegg (1985). See also Tillemans (1990, vol.1: 16fT).

3 The matter has been explored by Steinkellner and others. See Steinkellner
(1983) and the introduction to Tillemans (1993a).

4 The unacceptable, or completely nonexistent, type of universal which
Dharmaklrti is supposedly refuting, is one which is substantially existent
(rdzasyod) and is a different object from its particulars (spyi don gzhan).
Tibetan commentators stress, however, that there are universals which are
simple mental constructs and have at least conventional existence. In other
words, it is argued that Dharmaklrti recognized the mental apoha (blo'i
gzhan sel), or more exactly speaking, the don spyi, "object-universal," which
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figures so prominently in dGe lugs and Sa skya exegesis. This notion of a don
spyi is used to great advantage in explaining Dharmakirti's thought, although
it is not clear that the term don spyi (=*arthasdmdnya) itself ever explicitly
figured in this exact use in Dharmakirti's or even in other Indian logician's
works. Cf. the use of the term don spyi/don gyi spyi in Vinitadeva's
Nydyabindufikd adNB 1.5. See, e.g., the characterization in the context of
the definition of kalpand(p. 41.9-11 ed. L. de la Vallee Poussin): shespa
gang la rjod pa dang 'drer rung ba snang bay in te I don gyi spyi'i ni don gyi
mam pa shes bya ba'i tha tshiggo I. [Fxlitor's note: see n. 15 in Tillemans
(1995a), reprinted as chapter 10 in the present volume.]

Undoubtedly what is much more speculative is the dGe lugs pa idea that
Dharmakirti accepted a fully real universal which was in essence identical
with its particulars (ranggigsal ba dang ngo bo gcig). The justification for at-
tributing this type of universal (i.e., spyi dngospo ba, "real universal") to
Dharmakirti's system is much less clear than the case of the don spyi, and it
certainly solicited long and intricate debates amongst Tibetans themselves, so
much so that it would be presumptuous for us to take sides in the context of
this mini-resume. For a fuller development, see Dreyfus (1991: 237-328)
and Dreyfus (1992). Suffice it to say here that this dGe lugs pa version of
sdmanya may well give us a highly fertile and radically different way of read-
ing Dharmakirti's statements on apoha. [Editors note: see chapter 10 in the
present volume.]

5 See Dreyfus (1991: 773ff); Tillemans (1990: 27, n. 75); Tillemans
(1993a: 12-15). The debate turns on the interpretation of PV IV, k. 95ff.
Here is k. 95:

tatprastdvdsrayatve hi sdstram bddhakam ity amum I vaktum artham

svavdcdsya sahoktih sdmyadrstaye//"Indeed, in order to state this point
that a treatise can invalidate (bddhaka) when it is the basis for the dis-
cussion, [Dignaga] spoke of these [authoritative words] together wirh
one's own words so as to show similarity [between the two]."

6 I should remark that Steinkellner, during the discussion following the pre-
sentation or this paper in Oslo in August 1992, made it quite clear that he
no longer holds this view of the matter.

7 Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs, pp. 33-34. Cf. also the usual textbook definition
of adrsydnupalabdhihetu which we find in dGe lugs pa logic manuals. Yongs

'dzin rtags rigs p. 33:

de sgrub kyi ma dmigspa / rtagsyang dag kyang yin I rang nyid kyi rtags
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kyis de sgrub kyi dgag by a V chos su brtags pa 'i don de spyiryod kyang
I rang nyid de sgrub kyiphyogs chos can dn song ba / gang zaggi tshad
ma la mi snang ba de I khyod de sgrub kyi mi snang ba ma dmigs pa /'
rlagsyangdaggi mtshan nyid//"The defining characteristic of .v be-
ing a valid adrs'ydnupalabdhihetu for proving [a proposition] Pis as
follows: x\s a valid anupalabdhihetu for proving P; and although the
entity which is imagined as the property to be negated when prov-
ing Phy this reason does in general exist, it does not appear to the
pramdna of the person for whom there would be a paksadharma for
proving P."

It is interesting to note that the Sa skya pa nags rigs (stemming from the
Rigs gter tradition) seems to have adopted a more rudimentary definition,
one which lacks the numerous sophisticated provisos which are to be found
in the dGe lugs pa versions and which were obviously designed to eliminate
the absurdities which would be raised in debates. The nags rigs of d o bo
mkhan chen gives the following definition and prayoga (ed. Onoda [1992:
204]):

bsgrub chos yod nges gogpa Li tshul gsum tshang ba de mi snang ba
ma dmigs pa V mtshan nyidyin / dper na I mdun gyi gzhi 'dir sha za
yod nges may in te I de Itar tshad mas ma dmigs pa'i phy ir zhes pa ha
bu 'o // "The defining characteristic of an adrsydnupalabdhihetu is
'that which satisfies the three characters for refuting that the sddhya-
dharrna is certain to exist.' For example, it is like saying: 'It is not
certain that a spirit exists/is present here in front, because it is not
so apprehended by a pramdna.'"

The dGe lugs pa writer, rGyal tshab rje (1364—1432), was clearly aware of

this version and rejected it as inadequate. See rNam grel thar lam gsal byed,

vol. 1, p. 20:

mdun gyi gzhir sha za yod pa ma yin pa dang I yang yod nges ma yin
pa dang I'yod nges kyi bcas shes don mthun mi jugste sha za tshad mas
ma dmigs pa 'i phy ir zhes pa mi snang ba ma dmigs par 'dodpa mi rigs
te I de Ita rut der sha za med nges su thai I de yod na dmigs su rung ba
la de ma dmigspa'iphyir //"It is not correct to accept as adrsydmt-
palabdhi that a spirit in front does not exist, or is not certain to ex-
ist, or that a correct subsequent cognition ascertaining existence
does not occur, because the spirit is not apprehended by a pramdna.
In such a case, it would follow absurdly that the spirit here is cer-
tain to be nonexistent, for if it existed it would be apprehentlable,
but it is not apprehended."
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rGyal tshab's objection thus turned on the need to include the phrase sha
za bskal don du song ba'i gang zaggi ngor I rgyud la ("For someone for whom
a spirit is an inaccessible entity") in the prayoga. He rejected the version
without this phrase as leading to the absurd consequence that the spirit
would be absent/nonexistent. The point, as developed further on by rGyal
tshab rje, was that if the spirit existed, at least the Buddha would have a
pramdna apprehending it, and would be certain of its existence. Therefore if
we say that there is absolutely no pramdna apprehending a spirit in front of
us, this is tantamount to saying that the spirit is nonexistent. In short, rGyal
tshab rje was aware of a tendency to omit the proviso sha za ... gangzaggi
ngor and to understand the prayoga as something like "It is not certain that a
spirit is present/existent here in front, because there is no pramdna appre-
hending such a spirit." For our purposes, it is important to point out that
this version which rGyal tshab had rejected was precisely the one which was
later adopted in Glo bo mkhan chen's rlags rigs, and probably represents the
basic vSa skya pa/Rigs gter ba view.

The Sa skya pa Sakya mchog ldan (1428-1507) also omits the specifica-
tion concerning sha za bskal don du song ba'i gang zag gi ngor. See his Kun
bzangchos kyi rolmtsho f.5b 1—3 (p. 198). Go rams pa, curiously enough,
seems to have had a somewhat vacillating position. He put forth two quite
different, and virtually incompatible, versions of the prayoga in his PV com-
mentaries. In his Kun tu bzangpo'i nyi ma 3b 4-5 (= p. 197), composed in
1474, he gives a version which resembles that of the dGe lugs pa: sha za skal
don du song ba V gang zaggi ngor I mdun gyi gzhi 'di(r) chos can I sha za yod
nges min te I sha za tshad mas ma dmigs pa 'i phyir I zhes bkodpa V tshe I sha za
tshad mas ma dmigs pa de chos can I de Itar sgrub pa V gtan tshigs yang dag yin te
I de sgrub kyi tshul gsum tshang ba'i gtan tshigs yin pa V phyir II. His other ver-
sion, in the Kun tu bzangpo'i odzer, follows more strictly the wording of PV
I, k. 3. The result, however, looks quite similar to the type of "misconcep-
tion1 which rGyal tshab rje had earlier attacked. Kun tu bzangpo'i 'odzer
64b2-3 (= p. 32): skal don sha za'i bum pa Ita bu la bstan bcos la sogs pal.
tshad ma mams ni mi 'jug pa de chos can I gzhi ga' tu medpa ste I skal don de
la. yod nges kyi tha snyad mi 'jugpar go bar byedpa 'i 'bras bu can yin te I gzhi
'gar skal don yod tiges ma yin par sgrub pa V tshtd gsum tshang ba 'i phyir I. In his
commentary on Rigs gter, however, he clearly sides with rGyal tshab's ver-
sion. He first of all states that "most Tibetans" (bodphal cher) formulate the
prayoga as simply mdun gyi gzhi 'dir chos can I sha zayod nges kyi dpyad shes
don fnthun mi Jug (I.e., the version which rGyal tshab criticizes), and then he
argues that the provision sha za bskal don du song ba'i gangzaggi ngor must
be added. See his Tshad ma rigs gter gyi don gsal byed 101a—b.
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8 Cf. PV Tib.: tshad ma mams ni mi pig pa II med la mi 'jug 'bras bu can II
gtan tshigs bye brag la Itos nas II ga'zhig medshes 'bras bu can II. Cf. the com-
mentary on the first half of this verse in dGe 'dun grub pa's Tshad ma mam
grel legs par bshad pa p. 6:

gsum pa la gnyis I mi snang ba ma dmigs pa I snang rung ma dmigs
pa / rtags so II dangpo ni I sha za bskal don du song ba V gang zaggis
sha za dmigs pa 'i tshad ma mams ni mi jug pa chos can I mdun gyi
gzhi 'dir sha za bskal don du song ba 'i gang zaggi ngor sha zayod nges
kyi bead shes mi jug par sgrub pa'i 'bras bu can te rtags yang dag yin
te I de sgrub kyi tshul gsum yin pa'i phyir II "To the third [i.e., anu-
palabdhi] there are the following two [divisions]: adrsydnupalabdhi-
and drsydnupalabdhilinga. As for the first: Take as the topic the non-
activation [or non-occurrence] (mi jug pa = apravrtti) ofpramdnas
which apprehend spirits by people for whom spirits are inaccessi-
ble entities; this results in ('bras bu can = phald), or in other words,
is a valid logical reason for establishing that for a person for whom
a spirit is an inaccessible entity, there will not occur (mi jug pa -
apravrtti) a subsequent cognition ascertaining that there is a spirit
there in front; this is because the [reason] is a triply characterized
one for establishing that [proposition]."

9 See Karnakagomin's PVSVT: 34.18-27 on the above-cited passage from
PVSV (words and phrases from the Svavrtti text are highlighted in bold
print): ekatrety adrsyavisaydydm anupalabdhau sattvasya samsaydt tato
niscaydtmakah sattvavyavahdro nivartata eva I samdigdhas tu sattvavyavahdro
na nivartate I anyatra tu drsyanupalabdhau viparyaydd iti samsayaviparyayo
niscayas tasmdt I asattvasya niscaydd ity arthah Iyady adrsydnupalabdhau
samsayah katham sd pramdnam ity aha I tatrddyetyddi I tatra dvayor anupalab-
dhyor madhye ddyd 'drsydnupalabdhih pramdnam uktd sadvyavahdranisedhe
upayogdt vydpdrdt I kva tarhi tasyd aprdmdnyam ity aha I na tv ityddi vyatire-
kasydbhdvasya darsananiscayah I ddigrahandc chabdo vyavahdras ca grhyate I
samsayad yato nabhdvaniscaya utpadyate I tasman na pramdnam I dvitiyd tv iti

I drsyavisayd 'nupalabdhih I atreti vyatirekadarsanddau niscayaphalatvdn nis-
caya eva phalam asyd iti krtvd I. Cf. also the translation and explanation of
the passages from the Svavrtti in Gillon and Hayes (1991), who do not, as
far as I can tell, accept the possibility of a valid adrsydnupalabdhihetu.

10 For arguments in favour of the name "Sakyabuddhi" rather than "Sakya-
mati," see Inami, et al. (1992: v).

I1 Steinkellner (1967: 157, notes): "'Hypothetisch' in dem Sinne, dass die
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Negation hypothetisch ist, weil ihr ein Objekt nicht gesichert werden kann.'
See also ibid. (p. 158, notes): "'Edit' in dem Sinne, dass Dharmaklrti nur
dieser Nichtbeobachtung Massgeblichkeit bei der Erkenntnis des
Nichtvorhandenseins zuspricht."

12 Steinkellner (1967: 158, notes): "Da mit dieser Nichtbeobachtung keine
sichere Erkenntnis zu erhalten ist, raumt Dharmaklrti auch ein, dass man sie
nicht als Erkenntnismittel ansehen muss."

13 Here is the relevant passage from Karnakagomin with the words of the
Svavrtti reproduced in bold print:

yudy adrs'ydnupalabdhau samsayah katham sd prarndnam ity aha I
tatrddyetyddi I tatra dvayor anupalabdhyor madhye ddyddrs'yanupa-
labdhih prarndnam uktd sadvyavahdranisedhe upayogdt vydpdrat I
kva tarhi tasyd aprdmdnyam ity aha I na tv ityddi vyatirekasydbhd-
vasya darsananiscayah I...sams'ayddyato ndbhdvaniscaya utpadyate
I tasrndn napramdnam //"[Objection:] If there is doubt in the case
of adrsydnupalabdhi, then how can this [type of non-apprehension]
be a pramdna7. [Dharmaklrti] replies: 'The first of them' etc. Of
them, in other words of the two anupalabdhi, the first, or adrsydnu-
palabdhi, is said to be a pramdna in that one uses it (upayoga =
vydpdra) to negate action directed towards something present. [Ob-
jection:] In what respect is it then not a pramdna7. [Dharmaklrti] an-
swers: 'But it does not' etc. It does not serve to prove, or ascertain,
exclusion, i.e., absence. ... This is because doubt remains, i.e., it is
because no certainty of absence is produced. And thus it is not a
pramdna."

14 See rNarn 'grel thar lam gsal byed, vol. 2, p. 377.

15 In his discussion on adrsydnupalabdhihetu (rTags rigs, pp. 270-80), 'Jam
dbyangs bzhad pa briefly quotes PVin (rTags rigs, p. 273, 277), PV I, k. 3 (p.
270, 277), PV I, 200 (p. 279) and parts of the Svavrtti passage which we
cited (p. 278, 279-80).

16 On gTsang nag pa's dates, see van der Kuijp (1989), p. 2.

17 See Bu ston's rNam nges tikd 121blff. (= p. 252).

18 See 'U yug pa's 1 shad ma mam 'grelgyi 'grelpa rigspa'i mdzod 103-5.
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19 For Tsong kha pa, see sDe bdun la Jug pa'i sgo dongnyeryidkyi mun sel,
pp. 47-48. See rGyal tshab rje's rNarn grel thar lam gsal byed, vcl. 1 p. 20rf.;
mKhas grub rje's rNam 'grel tik chen 37b (~ p. 690). For sonic idea of the de-
bates on the wording of the prayoga, see n. 7.

20 See n. 7.

21 Cf. rTags rigs of Glo bo mkhan chen (ed. Onoda [1992] p. 201):

deyi don rigs pa'i gter las / chos kyi grags pas sbyor ba yi IIsgo nasgsum
dn nges par mdzad II ces dang I dgag rtags mtha' dag snang rung ma
dmigs par 'du ba'iphyirIdpegciggistengdugtan la dbab tn rungbas
gcig tu ydus la / sgrub rtags kyi sbyor ba dpe gcig la sbyor du mi rung
ba 'i phyir gnyis su phye bas sbyor ba 7 sgo nas gsum du grangs nges pa
yin no //* zhes gsungs so II 'di Itar na I mi snang ba ma dmigspa yang
'dir bsdus pa yin no II* Rigs gter rang grel 146b 3—4.

Sakya mchog ldan also attempts to add adrsyanupalabdhi enfiligrane in the
above-mentioned passage of Sa skya pandita. See 1 shad ma rigs gter gyi mam
bshad, pp. 665-66: 'dir mi snang ba ma dmigs pa'i gtan tshigs ma bshadpa
dang I gong du sgrub byed kyi dbye bar yid ches pa 'i gtan tshigs ma bshadpa
gnyis kyi dgongs pa brtagpar by a dgos la I.

22 This monastery, founded in ca. 1073, was located not far from Lhasa in
the gSang phu valley on the eastern bank of the sKyid chu River. For its his-
tory and importance, see van der Kuijp (1987) and Onoda (1992; 13-22).



8: What is the Svadharmin In Buddhist Logic?

THE LOGICAL FALLACY of asrayasiddha, or "unestablished basis," oc-
curs when the "basis" (dsraya), or subject (dharmin), of an argu-
ment is nonexistent—for our purposes, we shall call such a situa-

tion, "subject failure." Now, clearly it is more or less East-West common
sense that, in usual cases at least, subject failure implies that one will not
succeed in demonstrating the whole proposition in which that subject
figures. To take the well-worn Western example, a proposition like "The
present king of France is bald" is either false or neither true nor false, de-
pending upon one's philosophical analysis, because there is no such king
to whom we can ascribe baldness. The logical dependence of the truth of
the proposition upon the subject's existence is agreed upon, even though
the question whether subject failure implies falsity or presuppositional
failure is not. Equally, a similar basic logical insight that the proposition's
truth is dependent upon the subject is to be found amongst Buddhist lo-
gicians, who hold that a thesis (paksa) cannot be established when the sub-
ject fails, because debate about its properties will naturally cease.1 That
said, there are problematic cases where a philosopher, Buddhist or oth-
erwise, would certainly wish to maintain that subject failure, or dsraydsid-
dha, does not occur, even though the subject is nonexistent. For the Bud-
dhist logician, this philosophical problem—i.e., when asrayasiddha
genuinely occurs and when the accusation is simply misplaced—typically
comes up in connection with such arguments as proofs of momentariness
(ksanabhangasiddhi), refutations of pseudo-entities accepted by non-Bud-
dhists, and in the later Madhyamaka proofs of the absence of intrinsic na-
ture (nihsvabhdvatd). Thus, for example, to take an argument which fig-
ures in Dharmakirti's Pramdnavdrttikasvavrttiand in the third chapter of
his Pramdnaviniscaya, if someone manages to show that the Primordial

171
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Matter (pradhana) accepted in Samkhya philosophy does not in fact
exist, then the Samkhya proponent's thesis that pradhana has such and
such properties will thereby be invalidated. This much is fairly obvious
(and little different from the case of the French king's baldness). The po-
tential problem arises, however, when the Buddhist himself actually
wants to show that a pseudo-entity like pradhana does not exist, or when
the Buddhist wants to simply deny that pradhana has the essential prop-
erties which the Samkhyas attribute to it. We can readily understand that
for the Buddhist, in this type of context, where he is proving a simple
denial of existence, a charge of ds'raydsiddha must somehow be ruled
out, on pain of an absurd self-refutation.

The point of departure in many later Indian or Tibetan discussions
on dsraydsiddha is very often Dignaga's definition of the thesis (paksa-
laksana) in Pramdnasamuccaya III, k. 2, in particular, the specification
that the thesis should not be opposed (anirdkrta) by perception and
other means of valid cognition ivith regard to the proponent s own in-
tended subject (svadharmini "with, regard to his own subject").

PS III, k. 2: svarupenaiva nirdes'yah svayam isto 'nirdkrtah /
pratyaksdrthdnumdndptaprasiddhena svadharmini II [A valid
thesis] is one which is intended (istajby [the proponent] him-
self (svayam) as something to be stated (nirdesya) in its proper
form alone (svarupenaiva) [i.e., as a sddhya]; [and] with re-
gard to [the proponent's] own subject (svadharmin), it is not
opposed (anirdkrta) by perceptible objects (pratyaksdrtha), by
inference (anumdna), by authorities (dpta) or by what is com-
monly recognized (prasiddba).

By saying that the thesis or "what is being proven" (sddhya) should
not be opposed (anirdkrta) "with regard to [the proponent's] own [in-
tended] subject (svadharmini)''1 Dignaga supposedly recognized that
not only the property to be proved (sddhyadharma) should be unop-
posed by any means of valid cognition (pramdna), but also that the pro-
ponent's subject must be existent, for if the subject were not existent it
could not have the property, and hence the thesis would be invalidated.3

Now, the term svadharminy which figures briefly in Dignaga's Pramd-
nasamuccaya (but not in his earlier Nydyamukha), will be commented
upon in extenso in Dharmaklrti's PVIV, k. 136-48 as meaning that one
has to make a distinction between the subject actually intended by the



WHAT IS THE SVADHARMIN? 173

proponent himself (svadharmin) and one which is just unrelated, "iso-
lated" (kevala), or (to adopt a frequent Tibetan gloss on kevala) is sim-
ply "nominal'5 in the sense that it is spoken about but is not the actual
subject at stake.4 It is only when the proponent's actual intended sub-
ject fails to exist that the fallacy of dsraydsiddha will occur. The neces-
sity to make a separation between the two especially arises in the cases
where one wishes to prove that a certain pseudo-entity is in fact nonex-
istent or does not have such and such an essential property, for, as we
saw earlier, it is especially in this type of case that dsraydsiddha would be
an absurd self-refutation. What is it in nonexistence proofs that makes
them of different logical structure from other proofs, so that differences
of svadharniin and kevaladharmin can (and indeed must) be made? What
is the svadharmin and what is the kevaladharmin in such proofs?3

What we find in the Indian Buddhist literature is that Dharmakirt-
ian commentators, like Devendrabuddhi and Sakyabuddhi, in their ex-
planations of PV IV, k. 136-48, emphasize the idea that subjects, like
space, taken as real (dngos por gyurpa = vastubhuta) by the opponents,
are kevala in proofs where the property to be proved and the reason are
"mere exclusions" (mam pargcodpa tsam - vyavacchedamdtra); in these
special cases, the subjects can be negated with impunity. Although De-
vendrabuddhi himself does not gloss these "mere exclusions" by the no-
tion of non-implicative negations (prasajyapratisedha) so often invoked
in Buddhist philosophy, the transition is very natural and is, indeed,
explicitly made by Sakyabuddhi: mere exclusion means that no entity
or positive property is stated, implied or presupposed.6 The idea then is
that so long as we are merely denying that such and such a pseudo-en-
tity has a property P(e.g., existence, permanence, etc.), no positive as-
sertion of any other property is implied at all, and hence a charge of
dsraydsiddha would be misplaced. Such a position was adopted by writ-
ers such as Prajnakaragupta, Kamalasila and by Tibetan writers such as
Tsong kha pa, ICang skya rol pa'i rdo rje, A lag sha ngag dbang bstan
dar and the Sa skya pa, Sakya mchog ldan et al.» with the further devel-
opment that when a Buddhist logician is proving a mere exclusion, or
non-implicative negation, such as that the Vais'esika's space (dkdsa) is not
a permanent unity or that the Samkhya's Primordial Matter (pradhdna)
does not exist, the kevaladharmin is just the space or Primordial Matter
which the adversary takes to be real, whereas the Buddhist proponent's
intended subject, the svadharmin, is the conceptual image of these
pseudo-entities. In that case, the proponent's own intended subject, i.e.,
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the svadharmin, will be unreal externally (avastubhilta), but will nonethe-
less exist qua conceptual representation; the fallacy of asrayasiddhahetu
will thus be avoided.

This is, in its essentials, the approach which was advocated by later
Indian writers as well as by Tibetans, although with a number of innova-
tions and refinements centering on the theory of apoha and on the nature
of the conceptual representations, as well as some interesting discussions
in the Tibetan literature on subtleties such as whether prasajyapratisedha
would always allow us to avoid dsraydsiddha or whether a conceptual
subject could only legitimately have prasajyapratisedha as its properties.7

In fact, as we shall show, there are competing scenarios as to what the
svadharmin was for Dharmakirti and Dignaga when they dealt with
Buddhist refutations of the pseudo-entities accepted by their adversaries.

First scenario: The proponent's own intended subject (sva-
dbarmin) in nonexistence proofs and proofs of simple negations
is taken to be just a conceptual representation of the entity in
question and not the entity itself.

Second scenario: The reasoning in question should be para-
phrased so that the svadharmin and the property to be proved
are to be understood in ways acceptable to the Buddhist pro-
ponent himself.

Now, the first way to take the svadharmin, which we shall designate
as being the "Principle of Conceptual Subjects," turns on a deliberate
rapprochement with Dignaga's discussion, in his Nydyamukha, of the ar-
gument against the existence of Primordial Matter (pradhdna -prakrti)
and hence with the corresponding discussions in Dharmaklrti's PVSV
and PVin III.8 The second approach (i.e., the "Method of Paraphrase")
is probably what figures in the discussion on svadharmin in Pramdna-
samuccaya(vrtti) III and Pramdnavdrttika IV. It is, broadly speaking,
close to the Method of Paraphrase which was used in Nydyamukha to
analyse the Samkhya's supposed proofTor pradhdna existing because of
the individual things all bearing the same general characteristic.

Let us first look at the Nydyamukha and Pramdnasamuccaya in a bit
more detail.9 In the Nydyamukha, Dignaga had discussed different ar-
guments in connection with the Samkhya school, the first argument be-
ing a supposed Samkhya proof of the existence of pradhdna due to the
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various individual things possessing the same general characteristic, the
second being a Buddhist argument to show pradhana s nonexistence. In
both cases, given that the subject of the argument was pradhdna, a
pseudo-entity, there was a potential charge of dsraydsiddha. Dignaga, in
the first case, had avoided this charge by giving what he took to be a
more rigorous philosophical paraphrase of the opponent's argument:

"For them, [as for the first syllogism,] they should formulate
the thesis as 'The various individuals certainly possess one and
the same cause [i.e., pradhdna],' in which case they do not
prove [directly the existence of] the Primordial Matter [i.e.,
dharmin]."

Dignaga then took up the second reasoning, "Primordial Matter (pra-
dhdna) and so forth are nonexistent because they are not perceived" (na
santipradhdnddayo 'nupalat?dheh),w and avoided the fault of dsraydsid-
dha by invoking the idea of the subject being merely conceptual:

"When they [i.e., the Buddhists] argue that [Primordial Mat-
ter] does not exist [because of nonperception], 'nonpercep-
tion' is a property of the imagined object [i.e., pradhdna]
(kalpitasydnupalahdhir dharmah)."

It is noteworthy that later, in the subsequent parallel discussion in PS
III, Dignaga prudently avoided even mentioning the problematical sec-
ond reasoning and that elsewhere, taking up pradhdna, he seems to have
advocated more rigid strictures, excluding as illegimate all arguments
which had such unacknowledged pseudo-entities as subjects. Primordial
Matter was not to be a subject of inference. As Katsura has pointed out
recently, what may be the case is that Dignaga had little place in Pra-
mdnasamuccaya for such proofs at all, and that Dignaga, in his later writ-
ings, tended towards a logic in which unreal or conceptual subjects could
have no role.11

Be that as it may, Dharmaklrti used the argument in Dignaga's Nyd-
yamukha proving die nonexistence of pradhdna as well as the Nydyamukhds
phrase kalpitasydnupalabdhir dharmah12 to come up with a general prin-
ciple in PV I, k. 205-12, the Svavrtti and PVin III that the directly sig-
nified objects of words were always conceptual representations (kalpand);
he then maintained that although pradhdna did not exist as something
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real and external, its conceptual representation, or in other words, the
object of the word (sabddrtha) existed, so that the charge of dsraydsid-
dha did not apply. The argument relies on ideas from the theory of
apoha, but is situated in the context of the general discussion of nonper-
ception (anupalabdhi). To take PV I, k. 205-6 (= PVin III, k. 53-54):

anddivdsanodbhutavikalpaparinisthitah / sabddrthas trividho

dharmo bhdvdbhdvobhaydsrayah //tasmin bhdvdnupdddne sddbye

sydnupalambhanam I tatbd hetur na tasyaivdbhdvah sabdapra-

yogatah //"The verbal object (sabddrtha), which is completely
derived from conceptualization proceeding from beginningless
tendencies, is a dharma of three kinds: based on something ex-
istent, something nonexistent or both.13 When this [verbal
object, such as pradhdna, etc.], which is without any existent
substratum, is being proven, then the nonperception of this
as being in such a way [i.e., as existing externally] is the logi-
cal reason. The nonexistence of this very [sabddrtha] itself is
not, for we do use words [like 'pradhdna, 'etc.]."14

Commentators, on the other hand, use the passages in the Svavrtti
and in the PVin III, in which there is no talk of svadharmin but only of
conceptual representations, as their textual justification for also taking
the svadharrnin spoken of in PV IV as being a conceptual representation
when the Buddhist is arguing against pseudo-entities accepted by other
schools. Significantly enough, though, the actual passages in Pramdna-
vdrttika IV (and in Pramdnasamuccaya III) which discuss svadharrnin do
not mention or even allude to this idea of the subject in such proofs be-
ing a conceptual representation at all. The application of the general
idea of apoha and sabddrtha found in PV I, k. 205—6 to the svadharmin-
kevaladharmin context figures only in the commentators.

We seem to have commentators taking notions from one context,
i.e., the anti-Samkhya discussion in the Nydyamukha, Svavrtti and Pra-
mdnaviniscaya and the theory of anupalabdhi and apoha, and imposing
them on another, namely, the discussion about svadharmin in Pramdna-
samuccaya(vrtti) III and Pramdnavdrttika IV. How well does this strat-
agem work? It may work as a creative synthesis, but not, I think, as a
faithful textual account.

Significant here are Prajiiakaragupta's explanations of Pramdnavdrt-
tikalV, k. 141-42 in that we find this eighth-century commentator ex-
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plicitly stating that there were the two scenarios (which we spoke about
above) when interpreting Dharmakirti's refutation of the Vaisesika no-
tion of really existent and permanent space (i.e., a pseudo-entity which
no Buddhist will accept). In particular, Prajnakaragupta makes it clear
that one interpretation of these kdrikds was to invoke what we have
termed the "the Principle of Conceptual Subjects": the actual intended
subject is not the space which the Vais'esika takes to be a real external
entity (vastubhuta)—that is only the nominal subject, the otic which is
spoken about, but is not what possesses the properties to be proved or
the reason—the svadharmin is the conceptual representation of space.
Thus, according to Prajnakaragupta, on this first scenario the svadhar-
min, on the basis of which the proponent proves that space does not have
"anovel nature unproduced [by causal conditions]" (na...anulpddydpur-
variipa)^ is unreal (avastubhuta) and is completely derived from con-
ceptualisation.

The other interpretation of Pramdnavdrttika IV, k. 141—42 men-
tioned by Prajnakaragupta—an interpretation which clearly turns on
the Method of Paraphrase—is that the svadharmin is not the Vais'esika's
permanent unitary space, nor the conceptual representation, but rather
the impermanent space which the Buddhist himself accepts. The argu-
ment in k. 141—42 thus has to be paraphrased and actually means that
space is impermanent because it produces effects sequentially. We quote
k. 141—42 along with Prajnakaragupta's Pramdnavdrttikabhdsya:

PV IV, k. 141—42: yathd parair amitpddydpurvarupamx(i na

khddikam I sakrc chabdddyahetntvdd ity ukte prdba diisakah II

tadvad vastusvabhdvo 'san dbarmi vyomddir ity api I naivatn

istasya sddbyasya bddhd kdcana17 vidyate//"For example, when

[the Buddhist] states that space, etc. do not have a novel na-
ture unproduced by other [conditions] because they are not
causes for [producing their qualities such as] sound, etc. all at
once, then the [Vais'esika] adversary might say that like that
the subject, space, etc., would also not have the nature of a real
entity. [Dharmakirti's position:] In this fashion [even though
the subject is invalidated18], there is in fact no invalidation of
the intended [proposition] to be proved (sddhya) at all."

PVBh ad PV IV, k. 141-42: "Here an opponent might say:
'But this proves that space and the like are not novel natures
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unproduced [by causal conditions]. In that way, it proves that

a subject such as space is not real (vastutvdhhdva)J [Reply:] An

unrelated invalidation of the subject is not faulty. Indeed, the

proponent commits no fault like this. For, precisely what he

intends to prove is that space and so forth are not real. Con-

sequently, there is no fault in saying with reference to a sub-

ject, unreal space (avastubhutdkdsadbarmini), that space does

not have a novel nature unproduced [by other causal condi-

tions], because it is not a cause [for producing its effects such

as sound] all at once. This is because [he] establishes the

[property] to be proved on the basis of a subject which is com-

pletely derived from conceptualization (vikalpaparinisthite

dharmini sddhyasddhandd). But: a real thing is not the subject

of that [property]. Therefore, although there is invalidation

of this unrelated (kevala) [subject], there is [in fact] no fault.

This is what is meant by the word svadharmin [in Pramd-

nasamuccaya]. Indeed, when the opponent's subject is inval-

idated it is not so that this property [i.e., nonexistence] will

be unestablished. So, as there is nothing annuling the estab-

lishment of the property to be proved (sddhyadharma), there

is no fault.

Alternatively, this [reasoning that space] does not have a novel

unproduced nature because it is not the cause [for its effects]

all at once, has the following meaning: space is impermanent.

To this an adversary might say that the subject, permanent

space, has been invalidated. But let it be invalidated. Even so

the subject will be impermanent space. For, the contrary of

the [property] to be proved will definitely be invalidated by

the logical reason. And indeed a permanent subject is not the

locus for the property to be proved under discussion, so when

it is invalidated how could there be any fault at all!"19

The question immediately arises: Which of the two interpretations,
or two scenarios, best fits Pramanavdrttika IV? Or, in other words: How
exactly did Dharmakirti make the distinction between the proponent's
own intended subject (svadharmin)'and unrelated (kevala)subjects in PV
IV, k. 136-48? Did Dharmakirti opt for an approach which relied upon
the Principle of Conceptual Subjects or did he use the Method of Para-
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phrase? In our opinion, there can be little doubt: Dharmaklrti's position
in PV IV was the Method of Paraphrase. The commentators' attempts
to read a Principle of Conceptual Subjects into k. 136-48 are an at-
tempt to read the Svavrtti-Pramdnaviniscaya discussion of apoha,
sabddrtha and anupalabdhi'into a context where it does not easily belong.
That said, most, if not all, of the later Indo-Tibetan tradition has un-
derstood the relevant kdrikds in Dharmaklrti's Pramdnavdrttika IV ac-
cording to the first scenario!

If we look at the rest of the discussion in this section of Pramdnavdrt-
tika IV, it is clear that k. 144-45 is a complete parallel to k. 141-42:
what holds for the latter should hold for the former. In k. 144-^45, Dhar-
makirti is confronted by the objection that if his refutation of the
Vaisesika's permanent space is correct, then a certain Buddhist argu-
ment against the Samkhya will fail, for the Buddhist will have to face
the charge that refuting the subject would lead to invalidation of the
whole thesis and hence viruddhahetu. Briefly said, the negative existen-
tial proof would turn out to be self-refuting. The stated subject of the
anti-Samkhya argument is "pleasure, etc." (sukhddi), that is to say, "plea-
sure, pain and bewilderment," each of these terms being understood in
the light of Samkhya philosophy where each feeling is correlated with
one of the three gunas ("qualities"), these gunas in turn being of the
essence of Primordial Matter. The Buddhist then argues that pleasure,
etc., i.e., pradhana, is not the permanent nature of the various effects or
transformations (vikrti) making up the world, because if it were, then
all its effects such as sound and the like would have to be produced si-
multaneously, and such is not in fact the case. Here the Samkhya sup-
posedly retorts that refuting the permanence of pleasure, etc., i.e.,
pradhdna, is tantamount to refuting the subject itself. Dharmakirti then
uses the Method of Paraphrase, to maintain that what the proponent is
actually proving is that ordinary (and real) pleasure, etc., which are ac-
knowledged by all, are impermanent, because they produce their effects
sequentially (kramakriyd)—thus one does not refute the proponent's
actual subject, which is pleasure, etc. taken as the ordinary, impermanent
and fully real entity (vastubhuta) accepted by Buddhists and others alike,
and not the theoretical pseudo-entity "pleasure, etc." as accepted by
only Samkhya philosophers.

The parallel with k. 141-42 is striking and deliberate: the arguments
have the exact same reasons and virtually the same sddhyadharma, dif-
fering only in their choice of subjects, i.e., space, etc. or pleasure, etc. If
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Dharmakirti's whole argument is to work, then the svadharmin in
k. 141-42 cannot be the conceptual representation, it must be the Bud-
dhist's own accepted notion of impermanent space; just as in k. 144—45
the svadharmin is notm unreal conceptual representation, but is just the
ordinary accepted entities. Not only that, but if we look at the terms
used in Prajiiakaragupta's description of the first approach (i.e., relying
on the Principle of Conceptual Subjects), when Prajnakaragupta speaks
of vikalpaparinisthite dharmini sddhyasddhandd the choice of words de-
liberately mirror k. 205 s anddivdsanodbhutavikalpaparinisthitah. The
matter is thus probably as follows: the first approach, where one takes
Pramdnavarttika IV's discussion of svadharmin versus kevaladharmin
along the lines of the first scenario is a commentator's strategy consist-
ing in a transposition into Pramdnavarttika IV of a discussion elsewhere
in Dharmaklrti, but it is a transposition which probably does not fit the
actual context of Dharmakirti's argumentation of svadharmin and ke-
valadharmin.

I would not want to suggest that this "transposition" grossly falsifies
the notion of svadharmin—that type of conclusion would not only look
somewhat arrogant on our part but would denigrate the creative syn-
theses that commentators typically make in juxtaposing a doctrine in one
part of a work with one in another. Nonetheless, I think it is important
to see this later synthesis for what it is and that it probably did not al-
ready figure in Dignaga and Dharmakirti's own thought. The question
of conceptual representations being the subject in negative proofs was
most likely not at stake in Pramdnavarttika IV, k. 1 3 6-48, this in spite
of the fact that so many authors from Prajnakaragupta and Kamalas'lla
to Tsong kha pa and Ngag dbang bstan dar cite these kdrikds as the
source for the idea that the svadharmin is a conceptual representation.

A final remark. It is probably fair to say that the histoiy of Buddhist
thought about dsraydsiddha and svadharmin would have been quite dif-
ferent if the Method of Paraphrase had been emphasized and further de-
veloped by later writers. Was it a good thing that the solution by con-
ceptual representation became predominant in Buddhist logic? A type
of Method of Paraphrase can be used very well to deal with the prob-
lem of talk about non-being, as we see in certain contemporary appli-
cations of Russell's Theory of Descriptions. We can, for example, para-
phrase "Pegasus does not exist," or "Pegasus does not fly" as repectively:
"There is no x which is Pegasus" or "There is no x, such that x is Pega-
sus and x flies, etc."; these approaches avoid the problem of a pseudo-
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entity nonetheless existing somehow as a concept. Paraphrase starts with
the assumption that what is literally said is often not what is actually
meant, and this assumption yields an extremely effective approach for
avoiding commitment to needless conceptual entities. Thus a sentence
like "I did it for Peter's sake" bears only an apparent similarity to "I did
it for Peter's brother." Although we are committed to the existence of
brothers, we are not actually obliged to accept that there are odd meta-
physical or purely conceptual entities known as "sakes": "sakes" can be
paraphrased away when we reformulate what we really mean. However,
the Buddhists did not go that route; arguably they took a less promis-
ing path, fraught with avoidable problems. Indeed, the later Tibetan
writings on the problem show just how complicating a development it
was to mix apoha with the svadharmin-kevaladharmin problem. It is cu-
rious that most elements for a satisfactory theory of talk about non-be-
ing were already present to varying degrees in Dharmakirti and some of
the earlier commentators: a developed use of philosophical paraphrase
and a theory of negation without presupposition of existence. The prob-
lem of dsraydsiddha could have been treated purely as one: concerning
the logical form of statements and negations, but the temptation to turn
to the all-purpose and ever-present semantic theory of apoha seems to
have been irresistable. In the hands of commentators less taken with
apoha, things could perhaps have turned out to be much simpler, but
they did not.

NOTES TO CHAPTER 8

1 Cf. PV IV, k. 76-79, translated in Tillemans (1995b). Several studies have
dealt with the Indian debates on dsraydsiddha, one of the best still being
Matilal (1970).

2 Cf. Vibhuticandra's gloss on svadharmini, PVV: 459, n. 5: vddinestasya
svasya dharmi svadharmi tatra.

3 See PV IV, k. 137-39.



182 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

4 The term kevala[dharmin] = chos can ha'zhigpa does not seem to figure
in Dignaga, but is introduced first in PV IV, k. 140:

nanv etad apy arthasiddham satyam kecit tu dharminah / kevala-
syoparodhe 'pi dosavattam updgatdh //"[Objection:] But surely this
too is established by implication. [Reply:] That is true. But some
hold that [the thesis] is faulty even when an unrelated (kevala) sub-
ject is negated."

Devendrabuddhi is sparing in his gloss on kevala, describing it as yan gar
ba ("isolated, alone, separate"); see PVP D. 297b2. PVBh adk. 143 speaks of
this "unrelated/nominal" dharmin as tadasambaddhaparaparikalpitadharmin
("a subject imagined by the opponent and unrelated to that [property to be
proved]"). The tarn, yan gar ba will be taken up again by Tsong kha pa, in
his dBu ma rgyan g)>i zin bris:

chos can ba' zhig pa nil chos can du smras kyangskabs de'i bsgrub bya /
chos kyi rten min pas I chos can yan gar bar song ba V don no I" kevala-
dharmin means that although it is stated as the subject it is not the
basis of the property to be proved in that context [of the discussion]
and is thus an isolated subject"; see Tiilemans (1984c: 366-67).

Cf. Ngag dbang bstan dar's explanation (in his gCigdu bralgyi mam
bzhag, p. 455.3) of chos can 'ba'zhig pa as smraspa'i chos can "the stated sub-
ject"; the section on dsraydsiddha in this work has been translated in Tiile-
mans and Lopez (1998). [Editor's note: this article has been reprinted as
chapter 11 in the present volume.]

Finally, note that the Sa skya pa Rigs per tradition as explained by Sakya
mchog ldan speaks of the two types of subjects in terms of a somewhat dif-
ferent opposition, that of song tshod kyi chos can versus rlom tshodkyi chos can,
"the subject as it [actually] is" versus "the subject as it is taken by inflated
misconception." Cf. Tshad ma rigsgtergyi dgongs rg)>an smadcha f. 76a2-4:

de Ita nayang skabs 'dir dpyadpa 'di Jug dgos te /gtso bo chos can I
yod pa may hi te ma dmigs pa 'i phyir / zhes pa Ita bu I med par dgag
pa gtan tshigs su bkodpa mams la rlom tshod kyi chos can med kyang
! chos can g)>i ngo bo ma grab par mi gyur la lyanggtso bo yod te I khyad
par mams rjes su gro ba'i phyir I zhes pa Ita bu sgrub pa'i gtan tshigs
su bkodpa mams la song tshod kyi chos can yod kyang I rlom tshod med
na chos can gyi ngo bo ma grub par 'jog dgos payin te I de Ita bu z tshul
gnyis ka sde bdun mdzadpa 'i gzhung Us gsal bar gsungs pa V phyir //.

On the song tshod vs. rlom tshod opposition, see Dreyfus (1997: 161, 168);
see also Tiilemans (1995a: 869-70, n. 19). [Editor's note: this latter article
has been reprinted as chapter 10 in the present volume.]
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5 Note that Tibetan writers coined and widely used the term rang rten chos
can, "the subject which is his own basis," and used this term instead of the
term svadharmin [= ranggi chos can]. It can be shown that this was an error
which came from relying on the wrong translation of the PSV. However, the
idea is the same as svadharmin. The translation of the PSV by Vasudhara-
raksita is extremely bad here. The text in Kitagawa (1973: 472) reads: ...ma
bsal ba '0 // mngon sum don dang rjes dpag dangyid ches grags pas rang rten la '0.
This passage is what was cited by numerous authors, including Tsong kha
pa, ICang skya and also Sa skya pas like Go rams pa bsod nams seng ge, but
only as mngon sum don dang rjes dpag dangyid ches grags pas rang rten la '0,
which, without ma bsal ba, is little better than gibberish. The problem is that
the phrase ma bsal ba '0 = anirdkrta, having a final particle Co) was probably
not understood to go together with mngon sum ... rang rten la 0, and as a re-
sult it was not cited at all. The translation of Kanakavarman correctly has
ranggi chos can la mngon sum ... grags pas ma bsal ba '0 (- 'nirdkrtah I
pratyaksarthmiumdnaptaprasiddhena svadharmini //); see Tillemans (1984c: n.
42). The phrase rang rten la'o is also sometimes cited in earlier works, such as
on p. 438 of the thirteenth-century work, rNam grelgyi mam bshadgangs
can gyi rgyan of bTsun pa ston gzhon, who followed the Rigs gterof Sa skya
Pandita; however rang rten chos can may be a later invention. At any rate, it is
found in Tsong kha pa's dBu ma rgyan gyi zin his and in the numerous dGe
lugs explanations of dsraydsiddha based on this zin bris.

6 PVP D. 2 9 6b4 et seq.; PVT D. 2 6 9 a4-5: gtan tshigs mam par gcod pa V
ngo bo ma grub pa nyid may in no zhes by a ba ni / cig car sgra sogs rgyu min
phyir / zhes by a ba'i gtan tshigs mam par gcod pa tsam gyi ngo bo med par dgag
pa tsam gyi mtshan nyid ma grub pa nyid mayin te / dngos porgyurpa V
chos can med nayang thasnyadpa'i chos can mam par gcod pa tsam la gnodpa
medpa'iphyir ro //. On prasajyapratisedha versus paryuddsapratisedha ("im-
plicative negation"), see Kajiyama (1973) and the references in its n. 1.

7 These are developed in Ngag dbang bstan dar's gCig du bralgyi mam
bzhag See Tillemans and Lopez (1998: 101-2). [Editor's note: see pp.
250-51 in the present volume.]

8 PVin P. 306a-307a; PVin III, k. 53-57 = PV I, k. 205-8 and 210.

9 For the Nydyamukha, see Katsura (1992: 230-31), Katsura (1978:
110-11), and Tucci (1930: 16-17); the parallel passage in PSV is
P. 1 28 b6-8. The translations from the Nydyamukha, in what follows, are
those in Katsura (1992: 230).
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10 See PVSV (Gnoli: 105): atha yad idam na santi pradhdnddayo 'nupalab-
dher iti /...

11 See Katsura (1992: 231).

12 PVSV (Gnoli: 107): y'atpunar etad uktam kalpitasydnupalabdhir dharma
iti . ..

13 The point in k. 205's specifying three kinds of sabddrtha is that the con-
ceptual representation which is the direct object of words can have as its sub-
stratum an existent thing like a cloth, or a nonexistent thing like a rabbit's
horn, or something which is "both existent and nonexistent"—in this latter
case, pseudo-entities like pradhdna or isvara ("God") are existent qua con-
cepts, but nonexistent qua external entities. Cf. PVV ad k. 2 04: katham ity
aha I bhdvabhdvobhaydsrayah I sadasadubhayavikalpavdsandprabhavatvdt I
tadadhyavasdyena tadvisayatvdt I tatra bhdvopdddno vikalpah patddir
abhdvopdddnah sas'avisdnddih I ubhayopdddnah pradhdnesvarddih I.

14 Additions based on P W .

15 This is the same as proving that space is not a permanent unity.

16 The reading in Miyasaka's edition, i.e., anutpddydpurvarilpan, is wrong.

17 Miyasaka, kvacana; cf. Tib. ga'yang.

18 PVV adk. 1 42: evam dharmibddhane 'pi.

19 atra prativddy aha I athaivdyam anutpddydpurvariipatdbhdvam sddhayati
vyomddindm (I) tathd vyomddidharmino 'pi vastutvdbhdvam sddhayati I na
dharmibddhanam kevalam dosavat I na hy evam vddino dosah I tena hi vastu-
bhutam dkdsddikam na bhavatity etad eva sddhayitum istam I tato
'vastubhutdkdsadhanniny anutpddydpurvarupam dkdsddikam na bhavati sakrd
ahetutvdd iti na dosah I vikalpaparinisthite dharmini sddhyasddhandd vastu-
bhiltas tu dharml na tasya I tena tasya kevalasya bddhdydm api na dosa iti sva-
dharmivacanam I na hi paradharmini bddhyamdne sa dharmo na sidhyati I
tatah sddhyadharmasiddher* avydghdtdd adosah II

atha vdnutpddydpurvarupam na bhavati sakrd ahetutvdt I asydyam arthah I
anityam dkds'am (I) tatra parah I nityam dkdsarn dharmibddhitarn bhavati I
bddhyatdm tathdpy anityam dkdsam dharmi bhavisyati I avasyarn hi hetund
sddhyaviparyayo bddhitavyah I nityo hi dharmi naprakrtasddhyadharmddhdras**
tatas tadbddhane ka iva dosah I. *R. Sankrtyayana reads: sddhyadharmisiddher;
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but see Tib. P. 234a5: des na bsgrub bya'i chos 'gnibpa lagnodpa medpa'i
phyir nyespa mayin no I!**Read prakrtasddhyadbarmddhdras following B
(=Danasila's ms) instead of prakrtasddhyadharmdkdras.



9: Is Buddhist Logic Non-Classical or Deviant?

FOR SOME YEARS we have witnessed among philosophers a growing
interest in the epistemological and logical systems of Asian cultures.
One of the pioneers in this regard was undoubtedly the Polish

philosopher Innocentius Bocheriski, whose History of Formal Logic con-
tains an entire chapter devoted to Indian logic—a chapter that is not only
still useful, but that also bears witness to this celebrated logician's open-
mindedness. Likewise, the Dutch logician Evert Willem Beth empha-
sized on numerous occasions1 the importance of the study of Indian logic
for the general philosophy of logic. It was, however, Beth's compatriot,
J.F. Staal, who actually undertook concrete research on the subject. Staal
treated the topic in several articles, including one on the Nyaya-Vais'esika
theory of definition, another on negation according to the Mlmarnsakas,
and a third concerning the use of contraposition in various Indian schools.
In this regard, we should also mention the works of the late Bimal Krishna
Matilal of Oxford University. This remarkable philosopher, trained in
both the traditional logic of Nyaya-Vais'esika and analytical philosophy,
has left us numerous studies on the logical and epistemological problems
within the Indian philosophical schools. In 1970, he founded the Jour-
nal of Indian Philosophy, a journal whose aim is to apply the methods of
analytical philosophy to the problems of Indian philosophy.

To demonstrate the importance of such studies, we could, of course,
cite the names of many other scholars who work on the border between
Asian studies and philosophy. We must recognize, however, that this ap-
proach bears considerable difficulties and that it can currently be practiced
by only those who have sound training in Asian languages. The present
state of research is such that translations and editions of numerous prin-
cipal texts are far from completion, and among those that are available,

187
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a good number are mediocre. It is thus understandable that some schol-
ars maintain that it would be premature to attempt serious work on
comparative logic or epistemology—an opinion one often hears among
both Asianists and philosophers. In part, this objection is justified, since
at this point, a philosopher who is not competent in Asian languages
runs the risk of basing his analyses or theories on incomplete or erro-
neous data.

There is another objection against a philosophical approach to Asian
studies—an objection that even now has numerous advocates, at least
among Anglo-American philosophers. Allow me to cite a particularly re-
vealing passage from Anthony Flew's work, An Introduction to Western
Philosophy, published in 1971:

...philosophy, as the word is understood here, is concerned
first, last and all the time with argument. It is, incidentally,
because most of what is labeled Eastern Philosophy is not so
concerned—rather than any reason of European parochial-
ism—that this book draws no materials from any source east
of Suez.2

The objection amounts to two points: (a) philosophy should devote it-
self primarily to rational argumentation; (b) Asian philosophers do not
exercise any—or, at least, very little—rational argumentation. Most
probably, the second point stems from the opinion that Asian philoso-
phers are primarily mystics, and that hence, they are irrational and bereft
of argumentation. Professor Matilal devoted a large part of his acade-
mic career to the refutation of this received idea, and it is not necessary
to replicate that discussion here. Let us simply note that in the philoso-
phies of India, Tibet and China, there is an imposing number of philo-
sophical and rational works that are not mystical at all. And in any case,
when a religious goal—or even a mystical one—figures explicitly or im-
plicitly in a text, the argumentation is often so autonomous that it is of
considerable philosophical interest even for one who does not share the
author's religious goals.

The idea, moreover, that Indian philosophy is essentially mystical
and that hence it is bereft of rational argumentation is a non-sequitur. Let
us suppose that a good part of these traditions are influenced by some
type of mysticism: it does not thereby follow that rational argumenta-
tion stemming from or leading to those mystical ideas will be absent or
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insignificant. To take a similar case in Western philosophy, would we
dare to be so severe with the mystical philosophy of the Tractatus, where
Wittgenstein sought the limits of language so as to transcend those lim-
its? No one would claim that Wittgenstein had renounced rational ar-
gumentation. In the Buddhism of the Madhyamaka school—of which
we will often speak in this article—the philosopher also uses logic to ar-
rive at an understanding beyond all argumentation and discursive thought.
But as with the Tractatus, the majority of Madhyamaka writings are de-
voted to rational argumentation.

If Anthony Flew's ideas are typical of an approach where one tends
to underestimate the role of argumentation in Asian thought, there is
another widespread belief regarding Asian thought. On this view, one
admits that these philosophies employ arguments, but one maintains
that their ways of reasoning diverge substantially from our own, or even
that their forms of rationality are incommensurable with occidental
thought. Indeed, there are Indian texts containing arguments that may
seem difficult to reconcile with the most fundamental laws of Western
logic. We are thinking primarily of problematic passages found in Bud-
dhist texts such as the Sutra on the Perfection of Wisdom (Pmjndpdra-
mitdsiltra), the famed Stanzas on the Middle Way (Madhyamakakarika)
composed by Nagarjuna (third century C.E.), or the Four Hundreds
(Catuhsataka) of his disciple Aryadeva. Within Buddhist thought, the
structure of argumentation that seems the most resistant to our attempts
at formalization is undoubtedly the tetralemma or catuskofi. This struc-
ture appears scattered throughout the canonical Mahayana literature,
but it is above all found in the works of Nagarjuna and Aryadeva, where
it becomes the method par excellence used by the Madhyamaka to refute
all philosophical theses.

The Catuhsataka speaks of the tetralemma in the following manner:

sad asut sadasac ceti sadasun neti ca kramah I esa prayojyo vid-

vadbhir ekatvddisu nityasah II'"Being, non-being, [both] be-
ing and non-being, neither being [nor] non-being: such is the
method that the wise should always use with regard to iden-
tity and all other [theses].'

We have here the four alternatives at their most abstract level: being,
non-being, both at the same time, and neither one nor the other. The
Madhyamaka method for arriving at absolute truth is to refute all four
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alternatives, regardless of the proposition to which they apply.
Clearly, the conjunction of these four negations would make a West-

ern logician dizzy, since, at first glance, the Madhyamaka offers us the
following four statements:4

[i] -P

[2] ~P
[3]-(/>&-/>)
[4]-(-/>&:-/>)

Since (1) and (2) would imply -(P v ~P), the law of the excluded
middle falls by the wayside, but what is worse, we would likewise
encounter various contradictions: -P & ~~P from [1] and [2];
(-/>& --P) & -(- P&c ~ P) from [1], [2], and [4]; or again simply
P & -Pfrom [1] and [2] by the law of double negation.

A logically trivial interpretation of the tetralemma would be to con-
sider it to be a uniquely "therapeutic" use of language and hence close
to what the positivists of the Vienna Circle called "non-cognitive state-
ments.' The four negations would therefore be pseudo-propositions de-
void of any truth-value: they would just be one of the many Buddhist
techniques designed to halt ordinary thought—as with the riddles
(koan)t the blows from the teacher's staff, or the sudden shouts that ful-
fill the same function in the Zen schools. The great Asianist Louis de la
Vallee Poussin thought that the tetralemma could be understood only
in this manner, that is, as a psychological technique designed to induce
a certain meditative state: "Nagarjunism [i.e., Madhyamaka] is without
philosophical significance... [it] contains nothing but a method for pu-
rifying the mind."5

Louis de la Vallee Poussin's notion has appeared with numerous per-
mutations in the works of diverse authors. We cannot address all of
these permutations here, but they nearly always have as their conse-
quence the denial of any propositional content or truth value as applic-
able to any of the tetralemma's four negations. And it is precisely in this
regard that this interpretation is insufficient, for it minimizes the role
and the seriousness of argumentation in the Madhyamaka system. True,
the contemplation of the four negations is indeed a method, an updya,
for halting discursive thought. Nevertheless, to say that the tetralemma
is nothing but a psychological technique amounts to neglecting—or
trivializing—the numerous rigorous arguments advanced by the Madhy-
amaka in support of each negation. Typically, the Madhyamaka uses this
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structure to argue in detail against opposing positions that, according
to him, adopt one or another of the alternatives. He thus employs
premises that are acceptable to the adversary so as to show him that his
position is absurd, and that it actually implies its own contrary. But if
Nagarjuna uses the logic and metaphysics of his adversaries to refute
their positions, one must nevertheless suppose that he believed his own
reasoning by reductio ad absurdum to be not a mere ruse or sophism, but
rather an argument that was valid and that resulted in a true conclusion,
albeit negative.

We find among Asianists a long debate on the question of whether
the tetralemma—as well as other, similar forms of reasoning rooted in
the canonical texts of the Mahayana—stands as an example of a radical
divergence between Asian logics and the classical logic of the West. Pro-
fessor D. Seyfort Ruegg, in his excellent article on the use of the tetra-
lemma,6 has summarized the numerous attempts at translating this struc-
ture of Buddhist thought into the terminology of classical Western logic.
He has likewise summarized the analyses that rely on alternative logic,
including, for example, L. Mall's semiotic analysis and the treatment by
J.F. Staal based upon intuitionist logic.7

Undoubtedly, we must admit that the initial attempts at applying
classical logic to the most recalcitrant structures of Mahayana Buddhist
thought—most notably the tetralemma—have been failures. But what
conclusion should we draw from these repeated setbacks? The stakes are
high, for numerous philosophers currently apply themselves to the prob-
lem of knowing whether the formal calculi of alternative logics really
have a field of application. It is thus of some importance to determine
whether Buddhist texts provide examples of discourse that obey logical
laws other than those of classical Western logic. In short, our problem
is essentially located within the scope of a philosophical debate, initiated
by W. V. Quine,8 on the question of knowing whether alternative log-
ics are possible and whether they have, in fact, a field of application.

At this point, our terminology requires some clarification. First of all,
we must alert the reader that our term "Buddhist logic" does not trans-
late any Sanskrit term. Generally, the term is used as a conventional
designation for a certain school of Buddhist philosophy or a type of
thought identified particularly with the school of Dignaga and Dhar-
maklrti—that is also how we have used the term in other publications.9

Here, however, what we shall call "Buddhist logic" is a translation—as
faithful as possible—into modern logic of the formal structures of
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thought found in Buddhist texts. Our project requires such a transla-
tion, since one obviously cannot ask about the possible deviance of a sys-
tem that has not been sufficiently formalized. Hence, in the following
pages, our arguments will essentially concern the adequacy of certain for-
mal translations of the structures of Buddhist thought and the formal
properties of the calculi employed in such translations.

By the term "classical logic," we understand the first order proposi-
tional and predicate calculus that one generally finds in a work on ele-
mentary logic.10 What then would be the difference between a non-das-
sical logic and a deviant ond Since the beginning of this century, various
types of logics have proliferated: sometimes they are studied for their
possible philosophical contributions, at other times, for their formal
character. Among these logics, several types, such as modal or epistemic
logic, are not true rivals of classical logic; rather, they are supplements—
to employ the distinction presented by Susan Haack in the first chapter
of her Deviant Logic}x According to Haack, a logic L\ is a supplement
for logic L2 when:

(a) the sets of formulae and theorems of L2 are included in
the respective sets of L\

(b) all of the surplus theorems of Lj contain vocabulary that
is supplementary to that of L2.

If I/? is classical logic, the supplementary logic Lj described by (a) and
(b) will be considered a non-classical logic, but not a deviant one. In con-
trast, an L\ will be deviant relative to L2 if Lj has the same formulae and
logical vocabulary as L2, but nevertheless does not have the same set of
theorems as L2. Thus, a logic can have the same set of formulae as clas-
sical logic and use its vocabulary, while still rejecting some of the most
important classical theorems. This is precisely the case for J. Lukasie-
wicz's multi-valued logic—as it is the case for intuitionist logic—that
does not accept as theorems the laws of the excluded middle and double
negation. These logics are not supplements but rather rivals to classical
logic.

Another distinction proposed by Haack will prove useful: this is the
one between global deviance and local deviance. The first type of deviance
applies to all subjects of discourse, while the second is restricted to a
limited domain of discourse. It is thus possible to use a deviant logic for
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mathematics or quantum physics while still retaining the use of classi-
cal logic in other domains of discourse—this would be a case of local
deviance. In contrast, some neo-intuitionists such as M. Dummett apply
their logic to all cases and would thus recommend a global deviance.

Let us return now to Buddhist logic, or more precisely, to our at-
tempts at translating the statements of Buddhist philosophers into a for-
mal logic. We should begin by noting that any potential deviance in
Buddhist logic would be, at most, local. The structures of argumentation
most frequently employed by Buddhists—including the Madhyamakas
—do not present any violation of our classical logical laws. Here, we are
thinking, for example, of the so-called "Buddhist syllogism," or more
precisely, what the Buddhists themselves call an "inference-for-others"
(pardrthdnumdna). Consider this example:

All that which is conditioned is impermanent, like a vase.
Now, sound is conditioned.

In fact, this form of argumentation is not a syllogism in the Aris-
totelian sense. The pardrthdnumdna—at least the version unanimously
accepted after Dharmakirti (sixth to seventh century C.E.)—only has
two members and cannot itself state a conclusion. Indeed, from the sev-
enth century onward, the addition of a conclusion, such as "therefore,
sound is impermanent," is considered a "point of defeat" (nigrabasthdna)}2

Clearly, though, there is no question as to whether the logic involved
here is deviant or not. Although the metalogical explanations for the
functioning of inference diverge from our own, we are not confronted
with a reasoning that would necessitate a translation into a logic that re-
jects or violates the most fundamental laws of logic, such as contradic-
tion, double negation and the excluded middle.

We should likewise note that no surprises arise from fornialization of
other Buddhist notions, such as those analogous to material implication,
conjunction, disjunction and other logical constants. Nor does the fa-
mous theory of vydptiot "pervasion" provoke any formal surprises. For
example, when Buddhist authors say that the property "is conditioned"
(krtakatva) is pervaded by the property "imperrnanence" (anityatd), they
mean that all conditioned things are impermanent. In other words, in
our terminology, vydpti is translatable, in part at least, as a universal
statement: for all x, if xis conditioned, then xis impermanent.13 Inter-
estingly, the quantification expressed by "for all x" is certainly not lim-
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ited to existent things, because the variable x also represents fictive en-
tities. Nevertheless, while this reinterpretation of quantification differs
from the usual interpretation in predicate calculus, it does not entail
any deviance at all. In short, in many cases Buddhist argumentation
might possibly require the introduction of some operators and terms
that would be supplementary with regard to those of first order predicate
logic We would thus be obliged to employ a non-classical logic (in the
sense of the term that we have specified), but the vast majority of argu-
ments found in Buddhist texts do not require translation into a deviant
logic. If there is any deviance, it can only be highly local.

Before continuing our analysis, we should respond to a possible ob-
jection. Is it possible that the tetralemma—which appears to violate the
law of contradiction—might constitute a case of local deviance? One
can easily show that any contradictory statement whatsoever entails all
other statements, even those that are in violation of the most funda-
mental laws of logic. As a result, a single inconsistency appears to lead
inexorably to the most global deviance imaginable.14 An intuitionist
logic, such as that of L. Brouwer and A. Heyting, only rejects the laws
of double negation and the excluded middle, and this rejection does not
entail uncontrollable implications. It is, however, far more difficult to
envisage a calculus that does not admit the inviolability of the law of con-
tradiction. It is hence imperative to know whether one can limit a logic's
deviance while at the same time admitting exceptions to the law of con-
tradiction.

Clearly, until recently the law of contradiction has been considered
as an inviolable principle almost unanimously among logicians. Never-
theless, the old menace of uncontrolled implications has now been called
into question by some of our more illustrious logicians, and inconsis-
tent logics have thus become an acknowledged field of research. We can
distinguish two strands within modern research on such logics: (a) for-
mal calculi which contain several truth-values, such as the calculi of G.
Priest,5 and which admit contradictions but preclude unlimited impli-
cations; and (b) the semantics of N. Rescher and R. Brandom,16 which
admits an uncontrolled implication only in the case of a strong incon-
sistency (for Rescher and Brandom, it is possible, for example, to affirm
that P is true and to affirm that non-P is true without, however, ad-
mitting the truth of the statement, P and non-P—this latter would in
effect be a strong contradiction). The lesson that we can draw from these
modern developments in logic is at once radical and surprising: there is



NON-CLASSICAL OR DEVIANT LOGIC? 195

no formal requirement thata priori prevents us from adopting a literal read-
ing of the paradoxical passages in the Madhyamakakdrikd, the Catuhsataka,
and the Prajnaparamitasutra. From the perspective of formal logic, these
texts can include inconsistencies without becoming irrational discourses)1 In
other words, nothing in formal logic stops us from saying that, in the
vast majority of cases, the Buddhist uses a consistent logic but that, in
certain contexts, he clearly accepts paradoxes. Of course, a paradoxical
interpretation of Buddhist discourse is nothing new. Some of the early
great Buddhologists, such as E. Conze and D. Suzuki, were convinced
that "the logic of the prajndpdramita' is indeed paradoxical. This posi-
tion may currently have few adherents, but it is nevertheless important
to emphasize that one cannot exclude it without systematic, textual ar-
guments: one cannot a priori sweep this opinion under the carpet by say-
ing that the acceptance of contradictions amounts to irrationality.

This is not the place to examine passage after passage of the works of
Nagarjuna and Aryadeva. The reader can profitably consult the publi-
cations of scholars such as D. Seyfort Ruegg, J. May, G. Bugault, P.
Williams and others. Elsewhere, we have already discussed the logic of
the Madhyamaka and its interpretation in recent publications.18 We will
content ourselves here with raising three systemic points that militate
against the attribution of a paradoxical logic to Buddhists:

(a) The prohibition against "contradiction" (virodha) is accepted by all
schools of Indian philosophy, including the Buddhist schools. It
would thus be surprising if a treatise by a great Buddhist philoso-
pher were to go against such a key principle.19

(b) Buddhists themselves invoke a schema of two truths—the absolute
truth and the superficial—so as to explain how one can affirm a
proposition from one point of view and yet negate it from another.
And since the time of Aristotle, we have considered a real contra-
diction to be the affirmation and negation of the same proposi-
tion from the same point of view.20

(c) A number of Indian authors exhibit the stylistic tendency to choose
condensed, enigmatic, and provocative modes of expression. These
statements inevitably assume a non-paradoxical meaning when
they are explained by the authors themselves or by their commen-
tators.
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Let us take two particularly revealing examples of this stylistic ten-
dency to deliberately employ paradoxical turns of phrase. The first ex-
ample occurs in the Madhydntavibhdga, a Mahayanist text attributed to
Maitreya:

sattvddasattvdtsattvdc ca madhyamdpratipac ca sd//"Due to
existence, due to nonexistence, and due to existence, this is the
middle way."21

At first glance, at least, this passage may seem contradictory, but Va-
subandhu (fourth century) clearly tells us that Maitreya is speaking of
the existence of unreal conceptual constructions (abhiltaparikalpa), the
nonexistence of all duality, and the existence of the emptiness of the
unreal conceptual constructions. One can only agree with Ruegg, who
concludes his discussion of this passage with this remark: "there seems
therefore to be no question here of attributing to one and the same en-
tity opposed properties on the same level of reference and from the same
point of view "22

Let us now turn to an example of this same stylistic tendency in the
Vdkyapadiya, a work of the non-Buddhist author Bhartrhari:

tan ndsti vidyate tac ca tad ekam tat prthak prthak Isamsrstam
ca vibhaktam ca vikrtam tat tadanyathd//"It [i.e., substance]
does not exist, and it exists; it is one and it is divided; it is con-
joined and it is separate; it is modified and it is other [than
modified].""

As J. Bronkhorst points out, in the context of Bhartrhari's system this
stanza must be understood as a description of substance from two dif-
ferent points of view—namely, as an absolute and indivisible reality,
and as the phenomenal diversity of the world. Bronkhorst explains: "The
indivisible totality is real, one and without modifications; its division—
that is, the phenomenal world—is unreal, variegated, separate and mod-
ified."24 As with Vasubandhu and Maitreya, here too the paradoxes dis-
appear.

How then are we to dissipate the seeming paradoxes of the tetra-
lemma's four negations within an adequate translation of that structure
into modern logic? First of all, the Madhyamaka, in using the tetra-
lemma, appears to wish to refute above all the attribution of properties
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(whether affirmative or negative) to real entities (bhdva).15 Such a pro-
ject involves negations that concern things' absolute status—it does not
seem to easily involve four unqualified negations in a simple preposi-
tional calculus, as we have presented them in [l]-[4]. Some commen-
tators—such as Bhavaviveka, but especially some Tibetans—have tried
to add qualifications such as "truly established" (Tib. bden par grub pa)
or "established from an absolute perspective" (Tib. don dam par grub
pa)" so as to indicate clearly the level of discourse implicit in the use of
the negation operators. This technique was used with great mastery by
Tsong kha pa bio bzang grags pa, the great Tibetan commentator of the
fourteenth century; he managed to transform the tetralemma into a sort
of modal logic where the laws of double negation, excluded middle, and
contradiction function in a classical manner.26 Let us just consider here
his version of the first two negations; they respectively become: "Pis not
established from an absolute perspective" and "non-Pis not established
from an absolute perspective." It is evident that these two propositions
can both be true without imperiling the laws of contradiction and ex-
cluded middle. The result is that the negations of the tetralemma would
be translated into structures that are at most supplementary with regard
to classical logic.

Indisputably, Tsong kha pa's interpretation offers advantages in terms
of its logical clarity, but as an exegesis of Madhyamaka, his approach may
seem somewhat inelegant, since it obliges us to add words almost every-
where in the Madhyamaka texts. Remarkably, Tsong kha pa himself ac-
tually accomplished this project down to its most minute details in his
commentary on the Madhyamakakdrikds—perhaps at the price of sac-
rificing the simplicity of Nagarjuna's language.27 Hence, is there a sim-
pler and more elegant interpretation of the tetralemma that also takes
account of the negation of bhdvas, this denial of all ontology that lies at
the heart of Madhyamaka philosophy? In the final portion of this article,
we will sketch out a solution by proposing two ways of understanding
the quantification implicit in the Buddhist's statements.

A logic without ontological commitment is possible. For some years,
scholars such as R.B. Marcus, N. Belnap, R. Routley and others have
regularly reinterpreted quantification in such a manner that the variables
do not refer to objects in a domain but rather to terms that form a substi-
tution class.28 This tactic consists in proposing a substitutional seman-
tics in lieu of the usual referential semantics, and it has been profitably
employed within modal and epistemic contexts, as well as in fictional
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contexts, where one reasons about "things" that are devoid of any real-
ity. In short, when interpreted in an substitutional manner, (Fx) Fx
("there is an .vsuch that Fx") does not mean that there actually exists a
real entity that has the quality F, but rather that there is a name a such
that the substitution of a for the variable x\n Fx yields a true sentence.
Thus, if we wish, we can avoid all ontological commitment. In fact,
most Western logicians who use a substitutional interpretation believe
that reference to things is essential to any veritable language, and that
as a result, one must introduce a referential relation that ties at least some
names to objects. Nevertheless, a purely substitutional interpretation
devoid of any such reference to real things remains feasible. D. Vernant
describes such a semantics:

.. .the truth of the atomic sentences [of the language] LQ is de-
fined, ab initio, in a purely conventional fashion, abstracting
from all actual reference. This is what occurs, for example, in
mythologicaldiscourse, which defines as true the sentence "Pe-
gasus is a winged horse," without inquiring into reference. In
more general terms, such is the case for all fictional discourse.
Without asking oneself about the actual reality of the objects
arising from the creative imagination of an author, we can
nevertheless assign a truth value to assertions about those ob-
jects. In this manner, we know full well that it is false to say
that Hamlet is Ophelia's brother.29

A possibility that, to our knowledge, has not been seriously consid-
ered in Western logic would be to universalize this ontologically neutral
use of a substitutional interpretation. Ruth Barcan Marcus had argued
in her 1978 article, "Nominalism and the Substitutional Quantifier,"
that the substitutional interpretation would offer a nominalistic way out
of commitment to higher-order objects like kinds, universals, proposi-
tions, etc. It would only be concerning the lowest order of the things,
i.e., nominalistically acceptable particular objects, that the interpretation
would remain referential. She concluded: "it is not at all clear that such
a program is wholly feasible, but it is surely a nominalistic program."30

Now, it is conceivable that a philosopher might, for some meta-
physical reasons, go even further beyond this rigorous nominalism and
simply reject ^//reference to real entities, and that he therefore would
accept only a logic interpreted in the ontologically neutral substitutional
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fashion. This is, arguably, the case for the Madhyamaka when he accepts
the superficial truths of the world. In effect, the Buddhist's two truths,
i.e., the conventional and the absolute, can be understood as two dif-
ferent ways of interpreting language: without reference to real entities
and with such reference, respectively. For the superficial truth, or the
conventions generally recognized by the world, it is the substitutional
interpretation which applies. Thus, under such an interpretation, it
could be said that there are tables, chairs, buddhas and atoms (but no
rabbits' horns!)—the Madhyamaka too would accept those conventional
statements because for him they only involve language without any cor-
responding entities. In contrast,when the question as to whether there
are or not such actual entities is being posed, the debate has shifted to
the absolute level of truth, and the interpretation must be referential. For
a metaphysician who does not accept any real entities, then the con-
ventional affirmations accepted earlier will no longer be maintained:
there are no tables, chairs nor buddhas when "there are" means that
there actually are such kinds of real objects in a set of entities to which
we refer. It is in this manner that it would be possible to affirm, on the
one hand, that conventionally there are forms (rupa), sounds (s'abda),
odors (gandha), and so on, while on the other hand saying that there
really are none. Interestingly, the Madhyamaka also appears to accept
some of the most important elements of a substitutional interpretation.
In fact, there is a cliche—one found in other schools as well, including
the Chinese traditions—that maintains that nothing exists substantially
(dravyasat), but rather that things exist merely as designations (prajnapti-
mdtrasat) or in a purely nominal fashion (ndmamdtra). This applies to
all superficial reality, even to buddhas and nirvana: these are but desig-
nations without any corresponding, real entity.31

We are now in a position to give a translation of the tetralemma into
formal logic: the four alternatives will be statements preceded by exis-
tential quantification. Here we will just give the first two, namely:
"There is an xsuch that xhas property Z7" and "There is an xsuch that
x does not have i7." In symbols, these would be rendered: (Ex)Fx and
(Ex)-Fx. Since we are dealing with a tendency to attribute properties to
entities, the semantics here must be referential; in other words, the op-
ponent maintains that there really is some thing that has, or does not
have, property F. It is precisely this attribution of properties to entities
that the Buddhist wishes to oppose. As a result, the four negations that
the Buddhist maintains are:
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For any predicate F:

[V] ~(Ex)Fx

[31 ~(Ex)(Fx&-Fx)
[4'] ~(Ex)(-Fx&^Fx)

If we interpret the quantification in a referential manner—as we must
do in this context—all four alternatives can be denied without the least
logical deviance. The statements (Fx)Fx and (Ex) -Ex are false for the
Madhyamaka philosopher who does not accept the existence of enti-
ties; the statements are false because, for him, the domain cannot con-
tain any objects. In fact, we are dealing here with a banal principal of
modern logic: any statement having the form (Ea) 0 is false in an empty
domain.32 [1]—[41] would thus reflect the Buddhist's rejection of all on-
tology: no attribution of properties to objects can be accepted.

In conclusion, the response to our initial question—to know whether
Buddhist logic was deviant or not—comes almost as a corollary to the
preceding discussion. When we translate the Madhyamaka's statements
into a logic with two types of interpretations, we will not encounter any
violation of the laws of contradiction, excluded middle or double nega-
tion, or of any other fundamental theorems of classical logic. There thus
will not be any significant deviation.33 In sum, looked at in this way,
Buddhist logic appears to be at most a non-classical logic, in the sense
that its operators and its vocabulary are somewhat peculiar, but it is not
a rival of classical logic.

N O T E S TO CHAPTER 9

The original publication contains the following note: "This article is a reworked
version of a lecture I delivered in February 1990 at the Seminaire de Philoso-
phic of the University of Neuchatel. The principal ideas were initially devel-
oped in Appendix II of Tillemans (1990)."

1 See, for example, Beth (1970: 131-33).
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2 Flew (1971: 36). See also the critique of Flew by Matilai (1986: 4ff).

3 CSXIV,k.22.

4 Concerning logical notation, the following conventions have been fol-
lowed: -P signifies the negation of the proposition P} in the sense of "It is
not the case that P." The symbol & stands for "and," while the symbol v
means "or." The formula (Ex)Fx means: "there is an xsuch that xhas prop-
erty F." Thus, "(Ex)Fxmeans: "there is no xsuch that xhas property F."

5 "Le Nagarjunisme est sans portee philosophique ... [il] ne contient
qu'une methode de purification de l'esprit." L. de la Vallee Poussin
(1933: 59).

6 Ruegg(1977).

7 See Staal (1975: chap. 1). It is not clear to me how an intuitionist logic
would avoid the contradictions in the tetralemma. Let us consider, for exam-
ple, the thirteen axioms of intuitionist logic as they are presented by Grze-
gorczyk (1975: 97-98). The conjunction of our statements [1] and [2] gives
us - P & ~~P. However, -*(P&£ ~P) is a theorem (see Grzegorczyk: 115, the-
orem #68) and consequently, - f - / > & ~~P) likewise becomes a theorem by
substitution. We would thus arrive at the contradiction:

(-P&C ^

8 See Quine (1970: chap. 4).

9 [Author's note: see the introduction to the present volume, pp. 1—2, 3.]

10 See, for example, sections 1.3 and 1.5 in Grzegorczyk (1975).

11 Haack(1974).

12 See Tillemans (1984b) and Tiliemans (1991b). The latter article is
reprinted as chapter 4 in the present volume.

13 [Author's note: see the introduction to the present volume (pp. 12—17)
where it is argued that statements of vydpti for Indian logicians generally in-
clude an example. At least vydpti for them is always instantiated by some
item. The indigenous Tibetan Buddhist logic does not require examples, nor
even any instantiation at all.)
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14 In the classical calculus, the derivation of an arbitrary statement Qfrom

the contradiction P & -Pis simple:

(1) P&-P Premise.
(2) P From (1).
(3) Pv Q From (2).
(4) -P From (1).
(5) Q From (3) and (4).

15 See Priest (1979).

16 See Rescher and Brandon (1980).

17 Cf. the opinion of Staal (1975: chap. 1), who suggests that the rejection
of logical contradictions is a necessary condition for rationality.

18 See Yillemans (1990: Appendix II). See also above, chapter 6: 133-38.

19 What are the principal examples of the term virodhalviruddha in
Nagarjuna's works? In this context, some scholars have cited MMK VII, k.
30:

satas ca tdvad bhdvasya nirodho nopapadyate I ekatve na hi bhdvas ca
ndbhdvas copapadyate // "First of all, a real entity (bhdva) cannot
have any cessation because if [entities and non-entities (abhdva)] are
identical, then neither an entity (bhdva) nor a non-entity (abhdva)
is possible" (see PrP 170.7: tasmdd ekatve sati bhdvdbhdvayoh).

R. Robinson (1976: 50), for example, thought that this stanza does
demonstrate Nagarjuna's acceptance of the law of contradiction. But it seems
to us that this opinion is probably based upon a dubious translation of the
second half of the stanza: "Existent and inexistent in a unity is not true to
fact." This stanza does not say that bhdva and abhdva are not found in the
same thing. Rather, it says that, if bhdvas could cease, then bhdvas and
abhavas would become identical, and that in that case, neither would be pos-
sible. In fact, it is Candraklrti's commentary on MMK VII, k. 30 (PrP:
170.7-9) that gives us a version of the law of contradiction by way of the
term parasparavirudddha ("mutually contradictory"):

atha vd parasparaviruddhatvdd dlokdndhakdravad ekatve sati na hi
bhdvas ca ndbhdvas copapadyate // "Or again if they are identical,
then neither a bhdva nor an abhdva are possible, since they are mu-
tually contradictory, as is the case with light and darkness."
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That much said, it is nonetheless true that Nagarjuna himself uses the
term paraspamviruddha in MMK VIII, k. 7:

kdrakah sadasadbhutah sadasat kurute na tat / parasparaviruddham
hi sac cdsac caikatah kutah //"An agent that is real and unreal does
not accomplish this [action] that is real and unreal because how can
the real and unreal, which are mutually contradictory (paraspara-
viruddha), be unified?"

20 Cf. the formulation in the Metaphysics, T3, 1005b 19-23.

21 MVI.3cd.

22Ruegg(1977:26).

23 VP III. 123.

24 See Bronkhorst (1992: 64). [Passage translated by J. Dunne.]

25 D. Seyfort Ruegg (1986: 233) also emphasizes the importance of bhdva for
the Madhyamaka in the rejection of all philosophical theses (pratijna, paksa):

In sum, the Madhyamika's approach to the question ofthepratijna
and paksa stems from his rejection of epistemic commitment to any
proposition—positive or negative—that presupposes the existence
of a bhdva or dharma possessing a svabhdva and posits such an en-
tity in terms of the binary structure of vikalpa and the quaternary
structure of the catuskoti

See also G. Bugault (1983 and 1989). Bugault highlights the importance
of the rejection of bhdva and svabhdva ("own nature") in Nagarjuna's argu-
ments, but he maintains that the principle of contradiction must be tied to a
belief in entities:

Or, comme Aristote lui-meme en est parfaitement conscient, le
principe logique de contradiction suppose, au moins implicitement,
une metaphysique de la quiddite: il faut croire aux choses.

It follows that the Buddhist himself, who does not believe in real entities,
cannot be constrained by this law in his own thought. In fact, this type of
Aristotelian point of view—which demands that logic be tied to an ontol-
ogy—currently seems far less defensible. As we will see, a substitutional
semantics allows us to accept the law of contradiction without any onto-
logical commitments whatsoever.
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26 See the last section of Tillemans (1989), reprinted as chapter 6 in the pre-
sent volume.

27 To gain some notion of how complex and weighty the dGe lugs pa's
modal interpretation of the tetraiemma becomes, see the passage from Se ra
rje btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan (1469-1546), translated and discussed above
(chap. 6: 135-38). Finally, note also that in a recent article, C. Oetke (1991)
also offers us a modal interpretation of the tetraiemma. He remarks (318):

It is of greatest importance to become clear about the logical struc-
ture of this proposition [viz. the central tenet that on the highest
level of truth there is nothing of any kind]. It contains as ingredi-
ents something like a sentential operator "on the level of highest
truth (it is the case that)" and a negated existential proposition,
which could be represented by an expression of the form "-(Exr) ...
x..." (...). The feature of the central tenet that it has a negative gen-
eral existential proposition as its component necessitates the rejec-
tion of all statements in which something is attributed to some-
thing (at the highest level of truth).

28 See Marcus (1962 and 1972); Belnap and Dunn (1968); and Vernant
(1986).

29 Vernant (1986: 291):

...la verite des phrases atomiques [du langage] Lo est definie, ab
initio, de facon purement conventionnelle, abstraction faite de toute
reference effective. C'est ce qui se produit, par exemple, dans le dis-
cours mythologiqueq\\i, sans poser la question de la reference, definit
comme vraie la phrase 'Pegase est un cheval aileV Plus generale-
ment, c'est le cas de tous les discours de fiction. Sans devoir s'inter-
roger sur la realite effective des objets issus de l'imagination crea-
trice d'un auteur, on pourra toutefois assigner une valeur de verite
aux assertions portant sur eux. Ainsi sait-on pertinemment qu'il est
faux que Hamlet soit le frere d'Ophelie.

30 Marcus (1978: 124).

31 This idea plays an important role in the major currents of Buddhist
philosophy since Nagarjuna and Candrakirti, among Indian Madhyamakas,
and on up to Lin Ji, the Chan master of the Tang dynasty. Cf. Candrakirti's
Catiihsatakavrtti (P. 173b4):
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yang ranggi sdepa 'dus ma by as ming tsam nyiddu mi rtogs shing mya
ngan las das pa rdzas suyodpa rtagpa tiyid du rtogpar 'gyur ba kha
cigdag... /"Some of our co-religionists who do not understand that
[even] unconditioned [things] exist only as names, and imagine that
nirvana exists substantially and is permanent

Cf. also the Linji Lu (Rinzai Roku) in Yanagida (1959: 148):

H ~t ty o //"In this world or in the beyond, there is neither Bud-
dha nor Law; they did not previously appear, nor will they disap-
pear; if they exist, they are only names and phrases."

32 See, for example, Grzegorczyk (1985: 184): "...every sentence beginning
with an existential quantifier is false in the empty domain." See also Quine
(1954).

33 A logic with substitutional quantification is not entirely devoid of de-
viance because there are well known divergences in the case of the class of
theorems that concern non-denumerable sets, such as the irrational numbers.
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10: On The So-Called
Difficult Point of the Apoha Theory

A BUDDHIST LOGICIAN, when lie wishes to develop his theory about
l \ universals, concepts, identities, negations and the like being mind-

JL J L created and hence fictional, is soon faced with the problem as to
how these fictional pseudo-entities can nonetheless lead us to knowledge
about the real world. If, for example, all logical reasons (hetu), properties
to be proven (sddhya; sddhyadharma), means of proof (sddhana) and other
such terms in reasoning are mind-created universals, then how can an in-
ference, which depends upon these terms, give us any true information
about the real world of particular entities (svalaksana), and how can we
be induced to act correctly in a world which is not just itself a fiction?
Dharmakirti and his school had a complex solution to this conundrum,
a solution which for want of a better designation might be called the "the-
ory of unconscious error," one whose essential points can, for our pur-
poses, be characterized along the following lines:

(a) What appears to conceptual thought (vikalpa), or is ap-
prehended (grdhya) by conceptual thought, is always a
fiction and a universal, one which is created by a process
of exclusion (apoha).

(b) A type of error (bhrdnti) is always present in conceptual
thought. Specifically, an essential feature of such thought
is that it involves a determination (adhyavasdya) of the
apprehended fiction as being a real particular, and thus,
by an unconscious error, this thought can make us reach
(prdpaka) a particular in the world.

209
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These two points are brought out clearly in sources such as Dharma-

klrti's Pramdnaviniscaya (PVin) II and Dharmottara's commentary (NBT)

on Dharmakirti's Nydyabindu (NB) 1.12.

PVin 11.2,8-10 (ed. Steinkellner): svapratibhdse 'narthe

'rthddhyavasdyena pravartandd bhrdntir apy arthasambandhena

tadavyabhicdrdtpramdnam //"There is error (bhrdnti) in that

[conceptual thought] practically applies by determining

(adhyavasdya) its own representation (svapratibhdsa)y which

is not the [actual] object, to be the object. Nonetheless, it is

a pramdna, in that, by having a necessary connection (sam-

bandha) with the object, it is non-deviant with regard to that

[object]."1

NBT 71.5-72.2 (ed. Malvania) adNB 1.12: tathdnumdnam

api svapratibhdse 'narthe arthddhyavasdyena pravrtter anartha-

grdhi / sa punar dropito 'rtho grhyamdnah svalaksanatvend-

vasiyate yatah, tatah svalaksanam avasitam pravrttivisayo

anumdnasya I'anarthas tn grdhyah I ..."Similarly, inference

does not apprehend the [actual] object either (anarthagrdhin),

in that it practically applies by determining its own represen-

tation, which is not the [actual] object, to be the object. Still,

because the imagined object which is being apprehended is

determined to be a particular, the determined particular

(svalaksanam avasitam) is therefore the object of practical ap-

plication (pravrttivisaya) of inference, but what is appre-

hended [by conceptual thought] is not the [actual] object."

Now, what we find discussed regularly and in detail in Tibetan logic

texts are the exact ways in which the error and the process of adhya-

vasdya inherent to conceptual thought occur. (In what follows, for the

sake of a considerable economy of expression, I'll just use "thought" for

vikalpa. It should however be understood that we will always mean

thought which proceeds invariably by concepts, and not just any and

every type of mental activity, or just "what is in one's mind.") Of course,

for a Dharmakirtian logician, while all such thought proceeds along the

lines of points a and b, some does lead to knowledge of particulars, via

adhyavasdya, and some does not—inferring fire on a smoky hill does,

while thinking about nonexistent things like barren women's children
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does not, and the criterion here is whether the putative object possesses
arthakriydsdmarthya ("ability to accomplish an aim"). Equally, there is,
in Dharmakirti, a very important causal account which complements the
arthakriyd criterion: particulars cause perceptions, which leave imprints
on one's mind, and these imprints in turn condition subsequent thought.
Thus there can be a necessary connection (sambandha; pratibandha) of
causality between particulars and thought, albeit indirect, which ex-
plains why adhyavasdya can work so well as to "make us reach" or "make
us obtain" (prdpaka) the real world, and also why we can continue to
say justifiably that in certain cases a conceptually created fiction, i.e., a
universal, is a property of real things and in other cases that it is not.2

Certain Tibetan schools, however, developed other aspects of the process
of unconscious error, supplementary and even alternative accounts,
which tried to explain the fine points and sometimes the step-by-step
details of the internal mechanisms of the thought process. And indeed,
whatever be the merits of their answers, the interest of the questions
"Just how do thought and determination actually work to reach reality?"
and "What are the necessary ontological conditions for them to be able
to work in this way?" was by no means exhausted by the Dharmakirt-
ian account.

dGa' ldan pa and later dGe lugs pa writers developed a very complex
answer to these two questions, devoting a strikingly minimal amount of
energy or ingenuity to elaborating upon the Dharmaklrtian causal ac-
count, the account of prdpakatva or even that of arthakriyd. Rather, they
pursued an approach which was depicted by Tsong kha pa and rGyal
tshab rje as depending, above all, upon properly seeing through a so-
called obstacle (gegs) or difficult point (dka'gnaslgnad) which people
have when tackling issues connected with apoha? In what follows, we
shall look at this dGa' idan-dGe lugs approach, trying to see why it came
about, and contrasting it with certain Indian and Indian-like positions,
such as those of Sa skya pandita and certain Rigs gter bas, who, as was
so frequently the case in Tibetan epistemology, had complex debates
on this matter with Tsong kha pa, his predecessors and his successors.
(In what follows, I will, for the sake of simplicity, drop the difference
between "dGa' ldan pa" and "dGe lugs pa," and speak only of "dGe
lugs pa," with the caveat that this is something of a distortion which at-
taches Tsong kha pa and his two main disciples to a rigidified version
of their thought developed by later interpreters.1)

To begin with, Tsong kha pa et al felt that in order for thought and
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inference to be able to bear upon or "contact" (regpa) the real world, it
was necessary that at least some universals, some sddhya, some dharrnin,
some reasons, some examples, some identities, some differences, etc.,
etc. should actually be fully real entities (dngospo) and particulars (rang
mtshan). Georges Dreyfus, in important studies on the dGe lugs theory
of universals, has termed their theory a type of "moderate realism"—viz.,
the position that real universals exist, but only "in" the particular enti-
ties (don la gnaspa), or in other words, that universals are substantially/
essentially identical (rdzasgciglbdag nyidgcig) with the particulars they
qualify.5 Now, this realism does, of course, seem to fly in the face of
well-known principles of the apoha theory found in Dignaga, Dhar-
makirti, and most later logicians, about universals being unreal, and not
surprisingly, it was vociferously rejected by anti-realist exponents of the
Sa skya pa Rigs gter ba tradition.6 Go rams pa bsod nams seng ge and
gSer mdog pan chen sakya mchog ldan, for example, dismiss it as a Ti-
betan invention, in other words, as being completely without basis in
Indian texts. Indeed, Sa skya pandita himself was very aware of various
Buddhist realist positions—he attributes them, contemptuously, to "Ti-
betans" (bod mams), the term by which he generally refers to the rNgog
and Phya pa traditions developed in gSang phu sne'u thog monastery.
We can be confident that much of the dGe lugs pa's tradition of real-
ism was nothing fundamentally original on their part, but was inspired
largely by the gSang phu positions, especially based upon the Tshadma'i
bsduspa of the early twelfth-century thinker, Phya pa chos kyi seng ge.7

All that said, Go rams pa and other Sa skya pas may well have been
a bit too harsh in accusing "Tibetans" and their "later followers" of com-
pletely inventing things, for there probably was also a weakening in later
Indian Buddhist logic of the stricture that all universals must be unreal.
As I showed briefly in an article some years ago, Sankaranandana seems
to be one plausible candidate for being an Indian Buddhist realist, and
indeed the dGe lugs pa frequently cite a passage from his commentary
on Prarndnavdrttika (PV) I, k. 40 (= PVin II, k. 29) as their prime Indian
source on the question.8 Dreyfus (1992) has looked at other potential
Indian sources in much more detail, examining inter alia some aspects
of Dharmottara's writings. We also need to take very seriously the pos-
sibility of realism or realistic trends being present in Kashmir and being
communicated to Tibet by rNgog lo tsa ba, as seems to be indicated by
passages in Go rams pa's Tshad ma rigs gter dka* gnas, which describe
Bhavyaraja, the Kashmiri pandit and co-translator of Prarndnavdrttika
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and numerous other pramdna texts with rNgog, as promoting the po-
sition of spyi dngospo ba ("real universals").9 The history of die often
roundabout ways in which Indian currents influenced the formation of
Tibetan theories of universals is complex and murky, and still needs much
investigation. Suffice it to say here that the dGe lugs pa probably did
have some Indian antecedents for a generalView of realism. Nonetheless,
the details of their own position and their actual arguments or che route
which they took to "resolve" prima facie contradictions with Dignaga
and Dharmakirti and arrive at their own version of moderate realism,
turn on a curious ensemble of ideas which has no parallel that I know of
in Indian thought. This is what is involved in the so-called difficult point.

The basic source for the dGe lugs pa position on the "obstacle"/"diffi-
cult point" and many other aspects of apoha seems to have been Tsong
kha pa's Tshad ma'i brjed byang chen mo, a work which is described as
being rGyal tshab's recording of Tsong kha pa's lectures on pramdna
(rGyal tshab chos ryes rje'i dntng du gsanpa). The key passages from this
work are taken almost verbatim by such authors as dGe 'dun grub pa
and ICang skya rol pa'i rdo rje, while rGyal tshab rje and mKhas grub
rje's philosophical debts to the position laid out in the Tshad ma'i brjed
byang are also clear, even if the textual passages are not borrowed word
by word. On the other hand, a proviso is in order to avoid giving the
mistaken impression that all dGe lugs pas routinely use the term "diffi-
cult point"/"obstacle" in this connection. It is just Tsong kha pa who
speaks of the "obstacle," and it is rGyal tshab rje in rNam grelthar lam
gsal byed who speaks somewhat bombastically of "the supreme main
point of our difficulties of understanding in this tradition" (gzhung lugs
'di / rtogs dka'ba 'ignas [orgnad] kyigtso bo dam pa). True, besides rGyal
tshab, textbook (yig cha) writers such as Pan chen bsod nams grags pa
and Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan do also use the term dka'
gnas/gnad (with interchangeable spellings) in this connection, but this
is nothing very remarkable because they are simply directly comment-
ing on rGyal tshab's rNam 'grel thar lam gsal byed.10 In short, the terms
gegs, and dka ' gnas/gnad are not actually themselves all that frequent in
discussions on these matters, but, as will become clear, the doctrine is
almost omnipresent in the dGe lugs pa's apoha-based philosophy of
language and logic and in their apoha-depcndent ontological positions.
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We begin with some passages from Tshad mai brjed byang chen mo.
The parallel passages from rGyal tshab rje will be given in the notes.
Tsong kha pa, first of all, speaks of a "point of doubt which arises amongst
the knowledgable" (rtogs Man la skye ba'i dogs pa)i gnas):

Tshad ma'i brjed byang chen mo (f. 16b-17a; pp. 183-84):

dangpo [rtogs /dan la skye ba'i dogs pa V gnas 'god pa] ni I spyi

dang bye brag dang rtags dang bsgrub bya dang dpe dang I dgag

pa dang I sgrub pa danggcig dang tha dad la sogspa mams rtog

pas sgro btags su bshadpaang mthong zhing / spyi yin na sgro

btags yin pas khyabpa dang de bzhin dn rtags sogs la ang khyab

na I 'bras bn don gnyer la nye bar mkho ba / don byed nus pa phal

pa mams dang I mngon par 'dodpa V dongyigtso bo kun mkhyen

la sogs pa / mam gzhag bya sa medpar 'gyur la I de Itar na mi

rung ba chen por 'gyur bas / mam gzhag de dag ma chol bar khas

blangs pas chogpa dang spyi gzhi mthun sogs dngos po / de kho

na nyid du grub pa khegs pa'i gnyis tshogs de ji Itayin snyampa

dang I khyadpar du bum dzin rtog pa dang kun mkhyen nges

pa V rtog pa la sogspa V ngesyul rang mtshan du grub na rtog pa

de dag ma 'khrul bar 'gyur bas dgag sgrub thams cad cig car bya

dgos pa dang nges yul rang mtshan du grub pa bkag na rang

mtshan de dag nges pa 'i yul du "jog tshul de dag shin tu dka'

zhing nges pa 'iyid du ma gyur nayod nges su mi rung bas mam

gzhag thams cad byar mi rung bar 'gyur te /...

"The first [viz., the presentation of the points of doubt which

arise amongst the knowledgable] is as follows: we see that uni-

versal (spyi = sdmdnya), particular (bye brag = visesa), logical

reason (rtags = linga), what is to be proved (bsgrub bya =

sddhya), example (dpe = drstdnta), negative phenomenon (dgag

pa = pratisedha), positive phenomenon (sgrubpa = vidhi), one

(gcig = eka), different (tha dad = bhinna; ndnd) and so forth

are explained to be superimpositions (sgro btags pa = samdropa;

samdropita) due to thought (rtogpa), and yet if it is so that

when something is a universal it is pervaded by being a su-

perimposition and similarly that logical reasons and the like

are so pervaded, then one can account for neither the sec-

ondary abilities to accomplish an aim (don byed nus pa phal

pa) which are required if we are to seek [certain] fruits, nor
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the main points which we strive after, such as omniscience

and so forth. So then there will be enormous inappropriate

[consequences]. Therefore, one wonders how to combine both,

viz., being able to accept these accounts [of omnisciences,

karmic fruits, etc.] as not being muddled, and [yet] rule out

that universal, common basis (gzhi mthun = samdnddhikarana),

and so forth are established as having the quiddity (de kho na

nyid) of real entities (dngospo). Specifically, if the ascertained

objects (nges yul) of thought apprehending vases or thought

ascertaining omniscience, etc. were to be established as par-

ticulars (rang mtshan = svalaksana), then these thoughts would

be non-erroneous (ma 'khrulba = abhrdnta), and thus all [the

object's] positive and negative [qualities] would have to be es-

tablished simultaneously; if the ascertained objects are ruled

out from being particulars, then it becomes extremely difficult

to account for the particulars [in question] being objects

which are ascertained (ngespa 'iyuldu). And if they are not ob-

jects which are ascertained, then they cannot be ascertained to

exist, so therefore all accounting [for Buddhist doctrines, like

omniscience, etc.] would become absurd."11

Tsong kha pa then goes on to list a number of other wrong positions
and confusions and concludes that the obstacle (gegs) to our under-
standing the logicians' version of conventional and ultimate truths, and
hence all the other points, is as follows:

rtogpa 'iyul rang mtshan may in pa dang rang mtshan rtogpa V

yulyinpagnyis 'gal bar dzinpa nyidyin no /"It is precisely to

grasp as contradictory the pair [of propositions] that the ob-

ject of thought (rtog pa'i yul) is not particular and that par-

ticulars are the objects of thought."'2

The initial doubt expressed in the passage from Tshad ma / brjed byang

is naturally unfounded for Tsong kha pa himself—the passage begins

with a purvapaksa. Tsong kha pa himself maintains a classic "Tibetan"

position, which (as we shall see below) is very widespread in bsdus grwa

logic and must stem from the gSang phu bsdus pa tradition, that although

universal, reason, sadhya, etc. are mentally created, it does not follow that

if x is a universal, etc., xis mentally created. In Tibetan: spyi sgro btags
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pa yin, spyi yin na sgro btags yin pas ma khyab, literally translated as,
"Universal is [a] superimposition, if [something] is [a] universal, it is not
pervaded by being a superimposition." This notion and others like it,
such as sddhya, logical reason, etc., behave in this way in keeping with
a general principle, which is what Tsong kha pa refers to in the passage
concerning the "obstacle" to understanding the two truths: although
objects of thought, such as universal, sddhya etc., are themselves no more
than mind-created appearances/representations (snang ba = pratibhdsa)
or exclusions (Idogpa = vydvrtti), it does not follow that if x is such an
object of thought, A; is mind-created—real particulars can be said to be
the ascertained objects (nges yul), or equally, to use the words of dGe
'dun grub pa and ICang skya rol pa'i rdo rje, they are the explicit ob-
jects (dngosyul) of thought; elsewhere in Tsong kha pa and virtually all
other dGe lugs pa writers on the matter, it is routinely mentioned that
they actually appear (snang ba) to thought.13

rGyal tshab rje, in rNam 'grelthar lam gsal byed, has a longer version
involving several examples of apparent paradoxes or oppositions, in-
cluding our thinking that there must be a contradiction in saying that
appearance (snang ba) to thought is not a particular and that there are
particulars which are appearances (or do appear) to thought. He then
says that the difficult point is that we are reluctant to accept both poles
in the apparent oppositions as being equally established—if we assent
to one, we negate the other. The consequences of not understanding this
compatibility are, according to rGyal tshab rje (who faithfully echoes
Tsong kha pa), serious indeed. We will create a false dilemma: either,
in order to preserve thought's ability to "contact" (regpa) particulars,
we will give up the ^0/^-principle that thought apprehends fictions, ap-
plies by exclusion (sel jug) and does not apply positively (sgrub jug), or
we will end up saying that thought cannot "contact" (regpa) particulars
at all and applies just by its own inflated misconceptions (rlompa tsam
= [abhi]rndnamdtra).H The rest of the account in Tsong kha pa, rGyal
tshab, dGe 'dun grub, ICang skya et al speaks about particulars ap-
pearing as mixed up ('dres nas) with the mind-created appearances/rep-
resentations (snang ba). And the result of all this is that the dGe lugs pa
will diagnose the unconscious error inherent in thought as being that a
conceptually created fictional representation and the particulars appear
(snang ba) to thought as being one (gcig tu) and indistinguishable (so so
dbyer medpa), although they are, in themselves, very different, the for-
mer being unreal, the latter real (see n. 28 below).
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In brief: following Tsong kha pa and rGyal tshab, there are two closely
related key elements which we supposedly have to understand to cor-
rectly grasp the difficult point and hence avoid falling into a seductive
dilemma:

I. The separation between unreal A itself and the various real As: Some-
thing like universal or sadhya itself is unreal, but not all universals, etc.,
are. In other words, universal, sadhya, etc. are not in opposition (gal
ba = viruddha) with real entities, i.e., particulars, but have a com-
mon basis (gzhi mthim = samdnddhikarana) with particulars (see n.
6). Strange as it will probably seem to one used to Indian texts, in this
Tibetan ontology, the various universals (e.g., sound, tree, etc.),
sddhyas (e.g., impermanent things), sddhanas (e.g., products), and so
forth are also particulars! The result is that the dGe lugs pa are obliged
to make an extremely difficult to defend split between sdmdnya ispyi
"universal") and sdmdnyalaksana (spyi mtshan), the latter being only
fictional and completely in opposition with particulars, so that there
are no sdmdnyalaksana which are also real and particular. Whether we
think all this is elegant or not, or philologicaliy sound or not, is an-
other matter, let us just stress for now that what we have described is
an essential feature of the dGe lugs pa system.15

II. What we shall term the "appearance principle": real particulars must
actually appear to thought, be apprehended ('dzinpa) by it, and even
be its explicit object (dngos yul), all be the appearance of particulars
"mixed up" ('drespa) with that of fictions.

First of all, turning to point I, it seems quite clear that Tsong kha pa
thought that the separation between unreal A and real As in the case of
sdmdnya, sadhya, etc. was to be explainedhy the general statement that
"the object of thought is not a particular but particulars are the objects
of thought." A very similar formulation is to be found in ICang skya,
who first cites the cases of sdmdnya, sadhya and the like, and then gives
what he takes to be the reason (rgyu mtshan) why these terms admit a
separation between unreal A itself and real As:



2l8 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

ICang sky a grub mtha'p. 100 ed. Klein; p. 71 ed. rDo rje rgyal
po: de'i rgyu mtshanyang rtogpa V dngosyulgyi rang Idog rang

mtshan ma yin kyang rang mtshan rtogpa'i dngosyuldu 'gyur

ha mi 'galhas /.. ."The reason for this, moreover, is that there
is no contradiction [in the fact] that the *svavydvrtti {rang
Idog, "own exclusion") of (an) explicit object of thought (nog
pa'i dngos yul) is not a particular, but that particulars are ex-
plicit objects of thought."

In fact I think that this quintessential formulation of the difficult
point, in spite of using a phrase like de'i rgyu mtshan, does not actually
explain why sdmdnya, etc. are unreal but sdmdnyas, etc. can be real. What
it and other similar formulations do is much more like restating the
problematic A-As separation in a different, more general form, but our
puzzlement will probably remain. Thus, universal itself (spyi kho rang)
is unreal but universals may not be; appearance to thought (rtogpa la
snang ha) itself is unreal, but the various appearances (or alternatively
those things which appear) may not be (= rtogpa la snang bayin nay de
yin pas ma khyah),16 object of thought (rtog pa'i yul) itself is unreal, but
objects of thought may not be (rtog pa'i yul yin na, de yin pas ma khyab),
etc. etc. Whether we're dealing with universals, appearances or objects
of thought, the logic is the same and turns on being able to speak of un-
real A itself (kho rang) or mere A (tsam)y or the "own exclusion" of A
(rang Uog) in contrast to the various real and particular As.

Now, this differentiation between an A itself and the various As is ex-
tremely foreign to us and seems absent in Indian Buddhist logic. More-
over, for many Tibetans, too, it must have seemed a mysterious, par-
alogicai or even completely sophistical move, as we see by Go rams pa's
characterization of it as just "verbal obscurantism" (tshiggi sgrib g.yogs)
(see n, 6). A tempting way to dismiss the strangeness, would be to say
that we are dealing with no more than language-based problems. In keep-
ing with Go rams pa, we too might think that all this is no more than
wordplay, of about the same level of interest as the numerous bsdusgrwa
tricks turning on features of Tibetan-like ambiguities in the use of the
genitive, etc.—in short, a bad joke which, as usual, does not translate
very well. Or, more charitably, one might wonder, in a Whorfian vein,
if the position in question were not somehow a reflection of metaphysical
features internal to Tibetan itself. I think that both these explanations
would be unsatisfactory. True, there are serious problems of clarity in
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that a sentence like "universal is mind-created" is plainly bad English—
we cannot meaningfully say in a language like English, which has to use
articles for count nouns, that "'universal' or logical reason' is mind-cre-
ated." In Tibetan, which does not use articles, nor generally singular
and plural, one can and does say these things—the result is that our
translation problems become acute and we naturally feel a need to know
whether a Tibetan is speaking about "a universal," "the universal(s),"
"some universals," or "all universals." That said, I don't think we are
dealing with mere sophisms or tricks, nor an incommensurable meta-
physic inherent in the structure of Tibetan or Sanskrit, for in general we
can and do manage to translate very satisfactorily the articleless nouns
in ordinary Tibetan, in Sanskrit, in medieval logic in Latin or in Mo-
hist logic in Chinese by ourselves supplying the "a," "the," "some," or
the generic "the," where necessary.17 The real sticking point is rather
that the dGe lugs pa's own peculiar explanation of the use of nouns to
designate A itself as different from As is very difficult for us to com-
prehend.'8 This, as we shall see, is not at all an explanation which every
Tibetan school adopted, and as such, it does not seem to be due in-
evitably to the features of Tibetan itself. I think it is worth stressing that
we are not faced with the "internal logic" of Tibetan, but rather a choice
by one school as to how to formulate a semantic and metaphysical sys-
tem on the basis of possibilities offered by the Tibetan language. In brief:
although Tibetan makes a dGe lugs pa position possible—it would
probably never be entertained in English—it does not make it inevitable.
We are forced to adopt strange solecistic uses of English in our translations
in order to be able to avoid distorting the dGe lugs pa's peculiar and dead
serious theoretical views on apoha and the semantics of his own language.

Why then did the dGe lugs pa accept this theoretical view that one
had to make distinctions between an unreal entity A itself and real As}
I think that the most satisfactory explanation we can give is that the
dGe lugs pa, and probably the gSang phu-based tradition in general,
seem to have been genuinely unable to find any other way out of the
dilemma described above, where one is supposedly caught between, on
the one hand, contradicting Dignaga and Dharmaklrti by accepting real
universals just like any non-Buddhist heretic, or, on the other hand,
having to say that thought operates only on its own unreal things and
cannot contact particulars at all. In short, it was primarily the inability
to overcome this dilemma in any other way that launched the dGe lugs pa
and their predecessors on the tortuous path of differentiating universal,
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sddhya, vyavrtti, reason, example and so forth from universals, sddhyas,
vydvrttis, reasons and examples. What we see in the opposing arguments
of the Sa skya pa Rigs gter ba is precisely that this type of separation be-
tween unreal A and real As is avoided by means of a very different ex-
egesis of Indian texts, one which allows them to say that all universals,
reasons, examples etc. are indeed unreal (there is no distinction here be-
tween A and As), but that we can nonetheless use them to contact real
entities. The essential points of their explanation turn on Sa skya
pandita's distinction, in Rigs gter 5, between theoretical explanation
('chadpa) and practical application (jugpa)—when we critically explain
what it isy then a term in a reasoning or an object of thought is indeed
only a mentally created universal, but from the practical point of view,
we do, due to unconscious error, "speak about" svalaksana.19 There is
thus, according to the Sa skya pa Rigs gter ba, no need to subscribe to
the fundamental dGe lugs pa idea of universals like byas pa tsam, shing
tsam ("mere product," "mere tree") and so forth really existing in the
full-fledged sense, but being "in" or "substantially identical with" par-
ticulars—this odd position is considered to be a just gross hypostatiza-
tion, like saying that besides our two hands or two eyes, we also have a
really existent "hand" (lagpa) or "eye" (mig).20

There is also, of course, a historical dimension to this A-As separa-
tion. Indeed, as we mentioned earlier, we can be confident that the dGe
lugs pa did not invent the major features of their logic on their own; they
were no doubt following some broad lines already developed by earlier
gSang phu scholars. The A-As separation, and in fact much of the
"dilemma" in the so-called difficult point, was already described by Sa
skya pandita in his critique of certain views on the conceptually created
exclusions (Idogpa - vyavrtti) which Buddhist logic took to be the
pseudo-universals directly expressed by words. Sa pan attacked the (ab-
surd) views professed by "most Tibetans" (bod mams phal cher) and
"most of the [thinkers] of the land of the snows who pride themselves
on being logicians" (kha ba cangyi rtogge bar rlom pa phal che ba rnams),
his polemical shorthand for gSang phu-inspired schools. There are a
number of variations in the presentations of these views being attacked,
but they have the same essential structure of A versus As\ the vyavrtti
itself is conceptually created, but the x which is the vyavrtti may not be.
Glo bo'i mkhan chen speaks of one variant as being that of the later fol-
lowers of the bsduspa (of Phya pa), and not surprisingly, it does indeed
correspond precisely to what we find in dGe lugs pa bsdus grwa texts.21
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Second, how did the dGe lugs pa (and probably some earlier followers
of the gSang phu traditions) come to hold that real particulars actually
appear to thought?22 This "appearance principle" was trenchantly criti-
cized by the Sa skya pa opponents, and especially so by Sakya mchog
ldan, who did not accept that real particulars appeared to thought, were
apprehended by thought, or were explicit objects of thought at all. For
him, adhyavasdya leads to knowledge of particulars by unconscious er-
ror; we call (tha snyad byaspa) the pseudo-sounds, etc. which appear to
thought "substances," but when we critically explain ('chadpa V tshe) the
process, it is only unreal sdmdnyalaksana which actually appear or which
are apprehended.23 In this he was in keeping with the mainstream posi-
tion of Buddhist logic, as found in Dignaga's Pramdnasamuccayavrtti
(PSV) ad 1.2:

svalaksanavisayam hi pratyaksam sdmdnyalaksanavisayam
aniirndnam itipratipddayisydmah /"We will show that per-
ception has [only] svalaksana as its object and inference lias
[only] sdmdnyalaksana as object."

Note that word "only," which is very important here, is not just our
doing: it figures in Jinendrabuddhi's commentary as well as in the ver-
sions of this passage found in the non-Buddhist writers, Mallavadin and
Simhasuri. It does no doubt reflect the usual Indian understanding of
the passage.24

Sakya mchog ldan was also in keeping with statements from Dharma-
kirti (see PVin II.2, 8—10 above), Dharmottara (see above), and with
those of later writers like Jnanas'rimitra and Ratnakirti.2* Indeed, I think
it's safe to say that the Sa skya pas have an overwhelmingly strong case,
for it is almost impossible to defend an interpretation of Dignaga and
Dharmakirti which allows particulars actually to appear to thought, and
what is perhaps worse, to be the explicit objects (dngos yul) of thought.
Interestingly enough, the idea of thought applying by rlom pa tsam or
abhimdnamdtra, an idea which the dGe lugs pa are criticizing as a dis-
astrous consequence of misunderstanding the "difficult point," may well
have Indian antecedents, as it seems to be alluded to by Durvekamisra
in his sub-commentary on the phrase svalaksanam avasitam in the pas-
sage from the Nydyabindutikd which we cited above; Sakya mchog ldan's
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development of the distinction between rlom tshod as opposed to song
tshod may also be related to this idea.26 But, on the other side of the de-
bate, the dGe lugs pa's idea of real particulars actually appearing to
thought does not seem to be present in other Indian writers, although
of course one cannot rule out that there may yet be some or another
source to be discovered. At any rate, there were later thinkers, like
Moksakaragupta who, following Jnanas'rimitra and Ratnakirti, had al-
lowed that universals could appear to perception, but none that I know
of that allowed that particulars could appear to thought or actually be
apprehended by thought.27

Although the dGe lugs pa do, of course, have interpretations of Dig-
naga's and Dharmakirti's key statements about only sdmdnyalaksana be-
ing the objects of thought, in the end it is quite apparent that this textual
exegesis is Intertwined with the other key element of the so-called diffi-
cult point, viz., the separation between unreal A and real As. In brief:
thought's appearing object (rtogpa'isnangyul), its apprehended object
(rtogpa'igzungyul) and the appearance or representation itself (rtogpa /
snang ha) are said to be indeed sdmdnyalaksanas, but not everything
which appears or is apprehended by thought is: rtogpa'i snang yul [or
snang baj spyi tntshan yin; rtog pa la snang na spyi mtshan yin pas ma
khyab. And we are more or less back to where we started, once again
faced with the peculiar talk about an unreal A in itself, as opposed to real
As, being used to save consistency with Indian texts.28

Part of the dGe lugs pa's motivation for insisting that real particulars
must actually appear to thought was an aprioristic reasoning about what
is needed to preserve a distinction between (partially!) right or valid
thoughts, like inferences, and utterly wrong thoughts (log shes), like
thinking that sound is permanent. As we saw in the initial passages
quoted from Tsong kha pa, the idea that all thought just worked by
"inflated misconceptions" (rlom pa tsam = abhimdnamdtra) was taken
to be a catastrophe: this was so for him because if all thought were mere
inflated misconceptions (rlom pa tsam), no distinction between right
and wrong would be possible, and every thought would be simply wrong.
Thus a hierarchy of error was deemed necessary, and the dGe lugs pa
felt that there had to be some point which distinguished the two sorts
of error, viz., valid (tshadma) thought, which is only erroneous in a very
specific way about what appears, and utterly wrong thought (log shes),
where nothing real appears at all and error occurs on the level of deter-
mination.
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Not surprisingly, perhaps, this idea of a twofold hierarchy of error has
only a very strained grounding in Dharmaklrti, who repeatedly stresses
the complete similarity of the psychological processes of valid and ut-
terly wrong thoughts and just relies upon the criterion arthakriyd and
upon indirect causal connections (sambandha) with particulars to make
the necessary distinctions. (See e.g., PV I, k. 81.). Sakya mchog ldan does
not bother with the hierarchy of error at all, and actually speaks of valid
thought about samdnddhikarana, visesa, etc. as being nothing other than
wrong cognitions (logshes kho na), "because they apprehend them by su-
perimposition" (sgro btags nas 'dzinpa'iphyir) (see n. 19 below).

The dGe lugs pa arguments are, I think, so strikingly weak on this
score,29 that one is tempted to look for other explanations. Do all these
"solutions" of dilemmas come down to a case of the fascination which
philosophers have notoriously had with rhetorical parallelisms and in-
versions, thinking that they somehow embody profundity?30 Alas, this
is probably part of what's going on when Tsong kha pa and rGyal tshab
put forth a long series of inversions along the lines of "objects of thought
are not particulars, but particulars are objects of thought." However,
some remarks of Klein, which I have also frequently heard from Ti-
betans, lead me to think that we are not dealing so much with arguments
couched in potent rhetorical figures, as with, above all, a certain fixed
idea or dominant metaphor of how sdmdnyalaksana operates in
thought.31 The dGe lugs model, as Klein very correctly states, is some-
thing like mirroring (a variant on the mirror metaphor which I have of-
ten heard is glass or crystal)—a vase actually appears to thought via a
sdmdnyalaksana, just like an object might actually appear via a mirror
or crystal. Moreover, since thought must understand its object via this
"medium," then if the vase did not appear in this mirror or crystal-like
sdmdnyalaksana, we would not know anything about it all—our ideas
would be just inventions and misconceptions. Representations, appear-
ances, etc. thus end up being taken as faithful duplications, rather than
as constructed proxies which convey only an extremely limited and par-
tial picture of the object and even involve various distortions. Un-
doubtedly, however, it is the latter idea of constructions, rather than
that of sdmdnyalaksana-as-mirvors or sdmdnyalaksana-as-crysta\, which
better captures the sense of invention/creation and imagination in the
term kalpandand which squares with the fundamental idea of Dignaga's
apoha theory that thought functions by exclusion (sel 'jug) to focus on
a very limited number of the object's otherwise many qualities.
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Sdmdnyalaksana-as-mirrots, if we stick to this metaphor, looks more
like a transformation of thought into a type of positive application (sgrub
'jug), like perception, where everything about the object must appear in
an undifferentiated unity. In short, appearance of an object in a mirror
would be a meaningful metaphor only if conceptual representations
were also more or less directly caused by their objects and were not par-
tial in the way all Buddhist logicians say they actually are.32

Finally, it remains to ask how important for dGe lugs pa philosophy was
their "solution" to the dilemma-like difficult point? How much of a role
did it actually play in their apoha-related doctrines? In other words, was
it really the key point for them that they said it was? I think the answer
to the latter question must be a strong "Yes." For better or for worse,
they were right when they spoke about it being, for them, the supreme
difficult point of the logicians' tradition, or the principal obstacle to un-
derstanding the logician's version of the two truths—for them it was
very important, as is clear from even a quick perusal of the list of key
concepts which Tsong kha pa mentioned in the passage from Tshad
ma'i brjed byangwhich we cited earlier on. Indeed, this "difficult point"
was not just important in usual apoha-relatcd problems, such as ques-
tions of universals and semantics, but elements of this doctrine crop up
in numerous other areas of dGe lugs pa philosophy. A few examples
should suffice to show what I mean.

The quirky character of bsdus grwa logic

The differentiation between A and As is extremely widespread in this
system of logic, and does not just involve logical terms like sddhya,
sddhana, etc. One very frequently finds statements along the lines of
shes bya chos can rtagpayin ("knowable thing, the topic, is permanent,
[i.e., unreal]") and shes bya y in na rtagpayin pas ma khyab, dper na gser
bum bzhin ("if something is a knowable thing, it need not be permanent
[i.e., unreal], like a golden vase").33 This and very many other statements
like it turning on the A/As separation are at the core of many of the
seemingly paradoxical examples which M. Goldberg (1985) gave in a list
of "puzzles" found in bsdus grwa. What Goldberg also correctly noticed
was that A itself is sometimes an A and sometimes not, and that it is very
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difficult to give anything other than ad hoc 01 merely intra-systemic ex-
planations as to when one outcome is to be endorsed rather than the
other.34 The word "quirky," as I am using it here, doesn't me;in 'formally
deviant" in the technical sense intended by W.V. Quinc or Susan Haack,
namely, a logic which would reject key classical theorems. Formally
speaking, bsdus grwa is a coherent, functional and even quite a sophis-
ticated system of logic, having analogues to variables, rather unusual
quantifiers and a number of classically behaving formal structures of
implication, contradiction and so forth.35 But, in its semantic aspects, it
is quirky or unpredictable, in that we simply have a hard time saying
convincingly when and why a number of statements should be true and
others false. And this quirkiness is very often due to the recurring prob-
lematical distinctions between A and A's.36

Parallels between the difficult point
in apoha and the two truths in Madhyamaka

In rNam 'grelthar lam gsalbyed, vol. 1, p. 110, we find the following
passage:

bsgrub by a sgrub byed sogs tha dadpa'i cha dang de daggi rang

Idog rtogpas btags (brtags?) par ston pa yin gyi I de dag yin na

rtogpas brtags pas khyab par ston pa ni mam pa kun tu mi rung

ste I lugs gzhan du bden stong don dam pa 7 bden pa yin yang

bden stong yin na des ma khyab par bshadpa bzhin no / /"One

teaches that the fact of there being a difference (tha dad pai
cha) between sddhya and sddhana, as well as the 'own exclu-
sions' (rang Idog = *svavydvrtti) of these [terms, sddhya aiicl
sddhana], are things imagined by thought. However, it is to-
tally wrong to teach that if something is one of these [i.e., if
it is the sddhya or sddhana, etc.] it must be imagined by
thought (rtogpas brtags pa). It is like in another tradition [I.e.,
the Madhyamaka] where it is said that 'void of truth' (bden
stong) is the ultimate truth (don dam bden pa), but that ir
something is void of truth, it need not be the latter [i.e., it
need not be ultimate truth]."

I think that the structure which we have discussed under the problem
of the difficult point, namely A itself being unreal, but A's being real, is
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so obvious here with regard to sddhya, etc. as to need few further re-
marks.37 What is however noteworthy is that, following the dGe lugs pa,
the Madhyamaka gets drawn into using a similar type of logical struc-
ture where one makes a general separation between A and As. In short,
elements of the so-called difficult point in apoha also become key ele-
ments in the dGe lugs pa understanding of Madhyamaka.

Continua and gross objects

The fundamental separation between unreal A and real As is also largely
present in the dGe lugs formulations of an ontology of real continua
(rgyun = samtana) and gross (ragspa - sthula) objects extended in space.
The dGe lugs pa came up with a peculiar interpretation of these two no-
tions so that samtana and sthula themselves are unreal, but if something
is either or these it need not be unreal. Dreyfus (1991: 173ff.) has ex-
plained these positions in mKhas grub rje. What is relevant for us here
is that the passage of mKhas grub rje which Dreyfus cites makes a very
clear connection between the A versus As structure as applied to uni-
versals and the same structure applied to continua and gross objects. In
short, the argument is a pure case of the so-called difficult point.

slJe bdunyidkyi mun sel f. 34a 1—2: spyi dang rags pa dang rgyun

zhes by a ba ni sgro btags rdzas su ma grub pa V spyi mtshan yin

kyang spyi dang rags pa dang rgyun yin na rdzas su grub pa dang

rang mtshan la sogs pa yin par mi 'gal zhing I spyi mtshan yin

pas ma khyab bo Ide'i phyir bum pa Ita bu spyi yang yin rags pa

yangyin rgyun yang yin rang mtshan yang yin la spyi mtshan ma

yin no zhes shespar gyis shig/"When one speaks of universal,

gross object and continuum, they are imagined sdmdnyalak-
sana which are not established as substances. However, it is
not contradictory for something which is a universal, a gross
object or a continuum to be established as a substance and to
be a particular; it does not have to be a sdmdnyalaksana. There-
fore, know that something like a vase is a universal and a gross
object as well as a continuum and a particular, but is not a
sdmdnyalaksana."
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It is high time to draw some conclusions. The above discussion shows,
if there is really still need to show such a thing, the necessity for a crit-
ical historico-philological approach to dGe lugs pa philosophy, an ap-
proach which takes seriously both the Indian and purely Tibetan as-
pects of this complex system. Equally, I think that Paul Williams (1994)
is quite right in saying that this type of material cries out for sensitive
and in-depth philosophical treatment. And that must also mean logical
analysis. Notwithstanding the admirable work of Klein and others, the
whys and wherefores of the logic of the dGe lugs pa system still remain
very obscure—we cannot in future just translate or paraphrase dGe lugs
pa texts and oral traditions on apoha and yet hope to navigate satisfac-
torily through the very complex, and often seemingly paralogical, Ti-
betan arguments. There is, in being "faithful" in this way, the real danger
of an illusory understanding, one where we have essentially just learned
to think adroitly in the same language as rGyal tshab etaly viz., Tibetan
apoha-ese. Lastly, as the dGe lugs pa's own major contribution to apoha-
theory, the so-called difficult point, turns inextricably on two rather
marginal positions probably having little to do with Indian thought, we
should definitively lay to rest the seductive idea of the dGe lugs-gSang
phu tradition being a kind of extremely subtle "magic key" ('phrulgyi
Ide 'u mig) for understanding this vital aspect of Dharmaklrtian episte-
mology.38

N O T E S TO CHAPTER IO

1 Cf. Steinkellner (1979) pp. 26-27; see also PVin- Tiki 7, 1-3 in Steinkell-
ner and Krasser (1989).

2 Certain universals can be said to qualify particular entities due to an indi-
rect causal relation between the particulars, on the one hand, and, on the
other, the thoughts which have these universals as their apprehended objects.
The particulars cause direct perceptions, which leave imprints on one's
mind, and these imprints in turn cause the thought of a universal. The
process was explained by Dharmakirti in various places. See e.g., PV III
(pratyaksa), k. 52-53. Here Dharmakirti was faced with the problem as to
how a universal (sdmdnya) could be connected with real, particular entities
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like form, given that cognitions of universals arise even when the real entity
is absent.

PV III, k. 53: bhdvadharrnatvahdnis ced bhdvagrahanapurvakam I
tajjndnam ity adoso 'yam I. "If it is said that [universals] will lose
[their status of] being properties of entities, this is not a fault, for
the cognition of the [universal] was preceded by an apprehension
of the entity."

Devendrabuddhi, in commenting on k. 53, fleshes out the argument: a
universal Uis a quality of particulars/>,, p2, py etc., because the thought of I
is causally conditioned by tendencies imprinted by direct perceptions of p[}

p2, py these perceptions being causally linked to pv p2, py

PVP 167b8— I68al: gzugs la sogs pa mthong has bsgospa'i bag chags
la brten nas mam par rtogpa skye ba na I rang nyid kyi gzung ba'i
mam pa la gzugs la sogs pa V mam pa nyid du zhen pas 'jugpa de kar
na gzugs la sogs pa mthong ba V stobs kyis skye ba 'iphyir dang I der zhen
pa V phyir dngos po 7 chos yin no zhes tha snyad du by as pa yin pa yin
no //"When thought (vikalpa) arises in dependence upon tendencies
(vdsand) which were instilled due to one's having seen [particular]
forms and so forth, it determines (zhen pa = adhyavasdya) appre-
hended aspects (mam pa = dkdra) of its own as being the aspects of
form and so forth and thus practically applies [to forms, etc.]. In
this way, [thought of form, etc., i.e., thought of the universal] arises
[indirectly] due to the influence of seeing [particular] forms and so
forth, and determines [its own aspects] to be those [i.e., real aspects
of form], and therefore [for these two reasons] one does call [the
universal] a property of the entity."

Cf. Japanese trans, by H. Tosaki (1979), p. 123. See also, e.g.,

PV I, k. 80-81: sa ca sarvah paddrthdndm anyonydbhdvasamsrayah
I tendnydpohavisayo vastuldbhasya cdsrayah IIyatrdsti vastusambandho
yathoktdnumitau yathd I. "Now all this [i.e., thought] is based on
things being separate the one from the other. Thus, it has as object
an exclusion and is the ground for reaching the real entity when it
is necessarily connected with the real entity, as in the case of the in-
ference which was just explained."

See Steinkellner (1971) p. 189ff; Frauwallner (1932) pp. 269-70. For a
dGe lugs pa version of the indirect causal relation with particulars and their
explanation of prdpakatva, see n. 3 below.

3 It is telling that in Tshadma'i brjed byangchen mo 16a6-21b3 (= pp.
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182-93), which is the source for most of the original developments in the
dGe lugs pa theory of apoha, Tsong kha pa devotes about ten pages to the
discussion centered around the "obstacle" (i.e., the "difficult point"), and
then devotes about one line and a half to a perfectly ordinary version of the
causal link between particulars and thought and the way in which we are
"made to reach/obtain" particulars. His version is (21b3-5; p. 193):

rtog pa la brten nas rang mtshan thob pa /' rgyu mtshan don rang
mtshan 'dzin pa 'i mngon sum gyis don du zhen pa / bag chags jog pa V
rgyu byas I bag chags la brten nas don du zhen pa 'i rtog pa skye zhing
des rang mtshan la 'jug par byed cing zhugs pa las don thob mis pay in
no II "The reason for us obtaining particulars (svalaksana) in re-
liance on thought is as follows: the perception (mngon sum =
pratyaksa) which apprehends the svalaksana object constitutes the
cause for instilling a tendency (bag chags = vdsand) for determining
(zhen pa = adhyavasdya) [an appearance] to be the object. In de-
pendence upon the vdsand, a thought arises which determines [the
appearance] as the object and this makes one practically apply one-
self to the svalaksana—due to this practical application the object
can be obtained."

dGe 'dun grub pa, in Tshadma rigs rgyan p. 354, also shows the same
minimal interest in the causal account, dealing with it in even less space: gal
te rtog pa V snang ba dngos por med na rtog pas rang mtshan ji Itar thob ce na /
dangpor rang mtshan 'dzin pa / mngon sum gyis bag chags pa bzhagpa las skyes
pa'i rtog pas rang mtshan la zhen nas zhugs pas rang mtshan thob pay in no /.

4 On this point, see L. van der Kuijp (1985: 33-34).

5 See Dreyfus (1992), (1994), as well as the chapters on universals and
apoha in Dreyfus (1991). The latter work, to which I am heavily indebted,
goes into considerable detail on the debates between the Sa skya pa and dGe
lugs pa thinkers on some of these major issues of episteniology.

6 Thus, Go rams pa, in his Rigsgter dka'gnas 55al-5, criticizes some "Tibe-
tans" (bod dag) who reject real universals (spyi dngospo ba), but accept that
there can be a common basis (gzhi mthun = samdnddhikarana), between
"universal" (spyi) and "real entity" (dngospo). This position, which is exactly
like the dGe lugs pa account of universals in their bsdusgrtca texts, comes
down to saying that "universal itself is unreal, but that there are universals
which are real entities. In short, this is the ubiquitous dGe lugs pa-gSang
phu move of making a separation between an unreal A itself and real A's
which we discuss in detail below. Go rams pa dismisses the move as verbal
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obscurantism (tsbiggi sgrib gyogs), and cites a passage from Sakyabuddhi's
commentary on PV, "There is no real entity at all which is said to be a uni-
versal," concluding with the caustic admonition, "Think about whether or
not they are in contradiction with this proposition!" (sdkya bios / spyi zhes bya
ba V dngos por gyur ba ni cung zad kyangyodpa ma yin no zhes gsungs pa / don
dang 'gal mi gal soms shig). Surprisingly enough, however, Sa skya pandita's
disciple, 'U yug pa rigs pa'i seng ge, was on the realist side of the debate, and
seems to have played a significant role in developing the Tibetan "moderate
realist" view that there are "universals which exist in the [real] objects" (don
la yod pa"i spy i)—see Dreyfus (1992: 39-40). Note that there was also a Rigs
gter commentary by rGyal tshab, the Rigs gter mam bshad, which attempted,
with rather unconvincing arguments, to explain the Rigs gter from the realist
standpoint of the gSang phu tradition. See Dreyfus (1994). See also Jackson
(1987: 157, n. 68), who mentions that according to Sakya mchog ldan
"many of the major seminaries maintained the study or class of the 'Sum-
maries' [Phya pa's bsdus pa) in accordance with the Rigs gter" There were
therefore also syntheses of the Rigs gter ba and Phya pa traditions.

7 The bsdus pa tradition of Phya pa enjoyed considerable prestige for its
sophistication and subtleties even up until around the fifteenth century,
whereas the interest in Rigs gter had comparatively faded in the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries, only to be revived by gYag ston sangs rgyas dpal
and Sakya mchog ldan—see Jackson (1987: 137—38). On gSang phu sne'u
thog, Phya pa and the complex influence of this tradition on the dGe lugs
pa and Sa skya pa, the research is developing rapidly and the references are
becoming numerous: besides the pioneering publications of van der Kuijp
(1978), (1983), see Onoda (1992a), especially chapter 2 (1992b), Dreyfus
(1991), (1994) and Jackson (1987). [Editor's note: see also Dreyfus (1997).]

8 See Tiilemans (1984a: 64-65, n. 5).

9 See van der Kuijp (1983: 46 and 286, n. 173). On Bhavyaraja, see also
Naudou(1968: I83ff.).

10 Pan chen bsod nams grags pa, rNam grel bka' }grel70h (= p. 192): gnyis
pa [i.e., dogs pa skye ba'i rgyu mtshan rtogs dka' ba'i gnas kyi gtso bo] yod de I
rtogpa la bum pa ma yin pa las log par snang ba ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub
pa bkag na I ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa V bum pa ma yin pa las log pa
yang jog mi shes la I bum pa mayin pa las log pa ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub
pas I rtogpa la bum pa mayin pa las log par snang bayang ranggi mtshan nyid
kyis grub par khas len dogs snyam pa ni dogs pa skye ba 'i rgyu mtshan yin pa 'i
phyir /. Note that, if one compares this passage with rGyal tshab's text (see
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n. 14), then it is clear that bSod nams grags pa on occasion speaks of bum

pa mayinpa las log pa where he should have spoken of bum pa mayinpa

las log par snang ba. For Se ra chos kyi rgyal mtshan, see rNam 'grel spyi don

105a et seq. He cites rGyal tshab, but with the spelling dka'gnad rather than
dka 'gnas.

11 Cf Tshad ma rigs rgyan, p. 350, which is very close to this passage.

12 Tshad ma V brjed byang chen mo 19a (= p. 188):

yang rtogpa / nges yul rang mtshan du grub pa gogpa skad by as pa
dang rang mtshan rtog pa V nges yul du bsgrub ma bde nas rtog pas
Horn pa tsam mam sel ngoryodces khas lenpa magtogs don dam bzhag
sa med pas don dam pa'i phyogs la skur pa btab par 'gyur bas kun
rdzob mtha' dag rtog btags tsam du rang lugs la tshad mas legs par
grub pa dang dngos po thams cad rang gi mtshan nyid kyis grub par
jogshes pa 'i bdengnyis kyi rnam dbye jog shes pa'i gegs ni rtog pa'i yul
rang mtshan ma y in pa dang rang mtshan rtog pa'i yul y in pa gny is gal
bar 'dzinpa nyidyin no //"Also once one has said that it is ruled out
that the ascertained object (ngesyul) of thought (rtogpa) is a par-
ticular, and when one has difficulties establishing that particulars are
ascertained objects of thought, then one can only accept that [sddhya,
sddhana, etc.] are just mere inflated misconceptions (Horn pa tsam
= (abhi)mdnamdtra) due to thought or that they exist qua exclusions
(sel ngor yod), but there is no way to account for them as ultimate,
and so one denigrates the side of the ultimate. Therefore, the ob-
stacle to understanding how to account for the division of the two
truths, where one knows how to account for [the facts] that all con-
ventional things are established correctly by a pramdna in this tra-
dition as merely imagined by thought (rtog btags tsam) and that all
real entities are established by their own characters (rang gi
mtshan nyid = svalaksana), is as follows: it is precisely to grasp as con-
tradictory the pair [of propositions] that the object of thought (rtog
pa'i yul) is not particular and that particulars are the objects of
thought."

13 See Tshad ma rigs rgyan, p. 357, rang mtshan rtog pa'i dngos yul yin yang...;
for ICang skya grub mtha'see our quotation in the next section of this article.
"Explicit" (dngos) is to be understood in the context of the Tibetan opposition
between dngos su rtogspa and shugs la rtogspa ("explicit and implicit knowl-
edge/realization"), which figures so frequently in dGe lugs epistemology.
Klein (1986: 135) gives 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa's definition of dngos rtogs:
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"[an awareness] realizing [its object] from the viewpoint of the aspect of
that object appearing to the awareness." To say that a svalaksana is the ex-
plicit object of thought means that it is the object whose aspect appears. For
additional quotations showing the important dGe lugs idea that svalaksana
appear to thought, see n. 28 and n. 14: "When one has [correctly!] estab-
lished that there is a svalaksana which appears as excluded from non-vase
(bum pa may in pa las log par snang ba'i rang mtshan yod par bsgrub pa na)"
See also Tshad ma'i brjed byang 19b3 (= p. 189): gser bum bum par 'dzin pa'i
rtogpa la gser bum bum par snang zhing... Finally, see also the discussion in
Klein (1991: 29-36) for bsTan dar lha ram pa's additional scholastic distinc-
tions between explicit objects of expression (dngos gyi brjodbya) and explicit
expressions (dngos su brjodpa), as well as between explicit apprehensions
(dngos su 'dzin) and explicit realizations (dngos su nogs pa). I think, however,
that it will become clear that that these are rather sterile distinctions, made
to preserve an extremely difficult dialectical situation.

14 Here is the passage from rGyal tshab in full (rNam 'grel thar lam gsal
byed, I, p. 76):

gnyispa [see ibid, p. 74.7: dogs pa skye ba 3i rgyu mtshan rtogs dka'ba V
gnas kyi gtso bo ngos bzung ba] ni / dper brjod na I rtogpa la bum pa
may in pa las log par snang ba ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa bkag
pa na ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa'i bum pa may in pa las log par
snang bayang khegs nas jog mi shes par 'gyur la I bum pa mayin pa
las log par snang ba'i rang mtshan yod par bsgrub pa na rtogpa la
bum pa ma yin par snang ba yang rang gi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa
mi khegs shing rang gi [text: gis] mtshan nyid kyis grub par khas len
dgos la rtogpas btags pa tsam du 'jog mi shes par 'gyur / spyi mtshan
dngospo yin pa bkag na I dngos po nyidkyang khegs nas tshad mas sgrub
mi shes par 'gyur zhing I dngos po khas blangs na spyi mtshan yang
dngos por khas len dgos pa kun rdzob tsam du yod pa dang don dam
du yod pa / chos gnyis I gcig tshad mar bzung nas ci shos sun 'byin pa 'i
gal 'du 'ba'zhig tu 'gyur ba 'di /gzhung lugs 'diV rtogs dka'ba'ignas
kyi gtso bo dam pa yin no // 'di ma rtogs par rang mtshan rtogpa 'iyul
du khas blangs na sgrub 'jug tu song nas tshad ma gzhan don medpar
'gyur ba dang sgra dang rtags la sogs pa sel jug tu khas blangs na I de
dag rang mtshan la ye ma regpar 'jug tshul rnams rlorn pa tsam 'ba'
zhig go snyampa'i log rtog rnams 'byung bar 'gyur ro // mdor na rtog
pas btags tsam gyi chos la tshad ma 'igzhal by a skyon med rang mtshan
dang mtshungspar jog mi shes na I spyir lugs dam pa 'di'i gnad legs
par rtogs pa mi srid cing I khyad par tha snyad tsam du yod pa V kun
rdzob kyi don ma rtogs par 'gyur la I de nyid dang don byed nus pa'i
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gzhi mthun khas blangs na lugs 'di'i thun mong mayinpa'i don dam
gyi tshidmi rtogspar 'gyur// "Secondly [the recognition of the main
point which is difficult to understand and is the reason for doubts
arising] is as follows. Let's take some examples. When one has ruled
out 'appearance to thought as excluded from non-vase, [where this
appearance is] established by its own characteristics' (rtogpa la bum
pa ma yin pa las logpar snang ba ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa),
one would also rule out and then be unable to account for 'ap-
pearance to thought as excluded from non-vase [where the vase is]
established by its own characteristics' (ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub
pa'i bum pa ma yin pa las log par snang ba). When one has estab-
lished that there is a svalaksana which appears as excluded from
non-vase (bum pa ma yin pa las logpar snang ba'i rang mtshan yod
par bsgrubpa na), one would then also not rule out 'appearance to
thought as excluded from non-vase, [where this appearance is] es-
tablished by its own characteristics,' and one would [feel he] was
obliged to accept that it [i.e., this appearance] was established by its
own characteristics (ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub par), so that one
would be unable to account for it being merely imagined by thought
(rtogpas btagspa tsam du),. When one has ruled out ' sdmdnyalaksana
which is a real entity' (spyi mtshan dngos po yin pa), one would
thereby rule out real entityness (dngos po nyid) too and be unable
to establish it by means of a pramdna, and when one has accepted
'real entity' (dngos po) one would [feel he] was obliged to accept
that the sdmdnyalaksana was also a real entity. The two [sorts of]
dharmas which exist ultimately and those which exist merely con-
ventionally would become just a collection of contradictions so that
when one was established by a pramdna the other would be re-
futed—this constitutes the supreme main point which is difficult
to understand in this tradition (gzhunglugs 'di'i rtogs dka'ba'ignas
kyigtso bo dam pa yin). When one doesn't understand it, then wrong
views will arise, such as thinking that if one accepted that a
svalaksana was an object of thought, then [thought] would apply
positively (sgrub Jug) und then other pramdnas would be useless, or
if one accepted that words, logical reasons, and so forth applied by
exclusion (sel jug), they could not contact svalaksana at all and the
way they applied would just be by mere inflated misconceptions
(rlom pa tsam). In short, if one is unable to account for dharmas
which are just imagined by thought being similar to the svalaksana
which are faultless objects of pramdnas, then in general one cannot
understand well the points of this supreme tradition and, in par-
ticular, one will not understand conventional states of affairs which
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exist simply by vyavahdra. But if one accepts [that there is] a com-
mon basis (gzhi mthun - samdnddhikarana) between that [i.e., the
conventional] and what is able to accomplish an aim, one will not
understand the special way of the ultimate in this tradition."

15 The "fictions" (brtagspa I btagspa) of which we are speaking are sdmdnya-
laksana, and are generally termed object-universals (don spyi = arthasamdnya).
The term figures prominently in Tibetan texts stemming from the gSang
phu tradition: its use by "Tibetans" (bod mams - the followers of Phya pa) is
discussed polemically in Rigs gterl and Rigs gter rang 'grel, where Sa skya
Pandita argues extensively against the Phya pa tradition's position that don
spyi Is an object of thought; Sa pan considered this don spyi not to be an ob-
ject (yul) at all, just like nonexistent things. See Fukuda et al. (1989: lOff.) Sa
pan was also very aware of Indian uses of the terms sabdasdmdnya and
arthasamdnya in the Sammitiya tradition; this Sravaka school (contrary to
Phya pa and his followers) took the two sdmdnya to be established as sub-
stances (rdzas su grub pa). See Rigs gter rang grel ad 1.1; Fukuda et al (1989:
34). The pair sabdasdmdnya (sgra spyi) and arthasamdnya (don spyi) also has
definite antecedents in Dignaga's apoha theory; see the very lucid article by
Pind (1991) in which he examines passages from PS V and from Dignaga's
lost text, the Sdnidnyapariksd, to show how Dignaga construed the
vdcyavdcaka ("signified-signifier") relation as holding between two types of
universals, sabdasdmdnya and arthasamdnya, rather than between particular
words and objects (sabdavisesa and arthavisesa). As Pind points out,
Dignaga's views are similar on this score with those of Bhartrhari—only the
word-type or jdtisignifies—and go back to Katyayana. Dharmaklrti, how-
ever, adopted a somewhat different position in which sabdasdmdnya had a
lesser role. Pind (1991: 277) argues that although the terms do figure every
once in a while in subsequent Indian texts (e.g., Vinltadeva's Nydyabindutikd
on NB 1.5s definition of kalpand, ed. Louis de la Vallee Poussin, p. 41), "the
concepts of arthasamdnya and sabdasdmdnya no longer play any role in post-
Dharmaklrti Buddhist epistemology." I think it is important to note that this
is true, but only for the major Indian authors: somehow or another, the Phya
pa tradition resurrected these terms—possibly from Digndgean sources or from
a minor figure like Vinitadeva—and used them constantly to interpret Dhamia-
kirti. It is ironic that this comparatively minor technical term arthasamdnya
(don spyi), which seems to have largely fallen out of favor in India after Dig-
naga, came to be used virtually everywhere in dGe lugs pa philosophy in the
sense of a "mental image" or "conceptual representation."

16 rtogpa la snang bayin na (or snang no) rang mtshan yin pas ma khyab
admits of two translations which are quite different for us: a. "If something
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is an appearance to thought, it is not pervaded by being particular"; b. "If
something appears to thought, ...." There is often an ambiguity in Tibetan
between nouns and verbs, and this is the case here with snang ba ("something
which appears"; "appearance"). The result is that this specific example pre-
sents an additional problem of imprecision, one which does not occur in the
case of "object of thought" (rtogpa'iyul), "universal" (spyi), "reason" (gtan
tshigs), etc. which do not have the possibility of being taken as verbal forms.

17 1 don t want to rule out the possibility of someone doing a study on how
fundamental Tibetan notions of being, existence, instantiation, predication,
etc. are conditioned by features inherent in the Tibetan logical language.
Here one would have to take account of the blurring in the count noun ver-
sus mass noun distinction. It would indeed be valuable to do a study along
the philologically rigorous lines of A.C. Graham's Dispnters of the Tao
(1989), Later Mohist Logic, Ethics and Science (1978) and his earlier "Being
in Western Philosophy Compared with Shih/Feiand Yu/Wu in Chinese Phi-
losophy" {Asia Major!', 1959), or one in the same vein as Chad Hansen's
work on Chinese in Language and Logic in Ancient China, 1983. Moreover,
such a study would have to take very seriously the Quinean ideas of ontologi-
cal relativity and indeterminacy of translation. That said, however, the
specific feature we are speaking of now, i.e., the A-As separation, is probably
too theoretical and philosophically inspired to be good material for this sort
of approach.

18 An overly facile way out would be to say that Tibetan locutions along
the lines of "A itself are actually expressing A-ness or "being an A." Thus,
on this scenario, there would be little difficulty in saying that A-ness or "be-
ing an An is mind-created, but that the individual As are not. Unfortunately,
this move would only work in a very limited number of cases. If we applied
the same interpretation to bum pa kho ra/zg("vase itself) and most other
such banal cases, we would go against what the dGe lugs pa themselves
accept: for them, bum pa kho rang is not to be taken as mind-created, nor is
it to be taken as the same as vaseness or "being a vase," two notions which
figure regularly in Tibetan and which would be better expressed by bum pa
nyid and bum pa yin pa respectively.

19 Rigsgter&b6 (ed. Nor bu, p. 120):

'chad dang jug pa 'i gang zaggi II dbye has gnyis gnyis mam pa bzhi II
'chad tshe mam par phye bos mkhas II jug tshe gcig tu 'khrul bas thob
//"There are two [types of significata (brjodbya - vdcya)} and two
[types of signifiers (brjod byed - vdcaka)], in other words, four sorts,
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according to whether one classifies a person as explaining critically
('chadpa) or as practically applying (jugpa = pravrtti). When ex-
plaining critically, one is an expert [on modes of being (gnas lugs)}
due to making distinctions. When practically applying, one erro-
neously takes [the svalaksana and sdmdnyalaksana] to be identical
and thus [by using agreed-upon symbols (brda = samketa)] one ob-
tains [the svalaksana object]."

Additions follow the Rigsgter rang grel 43b4-6 (ed. Nor bu, p. 120). See
e.g., Tshad ma rigs gter dgongs rgyan smadcha 56a (= p. I l l ) :

des na grub pa 7 don ni I 'chad tshe'i mam gzhag la brjod byed sgra 7
brjod by a dang / rtogpas bzung ba dang 'dzin pa dang rtogs pa yin na
rang rntshan min dgos hx I jug pa 7 tshe na sgra 7 dngos kyi brjod by a
dang rtogpas dngos su bzung ba sogsyin na rang mtshan min mi dgos
zhes zhib cha sbyar bar bya'o / / 'Thus the point which is proven is
as follows: In an account where one explains things critically, then
the significata (brjod bya = vdcya) of signifying words, or the things
which are apprehended by thought and which thought apprehends
or knows, must not be particulars, but in the context of practical
application, the explicit significata of words and the things explic-
itly apprehended by thought need not be non-particulars. One
should be careful about this."

An equally very important distinction, found extensively developed in
Sakya mchog Idan's account of terms in reasonings, is that between an x'm
terms of what it is (songtshod) and in terms of the inflated misconceptions
about it (rlom tshod), the former being a mind-created apoha and the latter
being a svalaksana. Thus e.g., Tshad ma rigs gter dgongs rgyan smad cha f.79a,
p. 149 on samdnddhikarana, visesa, etc.:

yang song tshod kyi gzhi 'thun dang bye brag ni shing dang tsan dan
gyi Idogpagnyis tshogspa'i gzhan selde nyidyin la I rlom tshod ni tsan
dan rang mtshan pa de nyid do I de Itar rlom pa rtogpa de yang tsan
dan gcig nyid du ?nar med bzhin du sgro btags nas 'dzin pa 'iphyir log
pa 7 shes pa kho na 'o I de Ita na yang shing la Itos pa 7 spyi dang gzhi
'thun 'dzin pa 7 rtogpa chos can I shinggsal rang mtshan la mi bslu ba

yin te I de la rgyud nas 'brel zhing de yul du byed pa 'iphyir I nor bu 7
W la nor bur zhen pa 7 bio bzhin no //.

See Dreyfus (1991: 246, 248 etpassim).

20 See Tshad ma rigs gter dgongs rgyan smad cha 7 6b-77a (= pp. 152—53).
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21 See Rigs gter W (in bold letters below) and the Rigsgter rang grel7b4~5

and 38b3-5 (ed. Nor bu, p. 11 and 109):

gal te khyed kyi Idogpa de II dngos po yin na spyi dang mtshungs II
dngos med yin na dgos nus med II des na Idogpa mi dgos lo If Idog
pa 'anggzhan selde dngos po yin na spyi dngos por 'dodpa la brjodpa 'i
sky on mtshungs la I dngos med yin na ci'ang med pas dgos nus med do
zhe na I 'di V Ian la gnyis las gzhan gyi Ian dgag na I }di la bod nams
phal cher ni II dngos po V Idogpa dngos por 'dod II kha ba can gyi
rtogge bar rlom pa phal che ba rnarns dngos medkyi Idogpa dngos med
yin yang dngos po V Idogpa dngos po yin te dngos po dang ngo bo dbyer
med pa 'iphyir ro zhes zer ro / /" [Objection:] If vydvrttis are real en-
tities (dngospo = bhdva; vastu) for you then they will be like uni-
versals. If they are unreal, then they won't be of any use. Thus, it
would follow that vydvrttis would be unnecessary. Suppose it is
said that if a vydvrtti or an anydpoha is a real entity, then the faults
will be like those which were stated when it was accepted that uni-
versals were real entities, but if they are unreal, then they won't be
of any use whatsoever. To this there are two replies. First, let us re-
fute the reply of some adversaries. In this vein, most Tibetans ac-
cept the vydvrtti of real entity to be (a) real entity. Most of the
[thinkers] of the land of the snows who pride themselves on being
logicians say that although vydvrtti of non-entity (abhdva) is non-
entity, the vydvrtti of real entity (bhdva) is real entity, because the
former is essentially indistinguishable from real entity."

Sakya mchog ldan sums up these views {Rigs gter dgongs rgyav smadcha, p.
152):

bod snga phyi thams cad na re I shing tsam de shing gi Idog pa yin
zhingl rdzas sn grub pa yang yin no zhes zer ro I "All earlier md later
Tibetans say that mere tree is the vydvrtti of tree and that [mere
tree] is established substantially (rdzas su grub pa)'."

Note too that Glo bo'i mkhan chen distinguishes between two variants of
the "Tibetan" view: 1. that the vydvrtti of bhdva is bhdva, and 2. that only
bhdva (dngospo nyid) is the vydvrtti of bhdva. He attributes the latter view to
latter exponents of the bsdus pa (i.e., the Tshad ma'i bsduspa of' l'hya pa). In-
deed this second variant is precisely the view which we find in the dGe lugs
pa's bsdus grwa texts. See Glo bo'i mkhan chen (Tshad nut rigs gter gyi grel
pa, p. 118):

di'i Ian la I kha ba can gyi rtogge par rlom pa snga phyi phal mo che
mams na re I dngos med kyi Idogpa dngos med yin yang I dngos po V
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Idogpa dngos po yin te I dngos po dang dngos po'i Idogpa dbyer med
pa yin pa V phyir ro zhes zer ro I I' yangphyi rabs kyi bsdus pa smra ba
mams ni dngos po nyid kyang dngos po / Idogpa yin no zhes zer ro II.

22 Cf. Klein (1991: 29-36). What is at stake in the dGe lugs pa theory is
not just the (banal) idea of one thing seeming to be another, but the idea of
both things actually appearing, but mixed up—this idea looks un-Indian. A
possible factor in the dGe lugs-gSang phu tradition adopting the idea of par-
ticulars actually appearing indistinguishably mixed up with fictions may have
been their very confused understanding of Dharmakirti's definition of
thought. 7 heir version of this definition and an indigenous bsdus pa or bsdus
grwa-style adaptation of it may have led them to think that Dharmaldrti
himself regularly had recourse to the notion of "mixed or indistinguishable
appearances" or of "two things which appear mixed up as one and which are
indistinguishable from the point of view of appearance" (de gnyis gcig tu 'dres
nas snang zhing snang ngor so so dbyer med pa). See Tshad ma V brjed byang
chen mo, p. 189. See also Tshad ma rigs rgyan, p. 353 and ICang sky a grub
mtha\ p. 100, where virtually the exact same passage from Tsong kha pa is
cited. (It is noteworthy that someone like ICang skya discusses the "difficult
point" with its use of the idea of 'dres nas snang and then proceeds directly to
a discussion of the definition of thought which uses 'drer rung tu 'dzin pa and
'drer rung tu snang ba). The definition of thought given in Dharmaklrti's
Pramdnaviniscaya and Nydyabindu 1.5 reads: rtogpa ni brjodpa dang 'drer
rung ba snang bai shes pa. The Sanskrit admits of two versions depending
upon whether we read the tatpurusa compound °pratibhdsapratltih or a
bahuvrihi, °pratibhdsd, qualifying pratitih: abhildpasamsargayogyapratibhdsa-
pratitih kalpand or abhildpasainsargayogyapratibhdsd pratitih kalpand. Choos-
ing the tatpurusa version, we should have a translation like that of Hattori
(1968: 85): "a cognition of [aj representation which is capable of being asso-
ciated with a verbal designation" (Kajiyama [1966: 41] is identical apart
from translating abhildpa as "words"). If, however, we follow Dharmottara's
Nydyabindutikd and read °pratibhdsd, as seems preferable, we would have
something like "kalpandh a cognition in which a representation is capable
of being associated with a verbal designation."

First of all, we should note that drer rung ba snang ba'i shes pa corresponds
to the tatpurusa samsargayogyapratibhdsapratitih, and that 'dre = samsarga
does not have the sense here of being "indistinguishably mixed up," nor is it
at all commented upon in that way by Dharmottara: rather it simply means
"being associated." Secondly, the natural tendency in Tibetan is to read
snang ba (- pratibhdsa) as a verb beginning a relative clause, i.e., "to which
appears ...," rather than the correct way, which is as the noun "representa-
tion"/"image." Thirdly, Tibetan texts often, but not always, read rung bar,
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rather than rung ba, and thus further change the sense radically. The result of
all this is that the frequent Tibetan misinterpretation of this definition be-
comes something like "thought is a cognition to which [something] appears
as capable of being mixed up with an expression." Apart from a perhaps
somewhat doubtful rendering of snang ba'ihy "perceives," Klein (1991: 138)
is quite faithful to this misunderstanding when she translates: "a thought
consciousness is a consciousness which perceives [a meaning-of-a-term] as
suitable to be mixed with an expression."

To conclude: My argument is admittedly speculative, but I think it is
worthwhile to consider if the Tibetans may have started on a wrong track
due to some fairly rudimentary philological errors. They may well have come
up with a notion of 'dres nas snang ba, based on a misinterpretation of Pramd-
naviniscaya and Nydyabindus term samsargayogyapratibhdsapratiti (- 'drer rung
bafrjsnang ba'ishespa) as "a cognition to which [something] appears as capa-
ble of being mixed up with..." The misconstrual ofsnang ba'i coupled with
'drer in Nydyabindu and Pramdyiaviniscaya might well, therefore, have created
(already in the earlier gSang phu schools?) a kind of pseudo-precedent for an
Indian source which spoke of two things actually appearing to thought, or x
actually appearing to thought as indistinguishably mixed up with y.

Finally, note that the dGe lugs-gSang phu tradition came up with their
own definition of thought, sgra don 'dres rung tu 'dzin pa'i bio "a cognition
which apprehends a sabdasdmdnya and an arthasdmdnya as fitting to be
mixed up," as a reworking of Dharmaklrti's definition in PVin. See n. 15
on the bona fide Indian terms sabdasdmdnya and arthasdmdnya. While rGyal
tshab and dGe dun grub pa took sgra don as sgra spyi and don spyi, mKhas
grub rje protested that this was impossible, and he, as well as ICang skya,
came up with a different definition (sgra don 'dzinpa'i bio) in order to be
able to take sgra don as the equivalent of Dharmaklrti's use of sabddrtha
("object of a word") in PV III, k. 287. See Tshadma rigs rgyan, p. 36ff.
(definition of rtogpa); sDe bdunyid kyi mun set 56b—57b (= pp. 114—16);
ICang skya grub mtha, p. lOOff; Klein (1991: 129-40). mKhas grub, for
example, argued, inter alia, that rGyal tshab's version of sgra don 'dres rung
tu 'dzinpa'i bio was absurd because "it is contradictory to accept that the
meaning of'mixed up' would be that name and object would appear as
identical; if we did, then one would have to accept that the meaning of

'being fitting to be mixed up' was also that the name and object were fitting
to appear as identical" (57a: 'dres pa 'i don ming don gcig ha bur snang ba la
'dodpa ang gal ba yin te I de Ita na I 'drer rung ba V don kyang ming don gcig
Ita bur snang du rung ba la 'dod dgos I). This turns on the misunderstanding
of samsargayogya I 'drer rung ba as "fit to be indistinguishably mixed up," the
misreading rung tu and the reading of snang ba as a verb rather than as the
noun pratibhdsa, "representation." In conclusion, I think that we can safely
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say that this discussion (and especially the "refutations" in mKhas grub and
ICang skya) was a confused debate, where a misreading of PVin's definition
and its equally doubtful transformation into an indigenous Tibetan version,
led to a long, but woolly and useless controversy.

23 Cf. e.g., Tshadma rigsgter dgongs rgyan (smadcha) 5 lb-52a (= pp. 102-3):
'di dag la [i.e., rdzas, log pa, gsalba, dngos po la sogs pa la] gnyis gnyis te Idon
la gnaspa 'i rdzas sogs dang I sel ngo 'i rdzas la sogs pa '01 dangpo ni / don la gnas
pa V sgra rang mtshan pa Ita bu '01 gnyis pa ni I rtogpa la snang ba / sgra la sogs
pa 0 // di nigzhan sel kho nay in gyi / rdzas la sogs pa mtshan nyidpa min kyang
rtogpa la snang ba 'i sgra sogs la / don rang mtshan gyi sgra sogs su zhen nas zhugs
pas / mthar de rang mtshan la mi bslu ba 'i phyir / rdzas la sogs pa / tha snyad
byaspayin no //. Ibid. 55b-56a (= pp. 110-11): sgra mi rtag rtogs kyi rjes dpag
tshad mas sgra mi rtag pa rang mtshan rtogs so zhes tha snyad by as pa de ni 'jug
tshe gcig tu 'khrulpa 'i mam gzhag lay in gyi I 'chad tshe mam par phye ba V
mam gzhag la min te I 'chadpa / tshe rtogpas rang mtshan 'dzin naji skad bshad
pa'i rigs pas gnod pa'i phyir I 'di la bodphyi ma mams rtogpas rang mtshan
dngos su 'dzin na zhes pa 'i zhib cha sbyor modi gzhunggi don may in te I rang
mtshan 'dzin na dngos su 'dzin dgos te / rang mtshan gyi gzhan sel 'dzin pa 'i bio
yin na rang mtshan 'dzinpar 'gal ba'iphyir /.

24 For Dignaga's PSV, see Hattori (1968: 24 and n. 1.14). Significantly,
Hattori takes svalaksanavisayarn pratyaksam and sdmdnyalaksanavisayam
anumdnam as "perception has only the particular for its object and inference
only the universal" (my italics). Mallavadin and Simhasuri speak of
svalaksanavisayaniyatam and sdmdnyalaksanavisayaniyatam and Jinendra-
buddhi's Pramdnasamuccayatikd adds kho na = eva,

25 Jnanasrimitra, Apohaprakarana, 226.2: adhyavasdyas tv agrhite pipra-
vartanayogyatdnimittah. See the discussion of Jnanasri's position in Katsura
(1986b). Katsura (1986b: 176) sums up the usual Indian position: "Thus,
roughly speaking, an external particular object (svalaksana) is the indirect
object to be determined and acted upon by conceptual knowledge, and a
mental image (which is sdmdnya-Uiksana) is the direct object to be grasped
by conceptual knowledge."

26 Dharmottarapradipa, p. 72.20-21: svalaksanam avasitam ity etadapy

abhimdndd abhidhiyate I napunah svalaksanam avasdyasya gocarah I "When
[Dharmottara] speaks of the "determined particular," this too is said because
of inflated misconception: the particular is not, however, the object of the
determination." For Sakya mchog Idan's terms song tshodand Horn tshod, see
n. 19 above.
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27 See Tarkabhdsd§7.\ and also Kajiyama (1973: 166).

28 Cf. the debate in Yongs 'dzin bio rigs 4b: kho na re I bum pa chos can I rang
'dzin rtogpa 'i 'dzin stangs kyi yulyin par thai I bdag med yin pa 'i phyir / khyab

pa khas I 'dod mi mis te I rang 'dzin rtogpa 'i snangyidyin pa V phyir te / de Li
snang ba'i phyir na ma khyab I. In the last line of this argument the opponent
says that the vase must be the appearing object (snangyul) of the thought of
vases because it appears to that thought. The reply is short and swift: "That
does not follow" (ma khyab). rGyal tshab gives the usual explanation in all its
details in rNam 'grel thar lam gsal byed, vol. 1, 104—6:

shing mayin las log par snang ba de phyi rolgyi gsal ba mains la rjes
su 'gro ba 'i spyi yin nam / bio 'i snang ba kho na la rjes su 'gro I dang
po Itar na I shing gsal rang mtshan pa mams rtogpa la shing mayin
las log par snang ba de yin dgos pas I rang mtshan rtogpa V snang yul
du mi rung bar khyod kyis khas blangs pa dang 'gal la I gnyis pa Itar
na yangkhyed ky is shing gsal mams 'bras bu mtshimgs shing/ shing ma
yin las logparyang mtshimgs pas shing mayin las log pa dang/ shing
mayin las log par snang ba gnyis de daggi spyir khyed kyis bzhagpa
dang 'gal lo // mi rtagpa dang bdag med la sogs pa de dag kyang rtog
pa 'i snang ba tsam kho nar zadpas I bio 'i snang ba tsam las tha dad
pa V mi rtagpa dang bdag med sogs dngos po V gnas tshod kyi chos ma
yin zhing de dag mi rtogs par 'gyur la I de ha na khyed kyis bstan bcos
su spyi danggzhi mthun dang bsgrub by a sgrub byed la sogs pa 'i niam
gzhagdu ma zhig by as pa dgos pa cung zad kyang med par gyur ro zhe
na zhes pa '0 (I

Ian ni I shing mayin las log par snang ba rtogpas btags shing don byed
mi nus kyang shing gsal rang mtshan pa rtogpa la shing mayin Its log
par snang bayin pa la 'gal ba cung zad kyang med pas de dag spyi gsal
du 'thad Li / de Ita na yang rang mtshan rtogpa'i gzung yul du thai
bar mi 'gyur te / rtogpa la shing gsal rang mtshan yang shing ma yin
las log par snang / rang la rgyangs chad du snang ba / shing 'dzin rtog
pa V gzung by a de yang rtogpa la shing ma yin Lis log par snang bas
shing mayin las log pa yin pa dung mayin pa gnyis I rtogpa la shing
mayin las log par 'dres nas snang zhing so sor mi snang bas de ma yin
bzhin du der snang ba des bsgribs nas shing ma yin his log pa / thun
mong mayinpa'i ngo bo de Igzhan dang ma 'drespar rnthong mi nus
pas shing rang mtshan gzung yul du thai bar ga la 'gyur / spyi gzhi
mthun dang I bsgrub bya sgrub byed sogs kyi rang Idog mam par rtog
pa 'i snang ba kho nas zad kyang de daggi gzhir dngos po 'i chos mams
kyang 'gyur bas I spyi chos la jus nas Ikoggyur gyi rang mtshan mams
go bar byed pas I de dag nignas skabs dang mthar thuggi don rtogs pa 'i
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thabs su by as pas dgospa tried par mi 'gyur ro II

"Objection: This 'appearance as excluded from non-tree' (shing ma
yin las log par snang ba de), is it a universal (spyi = sdmdnya) which
is co-present in the external instances, or is it co-present only in
mental appearances (bio V snang ba kho na). In the first case, the par-
ticular tree-instances would have to appear to thought as excluded
from non-trees, and thus, granted that [according to your position]
a svalaksana cannot be thought's appearing object (rtogpa'i snang
yul), there would be a contradiction with what you accept. In the
second case, too, for you the tree-instances would have similar ef-
fects and would also be similar in being excluded from non-tree, and
thus there would a contradiction with your having posited 'excluded
from non-tree' (shing ma yin las log pa) and 'appearance as excluded
from non-tree' (shing ma yin las log par snang ba) as both being uni-
versals of those instances. Since impermanence, selflessness and the
like would also be nothing more than mere appearances to thought,
then impermanence, selflessness, etc. different from these mere men-
tal appearances would not be qualities belonging to the real being
of entities and the latter [qualitiesj would not be understood. In that
case, there would no point whatsoever for you to formulate, in trea-
tises, numerous accounts concerning sdmdnya, samdnd-dhikarana,
sddhya, sddhana, etc.

The reply is as follows. Although 'appearance as excluded from non-
tree' (shing ma yin las log par snang ba) is imagined by thought and
is not capable of accomplishing an aim (don byedmi nus), still there
is absolutely no contradiction for the particular tree-instances to
appear to thought as excluded from non-trees (shing gsal rang
mtshanpa rtogpa la shing ma yin las log par snang bayinpa). There-
fore, it is logically correct for these to be [respectively] universals and
instances. And in that case, there would not be the absurd conse-
quence that a svalaksana would be thought's apprehended object
(rtog pa / gzung yul = grdhyavisaya). The particular tree-instances
appear to thought as excluded from non-tree; what is apprehended
(gzung bya) by thought grasping trees and appears to it to be some-
thing separate also appears to thought as excluded from non-tree;
so, both what is and is not excluded from non-tree are mixed up and
then appear ('dres nas snang) to thought as being excluded from
non-tree, and do not appear separately; and therefore due to this ap-
pearance as such [i.e., as excluded from non-tree] all the while not
being so [i.e., excluded from non-tree], it [i.e., thought] is obscured
and cannot therefore see the special nature of'exclusion from non-



ON THE SO-CALLED DIFFICULT POINT 243

tree' in a way which is not mixed up with anything else. Thus, how
could there be the absurd consequence that the particular tree would
be the apprehended object (gzungyul = grdhyavisaya)? Although
the *svavydvrtti (rang Idog) of sdmdnya, samdnddhikarana, sddhya,
sddhana and so forth are nothing more than just appearances to
thought (rtogpa i snang ba), dharmas which are real entities (dngos
po)are also the bases (gzhi) of these [notions, i.e., of sdmdnya, etc.],
and so by grasping dharmas which are universals (spyi'i chos), one
makes understood imperceptible (Ikoggyur = paroksa) particulars,
and for this reason because these [sdmdnya, sddhya, etc.] are there-
fore means for understanding states of affairs which are real condi-
tions and are ultimate, they will not be pointless."

29 See Tsong kha pa, Tshadma'i brjedbyangchen mo 20a-b (= pp. 190-1)
on the way in which some thought is in error concerning its appearing object
(snangyul), but is not utterly wrong: gser bum bum par snang ba de nyidphyi
rolgyi don dang bum may in las log pa may in bzhin du de gnyis gcig Ita bur
snang bas snang yul la 'khrul bay in no II yul la jug pa / tshe gser bum bum par
snang baphyi rolgyi don du medpa laphyi roldon du zhen nas jugpayinyang
I bio V ydzin stangs la gser bum bum pa 'o snyam du 'dzin gyi sgra don bum pa *o
snyam pa dang gser bum gyi snang ba *di nyid bum pa '0 snyam du zhen pa sogs
medpas zhen yul la 'khrul ba V sky on med do //. ICang sky a grub mtha' (p. 100
ed. Klein; p. 71 ed. rDo rje rgyal po) is a condensed version of the same and
is translated in Klein (1991: 129). See also ibid. p. 129 for the standard dGe
lugs pa view, which is summarized by a Tibetan informant:

1) appearance (the actual object) and imputation (the mental im-
age) appear undifferentiably mixed, and 2) the image of pot ap-
pears to be a pot but is not. Although an image and a pot appear to
be one, thought does not actively conceive them to be one. Thus, it
is not a wrong consciousness (logshes) even though it is a mistaken
consciousness ('khrul shes). [The italics are those of Klein.]

Similar explanations by Tibetan informants are found in Napper (1986;
132ff); see also Klein (1986: 15-6).

The central idea of Tsong kha pa etal. can be paraphrased as follows: /.
Thought practically applies by determining a fictional representation to be
the external object. 2. However, in its way of apprehension (blo'i 'dzin stangs
la) it does not consciously entertain the proposition: "a fiction is a particu-
lar." Thus one is not deceived with regard to the adhyavaseya, in that one
does not explicitly or consciously hold that the fictional representation is
the particular. (Indeed, if in thinking, one constantly had before one's mind
absurd propositions like "the sdmdnyalaksana is the particular," it would be
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impossible to distinguish valid thought, like inferences, from utterly wrong
conceptions (logshes). It's hard to see that anyone would want to contest this
idea of Tsong kha pa, as it looks like little more than a restatement of the
central idea of thought proceeding by unconscious error. On the other hand,
it's also extremely difficult to see that this truism about not consciously and
explicitly thinking "the sdmdnyalaksana is the particular," would prove that
the error in thought had to be on the level of appearances and not determi-
nations.)

30 Cf. William James' pronouncement that the rational statement is that we
feel sorry because we cry, not that we cry because we are sorry, cited in
Kripke (1982: 93, n. 76). Kripke gives a list of these surprisingly frequent in-
versions and parallelisms in philosophy, including examples from James,
Hume and Wittgenstein. The statement "the object of thought is not a par-
ticular, but particulars are objects of thought" is, however, in all fairness, not
quite the same thing as what Kripke is describing, in that Kripke's examples
all involve a "because"-clause and work their effect by reversing philosophical
priorities. Nonetheless, the phenomenon of an inversion seeming to be "sub-
tle" and to undo a conceptual knot is there too.

31 See Klein (1986: 136): "In other words, just like looking in a mirror can
cause one to realize something about the reflected image, so through the im-
age of an object thought can correctly realize something about the actual ob-
ject."

32 The general question of the Buddhist use or rejection of a mirror theory
of cognition is of interest to comparative philosophy, especially in the light
of R. Rorty's theses in his Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature. Now, it is
well-known that the Sautrantika Sakaravadins hold that perceptual knowl-
edge (pratyaksa) of external objects comes about because the objects leave an
image or likeness (dkdra) on the mirror of consciousness. See Kajiyama
(1965: 429f.), Mookerjee (1935: 77f.) and Mimaki (1976: 72). Glass/crystal
(sphatika) is often used as a metaphor for perceptual knowledge in non-Bud-
dhist schools, like the Samkhya, who take buddhiox the "inner organ"
(antahkarana) as being like glass which is "colored" by the substances under-
neath it. See Nydyabhdsya adNydyasutra 3.2.9 (sphatikdnyatvdbhimdnavat
tadanyatvdbhimdnah) and also Bai lun T. 1569 shang 171c 22-25; see Tille-
mans (1990, endnote 344). Depictions of conceptual thought (vikalpa) in
terms of mirroring or glass, however, seem rarer, although they do seem to
have some limited support in Indian texts. Dharmakirti in PV III, k.164 and
165 does speak of vikalpapratibimba "the representations/reflections belong-
ing to thought" and "the representation/reflection of the object" (arthaprati-
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blmbaka). (Note that pratibimbaka = pratibimba, see Bohtlingk Sanskrit-
Worterbuch s.v. pratibimbaka.) Moreover k. 165 specifies that arthapratibim-
baka appears in a cognition which arises due to words—the most we can say
is that the cognition with this representation is very indirectly caused by
svaiaksana. Accordingly, the. pratibimba is still better taken as a purely fic-
tional constructed representation, rather than as a reflection in a stricter causal
sense where a svaiaksana would actually appear in thought via mirroring.
The representation involved in thought, thus, is not at all of the same type
of "mirroring" as that in a Sautriintika theory of perception where external
objects are said to be mirrored as dkdra. Finally, we should note that there
are Indian Buddhist contexts in which glass/crystal and mica (abhraka) are
used as similes to explain the degrees of vividness of the representation in
thought. This is notably the case in NBT ad NB 1.11 (bhutdrthabhavand-
prakarsaparyantajam yogijndnam), where Dharmottara discusses "yogic per-
ception" (yogipratyaksa) of reality as arising right after the utmost vivid stage
of conceptualisation of this reality, namely, after the very last moment before
conceptual meditation becomes non-conceptual yogic perception, the
bhutdrthabhdvandprakarsaparyanta "limit of the superior stage of meditation
on the truth." The superior stage (prakarsa) is when the object begins to be-
come clear; at the limit, it is as if one sees via mica, and finally in perception,
it is as if via crystal (amalaka). I think, however, that here we are just dealing
with illustrations ofdegrees of clarity (sphutdbhatva) in a rather special case,
the transition to yogic perception: the NBT passage is not, as far as I can see,
citing the example of crystal and mica in the context of a general cognitive
model for all mundane conceptualisation, thus supplanting the model of
construction and imagination.

33 Cf. Riva stod bsdus grwa Aal (= p. 7) shes by a chos can I' dngos po ma yin
par thai I dngos medyin pa V phyir I ma grub na I de chos can I der thai / rtagpa
yin pa'i phyir /. Ibid. 4a3: gzhi grub na rtagpa yin pas khyab zer na I gser bum
chos can I der thai I de'iphyir I. gzhi grub and shes by a are coextensive. See
Tillemans (1989: 277-82).

34 For some of the ad hoc decisions, see Goldberg (1985: 178-80). See also
e.g., ibid, p. 171: "In the absence of a contradictory condition an entity is
considered to be an instance of itself."

35 See Tillemans (1989) and (1992a) [reprinted in the present volume as
chapters 6 and 9, respectively].

36 I should stress here that this diagnosis is not a dismissal of bsdus grwa as
being irrational or incoherent, or as only being a kind of word-game, as some
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Tibetan adversaries would depict it—far from it. Interestingly enough, bsdus
gtwa, in Its quirkiness but formal orthodoxy, reminds one significantly of the
complicated but largely ad hoc schemata for classifying Chinese discourse
which A.C. Graham and others have investigated in the Mohist canon.
(My point is a logical one, and not one of historical relations.) This ad hoc
character is not very prominent in the Indian logic to which bsdusgrwa is
(very uneasily) related. A comparison with structures in Mohist logic is well
beyond the scope of our present paper, but suffice it to say here that such
comparisons have yet to be made and they will, I'm confident, contribute
to demystifying some of the peculiar logical features at stake. An interesting
first attempt at comparing Buddhist hetuvidydy Aristotelian and Later Mohist
logic is found in Paul (1994).

37 The Indian doctrine being explained here is generalizable to span not just
sddhya and sddhana, but also dharma and dharmin, and has its source in one
of the earliest works attributable to Dignaga, the mysterious Hetumukha
which is cited in Pramdnavdrttikasvavrtti (PVSV ed. Gnoli, p. 2.22) and
elsewhere:

sarva evdyam anumdndnumeyavyavahdro buddhydrudhenaiva dhar-
madharmibhedena na bahih sadasattvam apeksate /. "Absolutely all
this convention concerning anumdna [i.e., the reason (liriga)*] and
armmeya [i.e., the sddhyadharmin and sddhyadharma*] is due to the
distinction between dharma and dharmin, which [in turn] is just de-
pendent upon our thought (buddhydrudhenaiva); [the convention]
dots not depend upon [this difference in fact] existing or not out-
side [of the mind]."

*Thcse additions follow Karnakagomin's Tikd on PVSV. There is, how-
ever, absolutely no reason to believe that Dignaga himself wished to distin-
guish here between unreal anumeyalanumdna itself, and possibly real
anumdtnis/anumeyas. See Frauwallner (1959: 104); Steinkellner (1971:
199-200) on this passage from the Hetumukha.

38 Of course, much of the dGe lugs pa explanation of the various apoha
sections in the texts of Dharmaklrti et al. is indeed very valuable in under-
standing Indian Buddhism, and in other areas of pramdna these commen-
taries are also very useful. But that's not my point. I'm speaking about the
dGe lugs pa's own coloring of the apoha theory (not their paraphrases of
Dharmaklrtian kdrikds or other aspects of their commentarial duties)
stemming from the ensemble of doctrines called "the difficult point."



11: What Can One Reasonably Say
about Nonexistence?

With Donald S. Lopez, Jr., University of Michigan

THE FALLACY of asrayasiddhahetu, or a "logical reason whose basis
is unestablished" arises when the subject of an argument is nonex-
istent; in usual cases, this subject failure implies that the propo-

sition to be proved (sddhya) cannot be established—Buddhists such as
Dharmaklrti repeatedly stress that when the subject fails, a debate about
its properties ceases. To take an invented example, if one says that "Pega-
sus flies around the Aegean," it suffices to show that there is no Pegasus
and one will have, ipso facto, short-circuited the question of "his" flight,
or even proved the contrary, i.e., that he does not fly. Similarly, if some-
one shows that the Primordial Matter (pradhdna) accepted in Samkhya
philosophy, does not actually exist, then the Sarnkhya's own thesis that
pradhdnahas such and such properties will thereby be refuted.1 The prob-
lem however becomes thorny when one is proving simple nonexistence
of some pseudo-entity, for then the case should be different from that of
Pegasus's supposed flight. The height of absurdity would be if all proofs
of nonexistence became self-refuting because the subject failed to exist.

The problem of dsraydsiddha is taken up in various Buddhist contexts—
typically in connection with proofs of momentariness (ksanabhanga-
siddhi)2 and in connection with later Madhyamaka proofs of the absence
of intrinsic nature (nihsvabhdvatd). Although it is certainly not our in-
tention to inventory all the considerable Indian and Tibetan Buddhist lit-
erature on this problem of dsraydsiddha, or even the majority of texts in
which the problem figures, certain seminal works do stand out and are
repeatedly cited. Besides passages from Dignaga, we should mention the
substantial and influential sections in Dharmaklrti's PV IV, k. 136-48
and PVin III, as well as those in the works of Kamalas'ila, in particular his
Madhyamakdloka (MA). The Tibetan treatment is largely centered around

247
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Tsong kha pa's dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris, his commentary on Santa-
raksita's Madhyamakdlamkdra (MA), in which he integrates and elabo-
rates upon the key passages in Dignaga, Dharmakirti and Kamalasila.
Although there are some relatively brief passages in the Sa skya pa Rigs
gterand Pramdnavdrttika commentaries (e.g., gSer mdog pan chen sakya
mchog ldan sketches out some significant differences from the treat-
ment in dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris3), it does seem that the problem of
dsraydsiddha was not treated nearly as thoroughly in the other schools
as in the dGe lugs, where it became a recurring topos figuring markedly
in numerous works. The present article consists primarily in a transla-
tion of the section on dsraydsiddha in a text by A lag sha ngag dbang
bstan dar (1759-1840), a dGe lugs pa scholar who was from the A la
shan region of Inner Mongolia but wrote in Tibetan and who was, in
our opinion, remarkable for his clear and often quite innovative think-
ing. His gCig du bralgyi rnam bzhagis 2L Madhyamaka work, one that
treats of various problems centered around the Svatantrika Madhya-
maka's use of the ekdnekaviyogahetu (- gcigdu bralgyi gtan tshigs "nei-
ther one nor many reason [for sunyatd]"). For Ngag dbang bstan dar the
problem of dsraydsiddha arises when the Madhyamaka uses logical rea-
sons like the ekdnekaviyogahetu to prove ultimate voidness of things; it
also occurs when he uses logical reasoning to prove that pseudo-entities
do not exist at all. Ngag dbang bstan dar, thus, like his Indian and Ti-
betan Svatantrika predecessors, zig-zags between the Madhyamaka and
logicians' positions, using the latter to buttress the former.

A striking aspect of the later Indian and Tibetan explanations of
dsraydsiddha is that certain earlier texts are almost invariably cited in
later ones, giving a kind of "unfolding telescope" effect where each sub-
sequent text includes its predecessors but seems to enlarge upon them
and carry the ideas a few steps further, all the while seeking to remain
faithful to the original intentions of Dignaga. This impression is, how-
ever, potentially misleading. In fact, be it the position of Kamalasila,
that of Tsong kha pa or Ngag dbang bstan dar, what is at stake is a com-
plex synthesis of disparate doctrine that has been elaborated over time;
it would thus be a mistake if the seeming elegance of the unfolding tele-
scope presentations lulled us into thinking that the later presentation was
also ahistorically present ab initio, Lopez, in his Study of Svatantrika, has
described the Tibetan theory on dsraydsiddha as it is found in Tsong
kha pa, rGyal tshab and ICang skya rol pa'i rdo rje and others: this con-
stitutes the received position for Ngag dbang bstan dar. The section in
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dBu ma rgyan gyis zin bris treating of dsrayasiddha has been translated in
Tillemans (1984c). As we shall try to show in the rather extensive ex-
planatory notes to our translation, the positions that we find in Tsong
kha pa, Ngag dbang bstan dar and others had an intricate history that
certainly did not just consist in bringing out what Dignaga, Dharmakirti
and Kamalasila had already understood.

Various works of bsTan dar have been studied by now, and it is be-
coming clear that this later dGe lugs pa thinker did make significant
contributions, especially in the domain of ideas and arguments where
he often shows originality in building upon and reinterpreting earlier
writers.4 The gCigdu bralgyi mam bzhag, and in particular the section
on dsrayasiddha^ is a good case in point. On certain topics, such as avoid-
ance of dsrayasiddha in cases of simple, non-implicative, negation
(prasajyapratisedha), bsTan dar makes a radical break with his Indian and
Tibetan predecessors, and arguably he is right to do so. The rapproche-
ment with the Madhyamaka debate on "concordantly appearing sub-
jects" (chos can mthun snang ba) is also noteworthy for its philosophical
interest, turning as it does on the general problem of the incommensu-
rability of rival theories.

Readers will probably recognize that the problem of talking about
non-being has a long history, not only in the East, but in the West, in-
cluding its twentieth century technical treatment in formal logic's the-
ory of descriptions and in the theory of presuppositions. We add this
later Tibetan position on what is one of the most recurrent and inter-
esting problems of philosophy.

Translation of the Excerpt from the gCig du bral gyi rnam
bzhag of A lag sha ngag dbang bstan dar

§1. Second, the doubt that the subject (chos can; dharmin) might be un-
established when one presents the formal argument (sbyor ngag; prayoga-
vdkya). [Objection:] If we follow what is literally stated in the Madhya-
makdlamkdray it is evident that one also presents partless consciousness,
Primordial Matter (spyigtso ho;pradhdna) and so forth5 as subjects of en-
quiry (shes 'dod chos can) for a valid logical reason.6 Thus this [reason]
would have an unestablished basis (gzhi ma grub pa; dsrayasiddha). Would
it not then result that the reason would be one which is unestablished
(ma grub pa; asiddha) because the entity of the subject does not exist?7
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§2. By way of a reply to this [objection], many scholars have said that
there is no [such] fault so long as one presents simple negations (med
dgag; prasajyapratisedha) as both the reason and the property to be proved
(bsgrub byai chos; sddhyadharma), but that should one present a posi-
tive phenomenon (sgrub pa; vidhi) or an implicative negation (ma yin
dgag; paryuddsapratisedha), it will then be an unestablished reason.8 This
does indeed seem to be based on certain statements in [the works] of
Tsong kha pa and his disciples, such as [the passage] in [Tsong kha pa's]
dBu ma dgongspa rab gsal that reads:

The fact that there is no fault, even though the subject stated
for that reason might be negated, is due to the essential fea-
ture that both the reason and the property [to be proved] are
mere exclusions (rnam bead tsam; vyavacchedamdtra).

However, this alone can not eliminate all doubt. Thus it is necessary to
explain things as follows. There are cases where [the reason] would not
be a reason that is unestablished, in spite of the fact that one might pre-
sent either an implicative negation or a positive phenomenon for both
the reason and the property to be proved. For example, an argument
such as "Take as the subject, a rabbit's horn; it is fitting to be desig-
nated by the word 'moon,' because it exists as an object of conceptual
thought'—this [argument] is the idea of 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa'i rdo
rje.9 Alternatively [there could be the argument], "Take as the subject,
being gored by a rabbit's horn; this is a fallacious reason for proving
that a person is in pain, because it is reason that does not have the triple
character [needed] for proving that a person is in pain"—this [argu-
ment] is the idea in [dGe 'dun grub pa's] Tshadma rigs rgyan.]0

§3. The reason why these [arguments] are not reasons that are un-
established because the entity of the subject does not exist devolves from
the essential feature that when something is [qualified by] either the rea-
sons or properties to be proved in the proof of these [propositions], it
need not be existent. So, even when simple negations are presented as
both the reason and property [to be proved], there can also be the fault
of the subject being unestablished provided that either the reason or
property to be proved in the proof in question is pervaded by being ex-
istent, as for example when one proves that [something nonexistent like
a rabbit's horn] is the subtle selflessness of the elements (chos kyi bdag
med; dharmanairdtmya) by means of the reason, "being the consummate
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[nature]" (yongs grub; parinispanna).n Consequently, when one presents
an unestablished basis as the subject, then all cases where a thing's be-
ing held to be [qualified by] the reason necessitates its being existent
will [incur the fault of] being fallacious reasons unestablished because
of the nonexistence of the entity of the subject, but when being held to
be [qualified by] the reason does not necessitate being existent, then the
[reason] will not be fallacious. The details of this way [of distinguishing
between faulty reasons and valid ones] should be correctly brought out.

§4. In general, the subject of an argument is of two sorts, the subject
that is the [proponent's] own [intended] locus (rangrten choscan)1 and
a nominal subject (chos can yba'zhigpa; kevaladharmin).^ Between these
two, the subject that is the [proponent's] own [intended] locus is, e.g.,
when one proves to a Samkhya that sound is impermanent by means of
the reason that it is produced, for at that time one proves imperma-
nence based upon the simple [commonly recognized entity] sound. A
nominal subject is, e.g., when one proves to a Vais'esika that the space,
which is [taken by the Vais'esika to be] a real entity (dngosporgyurpa'i
nam mkha) vastubhutdkdsa), is not [in fact] a permanent substance [as
they maintain it is] by means of the reason that it does not serve as the
locus for other qualities. [This is called a "nominal subject"] because, at
that time, one is not proving that being a permanent substance is located
in a real entity, space, and thus this type of space is just merely pre-
sented as the subject, but is not the locus or subject.14 Now, something's
being a "nominal subject" means that although it might be stated as the
subject, it is not the locus of the property to be proved (sddhyadharma),
and is thus an unrelated subject. Consequently, although the nominal
subject, i.e., the stated subject [as Tsong kha pa refers to it in §2 above],
in the argument in question [against the Vais'esika] is an unestablished
basis, the subject that is the [proponent's] own [intended] locus does ex-
ist, because at that time it is what appears to the conceptual thought
grasping the real entity space (vastubhutdkdsa) as excluded from the con-
trary of real space that is the [actual] subject or locus for the proof in
question. It follows that this is so, because [this appearance] is like that
[i.e., is the actual locus], due to the fact that the desire to know (shes 'dod;

jijndsd) occurs once the opponent has mistakenly taken this type of space
and the [conceptual] appearance as such [a space] to be identical.15

Therefore, in order that we understand this difference between the fact
that in the argument in question the subject that is the [proponent's] own
locus is an established basis, while the nominal subject that is presented



252 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

in the actual words is not an established basis, [Dignaga] stated in the
Pramdnasamiiccaya:

With regard to the [proponent's] own locus (rang rten la), [a
thesis is not opposed] by perceptible states of affairs, by in-
ference, by authorities or by what is commonly recognized.16

The purpose behind [Dignaga's] not saying "the [proponent's] own sub-
ject" (rang gi chos can; svadharmin) here but rather "the [proponent's]
own locus" (ranggi rten), was explained in extenso in thirteen verses from
the Pratyaksapariccheda in Pramdnvdrttika, verses that begin "sarvatra
vddino ...sva"...V7

§5. [Objection:] Then, it would follow [absurdly] that the appear-
ance as something excluded from not-sound (sgra mayin pa las log par
snang ba) would also be the subject that is the [proponent's] own locus
when proving that sound is impermanent by means of the reason that
it is produced, because that is what you asserted [about space].

§6. [Reply:] This is not the same, because of the following: if some-
thing is a valid reason it must be established on the basis of the subject
of enquiry in accordance with its mode of presentation ('god tshul),1*
and so, because the appearance to conceptual thought as something ex-
cluded from not-sound is an imagined entity (kun brtags; parikalpita),
it does not concord at all with being a product.19 This follows, for it was
stated in [Tsong kha pa's] dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris:

If one is proving that sound is impermanent because it is pro-
duced, then as the exclusion qua appearance (snang Idog),
which appears to conceptual thought as excluded from not
sound, is not a real entity (dngos po), the reason, i.e., being
produced, does not qualify it. Rather, [being produced] must
qualify the basis of the appearance (snang gzhi), i.e., sound.
This is due to the essential feature that real entities (dngospo)
are taken as the reason and property to be proved.

The [latter] necessary implication (khyab pa; vydpti) holds, because (a)
it is obvious that a conceptual appearance will not be established as the
subject of enquiry of an argument where real entities are presented as
the reason and property to be proved, and (b) it was stated in the rNam
nges dar tik [of rGyal tshab rje]:
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The [two cases] are not the same, because the conceptual ap-

pearance of space is the subject that is the basis ascertained as

[qualified by] the previous reason [in the argument against

the Vais'esika], but what appears to conceptual thought as

sound cannot be the basis that is ascertained as produced.

§7. To summarize, although we present space as the subject to the
Vais'esika, it is not the subject, but the appearance of this [space] is the
subject. And when we prove that sound is impermanent by means of the
reason, being produced, what appears as sound to conceptual thought
does not serve as the subject, rather it is mere sound itself that serves as
the subject that is the [proponent's] own [intended] locus. The reason
for this, if one carries it as far as possible, comes down to whether there
is or is not a subject that appears concordantly (chos can mthun snang
ba) to both the Buddhist and the Vaisesika, for the Buddhist accepts
space as being a simple negation (med dgag) consisting in the mere de-
nial of obstruction and contact, whereas the Vaisesika accepts that it is
a real entity (dngospo) that is independent (rang dbang ba) and is a pos-
itive phenomenon (sgrub pa).20

§8. [Objection:] Then it would follow that even sound would not ap-
pear concordantly to both [parties], because the Buddhist asserts that
sound is derived from the elements ('byung 'gyur; bhautika), whereas the
Vais'esika asserts that sound is a quality of space (nam mkha'iyon tan;
dkdsaguna).

§9. [Reply:] This is completely different on account of the essential
feature that, to both these [parties], a mere object grasped by the audi-
tive consciousness is established as appearing concordantly as an object
found by non-erroneous means of valid cognition (tshadma; pramdna),21

whereas in the case of case of space, if [the parties] were to search for the
designated object (btags don), they would find no object established as
appearing concordantly apart from the mere verbal designation.

§10. Moreover, the omniscient ICang skya [rol pa'i rdo rje] has said
that rGyal tshab rje maintained that the conceptual appearance (nog
pa'i snang ba) was the subject, but that mKhas grub rje did not accept
that verbal objects (sgra don; sabddrtha) [i.e., conceptual entities] were
the subject.22 And the omniscient 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa has said that
taking Primordial Matter as the subject was Dignaga's idea, and that
Dharmakirti's idea was to take the conceptual appearance as the subject.
However, suppose we examine their ideas carefully. Then whosoever's
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position we might take, be it that of Dignaga and his disciple [Dhar-
makirti] or that of Tsong kha pa and his disciples [rGyal tshab rje and
inKhas grub rje], if we presented an argument like "Take as the subject,
Primordial Matter; it is not the substratum (nyer len; updddna) for its
various manifestations (mam 'gyur; vikrti), because it is not perceived to
be the substratum of its various manifestations,"23 none would deny that
it is correct to take what appears as excluded from not-Primordial Mat-
ter to the conceptual thought grasping Primordial Matter (gtso bo 'dzin
pa V rtogpa la gtso bo may in pa las log par snang ba) as being the subject
of this argument. For it was stated in the Madhyamakaloka [of Kama-
las'ila]:

It is just what exists as an aspect of mind, but is metaphori-
cally designated by the infantile as external and real, that is the
subject. Therefore, one negates Primordial Matter and the
like in dependence upon that.24

§11. There is a necessary implication (khyab pa; vydpti) here [be-
tween what the passage from the Madhyamakaloka says and the fact that
the subject is a conceptual appearance], because [Kamalas'lla's] words "It
is just what exists as an aspect of mind that is the subject" make it clear
that he holds the conceptual appearance to be the subject.25 This is also
the case because of the following quotations. It is said in the Svdrthd-
numdnapariccheda [of Dharmakirti's Pramdnavdrttika]:

A verbal object [can] be a dharma of three types [a basis for
existence, for nonexistence or for both].ex

[To which] [Dharmakirti's] Svavrtti states:

Thus, those who depend upon this subject [deliberate about
existence and nonexistence, asking whether] this object that
is represented by the word "Primordial Matter" [does or does
not have a real substratum].26

In the commentary on this [passage] Sakyabuddhi says:

What is expressed by the word "Primordial Matter," that alone
is the subject.
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And in [mKlias grub rje's] rNam 'greltik chen rigs pa i rgya mtsho it is said:

This means that because it is generally taught that all con-

ceptual appearances are verbal objects (sgra don; sabddrtha),27

what appears as Primordial Matter to the conceptual thought

grasping Primordial Matter is also established as being a ver-

bal object. And in this way it is the exclusion qua basis (gzhi

Idog) of the verbal object for Primordial Matter, or [in other

words] it is just what appears as Primordial Matter to con-

ceptual thought, that is the subject of this argument.28

§12. Here an opponent might say: Take as the subject the verbal ob-
ject for Primordial Matter (gtso bo'i sgra don); it would follow that this
would be the subject of that argument [mentioned earlier], because the
appearance as Primordial Matter to the conceptual thought grasping
Primordial Matter (gtso bo 'dzin pa'i rtogpa la gtso bor snang ba) is the
subject of that argument.

§ 1 3 . [We would reply:] There is no necessary implication (ma khyab).

§14. [The opponent:] It would follow that there is a necessary im-

plication, because the appearance as Primordial Matter to conceptual

thought is the verbal object for Primordial Matter. -

§15 . [We would reply:] Again there is no necessary implication, be-

cause there is a difFerence between an exclusion qua thing itself (rang

Idog) and an exclusion qua basis [of the thing] (gzhi Idog).29 For it was

stated in the same [rNam 'grelj tlk chen [of mKhas grub rje]:

Therefore, the subject when one says "Primordial Matter is

not existent, because it is not perceived" is neither a real (dngos

po ba) Primordial Matter, nor is it the exclusion qua thing it-

self of the verbal object for Primordial Matter (gtso bo'i sgra

don gyi rang Idog). Why? This very appearance as Primordial

Matter to conceptual thought is asserted by the Samkhyas to

be the [actual] Primordial Matter endowed with the five qual-

ities, but in our own system we assert that it is a verbal object.

Thus, the conceptual appearance as Primordial Matter is con-

sidered to be the subject, because it is the basis of the debate

about whether [something] is or is not the Primordial Mat-

ter endowed with the five qualities.
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A differentiation between the exclusion qua thing itself (rang Idog) and
the exclusion qua basis [for the thing] (gzhi Idog) is extremely valuable
in this context.30

§16. This [point] is related to the essential feature that although the
Samkhya believes in this type of conceptual appearance, he does not be-
lieve that this appearance is a verbal object, for in [mKhas grub rje's]
Tshad mayidkyi mun selit is said:

Also for the foolish opponent to say that the verbal object for
this type of [autonomous and substantially existent (rang rkya
thubpa'i rdzasyod)} self is the subject would be a proclamation
of his own faults since he accepts that the verbal object of this
type of self (de Ita bu bdaggi sgra don) does not [really] exist.

§17. Thus, it is indeed correct that the conceptual appearance is the
subject, but when one is refuting an opponent's position, one does not
have to present literally the conceptual appearance as being the subject.
Why? It is because the very Primordial Matter, permanent Is'vara, au-
tonomous persons and so forth in which the opponent believes must be
explictly presented as the subjects in just the same way [as the opponent
believes in them]. Otherwise there would be the fault that Primordial
Matter and so forth would not be negated in themselves (rang Idog nas).31

For in [rGyal tshab rje's] rNam grel thar lamgsalbyed it was said:

Their thought according to the Lord of scholars, Kamalasila,
was that Primordial Matter had to be refuted by [explicitly]
taking it as the subject. Otherwise, although [the property of]
being the substratum of various manifestations might be ne-
gated, Primordial Matter would not be negated in itself (rang
Idognas). The basis for ascertaining the reason with apramdna
is maintained to be just the appearance as Primordial Matter
(gtso bor snang ba nyid).51

§18. [Objection:] In that case, it follows that the conceptual ap-
pearance cannot correctly be held to be the subject, because it is void of
ability to perform a function (don byed nus pa; arthakriydsdmarthya).
There is a necessary implication, because whatever is void of ability to
perform a funtion cannot properly be a basis of deliberation for the per-
spicacious (rtogldan; preksdvat). In this vein, the Pramdnavdrttika stated:
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What point is there, for those who have such an aim, in de-
liberations about a thing that has no ability to perform a func-
tion? Why should a woman rilled with desire wonder whether
a eunuch was handsome or not?

§19. [We reply:] There is no necessary implication (ma khyab). This
is for the following reasons. The meaning of this quotation is that when
someone hopes his desired effect will ensue from some basis, then the
basis about which he deliberates must have the ability to perform the
function. Thus, [Dharmakirti] illustrates [his point about the useless-
ness of deliberation about inefficient things] saying that it is inappro-
priate, because it would be like, for example, a woman, intent upon sex-
ual pleasure, who took as the subject [of her thought] a eunuch, and after
[mistakenly] hearing that he could perform the acts that would give [her
pleasure], wondered whether he was handsome or not. Nonetheless, in
general, things that are void of ability to perform a function can prop-
erly be bases for [positive] proofs and negations. Indeed, the direct ba-
sis (dngos rten) for proofs and negations must inevitably be a verbal ob-
ject. This follows, because:

(a) the reason why the direct basis must be a verbal object when one
is denying that sound is permanent or proving that it is impermanent
by the reason of its being produced is also grounded in the fact33 that
the conceptual thought that proves or negates relies upon verbal objects;

(b) it was said in the Pardrthdnumdnapariccheda [otPramdnavdrttika],

...We accept that all [positive] proof and negation (vidhini-
sedhana) here [in practical activity (tyavahdra)] is in reliance
upon a verbal object..., which has no external basis;34

(c) when it is said that permanence is negated and impermanence is
proved with regard to sound, what is meant [here] is the performance
of the function of conceptual thought (rtogpa'idon byed), and thus, on
such an occasion, particular (rang mtshan pa; svalaksana) sounds, im-
permanent things or products and so forth do not directly (dngos sit) ap-
pear to the conceptual thought that proves or negates.

In this vein, it was stated in [Tsong kha pa's] dBu ma rgyangyizin bris;

The [Pramdnajvdrttika, the sense of Dignaga's statements,
states:
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However, this condition of practical designations in terms of
v/hat infers (anumdna) [i.e., the logical reason] and the propo-
sition to be inferrred (anumeydrtha) is constructed in depen-
dence upon a difference established by means of [conceptual]
thought.35

Following this explanation, in cases where the basis must be
?. real entity (dngos po), [such as when one is] proving that
sound is impermanent because it is produced or that there is
fire on the smoky hill, the direct basis (dngos rten) for these
proofs and negations is just the object that is the appearance
of sound or hill to conceptual thought as things excluded from
what they are not. Sound and hill are not, however, them-
selves direct bases, because they do not directly appear to the
conceptual thought that proves or negates.

As for the meaning of conceptual thought performing the function of
negation and proof, it is as follows. When, for example, the quality of
the subject (phyogs chos; paksadharma) is established for proving sound
to be impermanent by the reason that it is a product, then from the per-
spective of the opponent, it is as if sound is initially established and af-
ter that producthood newly depends upon sound. There is such an ap-
pearance (snang tsbul), but in reality (gnas tshod la) there is no such
progression.

Tibetan Text of the Excerpt
front the gCig du bral gyi rnam bzhag

§1. [453.2; f. 16b] gnyis pa sbyor ngag tu bkod na chos can ma grub
pa'i dogs pa ni / dBu ma rgyan gyi tshig zin kar na / shes pa cha med
dang spyi gtso bo sogs kyang rtags sbyor yang dag gi shes 'dod chos can
du bkod par mngon pas / de gzhi ma grub pa yin pas rtags de chos can
gyi ngo bo med nas ma grub pa'i gtan tshigs su mi 'gyur ram zhe na /

§2. de'i Ian la mkhas pa mang pos / rtags dang bsgrub bya'i chos gnyis
char med dgag yin pa bkod na skyon med kyang sgrub pa dang ma yin
dgag bkod na ma grub pa'i rtags su gyur zhes smras so // de ni rNatn
bshad dgongs pa rab gsal las /
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rtags desv> smras pa'i chos can bkag kyang skyon med pa ni rtags

dang chos gnyis ka rnam bead tsam37 yin pa'i gnad kyis so //•'*

zhes pa lta bu rje yab sras kyi gsung 'ga' zhig la brten par snang mod /
de tsam gyis dogs pa'i mtha' sel mi nus pas 'di ltar bshad dgos te / rtags
dang bsgrub bya'i chos gnyis char ma yin dgag dang sgrub pa gang rung
bkod kyang ma grub pa'i rtags su mi gyur ba yang yod de / ri bong rwa
chos [454; f. 17a] can zla ba zhes pa'i sgras brjod rung yin te / rtog yul
na yod pa'i phyir zhes pa'i sbyor ba lta bu'o // 'di 'Jam dbyangs bzhad
pa'i rdo rje'i dgongs pa'o // yang ri bong rwas phug pa chos can / skyes
bu sdug bsngal bar sgrub pa'i rtags ltar snang yin te / skyes bu sdug
bsngal bar sgrub pa'i tshul gsum ma yin pa'i gtan tshigs yin pa'i phyir
zhes pa'i sbyor ba lta bu ste / 'di Tshadma rigs rgyan gyi dgongs pa'o //

§3. de dag chos can gyi ngo bo med nas ma grub pa'i gtan tshigs su
mi gyur ba'i rgyu mtshan de sgrub kyi rtags dang bsgrub bya'i chos gang
rung yin na yod pa yin mi dgos pa'i gnad kyis yin pas / des na rtags chos
gnyis kar med dgag bkod na yang de sgrub kyi rtags dang bsgrub bya'i
chos gang rung yin na yod pas khyab pa can yin na chos can ma grub
pa'i skyon du gyur ba yang yod de / dper na yongs grub kyi rtags kyis
chos kyi bdag med phra mo sgrub pa lta bu'o // de'i phyir gzhi ma grub
pa chos can du bkod pa'i tshe rtags su bzung ba de yin na yod pa yin dgos
phyin chos can gyi ngo bo med nas ma grub pa'i gtan tshigs ltar snang
du 'gyur la / rtags su bzung ba de yin na yod pa yin mi dgos na gtan tshigs
ltar snang du mi gyur ba'i tshul la zhib cha legs par thon dgos so //

§4. spyir sbyor ba'i chos can la rang rten gyi chos can dang chos can
'ba' zhig pa gnyis las / rang rten gyi chos can ni / Grangs can pa'i ngor39

byas pa'i rtags kyis sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa lta bu yin te / de'i tshe sgra
nyid la mi rtag pa brten [455; f. 17b] par sgrub pa yin pa'i phyir ro //
chos can 'ba' zhig pa ni / Bye brag pa'i ngor yon tan gzhan gyi rten mi
byed pa'i rtags kyis dngos por gyur pa'i nam mkha' rtag rdzas ma yin
par sgrub pa lta bu yin te / de'i tshe dngos por gyur ba'i nam mkha' la
rtag rdzas brten par sgrub pa ma yin pas / de 'dra'i nam mkha' de rten
gzhi chos can du ma song bar chos can du bkod pa 'ba' zhig pa yin pa'i
phyir / chos can 'ba' zhig pa zhes pa'i don yang chos can du smras kyang
bsgrub bya'i chos kyi rten du ma song bar chos can yan gar bar song ba'i
don yin pas / de'i phyir sbyor ba de sgrub kyi chos can 'ba' zhig pa ste
smras pa'i chos can gzhi ma grub kyang rang rten gyi chos can yod pa
yin te / de'i tshe dngos gyur gyi nam mkha' 'dzin pa'i rtog pa la dngos
gyur gyi nam mkha' ma yin pa las log par snang ba de sgrub kyi rten
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gzhi'i chos can du song ba yin pa'i phyir / der thai / phyi rgol gyis de
'dra ba'i nam mkha' dang der snang ba gnyis gcig tu 'khrul nas shes
'dod zhugs pa'i rgyu mtshan gyis de ltar yin pa'i phyir / des na sbyor ba
de sgrub kyi rang rten gyi chos can gzhi grub cing tshig yin la bkod pa'i
chos can 'ba' zhig pa gzhi ma grub pa'i khyad par 'di 'dra shes pa'i ched
du / Tshad ma kun btus las /

mngon sum don dang rjes dpag dang yid ches grags pas rang
rten la'o //4o

zhes rang gi chos can ma smos par rang gi rten smos pa'i dgos pa / rNarn
grel mngon sum le'u las /

kun tu41 rgol ba bdag nyid kyi /42

zhes sogs kyi tshigs bead bcu gsum gyis rgyas par [456; f. 18a] 'chad pa
yin no //

§5. 'o na sgra ma yin pa las log par snang ba'ang byas pa'i rtags kyis
sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i rang rten gyi chos can yin par thai / 'dod pa'i
phyir zer na

§6. mi mtshungs te / rtags yang dag yin na shes 'dod chos can gyi
steng du 'god tshul dang mthun par grub dgos pas / rtog pa la sgra ma
yin pa las log par snang ba kun btags yin pas byas pa dang mthun lugs
med pa'i phyir / der thai / dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris las /

byas pas sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa na / rtog pa la sgra ma yin pa
las log par snang ba'i snang ldog4j dngos por med pas byas pa'i rtags
de la 'grub pa44 min45 gyi / snang gzhi sgra la grub46 dgos te / dngos
po4; rtags dang bsgrub bya'i chos su byed pa'i gnad kyis so //4S

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir / khyab ste / dngos po rtags dang bsgrub bya'i chos
su bkod pa'i rtags sbyor gyi shes 'dod chos can la rtog pa'i snang ba mi
'jog par shin tu gsal zhing / rNam nges dar tik las kyang /

rtog pa la nam mkha' snang ba sngar gyi rtags de nges pa'i gzhi
chos can yin la / rtog pa la sgrar snang ba byas par nges pa'i
gzhir mi rung ba'i phyir mi mtshungs so //49

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir /
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§7. mdor na Bye brag pa'i ngor nam mkha' chos can du bkod kyang
de chos can du ma song bar de'i snang ba chos can du song zhing / byas
pa'i rtags kyis sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i tshe rtog pa la sgrar snang ba
chos can du mi 'gro bar sgra nyid rang rten gyi chos can du 'gro ba'i rgyu
mtshan mthar gtugs na / Sangs rgyas pa dang Bye brag pa gnyis ka'i
ngor chos [457; f. 18b] can rnthun snang ba yod med la gtugs pa yin te
/ Sangs rgyas pas nam mkha' thogs reg bkag tsam gyi rned dgag tu 'dod
pa gang zhig / Bye brag pas sgrub pa rang dbang ba'i dngos por 'dod
pa'i phyir /

§8. 'o na sgra yang de gnyis ka'i ngor mrhun snang du grub pa med
par thai / Sangs rgyas pas sgra 'byung 'gyur du 'dod pa gang zhig / Bye
brag pas sgra nam mkha'i yon tan du 'dod pa'i phyir zhe na /

§9. shin tu mi mtshungs te / de gnyis ka'i ngor nyan shes kyi gzung byar
gyur pa'i don tsam zhig ma 'khrul ba'i tshad mas rnyed don du mthun
snang du grub pa yod la / nam mkha' la ming tsam ma gtogs mthun
snang du grub pa'i don btags don btsal na mi rnyed pa'i gnad kyis so //

§10. gzhan yang ICang skya thams cad mkhyen pas / rGyal tshab
rjes rtog pa'i snang ba chos can du bzhed kyang / mKhas grub rjes sgra
don chos can du mi bzhed par gsungs la / kun mkhyen ' J a m dbyangs
bzhad pas / gtso bo chos can du bzung ba Phyogs glang gi dgongs pa
dang / rtog pa'i snang ba chos can du bzung ba Chos grags kyi dgongs
pa yin gsungs kyang / dgongs pa zhib tu brtag na Phyogs glang yab sras
dang rje yab sras su'i lugs byas kyang / gtso bo chos can / rnam 'gyur
sna tshogs kyi nyer len du med de / rnam 'gyur sna tshogs kyi nyer leo
du ma dmigs pa'i phyir / zhes pa'i sbyor ba 'di la mtshon na / gtso bo
'dzin pa'i rtog pa la gtso bo ma yin pa las log par snang ba rtags sbyor
de'i chos can du 'dzin rigs pa la sus kyang bsnyon du med de / clBn ma
snangba\2& I

byis pa rnams kyis phyi rol dang dngos po nyid du nye bar
btags pa bio la rnam pa'° yod [458; f. 19a] pa nyid chos can
yin te / de'i phyir de la brten nas gtso bo la sogs pa 'gog par
byed do //51

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir /
§11. khyab ste / bio la rnam pa yod pa nyid chos can yin zhes pas

rtog pa'i snang ba chos can du 'dzin par gsal zhing / Rang don km I

sgra don chos ni rnam pa gsum //"
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zhes dang / Rang grell&s I

de bas na chos can de la brten nas ci53 gtso bo'i sgra las snang
ba'i don di ni / [dngos po nye bar len pa can nam ma yin zhes
yod pa dang med pa nyid dpyod par byed do]54

zhes dang / de'i 'grel bshad du / Sakya bios kyang /

gtso bo la sogs pa'i sgras brjod par bya ba de nyid ni chos can
yin la /ss

zhes dang / rNarn 'grel tik chen rigs pa'i rgya mtsho las /

de ltar rtog pa'i snang ba thams cad sgra don yin no zhes spyir
b.stan pas gtso bo 'dzin pa'i rtog pas6 la gtso bor snang ba'ang
sgra don du grub la / de ltar gtso bo'i sgra don gyi gzhi ldog
rtog pa la gtso bor snang ba de nyid rtags sbyor de'i chos can
yin zhes bya ba'i don no //57

zhes gsurigs pa'i phyir /
§12. de la kho na re / gtso bo'i sgra don chos can / rtags sbyor de'i

chos can yin par thai / gtso bo 'dzin pa'i rtog pa la gtso bor snang ba
rtags sbyor de'i chos can yin pa'i phyir na /

§13. ma khyab /
§14. khyab par thai / rtog pa la gtso bor snang ba gtso bo'i sgra don

yin pa'i phyir na /
§15. yang ma khyab / rang ldog dang gzhi ldog gi khyad par yod pa'i

phyir te / Tik chen de nyid las /

des na gtso bo ni yod pa ma yin te ma dtnigs pa'i phyir zhes
pa'i rtags kyi shes 'dod chos can ni / gtso bo dngos po ba yang
ma yin la / gtso bo'i sgra don gyi rang ldog kyang ma yin gyi
/ 'o na ci zhe na / rtog pa la gtso bor snang ba de nyid Grangs
can [459; f. 19b] paS8 dag gtso bo khyad par Inga ldan du
'dod la / rang lugs la sgra don du 'dod pas / khyad par Inga
ldan gyi gtso bo yin min rtsod pa'i gzhi yin pa'i phyir rtog pa
la gtso bor snang ba chos can du gzung bar byas pa yin no //59

zhes gsitngs pa'i phyir / rang ldog dang gzhi ldog gi khyad par phye ba
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skabs 'dir shin tu gees so //
§16. de yang Grang can pas de lta bu'i rtog pa'i snang ba khas len

kyang snang ba de sgra don du khas mi len pa'i gnad la thug pa yang
yin te / Tshad mayidkyi mun sell

yang blun po kha cig gis de lta bu bdag gi sgra don chos can
yin no zhes zer ba ni / de lta bu bdag gi sgra don med par khas
blangs pa yin pas rang gi mtshang bsgrags pa yin no //60

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir /
§17. de ltar rtog pa'i snang ba chos can du rigs mod / 'on kyang pha

rol po'i 'dod pa 'gog pa na rtog pa'i snang ba tshig zin la chos can du
god dgos pa yang ma yin no // 'o na ci zhe na / spyi gtso bo dang rtag

pa'i dbang phyug dang gang zag rang rkya ba sogs pha rol pos gang khas
blangs pa de nyid ji lta ba bzhin chos can du dngos su 'god dgos te / de
lta ma yin na gtso bo la sogs pa rang ldog nas mi khegs pa'i skyon yod
pa'i phyir te / rNam grel thar lam gsal byedlas /

de dag gi dgongs pa mkhas pa'i dbang po Ka ma la si las / gtso
bo nyid chos can du bzung nas dgag dgos kyi / de min na
rnam 'gyur sna tshogs kyi nyer len yin pa khegs kyang / gtso
bo rang ldog nas mi khegs par gyur la / rtags tshad mas nges
pa'i gzhi ni gtso bor snang ba nyid la bzhed do //61

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir /
§18. de la gal te rtog pa'i snang ba [460; f. 20a] chos can du 'dzin mi

rigs par thai / de don byed nus stong yin pa'i phyir / khyab te / don byed
nus pa ma yin na rgol ba rtog ldan gyi dpyad gzhir mi rung bas khyab
pa'i phyir / de skad du rNam 'grelhs I

don byed nus pa ma yin la //

don gnyer brtag pas ci zhig bya //

ma ning gzugs bzang mi bzang zhes //

'dod ldan62 rnams kyis brtag ci phan //63

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir na /
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§19. ma khyab ste / lung de'i don ni rang 'dod pa'i 'bras bu gzhi de
las 'grub tu re nas dpyod pa'i gzhi la don byed nus pa dgos zhes pa yin
pas / de ni dper na 'khrig pa'i bde ba don du gnyer ba'i bud med kyis /
ma ning khyad gzhir bzung nas des skyes pa'i bya ba byed par go nas
de'i gzugs mdzes mi mdzes la dpyod pa dang 'dra bas mi 'chad ces ston
pa yin gyi / spyir dgag sgrub kyi gzhi la don byed nus stong rung bar
ma zad / dgag sgrub byed pa'i dngos kyi rten la sgra don nges can du
dgos pa'i phyir / der thai / byas pa'i rtags kyis sgra la rtag64 dgag pa dang
mi rtag pa sgrub pa'i dngos kyi rten sgra don yin dgos pa'i rgyu mtshan
yang / dgag sgrub byed pa'i rtog pa rnams sgra don la brten pa'i rgyu
mtshan gyis yin pa'i phyir / gZhan don le'n las /

phyi rol rten min sgra don la //

brten nas 'dir ni sgrub pa dang //

dgag pa thams cad 'dod pa yin //f>3

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir dang / sgra'i steng du rtag pa dgag pa dang mi
rtag pa sgrub ces pa'i don yang rtog pa'i don byed pa yin pas / de'i tshe
dgag sgrub byed pa'i rtog pa de dag la sgra dang byas mi rtag sogs rang
mtshan pa dngos su mi [461; f. 20b] snang ba'i phyir / de skad du dBu
ma rgyan gyi zin bris las /

Phyogs glang gis gsungs pa'i don rNam 'grel las I

dpag bya dpog par byed pa yi66 //

don gyi tha snyad gnas pa 'di //

shes pa la grub tha dad la //

brten nas rnam par brtags pa67 yin I/68

zhes gsungs pa ltar / gzhi dngos po dgos pa byas pas sgra mi

rtag pa dang du ba la la6y me yod du sgrub pa la yang / rtog

pa la sgra dang la gnyis de gnyis ma yin pa las log par snang

ba'i don nyid dgag sgrub kyi dngos rten yin gyi / sgra dang la
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nyid dngos kyi rten ma yin te / dgag sgrub byed pa'i rtog pa

la dngos su mi snang ba'i phyir dang /70

zhes gsungs pa'i phyir / dgag sgrub rtog pa'i don byed ces pa'i don yang
dper na byas pa'i rtags kyis sgra mi rtag par sgrub pa'i phyogs chos grub
pa na / phyi rgol de'i rtog ngo na / sgra dang por grub nas de'i rjes su
sgra la byas pa gsar du brten pa Ita bu'i snang tshul yod cing / gnas tshod
la rim pa de 'dra med pa'i don no //.

N O T E S TO CHAPTER 11

The original publication contains the following statement: "This article is a re-

sult of a collaboration that took place between the authors in seminars at Lau-

sanne in May 1996 and at Ann Arbor in September 1997 as part of the ex-

change agreement between the University of Lausanne and the University of

Michigan. The authors would like to gratefully acknowledge financial support

from the two universities and from the Elisabet de Boer Foundation."

1 See n. 17 and 7.

2 See Mimaki (1976: 60-61).

3 See, e.g., his Tshad ma rigsgter dgongs rgyan smadcha 76a 1 - 7 (= p. 151).

Sakya mchog ldan's position turns on the Rigs gter ba apoha theory's con-

trast between theoretical explanation ('chadpa) and pratical application (jug

pa) and especially the contrast between an object of conceptual thought as it

really is (song tshod) (i.e., a mental representation) and what we mistakenly

assume it to be (rlom tshod). See Tillemans (1995a: 869 and n. 19) and

Dreyfus (1997: 161, 163, 167 etpassim). Note that this latter schema, i.e.,

song tshod kyi chos can and rlom tshod kyi chos cany is applied to the problem

of dsraydsiddha in a way that does not seem to coincide fully with the sva-

dharmin and kevaladharmin contrast. See n. 13 on svadharmin vs. kevala-

dharmin.

4 Selections from his work on particulars and universals, i.e., his Rang mtshan

spyi mtshan gyi mam bzhag rtsom phro, have been translated in Klein (1991).

A translation of his commentary on the Heart Sutra appears in Lopez (1988:
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137-59). His work on the proof of the Buddha's authority in Dharmakirti's
PV, i.e., the s Ton pa tshad ma*i skyes bur sgrub pa'i gtam, has been translated
and studied in Tillemans (1993a). Lopez (1987) refers to many parts of
bsTan dar's gCigdu bralgyi mam bzhag. Finally, elements of bsTan dar's
grammatical work, the Sum cupa dang rtags juggi don go sla bar bsdus pa'i
bshadpa skal Idan yid kyi pad ma 'byedpa / snang ba 'i mdzod, have been stud-
ied in T. Tillemans and D. Herforth (1989).

5 Cf. MA, k. 1: nihsvabhdvd ami bhdvds tattvatah svaparoditdh I ekdneka-
svabhavertii viyogdtpratibimbavat //. Santaraksita proposes to show that enti-
ties accepted by Buddhists as well as those advocated by non-Buddhist adver-
saries are without any intrinsic nature (svabhdva) because of being neither
one nor many different things. Skt. in Bodhicarydvatdrapanjikd 173, 17-18;
translation Ichigo (1985: cxxxv). Note that following rGyal tshab's dBu ma
rgyangyi brjed byang (Sarnath ed. p. 80), the refutation of partless conscious-
ness is in the context of the refutation of the Sautrantika view that the "man-
ifold is non-dual" (sna tshogs gnyis medpa). The Madhyamaka argues that the
aspects/images (mam pa; dkdra) cannot be substantially distinct (rdzas tha
dad) from each other, because they are not substantially distinct from a part-
less unitary consciousness (shespa cha med gcig): mDo sdepa'i lugs dgagpa la /
sna tshogs gnyis medpa / sgo nga phyad tshal ba I mam shes grangs mnyam pa V
lugs dgagpa 'o // dangpo ni I shes sogs bzhi la I shes pa gcig la sngo ser dkar dmar
sogs mam pa da ma shar ba "i tshe mam pa de mams rdzas tha dad min par thai
/ de mams shes pa cha med gcig dang tha dad min pa'i phyir /. Cf. MA, k. 34 et
sq.; cf. also Tsong kha pa's dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris 8a (Sarnath ed. p. 41;
trans. Tillemans [1984c: 3651): galte sbyor ba 'di rangrgyuddu byedna /
gzhan gyis smras pa V bdag dang dbangphyug la sogs pa dang I rang sdes smras
pa / sditg bsngal dang I shes pa cha med kyi chos can ma grub pas Iphyogs chos
ma grub par gyur bos mi fthad do zhe na /. The entities accepted by others in-
clude the dtman and Is'vara, while those accepted by the Buddhists include
suffering, partless consciousnesses and so forth.

6 The term is an adaptation of the Indian Buddhist requirement that debate
is about what the opponent desires to know (jijndsd, jijndsita), i.e., whether
a certain property qualifies a certain subject. Cf, e.g., NBT adNB III, 92:
prativddino hiyaj jijndsitam tatprakarandpannam I. On the term shes fdod
chos can (*jijndsitadharmin), see the definition in Yongs 'dzin rtags rigs (ed.
Onoda: 17).

7 For the varieties of asiddhahetu, see NB III, 57 et sq. (trans. Stcherbatsky:
172ff.) and in particular NB III, 65 on dharmyasiddha; for the dGe lugs pa clas-
sification see Yongs dzin rtags rigs, p. 57, which speaks of a triple classification



WHAT CAN ONE SAY ABOUT NONEXISTENCE? l6j

of asiddhahetu, those which are due to objective facts (don la Itospa), due to
attitudes (bio la Itos pa) such as doubt, and those which are due to the de-
baters (rgol ba la Itos pa) having incompatible views on the nature of the sub-
ject. The "reason that is unestablished (asiddha) because of the nonexistence
of the entity of the subject" (chos can gyi ngo bo mednas ma grub pa'i gtan
tshigs) is a subdivision of the first category.

8 On these two types of negation, see Kajiyama (1973: I67f.) and the refer-
ences in his n. 1. Indian Buddhist logicians had the important insight that
proving a mere negation of existence is, in its logical structure, quite different
from proving positive qualities, and that in the former case (i.e., simple de-
nial along the lines of "it is not so that S is existent") subject failure is not a
problem at all whereas in the latter case it is. Cf. Matilal (1970). Tibetan ex-
planations of ds'rayasiddha, such as those found in dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris
and iCang skya grub mtha \ generally cite a passage from Kamalas'lla's MA as
being the source for this idea. The quotation in question is found in MA, D.
172a6-bl, P. 188a3-6: gang la dngospo / chosyodpa / ngo bor sgrubpar mi
dodkyi don kyangsgro btags pa'i chos mam par gcadpa sgrub pa tsam zhig
brjod par 'dodpa de la ni ma grub pa nyid la sogs pa'i nyes pa brjodpa tha
snyad du yang dngos por gyur pa V chos can mi dgos te / de ni de'i chos may in
pa 'i phyir ro II de la Itos nas kyang de V chos can nyid du mi 'thadpa V phyir ro II
de ma grub tu zin kyang bsgrub par by a ba med na de mi 'byung ba 7 gtan tshigs
mngon par 'dodpa'i don grub pa la gegs byedpa med pa'i phyir ro //; translated
in Lopez (1987: 358). On Kamalas'lla's different treatment of dsray'dsiddha in
his earlier Madhyamakdlamkdrapanjikd and in the later MA, see Kobayashi
(1989). The Tibetan dGe lugs pa treatment of the problem has been devel-
oped in detail in Lopez (1987: 168-80), Klein (1991: 118-19, 173-81, et
passim).

In fact the central idea in the MA that one avoided dsraydsiddha when the
property being proved was a simple negation was already clearly formulated
well before Kamalas'ila. What we find in the Indian Buddhist literature is
that Dharmakirtian commentators, like Devendrabuddhi and Sakyabuddhi, in
their explanations of PVIV, k. 136-48, emphasize the idea that subjects, like
space, taken as real (dngos por gyur pa = vastubhuta) by the opponents, are ke-
vala in nonexistence proofs where the property to be proved and the reason are
"mere exclusions" (rnampar gcodpa tsam = vyavacchedamdtra); in these special
cases, the subjects can be negated with impunity. Although Devendrabuddhi
himself does not gloss these "mere exclusions" by the notion of non-implica-
tive negations (prasajyapratisedha) so often invoked in Buddhist philosophy,
the transition is very natural and is, indeed, explicitly made by Sakyabuddhi:
mere exclusion means that no entity or positive property is stated, implied or
presupposed. See PVP D. 296b4 et seq. and PVT D. 269a4-5:
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gtan tshigs rnam par gcod pa'i ngo bo ma grub pa nyid ma yin no zhes
by a ba ni I cig car sgra sogs rgyu min phyir I zhes by a ba'i gtan tshigs
rnam par gcod pa tsam gyi ngo bo med par dgag pa tsam gyi mtsban
nyid ma grub pa nyid ma yin te / dngos por gyur pa *i chos can med na
yang tha snyad pa'i chos can rnam par gcod pa tsam la gnod pa med
pa'i phyir ro // "When [Devendrabuddhi] says 'a logical reason that
is of the nature of an exclusion is not unestablished,' he means that
a logical reason like 'because it is not the cause for [producing its
various effects like] sound etc. all at once/ which is of the nature of
a mere exclusion, i.e., which has the character of a simple
prasajyapratisedha, is not unestablished. This is because in spite of
there being no subject that would be a real entity, there is no in-
validation of the mere exclusion of the conventionally designated
subject."

Our thanks to Mr. Ryusei Keira for making us aware of this passage from
Sakyabuddhi.

This position concerning "mere exclusion" was adopted by later Indian
writers such as Prajnakaragupta, Kamalasila and by Tibetans such as Tsong
kha pa, et ai, with the further development that it was argued that when a
Buddhist logician was proving a mere exclusion, or non-implicative negation
(e.g., that such and such a pseudo-entity did not exist), the Buddhist propo-
nent's intended subject, the svadharmin, was just the conceptual image. (In
the case of Dharmakirti and Devendrabuddhi it is not at all clear that this
last additional development is also attributable to them. See n. 13. [Editor's
note: see also chapter 8 in the present volume.]) Ngag dbang bstan dar shows
the rough edges and pitfalls of this Indo-Tibetan attempt to use the distinc-
tion between the two types of negation as a watertight way to delineate be-
tween harmless subject failures and genuine dsraydsiddha.

9 Unidentified in 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa. The example purports to show
that the property being predicated of a nonexistent subject (like a rabbit's
horn) can be a positive entity (vidhi) or an implicative negation: it need not
necessarily be a prasajyapratisedha if we are to avoid dsraydsiddha. The prop-
erty being proved here, viz., "being fit (rung ba = yogya) to be designated by
the word 'moon,'" is itself a positive entity. Ngag dbang bstan dar, suppos-
edly following 'Jams dbyangs bzhad pa, has hearkened back to the argumen-
tation found in the pratitibddhd section in PV IV, k. 109-30, NB III, PVin
III, etc., where Dharmakirti develops the idea that any word is fit (yogya) to
designate any object, the use and correctness of words depending only upon
the speaker's linguistic intention (vivaksd). Cf. PV IV, k.109:
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arthesv apratisiddhatvdt purusecchdnurodhinah I istasabddbhidheya-
tvasydpto 'trdksatavdg janah II "An intended word's designatum
(abhidheya), which is in keeping with people's wishes, is unrestricted
with regard to objects. Therefore, the person [i.e., the user of lan-
guage], whose speech is unopposed, is an authority here (i.e., with
regard to the designatum of the word]."

This doctrine of unrestricted yogyatd is being alluded to in the present ar-
gument. Thus, a rabbit's horn is indeed fit to be the designatum (abhidheya)
of the word "moon," in that there is no objective or intrinsic nature found in
words or objects that would preclude such a use.

Ngag bdang bstan dar is obviously playing with a frequently found reason-
ing (prayoga) called grags pa'i nags (''reason based on what is commonly ac-
cepted" [gragspa = prasiddha, prattti]). This reasoning is given in Indian and
Tibetan texts to establish the fact that sasin {ri bong can, "that which has a
rabbit," "that which is hare-marked") is fit to be the designatum of the word
candra ("moon"). The trick is to change ri bong can to ri bong rwa C'the rab-
bit's horn"). On the Indian reasoning, see Durvekamis'ra's Dharmottara-
pradipa 184.16-17:

evarn tu prayoga drastavyah yo 'rtho vikalpavijndnavisayah sa sdnike-
tikena sabdena vaktum sakyah I yathd sdkhddimdnartho vrksasabdena
I vikalpavijhanavisayas ca sasiti I "The formal argument (prayoga)
should be regarded as follows: 'Whatever entity is the object of a
conceptual cognition, can be designated by an agreed upon word,
just like the entity having branches and so forth [can be designated]
by the word 'tree'. Now, sasin is the object of a conceptual cogni-
tion."3 (The conclusion is that sasin can be designated by the agreed
upon word candra?)

The usual Tibetan formulation of the prayoga is: ri bong can la zla ba zhes
pa / sgras btjodrung bayin te Irtogyulnayodpa'i phyir /"That which is hare-
marked is fitting to be designated by the word 'moon' because it exists as an
object of conceptualization"; see Yongs 'dzin nags rigs, p. 46.

10 See Tshad ma rigs rgyan 117a.

11 See Lopez (1987: 173—74). just as it was shown that avoidance of
dsrayasiddha is possible even where the property is a positive entity, so now
Ngag bdang bstan dar shows that the reason and property being non-im-
plicative negations will not guarantee that dsrayasiddha is avoided. To say
that the rabbit's horn is the subtle seflessness of the elements because it is
their consummate nature is a case of dsraydsiddha, even though both the
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reason and the property are simple negations. In short, it is not so that ds'rayd-
siddha is avoided if and only if the reason and property are vyavacchedamdtra.
Ngag dbang bstan dar, to his credit, proposes a stricter criterion than had his
Indo-Tibetan predecessors: dsraydsiddha will be avoided if and only if the
reason and property do not imply existence. The innovation here is discrete,
but it represents a radically different, and even in some ways better, approach:
it turns on the sound logical insight that certain properties (like being blue,
etc.) imply existence, while others (like "being thought of") do not, and that
subject failure will lead to refutation in all and only the former types of cases.

12 The term rang rten chos can is most likely a Tibetan invention, based on
Tibetan writers' choice of a rather misleading Tibetan translation of the
PSV, a translation which was also reflected in the sDe dge and Co ne edi-
tions of PS III, k. 2. See Tillemans (1984c: 42) for the details. In brief,
PSV(a) adVS III, k. 2cd reads deyang ma bsal ba'0 //mngon sum don dang
tjes dpag dang //yid ches gragspas rang rten Wo, whereas the Peking version of
PS III, k. 2cd and of PSV(b) have: ranggi chos can la mngon sum don dang
rjes dpag dang // yid ches grags pas ma bsal ba'o //. See Kitagawa (1973:
471-72). What happened is that major dGe lugs and Sa skya writers cited
PSV(a)\s text mngon sum ... rang rten la '0 without the initial deyang ma bsal
ba 0, which they probably considered to be an independent sentence due to
its final particle. Now, we do have Sanskrit fragments of PS III, k. 2:

svartlpenaiva nirdesyah svayam isto 'nirdkrtah / pratyaksdrthdnumd-
ndptaprastddhena svadharmini//"[A valid thesis] is one which is in-
tended (ispa) by [the proponent] himself (svayam) as something to
be stated (nirdesya) according to its proper form alone (svarupe-
naiva) [i.e., as a sddhya]; [and] with regard to [the proponent's] own
subject (svadharmin), it is not opposed (anirdkrta) by perceptible
objects (pratyaksdrtha), by inference (anumdna), by authorities (dpta)
or by what is commonly recognized (prasiddha)."

It can be seen that anirdkrta - ma bsal ba, and that placing this before
mngon sum... rten l/t'o is an attempt to follow the Sanskrit word order, but is
virtually incomprehensible in Tibetan: hence PSV(b) and the Peking version
of PS III, k. 2 is preferrable, also because it reads ranggi chos can (-svadhar-
min). Nonetheless, most Tibetan writers seem to have chosen PSV(a)'s read-
ing; such is the case for Tsong kha pa, Go rams pa bsod nams seng ge, Sakya
mchog Idan, but also for the earlier writer bTsun pa ston gzhon (thirteenth
century), who in his rNam grelgyi mam bshadgangs can gyi rgyan, p. 438
clearly gives credence to PSV(a): rang rten la'o zhes ranggi chos can sniospa la
dgospa ciyod... Finally not just Tsong kha pa, but rGyal tshab in his rNam
grel thar lam gsal byed to PV IV, k. 136-48 repeatedly phrased his explana-
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tions in terms of rang rten chos can. In what is an ironic, but understandable
blunder, Ngag dbang bstan dar will subsequently on p. 455 argue that
Dignaga himself did not speak of ranggi chos can (svadharmin), but rather
ranggyi rten.

13 Ngag dbang bstan dar has introduced one of the key themes in the Indo-
Tibetan explanations of dsraydsiddha^ viz., the contrast between svadharmin
and kevaladharmin. Amongst Indian authors, the starting point in their dis-
cussion of dsraydsiddha consists in Dignaga's definition of the thesis
(paksalaksana) in PS III, k. 2, in particular, the specification that the thesis
should not be opposed (anirdkrta) by perception and other means of valid
cognition with regard to the proponent s own intended subject (svadharmini
"with regard to his own subject"). See n. 12. While Dignaga only spoke of
svadharmin, Dharmakirti in PV IV, k. 136-48 introduced the idea of a con-
trast between svadharmin and kevaladharmin, the latter being a nominal or
unrelated subject, one which may be merely stated but which is not actually
what is qualified by the property to be proved. This contrast comes up again
and again in Ngag dbang bstan dar, and indeed he mentions the twelve
kdrikds in PV IV (not III!) as being the Indian source.

Important in the philosophical background to this discussion of svadhar-
min and kevaladharmin (although not so often explicitly cited in Tibetan
texts) is Dignaga's treatment in the Nydyamukha of the Samkhya's arguments
concerning Primordial Matter (pradhdna) and other such postulates in the
Samkhya system. Dignaga had argued "pradhdna and so forth do not exist
because they are not perceived" (na santi pradhdnddayo hupalabdheh) and
spoke of "non-perception being a property of an imagined object" (kalpi-
tasydnupalahdhir dharmah). See Katsura (1992: 230-31); Tucci (1930:
16-17); Sanskrit fragments in Svavrtti(ed. Gnoli: 105 and 107). This idea
of an imagined subject was then generalized by Dharmakirti to form a key
part of his apoha theory. In particular, he took the anti-Samkhya argument
in Dignaga's NM proving the nonexistence of pradhdna as well as the NM's
phrase kalpitasydnupalabdhir dharmah to lead to the general principle in PV
I, k. 205-12, the Svavrtti and PVin III that the directly designated objects of
words were always conceptual representations (kalpand); he then maintained
that although pradhdna did not exist as something real and external, its con-
ceptual representation, or in other words, the verbal object (sabddrtha) ex-
isted, so that the charge of dsraydsiddha did not apply.

In later developments, including what we find in the dGe lugs pa positions
and clearly in Ngag dbang bstan dar, the Dharmakirtian general principle of
designata being only concepts will be combined with the svadharmin versus
kevaladharmin contrast to explain when dsraydsiddha is avoidable and when
it is not. Grosso modo, in nonexistence proofs the svadharmin is the concept
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and no more; the kevaladharmin is the pseudo-entity. Ngag bdang bstan dar
here (following Tsong kha pa and others) applies this point of view to PV
IV, k. l4l-42's discussion where the Buddhist refutes the Vais'esika's version
of space. Thus the Vais'esika's space becomes the kevaladharmin, whereas the
conceptual representation of space is the svadharmin, i.e., the subject ac-
cepted by the Buddhist himself. Although the kevaladharmin is obviously re-
futed, the svadharmin is not and hence dsraydsiddha is avoided. However,
this synthesis is arguably a later invention. Tillemans is of the opinion that
while for a writer like Kamalas'lla (who figures so prominently in the Tibetan
theories) this move to combine the notions of svadharmin and conceptual
subjects is present in his MA, in the case of Dharmakirti this combination is
not very likely. The kdrikds in PV IV (viz., k. 141-42) that are often inter-
preted as supporting this combination are probably better interpreted differ-
ently. First of all, Prajnakaragupta's PVBh ad?V IV, k. 141-42 clearly
specifies two interpretations of the kdrikds at stake. One advocates proving
nonexistence with regard to a subject that is "completely derived from con-
ceptual thought" (vikalpaparinisthite dharmini) and thus that the conceptual
subject is the svadharmin. The other paraphrases the controversial reasoning
about space in such a way that the svadharmin becomes a real entity accept-
able to the Buddhist, namely, the impermanent space that Buddhists them-
selves accept. See PVBh 550.18: tathdpy anityam dkds'am dharmi bhavisyati.
Secondly, this latter interpretation in PVBh fits noticeably better into the
rest of the argumentation in PV IV, k. 136—48, where a completely parallel
reasoning against the Samkhya sukhddi ("pleasure, etc." = the three gunas) is
introduced by tathaiva ("in precisely this way") in k. 144—45. This time the
svadharmin is clearly taken by Dharmakirti as not being the conceptual repre-
sentation of sukhddi, but as being the ordinary, impermanent sensations of
pleasure that the Buddhist himself acknowledges. The impression is that
reading an advocacy of the combination of svadharmin with conceptual sub-
jects into Dharmakirti is a later position that may well change Dharmakirti's
own stance. The svadharmin may well have been no more than an entity ac-
ceptable as real (and not conceptual) to the Buddhist himself And determin-
ing what this actual subject was seems to have involved paraphrasing of the
explicitly stated arguments, but had little to do with postulating conceptual
subjects. [Editor's note: see chapter 8 in the present volume.]

14 Ngag dbang bstan dar is (correctly) simplifying the argument. As it
stands in Dharmakirti, the reasoning at stake seeks to prove that space does
not have "a novel nature unproduced by other conditions," in other words,
a permanent but real intrinsic nature. Cf. PV IV, k. 141-42:

yathd parair aniitpddydpurvaruparn [i] na khddikam / sakrcchabdd-
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dyahetutvdd ity nkteprdha dusakah II tadvad vastusvabhdvo san dharrni
vyomddir ity api I naivam istasya sddhyasya bddhd kdcana [2] vidyate
II "When [the Buddhist] states that space, etc. do not have a novel
nature unproduced by other [conditions] because they are not
causes for [producing their qualities such as] sound, etc. all at once,
then the [Vaisesika] adversary might say that like that the subject,
space, etc., would also not: have the nature of a real entity. [Dhar-
maklrti's position:] In this fashion [even though the subject is in-
validated (3)], there is in fact no invalidation of the intended
[proposition] to be proved (sddhya) at all."

[1] Miyasaka's amitpddydpurvarupan is wrong; [2] Miyasaka: kvacana—
cf. Tib. ga' yang; [3] PVV evam dharrnibddhane 'pi.

15 The argument presupposes some fundamental positions in the dGe lugs
pa understanding of apoha. In brief, the dGe lugs pa explain the conceptual
representation of real space (dngos gyur gyi narn mkha' = vasttibhutdkdsa) as
being "what appears as excluded from the contrary of real space" (dngos gyur
gyi narn mkha' may in pa las log par snang ba). They then add the additional
step that not only does the conceptual appearance/representation {snang ba)
itself appear in this way but real space itself (albeit nonexistent) also appears
(snang) as excluded from the contrary of real space. The result is that the dGe
lugs can argue that the svadharmin, the actual dharmin that is being argued
about, i.e., the conceptual representation, appears concordantly (mthun
snang) to both parties in the debate. However, the Vais'esika, who believes in
vastubhutdkdsa, does not know that it is only a mentally invented concept
being argued about rather than vasttibhutdkdsa itself. The opponent thus has
the impression that he is arguing about actual space, while the Buddhist pro-
ponent knows that they are both only arguing about the concept. This is said
to be possible because both real space itself and the representation/appear-
ance (snang ba) appear erroneously mixed together ('dres nas) to conceptual
thought. An analysis of this type of argumentation is to be found in Tille-
mans (1995a); see Lopez (1987: 178-79) for rGyal tshab's use of the same
type of argument; see Klein (1991: 35-36) on ICang skya's and bsTan dar's
position that "the actual object appears, mixed with its image, to thought";
see also Yoshimizu (1997: 1107-8); Dreyfus (1992: 36 etsq). Tillemans
stresses that the position that Xitself appears (snang ba) to the conceptual
thought about X\s by and large a dGe lugs pa-gSang phu ba development,
with problematic or no antecedents at all in India. It seems co be equally re-
jected by Sa skya pas like Sakya mchog ldan; see Tillemans (1995a: 872 et
sq.). In part, the position was facilitated by the syntactical ambiguities in the
Tibetan term snang ba, which can mean "appears," "what appears" and "ap-
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pearance." [Editor's note: Tillemans (1995a) is reprinted as chapter 10 in the
present volume.]

16 Seen. 12 for PS III, k. 2cd.

17 These verses are not from the Pratyaksa (PV III) chapter; they are from
the Pardrthdnurndna chapter, i.e., PV IV, k. 136-48. Nor did Dignaga use
rang rten instead of ranggi chos can (= svadharmin); see n. 12. Here are some
of the principal verses amongst the twelve. Additions generally follow
Manorathanandin's PW:

136: sarvatra vddino dharmo yah svasddhyatayepsitah I taddharma-
vati[i] bddhd sydn ndnyadharmena dharmini II "Always, invalida-
tion (bddhd) [of the thesis] would occur in a case of [invalidation
ofj the possessor of that property (dharma) that the proponent him-
self intends to prove (sddhya), but not in the case of a subject (dharmin)
[that is qualified] by some other property."

143: dvayasydpi hi sddhyatve sddhyadharmoparodhi yat I bddhanam
dharminas tatra bddhety etena varnitam //"Indeed, given that both
are to be proved (sddhyatva), then when invalidating the subject
negates the property to be proved, in that case there will be an in-
validation [of the thesis]. Such is what is expressed by the [words
'his own subject' (svadharmin)]."

147: svayam is to yaw dharmah sddhyas tasmdt taddsrayah I bddhyo na
kevalo ndnyasams'rayo veti sucitam //"It was asserted [by Dignaga]
that as the property that [the proponent] intends himself is what is
to be proved {sddhya), therefore, the basis of this [property] is what
is to be invalidated, and not something nominal or the basis for a
[property] other [dian the one being proved]."

[1] Read taddharmavati instead of Miyasaka's tad dharmavati.

18 Ngag dbang bstan dar refers here to one of the three characteristics
(rupa) of valid reasons: the paksadharmatva ("[the reason's] being a quality of
the subject"). Cf. the definition of the paksadharrna(tva) in Yongs 'dzin rtags
rigs, p. 23:

de sgrub kyi shes 'dod chos can sky on med kyi steng du 'god tshul dang
nithunparyodpa nyiddu tshadmas ngespal "It [i.e., the reason] is
ascertained by a pramdna to exist relative to the faultless subject of
enquiry in accordance with the mode of presentation."

The 'god tshul, or "mode of presentation," in Ngag dbang bstan dar (as in
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Yongs 'dzin nags rigs) refers to the type of verb stated in the reason, i.e., the
copula yin as in e.g., byaspayinpa'iphyir or byaspazphyir "because.. .is a
product" or the existential yod as in du ba yodpa'i phyir "because there is
smoke." We thus have the possibility of yin 'god or yod 'god. The point of in-
cluding 'god tshul dang mthun par in the definition of the paksadharma(tva) is
a rather cumbersome way to guarantee that the subject possesses the property
of the reason in the very same way as the proponent has stated, i.e., yin ox yod,

19 Ngag dbang bstan dar's reply here and in what follows turns on the
principle that the reason must be a property of the subject, i.e., of the sva-
dharmin: in other words, the reason must be apaksadharma (see n. 18).
Now, when we prove that space is not a permanent substance, the concep-
tual representation of space is indeed not a substance, and will also be quali-
fied by the reason. Thus the paksadharmatva will hold. On the other hand, if
we are validly proving that sound is impermanent because it is produced,
then sound itself (and not the concept of sound) must be the svadharmin.
This is because sound is both impermanent and something causally pro-
duced—hence the paksadharmatva holds with regard to that subject, i.e.,
sound qua particular, rather than the concept of sound. See Lopez (1987:
175-76).

20 On the Tibetan development of the problem of chos can mthun snang ba
("concordantly appearing subjects") see D. Lopez (1987: 78 etpassim);
Hopkins (1989); Yotsuya (1995); Tillemans (1990: 42f); Tillemans and
Tomabechi (1995: n. 25). The term chos can mthun snang ba is a Tibetan
invention with no Sanskrit equivalent. The notion is developed by Tsong
kha pa in Lam rim chen mo, Drangs nges legs bshad snyingpo and other works
as a philosophical elaboration upon a section in the Bhavaviveka-Candraldrti
debate in PrP I (ed. L. de la Vallee Poussin, reprint ed.: 26. etseq.), where
Realist and Sunyavadin conceptions are argued to be radically incommensu-
rable so that there are no commonly acknowledged (ubhayaprasiddha) sub-
jects when the two parties are debating about ultimate truth—see Tillemans
(1992c: n. 5) for a translation of the passage from PrP. The issue is also
taken up by non-dGe lugs pa writers (such as Go rams pa bsod nams seng ge
in his ITa ba'i ngan j<?/4laf), but plays a particularly important, and undeni-
ably complex, role in the dGe lugs pa Svatantrika Madhyamaka system.

Ngag bdang bstan dar is presupposing an understanding of Tsong kha pa's
position on Svatantrika. The point in the argument is delicate. Judging by
the previous discussion, bsTan dar seems to accept that the svadharmin in
the Buddhist-Vais'esika argument, viz., the concept of space, is what both
parties are actually arguing about—nonetheless this conceptual svadharmin,
as he had said earlier, could not be explicitly acknowledged by the Vais'esika
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opponent, who thinks he is arguing about real space (vastubhutdkdsa). bsTan
dar then argues that space itself is incommensurable for both parties, i.e.,
given the parties' differing respective views on what space is, a concordantly
appearing and commonly acknowledged (ubhayaprasiddha) space cannot be
what they are arguing about: space is thus the kevaladharmin and cannot be
the svadharmin. (Here one could reasonably ask if the svadharmin, i.e., the
concept, appears concordantly to both, given their respective positions.) In
what follows, Ngag dbang bstan dar alludes to an objection in PrP that if the
Realist and Sunyavadin have no commonly recognized subject, then nor do
Buddhists and Vais'esikas when they argue about sound being impermanent
or not, given that both have different conceptions of what sound is; see PrP
(reprint ed.: 29). The dGe lugs pa reply, based on Candrakirti, is that sound,
irrespective of one's philosophical theories, is heard commonly by both par-
ties, whereas space is just a purely theoretical notion without any perceptual
content in common for both parties.

21 Ngag bstan dar is arguing from a Svatantrika position where concor-
dantly appearing subjects and especially non-erroneous valid cognitions must
be possible for both parties, as this is a condition for the logical reasons being
"autonomous" (rang rgyud = svatantra). The phrase ma 'khrul ba'i tshad ma'i
rnyeddon du mthun snang du grub pa ("established as appearing concordantly
as an object found by non-erroneous means of valid cognition") alludes to
the dGe lugs pa view that for a Svatantrika, who holds a type of limited real-
ism, a pramdna is non-erroneous in apprehending its objects as being estab-
lished by their own intrinsic natures (ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa). Note
that for a Prasangika, by contrast, a pramdna can supposedly never be correct
in this way, because these intrinsic natures do not exist at all, and thus for
him all pramdnas without exception would be erroneous. The incommensu-
rability between Realist and Sunyavadin then lies in the fact that the way the
subject is established by a pramdna (tshad mas grub tshul) will differ for the
two parties, the realist taking the pramdna as non-erroneous and the
Sunyavadin holding it to be erroneous. Cf. sTongthun chen mo, p. 496
(f.l57b3-6):

des na rndor bsdus te go bde bar brjod na I rang gi mtshan nyid kyis
grub pa 'igzhal bya la ma 'khrulpa / tshad mas rnyed don yin par snga
rgolphyi * rgolgnyi ga 'i lugs la mthun snang du grub pa V chos can gyi
steng du /snga rgolgang la dpag 'dodzhugspa V bsgrub bya V chos sgnib
byed kyi gtan tshigs su bkodpa J zhes pa rang rgyud kyi nags kyi don
yin la I chos can de nyid tshad mas 'grub tshul snga rgolphyi rgolgnyi
ga "1 mthun snang du grub pa med kyang spyir chos can de nyid snga
rgol gyi lugs la 'ang tshad mas grub phyi rgol gyi lugs la 'ang tshad mas



WHAT CAN ONE SAY ABOUT NONEXISTENCE? 277

grub ring chos can dangphyogs chos sogsphyi rgollugs la tshad mas grub
pa V khas blangs la 'khrid nas bkod pa / gtan tshigs ni gzhan la grags
kyi ryesdpagces bya'o //. *Text has gyi. "So let us summarize and ex-
plain [things] in an easily comprehensible manner (sic!). The mean-
ing of 'autonomous logical reason' (rang rgyitdkyi rtags = svatantra-
linga) is: what is presented as a logical reason establishing the
sddhyadharma that the proponent wishes to infer on the basis of a
dharmin established as appearing concordantly (mthun snang du
grub pa) for both the proponent's and the opponent's traditions,
namely, [appearing concordantly] as being an entity found by a
pramdna that is unmistaken with regard to prarneyas established by
their own characters (ranggi mtshan nyid = svalaksana). [As for 'op-
ponent-acknowledged' inferences:] Although the way in which this
dharmin is established by pramdnas does not appear concordantly
for both the proponent and opponent, nonetheless in general (spyir)
this dharmin is established by a pramdna in the proponent's tradi-
tion and is also established by a pramdna in the opponent's tradi-
tion; when the logical reason is presented after we have 'guided'
('khrid nas) the dharmin, paksadharma and so forth in terms of po-
sitions established by a pramdna in the opponent's tradition, this is
said to be an 'opponent-acknowledged inference' (gzhan la grags kyi
ryes dpag)"

22 See Lopez (1987: 178-79).

23 Cf. n. 13 for Dignaga's arguments against the Samkhya.

24 bsTan dar cites MA somewhat out of context, as if the quote was un-
problematically Kamalasila's own position. In fact, it is to be found in a very
long purvapaksa where a logician's position is presented, one which Kamala-
sila replied to by drawing partial parallels with his own philosophical project
of proving ultimate lack of intrinsic nature (nihsvabhdvatd). The logician's
position, which looks to be a type of Alikdkdravdda ("false images'), held
that: (a) the dharmin is said a mental entity, but in reality is not mind and
has no real existence at all, being only an imagined and unreal menial image
(dkdra); (b) the ordinary person erroneously conflates the image with the ob-
jects themselves; (c) mind really exists although the images are unreal. (Note
that Santaraksita and Kamalaslla are usually represented in texts on philo-
sophical tenets [grub mtha'= siddhdnta]as leaning towards Satydkdravada
[mam bden dang mthun pa]; sec Mimaki [1982: 29-31, 35].) See MA, D.
174a4-175al:
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ji ste thog ma medpa V ranggi set bonyongs su srnin pa lasyang dag
par byung ha'i mam par rtogpas yongs su bsgruhs pa I by is pa mams
kyisphyi rol dang dngospo nyiddn nye bar brtagspa bio layodpa nyid
chos canyin te I de'i phyir de la brten nas gtso bo la sogspa gogpar
byed do II de ni don dam par ngo bo nyid med kyang mam par 'khrul
pa'i dbang gis phyi rol Ita bu dang I gtso bo la sogs pa dang I tha mi
dad pa Ita bu dang I nus pas stongpa la sogs pa 'i chos mtha' dag dang
idan pa Ita bur rtoggo II de la gtso bo la sogs pa V ngo bo nyid- dgagpa
sgrub pa la gtso bo la sogs pa dgagpa bsgrub par by a ba dang Isgrub
pa dag gzhi gcigpa nyid kyang grub pa kho nayin te I 'di Itar de nyid
by is pa mams kyis phyi rol dang I gtso bo la sogs pa nyid du nye bar
gzung ba rgol ba dang phyir rgol ba dag kyang rab rib can gyis zla ba
gnyis sit mthong ba bzhin du de dang tha mi dad par sems pa kho nas
tha snyad 'dogs pa yi phyir II de ni bios kun brtagspa yin yang de'i mam
pa nyid kyis bio zhes nye bar 'dogs te I 'di dngos su ni bio V ngo ho yang
ma yin te I de ni de dang mtshan nyid mi mthun pa V ngo bo nyid du
snang ba V phyir ro II de V phyir de ngo bo med pa nyid du rab tu
bsgrubs kyang bio ngo bo nyid med pa nyid du thai ba ni ma yin te I
de la phyi rol dang gtso bo la sogs pa 'i ngo nyid dgagpa tshad mas sgrub
par byed kyi I de nyid dgagpa V phyir gtan tshigs sbyor ba ma yin no I
... de 'i phyir rjes su dpagpar by a ba dang I rjes su dpagpa la sogs pa 'i
tha snyad "di thams cad ni bio layodpa'i chos can kho na brten nas
jugpa nyidde I mam pa gzhan mi sridpa 'i phyir ro zhes by a bar 'dod
rial

gal te de Ita yin na I '0 na don dam par ngo bo nyid med kyang kun
brtagspa V chos can la brten nas dgagpa la sogs pa rab tu sgrub par byed
pa la yang gzhi ma grub pa nyid la sogs pa'i nyes pa mi 'jug na ci ste
nan gyis kho bo cag la klan ka tshol bar byed I ji Itar khyed don dam
pa la jug par by a ba'i phyir gtso bo la sogs pa dgagpar kun brtags pa'i
chos can kho na la bsgrub par by a ba dang I sgrub pa 'i sems pa rgyas
par byed pa de bzhin du kho cag kyang gzugs dang sgra la sogs pa grags
pa dag la I yod pa dang medpa la sogs pa'i ngo bo nyid du sgro btags
pa dgagpar by is pa mams la de dag sgyu ma dang Ismig rgyu dang I
rmi lam dang I gzugs brnyan da?ig mtshungs pa nyiddu ston par byed
do II de la ji Itar brtags pa'i chos can la dngos po V ngo bo nyiddu sg?v
btags pa la sogs pa bkag tu zin kyang rgol ba dang phyir rgol ba dag la
snang ba Vphyir ma grub pa nyid la sogs pa "1 nyes pa mi jugpa de bzhin
du gzugs la sogs pa yang gnag rdzi'i chung may an chad kyi skye bo la
snang ba 'i phyir ji Itar ma grub pa nyid du 'g)<ur II.

"[Objection:] It is just something existing in the mind that is the
subject, [something] established by conceptualisations stemming
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from the ripening of their own beginningless [karmic] tendencies
[and] which is metaphorically designated by the infantile as being
external and real. Thus it is with reference to that [fictional mental
existent] that one negates pradhdna and so forth. Although that
[mental existent] does not ultimately have any nature, still, due to
error, it is conceived of as if it were external, as if it were not dif-
ferent from pradhdna and the like, and as if it had all the various
properties like being void of efficacy and so forth. In that case, when
we negate the natures of pradhdna and so forth, the sddhya consist-
ing of negations of pradhdna, etc. and the sddhana [for these nega-
tions] not only have the same locus but are in fact established. This
is because the infantile grasp this [mental existent] alone as being
external and as being pradhdna, etc. and the proponent and oppo-
nent both apply conventional designations simply because they think
that this [mental existent] is not different from [the pseudo-entities
themselves], just as when a person suffering from [the eye-disease]
timira sees the moon as two. Although this [mental existent] is
something [merely] imagined by the mind, it is metaphorically des-
ignated as the mind due to its being an image. In reality, however,
it is not of the nature of the mind, in that it appears as something
different in character from the [mind]. Hence even though it is ac-
knowledged that this [mental existent] is without any nature, it
does not follow that the mind is without nature. In that case, the
negations of natures such as the external and pradhdna, etc. are
proven by means of a pramdna. But one does not apply the logical
reasons in order to negate the [mind] itself....Consequently, all
these conventions, like inferable objects (anumeya), inferring [rea-
sons] (anumdna) and so forth, operate only in reliance upon sub-
jects existing in the mind. Any other way is impossible.

[Reply:] Suppose this were so. Now, even when one proved nega-
tions and so forth in reliance upon imagined subjects, though they
be ultimately without any nature, no fault like dsraydsiddha, etc.
would be committed. So then why direct your criticisms so vocif-
erously against us! Just as you develop ideas of sddhya and sddhana
in reliance upon imagined subjects in order to negate pradhdna etc.
so that you may have access to the ultimate, in the same fashion we
too, in order to negate superimpositions of natures like existence
and nonexistence, etc. upon commonly recognized things like form
and sound, demonstrate to the infantile that these [commonly rec-
ognized things like form, etc.] are like illusions, mirages, dreams
and reflections. In that case, just as [for you], even though [you] do
negate the superimposed nature of being a real entity with reference
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to imagined subjects [like pradhdna, etc.], there are no faults like
fds'raya-Jasiddhafhetu] because these [subjects] appear to both the
proponent and the opponent, so too, since form and so forth also
appear to everyone from cowherds' wives on up, how is it that they
would be unestablished (asiddha)?"

25 Seen. 24.

26 Ngag dbang bstan dar has truncated the passage from the Svavrtti. The
additions to our translation follow the missing portions of the Sanskrit and
Tibetan of the Svavrtti. Note that it is clear from the Sanskrit that Ngag
dbang bstan dar is wrong in reading spyigtso bo'isgra, and that the reading ci
(= kim)gtso bo'i sgra in the bsTan 'gyuris the correct one. Ngag dbang bstan
dar seems to have been seduced by the homonymity of spyi and ci, plus the
fact that pradhdna is usually rendered as spyi gtso bo by indigenous Tibetan
authors of the dGe lugs school. Our translation of the quotation follows the
Svavrtti $ Sanskrit and the Tibetan in the bsTan 'gyury which must yield a
different understanding from that of Ngag dbang bstan dar himself. Unfor-
tunately, it is difficult to guess how the latter would have understood the
passage. But a natural reading of bsTan dar's version of the Svavrtti passage
would be something like: "Thus, in dependence upon this subject, this ob-
ject that appears due to the word pradhdna.

27 "Verbal object" (sgra don; sabddrtha) is, for a logician, always a conceptu-
ally created entity, one having no real existence. Cf. PV III, k. 287ab:
s'abddrthagrdhiyadyatra tajjndnam tatra kalpand II "Wherever consciousness
apprehends a verbal object, it is conceptual."

28 On gzhi Idog and the argument at issue, see n. 30.

29 See n. 30.

30 The term Idog pa (=vydvrtti) is a pivotal term in the Indian and Tibetan
apoha theories of meaning; see Tillemans (1993a: 69-70, n. 6) for explana-
tions and references to PV I. The fundamental idea is that the object directly
designated by a word for Xis a conceptual construction proceeding by exclu-
sion of all which is non-X As for rang Idog and gzhi Idog, these are terms
whose Indian origins, if indeed they have any, seem quite obscure. The terms
figure preeminently in the bsdus grwa literature (and hence in dGe lugs pa
pramdna commentaries) as part of a scholastic category of different sub-types
of the Indian logician's notion of vydvrtti, including also don Idog ("exclusion
qua object") and spyi Idog ("exclusion qua universal"). Given their place in a



WHAT CAN ONE SAY ABOUT NONEXtSTENCE? 281

literature heavily influenced by the Tshadma bsduspa texts of gSang phu tra-
ditions, it is not unlikely that the interpretation of these four subvarieties of
vydvrtti, and possibly even their origin, is due to the gSang phu traditions
stemming from Phya pa chos kyi seng ge. See, e.g., the third chapter of Yongs
'dzin bsdus grwa chung, the chapter concerning Idog pa ngos 'dzin "recogniz-
ing exclusions" (in T. Kelzang and S. Onoda, eds., 1985). The argumenta-
tion in Ngag dbang bstan dar turns essentially on the distinction between
knowing an object Xas being simply an Xitself (rang), and knowing an in-
stance, or basis (gzhi), of Xbut under some other name or description—the
first case is that of rang Idog and the second gzhi Idog Thus, for example, the
rang /^pertaining to a vase (bumpa'i rang Idog), is just the vase and not,
e.g., some particular bulbous golden object that is able to carry water—the
latter would be a gzhi Idog of vase. In the context at hand, a Buddhist and a
Samkhya, when arguing about Primordial Matter, are both arguing about a
mere concept of Primordial Matter, i.e., a verbal object (sgra don). Nonethe-
less they cannot be arguing about the rang Idog of the verbal object (sgra don
gyi rang Idog) of Primordial Matter because this would mean that both know
the verbal object to be just a verbal object, i.e., a conceptually and verbally
created fiction; clearly, the Samkhya does not know this, but thinks that Pri-
mordial Matter is more than just a verbal object, because it is for him fully
real. Thus they are both thinking and arguing about a type of verbal object,
but one that both parties don't consciously recognize as such—hence the in-
sistence on the subject of their deliberations being the gzhi Idog of a verbal
object. See also n. 15 on the dGe lugs pa idea of an object (like Primordial
Matter, etc.) and its conceptual representation appearing "mixed" ('dres nas
snang ba) and hence indistinguishable to the opponent.

31 Literally, "from their exclusions qua the things themselves." On rang
Idog, see n. 30. On the argument at stake, see n. 32.

32 The point is that if we explicitly presented the subject as being something
along the lines of the concept of Primordial Matter, and not Primordial Mat-
ter itself, we would not actually succeed in refuting Primordial Matter. The
argument would not tell against the Samkhya opponent, who is convinced
that there really is such an entity and that it is a fortiori not a mere concept.
On the other hand, when we establish by means ofapramdna that the rea-
son is a property of the subject (paksadharrna), then the subject can only be
the conceptual construct, i.e., only the appearance as Primordial Matter (gtso
bor snang ba nyid). The argument at stake is, in effect, that both the kevala-
dharmin and svadharmin have their purpose: the former assures that the refu-
tation presents the subject as the opponent conceives it, while the latter is
the proponent's actual subject that will serve as the basis upon which will be



282 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

assessed the three characteristics of the logical reason. Finally, note that we
cannot say with any certainty which exact passage(s) from the MA rGyal
tshab rje had in mind.

33 Literally: "the reason...(... rgyu mtshanyang).. .is also due to the reason
(rgyu mtshan gyis y in)."

34 P V IV, k. 228bcd. The whole kdrikd reads:

tasnidd dsritya sabddrtham bhdvdbhdvasamdsrayam I abdhyasrayam
atrestam sarvam vidhinisedhanam II Tib.: dephyir dngos dngos rned
rten can IIphyi rol rten min sgra don la II brten.nas 'dir ni sgrub pa
dang II dgagpa thams cad 'dodpa yin II "Therefore, we accept that
[positive] proof and negation here [in practical activity (vyavahdre)]
in reliance upon a verbal object, which is the basis for being and
non-being [and] which has no external basis."

For the interpretation of the compounds samdsrayam and abdhyasrayam,
see P W : tasmdc chabdasydrtham aropitabahirupam anyavyavacchedam
abdhyasrayam bdhyavisayarahitarn ya eva bhdvdbhdvayor vidhipratisedhavi-
kalpapratipddyayor samdsrayas tarn dsritya vyavahdre sarvam vidhini-
sedhanam istam II.

35 The kdrikd is closely related to the well-known fragment attributed to
Dignaga's Hetumukha and cited in PVSV (Gnoli: 2-3): sarva evdyam
anumdndnumeyavyavahdro buddhydrudhena dharmadharmibhedena. Note
that the Tibetan of k. 183c reads shespa la grub "established in/for thought,
whereas the Pramdnavdrttikavrtti ( P W ) reads pratyayena vikalpake-
naikavydvrttimdtravisayena samsiddham... "established by means of concep-
tual thought, which has as object only an exclusion of unity." Finally, note
that Manorathanandin in P W takes artha as going only with anumeya, i.e.,
anumeydrtha, which is also in keeping with PV Tib. Cf. P W adk. 183: ato
'numdnahetutvdd anumdnasya lin'gasydnumeydrthasydnayor upalaksanatvdt (
dharniinas ca vyavahdrasthitis tv iyam...

36 dGongs pa rab gsal: des. bsTan dar: de'L

37 bsTan dar omits tsam.

38 dBu ma dgongs pa rab gsal 200a.

39 bsTan dar: bar.
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40 PSV(a) ad PS III, k. 2cd. See n. 12.

41 PVTib.: tu. bsTan dar: du.

42 PVIV,k . 136. Seen. 17.

43 */5# wtf rgyan gyi zin bris 10a and other editions in Tillemans (1984c:

385): snang Idog bsTan dar: snang Idog dang

AA Zin bris: 'grub. bsTan dar: sgrub.

45 Zin bris: min. bsTan dar: ma yin.

A6 Zin bris: grub. bsTan dar: sgrub.

A7 Zin bris 10a and other editions: dngos po. bsTan dar: dngos pos.

48 dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris 9b-10a. See Tillemans (1984c: 385).

49 rNam nges dar tik, f. unidentified.

50 mam pa not in Peking and sDe dge editions of MA. See n. 24.

51 P. 190a, D. 174a. Seen. 24.

52 PV I, k.205cd: s'abddrthas trividho dharmo bhdvdbhdvobhaydsrayah II.

53 SvavrttiTib.: ci. bsTan dar: spyi. See n. 26.

54 PVSV adVV I, k.206 (P. 477a3-4; D. 321a2): de has na chos can 'di la
brten nas ci gtso bo / sgra las snang ba V don 'di ni [dngos po nye bar len pa can
nam * ma yin zhesyodpa dang medpa nyid dpyod**par byed do] I. (*P. omits
nam.**V.D. spyod) Skt. ed. Gnoli p. 106: tad atra dharmini vyavasthitdh
[sadasattvam cintayanti] (I) kim ayam pradhanasabdapratibhdsy artho
[bhdvopdddno na veti]l. See n. 26.

55 PVT P. 279b7, D. 238a3.

56 rNam grel tik chen: gtso 'dzin rtogpa.

57 Vol. tha 149a.
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58 rNam 'grel tlk chen reads gangs can pa, which is surely wrong.

59 rNam 'greltik chen vol. tha I49a-b.

60 151b.

61 95b-96a.

62 PVTib.: 'dod lda?i (= kdminydh). bsTan dar: rtogldan.

63 PV I, k. 211: arthakriydsamarthasya vicdraih kirn tadarthindm Isandhasya
rupavairilpye kdminydh kim pariksayd II.

64 bsTan dar: rtags.

65 PV IV, k. 228bcd: [tasmdd] dsritya sabddrtham [bhdvdbhdvasarnds'rayam] I
abdhydsrayam atrestam sarvam vidhinisedhanam I. See n. 34.

66 PV Tib., Zin brir. yi. bsTan dar: dag.

67 PVTib, Zin brisr. brtags pa. bsTan dar: dag pa.

68 PV IV, k. 183: anumdndnumeydrthavyavahdrasthitis tv iyam I bhedam
pratyayasamsiddham avalambya prakalpyate II. The text of PV Tib. cited in
dBu ma rgyan gyi zin bris shows none of bsTan dar's "variants."

69 See Tillemans (1984c: 385, n. 12) on du ba la la. bsTan dar: dn bas la.
Zin bris 9b: du ba la.

70 9a-b. Tillemans (1984c: 384).
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A few clarifications, (a) When pages from the main body of the text are indicated,
corresponding notes are not mentioned if they only provide bibliographical ref-
erences. Notes are generally mentioned when the information given is more sub-
stantial, (b) Some terms have multiple translations of more or less equal accu-
racy. This inelegance came about because the reprinted essays were written over
a longish time span. It seemed best to leave translations of technical terms as
they were, (c) Page references with an asterisk provide the most complete or im-
portant treatment of the term in question.

A lag sha ngag dbang bstan dar, 89, 114 n.
39, 145 n. 41

on dsraydsiddha, 173,180, *chap. 11 passim
on the Buddha's authority, 31, 35 n. 17
on explicit objects of expression and

explicit expressions, 232 n. 13
on the mode of presentation ('god

tshul), 274-75 n. 18,
research on his works, 249, 265-66 n. 4

abhimdnamdtra (mere inflated misconcep-
tion), 216, 221, 222, 231 n. 12, 233 n. 14

ahhrdnta (non-erroneous), 8, 10—11,
50 n. 9, 215, 253

in Yogacara perspective, 21 n. 16
in Svatantrika position, 276 n. 21
see also bhrdntilbhrdnta

abhiitaparikalpa (unreal conceptual
construction), 196

abhyupagama (acceptance)
of a scripture, 34 n. 14, 37, 44, 45
of a treatise as indicating that all within

the treatise is the sddhya, 57, 59
of a thesis as not relying on a treatise,

see sdsatrdnapeksa
see also dgama

abstract entities, 3-4
adars'anamdtra (merely not seeing

[a counterexample]), 54, 61 n. 5,
105, 126, 127

see also counterexample

see also ma khyabpa'i mu
adhyavasdya (determination), 209-11, 221,

222, 228 n. 2, 229 n. 3, 240 n. 25,
243-44 n. 29

adrsydnupalabdhihetu (reason that
consists in the nonperception of an
imperceptible thing), chap. 7 passim

in Dharmaklrti's PVin, PV and PVSV,
156-57, 159,160, 167 n. 9,
168 11. 13

and inaccessible things (viprakrstdrthaX
155-56

invalid use of, 153
E. Steinkellner's views on, 153, 158-60,

164 n. 6, 167-68 n. 11, 168 n. 12
major Tibetan developments of, 153—55,

161-63,164-66 n. 7, 167 n. 8
valid use of, 153—55

dgama (scripture), 27, 30, 33 n. 1, 42-43,152
acceptance (abhyupagama) of,

34 n. 14, 37, 44> 45
and the goals of man, sec purusdrtha
judged immaculate, 35 11.15, 38,

48 n. 4
and perception and inference, 2 5 , 27
and supersensible matters, 11
see also threefold analysis of scripture
see also sdstra
see also idstrdnapeksa
see also agamdsritdnumdna
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see also aptalaptavacana
dgamdsritdmtindna (scripturally based

inference), *28-~3O, chap. 2
passim, 48 n. 2

as turning on an inductive argument, 30
as "infercnce-like-any-other,' 37, 40
accepted "because there is no other

way," 11—12, 42, 43, 64—65 n. 17
as understood by Tsong kha pa,

37-40, 48 n. 4
and pragmatism, 11
see also yid ches pa V rjes dpag

dkdra (image, likeness), 244 n. 32
see also pratibhdsa

dkds'a (space), 173,177-78, 179,180,
272 n. 13, 272-73 n. 14, 253

as a conceptual subject, 252-53, 272
n. 13, 275—76 n. 20

as an example, 13
as a sapaksa, 109-10 n. 22
as a vipaksa, 98
see also vastubhutdkdsa

dkds'agnna (a quality of space), 57, 60, 253
alikdkdravdda (the position that images

[appearing to cognition] are
false), 277 n. 24

anaikdntikahetu (uncertain reason), 98, 99
see also asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu

anirdkrta (not opposed), 56, 62 n. 11, 65,
86 n. 19,172,183 n. 5, 252,
271 n. 13, 270 n. 12

antadvaya (two extremes), 134—35
antarvydpti (intrinsic entailment),

96—97,102, 111-12 n. 33
antarvydptivfidd I antarvydptivddin

(the position that entailement is
intrinsic), 13, 96—97, 100,
TOI—2, 106, 115 n. 42

anumdna (inference), 2, 6, 28, 32, 37, 39,
54, 59, 153, 156, 172, 175, 212, 221,
222, 240 n. 24

as erroneous (bhrdnta), 8-9, n, 209-10
functioning due to the force of real

entities, see vastubalapravrttd-
nnmdna

as intrinsically being a valid means of
cognition, 6

inference-for-oneself, see
svdrthdnumdna

inference-for-others, see
pardrthdnumdna

objective (vastutas), 43, 44, 45
opponent-acknowledged, 276-77 n. 29
as a weak form of correspondence, 9-11
scripturally based inference, see

dgamdsntdninndna

anumeya (what is to be inferred,
inferendum), 71, 76, 91, 108 n. 15,
246 n. 37, 279 n. 24

anupalabdhi (nonperception, non-
apprehension), 53-54, 160, 176, 179

see also adarsanamdtra
see also anupalnbdhihetu

anupalabdhihetn (reason consisting in
nonperception), 35 n. 15, 48 n. 2,
165 n. 7, 167 n. 8, chap. 7 passim

the standard account in Dharmaklrti,
153, 156-58

gTsang nag pa and Bu ston on, 161-62
in the case of imperceptible things,

see adrs'ydnupalabdhihetu
in the case of perceptible things,

see drs'ydnupalabdhihetu
Sa skya pandita on, 161,162-63
Sakyabuddhi on, 158

anvaya (co-presence), 49 n. 5, 89, 90, 93,
97r» 99> TOO> IO4> IO5> IQ8 n- 151
114—15 n. 41,115 n. 42,128,138 n. 4,
142 n. 29

see also vydpti
apoha (exclusion), 3, 4, 95,118,132, 133,

18 n. 1,163-64 n. 4, 209, 234 n. 15,
236 n. 19, 265 n. 3, 271 n. 13, 280 n. 30

applied to the problem of dsraydsiddha,
174, 176, 179, 181, 273 n. 15

the difficult point in the dGe lugs pa
tradition, 144—45 n. 41, *2ii—27,
228-29 n- 3

see also vydvrttilldog pa
Apostel, L., 119
aptalaptavacana (authority, authoritative

speech), 27-28, 41-42, 50 n. 9, 56,
60, 65 n. 18,172, 269 11. 9

see also tshad ma V skyes bu
see also yid ches pa V rtags

Arcata, 53
Aristotle, 20 11. 15, 69, *77-8i, 87 n. 20,

87 n. 22, 119, 193, 195
arthakriyd (pratical efficacy, goal accom-

plishment), *6-j, *i9 n. 6, 211, 223
capacity for (arthakriydsdmarthya), 211,

256-57
confirmation of (arthakriydsthiti),

*6-y, 19 n. 6
arthdpatti (presumption), 72-73, 80, 83

n. 7, 8̂3—84 n. 10
arthasdmdnya. See don spyi
Aryadeva, 27, 30-33, 33-34,189, 195
asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu (reason which

is uncertain because of being too
exclusive), 89, *IO7 n. 8, chap. 5,
passim
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A lag sha ngag dbang bstan dar on 89
and antarvydpti (intrinsic entailment),

97, 99, 101-2
and bahirvydpti (extrinsic entailment),

97, 101-2
Dharmakirti's position, 99, 104-6
Dignaga on, 99,104-5
Dignaga's version psychologized,

99-100
Jinendrabuddhi and Sankaranandana

on, 111-12 n. 33
Nya dbon kun dga' dpal on, 96,

*m-~i2 n. 33
Ratnakarasanti on, 97,111-12 n. 33
rGyal tshab rje on, 101—2
rTags rigs on, 113—14 n. 39
Sa skya Pandita on, 90
Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan

on, 97-99
see also sapaksa

Asian philosophy, 188—89, I 9 I

see also Indian logic
asiddhahetu (unestablished reason),

266—6j n. 7
dsraydsiddha (unestablished basis),

171-76, 180-81, 182 n. 4, 183 n. 5,
chap. 11 passim

see also kevaladharmin
see also svadharmin

atyantaparoksa (radically inaccessible
things, supersensible marters), n,
*29-3o, 32, 34 n. 13, 35 n. 15, 37-39,
42—47, 50 n. 9, 65 n. 17

Aufljebung, 17
Austin, J.L., 9, 20 n. 14
authority. See dptaldptavacana
avastubhuta (unreal), 174, 177, 178
avindbhdva (necessary connection), 104

see also svabhdvapratibandha
avisamvddakatva (trustworthiness, non-

belying), 6, 19 n. 6, 27-28, 30, 31,
33 n. 1, 35 n. 15, 38, 40, 41-45, 50 n. 9

B
bddhaka (invalidator), 152, 164 n. 5
bddhakapramdna. See sddhyaviparyaye

bddhakapramdna
bahirvydpti (extrinsic entailment), 97, 102
Barth, E.M., 119, 140 n. 12
beadshes/dpyadshes (subsequent cognition),

155,160,165 n. 7, 166 n. 7,167 n. 8
bdenpar grub pa (truly established),

135—37* H7 n. 5°> 148 n. 54,197
Belnap, Nuel, 197
Beth, Evert Willem, 187
Bhartrhari, 196, 234 n. 15

bhdva (real entity), 197, 202 n. 19, 203 n. 25,
227-28 n. 2, 237-38 n. 21, 282 n. 34

Bhavaviveka, 13,197, 275 n. 20
Bhavyaraja, 212-13

- bhrdntilbhrdnta (error), 8—11, 20 n. 15,
209-10

as conflation of image and object,
277-79 "• M

hierarchy of, 222—23, 243-44 n. 29
and vikalpa, 21 n. 16, 209-11, chap. 10

passim
theory of unconscious, 209-10, 211,

216, 220-21, 243-44 n. 29
see also log shes

bio rigs (varieties of cognition), 118
Bocheriski, Innocentius, 79, 131,187
Bronkhorst, Johannes, 20-21 n. 16,196
Brouwer, L. and A. Heyting, 194
bsdus grwa (Tibetan Buddhist debate

logic), 3, 4, 15—16, chap. 6 passim,
on apoha, 144 n. 41, 215—16, 280—81 n.

30, see also vydvrttilldog pa
and the catuskoti, 134-38
as a debate logic, 119-20
and Dharmakirti, 125-27
and exfalso sequitur quodlibet, see ex

falso sequitur quodlibet
and formal logic, 139-40 n. 9,145-46

n. 44
history of, 117-18
and Phya pa Chos kyi seng ge, 117, 138

n. 4, 281 n. 30
and pervasion, 127
previous research on, 119
and quantification, 15, *i2i—25
the quirky character of, 132-33, 145—46

n. 44, *224~25, 245—46 n. 36
semantic aspects of, ^129-33, 218
and suppositio, see suppositio
and universals, 229—30 n. 6
use of variables in, 121—24

bsdus pa (epistemological summaries),
215, 238 n. 22, 280-81 n. 30

of Phya pa, 117—18, 212, 220, 230 n. 6,
230 n. 7, 237 n. 21

bSe ngag dbang bkra shis, 118,139 n. 6
bsgrub tshul (proof mode), 93
bslan dar lha ram pa. See A lag sha ngag

dbang bstan dar
bTsun pa ston gzhon, 183 n. 5, 270 n. 12
Bu ston rin chen grub, 161—62
Buddha, 2

miraculous powers of, 31
as knower of supersensible facts, 11-12,

35 n. 15, 38,166 n. 7
as person of authority, 28, 31-32
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correctness of his teaching on voidness
used as an example, 35 n. 17

as not truly existing, 19, 205 n. 31
Buddhist Hybrid English, 4
Buddhist logic/epistemology, 80-81,151,

212, 218, 201 n. 13, 220-21, 224, 234
n. 15, 267 n. 8

as deviant or non-deviant, 17, 118,
*i87~2oo

as term for a philosophical school, 1-2,
191-92

see also tshad ma
see also validity

Bugault, Guy, 195, 203 n. 25
Buridan, Jean, 18, n. 1

Candraklrti, 35 n. 17, 134, 147 n. 50, 202
n. 19, 204-5 n- 3J» 275-76 n. 20

Carvaka, 62 n. 13, 87 n. 19
catuskotilmu bzhi (tetralemma),

*i89~2oo, no n. 22
Aryadeva's description of, 133-34, I^9
in Indian Madhyamaka, 133—34,189
interpreted as therapeutic use of

language, 190
as locally deviant, 194-95, chap. 9

passim
C. Oetke's modal interpretation of,

204 n. 27
and quantification, 197-200
and real entities (bhava), 197
D.S. Ruegg on, 134, 203 n. 25
in Tibetan Madhyamaka, 134-38, 197
translated into formal logic, 199-200
translated into intuitionist logic, 201 n. 7
translated into propositional calculus,

190
and the two truths, 195,196, 199
see also antadvaya
see also deviant logic
see also Middle Path
see also skur 'debs kyi med mtha'
see also sgro 'dogs kyi med mtha'

certainty. See niscayafnis'cita/nges pa
'chadpa vs. 'jugpa (theoretical explana-

tion vs. practical application), 220,
*235-36 n. 19, 265 n. 3

see also song tshod kyi chos can
see also rlom tshod kyi chos can

chos can, 249, 251-52
as appearing concordantly, see chos can

mthun snang ba
in bsdusgnva logic, 129-30
as powerless (nus med), ire quantifica-

tion, redundant

and singular quantification, 122-24
as subject of enquiry, 108 n. 15, 249,

274 n. 18
as topic marker, 121-22
see also dharmin

chos can mthun snang ba (concordantly
appearing subjects), 249, 253, 273
n. 15, ^275-76 11. 20, 276-77 n. 21

chos de ("that dharma" = variable for
propositions), 121

Chos kyi rgyal mtshan. See Se ra rje
btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan

ci'iphyir("why?3\ i.e., a possible
response in debate logic), 120

conceptual thought (vikalpa, kalpand),
3, 8-9, 209-11

and apoha, no n. 27,144 n. 41, 273 n.
15, see also vydvrtti/ldogpa

binary structure of, 203 n. 25
conceptual appearance, see rtogpa'i

snang ba
as correlated with particulars,

20—21 n. 16

dGe lugs pa definition of, 239-40 n. 22
Dharmakirti's definition of, 238-39 n. 22
and the dharmin, 173—77, 178—80,

*25i—58, 268 n. 8, 272 n. 13, 275
n. 19, 275-76 n. 20

as indirectly related to particulars,
227-28 n. 2, 240 n. 25, 257

as "mirroring" real entities, 223-24,
244-45 n. 32

as unreal construction
(abhutaparikalpa), 196

and the verbal object (s'abddrtha),
175-76,184 n. 13, 250, 255-57,
268-69 n. 9, 271-72 n. 13, 280 n. 27

in Yogacara perspective, 21 n. 16
see also abhimdnamdtra
see also bhrdnti/bhrdnta
see also don spyi
see also 'dres nas snang ba
see also rlom tshod kyi chos can

- see also song tshod kyi chos can
conclusions, 45, 100

as absent in pardrthdnumdna, 69—70,193
known through arthdpatti, 72—73, 77,

79-81, 84 n. 10
as necessary in syllogisms, 70, 77-79
Naiyayika's statement of, 81-82 n.2
negative, 191
see also pardrthdnumdna, two-

membered
see also syllogisms, enthymemes

congruence. See truth, theories of
consequentiae, m Medieval logic, 128
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contradiction. See virodhalvimddha
Conze, Edward, 17-18, 195
correlation. See truth, theories of
correspondence. See truth, theories of
counterexample, 12, 21 n. 17, 54, 100

in bsdus grwa logic 120, 124, 128,
142 n. 26

in Dharmakirti, 125-27
see also atLirsanamdtra
see also induction, problem of
see also ma khyabpa'i mu
see also vydpti

D
de la Vallee Poussin, Louis, 141, n. 17, 190
determination. See adhyavasdya
Devendrabuddhi, 104,106, 127

on conceptual thought and error,
228 n. 2

on confirmation of practical efficacy,
6—7, 19 n. 6

on the definition of the thesis, 58,
65 n. 18

on nonexistent subject terms and
kevaladharmin, 173, 182 n. 4

on proving mere exclusions (vyava-
cchedamdtra), 173, 267-68 n. 8

deviance. See logic, deviant
debate logics, 119—20

see also bsdus grwa
dgag bya (what is being refuted, negan-

dum), 135, 147-48 n. 54, 164-65 n. 7
dGa' ldan pa, 211

see abo dGe lugs pa
dGe bshes ngag dbang nyi ma, 109 n.

19, 118, 138 n. 4
dGe 'dun grub pa, 125, 141 n. 17, 213,

216, 229 n. 3, 239 n. 22, 250
on adrs'ydnupalabdhihetu, 152, 160,

167 n. 8
dGe lugs pa, 152, 154

on adrsydnupalabdhi, 154-56, 162-63
on apoha, *2ii-27, 273 n, 15, 280-81

n. 30
on asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu, 89,

97-102
on asiddhahetu, 266-67 n. 7
on as'raydsiddha, 271—72 n. 13, 275—76

n. 20, chap. 11 passim
conservative interpretation of

scripture, 47
and debate logic, 117, 119-38
on the definition of conceptual

thought (kalpand), 238-40 n. 22
on error, 243-44 n. 29, 276-77 n. 21
on sapaksa, 89, 92-101, 103-4

on universal, 163-64 r.. 4, 212,
*2I4~2O, 222-24, 226, 242-43 n. 28

see also under individual dGe lugs pa
authors' names

Dharmakirti, 47, 106 n. i
on adrs'ydnupalabdhihelu, 151, 153,

155-61, 168 n. 13
on apoha, 209—11, 271 n. 13
on arthakriyasamartha, 256-57
on arthasdmdnya, 163-64 n. 4, 234 n. 15
on asraydsiddha, chap. 8 passim, 247—48,

252, 254, 271-72 n. 1}, 274 n. 17
on the definition of the thesis, 53—54,

456 -59, 60, 62-63 n. ij, 6$ n. 14, 65
n. 18, 65-66 n. 19

on error, 223
on pardrthdnumdna, 69-73, 71 •> 79—81
on the relationship between particulars

and knowledge, 227-28 n. 2, 244-45
n. 32

on sabddrtha, 257, 282 11. 34
on sapaksa, 94-96, 99-100, 104—6,

111 n. 29
on scripturally based inference

(dgamdsritdnumdna), 27-30, 32, 37,
*4i-46, 64-65 n. 17

on the statement of the thesis, 71-72,
82 n. 3, 83 n. 7, 86-87 n. 19

on vydpti, 125—27,142 n. 30
Dharmapala, 30, 147 11. 50

authorship of a Nydyamukha
commentary, 55

as a 'grandpupiF of Dignaga, 33
on scripturally based inference, 31-32

Dharniottara, 96, 111 n. 33? 141 n. 20,
212, 221, 240 n. 26

on the compound sddhyadharma-
sdmdnyena, 95

on implication, 84 n. ic
on kalpand, 238 n. 22
on the object of inference, 210
on yogic perception, 245 n. 32

dharmin (subject, topic), 13, 89, 91, 212
all its properties counting as the thesis,

56-57
as conceptual, 246 n. yj
as only commonly recognized things

(prasiddha), 60-61, 65-66 n. 19
and the problem of asraydsiddha,

66 n. 19, 171-72, 247-58, 273 n. 15
in Tibetan debate logic, 121 22
see also chos can
see also kevaladharmin
see also svadharmin

Dignaga, 1, 27-28
on asddhdrandnaikantikaheiu, 104
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commentators on his works, 53-55
his definition of the thesis, *$6, 59, 62

n. 11, 85 11. 14, 86 n. 19,172,183 n. 5,
270 n. 12

and Isvarascna, chap. 3 passim,
on nonexistent things used as logical

examples, 13
on nytlnatd, 85 n. 15
on the objects of perception and

conceptual thought, 221
on pardrthdnumdna, 71-73, 75—77,

82 n. 3
on properties (dhartna) and subjects

(dharmm), 246 n. 37
on pseudo entities such as the

Samkhya's Primordial Matter,
174-75, 253-54, 271 n. 13

relation to Dharmapala, 33
on the thesis-statement, *7i~73, 75-77
on sabdasdmdnya, arthasdmdnya

and the s«gnifier-signified relation,
234 n. 15

on sapaksa and vipaksa, 91, 99,113 n. 37
on scripturally based inference, 27—29

dka'gnad/dka1gnas (difficult point),
211, 213

dngos stobs kyi gtan tshigs (objective
reason), 39

see also vastubalapravrtidnumdna
dngosyul(explicit object [of thought]),

216, 217, 218, 221, *23i~32 n. 13
doctrinalism, dogmatism, 46-47
dod{"l agree," i.e., a response in debate

logic), 120
don gcig(co-exr.ensive), T09 n. 19
don dam par grub pa (ultimately

established), 135—36, 197
don la yodpa "i spyi I don Id gnas pa 'i spyi

(universals which exist in the [real]
objects), 212, 230 n. 6

don spyi (object-universal), 144 n. 41
Indian antecedents of, 163-64 n. 4,

*234 n. 15, 239 n. 22
dpyadpa gsum. See threefold analysis of

scripture
dpyad shes. See bead shcsldpyad shes
dravyasat (substantially existent), 199

see also rdzas yodlrdzas su grub pa
Dreyfus, Georges, 18 n. 4,149 n. 58,164

n. 4, 212, 226, 229 n. 5, 230 n. 6
dres IMS srnrng ba (appearing mixed), 216-

17, 238-39 n. 22, 242 n. 28, 273 n. 15
drstdnta (examples), 91

and antarvynpti, 13
Dharmakirti on, 13, 112 n. 33
their dispensability for intelligent

disciples, 13, 97, 101-2, 112 n. 33
and existential commitment, 14
and the fallacy of asddhdrandnaikdnti-

kahetu, 90
nonexistent entites as, 13
rGyal tshab rje on, 101-2
Tibetan use of, 15-16
and vydpti, 12-16, 90, 125-26

drsydnupalabdhi (nonperception of what
is perceptible), 153, 155, 157-60

drs'ydnupahtbdhihetu (reason consisting
in the nonperception of something
perceptible). See drs'ydnupabibdhi

Dummett, M., 193
Dunne, John, 19 n. 6
Durvekamis'ra, 221, 240 n. 26

ekdnekaviyogahetu ("neither one nor
many" argument), 248, 265 n. 5

entailment. See vydpti
error. See bhrdnti/bhrdnta
ex /also sequitur quodlihet (whatever one

wishes follows from a falsity), 15—16,
*i27-29,142 n. 27

see also gang dran dran yin pas khyab
(whatever one might think of will
be implied)

examples. See drstdnta
exclusion,

semantic theory of, see apoha
and concepts, see vydvrttilldogpa

existential commitment.
See quantification

Paris, J., 123, 141 n. 16
first order predicate calculus. See logic,

first order
flatus vocis, 4
Flew, Anthony, 188-89
Frauwallner, Erich, x, 53
four noble truths, 28, 30

G
gang dran dran yin pas khyab (whatever

one might think of will be implied),
15—16,128,142 n. 28

Gautama,
on the definition of the thesis in

Nydyasutra, 56, 58, 86 n. 19
gegs (obstacle), 211, 213, 215-16, 224, 229

n. 3, 231 n. 12
see also dka'gnad/dka 'gnas

Gillon, Brendan, 21 n. 17
and M. Love, 89, 91, 94,107 n. 6,
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108 n. 12, no n. 26, 114-15 n. 41
and R. Hayes, 114 n. 41, 167 n. 9

Glo bo mkhan chen bsod nams Ihun
grub, 15, 154, 166 n. 7

on adrsydnupalabdhihetu, 162—63, 165
n. 7, 169 n. 21

on vydvrtti, 220, 237—38 n. 21
Go rams pa bsod nams seng ge, 154, 183

n. 5, 270 n. 12, 275 n. 20
on adrsydnupalabdhihetu, 166 n. 7
rejection of real universals, 212, 218,

*229-3O 11. 6
on sapaksa, 90, 92, 97, 108 n. 15

god tshul (mode of presentation), 102,
109 n. 21, *274~75 n. 18

Goldberg, Margaret, 119,129-30, 133,
139-40 n. 9, 145-46 n. 44

on "puzzles" in bsdus grwa logic,
224-25, 245 n. 34

Goodman, Nelson, 4, 18 n. 1
Goodman, Russell, 18 n. 5
grags pa 'i gtan tshigsfgrags pa 'i rtags

(reason based on what is commonly
accepted), 39, 269 n. 9

Graham, A.C., 235 n. 17, 246 n. 36
gross objects and continua. See sthiila
Grzegorczyk, A., 201 n. 7, 205 n. 32
gSang phu/gSang phu sne'u thog, 169

n. 22, 215, 219, 221, 227, 229 n. 6,
238-39 n. 22, 273 n. 15, 281 n. 30

and the dGe lugs pa-Sa skya pa
dialectic, 163

and don spyi, 234 n. 15
research on, 230 n. 7
studies of the Rigs per, 230, n. 6
and "Tibetans" (bod mams), 212, 215,

220
gSer mdog pan chen s'akya mchog Idan,

154, 230 n. 6, 230 n. 7, 248, 270 n. 12
on adrsydnupalabdhihetu, 162—63,

166 n. 7, 169 n. 21
on apoha, 221, 222, 223, 236 n. 19,

237 n. 21
on dsraydsiddha, 173, 265 n. 3
on scripture, 40, 44, 45, *48 n. 4,

*48-49 n. 5
on the subject (dharmin), 173, 182 n. 4,

273 n. 15
on universals, 212, 221—22

gTsang nag pa brtson 'grus seng ge,
161-62

gYag ston sangs rgyas dpal, 162, 230 n. 7
gzhi Idog. See vydvrttilldogpa
gzhi mthun (common basis), 114 n. 39

see also samdnddhikarana

H
Haack, Susan, 146 n. 45, 192, 225
Hansen, Ghad, 235 n. 17
Hattori, Masaaki, 240 n. 24
Hayes, Richard, 46

see also Gillon, Brendan, and R. Hayes
Herzberger, Hans, 18 n. 1
Herzberger, Radhika, 83 n. 5
hetu. See logical reason
hetuvidyd (the science of logical

reasons), 1, 246 n. 36
hetvarthavisayatva (concerning the goal

of the reason), 71, 72, 83 n. 6, 83
n. 7, 84 n. 12

Hintikka, J., 119
history of philosophy, 4-5

evolutionary aspects denied by Indian
commentators, 76-77

House, Son, 124
Hume, David, 244 n. 30
Humpty Dumpty's philosophy of

language, 81

I
images. See dkdra and pratibhdsa
imitative form, fallacy of, 18 n. 3

and misguided notions of faithfulness,
4-5

in reproducing dGe lugs pa apoha-esc,
227

implication. See vydpti
implicative negation. See paryuddsa-

pratisedha
Inami, Masahiro, 35 n. 17, 71—72, 77
incommensurability, 249, 276—77 n. 21

between syllogisms and
pardrthdnumdna, 80-81

see also chos can mthun snang ba
Indian logic, 141 n. 18, 246 n. 36

as accepting the law of contradiction
(virodha), 195

I. Bocheriski on, 187
B.K. Matilal on, 12-15, J6

Indo-Tibetan approach, 5,151-53, 227,
246 n. 38

induction, 51 n. 12, 61 n. 5, 115 n. 41
problem of, 21-22 n. 17, 54
inductive argument for trustworthiness

of scripture, 30, 41, 43-44, 47
Dharmakirti's anti-inductive stance,

43-45, *5O n. 9
shift away from in Dignaga, 100
see also adarsanamdtra

inaccessible things. See viprakntal
vip rakrstdrtha

inference. See anumdna
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innuendo, 79
instantiation, 14-16,120, 235 n. 17
Isvarasena,

as candidate for being the/a commen-
tator on Pramdnasamuccaya, 58,
60-61, 65 n. 18

his interpretation of Dignaga's
definition of the thesis, 56-58, *59

his relationship to Dharmakirti, 53-55
his position on establishing vydpti, 54,

126
and sadlaksanahetu, 54, 151,163 n. 1

James, William, 6-7, 10, 18 n. 5, 51 n. 14,
244 n. 30

'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa, 16-17, 25°> 253>
139 n. 6

on adrsydnupalabdhihetu, 161, 168 n. 15
on dngos rtogs, 231-32 n. 13
on 'godtshul, 109 n. 21
on sapaksa, 92-96, 109-10 n. 22,

111 n. 28
'Jam dbyangs phyogs lha 'od zer, 118
jijndsd/*jijndsitadhar?nin. See shes dod

chos can
Jinendrabuddhi, 221, 240 n. 24

his antarvydptivdda, in—12 n. 33
JnanasYiimkra, 61 n. 1, 221, 222, 240 n. 25
jneya (knowable),

in bsdusgrwa logic, 124,125,129-31, 224
as encompassing all sapaksa and

vipaksa, 91
see also shes bya

jheyatva (being knowable), 130
Johnson, Robert, 124
'jugpa. See 'chadpa vs. 'jugpa

(theoretical explanation vs.
practical application)

justification. See truth, theories of

K
Kajiyama, Yiiichi, 89, 107 n. 8, 267 n. 8
kalpand. See conceptual thought
Kamalas'lla, 180, 247, 248, 249, 254, 255

on lack of subject failure in proofs of
"mere exclusions" (vyavacchedamdtra),
173, *267~68 n. 8, 272 n. 13

his account of the logician's position on
nonexistent subjects, 277-80 n. 24

Karnakagornin, 30, 34 n. 13, 43, 45,
50 n. 9, 99

on adrsydnupalabdhihetu, 159, 161,
167 n. 9, 168 n. 13

Katsura, Shoryu, 8, 100,115 n. 42, 141
n. 18,175, 183 n. 9, 240 n. 25

Katyayana, 234 n. 15
kevaladharmin (unrelated subject,

nominal subject), 173, 176—78,
180-81, *i82 n. 4, 251, 265 n. 3,
^271-72 n. 13, 281 n. 32

see also svadharmin
khyab pa ma byungl ma khyab ("there is

no pervasion," i.e., a possible
response in debate logic), 120

khyab pa sgo brgyad{e\$it types of
pervasion), 16

khyod(you), 94
see also bsdus grwa, use of variables in

Kirkham, Richard, 9,19 n. 5
Klein, Anne C , 223, 227, 231-32 n. 13,

239 n. 22, 243 n. 29, 244 n. 31
Kneale, William and Martha, 78,142 n. 27
koan (riddles), 190
Krabbe, Eric C.W., 119
Kripke, Saul, 244 n. 30
krtakatva (being produced, product-

hood), 28, 57, 69, 74, 101, 127, 143
n. 35, 193, 252-53, 257-58

ksanabhan'gasiddhi (proof of momentari-
ness), 171, 247

Kun dga' dpal. See Nya dbon kun dga' dpal

laksana (defining character), 102, 116 n.
45,130,132, H3-44 n. 39> 165 n. 7

laksanatva (being a defining character), 132
laksya (what is to be defined, definien-

dum), 102, 132, 116 n. 45, 130,
143-44 n. 39

ICang skya rol pa'i rdo rje, 243 n. 29, 253
on ds'raydsiddha, 173, 248, 267 n. 8
on conceptual thought, 238-40 n. 22
on the difficult point of apoha, 213,

216-18
on the rang Idog versus gzhi Idog

distinction, 144 n. 41
on rang rten chos can, 183 n. 5

Idog pa. See vydvrttilldogpa
Lin Ji, 204-5 n- 31

lin'ga. See logical reason
log shes (wrong cognition), 222-23,

243-44 n. 29
see also bhrdntil bhrdnta

logic/logics, 1-2, 3
and "argumentology," 119
and articleless languages, 130-31, 219,

235 n.17
Buddhist as locally deviant, 191, 193
Buddhist as suigeneris, 81
classical and nonclassical, ^192 and

chap. 9 passim
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deviant, 17—18, 133, *i<)2 and chap. 9
passim

first order, 13, 120, 123, 192, 194
formal, 80
inconsistent, 17, 133,194—95
inductive, 51 n. 12
intuitionist, 192—94, 201 n. 7
objections to comparative studies of,

187-89
and substitutional interpretation, 197-98
Tibetan, 201 n. 13
see also bsdus grwa
see also debate logics
see also Medieval logic/Medieval

logicians
logical reason (hetu, lin'ga), 97

based on authority, seeyidchespa'i ttags
based on what is commonly

recognized, see grags pa'i gtan tshigs
coextensive with subject, 90
consisting in nonperception, 157
objective, see dngos stobs kyi gtan tshigs
which consists in the perception of

oppositions (viniddbopalabdhihetn),
48 n. 2

valid reason, good reason, see nags
yang dag

see also tririipahetu
see also trairupya
see also validity

Lopez, Donald S. Jr., 4, 248, 265-66
n. 4, 267 n. 8

Lorenzen, P., 119
Love, M. See Gillon, Brendan,

and M. Love
Lukasiewicz, Jan, 78-79, 87 n. 22, 192
Itosgzhi (basis of reliance), 92,108 n. 15
lung gnod byedllung gegs byed ([debate as

to whether] a scripture invalidates or
[merely] conflicts with [a thesis]), 152

see also bddhaka

M
ma khyabpa'i mu (counterexample in Ti-

betan debate logic), 12, 120, 124, 127
Mackie, J.L., 22 n. 17
Madhyamaka/Madhyamika, 133, 193,

195, 204-5 n. 31, 266 n. 5, 275
11. 20

and ds'raydsiddha, 171, 247-49
and the correspondence theory,

20 n. 16
and deviant logic, 17, chap. 9 passim
interpreting its two truths, 198-99
as merely a method for purifying the

mind, 190

the need to specify what they refute,
135, see dgagbya

parallels between its two truths and the
difficult point of apcha, 225-26

its rejection of philosophical theses,
134, 203 n. 25

its rejection of real entities (bhdva),
196-97

and the tetralemma (catuskoti), 134-38,
189-91, 196-97, 199-200

see also ndmamdtra
see also prajhaptimdtrasat

Maitreya, 196
Mall, L , 191
Mallavadin, 221, 240 n. 24
Mang po len pa'i bu, 54-55
Manorarhanandin, 34 n. 13, 64 n. 15,

106, 282 n. 35
Marcus, Ruth Barcan, 197-98
material implication, 16, 79, 115 n. 41, 193
Mates, B., 114 n. 41, 142 n. 26
Matilal, Bimal K., *I2-I4, 16, 22 n. 17,

22 n. 18, 181 n. 1,187-88, 201 n. 2
May, Jacques, 17-18, 23 n. 29, 195
McTaggart, J.M.E., 9, 20 11. 14, 21 n. 16
Medieval logic/Medieval logicians,

15-16,128,131 32, 219
see also consequentiae
see also ex falsa sequitur quodlibet
see also suppositio

Meinong, A., 4
Method of Paraphrase, 174, 177-80

see also Principle of Conceptual
Subjects

Middle Path, 135-36
see also antadvaya

Miller, William Ian, 18 11.3
Mimaki, Katsumi, 61 n. 1, 107 n. 7
Mimamsaka, 29, 187
mirror theory of cognition, 223—24, 244

n. 31, 244 n. 32
mKhas grub rje/mKhas grub dge legs

dpal bzang po, 117, 138 n. 3, 213
on continua and gross objects, 226
on the definition of conceptual

thought (kalpana), 239-40 n. 22
on sabddnha, 253—56

moderate realism, 212-13
Mohist logic, 146 n. 46, 219, 235 n. 17,

246 11. 36
Moksakaragupta, 91, 222
mtbun snaug. See chos can mthtin snang ba
mtshan nyid. See laksana
mtshon bya. See Uiksya
mu bzhi. See catuskotilmu bzhi
mu gsum (three point relationship



SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

[between concepts]), 93-94, *iO9-io
n. 22, 111 11. 29

Much, Michael T., 82 n. 4

N
Nagarjuna, 17, 48 n. 4,189, 191, 195, 197,

202-3 a I9> 2O3 n- 25
Naiyayika. 5Vf Nyaya-Vaisesika
ndmamdtra (merely names, merely

nominal), 199, 204-5 n- 31

negation operators, 16, 197
Ngag dbang bstan dar. See A lag sha

ngag dbang bstan dar
Ngag dbang nyi ma. See&Gz bshes ngag

dbang nyi ma
nigamana (conclusion), 81—82 n. 2
nigrahasthdna (point of defeat), 70, 73,

82 n. 4, 193
nihsvabhdvatd (lack of intrinsic nature),

171, 247, 266 n. 5, 277 n. 24
mscayaJ nisrita/nges pa (ascertainment,

ascertained, certainty), 74, 97, 108
n. 15,114 n. 40, 215, 216, 231 n. 12,
253, 256, 274 n. 18

in the context of adpydnupalahdhi,
154-57, 165 n. 7,167 n. 8, 168 n. 13

in the context of asddhdrandndnai-
kdntikahetii, 99, 100-102, 107 n. 8,
113-14 n. 39

in the context of sapaksa and vipaksa,
90, 91, 105-6

and scriptural inference, 39-4J, 43
nominalism, 3-4, 18 n. 1,198

see also ndmamdtra
see also prajnaptimdtrasat

non-being, 180, 181, 189-90, 249,
282 n. 34

see also nonexistence
non-belying cognitions. See pramdna
non-classical. See logic/logics
non-cognitive statements, 190
non-erroneous. See abhrdnta
nonexistence.

of abhiltaparikalpa, 196
and dsraydsiddha, \JJ-J6, 178, chap. 11

passim
in the context of the asddhdrandnai-

kdntikahetu, 99, 104
in the context of the tetralemma and

middle way, 135-38, 146 11. 49,
148 n, 54

of pramdnas, 157-58
as proven by adars'anamdtra, 54

non-implicative negation. See
p rasajyap ratisedha

non-observation, 105

see also adars'anamatra
nonperception. See adars'anamdtra and

adrs'ydnupalabdhihetu
Nya dbon kun dga' dpal, 96, *ni-i2 n. 33
nydyamukhatikdkdra (the/a commenta-

tor on the Nydyamukha), 54—55, 60
Nyaya-Vais'esika, 187, 244 n. 32

argument that living bodies have
selves, 104

on the thesis in an argument, 60, 62 n.
12, 63 n. 14, 57-58, 81-82 n. 2,
86-87 n- J9

nyiinatd (incompleteness), 75—76, 85 n. 15

O
Obermiller, Eugene, x
objective inference. See vastubala-

p ra vrttdn urndna
Oetke, Claus, 115 n. 42, 204 n. 27
Ollie (i.e., Oliver North), 123
Ono, Motoi, 62 n. 13

paddrtha (metaphysical categories), 32
paksa (thesis). See thesis, thesis-

statement
paksdbhdsa (fallacies of the thesis). See

thesis, thesis-statement
paksadharmatvalpaksadharmatd (the

fact that the reason is a quality of
the subject), 39, 49 n. 5, 69, 72, 74,
75, 76, 80, 84 n. 12, 89, 91-92, 98,
<)(), 100, 101,102, 108 n. 15, 113 n. 37,
113—14 n. 39,114 n. 40,114 n. 41,115
n. 42, 165 n. 7, 258, 274-75 n. 18,
275 n. 19, 277 n. 21, 281 n. 32

paksalaksana (definition of the thesis). See
thesis, thesis-statement

paksavacana (thesis-statement). See thesis,
thesis-statement

Pan chen bsod nams grags pa, 213,
230-31 n. 10

paraconsistency and inconsistency, 17, 133
and unlimited implication, 194-95,

202 n. 14
pardrthdnumdna (inference-for-others),

56, *69-87
defined in Nydyabindu, 82 n. 3
as devoid of thesis-statements, 71-73
Dignaga's definition of, 82 n. 3
as non-deviant, 193
ten-membered, 83 n. 7
three-mernbered, 74
two-membered, 72, 74
and Aristotelian syllogisms,

see syllogisms
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parasparaviruddha (mutually contradic-
tory), 202-3 n. 19

paroksa (imperceptible things), 28-32,
243 n. 28

see also threefold division of objects
particulars. See svalaksana
paryuddsapratisedha (implicative nega-

tion), 137, 183 n. 6, 250, 268 n. 9
Peirce, C. S., 7, 19 n. 8
perception. See pratyaksa
pervasion. See vydpti
Phya pa chos kyi seng ge, 117-18, 138 n.

4, 212, 220, 230 n. 7, 234 n. 15, 237
n. 21, 281 n. 30

synthesis of his tradition with the Rigs
gter ba tradition, 230 n. 6

see also bsduspa
see aho gSang phu/gSang phu

sne'u thog
phyi dar (second propagation [of

Buddhism in Tibet]), 1
Pind, Ole, 234 n. 15
pis'dca (spirits), 153—54. 165-66 n. 7,167 n. 8
pradhdna (Primordial Matter), 171-76,

179, 184 n. 13, 247, 249, 271 n. 13,
279-80 n. 24, 280 n. 26

pragmatism, 41, 47
and arthakriyd, 6—j
of Williams James, 6—7, 10 *i8—19 n. 5
S. Katsura on Dharmakirti's, 8—9
of C.S. Peirce, 7, 19 n. 8
pragmatic theory of truth, 6—11
pragmatic theory of justification, 11-12
subjective and objective, 46, 51 n. 14

Prajnakaragupta, 57, 64 n. 14, 70, 73,
74, 76, 173, 176-78, 180

Prajndpdramitdmtras, 17, 18, 189, 195
prajhaptimdtrasat (existing as a mere

designation), 199
prakrti(primordial nature), 32, 174

see also pradhdna
pramdna (means of valid cognition,

means of knowledge), 1, 2, 6,155
adars'anamdtra as a separate pramdna, 54
confirmed by subsequent understand-

ing, 6
as necessary for discerning the subject,

102
see also anumdna
see also pratyaksa

pramdnaphala (effects of means of valid
cognition), 19 n. 6

pramdnasamuccayatikdkdra (the com-
mentator on the Pramdnasamuc-
caya), 55, 57-58, 60-61, 65 n. 18

pramdna vdda, 1

prdmdnya (being a valid means of
cognition), 10

applied to scripture, 45
see also svatah prdmdnya
see aho validity

prdpaka (what makes one reach), 10,
209, 211, 228 n. 2, 229 n. 3

prasajyapratisedha (simple negation, non-
implicative negation), 134, 137,
173, 174, 183 n. 6, 249, 250, 267-68
n. 8, 268 n. 9

prasanga (consequences), 117,128,142 n. 30
prasiddha (commonly recognized), 56,

60, 65 n. 18, 65-66 n. 19, 86 n. 19,
172, 270 n. 12

pratibandha. See sambandhal
pratibandha

pratibandhaka. See lung gnod byedllung
gegs byed

pratibhasa (appearance, representation),
210, 216, 238—40 n. 22

pratijnd (thesis). See thesis, thesis-
statement

pratyaksa (perception, perceptible things),
2, 6, 172, 224, 229,144-45 n- 32

in Dharmakirti's Yogacara perspective,
21 n. 16

see also threefold division of objects
pravrttikdma (desire to engage oneself),

43> 46
pravrttivisaya (object of practical

application), 210
prayoga (formal argument), 31, 35 n. 15,

40, 48 n. 4, 152, 154, 161, 162, 165-66
n. 7, 249, 269 n. 9

presumption. See arthdpatti
Principle of Conceptual Subjects, 174—75,

177-80, 272 n. 13
see aho Method of Paraphrase

pseudo-entities, 4, 171-77, 179-81, 184 n.
13, 209, 247-48, 268 n. 8, 272 n. 13,
279 n. 24

see also kevaladharmin
Pseudo-Scotus, 142 n. 27
pumso 'bhiprdyavas'ah (the force of

human intentions), 43, 45, 46
purusdrtha (goals of man), 11, 41, 46

quantification, 17, 118
and bsdus grwa logic, 121-25
chos can as a special type of, 122
and deviant logic, 17, 194
existential, 199
and existential commitment, 13-15,

*22 n. 19
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as ranging over existent and
nonexistent things, 13—15, 122,
193-94

redundant, 124—25
singular, 123-24
substitutional and referential

interpretations of, 197-200, 205 n. 33
and the tetralemma, 199
universal, 123-24
and vydpti, see vydpti
see also bsdus grwa
see also catuskotilmu bzhi

Quine, W.V., 4, 114 n. 41, 133, 146 n. 45,
191, 225, 235 n. 17

R
rang bzhin gyis grub pa (established by

own-nature / intrinsic nature),
134-35

ranggi mtshan nyid kyis grub pa
(established by intrinsic nature),
276 n. 21

rang Idog. See vydvrttilldog pa
rang mayinpa (not being itself),

145-46 n. 44
rang rten chos can (the subject which is

[the proponent's] own basis),
183 n. 5, 251, *iyo-ji n. 12

rationally accessible matters, 60
rationally inaccessible matters. See

atyantaparoksa
Ratnakaras'anti, 61 n. 1, 96-97
Ratnakirti, 22-23 n- 23> 61 n. 1, 221, 222
realism, 2, 4, 212-13, 276
reason. See logical reason
rdzasyodlrdzas su grub pa (substantially

existent), 163 n. 4, 205 n. 31, 226,
234 n. 15, 237 n. 21, 256

see also dravyasat
rdzasgcig (substantially identical), 212
Red mda' ba gzhon nu bio gros, 143-44

n. 39
Rescher, Nicholas, 46, 51 n. 14

and R. Brandom, 194
rGyal tshab rje/rGyal tshab dar ma rin

chen, 31, 54, 75, 90, 117, 138 n. 3, 147
n. 50,227

on adrs'ydnupalabdhi, 160, 162, 165-66
n. 7

on antarvyaptivdda, 97, 100,101—3
on dsraydsiddha, 248, 252-54, 256, 273

n. 15, 282 n. 32
on the definition of conceptual

thought, 239 n. 22
on the difficult point of the apoha

theory, 211, 213, 216-17, 223, 230 n. 6,

230—31 n. 10, 232—34 n. 14, 241-43
n. 28

on Isvarasena as the author of the
sadlaksanahetu doctrine, 54, 163 n. 1

on rang rten chos can, 270-71 n. 12
on Santaraksita's neither one nor

many argument, 266 n. 5
on sapaksa, 101-2
on the thesis-statement not being a

sddhana, 84 n. 12
on the threefold analysis of scripture,

35 n. 13
Rigs gter ba. See Sa skya pa Rigs gter

tradition
rlom pa tsam. See abhimdnamdtra
rlom tshod (in terms of inflated miscon-

ceptions), 222, 236 n. 19, 265 n. 3
see also song tshod

rlom tshod kyi chos can (the subject as it
is taken by inflated misconceptions),
182 n. 4, 265 n. 3

see also song tshod kyi chos can
rNgog lo tsa ba bio ldan shes rab, 212-13
Robinson, Richard, ix, 202 n. 19
Rorty, Richard, 87 n. 26, 244 11. 32
Routley, Richard (a.k.a. Richard Sylvan),

i3> 197
rtags rig(s) (the science of logical

reasons), 109 n. 18, 118, 143 n. 35
earliest Sa skya rtags rigs texts, 162
treatment of yid ches kyi rtags (reason

based on authority), 35 n. 15
of 'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa, see 'Jam

dbyangs bzhad pa
of Glo bo mkhan chen, seeQXo bo

mkhan chen
of Yongs 'dzin phur bu Icog, see Yongs

'dzin phu bu Icog
rtags yang dag (valid reason, good

reason), 39, 49 n. 5, *8o, 89, 102,
105, in—12 n. 32, *H4 n. 40, 118, 121,
128, 132, 167 n. 8, 249, 251-52

rtags ma grub ("the reason is not
established," i.e., a possible response
in debate logic), 120

rtsa ba 'i dam bca' tsha (a type of defeat
in debate logic), 120

rtsodgzhi (basis of the debate), 92, 108
n. 15, 108 n. 16

Ruegg, D. Seyfbrt, 134,147 11. 49,148 n. 54
on the idea of systematical

hermeneutics, 152
on Madhyamaka, 191,195,196, 203 n. 25

riipa (form, matter), 29, 34 n. 14, no
n. 27, 199

see also trairupya
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Russell, Bertrand,
on impredicability, 145-46 n. 44
set theoretical paradox, 133,145-46 n. 44
Theory of Descriptions, 4,180

Sa skya pa, 89, 90, 112 n. 33, 117, 152, 212
on adrsydnupaLibdhihetu, 154, 156,

165 n. 7
on particulars appearing to thought,

221, 273 n. 15
on universals, 163-64 n. 4, 220,

221-22, 229-30 n. 6, 237 n. 21
see also under individual Sa skya

authors' names
Sa skya pa Rigs gter tradition, 211, 212

on adrsydnupaLibdhihetu, 162-63,
165—66 n. 7

on dsraydsiddha, 248
on don spyi, 234 n. 15
on sapaksa, 90-92, 108 n. 15
on svadharmin, 182 n. 4, 183 n. 5
on universals, 220, 229-30 n. 6

Sa skya pandita kun dga' rgyal mtshan, 211
on anupalabdhi, 161-6 j
on asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu, 97
on don spyi, 234 n. 15
on realist interpretations of apoha, 212,

220, 234 n. 15
on sapaksa, 89, 90—92, <)6
on theoretical explanation ('chadpa)

and practical application
(jug pa), 220

see also Sa skya pa Rigs gter tradition
see also vydvrttilldogpa

sabddrtha (verbal object), 176, 179, 184
n. 13, 239 n. 22, 253, 255, 271 n. 13,
280 n. 27, 282 n. 34

see also conceptual thought
see also mKhas grub rje

saddhetu (valid reason, good reason). See
nags yang dag

sddhana (proof, means of proof), 29, 38,
69, 80-81, 85 n. 14, 209, 217, 225,
246 n. 37

as appearances to thought (rtogpa V
snang ba), 242—43 n. 28

and Aristotelian syllogisms, 77-80
and dsraydsiddha, 279—80 n. 24
and implication, 83—84 n. 10
as indicating only sddhyadharma in

Dignaga's Pramdnasamuccaya IV,
k. 6, 74, 84 n. 12

in Nydyamukha, 84 n. 14
as mere inflated misconception (rlom

pa tsarn), 231 n. 12

as proof of identity (tdddtmyasddhana),
127

thesis-statement as not a sddhana, 63
n. 13, 71-73, 75-76, 77. 82 n. 3, 83
n. 7

and vydpti, 105
sddha rm yadrstdn ta (ho m o logo us

example), 90
sddhya (what is to be proved), 38, 39, 40,

56-59, 60, 62 n. ii, 66 n. 19, 74-75,
83 n. 6, 115 n. 42, 160, 161, 172, 209,
212, 224, 246 n. 37, 270 n. 11, 272-73
n. 14, 274 n. 17, 279 n. 24

as an absence, 48 n. 2
as an appearance to thought (rtogpa'i

snang ba), 242-43 n. 28
and dsraydsiddha, 247
connection with sapaksa, 105, 106, in

n. 29,114 11. 41
explained as a superimposicion of

thought, 214-17, 220, 225-26
four characteristics of, 63 n. 13
as independent of or dependent on a

treatise, 63-64 n. 14, 64 n. 15, 64 n. 17
as mere inflated misconception (rlom

pa tsam), 231 n. 12
as a metaphorical name for sddhya-

dharma, 74, 84 n. 12
presentation of, see sddhyanirdesa
statement of (sddhyavdkya), 70, 82 n. 3
the thesis-statement as expressing, 83

11. 7, 85-86 n. 19
sddhyadharma (the property to be

proved), 66 n. 19, 84 n. 10, 90, 91,
92-96, 98, 100, 101-2, 108 11. 15,
110 n. 26, 120, 125, 172, 179, 209,
250, 251, 277 n. 21

in adrsydnupaLibdhihetu, 165 n. 7
connection with sapaksa, 111 n. 29
as derived from conceptualization,

177-78, 180
see also sddhya

sddhyanirdesa (presentation of the
thesis), 85-86 n. 19

see also thesis, thesis-statement
sddhyaviparyaye bddhakapramana

(inference which invalidates the
presence of the reason in the
opposite of the property to be
proved), 13, 14, 178

sadlaksanahetu (reason which has six
characteristics [needed for validity]),
54-55, 61 n. 5, 151, 163 n. 1

Sakya mchog ldan. Set gSer mdog pan
chen sakya mchog ldan

Sakyabuddhi, 159, 161, 162
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on adrsydnupal/tbdhihetu, 158, 161
on dsraydsiddha, 173, 254
on the commentator on the Nydya-

mukhti, 54-55
on the commentator on the

Pramdnasamuccaya, 55, 58, 65 n. 18
on confirmation of practical efficacy,

6-7, 19 n. 6
on the definition of a thesis, 65 n. 18
on proving mere exclusions

(iryavacchcdamatra), 173, *i6y—68 n. 8
on scripture's status as an inference,

43, 45, 50 n. 9
on universals, 229-30 n. 6

samdnddhikarana (common basis), 215,
216, 217, 234 n. 14, 236 n. 19, 242
n. 28

sdmdnya (universals), 2, 3, 4, 33 n. 2,
94-95, 152, 214, 217-18, 234 n. 15

connection to particulars, 209, 211,
227-28 n. 2

dGe lugs pa positions on, 163-64 n. 4,
212, *214-2O, 222-24, 2.26, 242-43
n. 28

Dignaga's difference from
Dharmaklrti

on, 234 n. 15
exclusion-universal (spyi Idog), 95, 280

n. 30
Indian logicians on, 209
and nominalism, 18 n. 1, 198
as the object of inference, 8—9, 240 n. 24
and realism in Tibetan interpretation

of, 163-64 n. 4, 212-13, 230 n. 6
Sa sky a pa positions on, 163-64 n. 4,

220, 221-22, 229-30 n. 6, 237 n. 21
as substantially existent, 163 n. 4
see also tryavrttifldog pa
see also don spyi
see also sdmdnyalaksana

sdmdnyalakuma, 125—26, 234 n. 15
as constructed proxies, 223
dGe lugs pa positions on, 144 n. 41,

217, 222-23, 226
and mirroring, 223—24, 244—45 n. 32
Sakya mchog Idan s position on, 221

samdropalsatndropita (superimposition),
214, 223

sdmarthydt (by implication), 72-73, 84 n. 10
see also anhdpatti

sambandhalpratibandha (relations,
connections), 74, 75, 100, 101

and vyapti, 12, 22 n. 18, 104, "\125-27
indirect csusal relation of concepts to

particulars, 210-11, 223, ^227-28 n. 2
see also svabhdvapratibandha

Samkhya, 20 n. 16, 29, 32, 62-63 n. 13,
87 n. 19, 171-72, 173, 174, 176, 179,
244 n. 32, 247, 251, 255, 271-72 n. 13,
281 n. 30

Sammitlya, 234 n. 15
samtdna (continuum, series), 226
Sarikaranandana, 111-12 n. 33, 212
Santaraksita, 248, 266 n. 5, 277 n. 24

on Dharmakirti's intrpretation of
pardrthdnumdna, 70, 73, 74-76

Santipa, 96, 112 n. 33
sapaksa (similar instances), *89-io6,

106 n. 1
Go rams pa on, 108 n. 15
and the Hetucakra, 99, 104-105,

113 11. 37
and homologous examples, 90, 92,

98-99
'Jam dbyangs bzhad pa on, 92-96,

109 n. 21, 109-110 n. 22
Moksakaragupta's definition, 91
in the Nydyabindu, 94-96, in n. 29
the orthodox scenario, 89-92, 104, 106
according to Pramdnavdrttika IV,

104—106
presence of versus ascertainment of

presence, 99, 101, 105-106
Ratnakaras'anti and Antarvyaptivada

on, 96-97, 106, 111-12 n. 33
Sa skya pandita on, 90, 91-92, 96
and the term sddhyadhannasdmdnyena,

95-96, no n. 26
Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan

on, 97-99
taken etymologically and properly

speaking, 92-97, 109-10 n. 22
Yongs 'dzin phur bu Icog on, 93-94,

108 n. 15, 113-14 n. 39
sdstra (treatise), 27-28, 33 n. 1, 34 n. 13,

56-61, 63—64 n. 14, 64 n. 15,
64 n. 16, 64 n. 17, 164 n. 5

see also dgama
s'dstrdnapeksa (not relying upon a trea-

tise), 56-61, 63-64 n. 14, 87 n. 19
satyadvaya. See two truths
satydkdravdda (the position that images

[appearing to cognition] are true),
277 n. 24

Sautrantika, 21 n. 16, 244—45 n- 32> 2^6 n- 5
scripture. See dgama
scripturally based inference. See

dgamdsritdnumdna
Se ra rje btsun chos kyi rgyal mtshan,

90, 96, 104, 112 n. 33, 117, 213,
231 n. 10

on asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu, 97-99
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on the catuskoti, 135-37
sel Plg (application by exclusion), 216,

232-34 n. 14
semantic theory in Buddhism. See apoha
set theory, 119, 133, 139—40 n. 9,

145-46 n. 44
sgra spyi (word universal), 239 n. 22
sgro 'dogs kyi med tntha '(extreme of

nonexistence involving reification),
136, 137, 147-48 n. 54

sgrub jug (direct application, positive
application), 216, 232—34 n. 14

shes 'dod chos can (subject of enquiry),
91-92, 108 n. 15, 249, 251, 252, 266
n. 6, 274 n. 18

shes bya (knowable thing), 91, 125,
129-31, 224

used as a "powerless subject" (chos can
nus med), 124

see also jneya
siddhdnta (philosophical tenets), 64 n. 14,

277 n. 14
Simhasuri, 240 n. 24
shin tu Ikoggyur. See atyantaparoksa
skur debs kyi medmtha'(extreme of

nonexistence involving denial),
136-37, 149 n. 58

Smiley, T.J., 79, 80, 87 n. 22
snang ba (appear, appearance, what

appears, representation), no n. 27,
144 n. 41, 216, 218, 231-32 n. 13,
232-34 n. 14, 252-53, 234-35 n. 15,
256, 258, 273 n. 15, 281 n. 32

as an ambiguous term, 234-35 n. 16
appearing object (snangyul), 222,

241—43 n. 28, 243-44 n- 29
commonly appearing subject, see chos

can mthun snang ba
in the context of the definition of

conceptual thought, 238-39 n. 22
particulars and conceptual representa-

tions appearing as mixed, see dres
nas snang ba

see also pratibhdsa
song tshod (in terms of what something

actually is), 182 n. 4, 222, 236 n. 19,
265 n. 3

song tshod kyi chos can (the subject as it
actually is), 182 n. 4, 265 n. 3

spyi (universal). See sdmanya
spyi /dog (exclusion-universal), 95, 280 n. 30

see also sdmanya
Square of Opposition, 79
s'rdvanatva (audibility), 90, 98-99,101-2,

104-5, 107 n- 8, in—12. n. 33
Staal, J.F., 17, 106 n. 1,187, 191, 202 n. 17

Stcherbatsky, F.I., x, 81, 89, 94, 107 n. 8
Steinkellner, Ernst, 35 n. 17

on adrsydnupalabdhi, 153, 158-60, 164
n. 6, 167-68 n. 11, 168 n. 12

on Isvarasena, 53—54
sthula (gross, macroscopic things), 226
Strawson, P.F., 22 n. 19
subjects, 13

as accepted by proponent himself
(svayam), 56-57

as it actually is vs. as it is taken by
misconception, see song tshod chos
can and rlom tshod chos can

as prasiddha, 60
as a "subject of enquiry," 108 n. 15
subject failure, see dsraydsiddha
and topics, see chos can in bsdus grwa

logic
two sorts, see svadharmin and

kevaladharmin
see also dharmin

subsequent cognition. See bead
shes/dpyad shes

sukhddi (pleasure, etc.), 179, 272 n. 13
supersensible facts. See atyantaparoksa
suppositio, 131-32-
sunyatd (voidness), 31-32, 35 n. 17, 36

n. 20, 248
Suzuki, D., 195
svabhdva (intrinsic nature, essential

property), 35 n. 15, 127, 148 n. 54,
203 n. 25, 266 n. 5

absence of, see nihsvabhdvatd
svabhdvapratibandha (natural relation),

12, 21-22 n. 17, 22 n. 18, 28, 34
n. 11, 54

absent as a requirement in bsdus grwa
logic, 16

as avindbhdva, 104
see also sambandha/pratibandha

svadharmin ([the proponent's] own
subject), 178, 180

and apoha, *I8I, chap. 8 passim, 273
n- 15

and dsraydsiddha, chap. 8 passim
and chos can mthun snang ba, 253,

275—76 n. 20, 276-77 n. 21
and conceptual subjects, 174, 176-77
and Kamalas'ila, 173, 180, 254, 268 n. 8
and paraphrase, 174
and Primordial Matter (pradhdna),

m-74
Prajnakaragupta's explanations of, 173,

176-79, 271-72 n. 13
in Pramdnavdrttika, 172-73, 176,

*274 n. 17
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in Pramdnasamuccaya, $6, *ij2, 176
and rang rten chos can, see rang rten

chos can
Tibetan positions on, 173-74, 180-81,

182 n. 4, 183, n. 5, chap. 11 passim
and vastubhutdkdsa, 173-74, 179> 25I»

253, 267 n. 8, 273 n. 15
svalaksana (particulars), 3, 8, 9,126, 144

n. 41, 209, 210, 215, 220, 221, 231 n.
12, 240 n. 25, 240 n. 26, 241—43 11.
28, 257

Dignaga on, 240 n. 24
as the explicit object (dngos yul) or

thought, 217-18, 221-22, 231-32
n. 13, 232-34 n. 14

as indirect cause of images in
cognition, 244-45 n. 32

as indirectly known through concepts,
227-28 n. 2, 228-29 n. 3

as obtained through error, 235—36 n. 19
svatantrahetu (autonomous reason),

2.76—77 n. 21
see also chos can mthun snang ba

svatah prdmdnyam (intrinsically being a
means of valid cognition), 6

Svatantrika, 248, 275-76 n. 20, 276 n. 21
svayam ([the proponent] himself), 56,

58-61, 62-63 n. 13, 6} n. 14, 65 n. 19,
86 n. 19, 172, 270 n. 12, 274 n. 17

syllogisms, 3, 13, 114 n. 40,119
Aristotle on, 6^j, 7$~7<)
and enthymemes, 7<)
figures, 78
logical analysis of, 7^
and necessity, 78
and pararthdnumdna, chap. 4

passim, 193
Sylvan, Richard. See Routley, Richard

Tachikawa, Musashi, 89, 94 107 n. 6,
107 n. 8

tdddtmya (essential identity), 125-27, 141
n. 19

tadutpatti'(causal relation), 125
tetralemma. See catuskotilmu bzhi
thaiphyir (the logic of sequence and

reason), 117
see also bsdus grwa

thesis, thesis-statement,
absence in later versions of

pararthdnumdna, chap. 4 passim, 80
according to commentator on

Pramanasamuccaya (Isvarasena),
57-60, 64 n. 18

Dharmakliti on, 53-54, 5̂6—59, 60,

62-63 n. 13, 63 n. 14, 65 n. 18,
65-66 n. 19, 71-73, 82 n. 3, 83 n. 7,
86-87 n- J9

Dharmakirtian commentators on, 58,
65 n. 18, *74-77

Dignaga on, 55-56, 59, 62 n. 11, 62 n.
I3> 7i-75> 75-77> 85 n. 14, 86 n. 19,
172, 175, 183 n. 5, 270 n. 12

Gautama on, 56, 58, 86 n. 19
inclusion in the Nydyamukhds version

of an inference-for-others, 75-76
as invalidated by scripture, 152
its being implied, 72—73
as not being a sddhana, 63 n. 13, 69,

71-73. 74. 82 n. 3
as not opposed by perception, etc., see

anirdkrta
Nyaya-Vais'esika positions on, 6o, 62

n. 12, 63 n. 14, 57-58, 81-82 n. 2,
86-87 n. 19

and paksdbhdsa (fallacies of the
thesis), 71-73, 80

rGyal tshab rje on, 84 n. 12
Sakyabuddhi on, 65 n. 18
and subject failure, see dsraydsiddha
and syllogisms, see syllogisms
see also sadhya
see also svadharmin

three characters of a logical reason. See
trairiipya

three qualities (guna), 32,179, 272 n. 13
threefold division of objects, 29, 34 n. 13

see also atyantaparoksa
see also paroksa
see also pratyaksa

threefold analysis of scripture, 30, 35 n.
15, 37-38, 40-41, 43-47

Sakya mchog Idan's analysis of, 49 n. 5
trairiipya (triple characterization [of a

valid reason]), 38, 39, 80, 82 n. 3, 89,
90, 91, 100, 106 n. 1, 114 n. 40,
114—15 n. 41, 128, 250

trirupahetultrirupalinga (triply
characterized reason), 54, 69,167 n. 8

see also trairiipya
triple characterization [of a valid

reason]. See trairiipya
triply characterized reason. See trirupa-

hetti, tripupalinga
trustworthiness. See avisanwddakatva
truth,

Aristotle on, 20 n. 15
correspondence-as-congruence, 9—n,

20 n. 16
correspondence-as-correlation, 9-11,

21 n.16
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Dharmakirti's theory of, 7, 8, 10—11,
49 n. 6

"from an epistemoiogical point of
view," 10

and isomorphism, 9
and justification, 7, 49 n. 6
McTaggart's theoiy of, 9, 20 n. 14, 21

n. 16
non-realist correspondence theories,

21 n. 16
pragmatic, 6-12,19 n. 5
theories of, 5, 7-11, 40
see also two truths

truth-bearers, 9
tshad ma,

as field of study and type of
philosophy, 1

the triple division, 35 n. 17
see also pramdna (means of valid

cognition)
tshad ma V skyes bu (person of authority),

31,152, 35 n. 17
tshuL See rupa
tshig gi sgrib gyogs (verbal obscuran-

tism), 218, 229—30 11. 6
I song kha pa bio bzang grags pa, 17

on adrs'ydnupalabdhibetu, 154
on appearance, 243-44 n. 29
on dsraydsiddha, 173, 248-49, 250, 251,

252, 254, 257
and bsdusgrwa logic, 117-18, 138 n. 3
on the difficult point of the apoha

theory, 211, 213-17, 222-23, 224, 229
n. 3

on error, 243-44 n- 29
on Idogpa, no n. 27
on negation in Madhyamaka, 135, 197
on prasajyapratisedha, 137
on real universals, 211-12, 214—17
on scripturally based inference, 30—31,

37-40, 44, 45, 48 n. 4, 49 n. 5
on the svadharmin and kevaladharmin,

173, 180, 182 n. 4, 183 n. 5, 268 n. 8,
270 n. 12, 272 n. 13, 275-76 n. 20

two truths, 195, 199, 215-16, 224
and the difficult point in apoha,

225-26, 231 n. 12

U
'U yug pa rigs pa'i seng ge, 162, 230 n. 6
Uddyotakara, 63 n. 14, 107 n. 9
unconscious error, theory of, 209—10,

216, 220, 224 n. 29
causal account, 211
Sakya mchog Man on, 216
see also bhrdntilbhrdnta

universals. See samdnya, sanutnyalakuina,
and spyi

updya (method, [skillful] means) contem-
plation of four negations as, 190

upalabdhyabhdvamdtra (just the lack of
perception), 54

vada (debate), 64 n. 14
vaidharmyadrstdnta (hetxroiogous

example), 90
Vaisesika, 32, 57-58, 60, 173, 177,179,

251, 253, 272 n. 13, z?3 n. 14, 273
n. 15, 275-76 11. 20

see also Nyaya-Vais'esika
Van Bijlert, Vittorio A., 77-78, 81, 85 11. 19
valid means of cognition. See pramdna
validity, 80, 119

of adrsydnupulabdhihetu, chap. 7
passim, 168 n. 13

in Buddhist context, 80
of the homologous example (sapaksa), 98
inductive account of, 54
in Madhyamaka reasoning, 191
as opposed to truth ;md falsify, 79
relation between valid and utterly

wrong thought, 222-23, 243-44 n. 29
of scripture, 45
of a thesis, see thesis, thesis-statement
see also logical reason, valid
see also trirupahetultririipalinga
see also trairupya

vdsand (tendencies), 176, 228 n. 2, 229 n. \
vdsHibalapravrttd.Huma.rut (inference

functioning by the force of real
entities), 51 n. 12

as independent of tieatises, 59, 64 n. 17
as objective, *28-30, 51 n. 14
as used to analyse paroksa (impercepti-

ble things), 29-30
and scripturally based inference, 29,

*37'-47> 49 n. 5
vastubhutdkas'a (space caken as real), 251,

273 n. 15, 275-76 n. 20
Vasubandhu, 20-21 n. 1.6, 196
Vernant, Denis, 198, 204 n. 29
Vibhuticandra, 34 n. 7, 55, 60, 181 n. 2
Vidyabhusana, 81
vikalpa. See conceptual thought
vikrti (manifestations, permutations),

179, 254
Vinitadeva, 96, no n. 26

on don spyi, 163-64 11. 4, 234 n. 15
vipaksa (dissimilar instances), 54, chap. 5

passim, 106 n. 1, 107 n. 6, 107 n, 8,
115 n. 42
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as a basis for vyatirekavyapti, 108 n. 15
dGe lugs pa positions on, 97—99,109

n. 18, 109 n. 2r, or n. 29,113—14 n. y)
taken etymologically, n o n. 22
in the Hetucakra, 113 n. 37
Rigs gter position on, 98
see also sapaksa

vip rakrsta/viprakrstartha (i n access i b I e
things), 31-32, 42,154-56,164-66 n. 7

virodhalviruddha (contradiction), 195,
202-3 n. 19, 203 n. 25

viruddhahetu (contradictory reason), 179
viruddhopaLtbdhihetu (reasons which

consist in the perception of an
opposition), 38, *48 n. 2

vitandd (cavil), 64 n. 14
void ness. See s'iinyatd
vyabhicdradars'ana (observing deviance),

43, 50 n. 9
vydpaka (per/ader), 14,15, 74 see also vydpti
vydpti (entailment, pervasion), *I2-I7,

69, 72, 74, 80, 101,118,120,193
between words and trustworthiness,

43, 48-49 n. 5, 50 n. 9
in bsdus grwa logic, 120, 122, 124,

142 n. 25
eight and twelve types, 16—17
equal, see yin khyab mnyam
establishing it on the basis of

examples, 15
establishing it deductively, 100
establishing it inductively, 54
and existential commitment, 13—15
extrinsic, see bdhirttydpti
Indian and Tibetan versions, 12—17,

*i2)-29, 138 n. 4
intrinsic, see antarvydpti
in pardrthdnumdna, 69, 74
and quantification, 12—14,12i

and sambandha, n n. 18,142 n. 30
universal, without examples, 15
and vastuhalapravrttdnumdna, 39
and vipaksa, 104
see also anvaya
see also vyatireka
see also svabhdvapratibandha

vydpya (the pervaded), 14,15
vyatireka (negative concomitance,

co-absence), 49 n. 5, 89, 90, 100,
101,104-5, IO% n- !5> 114—15 n. 41,
128,138 n. 4, 142 n. 29

vyavacchedamdtra (mere exclusion), 173,
250, 267 n. 8, 269-70 n. 11

vydvrttilldogpa (exclusion), 216
bsdus pa fbsdus grwa views on, 220,

237-38 n. 21

don Idog, 280-81 n. 30
rang Idog and gzhi Idog, 95,132,144—45

n. 41, 218, 225, 255-56, *28o-8i n. 30
rGyal tshab rje on, 241—43 n. 28
Sa skya pas on, 220, 237—38 n. 21
snang Idog, i%i
spyi Idog, 95, 280-81 n. 30
Tsong kha pa on, no n. 27, 231 n. 12
see also apoha

W
Watanabe, S., 54
Whorfian explanations, 218—19
William of Shyreswood, 131—32
Williams, Paul, 195, 227
Wittgenstein, Ludwig, 189, 244 n. 30
wrong cognition. See logshes

yid ches pa 'i rtags/yid ches pa V gtan tshigs
(logical reason based on authority),
35 n. 15, 38-39, 48 n. 2, 49 n. 5,154

yid ches pa 'i rjes dpag (inferences from
authority), 152-53

see also dgamdsritdnumdna
yin bsgrub. See bsgrub tshul
yin khyab mnyam (equal entail ment),

109 n. 19
yod bsgrub. See bsgrub tshul
Yogacara, 21 n. 16
yogyatd (fitness [of words for things]),

268-69 n. 9
yogipratyaksa (yogic perception), 245 n. 32
Yongs 'dzin phur bu Icog byams pa

tshul khrims rgya mtsho, 105, 118,
148 n. 56, 269 n. 9

on adrsydnupalabdhihetu, 154—55,
164-65 n. 7

on apoha, 144 n. 41, 281 n. 30
on the appearing object (snangyul),

241 n. 28
on asddhdrandnaikdntikahetu, 113-14

n. 39
on asiddhahetu, 266—67 n- 7
on bsdus grwa logic, 140 n. 9,

142 n. 28,142 n. 29
on defining characteristics (laksana),

116 n. 45,145 n. 42
on the mode of presentation (god

tshul), 274-75 n- 18
on negation, 137
on sapaksa and vipaksa, 93, 96,109

n. 18, 109 n. 22, m n. 29
on the subject of enquiry (shes 'dod

chos can), 108 n. 15, 266 n. 6
on yin khyab mnyam, 109 n. 19
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