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TO !HE READER

If we reflect on forner ages, and consid,er how few there were
of such that ernpl.oyed. themselves in the scrtrt5.ny of the Secret
Arcarrums of Nature, and how d.estitute the Philosophers of those
tj.mes were of those helps and advarrtages that conduce to the right
r.urderstanding of such mysteri"es which we enjoy. That HERMES the
P:rince of Phj.losophers seemed to be alone, and the onJ.y j.nventor

of this most excellent Art, Gbeue:nrs the Abbot, and ou:r Corrntry-
Manr aJter thirty years shrd,y, and ertensive practi.ce and labor:r,
was coryelled to seek in Italy for a Master. F1anel, the Luther-
ian d.id, partake of the sane hard. fortr:ne, together with many others
of the Ancients.

Our Basilius, confesseth that he should never have attained
unto the hrowledge of this Art, if by Godcs special Gracer sorD€
Books of the Ancient Masters had not cotre into his hands.

Have we not then cause to bless God that we are in such an €e,
and in such a Nation al.so wherein we may converse with nany, both
Ancient and Modern Philosophers, such whose works d.o speak them to
be Senrants to the most High, Beloved of Hin, and acquainted. with
the nost occrrlt and Secret Mysteries arrd. Arcarn:ms of Natrrre, that
havi:rg toi.led and spent much of their precious tine in fltritless
labours, to prevent the l.iJce in their successors, have d.iscovered.,
and as it were, chal ked out the way ( so far as was lawfrrl for them
to do) how the ingenious Bay attain to the tnre und.erstand.i.ng of
this noble Art: such is our BasiJ.ius, who fbon his i.nfancy was
dedicated to the Serrri.ce of Gods and di.d so well improve those
Spirihra-l and Natr:ra1 Ia1ents he was entrusted withal, that there
was not anything he atteupted. the hrowled.ge of , that was eoncea'r ed.
lbou hin.

0f so charitable and liberal a spirit was he ofrthat he becaue
useftrl and helpful to his Enethrenr rot onJ.y i:e cr:ri3g their MaI-
adies, but instrrrcting then i:e the heowled,ge of Naturers Secrets:
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A]-so he couJ.d. not go to his eterreal- rest in peace, unless he in-

parted. unto posterity the means and ways how he attained unto so

great Mysteries. Whcih Mysteries, and the several Focesses and

ways of operatj.on you will find in this subsequent Treatise, being

the nost principal, excellent, and plain of all his works t and

I nay justly say, of al]. the Books that are erbant on this subject.

It is one of the greatest r:ntrappinesses that d.oth accompany

Man-kind, that there is such a Babel of LangUages 
' 

that every

Language is not r:nderstood in evelXr place, this alone prevents

the d,iscovery and growth of nany profor.nd Mysteries i how ignorant

were our predecessors of the works of Basilius, because they were

wrapt up for the nost part in the Ge:man Language r very 1ittJ.e

thereof being in Latin, r:ntil of late years this part was done

i.:eto Ecg1ishr 8s it i.s pre$lmed by one that und.erstood not the

terus of the Art, by the many gross nistakes committed, as the
rend.ering VITRIIIJI AI.ITIMONII, the Vitriol of Antimooy, and many
othersr so that out of the love that I bear to the authorr and to
propogating so ingenious and Tnre an Art and Science, I have
comected great parts of the forner Translation, and DE N0V0
hranslated the rest, that was so imperfectly d.one that it would
not adnit to arnendnent, more is also added r.mto it, that was not
in the fomer, the meanness and plainness of the style, pleadeth
for itself' that the subject is best understood in that dress,
and that the Author did effect it, being pJ-entifuJ.J.y endowed w'ith
the grace of hunility, offering things more than words, 4s appears
throughout his writings. Read. hin d,iligently and often, for the
oftener you read hin, the plainer d.oth his works appear, it being
usual w'ith the best of Authors in this Art, to discover the Sec-
ret Arczuiluns most p1ainly, Vet so d.ispersedly, and in so 'confused

a Methodr that the envious and unwgrthy shal.J. never be abJ.e to
reduce then into thej.r due order, therefore often reiterate the
read5.ngs of this Book, and compare his Sayings with the sayings
of other Philosophers, and. i.f thou art adepted r:nto this Sacred
Science, thou wiJ.t most easily apprehend the Marrual operation
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thereof . r need say no trore concerning or:r Author, if you read
h5.s works, they wlJ.1 sufficiently testify his worbh.

I hearti.ly wish every one of you, if ad.epted thereunto , as much
contenttsent and pleasure in tne reading and operating the severa'l
works herein nentioned and, discovered. by or:r Authorras hi-nself
had in the writing and experimenting then. And, that your labours
and experienees may be crowned with equal successr so that you as
d,evoutly and humbly undertake the Enterprize, as he did, and rnake
so good ar use of what Divine Provid.ence shal]. peruit you to par-
take of as or:r Author d.id.. lthieh that your nrrmber nay i.ncrease
to the improvement of tzrre Knowled,ge and Phi.losophy, to the advance-
uent of the Med.icinal Sciencerfor the health of MankiJld, and to
the nultiplying of riches in yor:r handr or in the hands of such
that nay be helpfuJ. to the poor and needy, is the d.ai1y prayer of
Basilius and al]. adepts now I5.ving in this world. J.W.
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THE PREFACE ond ENTRANCE

UNTO

BASILIUS VALENTINUS

HIS LAST TESTAMENT

Whereas the time has come, that by the good pleasure of Almighty

God ny Creator, and his dearly beloved Son Jesus Christr rny Lab-

oratory in this corruptible World draws to an end, and aJn to app-

roach from this earthly Laboratory unto the Heavenly, and am creep-

ing daily and hourly nearer to the end, and am to el-ose according

to the appointed time of my Dear Saviour, aiming at the true Manna,

or Heavenly food of Eternal bliss, sighing continually after me

enjoying of  such r iches, which have a fu lness of  ever last ing joys;

I thought it ny duty in conscience, to be reconciled in a Christ-

ian way to rny felJ-ow members that are alive at the present, and
with those, which are to succeed in future ages, in that my Soul
may be at rest, patiently waiting for the Lord.s calI, and to be-
come an inhabitant of that Heavenly Paradise, and to be matri.cul-
ated into the Book of Life, and stand. i.n readiness day and night
to look for my lords coming. At the consideration hereof I cat-J.
to mind ny writ ings, which I set down to paperr 8s other Ancient
Philosophers have done before me, publishi-ng all- such Mysteries
of Nature, whereby Artists, and such that bear an affection and
love unto such Mystical Tnrths may be benefitted, and the sarne
I loveingly and readily leave to themr 8s much as the highest
Spagtrnrickr and heavenly physician hath granted and. reveal.ed unto
me3 My conscience, further has pressed me, in the pursuance of a
christian Iove, and performa.nce of my promise, d.ictated by Nature,
to make a larger relation, because it is a thing meet and necess-
arlr to set forth the Marruals which are belonging hereunto, and
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ought to be described circunstantially, to inforror the judgenent

of such men addicted hererrnto to the full, nanely how Natures

bolts, which she several ways ttrnrsted forward, to lock strongly

her Secrets,  are to.  be thnrsted back, that  the doors of  wor ld ly

Ireasures might be rrnlocktr that the hrowledge of Transcendent

Mysteries may be attai.ned unto upon serious continued prayers

unto the Creator, mens judgement and understanding might the more

be egged on.

I aru not put upon either by force or indigency, nor by a vain-

glory, or self-end, to set down any letter, and to leave it to

posterity; only a meer eonsideration of the frailty and of the

niserableness of thj.s world, where the children of darlcress are

a}nost quite lost in their groping ways, hath caused me to do so.

I am not able to express how much my mind is purplexed, when I

think on the fol1y of this frail world, and consider the Clrmnrerian
Darloress of its Children, which think themselves of deep under-
standing, when they have heard some Sopperies of the Universal
Chaj.r-men discoursed of , thereby supposing to be much enlightened

in their und.erstandings. $lhere is that high and precious Medicine

of the Ancient Philosophers, wh5-ch l ived before any Universi.ty
nan talked, or heard of ,  who received their  Revelat ions upon an
eanrrest pious prayer unto God, joining therer.mto thej-r daily
searehings into natural things, and laying their hands to the

work. Whither I szy, is fled their painfulness and industry?
S#efy to no other place, than to the horrid., impure , and sordid.
Apothecaries-shops, deeply precipitated and buried i.n the earth,
and sunk so deep, that the ri.nging nor sorrnding of bells, and
beating of morters are able to rouse it: Thus thei-r praise and

lhe Glory of the highest is at stand! And who prod.uceth any good
of it? fhus much an I persurded, that if-my.,,rrit ings shaI1 be
produced to l ight after my death, and the judicious posteri-ty,
and Disciples of then do rightly read, meditate, and r.rnderstasd.
then weIl, and do out of a christian intention seek, dive, and
work the seme on]-y to the glory of God, and the love and eharity
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of their fellovi Brethren and Christians, then by roeans of their

actions and works, that depend, from such good and proper fr:nda-
nentals, wil l be d.eserved and laid open to the publick view, all
those Sopperi.es and, forgeries, whicfi these great Mouthtd vain-
glorious fellows, and high concei.ted fools, which proclaim them-

selves to be the sole physicians and Masters of both Medicines,
that is of the inward and outward, and arrogate to themselves
great d,ignities and worths in the world,, when there is no cause
for it. Their i.ntentions are set upon no other fowrdationsr but
to U.ve in great respect, to haunt after vain-glory with a fearrd
eonscience, to deprive their felJ.ow Christians of their monies
by cheating, a].l they look for, is to be talked of, and live in
reputation, they slick fuJ.l of diabolical pride ancl vanS-ty up to
their ears, these in the end, in great wo and misery have their
souls drowned most laglentablyt Wo r Wo r to you children of Satan!
Here I intended not to use any prorixity of wordsr not to bring
in any such matters, which are hetergeneal to my purpose i at the
closing of ny book I wiJ-l be more large in my expressS.ons, as far
as the heavenly hince shal1 enable me to do, where as for a cor-
oJ-lary to all my writings, I shall annex things with that provi-so
and intreaty, that al]. those, which intend to be real, conscianable
in their Medicaments r rtraV aid and. cure thei.r oppressecl fellow
christians, and to seareh and inquire into such things, which
God for such purposes both ord.ained., and, irnplanted them into Nat-
l l rg.

This present book of nine deserves to be cal].ed (A l ight r-mto
Darhress ) for other things, which i.:: rny former writings r have
diseor:rsed of by way of parables, which style I made use of the
rather, because it is proper to Philosophers, are d.eclared. in this
roy last i.nformation, where I d,eal. in plain anc clear word.s, de-r-
cribing, and na.oing the matter openly. shewing the preparations
fbom the begir,ning, to the nidd.le, and. end., d,ernonstrating, an,d.
setting before the eyes of men the natter in general and partic-
ular' confi:rring, and justifying the tnrth thereof, arrd making
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a distinction betwixt the gror.md. and no gror:nd, in so plain tems,

that the very Children may r.rrderstand, and feel it with their

hands. And because this book affordeth another lcrowledge, differ-

ing fron others of rny writing, wherein I have not written so ob-

scureJ-y, nor made I use of such subtil i t ies, as the Anci-ents did' '

who lived before me. And end.ed. their days happily, therefore

doth it require another place also to be laid up in, and kept

secret from the peverseness of nen in the world.. I d.o not d.esire

it should be brrried. w!.th ne, to be a prey, and food for the wormst

but it shaLL be left above g3or.rnd, and kept secret from wicked

Een, and ny purpose is, that it shal-J. be laid into a secret placet

where none shaI1 come near it, but he, for whom God hath ordained

it, other writ ings of mj-ne shall sooner see the publie l ight.

But }oaow thou whoever thou art, into whose hand. this my last
Testa.nent comes, which conta jns the Reveal.ati.on of heavenly and

earthly Mysteries, it wiIL happen to thee by a divine provid.ence,

to whose custody, is my devoti.on then perfor:ned, I comni.tted it,

d.epositing the seme into that secret place together with other

things, not inforced upon any gror.mds of Mysteries r or straight-

nesses, to leave i t  there onJ.y for  h im whom Godts goodness shal1
appoint  to f ind i t ,  For i t  is  not  good for me to let  Godts creat-

ures and rnystexy, which are too abstnrse already, and stept from
the light into darloress, by reason of the peverseness of the wick-

ed worLd. to d.ie with me r 4s wicked. men are wont to do with gifts,

they are entrtrsted withal; but even leave a glimpse of truth and

of the cLear heaven, thinlcing befitting to d.ischarge ny conscience

in putting forth the talent to usurJr, let the wiJ.J- of the Lord be
done in hin, whom he deemeth to be worthy of it, to whose care

and di].igence I corrnit it fbom henceforth and forever. 'For I a

Cloyster-man and an wrwea:ar Servant of the Divine infinite, Trin-

ity confess and. aclorowledge, that I shouJ.d never have come so far

in ny loeowJ.edge of these end.Less mysteries, in the Ana1ory of
natura-L things, i.n the meliorati.on, changing their qualities, for

a sure and strong upbuild.ing of this profor:nd ]oeowledge of the S:nre
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Medi.cj,ne 
' 

accordi.ng to thj.s Ordi.nance (whereby I an read.y to do
good to all and everXr one, which desireth my help herein) which
as I have done hS.therto, so my d.esire is that God would enable
me to d,o the s=rne to the ].ast of rny breathing.

I say I shorrld. never have attained r:nto it, if by God.s special '
goodrressr grace, and mercy, several books had not eome into my
hands 

' 
unri.tten of ancient Masters ! Which d,eparted this life a

long tine before me, causing great joy to me, stiring up in rne
a returrr of hearty thanks to Godr who so graciously was pleased
in this providence to bestow then on me j.:r the Cloyster before
any of ny fellows.

r d,o speak it without any vain-glor-y, r have done so much good
thereby to ny fe1J.ow christians, as ever was possible for me to
do, whi.ch next to God, retLrrned thanks for i.t, even to the end of
my d.ays.

Now, r can be steward no longerr'r have done according as lny
abilities would gave leave: Let others also be ind.ustrious , a4d
not d,efeetive in their steward.ship, I return mine into the faith-
ful hands of God AJ-nighty, and deliver up to his Divine power
artd glory' instead of the Keys for the house, all the allotted
nysteries set down here in ny writings, leaving them to his d.is-
posing, to bestow them after ny d.eath rrnto hin, whon his Divine
WilL' shalI chose thereuntor. to be for the lorowled,ge of his praise-
worthy nane, the good and help of such, that stand, in want of
necessaries and health, for the avoiding and shrlrning of all
wor1d1y poEpe, pride r. wantor:ness, Iux:ry, rashness, pleasure, covet-
ousnessr and spightfir lness, of contenpt of others.

0 Lord. God AlnighW, nercj.fr:,l Gracious Father of thine only
begotten son Jesus christ, who are only the Lord, of sabaoth, the
princ5.ple of a'I't things that are mad,e by thy We3dn a31d d.efjnate
end of alL creatures "above and below; r poor niserable Ma:r, a3d
Earth-bornr retrrne thanks with ny babl5.ng tongue fron the ilrner-
most Center of ny heart, who hast been pleased. to enlighten me with
the great light of thy heavenJ-y and earthly wj.sd.omr' ald the greatest

vLL.1-.



trysteries of the created. secrecies and treasures of this Wor1d.,

together with thy Divine saving word., by whj.ch I leaz:r to lceow
thine Alnighty power and wonders. To thee belongs eterna]. praise,

honour, and Bloryr' from eterreity r.mto eternity, that thou hast

bestowed. on ne health and livelyhoodr' strength, and ability, to

be helpful to ny felIow Christians in their necessities and. in-
fected infimities with those mystical heaU.ng medicines, together
with such spiritual comforts, to raise the droopi.ng spirits.

Lord, to thee alone belongs power, mighti and gIory, to thee is
the praiset honor.r, and gratefuanessrfor aJ.J. the mercj.es and graces

thou hast bestowed on me, and hast preserved me therein ti1I to
this ny great age, and, lowest weakress. Of thou God of aJ.L graces,

and father of aL1 comforts, be not angry with me, that I deliver
up to thee, mine eterrral creator, the keys of my stewardshipr
wrapt up in this Perganene, according to the duty of my cal1i.ng
and conscience ca1J.s for; with these thou sufferest me to keep-
house the nost of any tj.rne, t i lJ. now, thou hast cal.J.edr'and forseen
me to be thy servant and steward., and hast graciously afford.ed,
that I should enjoy the noble sweet fnrits, which were gathered
in thy AJ-uonarar to my last instant end.r'which now, o Lord., l ieth
in thy power. I beseech thee for the d.ear merits of Jesus Christr '
come nowr when thou pleaseth', inclos'e my heartr'receive my Soul
ireto thy heavenly Throne of grace r' Iet her be recommend.ed. wrto
thee graciously, 0 thou faithfi.d- God.r' who hast red.eemed her on
the holy Cross with the most precious Tinctr:re of the t:rre b].ood.
of thy holy body; then is rny rife we].]. ended. on this earth, grant
to the body a quiet restr't i l l  at the last day, body and soul
ioj:red again, and are of a heavenly compositi.on; for now my only
desire is to be dissorved, and to be with rry rord. christ, the
whj eh thou Almighty ' Holyr' and Heavenly lrinity gralt to rn€ r and.
alJ. good. Christian believers. AIVIHI.

That r nay come to the work intended,, and, nake a beginling of
the work in hand, if God be pleased to let this book come to thy
hand,s, before al-l things uncessantly you return hearty, and

ix.



rrnfeigned thanks for it; jn the next pJ-ace I beseech hin to bestow

on thee al.so grace and. blessing, a heal.thful bod.y, successfully

to accompJ.ish all the points laid down here, whieh tend to the

well-fare and benefit of thy Neighbour, and to prepare them acc-

ording to the Marrualsr which to that end I set down, and prescribe

then, that you loay happily and successfully begin the work; that

the nid.dle and end be correspond.ent therer.mto. Ihen be not flap-

tongued, and resolve absolutely in thy heart, not entrust with

these Mysteries any nalicious, unsateful, and false man' much less

shouldest thou Etke them partakers thereof ; for if Al-Bighty God

would. bestow it on others, he could do it irnrnediately, artd glrant

the same by other Eeans and ways without thee. Therefore look to

it, tenpt not the T.ord thy God., for he wiJ.l not be mocked. Be

silent and reservingt be meditating on Gods punishment, which no

nan is able to out-nrn3 keep a good intention; let not yorrr greedy

ni.led run onr how you nay get abwrdance of Gold and Silver riches,

and vanity, but before al.l. things, which are written herei.nr 1et

that be yorr chiefest ain; how you nay appear heJ.pfuJ- in word and

deed to promote the health of thy Neighbour Christian: Then have
you given, and brought an offering of thanks, and God wil. l bestow

Bore upon thee, and with such Revealati.ons; wilJ- come to thee;

more than ever you wouJ.d have believed.
[herefore instead. of a perfect Physick book, I have annexed at

the end those precious Medicines; with which even to thj-s hour,

I have cured successfully nany diff icult slnnptoms, and diseases,

held by others to be incrrrable; which I reccornmend unto thee with

the rest of the things contained in these writings, to thy consc-
ience to be wary; and not to abuse any of themr a's much as thy
life and. soul is near and dear r:nto thee.

If thou receivest thi.s faithful adnonition and warrefug, which I
g5.ve r:nto thee here and there at the begi"nning, middle, and end,

and. in other pJ.aces aIso, and doest accordingly, then thou canst
not be too thankfuJ. for these things which through Godrs permission
shall be intinated and made ]mown to thee out of thi.s book.
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But it case thou wilt strive against ny faithful warning and
fatherly adnonj.tionr' these mysteri.es, whi.ch were hid from the
learrred, and then sufferst to come into strange ha4ds ! Look to
thy selfr blame not me, think not that there is any reconsj.lation
for thee, being cut off fron all these, which live and die in
Christ.

fhus I let it rest, comrnif,t ing execution to the Highest, which
dwelleth in Heavenr'who prrnisheth and avengeth alJ. marrner of sin,
vicesr in5.qui.ti.es, and covenant-breakings. Whereas I thought it
necessary thus to d,escribe this ny Declaration before my other
wri.tings, and. to prove the s''ne with exanples, that every one,
whom God sha]'l judge to be worthy of; may conceive, und.erstand,
and fathon the trrre beginning, the tnre nj.d.d.le, and the t:rre end
of all created things. Thereupon I pr:rposed to make a beginning
of it trith a necessary relation of the original, begilrning, and
existeney of ltfii.nera].s and Metals, from which ariseth the most
noble and precious Medicine r' whereby is procr:red. a hea].thful long
Iife, and abund,ance of riches are obtained.: Narnely from whence
Mi.nerals and Metals have their originar, how they be brought to
light r that searehers into Natrrral things may lceow the whole Nat-
ure in her circr:nference, before ever they J.ay hand to the work,
and acquaint themselves we].]. therewith; then stil1 the one will
strean and. n:n forth the other i one art wi.I1 produce the other;
at last all what is fought for, will be overteken in joy, and
that which hath been longed for, will happily be enjoyed..

This my book, r divide into five parts, each of them i.s sub-
divid'ed' into certain Chapters and Parts. As for the style used.
herer it ought not to be expected, to be any other than is meet
for a Mlner, after the cond.ition of Mi.ne-works; wavi.:eg aI1 Rhetorick
and Poetical manner of eloquent expressions. l
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In the first part of try intend,ed work I wiIL d.escribe chiefLy

the nanner, nat'urel and properties of lvline-works; jrr which grow .
Mi.nera-ls and. Metals, of the First Spelu, nativityl quaritlri and

properfi as al.so of the exhalation and inhalations.

I I .

The second part 5fua11 be a ki:ed of reeapitrrlati.on of the first

partJ where shal] !s contained. also a relation of the condi.tion

and occasion of Mi.nes, Ores, Stones, passages and. Clefts r with

their coherent liquors, powers and operations i as of Go1d. r' Silver 
'

Copper, Iront [inr I'ead,, Merorry and the rest of Mineral s.

TT'T
!I . I . r

In the third, part is d,ecLared in nanif est,' and J.iteral. erq)ress-

ions without arry d.efect and obscr:riffi the Uni.versa'I of thi.s whole
worLd,, how a]'l philosophens before me, and after ne, have made
that most ancient great st-one r' whereby health and riches were
obtaisred,, of the pbssibility; how, and. of what it nay be d,oner'
together with a perfect Declaration of ny XtI Keys, with the naues
of our matter

I1r.

In the for:rth parb I .describe aLL the particrrlars of Metal.s l
wtri.ch the one is endued. with, before the otheri out of which may
be had. perfect hea-Lthi and an adrrantage ueto the getting of great
riches; with q]l the l,tarrua-ls in gerreral and, particr:Iarl belonging
thereurtos this forrrth part I have intitled,r- the Marruals of Basilius
YaLentinusl whereil is showed, fu6s a'r'l Ittetals and Minerals; fifiixg
thereurrto t may be brought to their h-ighest preparation.
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In the fifth part I have annexed the transcendent most dear won-

d,erfirl Medicine of al]. Meta1s and Misrerals, and of other thi.:ngs'

which God N-uighty had ord,ained,l and grac5.ously gfanted. for nen'

who in the rral-ly of miserXr are subject to slchress and povertyl

that they may have a remedy to he1.p themselves against both.

God the Father of nercy and, salvation, who liveth from eternity

to eterrrity, being above a't 1 the Creatures; gant gface and bl-ess-

ing to this ny purpose, that I nay rmite so, that evelTr one may

r:nd.erstand, and God.s infinite trerey, tfrat it together wi.th his
gracious goodness, redemptS.on ny seetr heown, acheowled.gedrand

ssnf,intrally nedS.tated, upon, and, evezlr one nay caAL on the Great
Greator day and. night, granting to them fervent hearts so to dir-

eet aJ.I. their thoughts, that they nay make no otherrvi.se of thi.s
noble creatnre of God. and transcend,ent great nysterlr of Natr:re t
together with the Anatomy thereof; hrt only to the great honor.r of
God,, and the good sf a]'I good. Chiidren. The styne grant this Fathert
Son and, HoJ.y Ghost in his nercy, AIllEN.
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THE FIRST PARTOF BASILIUS VALEIITI I IUS

CHAHTER 1.

0f the Aetheri.al- l iquor of Metals r or of the Metal Ferch ' .

God hath created things r:nderground.r ers well as the things zrbovr

ground,: By the things r.mderground, I understand Metals, Minerals,

which there is inplanted also a ferti l i ty to their seed, without v

the seed could neither grow nor increase. See which j.s banen, ha

not that ferti l . i ty; by which it is collected; that there is some d

tinction betwirt seed and fertility, if we will enquire narrowly w

ferti l i ty is, the best and surest way i.s, to consid.er l i fe and dea

of creatures, how they hold together; for death is barren, but a I
]. i fe is ferti l , because it sti.reth and moveth.

It is seen by aJ.J. the works that are undertaken about Metals, thi
there is nothing so voJ-atiJ.e as Metals are, and so nothing stirs al
noveth more subtiJ-Iy than it; but thi.s stirring and moving I will (

here the Ferch of  Metals,  by reason of  i ts  cont inual  proceedirg,  ar

incessartt moving; and because the same is not visible i.n Metals, aJ
doth it in a twofoJ.d wzy, therefore I wilJ. Iet the old word stand,
and call its stilring a Lubricum, and its Fereh a VolatiJ.e; for wi'
the virtue and power of both these, it perforroeth al.L that, what i'
need.s for the perfection, purity, and sization of its work.

Seeing Ferch is a perpetual living and forthgoing thing, one nigl
admi.re and say, of what condition is Metal then, which we behold w:
our eyes r and feeJ. with out hand.s 3 which being thus hard and coagu-
whether the sane be alive or d.ead; and whether the life or Fereh il
Ireials may be destroyed, (which is iupossible) what is the conditir
of it, or how cones it to pass? r answer, that a Metal may be a1i'
when it resteth, as wel1 as when it gfoweth, or stirreth; and here
a d'i.stinction must be made a€ain betwixt the d.eath of Metals, a11d.
their rest and quietness.
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For d.eath toucheth onJ.y the bodies, when they perish; but the l ife

itslefr oT Ferch cannot perish or cease; therefore if a Metall ine

body be erbant, then is it at hand visibly two manner of ways. fhe

one is in Iiqui.d,s, ar:,d is di.scerrred in its noving too and fro, and

if it be forced, by a strange d.angerous heat; then it turns to a vol-

atility, and flyeth away. The other way is, when it is at hand in

COAGIIT,AT0, wherein it resteth so long, ti1l it be reduced into its

liquidun, and. that is done in a tvrofoJ.d way, and lasteth so long as

the body lasteth,  but  as soon as the body is d,estroyed or gone, and:

come or entered into a Eore, either. noble or ignoble body, then its

Ferch or life is gone also; therefore if you wiJ-J. reserr/e and keep

a bod,y, then take good notice of its Ferch of l i fe; for if you once

stir it, and htrnt it indiscreetly, you do it with the loss or d.imin-

unation of the body, wherein j.t is, for that life never goeth away

enptyr but sti1l ca:ri.eth along one life or Ferch after another, carl

ir€ it away so long, that at the last it leaveth none. But what the
condition is of the noving and quietness of that 1ife, and how Naturr

bringeth it to rest, must be exactly considered. For an accurate hlr
ledge denonstrates, that there is a difference betwirt the l ife of
the seed and of the body; for deal with the seed which way you wil-l,
you cannot bring it to a volatility, because it is agai.nst its Kind;
and so the body is of the se'ne condition; but the Ferch alone raay be
brought to it.

For if you provide food for the Ferch, then you strengthen its who
workr even as a mother does her child, which she feeds and cherishes
welJ. 

' 
?rrd bri.:rgs the sarne the better to its rest r so is it a]-so with

the Fereh. Iherefore al]. such which gaze and view only the seed and
bodyr and hnow not the fr:nda.uentals about the Ferch, lose the body,
because they observe not Natures progress and proceed5.ngs, putting
the cart before the horse, or the foremost they put hindmost. This
rest and. sleep of the Fereh serves for that use, because it preserrre
the body fron d,estnrctionr or consumption being once come into its
perfecti.on. For as ].ong as it is awake so long it consumes, but whe
i-t has nothS.ng to feed upon, then it corrodes and seizes on its own
bod'y' consrrmSrrg it quite , 4t last it stirs and. moves to another plac

2.



Hence is it that rreasures, or pa1ment, whi.ch are hried,, arvake
at lastr consume their own bodies, reducing them to dustr so that
nothing of then remains but either a treer stone or flIux r Ers in rna
places is to be seen.
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CHAPTER II

OF THE SEFD OF IlIETAIS

ALL those Authors which have written about the netalline seed,

in that, when they say Sulphur is the rnasculine seed of metals 
' 

a

Merer:r1r is the feroinine seed.; whi.ch saying must be taken in its g

sense 3 for eommon Sulphur and Common Mercury are not meant thereb

For the visi.bJ.e Mercu:qir of Metals is a body itself out of bodies t
so eannot be a seedt and being cold, 5.ts coldness PER SE cannot b

seed; and the Sulphur of Metals be5.ng a food, how can it be a see

Yea, a seed consumes Sulphrr, how can one seed destroy the other.

sor what body should it produce?

It is therefore Eui, error, if that should be taken in the common

senset if.the MercurT of bodies is in a work, and hath taken food

then aJ-J. the six Mercuries protrnrde one bodyr 4s the one of the s

is in its predominancy, so the bod.y rises,
Seeing there a.re seven of these Mercuries, it happens, that whe

the seed. of Mars and Ve.nus has the pred.ominancy, they produce a m

culine body of So1, but if the seed. of Saturn and Jupiter does pr
d.ominate, thse is produced. a feminine bod,y, which is ca1led Luna:
Mercurlr is an assistant on both sides.

The s€tme happens raeto other bod.j.es; but these are always and in
and each work togetherS for they are ind.ivisible ras is meet also r
manner of body eouLd. produce else? For Nature has perfect bodj-es
though i.n thenselves mtrst be d.j.ssolved agaS-n, Vet are they perfec
for, if it should, be defeetive 1n any of its branches?

Therefore everXr body has its perfect seed,, hence the transn'trtat

nas its grorrnd in the ASCENSfON and DESCEI{SI0N of metals, wh5.ch c
wise eould not be, if they were not homogenea-l in their seed.. Fc
if any man says, that Silver is not Go1d, clowns believe that als
beeause they have not ftrndamental lorowred.ge, of the seed., how it
go out of one body into the otherr or else it wants its fertilitl
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neither can it be natr:raIly without a body, wherein i.t rests. fh

belong Seven distinct parts to an r.rniforual body of metals 
' 

to br:

it by norrrishnent into fom, vi.z. , L. An earth. 2. A Stone. 3.

An earth ash. 4. Earttr].y Streans. 5. Glass or Subterraneal mer

6, [he Subterrane€ut finctr:re. ?. The Subterranearr FUIIGO br Set

( fune).

A11 these ulre the nateri.aLs of the body; and. as earth is mans na

out of which God nad.e hin, unto which he nust return a€ain: so all

other bodies also at last return to earthr' that Mj.ner which is jud

i.ci.ous and hrowirrg herej.n, hiln I judge to dese:rre the nane of Mine

For there are few of them which are ri.ghtly inforued herei.n, or ha

any fund,anental hrowJ.edge of it, though they are daily employed ab

it; though some might say, they could not brrt be lmowing it in the
profession, yet it is not so real.Iy; if so, what right use can the;

nake of then? They put wrong names upon then, are ignorant of the:
utility, and this is the reason why they nany tines rrrn them waste

upon heaps, where after some tine they trrrn to goodness, and the 1c
they Iay there, the better they sJr€; thj-s instrtrcti.on dese:rres no
hatred., but rather a grateful aclarowledgement.

$lhy should Philosophers be believed to heow anybhing? But where
it written, that men shouJ-d seek and find mereurJr of the body in a
subterranean firne, stone I glass, btrt in their books? Where are ]-ez
artificial fi.mings r inful5.ginations, incinerati.ons, nutritions r bul
from them. Ihe seed of metaLs as it is perfeetr so is its Ferch, c
life invi.si.bIe. Where do those men stay, which wiIL work accord.in6
to Nature, and, hrow none of these, neither do they hrow where to g€
itl yet fa11 upon Artists, exclaming upon then to be fa].se, and a1J
such as are enployed in their ways I but we see and hear how ignorar
runs ollr rt is inpossible to get a body wi.thout seed, it were as I1
to say, a seed, is without fertilj.ty. Therefore peruse it exactly i
its d.issoluti.on, the reduction of it wiLJ. afford its body: work
cheerftrlly.

&rt it is none of the meanest works r 8s some of the most ancient
Ptri losophers have said., which eal]ed it a double work; for thus the
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saVr that metal Eust first pass through the Melters hand, afterwardl

it nust come into the hand.s of the Alchlpist, if; so be the seed shi

be heown in the artificial work; they mezur' or intimate by th5.s sayi:

thus much, that there is a twofold. d.issolutionr the one is, when tht

expert Melter brings the frangible body EZ NAIIJEAII CONDUIIONS into

a nal.J.ableness r wheretrlr 5.ts inpurity is gotten off . !"

Ihen comes the Alchenist, redueing the body into cinders, calxest

glasses, colours, f i:nes, s:trbterrzurean, in which the seed of netals

restsr and the Ferch or l i fe is for:nd. ferti le in the body, artd is r(

ucible into a Spiri"tual water or PRIMII MATERIA, according as the qui

ity and property of ttre netal i.s, and is d,ivided artificially i.:eto j

natural principles, according to the process of the Cirynict Art, of

which trore in another place shal1 be spoken, when I sha11 treat of 'l

Minerals.
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6'I{APTER III.

OF IIIE XIETAT,IINE NUTRIMNT.

Although it belongs not to this placer how MINERALIA F0SSILIA ar,
mad,e trnder ground, however I wiJ-l give a hint of it, how Nature rnal
then out of Subterranean noist l iquors and nine crescencies, which
afterward. selrre to be a food to metals; not such l5.quors which are
decocted above ground; therefore if you should add here above grotrr
d.eeocted ones to metals, r:ndissolved in their corporeal forur your
work would be j.:e vainr and where there are such MINERAIIA FOSSELIA
there are mine-works al.so if not with it, yet are they not far off,
as is seen in many nines. As in Hr.rngar1r are digged the fairest and
best Sulphrrr-al-J-oms and mineral or mine Vitriol. And about Harcyri
ELre digged Salt Vitrio].. About Goslar, Mansfield., Zellerfield, and.
Eshland in Helvetia is digged mine-saIt, and at HaIl there is great
store of it, where there is for.md also very curious sulphur. But
you must note 

' 
that these nj.:rerals are not used, thus grossly, but al

prepared first 
' 

which is a curious work to bring a mineral thus higl
by subljming into FIORES, which are ha].f netalline, especially if rni
with netal, the metal being reduced. into a mineralrfrom that the f].r
ers are made 3 thus you see Natures forwardness, and now she is red.ur
ible to her first water, sulphur and saIt. Many make t'1ese fllowers
wi.thout netal, which are not so good, though, as the former wayo Fo:
an OLEUM nade of Vitriol or Copper, and is d.isti11ed, is more effec"l
u21r yea a thousand times more precious in its operation, then that
which is nade of common Vitriol, whom Natrrre has not yet exelted.. l
tnre, the Hr.mgarian Vi.triol, in its efficacy and virtue is fourd. wor
derful and sufficient enough, beeause Nature has grad,uated. ft to a
greater si-ccity, and brought it to a ripeness more than others were,
and i"s more exee].].ent than the rest.

By this preparation they can make use of the minerals, strengthen
and encrease their pleasure thereby. If anything is to be mad.e meel
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for netals r then it nust be d.one out of uetals, with metals, artd thr-

ough or by metals, . whi.ch is the real. and on1y manual. whereby may be

hit the hardness of the nineral flowers, always take from them, and

add nothing to them, this is the Art, which asks great wondering, and

d.eep ned.j.tation. fhus you must learrr to go to woric, for these flowers

are for:nd often closely compacted, whi.ch ninergs very seldom hlow,

especially in Hr:ngary and WalLaehia, they are as fair as ever any red

glowing ore nay be, they are of a crystaIIj-ne transparent redrress 
' 

are

good GoJ.d and SiJ.ver according as they are t5-:aged, this is a rare heow-

J-edge, arr art worthy the best eonsid,erati.on, which is to make glass of

a hardness, from thence it is, that the subterrasrean glasses make up

the ueta1, thereby they come to thei.r ovsn fonn.

The preparation of these flowers have their great utility in phy-

sical ways, if their excrements be taken from them, and their odours;

these excrements are the faces of minerals, are nought for metals,

sti.rring up evil sedinents, which bring danage unto metals, a twofold

eviJ- comes from the rnistaking of minerals; for d.eeocted ones are a
dangerous poison, and corrosive r.mto metalsr 4s we see above ground,

when aqua fort is is made of  them, which eorrodes, tears,  d iv ides,  and
parts netals, and the other which are fair to look on, sticking r.mto
netals,  and their  worst  poison, for  as soon as these approach, they
kindle and. eause the dangerous sed.iments, al.l avails nothS.ng rrnto them,
though they have and keep their form. As an infect.ed man has ful1
the fom and face of a man, though he be infected and infects others
alsor and in case j-t turn aJ.J. to one metal, yet it but an empty one,
and nothing in it. This is a verXr necessarJr observation for mj-ners
and laborors, for if they regard it not, they obstrrrct not only their
work' hrt endanger themselves al.so; because the rnetal is not only
turreed into a volati.J.ity, if any feces or excrements be added thereuluc
and that also which stays, comes to be rrnnallabIe, and suffer"s con-
tinually d.ininutionr ?s long as it is under the hamner. Those that
work theu have cause to look to it, i f they faJ.J. on then with any fire,
their reward srrrely is some nine dj.sease, whi-eh erperimentally is Imowr
how their poison does stick and hang on the top of the furnace and in
their chests r turning to arsenic and such poisonous f\rmes and seeds,
and do hurt everXr w4V, as woefirl eqperience evidenceth.

(

8.



CHAPITER IV.

0F IHE MEIATINE SHop, oR, oFFICINTA METAI,TnRUM.

A11 natural works have their special convenient places in which they

works where there is any sueh place or shop, in which some glorious

and. precious thing i.s rnad.e t and someti-mes though the instnlnent be
very horrid artd monstrous, and its matter unlcrown, yet they are ex-

tant in that office.
First' touching, the glory and praise of this officine, it is l ikened

to a Church, in whieh the seed and the Ferch are married to the body,
therein they eat, rest, and work, thither they cary all fair and pleas-
ent naterials rrnderground wherewith they are clad, and they have another
kind of f ire, water, air, and earth, for the things that are accom-
plished and perfected thereinr the same can hardly be parted a€ain,
no not with the help of the neather air, if so b€, that i.t must be
parted asunder, then see and make trial of it on the mercury of metals.

Again, the things made so hard. and fixt cannot be parted, as may be
seen of goldr how fim and fi lrt is it in the fire? The cause whereof
is the subtetranean heat and cold which it imparts to metals, and
nakes then firm thereby, for it is a stony firrnarnent of the earth, and
giving to netals thei.r stony power, it grows hollow and spong:y, full
of pants' which at last are fi l led up with metals, even as bees so
fill their hives with honey, and in the end. it parts, and is carri.ed
away in the slickr or (scabes). For the Earth-stone is not consumed.
undergror.rnd, because it is a sediment, not suffering anfbhing to come
in or out, hence is the d,ifference betwirb the Earth-stone and the
Terestial-Fimanental-Stone, which is one of the mineral works. Let
no man gain s?Vr that a stone shou]-d have together both heat and cold
at once, to afford the one now, and then to hide the other, for when
it works upon inferior metals rthen it hid.es its eoldness, and so it
helps every walr

fhis is the Tract and instrr:ment, heat and cold of the Subterrarrearr
Fire-Stone.

9.



fhe modern Chenists which are ignorant, not heowing Nature aright,
and do not take notice of her ways r use strange instruments, and then
they make or cause to be made all manner of vessels, aceording as
every one of them have a fancy to, but in natr.res ways they lmow Iittle
she regards not the variety of for:ns , and instead of these, she thkes
a fit and lasting instrrrnent, which holds in the work, and every form
follows or accompanies the seeds preced.ency. The folly and ignorance
of worlsren is aegravated in that because they d.espise the Imowledge
of ninerals.

Ihe instnrment she uses hereunto, I should make mention of it here,
but wave it at this tiroe, and wilJ. do it in another pIace, where you
may seek for, artd take notice of it. Those which think themselves
to be the wisest do say, that it is a vanity to obserrle mathematically
the stars above, and to order any work after seasonable days and hours,
it is something said, but not so well ground,ed.. But it i .s most certain,
that if you work aceording to common course, otherwise thas we do,
following only your own fancies, then is your labour i.n vain. There
is a difference to be nade between the upper stars, and the metall ine
stars 

' 
which shine artd have their influence into bod.i.es. Touching

the stars above, they i.n their light and motion have a singular influ-
ence; and the stars below have their influence also upon their metals,
thus each heaven has its pecuLiar course and instrr,rnent, where the
stars situation nay be apprehended. An OPACITM CoRpUs SIEI.,LATI'M compaet
astral body, differs in its condj-tion forrr a CORpUS LUCIDIIM, if you
i'ntend to leanrr here something, then you must be ind.ustri.ous a;1d. grudge
no pains, it would require a huge volune, if I shou]-d d.escribe pARTIC-
UT,ARIY the whole cirerrmference of subterranean mine-works; it would
not suffj.ce to nominate the things only, but must d.emonstrate also,
that all that, which r attribute to them, to be trrre, r say it would
ask a great deal  of  wr i t ing,  to d. i .spose the brains.of  misconcei ted. . ,
men to a belief; what should I say of such materials, on whom I 

"ouiAnot inpose fitting nFrnes, though I hrow them, for who is that man which
has done learning in our school?

Here I must need.s speak as belongi.:rg properly to this pIace, that no
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voJ-rrme in this world can be written, in whieh cou1d. be set down all

and every PARTICULAR MANUAI, as Laborators sometimes rnS.ght ask; there-

fore an Artist havi-ng g5.ven him some hints of things, must endeavour

to order hj.s work, and manage the same jud5.cuously, must put his hands

to the work, and get lonowJ-edge by luis ovrn practj-ce. I d.irect 
"t "i,

uen in their work to Natrrres process underground., Iet hin search there'

and, talce an honest miner along to show hin her instrunents, and rnatters

(for prai-sing, Iying, and ignorance avails here nothj"ng)" Every one

wishes to get riches, but the mea.ns for the getting of them are not

respondent; if I were the best l irnner, and couId. set forth in colours

the for:n of any instnrnent, then men would r:nderstand it; it would

help in this case they would see it, and feel it with thei-r hands and

undertake the work, if all were set down. I hrow what and how much

ought to be put in a book, I put things fitting in, and did it faith-
fu11y.
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CHAPTER V.

OF EGRESS]ON AI{D INGRESS]ON OF METAIS.

fhe work of metals does evidence a perpetual going in, and coming

out, for hereby the Egression i.s r.rrderstood not only the Egression

of the whole work, that in some place a whole rnetall ine tract comes

into decay, when it wants food to be nourished any longer, and has
devoured all i ts bodies, hrt also a parti-aI egressi.on; for sti l l  the

one seeks the other, and follows at the heeI. fhi.s we see by the
mercury of netals' being poured forth, it is scattered into thousands
of l i tt le quick corns, all of them return to their body; in the same
condition is VOIITIIE IUBRICIIM; and the Ferch also goes forth in smalL
bi ts,  dt  last  i t  jo ins in a body somewhere, even as bees meet together;
it receives no more than it has need, the overplus swarmes to another
rnine-officiner which parting and distributi-ng, affords many and several
mine-works, accordi.ng to the disposition of the officine and nourish-
ment' and accordi.ng as it is infringed in its work in the egression;
the Ferch and the seed go on in their volati l i ty, and if they had
wings' that volati le is so thin, that it can hardly be d.iscerned., yet
is it foliated l ike a heap of atoms; thus subtil i ty it f lys away, and
the Ferch, must st i l l  have i ts sbed, the seed i ts body, and that i ts
thin atoms. My neaning is not, that its egression is from or out of
the earth into the ai.r, to f1y about there, and then to come into
ground again; which is not sor nor can it be, because its natural work
is not in the air, unless men bring it forth purposely, then is it of
another condition; of that egression I d,o not speak here, because it
is done by day; but this goes through the earth. Which stands in the
furnace r rlot apprehensive or visible to us, and nms through elefts
and passages, for if the earth gives way to the ingression and egress-
ion, even as the water does to fishes, and, the air to birdsr 3s long
as metals come to thej-r Stone-fimanent, which Stone-fi-rmanrent differs
from the earth-fj.mament, when it meets with that, it goes about,
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looking out for another passa€e, like as water that flows about
stoner and not through it, yet it stays in its ow?l stone and rec
strength of it, and turns there to a bodyl And as it goes in its
ression from one metaLline fi:maraent, stone-firuament to another
though eaten soaked.r be it at what d.istanee it wilI, attraci the
RTCIIM 

' 
even as a bird draws it feet up to its body in its flight,

if they touch antrnrhere, then they loose sonewhat of the body, anc
the LUBRTCI'M j-:r its ingression suffers it to eome again to a stre
of operat ionl for when.both are jo5.ned, then the metal increases,
attracts its food in a wond,erful wayr and, nourishes itserf , a1,.d. i
is to be adrnired, that in this ingression, when that LUBRTCI'M com
more and nore to its officine, how it increases and strengthens i
so 10ngr that at last the work is mad.e fi:m in the offieine. Thi
strengthening can not be learned to be any other, than the Metall.
Mereury does noalce it, for in the first place it tunrs it there in-
a TIQUIDIIMT where afterwards it reeeives a].l, does coagulate, eona
aecordi-ng as the bod,ies are either nasculine or femi.nine, at last
is brought to a solid fixed body of So1. llhi.s ingression makes tl
subter-raneEm plaee noble and fnritful, and is singular, when it he
an ascending ore in work, that air is very wholesome, and if the z

above with nelting be not infected. with arsenic firmes, then it afl

a somber air to dwell in.

this is a manuduction into the whole afterwork' how the same our

to be proceed,ed in, that ore rnay stand and not awa]cenl but turn t

its stream, and, sti1l abide in its bodies C6mpany, it is loath to

an engression, if once it nad,e a t11e ingression, and settled its

the work. For it rests not rn its plaee 
' 

neither d'oes it rest ir

whole tractr but works continually, and. is werl seen what is fix'

f l ights is,and'wherei tset t lestoaf lu idbodyrofearth-sal t '
i ts t i rsarrdrrr ] .esgolongrVes, l tparr tsarrdmovesini t6() lor
t i l l i tgetsal iquidbody,thenturnsi t toaterr inebodyl4r1t
st i l lbroughtontoafurtherheightandhardrreSslandthat is
r ightcoagulat ing,eongeal ing, l iquidat ing,artd. f ix ingofmercu

whieh if done accordingly' then It affords something'
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CI{APTER VI.

OF [}IE DISSO].UTION AND REDUCIION OF METAI,S.

It is apparent, that natrrral heat is the cause of the fluidness c

metals d, i .ssolut ion,  because the seed.of  metals in i tsel f  i .s  very ho

and the fluid natter of metals is hot a]-so r 4s being oligi.nous, and

heat increases, when i-t comes to its offj-cine, or shop, because tha

so being hot encreases the heat more, hence it is why it is hot in

work, and. has need of it, for at first it wcnrld bri.:eg no more into

its bodyr.unless it were soluble and soft, it brings nothing into i

unless it be passed. through these three heats, and fixed by them; t,

exanine it, and add another f1uid. thing to it, which did not pass

through the three heatsi see whether the netal wil l receive it, or r

Second.ly, they must be dissolved, that they may be cleaned; the con-

dition of liquid. things is to produce to !h" outside things fitting
the work it has in hand. This solution is disti.nct from other artil

ical dissolutions, where the body is onJ-y meltedr 2s by the melter
when he separates the excrements from it; for Nature does not melt
the earth as men do, but as corn grows above gror:ndr so she leaves
corn and husks together; there is a great difference between our mel
ing and. the d.issolvi.ng of Nature; if we cou1d observe that distinctj
in our d.issolutions and meltingsr w€ should not be at so great a los
and danages r as we are s I must needs mention about AIIRIIM POTABLE, hc
men d.o busie themselves about it, as many head.s r 4s many' ways they
ehoose-to the naking of-i.t i- Son,b-,take that which i-s not yet separa't
from the netal containing yet the ci.nders of excrements r or worse tl
They take corrosj.ve waters, ACETIIM AQUA VIIIE; and the likei prayr
tel1 me, what does Natrrre take when she is abeut the dissolving of z
congealed water? She takes none of these thingsl onJ-y makes use of
a heat. You must d.o the Ij.ke, if you wilJ. talre a metalline body,
which Natrrre has perfected, and through nelting and fining is come 1
usr if you wi].]. di.ssolve and. reduce it to its First Matter, then ror,
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the Fereh, thus you nay make any netalU.ne body potabile 
' 

being made

pure and superfine, then its excrements are gone, mad.e not with addi'

ionals of corrosive things; the fluxing of such matters rather nake

the netals hardert if a body sha1l be fixedr w€ fix it from without,

which Nature d.oes not, for she fixes the seed,, then the flour setting

and turns to such a fixation, that the dissolving above gror.md, canno'

master i t .  A water,  which congeals,  has at  f i rst  a l i t t le cnrst ,  Boj
on in it tiJ.L it be qu5.te congealed, but here it congeals from withi:

to the outside, hence you may guess at that glorious formdation of

projectionr orl Mercrrry of the body, making a natural, STRAIIIM SUPER
SfRATIlIlt, thus erre the netals joined according to which the artifical

work is orderedi we have a hint given how mercury of metals is clipt

and a1Iayed, and its LUBRICIIM is catched. Conceive not of this fixal

ion, to be as whex iron, is hard.ened to steel, and then reduced to a
softness as tin is of; this is called onJ.y a close hardness; which

keeps the body i.ra a na-lIeableness, and keeps it so close together, t l
the fi.re above gror.rnd cannot hurt it, alJ. hardness above gror.md may i
noll if ied in fire, but not the other; because it holds alJ. f iery triz
therefore as the hardrress made above ground hardens bodies in the wa-
so on the other side, the water, wh5-eh is in rnetall ine bodies must br
taken out, then it congeals. [he subterranean air hardens the earth
earth rerirai.ns earth, and turns not jnto stone, and the same keeps th,
water from nrnning togetherr or congealing; keeping it from turning
to pearls and precious stones, and such rnay be made of that water.

So get the interrea1 fire out of metals, though it be rnost high ski
how ever it is feasable, and for:nd. in its pIace, .where I write of th
like, ln a lnore anple manner. I give a hint of it in this plaeer &s
niners ought to do, of whose exprressions I borrow oow; the rest whic
wholly ertracts this fi-re, which lyes between the PRoJEC1, leaving
nothir.g behind, that is, where the LUBRICIIM and volatile is together
leaves itr produces itr and excerns it. The Mansfieldian-slate, malr
it appear' that its volati le is gone, and it LUBRICUM also, where it
inpurity is yet between the PROJECT, and is not a fair pure work, bu
a coupound one.
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CHAPTER VII.

OF TI{E ASCn{SION AI{D DESCENSION OF METAIS.

fhis new kind of manner of speaking and writing of metals is caused
by experience, for the first peqpetual ingression of the Fereh encrea-

ses and strengthens at first in the OFFICINA and I/IATRIX, the IWERCURY
0F BODIES' bringing it on to its perfect and full strength, being made
wholly effectual and. potent, then it begins by d.egrees to cloathe it-
self with a bod.y t ?t f irst he attracts and receives the meanest, whieh
he puts off again in the first p1ace, whi.ch is done the easier; for
no body among then is sooner put off. For the body of SATITRN is so
thin' that it appears to the eye like as a fair body does through lawn
or tiffeny; its spirituality appears through its body, its spiritual
body is the netal of Mercurlr, or as I should rather ealJ- it, i ts pro-

P€f,r ne€lrr artd special body, which work gives a manuduction into many
other fair works; for it makes a ga:ment for SATIIRN out of the sub-
ti lest earth, after he rises higher, puts a harder and better garment
on hin, which is not easily put off as that of SATURNT or at 1east
not with so sma1I a work, which is caused by the wbrk of the MERCURy
of bodies. For the MERCURY of bodies by reason of its f luidrress is
the hottest, as he makes it appear in SAIURNS ascension, putting cinerea.
body on him out of earth, hence is it why SAIIIRN is so full of cind.ers
inclining to a brightness of ashes, and begins to sorrnd. by reason of
the netaI, though it be not very fim, however yet it is at the nert
place for ineorporation; its sound i.s more deaf, is further off from
iron, and nearer r.mto mercurTr by reason of heat. Obserwe now at the
ascend.5.:eg of this netal, it lays near the ashes, cJ.eansed by the Sat-
urnal water, but above ground it turrfs not to be gla-ss out of the
ashesr out of salt or earth waterr or saturreal-waterr oF out of sand.
or stone. But what is that pure subterranean Earth-g1ass, which i.f
it sor:nds breaks notg it is a matter which Nature thnrsts upon a heap
togetherr which if you touch, it soundsr arrd is very clear, of a great
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compactaless, and very firm, in this work it d.oes mingle with ashes

salt water, and turns to a glass of earth, or to a d.ark glassey fir

iron. Nay, tell me, if a metal of Earth-colour, yel, a good sorrnd

netal be di.ssolved to a colour, and is brought into a glass, does i

not look of a eopper-colorrr? Yes tr:trIy.
fherefore iron Eay soon be turned into another thingr which is do:

naturally, where such metal]-ine iron colour is reduced in HIINGARIA

into a LIXIYIIItrI, and is turned into a very good eopper, however it

retains the glassiness, though the colorrr has exicated it some what

through the nercurJr of bodies 3 for the li.quid-ness it has stillr dnr

is nobilitated further to a rnalleableness and fixation, therefore tr

notice of this tincturing matter, which you find prepared by this br
ln this OFFICINA, j.t reduces the iron to copper with abrrndance of
prof i t .

Put these colours away and behold how the nercurJr of bodi.es is pas

through nany white bodi.es, and has still a fair white FULIGO, and tl
very fixed r how finely is it elad in it, and rnakes a fair and pure
body of LIINA, i.nto which he clads hirnself so strongly that it canno-
be taken from thence by burnfug, because if passed seven times thror
the greatest subtetrarlean heat, which d,estroys corruptible bodies,
unless they be closely and eonpactedly incorporated to the mercury
of bodi.ess nothing goes beyond that f ire, neither of the upper, netl
or niddle fi.res. lfherefore behold how neatly Natrrre works and riser
calcining the whole body of LUNA, whieh CALX is nothing else but th,
body of SOL, its tincture and tinging quality it takes from the per,
fection and depth, whieh is in the fire, and can afford it, that eo.
nust keep so long til1 it descends againl there is nothing which ca
master this fire; the descending nay soon be perceived, by this asce:
ing, and the difference of it is this, Ert the ascending it gets the
t inetr : re f l rst ,  before i t  gebs the body, btr t  here i t  losers i t  soon
and this is the reason why descending ores are more perfect, then t
ascendi.ng ones.
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CHAPTER VITI.

OF RESPIRING META],, OR OF QUICKORE.

Because with and by mine-works an obstrtrction is mad.e upon Nature,
whieh is the cause that several metals are gotten, and destinctions
put on them, that danages and losses might be the better avoid,ed., in
the working of them. For as each recei-ved a particular name a4d pro-
perty in or at the workr so in the diggilxg of them, several manuals
are invented for the finding of then and herewrto use was made of the
Rod. Io distinguish netals by colours is a curious skil lr ?s red
gold glass, mine greenr black ore; however their working is not so
exactly heovm that way. That I may lose nothing in or at their mett-
itg, r use this mear:ts; f irst, r must certainly hrow the property of
the ore 

' 
before j.t be beaten out, whi.Ie it is yet und.erground. in its

breathing; for ores and netals breathe onJ-y und,erground,, though they
breathe i-n some sort above, yet the same breathing is very weak, not
going far fron the body; and the rod. also sticks only upon the upper
netals' which is the greatest advantage we have; for f ire causes metals
to breathe into a f1ame, and the fire-crates and pit-diggers cause
only a volatility and elosing compactness, where a threefold d.amage
ensues. First, there flys away, not so much of the metal, but that
also which flys turrrs to be voIati1e, and, in the several meltings of
it' always something goes aniss. Secondly, the remaj.nd.er of it grows
unnallabler which hardly can be helped. fhirdly, elevate4 mj-nerals
are btrrnt to a compactness, which if not done, would. prove very ad.va4-
tagious in the aftervrork, and. chiefl.y they would be very useful in
MEDTCTNA' being naturally prepared. thererrnto, which is the reason why
many in their after-workings labour in vaj.re, taking other improper
nineraLs thereunto. For that SOFFILE VITRIoLIIM GoSLAR, where nei-ther
Silver nor lead grows in that nineral, where it is prepared. highly,
copper may be made of it without any other addition; that vitriol
af fords-an oi l  a lso,  which perfect ly cures the Gout;  i f  a l l  these good
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qualities should be burnt away with the Sj.lver, were it not great dan-

age? [herefore I take such a netal which attracts breath, and when

the unbreathing or adhalation is stronger, then is it a living metal'

because a liveLy quality is in it; for breathing things are alive,

and breathing is compared unto life, such metal like a breath' proves

as a chj.ld, from ten years to ten years, even so this netal grows 
' 

till

it come to its perfect state and body, afterward it gets another name 
'

arrd, consequently there must needs be observed a great dj.fference in

thei.r working, and are asund.er as much as a .live thing differs from

a d,ead. one, which ought to be taken into considerati.on, because this

d,istinctj.on being obsersred, affords a neat and pure work. Hither

belong al.l nirt ores, which at separati.ng are parted. asunder and not

before, (as the useful custom is). As in HUNGARY there is had every-

where gold-silver (ttrat is, in it there is gold.) which in its colour

and pond.erosity is purer has lost nothing, and is sti l l  in its working

quality, and if it had not been interrnrpted, and digged up unseason-
ablyr then that silver would have been turned to pure gold: That silver

may easily be brought to a SOLAR perfeetion, and in itself is it better
to be used for PIGAIVIENT, and is of better use for eementation. fn

like manner the copper at MANSFIET,D is good for it, and proves much
better in the work, then other copper, for it wants but a l itt le, it

had been burrrt quite into silver. Ihe best quality of such copper is
that they are of a deep colorrr, they have not lost that r 4s usual.J.y
ELECIRITMS d.o. But this is to be noted, such ores are of that quality,
that the bigger part of the body hides the lesser part in melting, it
is not seenr rror felt, exeept at the washing and parting, there it is
seen; whiLe it is yet arnong the earth, it is a breathing ore, and is
of zuch a compoundr 3s you heard; you nay confide in it without a
proof, though the cake of it be of silver colour or of a copper colour
lhus is it apparent, how Nature augnents a metalline body, protrrrdj-ng
i.t upward from below, and that which is neathe:most is ttrrtrsted. toward.
that which is upper"nost, in a narnrellous subtile wav; for dead bodies
bring still more to it, malcing it heaver i.n the mercury, then joins
the nourishment also, which are the prepared minerals, affording their
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tinctrrre, like good food., which breed,s good blood; hence HLoREs MrNlATTIIM have their ex5-stence; if you cannot learre their off-spring inthat w4fr there is no other nor better way for it. For this is thetnre tinctr'rre, and' not that nouldy or gross ArBtM or RUBEM so.calleiwhere such highly ningled' ores or transparent viens break, they rnayeryed up for an Er,EcTRuM' but inproperly caI].ed so; for the coror.rsglitters so pr'rreIy therein one among another, like in a cllRysAlrrHEor transparent AMBER.
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CHAPTER IX.

OF E)EIRING META], OR OF DEAD ME[AI,.

Metals have set time as wel]. as a].]. other creatures, they decay and

die when their appointed. ti.me comes, for when Nature has brought the

netalJ.ine body into So1 then by reason it wants nor:rishment, and is

stazwing, then it eomes d.own, gets a stronger exalting, and the attracl

ive breathing ttrrns to an e4piration, an aerial breathj.:eg brings it to

the fires-breath. If the expirapation grows stronger in a rnetal than

its ADSPIMTION is, then it descends by degrees, and d.ecays and then is

caIIed. a dead netal or ore, for sti l l  one erternal body or other deparl

from i.t, at last in one place or other it malres a total EGRESSION with

its bread.th' life, and seed. This breathing is ]arown by the PARTIC-
ULAR ROD of each; this al.so asks a partj-cular place and work, because
great gain is afford,ed both by this and by the livi.:ng one. Consider

it well, a metal, which d.escends from its perfeetion into another body,
it is l ike when a ma.n loses his l iveIy colour, and at l.ast his body,
that is,  i ts  ponderosi ty,  and then the gold turns,  not to a gold5-sh
silver, hrt to an ELECTRIIM, that is, to SOL, which has lost its t in-
cture. Ihi.s is a great piece of proof, to discern such silver-gold
from trtre silver; in i.ts gravity it is found heaver than other silver,
retainj.ng the body, and losing only its colour or tincture.

It is a greater skil l  to restore a tinctr:re to a dead and decayed
colour, and to mnke it f ix. At separating it keeps the quality of
S0l. The like condition is red silver, in which has left its colour,
nalcing an incorporation and r:nion with copper r so that it is quite
dead in its body. To get this silver out of the copper, and. restore
its pecuU.ar colour, is a g-eat skiI l, which nelters are quite ignor-
ant of , belonging neerly to the chlmick Art and its Laboratory,
How nany such FT.ECTRIIMS are bought for silver and eopper? The buyers
thereof have great gain in it. 0f the same and the like cond.ition
are other metals of . Is it not so r all iron ir:r HIINGARY is brittle,
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what is the reason? Because copper is i.rn itt if that be gotten out
in that artificial manner, as it ought, that iron proves so hard, that
no steel is comparable to it; out of that iron are made Turkish swords
(savers) nails, which no weapon or bullet can enter or break; these

nails al.so are not verXr heavy,

Noterthe IUBRICIIM at the descend.ing of Mercurlr, must have room,

from slippery th5.:rgs easily somewhat rnay be gotten sooner than from

hard things; slippery things leave always somewhat behind; the sarne

they do with their tineins bodies, putting them off still sor that in
the ascend.ing in their VOLAIILE they assume the body, and elevate j-t.

Note' if you have any material in hand., and in your after-work you
would heow whether you must keep to the LUBRICUM or VOT,ATILE (these

two must be yorrr help). Then your stuff must be prepared., either the
slippery or volatile way; if you wiJ.l. have a body either ascend. or d.es.
cend' take notice of the flux in the netal; sl ippery ones are more
open than hard ones. When tinctrrres begin to depart, which are a
strengthener to, then the stuff grows more fluid, comes closer together
than jn the quick metal.
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C}IAPTER X.

OF PURE OR FINE IIETAT .

When a metal ,  be i t  in the ascension or descension, is in i ts i

SYSTEMS of constitution, then it rests or endures, t i l I i t comes

another body. I f  you meet wi th such ore,  i t  y ie lds the purest  mr

that nay be had in the worldi our melters call this super-fine.

our suBer-fining, which hitherto was in use, is art impure work it

regard of this; for in the clarifying, if i t nisses but the leas'

grain, then is it not yet ri.ght. Sueh metalsr a's may be easily (

ceived, is pure good and malleable, loses nothing in any work whi

soever; though all netals nay be made super-fine, Yet none can bt

fi.:eer than gold is, which no element is able to touch, to take ar

th5.ng fron it, or to turn it to a GLIMMER (SPELIUM) or cats-silvt

of a glittering quality. SiJ.ver at MARYCHURCH at LORRAYNE is mol

fine than others. Super-fine is called that, when a metal is pu:

and rid of its excrements or dross, which may easily be taken of:

and hind.ers it not in the fining.

In silver nine-works there are often found such natural. proofs

pure and flne ore, that it might speedily be digged and broken,

it nust be melted again by reason of its SPOT,ttMr or reason of st:

colours and flowers it has robbed, yet it easily may be perforner
which serrres afterward an instnrction, how mineral-colours must

obtained r 8s AZUR, CI{RYSOC01,IE, though they stand in the mineral.

such colours love to be in such pure ore but are not so soon ino,

unless it be in the SUDE or coction, in whj.ch the metal is very'
and yields nore natrlrally the mereury of the body, b€ it in the i

s ionr or descension, assumes then another bociy. '  Hence i t  is  app;
how the selne ought to be proceeded withi.:e the artif icial After-w,

out of one body i.:eto another, how the body, in which it is, and
which i t  nust  be had, ought to be prepared, namely,  i t  must be mr
pure and super-fine. It appears in the IIAIIAI.I goId, espeeially



that of WALIACHIA, in which 1t is nost pure; how that mercury of

puts off his body, and the nercury of the body come from the merc

of the netal, puts the gold together into a close body and regulu

and it is seen in the gilding, how finnly and closely it sticks,

ing but a small matter of an augmenting quality, its SPOLIIIM is ol

obstrtrctive thererrnto; it 1s of a transmuting and elevating quali'

i f the other body be awakened also; for a body which is between al

ing and sleeping effects nothing, it must be awakened wholly; if z

the on boil ing of a metalr ?s of that IfAlIAl{ gold, b€ but the lee

irnpurity, that is, a heterogeneal part, it could not be brought tc

conpactness, which is seen in the gilding. Therefore you must gil

an exact attention to learn to rrnderstand what the PRIMA MATERIA c
meta].l ine bodies is, and how their elevation j.s either obstructed

augmented; how homogeneal things are brought to a body. It is app

ent in the mercurXr of metals, how close and eompact it stands toge

in the flux, which flux cannot' be taken from i-t; puri-ty is the rea

or cause of that compactness, being there is no other metal mixed
it; as soon as any metal.l ine body joins with it, then is it d.isjoi:
be it what netal or body it wi1l. Hence it does appear, how metal
are brought to rest from their labour, namely, if they be first pu,
for into pure matter may be brought what is intended for it; which
appears in the nercury of metals, its purity is the cause why it d
not appear to the eV€r but only in its f lux or hardness. The merc'
of rnetal.s is the fl-ux of the mereury of bodies, that is, when wate.
comes to it, or the mercury of metall ick bodies is come i-nto the w
instead of the aj.r, which other"l,rise is in the water; talre it into
sid.eration, what manner of skilJ. is required to get wind or air ou'
of the water, and bring another mercury into that p1ace, if you ge'
the air, which is in the earthr out of that earth, and in its l ieu
you get the mercurlr of netal-line bodies, then you have a mercury Il
c0AGUr,a, endeavour how now you may eoagulate it, but not i.:r the orr
sJTr conmonr and nrJ-garly lorown way. Bring still another tn€rcurJ r
bodies instead. of the Mari.n-water into that water, then you have a
fair pearl take that szme mercury of bodies, reduce it to an earth
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which must be pure, instead of the air then you have a pure jewel
pure as may be had from that, earth i.s in its colourr or you nay r
one to it, whj.ch you please, it is a thing feasabJ.e. rhese and th
Iike pieces are afforded by pr:rity, alJ. which the work of Natrre i
a lead,er r:nto. (Men that cast so many aspersions upon Philosopher
are unworthy and not to be regarded) nor credi.ted, what they can f
against their rare and glorious inventi.ons about the three princip
from whence alJ. these things have their original. lvlake trials of
you wi.1l affirm to be tnre, what I have said.
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CIIAPTER XI.

OF IMPURS I\IEIAIS

llhere is a sor:nd store of metall ine ores, brt few of them are pure 
'

and few there are that break or grow one by the other; fherefore these

nust be separated and spoken of apart; the great work and errpenses

whj.ch their cleansing requi.res from thej-r grossness Iet melters speak

of; separating has been invented., dt which some good things of the

ores do stay, the rest fI-ys away, zuxd their fining i.s useful, espec-

iaIIy when ores or netals are in their ascension, though it be change-

abIe. But to find ELECTRIIMS, and bring then to good by separating,

differs from the former fining, and requires a singular way of melting,
Cunning and subtile Artists may pretend to get silver out of iron,
(I tetieve they D?V, if there be any in it) as they do in Sweden.
0SEMIIND always contains silver, which is onJ.y off driven, and calcine
away the iron, and thus they cheat people: Can they do the l ike with the
i.ron that breaks in STIR,IA? No such matter. Therefore take heed of
sueh eheaters, and take notice that nature loves to keep her own ways
ord.erly, and keeps together two and sometimes three sorts of ores in
their ascension and descension, whereby she intimates a way unto the
After-work, but men in their fancy think upon other means, though to
no purpose.

View all the mines which are in EUROPE, you will find no other ores
but irnpure ones, that is, a mixture of them, for their nature mal<es
themr 2s much as I ever could learn; if you can show me the contrary,
I will assent r:nto your and this is the second argurnent, that metals
are in their 6.scensi.on and descension into perfectness; if each had
its peculiar work and instnrment, then men needed not to take so -nuch
pa5.ns in nelting to separate them. For it is a diff icult work to join
weed.s and stones, because these are heterogeneal, and are of d.ifferi-ng
matters; but the other joining soon together, require special working
to be separated; therefore vi.ew exactly the bodies two manner of ways,
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which is no snall instnrction. First, in what manner you separat

the ashes fron the funes or food, this minister already a two fol

separating of metal, the earth from the tincture, there you have

twofold separating, and so forth.

Second.ly, take notice of the f1ux, to drive the cold fire with

warm, and the wam with the co1d, then you w5.IL be able to separa

the bodies from MERCURIES, then you have already separated the me

without loss and daarage, use thyself exactly to it, and be carefu

obsenring their nanes, not regarding the miners expressions and t

for the nanes they give to ores are false; for there, which build

and dig clefts and passages, have their nam€s of their bodily mat

after the sorts of the minerals, and are distinct therein. But y

nust ca].l them after the sorts of the Seven bodies, and lear:r to

pare then; this work is of greater uti l i ty. Men are at great exp

to get corrosive waters , to get asrrnder the se netals , they do it

by way of nelting and casti.reg, but sueh waters add great poi.son t

workr it is a better way to do it with LIXMIIMS or sharp waters,

are not so poi.sonous, leazn their preparation. There is another

of impure ore, of which I nade mention here and there, which cont

ni.:ee-slacks r Vou may read of in the Chapter of the Cinders, but t

is a difference between the cinder and the slack, for slack are m

corny, Xet that al.so turns at last to cinders. These slacks are

cause of the cold fire, and ci.nders cause the warm fire r or the V

DINES IUEIALL0RIIM; those cold slacks are hardly gotten off from th
netal, because they come fborn the cold flux fire of mercuries a1t

tude; for as the cinder comes from bodi.esi so are these slacks ol
mereurTr; it is seen., when you wilJ. have slacks of other matters t
usual.ly they belong thererrnto; then the mercrrry of bodies is rouz
which by the work is nothing else but a closure and stream; for i
you can eotrveniently get aWay the slacks, tho: you nay perfor:n ar
acconplS.sh somethi.ng else with the fire of mereury, and it is nej
us:tral nor artifical to deal nuch in cold fire i some miners call i
MISPUCIGL, NEDus, ARrs, that latin name they put upon; it is true
i .s very hard hni t  together,  i t  is '  d i f f icul t  to dis i t ,  and to ma!
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ore too good.' and Antinony also is hardly gotten from other rnetaLr
(except from So1) without d.anage; however, with ad.vantage it may'l
d.one curiously, onJ.y you nust be expert in Antinonies quaI5.t5.es.
they belong together and are joinedr 4s [in and aead, WIStrVIUTH or lt
NESIA among or between Iron and. Copper. fhis is a good. d.irection,
is sufficient for such, who hnow what belongs to melting.
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C}I.APTER XII.

OF PERFECT METAIS.

Who could telJ. what gold and sj.lver were, if they were not ]ceowr

in their  perfect ion,  for  when they are perfect ,  i t  appears,  when I

have their colour, their weight, thei-r uralleableness, their f lux z

hardrress; and this perfect metal Nature' has produced compactly ar:IC

purely3 for such perfectr pure, and compact gold is for.md in HUNGI

i.:e the w?r.i.te narble, whieh presently may be broken r 4s also silver

copper;  the di f ference between the perfect  and pure is because mel

are not pure before they are perfect ;  and so there may be a perfec

ore, which is not pure; which defect is found in rnany other rnetals

which come to thej-r perfection as soon as irx any other foreign par

but in their  perfect  pur i ty they are def ect i .ve somet imes. This is
be noted by th is metal ,  a body nust f i rst  be perfectr  or  brought 1

i ts perfect ion,  before i t  can be f ixed, and i t  is  of  great concerr
to lcrow rightly what fixedrress mearrs.

A body which has i ts due t incture,  weight,  and graduat ion,  yet  j

has rnixed other obst:rrctive impurit ies, here comes the work, and r

begins to copulate these two, t i.ncture and gradation brings the me
into a purifyirg; this purifying is fixation; for pure is as much
And note, that the grorrnd of the fi.rst is the body, which is a se(
i.nto that I nust bring the tincture and gradation as well as I car

and take the tincture from SOL, which is a thing feasable; then is
an EI'ECIRIIM, which is a water; for in water it abides, then r takt
its ponderosity for it, and bring it into an oleumr or into a SUil
the body remains sti l l , for in the ascension mercury lays the four
d.ation of the body, 4s an EMBRTON, to it comes ponderosity, which
it formal, then comes LUBRICUM, after that comes the VoLATILE witl
the tinctr:re 

' 
and perfects aJ.J. the rest it has need of to its per:

ion. Why does reason play the fool in despising the ways of natu:
not obsenring her eourse? For behold how wonderfully she brings :
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i-nto copper, turning it into brass, but not f ixed, because it was I

her intent; it is a meer colour whieh all other ores easily embract

but is not f ixed, which colour is easily driven away with wood and

coal. fi.re. Iherefore it is a thing of great concernrnent to ]earn
rightly to larow the bodies; for at dissolutions the property of a 1

metal is laeown, what its t incturer body, salt, artd ponderosity i-s,

especially if exaetly be considered.. the anatomy of all bodies afte:

the Chlrmick w?y, how curiously and properly are they anatomi-zedi w(

eal.I the inmature spirit, a spirit of mercury; the perfect t incturt

we call an AI{II l lAr or Sulphur, the ponderosity is called the sal.t ol

body, for the after-work confirms the same, that that f ixati-on doet

not only hold in the fire, and al-l corosive waters, €specially thi

of SATURN, which is a precious oner rrlore than other Aqua-fortis' br

better in the malleabl-eness without the QUARI; it holds a]-so in tht

cement,  because i t  comes out of  i t .  Therefore i t  is  to be admired,

why men tal.k so strangely of it, when they hrow nothi-ng of it , fron

whence i t  is ,  or  what the cause of  i t  is t  But i t  is  sor the one ht

ing to the tale of the other, and laeow no more then they have from

hear-saying; for they lmow not what to s4V, nor how to help what ti

work aileth, if out of tr.me and disordered; and if any fix and lasi

medicine is to be made, then that metal  is  best,  even as a vegetabj

which is come to i ts matur i - ty.  Ih is process must be observed, e1s<

al-l labour is in vain. For how carr you destroy the body of anythir

that has no bod.y, much less can you have the tincture of it, befort
it comes into the body: a tineture may be gotten from it, but not z
the colours of that t incture; here exactr':,ess must be used, because
is the greatest  ski I I  to do so.

One thing more f nust needs speak of, those that aim meerly with
great and deep longing at riehes should vi.ew Godts mysteries every-
where, if they compare the Scriptu:res rightly, wiJ-l- find €u1 instrnr<
ion, that a spirituality is held forth in earthly thingsr if a metz
be brought out of the earth, and out of its OFFICINA, l ike a man ti
is  set  into another 1i fe,  i t  abides and U-ves without food, is not
dead, but is al ive;  though i t  does not act ,  yet  i t  rests,  and may I
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be awakened.; thus we hope a1so, that in the other eternal. Iife, wht

there is SABBATHIIM & SABBAIH, things will be done in a more glorior

way. God nakes use of us here for his pra5.se, to make use of metal

in that kirxdr it wi].]. not be for our misuse and di.sgracer but rathe

put greater honour upon us, more than ever we put upon metais.
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CHAPTER XIII.

OF IMPERFECT METAI.

The inperfect metal is the wildest arrong all the restr because :

contains all impuri-ties with a confused mirbure.

Usually there is set in a work of rnany pi-eces, whieh no man yet

what they erre, in which you find matter joined, whi-ch are prepare(

and unprepared of rnany bodies. Now if you wilJ- reduce that matte:

and cleanse its netal, then the r.mprepared matter must f i-rst be wi

away, and regard not the matter so much as the metal, which is ye'

tender and yor.rng in it, you must not calcine it, but another fire

belongs to i t .

Shis perfection consists in ni.:ee several pieces, whi-ch must be (

s i ,dered; each must be handled as i t  oughtt  i f  so be, the metal  shi

not suffer any wrong and damage.
First ,  consider,  wel . l ,  whether the ore be in ascension or descer

then you may help its colour and whole body; for that metal, whicl

in its ascension must be aided in its FOLIIjM, but the metal, whicl

is  in i ts descension nust be helped with SPOIIUM, else i t  d ies awi
because it is not perfected in its due place and OFFICINA, and thi
metal is in a forn accordingly. Thus make your proof , and be in :
After-work the more incouragedr

Secondly, vou must talce notice of the flux, that which is f luid

be fried; for if both fluxes should be opened, they would hardly'
congealed again. For to dissolve a new nrrrning mercury of bodies
which PER SE are rr.mning, would prove a meer dust and atom.

Third.ly, you must take notice of the nourishrnent or food, which
I nay say, is not fur'.Iy d.igested, f i.rther the same in its concoct:
else the excrements cannot well be gotten off, which would be the
cause of unrnalleableness.

Fourthly, remember the hardness or fixati-on of it, in what degr
of  ascension or descension i t  is ,  that  you may add thereunto,  and
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fire of its bod.y; for cind.ers require a sort of fire, artd SIILfGINI

requires another kind of fire, and calcination must have a due fir

then your proceedings wil l be right, if you larow the proper condit

of such bodies, else you wrong them, by making it britt ler and fly

off at a second casting.

Fifthly, make a tnre distinction between the two imperfections;

thence this metal has its narne; the one is of the body' the other

of the instrurnent; first, take in hand the instrtrment, and endeavc

to help the body in the preparation, and stay its flux or rrrnning

another, artd you drive the seed (Schwaden); then goes the cuticle

the seed, and the Ferch or 1i fe,

Sixthly, consider that f ire, which nature has, that you do not i

croach or entrench too far upon the bodies; direst and order aLI J
work upon the UREDINES,oT soap, join it with your fire to the inst

ment of the body.

Seventhly, you ought to be instrtrcted welJ. about the ti-ncture of
the ET,ECTRIIMS, that you put not of SOL instead of LUNA, because yo

not experienced enough in the sleeping tincture or colour, which y

are to awaken in the descension, or when in the ascension ycu are

strengthen and keep them. Painters have a terrn in their .professio
which they caJ.J. elevating and shadowing, the same you must apply h
to bodies,  when they are in their  perfect ion;  therefore anatomize
bodies.

Eighthlyl we see flrnmers to ningle their colours with water and
and so calrXr them on, you nust leann a due preparati.on of the wate
to inbibe the colour, which is a metall ine water, whereby you corr
with not destroying the colorrrs, whi.ch you intend to have, if you
make use of any other water besides this, then al.l your labour is
vain; cooJ- with oiJ., then it renains pure, and thus you have much
strengthened the l'OtrIIIM. 4:

lastJ-y, teke notice that the metal be strengthened so r that it l
for no more food. A11 such things belongi.ng thereunto you find. er
by this instnlnent, or not far off from it; or else you may bring
easily therer.rnto; al.l wiJ.l be but imperfect, therefore put your he
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to itr you have natures hal.f work for advantage, with great pity it
has often been beheldr how such noble precious i.nstn:ments have been
consumed in fire, which could have been for several good uses, the
worloen i.n their carelessness not regardi.ng them. .

AJ'I. other metals belong unto this; for very seldome is for.md a whole
perfect metal., whieh should not want one heJ.p or another. He that is
acquainted with these wiJ.J. perfom these works with greater advantage
and more utiIi.ty. For there must be ertant a perfectness, if anfbhing

shell be purged' so that another pure or fixed thing be brought in,
be it the colour or ponderosity.
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CHAPTER XIV.

OF THE SOAP-METAI OR METAT,IT]M UREDINUM

If our upper Elements could not make a metal to be manifest and

apparent to us, who would have r.mdertaken to work any metal. The g:

heat and cold which is wrder the gror.rnd is the cause of the body of

netal, according to the pred.ominancy of that heat and cold which is

in the bod.y. The deeper the heat or cold is in that body, the fair

is its t incture; this is a true saying, but what this heat or cold :

above, and what is attributed to the Planet above, understand.ing mer

must ]orow it.

At first when the Ferch goes forth, and goes along through the eal

with the seed in its f imanental OFFICINE, then i.t comes forth some-

tj.mes r a's far as its breathing may reach before it be infringed or
a].].ayedt it sti11 caries some of the purest metaI, and the superior
elements afford. their virtue for their joi.rni.:rg; for where the elemer
are in conjunction, there they make a body, and force something fror
the FERCH, then i - t  r ises and fal Is,  as i t  fa l - lsr  so i t  lays stJ- l l ,
this is the reason why the corns are so strangely fashioned, they a:
either round or ova1, and so eome to the metal accordingly, and is
found 3 sometimes it fal1s jnto the water, where i.t 'was caught and or
takenr but most of  a l - l  i t  loves to be in the UREDINES, or soap, hen<
got the name.

Soaps are mineral springs, where the metal loves to 1ay, these spl
from below, and these are found sometimes wholly gilded over, and t?
cast upward taps (tops?) of sueh eolour. In this cor:ntry sueh spri-r
are near rivers , 4t the foot of nountains, but in the AI,IVIEN they are
on the top of the soap as j.t were upsid.e downr ol1 theoe sticks the
FERCH which passes by itr of, the ai-r which forces it from it. The
whole business J.ays in the netall i .ne waters as they are dissolved j-r

thei-r salts, thus they easily imbrace the FER.CH, or the metal of the
FERCH and seed which it ca-:ries forth, and that goes for the best Ti
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whj.ch j-s on the soap, being of an iron shot, which iron is of sev(

di f ferent d.egrees, but here in th is place i t  is  not  energet ical ,  i

being obstrrrcted by two parties.
First r the water is an obstnrction r-mto it, for ore must give wi

to water, it is carried away; such soap ore is seld.ome for.rrd. by tl

UREDINES, or in the soap.
Secondly, this SCABES powder or dust is not in i.ts right OFFICII

because it is not in this subteranean air and element, where the

uJ-ar OFFICINA of metal is, and in this manner of cond.i.tion are aI

alJ- the soap-metals in Europe, but in other countri.es where there

noner or very few of these nether metals, if there be found any o-
them in the Darn earth of the highest or uppermost metal, then is :

another matter,  needs not to be related here,  because i t  serr /es n(
our work.  Such metals are the best,  because they lay deepest at

metal r and if you intrench too nigh r.mto them with the fire, then
fIy away with the FERCH, by reason of their transcendent superfi.nt
ness; therefore when this ponderous FERCH and seed j.s grown very 1
in both heats of  h is work,  especial ly in the d.escension, then is:
mightily strengthened, i.n the consuming it gTows more homogeneal
the upper mercuries of the ea:rth and its instrr:ment, therefore it
associ.ate thereunto, and obtains a goi.:rg again, and this is the g:
of ascending and going upward, besides or wi-thout of the OFFICINA
much as is hrown.
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CHAPTER XV.

OF IN}IAIATION OR INBREATHING.

It is a crrri-ous work to build after-clefts and passages, for it

seems a thing to be credited, that in them the breathing have more

their going i-n and out than through the whole earth besi-des, but it

not advisable to take such fetches about, because there is a nearer

way unto it, na.mely, rrnto the netals, as i-f one would go to the we1

and goes al.l the streans down, through and by al.l the spri.ngs, wher

there j-s a nearer way to go the foot-path, the same eondition it ha

with the halations and breathings, because the fr-unes and vapours Ia:

therei.n, and are obstrtrctive rather to the breatlr-ing, then helpfuJ..

Therefore look not mueh upon clefts and passa€es, but rather upon tl

halations or breathings, which keep their stroak throughout the ear'

because the same does not hinder its course r &s men may learn. For
we must hrow that the ores do breathe onJ-y r,mdergrowrd, and these
breathings are orderly and d.j.stinguished. This is a remarkabl-e thir
that ores breathe from below where they are, and this is the differ,
between the halat ion,  vapour,  fumer or breathe, which goes obl ique,
the cross-way, lateral wayr or afar off. Therefore here i-s to be
spoken of that inhalation, when it goes in its own strength, what i-
shows and si.gnifies, the fi.une i-s lent rrnto the metal from the super.
j-our SOT,AR rays, from thence she may have what she wiJ.I, and what sl
has need. of for her sustentation, that brings the nourishment, and.
drives all downward to the netal and. the lower planets, but no fartl
then upon the earth, trut through the Dam earth PER CUTTRA TERRAE, tt
ore or metal receives the j-rehalation, which arises from the work, mi
use of it; for it is manifest that elements camot reach d.eep i:rto
ground' Seeing the halations are invisible, whose being canlot be
seen in themr a mans breath can sooner be discer.:red. and. seen, tharr
the halation nayi which may be ]aeown by a ROTTH,I when a metal works
then.it breathes, whi.ch breath it draws a€ain, and so forth; then
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the Srrn nust come in to he1p, for if the SYSTEM is at a inhalation,

which must be laaown artif icial-ly, there the purest earth, from whence

man j-s takenr 4s some ancient writers do conceive, which earth contains

marry hidden virtues, in the a-fter work of metals. This inhalation

serves chiefly for the purpose as you heard, to draw, swa11ow, anO

take d.own the food into the body, after she has brought it in, but

it is a VISREIENI fVE to keep that fast, which it drank in, and to

that end she prepares in that whole journey from that place where she

received. or borrowed of the Swr., which drives down aJ.J- ponderous things

as we see by aJ.J. such juices and saps whi.ch are driven dovunward; in

this drawing down it has this quality, what saps or juices it takes'

the same sink d.own deeper more and more, and sublimes them the more

highly into its FT,ORES. But this I calJ- FT,0RES, when it cannot subli.ne

any further, and brings it at last to a garment or body of a meta].

He that }oeows these flowers rightly, he has learned something of
Nature, and he that lceows of what they are made, he is come yet fur-

ther; but such fllowers are made naturalJ.y of mean stuff, which works
by a threefold fj-re, aruong which the inhalations fire is not the mean-
est,  but  the chiefest ,  beeause i t  is  the nert  wrto perfeet ion.  But
this breathing is more a fiery aerial heat, then it has of any fire,
because it flarnes without arry kindli.:eg, otherwise it would combure
the nutriment in the OFFICINA, she.eoncea]s rather, keeping things
togetherr and strengthens thern, it expells hr.midities and vaporrs; and
consequently it causes those evi.1 vapours, funes, and breaths, which
poison the whole earth beIow, and are the cause of many d.algerous
d.i.seases r a.s has been hrovsn.
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CITAPTER XVI.

OF E)fiALATIONS OR OT,1I BREATHING.

Seeing, stirring, and moving, nust be continually at the metal-li:r

work as long as the metal attracts, and especially the in-movj-ng or

taking into, hence the next j.:rhalation of the living ore must be st

therefore Natr.rre affords so r that because the halations can come no
firther in the netal, because metal is the end of the work r.mdergro

that then the extralations must draw on, and rmrst turn into the meta
the rettrrn of that metals breathing from below into a trtre natr-:ral
breathj.ng of metals groweth so strong, that it kindles, yet without
a light or flane r but glows without a flarne or 15-ght, and purges th
which is to be purged in the work, not on]-y in the work in the OFFI
but in the whole matter, t iI l  she heaves and protrtrdes the pure ato
of the earth, wirich the Sun gloriously dissolves again into juices;
for the atoms are the flowers of the Tenrene-salt, she cannot indr-r
them, neither are they useful in the earth, but must be dissolved. a
in the upper air; but this exhalation, though it be always about th
metal, Vet is it apparent in its ROTTEN or RUBEDA; what the ore doq
then the breathing seizes on the ROITON or RUBEDA, and. kindles them
then is the meta-l in its d.ecay or d.ecrease, and is a clead. meta1, an
most of the fire goes forth, which kind].es this RED, and the cold s
by the nether metal, which grows predominant, henee we see what URE
are able to do , when they are predominant; in metals, then the cold
gets the upper hand, and d.isgraces the ore, bringing it as low as
leadi but if heat get the upper hand, then the metal grows higher a
higher, and more live1y. This is the d.ifference between the heat o
fires 

' 
which is caIled IIREDINES, the vehiele of heat i.s-the instn'n

or roatter which affords the place of it. For ITREDINES are the caus
of something, ilut fire destroys it, and the IIREDINES may be without
the fire and above the fire. Ihe most ancj.ent philosophers, call i
OATESTES and ri\Fm,NAr,Es vBEs; for it is apparent in gold , that fir
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cannot prevail against it, but only against the flux of it, and cary
eonsume it 

' 
and the Mereurar cannot hurt neither, only he brings hari

ness into it, which is good., but to what purpose? For he is not tur
to any silver; both these breathings, upper and nether, in and out-
breathing comes aJ.J- to one, and is not only its quality to show and
heown the netal and ore, brrt passes through the earth also , to keep
them from turning into stones, to stay and keep thern porous one upon
another, and to make pure; for it purges the earthr €LS the SOLAR bre
ing above d.oes the air and as the same breathi.ng above brings and,
causes wind', mist, rainr hoar frost, snow, even so the subterranean
breathings causes vapours, fu^mes, breaths, saps, minerals, soaps,
etc., and brings forth gold out of their seed.

He that understands these nether, upper, and other metors, he may
make all rnanner of quick After-works, for Art tread.s in the foot-ste
of Nature.
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CHAPTER )fi/If.

0F coRUscATIoN, 0R 0F A.DH,AL,l$r0Ns, 0R T0 BREATHING
OR GIITTERING.

Miners seeing this breathing, ascend by night like a flame' they

count that only a breathing and none else, which PER SE i-s not a true

breathing but onl.y a CORUSCAIION, for it burns away the excrements,

not wholly, only such things that are naught and poisonousr purges

the air from the sarne stink; for where should the cuticle of the seed

get out, if it should not be carri-ed forth, partly by this fla.me of

fire, and partly by the water? For this stink weakens the ore mightily,

especi.ally it spoils its colour, whereas it may easily be burned or

washed away, before it grows to such a stink, be it in FOSSIIS or
liquors. Thj.s breathing or glisteri.ng strengthens the cinders, it
touches then not i.:e a way of heat, but in a way of fi.re, and i-s not
an upbo5.Iing, tnrt a burning into .

Seeing this stuff wtr-lch this corruscation seizes oor is for,md often
in a place where no metals are, therefore is it very deeeitful, how-
ever conmonly and for the most part of a neta].].ine breath. For note
the netal never affords or casts any flamer.neither does it consume
in burrefugr but flys away and vanishes, Vou cannot laeow which way it
is gone; therefore these EXIIVIE SPERNAIUSi'or husks of the seed., is
a greater infeetionrand. plainer evidence, that there is a.rr ore at
hand.; because j.t nakes nany glorious thi.ngs apparent, which the fire
seizes orlr it nust not quite be nelted fbon, its outgoing sign that
it does no good by the metals, neither can it stay with it, 1mless it
sti.ck close. Here you may obserrre againr'that she d.oes not good" to
metals' lnrt a warnth that does not eome from fire. As a natural heat
i.s in man without fire; for where are the coals which Nature uses for
ores' Yet is it hot? Where is there any better blast to make things
congeal? A cold. without frost is another matterr 4s it appears in
Pearls. I call it IIREDINEST 8s a wanrnth without heatr V€4, this heat
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and fhost causes a food, unto flre r' it cannot jndr.re it anlrwhere a
it r' therefore if you bring a uretal i:eto its heat and coId., then y
have already a ground, for the Afterwork: You have littIe leanreing
skiLl, if you d.o not lmow so much.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

OF FOLII]M AI\D SPOIIUM OR OF THE SCHIMMER AND

GtrIMMER.

The second or other thing which apparently shows and distingi,tisht

netals, is the colour. The condi.t ion of colour is this r that they

are not so dj.scerreable, bV reason of thejr d.arliceess, in which they

natural.J.y arer'they are elevated and brought to a FOLIUIvlr or are e:

alted through a FOIIUM' ?s an obscure and r.mtranspaxent FOIIUM doel

the sarne in a LUCIDUM & TRAI{SI,UCIDIIM CORPUS, the sarne nust a trans-

parent FOLIII-M do in a thick bodyi'as metals are an EPACIIM CORPUS, I

ing like the moon with a borrowed light into the body, and the FOL-
gives it forth out of that body.

Such a FOLIIIM or glitter may be made artifical.J.y, but Nature shor
that it nay be had from a VOLATILE; though it be tnre, that that V(
AIILE may not be bad.r' unless in its seed and body; Yet it is soon
ertant with the body, for he that lcrows not the cond.iti.on of the F(
IIIM' he can neither in the flux nor congealation bring any ore or x
into its true tincture: The condition of this FOLIIIM is, that it i.s
thin as any J.eaf in the. world. can be, of these leaves is composed €
netal.J.ine bod.y.

Counterfeit Cheni.sts busie themselves verXr much with their STRAII
SUPERSTRATIIIUS, but here it is natr.rral.J.y thinner than beaten go1d., z
this is called OPACA PERSPIA{ITA, an in brought teafr rrot gilded ir
or silvered. Here l ies a curious ski1l for t ingi.:eg, with this leal
if brought into the gJ.inmer i one lceowledge is the cause of another,
and as it is seen j.n a glowing and glittering splendor.r, that therr
is no E)([IVIE SPERMATIS T' or hrrll of the seed. at hand r- neither nay i.i
be ]oeown in arry FOLIIIM or SPOLIIIM, by its SPECTILUMS or night lights
to prepare that ].eaf and spoJ-iumr' which soon does loosen and free j

self , and this is the chiefest thing; for it goes off wi-th the worr
poison, and comes on alsor' and rmrst settle and rest.
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CHAPTER XIX.

OF FULIGINOUS VAPOURS AND ASHES.

fouching the white soot of metals, whi.ch is a precious ganrnent t

si-J.ver, if only brought into mercuries, wonderful to behold 
' 

that'

corruption of rnetal.s and of the first bodies should afford the hig

and the uppermost turn to be the lowernost, where these soots are

surely there is metal at hand a-lso; but fair and more natural is h

seen, then there is in STIRIA where they make good steel of it. I

WAILACHIA it breaks or is found. near silver, and this is the sures

thing in the netal.J.ine work, as well jn the Naturalr ?s in the Aft

work, which seems most incredj"ble r.rnto the people; and again, that
which is most uncertain proves to be most certain; the reason of i

is, because they larow and uuederstand it not better. Miners have i
their clefts and passa€es things hanging and lying, in which great

natters night be had and for-md, but require great toil, and is a d
gerous work by reason of their poison. Though the halation and br
ing goes along, yet it caries many things with it, which hardly mr
be gotten from i.t, neither does it quit the pain and expenses. Mi:
call the natter after their way i-ndi.screetly and inconsid.erately, r
the greedy Alchenists suppose, that when men speak of the Mercurf ,
bodies, to be the Mercrrrlr of metals; or the salts of bod.ies, to' be
salt like other conmon salt; Ashes of SATURN are seen here neatly,
before they come or go any higher, and, before they do turre into si.
for soon do they imbrace Antirnony; the same the congealed. water or
coagulated SATURN has l ikewise, and is a pure proof to all metals,
and grows d.eep. Then there is a pure wisnuth, whieh is gross, corl-
a congeal,ed water of SATURN, which is fowrrl, also with great gain al
metals, when they are red,uced to their f irst matter, then it ascen(
i:eto a glass metalline work and the ash-work eeases. Chlnnj.sts in (
t ines, and now also made themselves verXr busi.e with their sa1t, to
ma-ice all bodies potable thereby, having red.uced. then first into sa_
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but here is an AIBIIM out of ashes, which ashes afford sa].ts,. which is

but in vain; for ashes are garnents, intinating and pointing at the
thing which is cIad, and the ore cLoathes itsel-f with i.t' when it i.s

coning nezrr the day. The condi.ti.on of P0TABIIIA is otherwise 
' 

they

nust be brought into potableness, and is d,one in a clean contrary way

then they go to work with. But these are senred. welJ. enoughr that
go for nothing but for gold., Nature gives to zuch these ganments; it
gives the slip before men are aware ofr' I mean the body, therefore

look well into bod,ies.
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CHAPTER XX.

OF SCOBES AI{D METAIJINE WATER, OF THE SCHLICH AI\D

LYE (LrXrVrUM) .

Nature in her work must sti1l have an increase and decreaser so

things are coming, and others are going; and as above gror-md at t

melting, and at the hammer metals d-o lose somewhat, so is it unde

ground. But how these subterranean decreases are discerned, whic

like crturbs of bread should be preserved. Nature being provident

keeps thern together also, bringing them into the day l ight, that

night be brought to good, and that metal is lsxown also to be unde

that ground by the SCOBES or 4L,l(4I,I which it excerns, namely, the

rocks,  stones, f l ints,  which sucked Nature dry in her work,  these

the OFFAIS or empty of  metals,  and i f  some good ore be in i t ,  the
that may well be called SCHT,ICH or slid.ing, because it sl id-es awa
from the work,  i t  s teals away, where such sl id ing is,  take not ice
it '  for it breaks off from the matter in the 0FFICINA, wherein me
are in their work, and perforrn their office, and that SCHIICH or
ing is a sure sigrr that rnetals are in that place. So the LIXIVIU
alsor or metall ine water, is a sure fore-runner of metals, and it
dissolves sti1J- in the work, and loosens somewhat from the metals

in whlchlthere is a SCHINDE and virtue; for as I have said, when
made mentj.on of minerals, where there are FOSSILIA MINERALIA, the

is sure a nine work.

And where such minerals are, they soon di-ssolve into a water or
IIXIVIIIM; and this is the d.ifference between the water and the tI
IVIUM; water affords only the mineral, and the metals allow the f
thereunto, ouf of these cones a LIXIVIIIM; the effect cf this wate
and TIXMIIIIII is well loeovrn, for they carry in a hidden way flower
tinctures of ores" The cement or IIXIVIIIM at SCITRUETNIIZ in Hr.rng
corrodes iron into a schlich or sliding; and if that iron sliding
taken aga5.n out of the dray, and is cast, then is it good Mercury
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There are more of such LIXMiIMS, but regard. them not, that water e

is a sign of a very pure mineral; for let us consi-der the water at

GOSIAR, does it not yield pure white and red vitriol? And in sever

other places there is found good copper,  s i lver,  and lead; out of

these waters may be had agaj,n ninerals, as you please or intend to

have then, wi-thout any great pains-taking. For if a mineral is ex-

sicated., then it has no more the strength to rtm forth' but grows

tough, and is dried up sink5ng into the ground.

There are waters in IIUNGARY, favouring of sulphur and alr,un' whicl

afford.s store of gold and copper; alluminous water in MISNIA affori

silver and copper; the waters in B0HEMIA which taste of saliter or

i-ron, afford. several sorts of metal, except gold. The Mines j-n STl

have their special metall ine waters and II)GVIIIMS, besides other el

cellent mine-works, i.nsomuch that the whole mi-nes are of meer steeL

copper, gold, si. lver, qui.cksilver, and other things mens hearts ma3
wish for. The salt waters at FRANKENHOUSE, do they not signify tha
there are curi-ous mine-works there? Which if the inhabitant took
more noti.ce of, and were more larown, what gains could they not make
of them? Ihe more these waters are running, the better they serve
for many usesr if they are standing, it is a sign that there are ev
and bad minerals at hand? And that there are side, matters, and mi
erals that were gone and left behind in abr.md€ulce, of sediments ani
fumes, take heed of  these.
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CITAPTER X)Cf .

OF T}IE SCORIA A}ID E)RIVIIJM, OF T}IE SEED AI\D

HIIII, OF THE SEED.

The utmost, and last decrease, and dininution of netals is a ci

which is very good and harmless. I mean that ci-nder which metals

off by their soaps. For the EXIIVIIIM or husk which the corruscati

or by-breathi.ng leaves behind, and is lj-ke r.mto a cinder, is anot

sort of cinder, l ike unto that which comes from the forges of smi

and nel ters;  for  besides that they weigh their  bodiese they clean

then also, though the lye d.oes purge the minerals and colours, y€'

themselves also do purger a's is seen by the cinders which ev€r$ mr

leaves behind in the fire, which however are not l ike r.mto this.

this cinder j-t is seen also, that there are metals at hand; for t l

cinders of minerals, whj.ch the corruscation causes, are palpable,

heown, artd visable; r-mderstanding miners lanow the same; there is i

metalJ-ine cinder among slacks, but not larown, which is the reason

slacks are so br i t t le,  e lse they woul-d be mal leabler or else they

be cast compact; some have undertaken that work, but they could n(
get of f  these ci .nders.

f ouching the SCHREADEN or Husks, these do fairly imitate the de1
of the seed, and of the work of a].l bodies; for when the hu]-l- ceas
to workr and has no more food, neither of the rnineralsr rlor of thr
bodies, and now the F0T,ruM is gone into spolium, then it is at seI
itg, and breaks the band of the leaf and seed, which is called THI
SCHMADEIY or Husk, it is an ertream poison, it destroys all that I j
especially breathing things; for it is its intent to return thithe
again; therefore to what place soever it comes, finding things thz
mov: and st i r ,  the same i t  d,estroys,  and i tsel f  a lso;  and at  1ast,
it returrrs to the OFFICINEA of the seed., helps to glue on and imbj
and turns to be a band again. where such poison is, be sure that
there was siLver and netal there, but never in that place, where j

went forth, artd is turned into another thing; for after the decay
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each bod,y' and of its leaf , and after the gil-plucking a singular
the last it makes is the fiercest; for there it lays like a SPECU
upon the water, and easily turns into nourishrnents, which is the
son why it turrrs so soon to the netals, and so the nourj.shnents a
infected contrarXr to their quality, that it wanders so up and dow
is the reasonr beeause it contains some of the seed and of the li.
and is the untowardness; for the seed, must have something in whic.
it may Iay, which if it be not one of the bodies of the seven meti
then is it such a poison or Husk; this is the skin wherei-n it con'
itself' so long tiIl the corruscation forces it away, which then j
death unto i,t.
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CHAPIER X)GI.

0F THE SHINING RoD, 0R TIIE FIRE RoD

He that i.ntends to nedd1e with rods, must not follow after his ov\
fancyr rlor bring i:r noveli.ties wrto mine-works out of his suppositi
For nature indures not to be curbed in her ord.er, but men must be r
ulated. accord,ing to nature. Concerning the rod, good. noti.ce must b
talcen of the breathing, and this IUCD{S VIRGUI"AT or fire-rod is ord
ed upon the operative and attractive breathing; for if it were stro
though it d.oes not kindJ.e, Vet it does its offi"ce, through and by a
heat approprj.ated to its quality. A great heat in a furnace put ou
smalI heat 

' 
light r or fi.re, the sErme effect has this breathing upon

rod, which being kindled and stuck in, is put out, no upper air can
htrrt it r for our upper fire ca:rnot live or burn r.rrdergrowrd., for if
l ight or cand.Ie, be hit against a stone or earth, it is put out, be.
cause it cannot fall in, It attracts the nutriment, whi-ch makes thr
rod burre, and sucks it dr1r. fhis is remarkable in the matter of th.
rod, that it has an rrnctuosity whi.ch does not burnr 8s the seed. husl
is, whose poison put out lights r.md,er gror.nd. in an erbraord.inary mar
futd the breathing above grorued d.oes the srme in a peculiar manner.
Few miners lorow this fire, and, is the only means whereby the inhala:
ions is htown. This fire work, thus ertracted., is of special use ir
the nines, and then in the after-work is of several uses for metaLs
of the' whj"ch more in its due placer to d.escry by fire is no me€rr sk:
and the subtetrElxean fire can in no other way be mastered.. Ancient
Philosophers have written much of it; how superior elements nake thr
juneture 

'rrith the nether, intimating also that by the means of the
mid'dIe, elenents must be leained the enerry of the superior and sub.
terzanean. For they are spirits whieh join the souls above the gros
bodies below, else nothing could have arry success within the earth,
and' for their operation there must be a ned.ir.ur, a gluten to tie and.
bind fire with fire, is a strange maxim, but is a trtre orle; hence cc
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a reserrre of fj.re, which never burns; all three must be together; t
the upper is the light fire, ?nd the metal is flane-fire, and the
nether is the burning fire.

This we shalI larow on the great day in the other life, where God.
will separate the burning from the fIane, when it flames; tiren wiJ.l
the burrring consume he1l, and he11 wiJ.l soon be burreed away, neithe
will there be any clearness, but darlaeess, because God bestows the
light upon his chosen ones, which is neither a flame nor a burning;
here these nust stand together. Be acquainted with its friendlines
and friendship, make it thy advantage, which is abstnrsely hid, and
goes invisibly,
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cHAPTm )CClf I.

OF T}IE GIOWING ROD

Because the stirring of the rod is fallen into abuse among many
people i however it is a fi.mdamental way to h:ow and to bring forth
the metalsr if duly and natura].]-y used. It is an undeniable truth,
as I nade mention of it before, that metals do breathe, and the sEJn,
breathing is invisible; the best means to J-eacr'r it is the rod, this
is the reason why I call this rod the glowing rod, because it revea
and shows the exhalations of metals, which extralation is a fiery hei
though it catches neither flane nor sparks, yet it is of such an hei
that it glows in its mannert and brings the rod i.nto a glowing, whi,
is an infallible sign that there is a living metal at hand. Thi s rr
if it should be more glowing, wi.thout a fIame, there nubt be specia.
matter which receives that f i.re, else it cannot be done with any ut:
ity. concerrring that rod, it is a stick or staff, o f the length of
Ell l e1lr of hard woodr 3s of oakr unto it is fastened the matter, ev(
as a torch or l ink is made of pitch or wax; this matter must be of r
unctuous matter, either of an ani-rnaI, vegetable or somewhat e1se, wl
is upon or above gror:nd; it must not be too strong, otherwise it sei
the breathing on firei no talk, wax, pitchr or resin, is f it to be
usedr rlor any rnineral, otherwise that breath, mineral or metal woulc
set its food on fire, and consune 5.t; it must be a calx of earth,
which catches that heat suddenlyr' and smothers in a heat as calx d.o<
above ground.' being moistened., it fa11s thus hot off from the rod..
This ljme, bur:et above by breathing, is good. for several uses. But
this breathing d.oes not seize on the r.mctosity or mine-wax; else hol
could the nor.rishment of minerals prosper? Miners call it a SpATH,
a trtre calx of the earth. It is not corroded and seized on undergrc
because i.t has too tmrch hr.rnidity. Some ca].l it a mine MERIvIEI or sul
terrartean MERMAIi but is no such natter, because he d,oes not ind.ure
the weather above gFound., exsic.cated,, and by breathing is kindled al
Iast .
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The huge nor.uetains in NORI{AY; the ores in SI{EDEN, seize on it anl
corrod.e it, they are frrLl. of SPAIH or calx, i.n their glowing they 1
hollow; for if they were in a flane that land had, been eonsumed lor
ago. For as soon as that Earth-water eomes forth from this SPAIH,
and the exsiccating earth comes forth also i' then the hid,d.en' fire fr
into their places.
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C}IAPTER )O(IV.

OF THE I,EAPING ROD.

While al-l netal i.s in its purif i-cation, that it neither rises n

moves, then it has i.ts breathing the sems as it is of a singular

dition, must be dj-scovered and set forth by a singular rod; which

is of two sticks held together with both hands; where there is su

a breathing, it lays close on the rod, no man is able to hold the;

sticks together, if that breathe on themr and if i t were a single

stick, it would break in two, the inner sid.e where this rod is Ia

together must be anoinated with marcasi.te, that breathing d.raws i'

d,ownward., even as the magnet is of an attractive quality, to draw

so draws the breathing of this ore, the narcasite; because the col
j.on and property of the mareasite is to strengthen the breathing t

the pr:rification. There is not a better way of refini.:rg, as to ur

to each metal its particuLar marcasite; there is a two-fold narear

one above the IIREDINES r or upper elemental heat, and the other of

nether, of this marcasite SCHLICH or small dust is put to the poir

of the rod, the metals breathing causes the rod to leap asunder.
At nelti.ng of ores and netals there must be added a double slacl

an upper and a nether, that the metal rnay break the better; the 1l
must be obserrred here at this purifying and refS.ning. The marcas:
because (especially those above, not rrndergror.md) carry soap meta-
artd are pure, help the purifying very nuch; pure ferment put to d(

fertents the seme quickly; the same condition i.s in ores, a smal-I
add.ition will firrther their refining" There is a general complair
that marcasite requires a great d.ea1 of labour, before it can be I
to any goodr'.'rhat is th: reaso.r? The tr"re manual is r,rnlceown, I ci
that a martual, when nature can be assisted with advantage and ski:
Add to any neta-l or ore calcined, which you intend to refine, thal
is f it to be ad.dedr Votr wil l quickly see the effect. I could spei
of  the several  marcasi tes,  of  the several  ores and metals,  but  i t
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need,less for the after-works, I would not wi11ingJ.y have perverse
be acquainted, with these secrets;they have it often in their hand
but they do .not hrow what they have; for what is marcasite of i,ro
Is it not the nagnet? And what is it of goJ.d? Is it not LazuJ?
And so forth of the rest.

Go down into the nine, take this nrle along with you r then you
come out of it Dore wise then you went dovrn; and be thankful for
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CHAPTER XXT.

OF FURCIIIA OR OF TIIE STRIKfNG ROD.

As mans natural breath goes in and out, so is the halation a1so,

and it camj-es all the rest, Mans breath when he drinks wine, smeIIs

not a I i t t1e of  i t ,  or  af ter  any other hard scented food, th is car ie

this breath i.n and out all other scenting breaths out of mans body;

even so do I eompare the halation also, with a natural quick breath,

which carries alJ- the rest, that come in the FERCH and seed.. So ther

i.s no other strieking rod for it, but what is of a years growth, whic)

otherwise is cal led a sommer-Iath,  th is the miners cut  of f  af ter  the

usual  wdy, and so in the name of God they go; i f  i t  s t r ikes in,  then:
it goodt if not, then hi.s rrnlueky hand and misfortr.me is blamed, whicJ

is fallen upon him, and thinks that hi.s hand.y-works are not bJ.essed;
thus out of  a fa lse concei t  men suppose their  own aptness and disposi-
ion, either hinder or further them therein, not considering Gods gift l
artd blessings t and the nost of them do not lceow after what, and at
what '  those rods do str ike,  they wear i t  under their  g i rd ler  or on
thei.r hat-band, keep it in devotj-on, as their superstit ion leads them
into,  to get their  bread according to their  necessi ty;  God has bes-
towed enough on them, if they laeew how to manage their thing judi-ciou-

sJ.y.

There is one thing to be noted also, that the several airs or breati
ings have their several operations, especially upon aerial things.
For astronomers appropriate some trees and fmits to the ai-r. The
upper air has the upper part of the trees and their fruits, the nether
air  posses the root,  n i lks and at t ract  the ju ice they y ie ld,  because
i-t is t ireir alotted part r 4s well as the upper part is al-lotted for
the upper air ,  where i t  ef fects the ju icer leaves, f ru i tsr  zs i t  is
seenr that the blessjng comes from above at f irst, which is palpably
seen in propt twigs, they make the twig and the fnrit twistingly firrn,
and thi.s sap sinks in due ti.ne, whi'ch is drawn up by degrees by a hot
air frorn below, whieh is their-food, their work, matter, and aII aerii
things.
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fherefore i f  you take such a rod, especial ly of  a HazeLr or of  e

ifuay tree, whose sap is fuJ.l, and bears a pleasant and sweet frui 't

i t draws the sa?ne downward, that the rod must sink and strike, it

suck out the juice when the rod stands right on its passage, this

from above into thi.s station, where the rod stands stiI l , t irat pIa

they call the ores station, stand.ing as straight as a Iine.

This rod draws the hal.ati-on naturally after the sap so stron^g1y,
that the rod does bow to the halation, and to that earth, unless

it were so strongly pinned that it could not bow. It does not dre
obliquely, and strikes neither at the upper nor the lower, but at
middle part, which is cal.led the wind, and is good neither for the
one'  nor the other,  nei ther d.oes i t  breathe, thnrst ing together tL
beams' mat ing their  outer r ind,  according as i t  is  e i ther good or
so it hurts-or suits the upper or lower breathing.

This distinction must be welJ. observed, the strearns and ores rur
that way a1so. Hereunto are used the tops of Almond trees; and ol
such fnrit trees as do consist of a mear kernalrand an hard shell;
such sheI lsr  and the ashes of  such trees, and al- l  that  they have,
much aerial and fiery, whj"ch serve best for the metalJ.ine work, arr
the best kindring coals are made of them, and are very right.
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CHAPTER )Qfl/I.

0F VIRGIILA TRIPIDAT{S: 0R 0F THE IIEAVING 0R IRHvIBLING RoD.

The breathings driving the fumes together above artd belowr you mu

conveive, that it requires great skil1 to discern other breathing

from this; the breathi.ngs of the upper elements are jovial, and the

nether breathings are jovial also, the saqe i.s apparent in their wo:

fhe wind also is jupiter, he fr.ues these together, and that breathi:

can hardly be discerned by the rod: this ski11 is often an high stri

this heaving rod d,oes show the way, it must be made of a metall ine

larniner ELS of steel, whi.ch must be thmsted below the dam earth, dt
the end. of that earth these breathings and halations come together,

and the rod st i rs,  quakes, which i t  d.oes not,  tmless at  such a t ime
Ihe rays of the inferior and superior bodies may not be stayed, but
only at the work they d.o stand; for at their breathi.ng they have tht
ascension and descension, are not held. in their l i fes going, unless
by the matter of this rod., there is a lmot on the stick, and it is
hol low l ike a cane; th is matter of  the rod is made of  an ELECTRUM,
drawn from the best thin layers of LUNA ahd SOL, put into a glass hr
which hinders not the breathing, because it wilJ. not be hindred, as
vessel trayr nade above gforued; therefore l-ook how you thrive, if yor
drive it too d.eep, if you take not matter out of the inferior earth
natterr a's has been nentioned before.

The strength you perceived of the stricking rod, if there be arr
aerial halation at hand, you see how that rod quakes, for the inferj
ascends and touches, and the superior d.escends and touches l ikewi-se,
which rouzes as j. i were the FERCH, or l i fe and seed. of the meta1. !
l ike appears in the clouds, how they move to and fro , before any snc
or weather comes, and before the vapours be digested, which ascend.s:
the same process have the halati.ons subterranean, before they ca11
ningle, with the superior halations, they must be plucked. off, amalg
if any of then ascend yet higher, they dissolve either into rain, or
congeal  into snow, dew, and hoar f rost ,  before they part  asuncer.
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CHAPTER )Ofl/II.

OF THE FAI,I,ING ROD , OR OF THE NETHM, ROD.

llhat there is a pecular and vehement movi.ng quality and power in
the breathi.ng and halations upward. and downward, whi.ch may not be
stayed by any opposition, the same is apparent in alJ- vegetables o:
the world. Rain and great thick mists may keep from us the Solar
shi.ne r but nothi.ng can stay this breathing, because it strikes d.irr
through, but it proves weak in its ferti l i ty, it is the fault of i l
mild air; a shot out of a gun, if i t is to go a great way through
air ,  i t  is  cooled. This is the reason why the So1ar beams have nor
that operation under gror.rnd r a's they have above it, and hence also
is i t  that  the metal . l i -ne matter is not so fer t i le,  however they do
what they can' descend to the netal where they rouse a fi-re a1d prr
serve the same. Thus the sunbearns must effect all in a magnificier
and glorious mannerr not only above to preserve with its lustre the
lights of all the stars, but by day also to impart into the world e
nen the daylight. By these bearns it easts into the earth d.ispersec
fire r which is advantageous to the preservation of subterrarrearr thj
they ttrnrst together homogeneal things, and bring metals to a compz
ness, that they may be had pure above gforrnd., they rely arr.d lean or
then; fron henee has the rod its original.. For at some certain ti-n
you see the sr,m draw water (as the rnrJ.gar speech is) so the beams l
that quality, they comfort metars by strikeing d.ownward.. There is
used' a strikeing rod, above at its twist is left a part of the stic
of three thrrnbs length, dt the off-cutting, take out the pith, put
some super-fine SOL into the halation which goes in, pul]s the rod
in,  where the ore j .s.  Ihe reason of  i t  isr .because thc nether brez
5ng of the air is there, and, goes against, draws the breathing , caJ
it down, and the metal within the rod is pulled d.owhward , 4s it wou
join the same with the rest of that bod.y. fhus the breathings an6
halations are copulated; the beam nust conceive on the earth, in wt
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i t  is to operate, it bri.ngs no rain to the earth, but the vapours

the earth whj.ch rise, the same make or cause the raj.n, snow, and h
frost, bri.ng the same to earth, imbibing the stme therewith; the s

operation it has on the subterranean vapours, caused by the breath

of the netals withint in their ascension it makes thern hear4,rr so t

they are able to faI1 into S0L, helping the same in its fertile wo

Having accomplished its ferti l i ty of the work, then such rnetall ine

rain falls also on the metal, makes it ponderous, moves its FERCH
the LUBRICIIM, and draws the rod. down also more vehemently then it
to the strikeing rod which touches not the metalr but merely the b:
ing' which is not yet nobilitated through or by halation. This br
ing night very welJ- be calJ.ed a fbuitful rain, which thus comforte'
refreshes them, it is not a rturning rainr but only a breathing whi-
by the deep glittering SOL is made noble. It i .s not sufficiently
pressed, when ignorant sinple miners usually sev, that the sun in l
i.nfluences works goldr rrot teI11ng the manner of it (as I made men-
but now) themselves may go yet to school and learn their lesson be-
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C}TAPTER )Cfl/III.

OF T}IE SI]PERIOR ROD.

As the planets have not their fixed an certain volution in the

ment, for the which they are calIed erati.c stars, the lesser remt

in their f ixed stati.ons; the netall ine bodys are of the same qua-

for they do not st ick c lose rmto bodies,  but r ise and fa11i  for I

reason I compare them to the carious motions of the stars; above,

body is rolling and voluble, led and tinged by the FERCH and SEEI

which is for the most part of the SIINS conditi.on. Planets with 1

SIIN are of a spec5.a1 agreement IN MOIN AUMINE, and their body mal

said to be LUBRICII"M & volati le.

This rod is appropriated into planets which hang their bodies 1

seeds as long as the great breathing of S0I, holds sti lI, and sufl

hi.mself to be obscr.red,, and he must suffer in giving his l i fe-fir

the earth by rai-n, mist, 
"rrd 

snow, so long tiII he breaks threw t
So the bodj-es al-so are corr:trptible in this upper fire, more than

Iower in their work.

Therefore sueh a rod must be applied which I call an upper rod,

the opposite breathing of the reflected rnetall ine beams which wer

receiving of the Sun, and strengthened agai.n may be returned fron

bottom of the SYSTERIA, be it as high as it wil1.

fhis FITRCO or rod, is a twj.sted tender branch of a Hazel, whieh
that twist on the bulk i.s hollow three fingers length, for its pi
must be out of it, and the mercury of raetals must be put in, the
of three barley corns or grains;this rod stirs the halation from
upwardr this is the condition of this rod, whereby is lmown that
metal is of an infinn body wanting the influence ;f upper planets
being defeetive of the solar heat, and not of that below, a11d is
cause why MERCIIRIES-IUBRICIIM in the rod is stirred, malci-ng it ret
intinating, that it is r.rnfit for his work, and that another body
fitter. Ihe planets with their influences work more on imperfect
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netals, than on perfect ones. For the Sr.m d.oes not put a garment

mercury of the body, but a certain constellati-on d.oes it, the rest
joining in the work, and are for.rnd next to it, except SOL and LUN.A

these neddle not wj.th this rod. Though these also are planets and

belong to a perfect breathirg, and have their parti.cular rod, as c

have theirs, which press toward their several works, they are fitt

for not aiming at the works matter, which makes its principles as

mercury of  metals.

[here must be had a suffi.ci-ent instruction for to lceow it. It i

thus i a metal. is lcrown before j.t casts any crust, and how deep the

ore lays , and how it may be wrought upon, if I would lceow whether

be sufficinency in that ore, the same I learn by the leap of this

if i t be a Saturnal ore, the rod leaps the more, more than the con

ion of  the body of  Saturn is.  For th is rod d.oes not st i r  the body
but that which i.s the most in the body, namely, the mercury of the
body; for it yield.s good store of it, and may put on easily anothe
garmentr and be a mercury of metals, and so forth.

If in that place be Tin and Wismuth, the rod applied leaps not s
quick, but more slow1y than it does where Saturn is; where a Coppe
or f ron ore is,  there the rod moves more sIowIy vet ;  but  th is must
observed' that there is no breathing about metals, unless they be
r-urd.erground; for when they are there, then are they in their works
whether they be increasing or d.ecreasing, they car:not be without b.
ing then; thus sruch of the rods.
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CHAPTER XXIX.

0F RESIING VAPoURS, 0R 0F THEIR SEDIMET{TS.

Mine-works meet with many natural obstructionsr 4s all other wo
things are subject unto. For all things sublrrnary are in subject
unto corrnrptibreness; the saJne happens also r.mto metars; they suf
by their cold or hot f ires, that they quite evaporate and expire.
when their vapours and firrnes grow ponderous, cannot vapour away u'
when such vapours are, niners cannot brook wrderground..

rn a cellar, where new wine, or new beer is on working, that va-
suffers no candle to burn, by reason of the pond.erous KII; or fume
which cannot so soon enter the ground, unless these fumes be exter
in their ponderosity, this sarne matter lyes close, is l ike warm ml
I call i t CARIES, which dj.ffers from an OSLIOCAIII]M, for that is:
the rocks natr:rally, and.dissolves at last into a fire. ihis doer
not sor and keeps sti l l  a dry powder, and is heavier thal mine-asl
which are l ight, arrd dissolve into saIts, which this metal does n<
but abides a constartt sediment, which i.s l ike an unwholesome sti-nl
vapour choaking the ores, turning them into rottenness being obst:
in their driving above and below.

These firmes Erre caused, when there are hard. rocks to which fire
be applied, which causes ill frrnes, which being weakened. in its rj
i ts own in a p1ace, grow pond,erous, and increase.

For evil and poisonous things will soon gather to arr heap. It j
seen in go1d, being dj.ssolved. into water, 1et it stand. a while, ar
the S.mprrre minerals separate fron the essence of go1d. Excrements
of netal are soon brought to that posture; for being brought to a
glowing by a smal1 heat, they cast such a malignant fume , whi.c1 cl
men inttnediately.
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CI{APTER XJO(.

0F WEAIHR-SAII , HALITUS MEIUSUS.

The maLignant breathing, as it is general].y so called.ris a pestilent
salt '  which indangers not only the miners, but hurts the ores also;
for it allayes or makes the breathing fall, which are in the ore,
being thereby obstnrcted in their natural working. The manner of the
setting of these breathings are worthy of being noted.. rt may be
compared' r'mto art eclipse, though the beams which ascend.s keeps its
course, Xet the breathing stays it, and wil-I not 1et it go about that
place; being in that state and. condition, its FERCH and seed. parts;
at last, through its sides or wa1ls it suffers fluid ores to eome in;
thence is the original of such fluid ores, of which there are several
sorts. But this is to be noted,; that weather is called a weather,
because it is not of such c]-ear air, as it is above ground. with us,
sti1I carries sonething with it, which is grosser and hlrtfull r.nto
ma'n more than the air above wi.th us; for men are not command.ed. to
d'well and live r-mdergrorrnds. But if any ones employment lyes that
waYr he must be contented to d.o so r connit his cond.it ion to God AI-
nighty; because he must indrrre, and suck in ilI fume, a44 get mi-ne
diseases.

fhi.s subterranean air grows pond,erous, by reason of the fume a14
water-stoner which stop and, corrnrpt the eross passa€e, then it is carled.
a weather-salt; this is apparent when a burning candle i.s brought in,
these ponderous fr-mes quench it l ike waterr ot last, they choak the
men aIso. Therefore when that is seen and. felt, let miners come out
again, for they can d.o no good, there,
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CHAPTER XX]c.

OF COS I\IETATIICUS, OR STONE-SA],T.

fhe air, bei:rg one piece of pr.rre earth, dt last turns to a stor
There are several sorts of stones, as there are several bodi.es ir
earthr though a1I of then are but an earth. The longer the mattr
lyes r the hard,er and fatter it wi.Il be. Such stones cannot be sl
or heaved unless by fj.re, which seizes on the earth, and consumes
and turns it to a terrene fima.ment, as scales are i.n fishes, anc
in beasts. Ihese also the lord wiJ-l have in his good time with J
Thi"s moved the Ancients to consume their carcases with fire;thou6
f lesh soon comes to rot tennessi  Vet the bones do not consume so s
the fi.re consuDes them being turned to earth ashes.

This salt is hurtful unto netals, taking from them their workir
without it they cannot continue in their life,but must erpire and
because nothing can penetrate it. The di-fference between the Stc
salt and the Stone-meal is this; the sal-t heaves itself, when the
grows to a hardness, which for:ner ly has been a precious stone, ar
the air could penetrate it. But now it begins to turn into an ho
stone, when this meal comes to the height of its ager it turns to
dust.
' Here it is requisite to relate the di.fference between the nethe

and upper stone, whieh partly is obstnrctive, and partly a furthe
to the nine-work; they nay increase r.rnd.erground.r but in the after
no stone is good, because they have no nutrirnent, and therefone m
perish and be famished for want of food..
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CHAPTER P(XT] .

OF THE SUBTERRAI\EA}I POOLS.

There is a most heavy case which befalls clefts, passa€es, and s

ures, called water-pools rmder-ground. For it is a tnrth undeniab

that clefts and passages rrndergrorrnd have their waters, both the d

water and the night-water, if once opened, then are they made pass

which prove the utter ruin of mine-works. Therefore my counsel is

not to make passa€es navigable to come to the ores.  I t  is  just  as
one wourd dig a mans heart out of his body, and he would begin to
at the pulse, and so along aJ.J. the way to the heart, wourd it not
a horrid butchery; there i.s a nearer path to the well, what needs
make far fetches about. Ihere is a twofol-d water underground; the
waterr and the gror.md-water; the d.ay-water is not hurtful r,mto the
strrrctures, but rather heIpful, soaking away many things, and take
away many times fbom the stages the gror.md-water; 1et the ground-wr
be kept out as much as possible may be, for it does nurt, if i t car
pass awayr neither let it spring from below out of its CAfHARACTS,
out the fire also; for both are hr.rrtful to metals, and to all thin
in the world, if they play the masters.
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CHAPTER )O(XIII.

OF ATJRIIM IVIETALLICIJM ;
0F rHE tvtETAr.lINE Gor.D, 0R 0F TIIE IIIETAILTNE BED .

There is another fatness undergrorrnd, where netals grow, nethez

it the hul1 of the seed, nor the stone OIEIIM PEIROLEUIVI or NAPHTA,

is l ike r.mto an UREDA or Mine-soap, It differs mueh from soap; s

not brrrre, because it contains a hidden suIphtlr, not a combustibl

one, but an incombustible ore; this i-s the reason why it does not

in a f1ane, neither does it sei.ze on any other thingr but only on
pure metal, if that should not eontinue with it, the metal could

come nei.ther into ascension nor descension, it consumes first of

in the metaI, even as grease does in the animals. Thi.s fatness i
not far from the ore; when it is predorui.reant it consumes the meta
quite, and evaporates. 0i1 is of that virtue if put on the top o
dr ink,  be i t  what i t  wi l l ,  i t  keeps in i ts strength and coolness,
fatness shuts up the ores body that no breathing can pass. Fatne
has a great affinity with i.ron, and is one of its next kind, of t
which great volurnnes could be written.

In the Cor,rnty of SCHWARIZBUR6, a.t WACIffi,SBERG, there is store o
fatness, Iooks l i-ke quiek-silver and swims and tinctures red, l ik
Bo1e, th is colour is took hold on, and i t  may be ertraeted from i
some cal.l i t a mercurial body or a Tin-g1ass, lead-glass, wismuth
antimony; it sej.zes on aJ.J- those, and when this fatness does not
to a fatness of  such metals,  where the seed is predominantr then i
turns to a volati l i .ty, and to a great robber. This fatness is a I
earth' gli.ttering l ike a salve of red and brown glowingr 4s if i t
qui,ck-silver cr beeten TAtrICr or glass strowed into.

In the rocks of B0HETUIE and TRAI{SYwIAI{IA there is great store
At GOS],AR, artd at SCAIJGM0ARD, even as wuj-cksilver or lead-ores a.
many of them are found here and there.
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CII,APTER )O(X[V.

OF METAI,I,INE STREAMS.

When FERCH and SEED must part from their work by reason of the s

iments, be they what they wil l, and ex;l ire not naturally, then the

ores turrr to stones, which miners cal-l fluxes though they lceow nol

from whence they eame, nothing can be mad.e out of them, they are I

ible or fluid, when melted in fire, but nothing can be brought int

then, because they are not porous, or no air ean get into, which r
them nore noble. It is strange in Nature if any good thing be drj

out  of  the body, i t  wi l l  not  return th i ther;  for  i f  l i fe be gone i
man, the body reeei .ves i t  no more; but these are th ings possible t

God alone. My intent i.s not here to write of miraculous things, t
onJ-y of things natural, I wave the former. It is to be admired tr
the body of dead metals is so fair, whereas other bodies which are
dead consume away to nothing; netals also come into a corruption,
i-n a long time their death is l ike any glass , keeps its eolour, es
ially if i t was of a marcasite, hence are learned the colours of n
casites, for green, b1ue, white fluxes are for,rrd therei.n r 4s metal
f lowers have been, which are generated of  three bodies.
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CHAPIER XX}NT.

0F cREfA, CHALK 0R SToNE MEAI.

We see in this our ai-r, that no fume or wind ascends in vain, i '
d issolves a€ain into one thing or other,  th i ther resort  many meter
the l ike meteors has the earth rrnderground; for the fume which asr
from the f i re halat ion of  the orer or of  the metal ,  and af fords t i
stone-meal (CRETA) whereever it falls or l ights, it grinds more, :
increases abundantly having a dangerous sa1t, whereby it hurts thc
places where metals are,  especial ly when they are in their  ascensj

hindering their eolour. It is apparent in the flat at MAITISFIEf,D,
where it l ies between the spoaks of the ores, and can hardly be gc
from thence' it robs and consumes FOLIUM and SPOLIUM; the stone-me
malces a KIJSS with stone-marow, turning it to a kind of marble, cz
the PERSTONET or DOBIIT, a double stone, and is dark and very firn
i t  str ikes f i re,  bei .ng for  the most part  of  f i re.

Hither belongs the TALKS, but intendj-ng to make mention of them
another place, I  wave them here;  however they also are such a meal
and di f fer  f rom others herein,  because i t  incl ines more to a cold
wherein i t  nel ts l ike snowr a 's the others do, and dissolves sooner
into water than i.nto neal, and this turns sooner to meal than intc
water;  i f  i t  be of  less matter than i t  has of  the stone marrow, th
it affords a fair ice or crystal, called VITRIIM ALE)GNDRIAUMT or IY
ICE' which cannot be nastered in hot f ires, but it melts in cold f
is very hurtful unto metals; in so much, that by reason of it mi.ne
works fal.1 to rrrinr BS happened at STOLBURG.
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CHAPTER XXJO/I.

0F SPIRO, 0R 0F THE BlASf.

[he SPIRO ror blast is an instrunent which brings to right the wee

ther or obstructed air, otherwi.se all would turn to stone, where it

is, and would be at a stand there, if the lower fire should enter i

stead of  the air  and exiccater though i t  d.oes not k indle,  i f  a p5-ec

be beaten off it, then it appears sor and this pieee which flys thu

aside gi.ves to r.mderstand, how it makes the stone , and how nature t

the ore and metal; but jewels and precious stones are from another

off-spring out of sweet waters.

In this i.nstnuent their dwell together flre and air, which take

their power and matter from the ma1igpant weather, where they consu

aJ.J. ponderous matters through fire, inlightni-ng the remaining matte

it has. Make that SPIRE or blast into a ball of copper, and an hea

bigness, solder it bright and light, 1et no air get into it, leave
a smal-J. hole, where a needle may enter, attracting the water, which
purposely must be nade and set for it; there must be had a pan of c
at hand' which must be kindled, and the balJ- laid into it, turning
the l ittJ.e hoJ.e toward the coal-fire, and it wilJ- blow the fire for
ably; whi.ch being done, it grows hot, and makes the water boil in t

balI, which fi.rmes and ca:ri.es it forth with a great f iereeness, blo
on the coal.s strongly, and thus it maintains the fire by breathing
strongly in the manner of a pair of bellows, driven from without; h
several good things are effected, and the eondition of the balJ. is,
that it shows what rnay be done aboveground, with the l iker tro use c
be made of it behi.nd that place, because nature herself has such a
blast +or her fi.re t -r

?0.



CHAPTER XXXVII.

OF PUI,FA, OR OF T}IE BREAI(-STUFF, OR BRITTLE MAITER.

Ihis salt is engendered usually by malignant fume, which the m:
fire should have t and when the stones be very hard, then there mr
be mad'e a fire of wood, where the fume draws to the stone-fire, a
grows thick, and if the furnes of SUCCINI]M, and of other thi-ngs ar
joined' it turns then to such a poi.son, that the ore must be aide
else it perishes, for that f i:me lies on the ore fuliginous I(EBOII
corrode and consume the oro; there a ball must be applied., which
round and holIow, having a hole at a bigness at which a quil may
it nust be so close that no air may either enter or get out, this
nust bE fill-ed with gun powder, cover the same with a cotton-wool,
in salt-peter, then dip it in melted pitch, whi.eh is mj.xed. with s
sulphur, kindle that ball, let it go d.own in a box, or fling it o
STELLN or charnber, when the ball flys aswrd.er, it expells that fu
not only by that smoke, hrt with the blow or report the gun powd.e
makes.

Such a ball may be appl5-ed also to water, b€ sunk in a instrume
wtdervrater, in which noisome fishes are feared., its crack wil1 ki
the fishes that are there, there i.s a paste which gives no report
only hrrns, and. destroys, and heaves this saltr but have a care w
paste you nake use of ,and have a respect to the upper-scaffold.s,
they be ord or new, that they be not j-nbezled., and your paste mus
be mixed, so that it may do no hurt.
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CIIAPTER X)O(VIII.

0F CALTIIRIIM, 0R 0F TtiE BTANK-FrRE.

This fire needs nothing for its food, shines in darlcress , is a s:

ial f ire for mine-workers, quiting the charges, if appliedr rnore tl

the expenses do, bestowed upon TaJ-k or BISMUTH work, for oil in sor
places may be had cheap enough, casts no smoke, d.estroys fi lnes: It

is  put  into a glass baI l ,  which is put into a basket,  to keep i t  s i

from water and sand, which affords a l ight to the worlsren. Miners

ought to lcrow how to enter their gror.md for the metaltine Speculum
which is a singular marrual, for the metalline breathings, and afte:

halations join and eome together; Require aprcial instrrrments wherr
they may be laeown; for where these do join, and the dj-uranal breatl
is predominant, then it exhales by day, shining out of the Earthi

Miners caJ.J. this a metal-l ine breathing: Tnre it is sor but they lez
out something, so it is but hal-f a breathing; if the after breathir
is predominant, then it appears by that SPECUIUM and light wherein
it nakes itself heown. She is in work with someth5.ng, and there is
hand such a metal ,  metals do shine, though i t  does not appear so tc
our eyes, l i .ke as rot ten wood does; by day they are not qui .et ,  4s l
they are working, but there must be reflexi-on of thej.r work, which
is l ight. It casts no beans as the day-light or rotten-wood does,
night it recei.ves one from such a dark duskish shadowed 1ight.

Fair and curi.ous breathings are seen thereinrand that light of de
ness is a l ight you may see by it; he that is distant from it f ive
or six yards sees it not, nor can you either, for it i-s such a l ig?
as j-s in the eyes of cats, dogs, and wolves, whj.ch can spy you, thc
you cannot see them, for there is a light at night as werl as by de
which is apparent in these bodies, which receive their l ight from t
Nocturnal night, for if that power were in themselves they would e;
ulate beemsr which they do not,  and er; ler ience evldences i t ,  that  t
is a subterranearr IGNIS DISPERSUS, a fettered fire.
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This l ight is twofoldr the first l ight, being thus prepared in

balJ.  of  some f ishes or wonns, of  ju ices of  herbs,  and saps of  woc

being disti l led, and the disti l led water being put into i-t. Take
pure crystall ine glass, it casts a curious l ight under-grorrnd, iI

curial water be put into it, it graduates the waters made of wor:r

artd. of woods very highly in this darlaeess, which is ca11ed the U
it nay be d.one and used also by day, but much better i.n subterrar
darhress, in which the fire lays hid, and must be rouzed and awal

by such materi.al- and insfin:mental fires.

Ihe second light is SPECULUM, which receives that l ight, and gi

an intinati-on of such hot or cold fires, which not every clown or

understands! For as it shines in the SPECUIUIU; so kindles this I
and is the ore. In mans body are they discerned weLl enough, frc
whence the diseases have thei.r severaL names r but are not searehe
into. lhe difference between the body and the SPECUIUM is the s€
with that which is above gror.md, I can view all the members of m1
but not my faee, I can behold the l ight, but what the sun of this
light is, which ministers the lustre rrnto it, the same I cannot t
or di-scern.
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CHAPTER ffiJ(IX.

OF THE GI,UTH\ OR MINE-GIUE.

Ihe best help and remedy, which may be applied, to subterranearr

pooIs, are welIs; for where these break forth, they carry that wat

away; a better and nearer is not than the Gluten, to d.am up or kee

out the day water, that they d.o not run emy farther; this danning
great utility; it mnkes the water not only slimy and rough, but dr

it baelflMard., that it be served for some other j.ssue, and be rid ol

in that pIace, where it is naught, and meerly obst:rrcti-ve.
If the d.ay-water be thus stopped by a Gluten, that it cannot run

gather at the sink, the deeper the sinks ulre cleaned, the more the
ground-waters or springs are diverted, and at last are turned also
to day-waters, or may be damned up, and made run another way where
they may not be obstructive to the SCAFFOLDS, and where driving of
nails are not had at the sarne prace, the Gluten may be used, then
seaffold.s and strnrctures in the passages, clefts, and mines may be
the d.ams and gluten a-l:e the best helps hereunto.
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CHAPTER )g,.

OF TRUTA, OR OF A PASIE FOR TO CORRODE

T}IE STONE TI{ROUGH, OR T}IRU CATING.

There is al-most nothing which is a greater hindrance r,mto mine-works

than water is, and where the gluten is not sufficient to keep it out,

and in places where it is shut in, asrd. nnust be drawn away with lower

build.ingsr as with STOLAT or beans and pipes; it is a huge and denger-

ous work, to make these thorow-breathings good and holding; it costs
nany mens lives, and great expenses must be made, therefore ways and

meErns must be thought upon to make ways through with burning, to make

such a fire which comodes the rock, and grinds the stone, cating it
sna11 and thinr that the water may get thrur Errd run away, that the
miners may not lose their lives jn that waterr a's usualJ-y it befal-ts
then at sueh works.

This fire corrodes great stones in nrnning waters or rivers; it is
a corroding fire, a gluten being made, which is l ined or covered with
combustibles, poured or cast down through a channel or pipe, guarded.
from water, that gluten may be effectual, though it be under water
many fathons d.eep, it sti1l corrodes further, gathering strength by
thatr  i t  eatches upon and bares,  and presses st i1 l  d.own, i t  does not
smoke , being a running corrosj-ve fire.

fhere are some saps and gurns, which if boiled to a hardness, and
ningled. with unslaked line, ki.ndJ.es and burns so strongly, that they
coffode the rock, malce an hole into r a's big and as deep as you wil1
have itr so that the water may sink away, there must be set a pipe of
wood or of other materials, as deep as the water rose, and must be set
and sruek to the very bottom, and of this gluten, paite.=or stuff nust
be put into '  1et  the hole of  the pipe be closed, wi th pi tch,  to keep
out the water, make small bullets of this paste, kindle them, it eats
d'own even out at the SfOI,Lr or beams end., the bigness of the hole must
be according to the pipes mouth below, whi.ch must be equally wid.e with
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that above, when the pipe is cleared, and.
out at the hole, then all that water-pool
and clear the chanbers below. fhis is a
through rocks, if well contrived and well

way made for the water t
undergror.md will si.nk aw

crrrious ski1l for to brea
ordered with exact manua
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CHAPIER )GI.

0F rHE TR**'ol*oooilill-TffiArs usED rNsrEAD

It is heor,vn, that breathing, and halation, and the weather upho

aJ-J. both artifical and nafi.ral things; it is apparent in great ed

that the things exposed to weather cannot hold, if nei.ther water:

wind d,ied, the .great reparations in such structures signify so mu

Ihere is a place in ZIPS or SEPUSINM, ealled the TOBESEBAM, whe:
fi:m steel ascend.s by day, and in that place there is no mine of r
no instnrment can get any steel from i"t, but lying in the weather

winter and sunmer, it gets a steel of two fi.ngers thick. Thus it
apparentr that the weather heaves also a stollr or the great beam
metaLline body' why'should it not l i ft and heave a stone. This aI
further at a fal-J.ing down of great snow-balls from mountains aboul
SAtrIZBURG' and. in STY?IA, where great pieces of rocks faJ-J. down wj
such srrow-baIls, as big as an house is, which heat and cold has tl
corroded. and loosened.

IIANNIBAI making the AtrPS passable for his armyr poured warmed vi
gar on the rocks, whereby he mad.e them so britt le, that they soon
could be nrrought thru; oi1 d.oes the like, if well prepared. AcETt
nad.e of vegetables of wine, beer, frtri,ts, are precious for such pr
poses. CISIERN waters may be turned into ACETIIMS, if cocted with
honeyr being mad.e warm first; this dri.ves the fire back, which is
stones, fgr there are cornmon].y HORN-STONES and FIRE-STONES, whj.ch
made brittle by such means. There is made a PETROLEOM alsor so yc
need. no saIIid.-oilr nor any otheri nor ror NAPIILA neither, drawn I
OSTEINMARKT or calci.ned flints, sue:r water-acetuns ,:eing pourel uI
and other frighting waters, whereby the hardened flints are territ
and mad,e brittle. It stands upon natrrral reason, that such stones
must be dealt withal in this manner; for behold the GLUTEIrI and aqu
fort, of what efficacy these are? Does j.t not corrode the pUMICE-

Like bees-wanr, artd. the [EP-stone like a narble of diverse colours.
sider weJ.l the Whit-rnarble and the sliding sand, in which the hmi
you r,'i11 find what manner of li:iviurnrs may be boiled from them.
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CI{APTER XLII.

OF T}IE FROST IN M]NE-WORKS.

fhe greatest troubles that miners are put unto is to pu1I and drz

up the fi l ths and stones that are naught, out of mj-ne-works, that e

way be made to come deeper in. Above gror.md they cal-l i t an heap c

rubbish.  I t  costs no great matter to c leanse, dissolve,  and void
these rubbishes with corosive waters;  i t  costs l i t t le ,  i f  r ight ly

martaged and handled, to dissolve first the l ightest things, these

being made riddance of, the rest may easily be voided. Ihat earth

under gror.md must not be looked upon as that is above with us, ador
with grass,  for  under gror.rnd there is least  of  earth,  there is a mi
ture of  a l l  manner of  th ings,  as sal- ts ,  ju ices ,  minerals ,  stones ,  t
least  part  is  earth,  and yet that  part  is  the noblest ;  for  out  of  i
are made all manner of metalJ-ine bodies; there are sharper things,
of  which must not be used at  onee; and must be ef fected with these,
when that which is above cannot be applied to that which is beneath
ju5-ces also are easy in their  uses for to corrode and make br i t t le.

Sulphur alone perfor:ns the work, whi.ch is a poi-son unto juices an
saps. Miners and such that are employed 'about such works must have
Icrowledge of such things, and exercise themselves herei.n by way of
practi.ce; for aJ.J- particulars belonging to these manual-s-cannot be
down upon white and black; experimental- iarowledge must be joined he
unto, not only a depending from things written.
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CHAPIER )CLIII.

OF TI{E FT,AMING FIRE.

Whereas there i-s occasion for great and sma1l f ires in Mine-wo:

which must be J.earned and applied accordingly, to the several sol

of metals, and not after the manner of their several melti.ngs a.nc

ings r and the condition of such necessarJr fires must be lslown a1s
fo set down these in thei.r particulars would require great pains,

the writ ing thereof would rise to a great volumer it is the duty

und.erstand,ing melters and finers to ord.er and regulate themselves

their f ires, aceording as each metal-l i .ne condition requires, to t
ther and not hinder their works r and so I cornmit these to their f
ther and serious thoughts, and to take these things into a fuller

eonsiderat ion.
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CHAPTER )CLTV.

0F rGNIS IoRRENS, 0R 0F IHE RoAST]NG F]RE.

Things inclining to ashes, and soot, and excrements of metalsr an

the EXUVIUMS or hu11s of bodies melters suppose may be taken and go

off safely j.n a roasting or calcining fire, they make a great f ire

wood und.er then, roastr or calcine the metal, that as they suppose

they retaj.n nothing thereof r or of such offals you heard of now, th

yield their EXUIVIIIM, and copper yields cinders and slacks; but if

fr ightened, then it robs and consumes; iron; therefore nealing is m
cornmendable, as they do at MANSFIET,D , a great heap of ore is laid t
gether,  which they k indle,1et i t  stand in a gent le glowing heat,  a

burre away that which should come off in that glowing. Meta1s in SII
IAI{D are healed thus at the heat of the sun in sunmer, there it rlm
finely together, and purges itself so neatly, i-nsomuch that i.t wouL

be reflned, if i t stand its t ime in that heat, This nealing I do
better approve of than of the ealci-ning in the fire flame. There i
a twofold glowing firerand metals require a twofold glowing or neal
one sort of it is used at MANSFIET,D, they kindle with bundles of st
the heaps of  f lats,  let  them glow of  their  own accord,  and they do
l ike an heap of  coals,  and the ore is nealed, which is put in for  t
purpose. Secondly '  neal ing is good al .so for  bodies of  stones, redu
ing then into ca] xes r but those that made metal-Iine ealxes in a.n en
closi-ng heat r or glowing fire, they got onJ-y the calxes of the bodi
EXUVIUMS. Iherefore neither themselves, nor others have any cau.se
to marvel, if they do no good in that way.
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C}IAPTER XIV.

OF T}IE CORRODING FIRE.

This fi.re ought to be set arnong the coal. f ires, being of a con!

nature, and their corrosiveness is in the cold fire, and it has 1

same qualities which the burni.ng fire has t it shines and burns; j

burrring is corroding; in that it is better than the other, becaus

it does not burre it to ashes, but bring the bodies to a dust or s

whi.ch would. be toi.lsome, if by filings it should be brought to sl

the next neighbour to this fj-re is the gIowi.:eg fi.re, of the whick

will give only a hint.

CHAPTER XLVI.

0F IGNIS CAI{DENS, 0R 0F THE eroWINc FrRE.

This fire is pur?osely ordered upon metal-J-ine bodj-es, it consum
then' being their matter is naturally inclined thererrnto; this fi
is of great concernment, making their bodies very rna11eable, thei
EXIIVilruS stay on the fIoat, and is the best quality they have, th
they put off in that glowi-ng the thing which will be gone, and th
good. thereof remains.

Things now adays are slighted., the world, supposes to have skil1
enough it wants no further lmowled.ge, QUI CAPITA IOT SEI{SUS; €v€r
one thinks his wit best, though some have scaree begr.rr to lc:ow an
these things; which is the reason why men are stitf kept to their
rttdeness. Men may suppose, I mean by this corrosive water an AQU
F0RTI it is no such matter; how many tons of precious AQUA F6RT i
used in vain at GOSIAR and the HARTZ, which would serve for bette:
use' and the expences }.aid. out for wood might have been saved.
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CHAPTER F,Vf I.

0F IGNIS INCUBAI\S, 0R 0F THE LAMP-FrRE.

This fire serves when metals are wrought openly, and not luted

in,  then the metal  does not f ly  away in a dust '  nor does i ts best

rlrn aw"f; for you heard that a flaming fire i.s hurtful, for to wor

metals wi thal .  Lamp-dishes are commonly of  g lass,  set  in a earthe

pan, fi1J-ed with ashes or sand, kept in a sweating, in that sweat

many suppose the metal  receives i ts body, or the one changes into

the other: f leave this transmutation in its worth, and eonnot

approve of  i t .
Touching this warrnth, I cannot disprove nor find fault with it,

and al]. metals indeed should be dealt withal in this manner.

These two fires of ores and the Larnp-fi-re, if they were made use

of i.n medicinal ways, would do better than calcining or f lami.ng fi
can do, where these are of  no use, and the long f i re must order ly
kept in an equal heat, if any good shall- be done. Some kent the
Lanp-fire in a stove-furrrace, where al.l things were spoiled in the
working, . i t  was ei ther too hot or too co1d. I t  was of  no equal

heat,  which the work in the end did show, because i t  was not wel l
governed.
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CHAPTER )g,VIII.

OF THE COLD FIRE.

Ihis is a strange fire, J.itt le can be said. of it to those whicl
canrtot conceive of it, whether it was not taken notice of, or whr
ther they did despair of it I lmow not. This i-s it which eJ.sewhr

is calIed coagulating; it cannot consume the other fj.re; it ca.n r

the work, but to consume it is impossible, it works in the aj-r ar
welL as in the fire, where it shows its efficacy, and is the solr
proof of its subtleness; netal.l ine mercury is of a col.d fusion, z
other fusions are hot;  j f  you bel ieve i t  not ,  feel  i t ;  the f ixat i

of the warm fJ.ux is cal-led coagulation, there the one opposes the
otherS the one congeals, the other keeps i.:r a l iquidness; this di
ence must be lmown by those which are employed about melting of n
al.s, and their f luxes.

It is of concernment, to govern this fire wel1r or how stones E
to be wei.ghed, and things that a.re excessively cold are a death t
a tempered bod.y; what anina].s d.o live either in too cold or too t
a f i re,  and to speak preci .sery of  1 i fe,  i t  is  impossible to do tL
as to speak rea1ly of God. Therefor e gaze not upon d.efinit ions,
what hr.unane reason is able to conceive of Philosophy is strangelX
conditioned, and it appears by this fire a1so, a thing which is
very coldr rDaV contain a l-ife however.

when it is in its highest degree of ascensi-on, then it comes
d.own again, it turres to silver, then to eopper, & etc.
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THE SEC()I{DPART OF BAS I L I US VALEIIT I NUS

CHAPTTR. I.

0F MINES At{D CTIFTS, Ar{D W}tAr IVTANNER 0F

MIDDI,E AI.ID SECOND WORKS ARE IN ORES.

In the first place there l ies a necessity upon every miner, to

lcrow how to search and d.ive into metall ine passages, how they

strike a1ong, and they must be well acquainted wi.th alI- their

occasions and conditions; and if at any place he intends to fal-L
to work, he must hrow how to use the magnet of the compass, where
East, South, West, and North l ies, and learn the ways of this and
that ore, artd where their issue is, and be well informed of the
long and short stroaks of metal.J.ine passa€es, where they draw
together to a metaLline form. fhe forms of meta11i;ee ores are
severalt some camy tal-k flats, atrL ore which contai.ns silver and
leadr others are very britt le, having l itt le of slate and ta1k,
and these as discerreed by their f i-rnness; there are other stones
in which appear copper, and the flowers of ZWI[[ER; there are
others also which have fJ.at FLOATS and Slate-stone, in which is
wrought copper oFe; hence it nay be gathered that by reason of
these several forns, are produced several fruj-ts; and in mines
toward the South better ores ane found., then there are some to-
ward. the West ca11ed after-ores, between whi.ch there is ordered
or placed. a center of Perfection.
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CILAPTER II.

OF GENERA], OPERATIONS OF SEIIffi,AT, I[ETA],S.

The Al:uighty for his eterrral honour and glory has held forth to

nankind innunerable wondrous works, which he as the sole Mediator

and. Creator has set forth in natural things, the sarne he has show-

ed al.so in his onnipotency underground, in the metals and mj-neral-s

of then we may learrrr ?s the twelve Sybils prophesied of the brigh'

tnre, artd only Son of righteousness and tnrth, in which do rest

after the twelve ports and gates of Heaven, and after the twelve

nonths, moveable and rrnmoveable, visible and invisible bodies,
the seven Arch-Ange1s standing before the throne of God; after

these the seven planets,  Sr.m, Moon, Mars,  Jupi ter ,  Venus, Mercury,
Saturn, and the rest of the stars, and the seven metall ine ores in
their  propert ies,  as Gold,  Si lver;  Copper,  I ron,  Tin,  Lead, Mercur l
then Vitriol, Anti-mony, Sulphur, Wismuth, Koboltr or Bras-ore,
A11on, Sa1t, and o ttrer mineral growths.

That the true center may be conprehended and conceived of, God hz
nade the first separation according to his word; the Spirit of the
Lord. moved upon the water, the whole elemental. body of the earth
has been water, tnrt the Spirit of the Lord. ZEBOATH has divid.ed it,
alrd fashioned the earth from the muddiness of the water, ?nd therej
all netalline fnrits that ever were created and generated r.mdergrot
all these were fi-rst water, and nay agai.n be reduced again into
watert all other creatures, by they animals, vegetables, minerals,
all these are produced from the fj.rst water, the several kinds
of beasts,  f i .shes, and sea-monsters,  af ter  the r ,ords spir i t ,  a3d
after the first eternal breathing Essence, which brought for-un
and shaped things tinged and rrnti.:rged, soft and hard, smal1 and
great creatures; after the twelve stones in the breast-plate of
AARON. He created man after his owrr irnage , the holy spirit was
infused into A-DAM, who had a fulness of eternal wisdom, and that
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accord.ing to the ord.er of MET,CHIZEDICK. Afnighty God, who is tire

first and Iast, the fj-rst principle and end of al. l things, has set

his gifts i.nto ti-mes and hours, d.ays and years, which aceording to

his eterrral Decree have their revolutions, he has blest in .his
most holy means ABRAIIAM, ISAAC, JAC0B, AARON' MEICHIZEDICK' and

others he has infinitely blessed, accord.ing to his good wilJ. and

pleasr:re from eternity, putti.ng several periods r.rrto them; and in

his unsearchable decree and wil l he has laid the foundations also

for minerals and metals, a help for supporting men in their necess

ities in this miserable l ife; thus has he meliorated and exalted

the earth in her goodness; men have reason to return hearty thanks

r.mto the creator for it.

God in his graci-ous provid.ence, nert r.mto the lceowledge of him-

self, and of hj-s holy word, can bestow no better gift to man' than

to indue hin with the trtre lceowledge of metals and minerals; Jews

thought themselves wi.se men herein; but as Iitt1e some miners ]ceow

ninerals and metals, as l itt le lcrew the Jqws their Messi.as and God

word. in its trrre sense. fherefore from that blessed and promj-sed

country the heowledge o f precious stones, minerals, and metals are

come to us r €LS by an inheritance, as being the Iast, and are becom

the first, and they the last; but in the end Heavens gate wilJ- be

opened r,rrto them a€ain, i.nternal- and erbernal gifts and means
wilJ. be bestowed. on them, and the tnre use of metals will be none

of the meanest.

Where there are fer t i le stone, be they roeks, f l ints,  pebbles,

marbLes, in their central points is forrnd what they are in their

operat ions.

The several gxrms and resins, the one excelJ-ing the other in
beauty, transparancy, hardness, or l iquidrress, are lceown and dis-
cer':eed by their fragraney and sal-t; miners ought to endeavour
incessantly, and in simplicity, how the nearest way may be chosen
to find. out the mineral-passages and veins, into which God and Nat
ure has Iai-d d.i.reet eollrses.
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CHAPTER III.

0F ${E SToNES , RoCKS,AI{D FLINTS 0F GOLD,

rrs oPER.ATIONS, CONDITION, At{D SIRTKING

couRsEs.

Gold is wrought in its proper rocks and marbles, and in the

purest matri.x of the fj.rnest earth, of a most perfect sa1t, sul-

phur, and mercury, purged from all FECESrand impure spiri.ts' with

the conjr.mction of a natural highly clarified Heaven, of wh5-te'

ye1Iow, and red sulphureous earth, after the fiery nature of SOL'

i.n a deep fixation; insomuch that none of all other metals has

an higher, compacter, and more ponderous body of a goldish matter,

in which there is no hr.uidity; all the elements are equal-ly in it

bor.nd up, which in thej-r r:nity have wrought such a fixed. bod.y,

tinged the same throughout with an everlasti.ng citron colour, with

the deepest tye and uniting of i-ts pure earth, sulphur and mercuryt

and with its Vitriol essence it d.oes a1l, what the sun among the

stars d.oes operate.  Natural ly,  a l l  is  go1d, what c leaves there

r.mto in and at all sides; and it is for.rnd in the best and closest

stones; and passages, and the power of S0I, works meerly upon that

ore, and in its quality is comparable r,mto SOL. This noble gold

stone and ore is sometimes mixed, and on its outside there sticks

some obscure and dark matter, havJ-ng annexed to it some flats and

other spetmatick matter, which detracts from the goodrress of its ovrn
nature; and though the Creator has indued it with great virtues,
yet it hr.mbles itself, and suffers itself to be for:nd i-n d.espi-eable

Mineral-stones, where it loses much of its t incture, as is appar-

ent by the toueh-stone, where the nixture of copper, silver, t in,

and others are seen; alJ. these mi.xed impurit ies can be separated

from it with artif icial manuals, and with l itt le ado it may be
brought into a perfect state.

GoJ-d ores naturally are vrrought thus, that the gold stands in it
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close, compact, f im, and good., which is for.rnd sometimes in the

cross passages. Its f ixedness is found in the d.eepness rrndergrowrd,

where it has its greatest power, and it is for.rnd al-so sometimes

in a speckled jalpis, fulJ- of eyes, and mixed with fl ints in its.

passages, where nany times vitriol flint is fotued abr.rndantly;

which vitriol is the best anong all other sorts of vitriols. Ihe

Hr.mgarian vitriol has the preeedence before all the rest, whi-ch is

sufficiently lceown j-n their proves and examinies, as may be demon-

strated to the €ye.

In its passa€es are for-md sometimes fluxes of several colours,

which are i.:eterelined with gold, artd must be forced with fire,
To that purpose, it is requisite that it be dealt withal with such
fire r &s you heard in the first part, cornmonly ZIRIUERS and ZfRN

stones are such, which must be stamped and beaten, and drawn to a

narrowness and fined.
Gold is wrought also in standing passages, and on leve1 gror,md,

the ores and such passa€es are yellowishr rocky, and of an iron
snot-sand in clefts is it on-grown compactly, and generally it is
found near flint-works, sometimes it is found in a flintr or in a
liver-color.red JAI,PIS, sometimes in whi.te pebbles, that gol-d which
i-s in i t  is  of  a whi te colour,  l ike s i lverr  or  whi te-copper ore,
where it sticks hoary and nrggedr it is found. also in brittle
line-stones, where it stands curled with black specks wrsprinkled ,
is grarrulated, like drops for:nd in the subti.lest firm stones,
spotted with iron meals or spots, and are protruded in fair ye1low
flowers, artd are a black exhalation ttr:nrst out. It is for-rnd also
ire streaked frat-works in pure passages, mixed with a brue Horn-
stone and flat; in flJ.inty glittering passages it is for-md hoary
and compact wrought. There are for:nd also flat marble floats,
wherein in all your clifts is wrought inherent go1d, mixed with
green grit; and iron spotsi sometimes it is found also in square
iron shotsr oF porous marble marcasites; but for the mosb part in
grits, sometimes gold ore is for:nd also compact and fim in black
passagest some gold ores and gold passrges are found al-so to be of
mineraLs and of vitriol, and miners in HiINGARY especially carr dis-
course of it, because go].d. ore is found in that manner in those parts.

gg.



CHAPTR TV.

0F SIIVR ORE, 0F ITS MINE, OPERAIION, C0NDIIION,

Ai\iD STRIKING PASSAGES.

Silver ore is wrought in its own stone, of a perfect nature

and nost noble earth, and of a fixed clear Sulphur, Salt, and

MercurXr, which with a mixtrre does join j.n a fixed and firm r.mit-

fug, and appearing of a degree lower than the goJ-d is, and is the

best metaL next to goJ.d, €urd in the fining of it, i t looses very

litt le' and is separated PER SE, or with other metals joined in

the fj.re r its natural f itted stone causes the silver ore, follow-

ing its heavenly influences, and the nocturnal influences of the

moon. In Northern parts the most silver passa€es are for.rnd.; for

as LIINA bortows her light from S0L, even so the si-J.ver passa€es

€urd si.Lver stones, have at their right side gold passages, and
with that noble Queen LIJNARIA is compared a root, whereby the golr
passages acquire strength, and get the more power in that mixture
and" get their ores from their roots. Ancient Philosophers wrote
strangely of virtues, to be a ferti le yoak-fellow of s01, whi.ch mi
be applied to the upper and nether metall ine work, because nothin{
is so fixed., nerb gold, then silver is in its perfection, and is
aceompanied. with white fluxes and mi.neral veins, nerb thereunto
are such passa€es, in which are generated red Mineral-Sulphur,
and red yellow juices of the noble gold.

Silver netalline ore i.s wrought many tines i-n a red gold.ishness
and comes forth better than the other, a proof whereof may be had.,
if well ord.ered. Mrite go1d. ore is natr;ralJ.y thus tinged of whitr
copper glass r wh5.ch causes such ores and passa.ges, by reason of
the food of their perfect minerals, and with the glass our black
fi:mes are exhaled., and feed. upon wisrnuth, Iead.rand tin ore, wherei
minerals that strike ne€rr upon the }.mar passages, €rre greedily
refreshed; thus growing the fj.mest and compacted. silver ore of i l
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pure, proper, and rrnnixed stone, meliorati-ng the bad places artd

instrr.rments which silver ore has nany remarkable virtues next

unto gold. From the heavenly influence, changing several sorts

of  s i lver stones, descending from the or ig inals of  their  h ighest

finished writy. '

fhey carry and produce al.so r not onJ.y mixed charnbers and mine

clifts, but a1so several hard and sturdy mixed ores in whole Flin'

works , artd other copper-flowers, yellow and black ore, and are

found d.ifferent in their nature, fonn, and tincture, so that the

one is more hard,  sturdy,  s lat ty,  broader,  narrower,  whi ter ,  b lue:

in its colour thus qualif ied and natural in its end, middle, and

beginning. Ihis is the reason why these silver fruits and ores

are forrnd dj.ffering in their colours and forms, the one being mor(

compact,  fa i rer ,  and of  a better glass,  than the other.  Sometimer

there is for.md in such a vein or passage firrn and compact gold,

sj-lver, and copperr so it is forrnd sometimeS at IGENACH.
Ihere are,for.md and seen al-so in a certain vein and passage in

nixed line-stones, 1ead, iron, and copper ore in union and jun-

ctrrre. And i.n one mine is for-md copper ore, in another is for,rnd

silver ore, and in another nine is for.md an iron stone; why shoulc
not such remarkable distinctions be taken notice of, which Nature
from Gods imagination has held forth so gloriously i.rnto miners,
and set these before them to be di.scerned by them.

Some silver passages Erre for.rrd also in their natural ZACHSfONES
which ej-ther are in the hanging or lying ones. silver passages
show themselves also with blue gritty f lowers, holJ-owed fluxes,
irx sprinkling marbles, and cany fl int-works of several colours,
and these passages and clifts are full of pleasant silver colours
of yellow and green, of a colour of GOSTJNGS, the more they are
ningled with such colorrrs, the more they have wrought.

There are some sj.lver passa€es and veins, which carry three
d.istinet colours after the manner of a rain-bow, where the one
colour works in nature either more closelyr or more mild1y than
the other; in a cr:rious order, and the one may be di.scerned befor
other in their passing streaks and shootings, together with their
chanber-colours and floats r 4s they fall severally and apart in'
each nine ors '  
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CHAPTER V.

OF COPPER ORE, OF ITS STONE, OPERATION,

STRIKING PASSAGES.

Copper ore is wrought in its own and proper stone, of good pure

sal.t and over hot burning sulphur, through an heavenly impression

into all i ts parts, t inged red throughoutr n.ot quite freed from a

superfluous hr.un5.dity, in an affinity with i.ron, because copper and

iron are nigh kin one to another, because their dweIli-ngs and

houses are set one by another, and is the reason why the one may

eas5-Iy be transmuted into the other.
This metal.l ine ore is nuch wrought in flat f loat works, which

are green flinty: Many times it appears in a red or brown forrn,

and i-s seen also l ike l i.ne-stone in black and yellow flat-work;
like r.mto coals in green flinty passag€s r in a twofold manner,
either currentr or in a ma.nner of a float: Sometimes it is red
arrd brown, mixed with a green colour, some are of a lazure colour,
some of a copper glass,  f l inty and i ron shotr  or  of  a whi te food.
The copper ere in i ts passage is somet imes r ich of  Gold,  and of
Silver, and i-s accomparried with curious Zach-stones, and inclosed
with passable stones, if so be that other metals and minerals

do not intreanch upon thern, which corrode and consume them. And
copper-ore i.s a flat-work al-so, mixed with foliated earth, and the
mercurial copper is hardly brought out of it at or in a.n ordinary
nelting, afford.s store of iron, and r-rnripe copper-food, which rob
very much the copper in roastfug, and make it r.mmalleable: The
riehest copper-ores are fotrrd in HIINGARY, BOI{EMIA, SILESIA, THUR,
INGIA' HOSSIA, and. VEIGII,ANDIA; the like is forrnd also about TRAN-
EI,IAU, where it breaks everlnuhere in a manner of a float, mixed
with sand orer and where it breaks vehemently in the flat work,
they call that f lat of clifts, they are poor i.n silver, and such
must be roasted or calcined, in some places i t breaks iJ1 a fajr
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blue and brown colour, or it looks ruddy, of a copper glass, sfld

like unto gtceen oaker, and sometimes it is white goIdish, which

is called white copper-orei it grows white at arr effectual mi.xture'

because at its uniting it assumes or takes in much of Silver and

of Lead.: It brealcs also of a yellowish and lazure-like eolour,

green stinted upon floats and moving passages, in l ime and spon-

geous stones.
I t  breaks also of  a bJ.ue colour blue ocherr is copperr  g lassy,

and fI-inty, in great and huge roctcy and marble passages' being

ni.xed with a white marble; they are rieh j.:e silver, i-n green flat

stones whi.ch are clear and britt le, it lays dry and green in clifts

open caves and passages, l ike green frogs insprinkled one on arr-

other , in a strange manner, d.istinct , or parted with strange pleas-

ant colours; which graduated works are losers in half their worth"

in these rocks are strange cl i f ts of  marble,  and of  whi te veins,
ye11ow fl int is insprinkled and mixed. with copper passages, which
yield much silver, have few flowers, are of a ponderous form, break
very fl inty, of a red glass, of a green colour mixed with yellow

f lowers,  these f l ints are jo ined with whi te gold marble,  of  a
green colour,  besi .des the rocky passage.

fhere is forrnd also copper ore whi-ch is ric[ of silver, f l inty,
and not white goldish, is of a white shining gIass, mighty in dry
hol low f lat  mines, some whereof are mixed with i ronr or sorts of
wismuth or f ire-stbnes. At the one hangi.ng of some passages is
wrought the oI{RYsAcoT.lA and copper or€; on the other hanging of
the mine is wrought pure flint, all accordi.ng to the quality and
condi t ion of  the ore.  And i t  is  to be observed.,  seeing that copper
ores are usual-ly nixed wi-th sulphrr, easily rrnite with the nether
metal, and join with their stones, therefore green fl inty copper
ore which carry in the dry lead, slatty passages, a black METBTN
are nineralish, and are not rich in silverr rlor rich in SPECIES,
encompassed with inmature iron artd perfect copper ore, and some
are free of it, i f far separated asunder, from dry mineral f lats,
are richer in gold and sil-ver, accord.ing as the stones take, in
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a good matured orerthey usual ly intreanch upon gold and lead rocl

or ant imonial  ore,  as also upon i ron and si lver stones. There a7

for.md also f l inty passages, that  have their  mi-neral  ju ices or v i l

r iol, and sulphur, some whereof partake of a1lom AIUMEN PIUMOSUM.

[hose commonly have the best and moSt copper passages, which

are least  mingled with other metals r  3s l ime, and tartareous

stones, in which black f loats and f lats do break ,  are inclosed

with green, and are of mild quality; at EISLEBEN and MAIIISFIEID

miners put their  severa} proper names to i t  very exact ly,  accord-

ing unto their nature.

Miners in MISNIA lceow least how to dist inguish these, the upper
part of clay-earth they call PUTREDA, in which the true earth is

a1so, and when they eome to the stones, they cal l  i t  the day-

work,  because they cover al l  the rest ,  and turn qui te to stone"

The third place they come r.mto they cal l  n ight-work,  because i t  i r

easi ly l i f ted and heaved one af ter  another,  and is pure,  then

they come to the cave or hole-work,  whi .ch must be hol lowed and
set,  here are the stones which must be broken, then they come untc
the f lat  ,  ar td below that f lat  they come r.mto the sand-ore,  though
sometimes i t  be ingrown at  the LOCHWERG r or hole-work above the

flat, then they turn unto the dead earth agai-n.
Slat  and r ichest copper ore at  the s i lver breathing lyes also

on the roclcy,  horn-stony combust ib le ores,  which have their  gold
and si lver passages of  your special  k ind,  a lnong which there are
found several forrns how each of them is discernable. In HUNGARY
and CORINIHIA the passages yield copper ores,  which copper i -s ver l

mal leable,  and is a d.earer rate than any is in al l  Europe, as
their  minerals also,  and especial ly the v i t r io l  there is held
to be the best;  as also their  ant inony is counted the best.  That
vitriol has the best and rarest vi-rtues, which is lcrown to true
natural ists,  and exper i  e: tce has proved the saJne to be true. r
speak something now, which if reason and r:nderstanding were arrswer
able,  many expenses, hard work,  and good t ime could be saved, and
i t  comes only f rom hence, because gold breaks so near to i t ,  and
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at the same ores is forrnd, where that earth is impregnated with gr

ish seed, and make use of the same food in many subtile uniti-ngs.
Minerals in their generating qualit ies are better supported among
perfect metals, where they are higher and more effectual, and

are best used. for both such perfect metals, in case nature ie
rightly imitated, the ancient Philosophers have had experience
of , and nade trials of i.t.

There is a renarkable di-fference for.md among minerals, and part-

ly from copper ores; they are mj.nerals and metals, each their
particular nature and being, among which some ores look green,
and bleach at the day, and grow near other metals; but their
stones are most l ike r .mto lead-stones ,  some whereof are grosser,
sof ter  and harder than others,  and some are more obscure,  dark,
muddy, and some are green, and so forth.
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CHAPTM VI.

0F IRoN-oRE, ITS MINE, oPERATIoNS, STOCKS,

FIoATS, AND PASSAGES.

fron-stone and i ron-ore is wrought in i ts mine-stone, according

to the heavenly inf luence of  MARS; for  he is TRINUS MAGNUS, the
great T,ord of war, and an instrument whereby others are forced

atad compelled; of an hard, earthly, impure sulphur, of putrif ied

sal t  and gross mercury,  which three pr incipal  p ieces in their
juncture mix much of  earthl iness,  therefore is i t  a di f f icul t  lab-
our to molJ. i f ie i ron wi th or in the f i rercarying much of  impur i t l
by reason of its sulphur, and above other metals it has a dee'o
red quick spir i t ,  which i f  i t  be taken from MARS, then is the i ror
gone also,  leaving again a putr id.  earthl iness.  I ron is not easi l . .
mj.xed or jo ined with other metalsr  or  r - :n i ted in theu cast ing.
I ron has a threefold part i t ion,  and several  parts in i ts earthy
ore,  namely,  a Magnet,  a quick metal l ine ore,  which has i ts qual-
ity frorn quick mercury, and must hold commrmion affinity with
i ron, must be quiekened and renewed with i ron f i l ings,  in which
he lyes l ike a hedge-hog, and is i-nduced by the sr.m of Nature
with glor ious gi f ts and Adamant ine v i r tues;  at  one place and side
i t  at t racts,  and at  the oths s ide i t  repel les,  which v i r tues
may be augmented and increased in it; i t plainly tpif ies or demor
strates (tite r,mto the Srrn in the heavens) ttre true hour in the
body of the compass, bV water and by land..

secondly,  steel ,  the hardest and purest  most mal leable i ron,
of  i ts  proper l ight  draining place, wherein i t  lyes crose, t ied
*,rd }a:it together, in all i ts parts most compactly, which in al_r
iron works is usually put to the ed.ge and point.

Thirdly,  there comes the common i ron-ore,  ordered together by
i ts earthly sulphur,  which three ministered. good. thoughts to the
f i rst  expert  Natural- i .sts;  that  master of  mine-works TUBAI CAIN,
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who made his three principles in all things, and made his dimen-
sions in the mi-nes in three d, ist inct  parts,  in which such rnetal l in
ore 

' 
he for.md first the iron-stone wrought in several ways, namely

upon standing passages and f loats,  fa l l ings and proper pieces

tinged after the sarne elements and colours of the rain-bow.
Them he considered exact ly i ts f lowers,  according to the condi t ion
of each stone-work,  how and out of  what the i ron stone may most
convenj.ently be melted, and what maruier of instruments may be used
thereunto 

' 
where it may best and most f irmry be wrought; for its

ore af fords a threefold society and wi ldness, which are useful ,
as namely Glass-heads, which are l ike a sharp blood-stone, breaki .nS
in a manner of  a s lnr l l ,  are sealy,  and brown SPISSfA, some whereof
are white thorns, l ike the wood upon which ABRAIIAM purposed to
offer his son rssac. secondry,  the brown-stone, out of  which is
made glass and l ron colour.  Thirdly,  granulate i ron-f i l ings in the
f loat-work,  which is so hard,  that  i t  can scarcely be forced to be
gotten of f ,  or  be brought to r ight ,  and when the i ron-stone is com€
to i ts perfectness, then i t  breaks of f  by piece-meal through the
stone artd rock,  that  there are for , rnd whole mines of  i ron-stones,
such is the i ron ore in STIRIA. Ehe best i ron-stone is black,  or
red-brown, somet i -mes i t  incl i .nes to a yel lowness ,  some is of  a
cherry-brow?1 in the floats and stocks, some are black and sma1l
sPrssrEr sortr€ yel lowish, which gl i t ters anong the rest ,  l ike a
copper stone of  a brown marble,  and of  a fa i r  g lass,  some l i iks
l ike separated f loat-work,  throughout the whole mine, some is
cloddy and hoary in c layish f ie lds,  which only is ca1Ied. the dr iv-
ing,  is  as the sand-stone, most hurt fur-  unto gold,  because i t
af fords most of  the stacks,  and very l i t t l -e of  i ron.  Some st icks
in the gray c1ay, which affords most ma]-leable iron, but is of a
brownish colour.  Ihere breaks also good i ron stone in tar tareous
and l imy mines, and the most running is on the stalding passages,
in crifty sandy DAIK-STONES. The gross elift stones break some
in their  f lats.  I t  usual ly breaks also in the fore and af ter  mine-
works,  where some of i t  l ies of f -washed among the roasts,  l ike a
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brown arch; and on the day there is no ore so conmon as the iron-
stone, because i t  assumes and takes in other ores,  and sets i t
thrur thus of ten i t  changes i ts colour and nature,  af ier  i t  there
j-nsues GIASS-IIEADS, EMASITES , brown stone, OSEMUND, DOLUS , togetr e
wlth the red oaker and i ron shel I ,  a l - l  those assume the nature of
i ronrand the i ron-stone receives the highest metals,  Gold,  Si lver,
/ lnnnan rFi  *vulrPct ' '  r r r r . r  Lead, whereby i t  grows rrntoward, but gold and si lver
are not hurt fu l  r .mto i t ,  they make i t  mal1eab1e; that  which is
mixed with copperr  or  wi th other poor metal  easi ly fa l ls  asunder,
is br i t t le,  of  the same cond. i t ion is i ron-f l int ,  producing out of
many passages an huge f I int ,  part ly porousr l ike unto a black
f lat ,  which besides the i . ron-stone yield"s another grosser or sub-
t i ler  i ron.  By this exchanging TUBAI CAIN, the great and f i rst
mj-ne-master,  d id perceive,  that  the stones have their  act iv i ty,
he looked about,  ar td f inding that the l ime-stones, which contain
iron ore,  are of  such mixtures,  whieh may be burned. to l ime or
calx,  to raise wa1ls wi th themt and lcnow other sorts of  TAypS STON
as also cal-x stones are fit for to be bur:rt, ar:d forrnd them to be
he' l  nfr : ' l  fnr^ Jr i  < mo' l  * i - -l rsJ-PrLtr  rur-  l r+g ! , re4e'r6.  Thus the i ron-stones is associable r .ur to

other stones, b€ they metar l ine,  or  mineral .  At  MUsBAcs there
is copper shot i ron,  which has a lead jo in ing therer.mto;  foqnders
must be expert  to dear-  wi th such ores in their  raert ing,  and mag-
istrates do wisely that  t ra j -n up their  subjects in such ways, for
the good of  the publ ick.  Thus is the i . ron the f i rst  and last  mine
work' a chief metal which many creatures cannot want it, being of
a most necessary use, whereby things within and above the earth
can be forced r  r lo man i .s able to remember al l  the uses i t  may be
employed unto,  for  every day things fal r  out ,  to which there is
need of  the use of  i ron;  i ron easi ly receives a mal leableness in
a t ra-ns:ut ing w?y, cf  w.: ieh some of the ancient phi losophers have
spokeni  our i ron is drawn fbon the magnet,  performs many useful
works in the af f in i ty wi th copper,  whieh i t  i -s near k in untor ?S
also unto the gold and lead, for  thereby are made the most glor_
ious ALCAII, which appear helpful in many things unto other creatu.
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as Poets write of, and attribute many strange qualities by way of
parable unto ironr and if in writ ing all the virtues thereof
should be comprehended, it would rise to a great volume; its stone

have in many Cor.mtries decreased, al. l other metall ine stones are

upon their  decay, only gold,  s i lver,  eopper,  and lead keep their

multiplying condition all the world over.
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CHAPTER VII.

OF LEAD-ORE, ITS M]NE, CONDITION, A}ID STRIKING PASSAGES.

The lead ore is wrought under that  heavenly impressi-ons of  the

black arrd cold SATURN, by an undigested water ish sulphur,  impure

metal  and sal t .  Firstr  g€rr€ral ly there is wrought a br i t t le gi-r t -

ter ing lead-colour in that  ore which is cal led gross arrd last ing

mine-works.  Some lead stones are very broad, because glassy ores

are mixed with i t ,  wi th f l ints or marcasi tes,  part ly they are

glassy,  red goldish,  whi te goldish,  s i lvery,  copper glassy,  anci  o j

copper.  Some lead ore turns to a blue colour,  mixed with a whi te

transparency, l ike unto a shot BUIUS; some is l ike r-mto the stcne-

sal- t  and a1lom; some are of  a dark green, l ike unto green f loats,

which lye gr i t ty in a yel low or glue-coloured clay,  some are of  a

brown blaek, some are yel low red, l ike MII{ IUM, some is pure and

compact ,  some is r . rnspr inkled and moving, some is mixed with i ron,

some with s i lver and leadr sor[€ are mixed with marble and f lowers;

some breaks also upon standing and level  moving passages, and som(

is wrought in pieces here and there in s late-mines, where black

lead l ies along through the whole mine; some is glassy in l ime-
stones, and some i -s very r ich of  s i lver in huge marble passages.

There is a twofold marble;  the s i l -ver passages have a subt i le
l ight ,  and glassy br i t t le marble,  whi-ch looks l ike the glass upon
gold mine-works,  is  of  a cur ious white gl i t ter ing qual i ty.

Lead. ore is wrought several  ways, and the colour of  i - t  changes
after the manner of  the ores,  especj-al ly is the sorts of  g lass
ores.  For i f  SAfURN l ies belowr or is in subject ion unto others,
then the glass h ' rs no power tc. 'b- ' ing SATURN unto SATURN an imperfe
mineral ,  which ei ther is too hardr or else untoward, and the NODUI
of VENUS is a MISPUIGI,  or  a mixture of  lead arrd s i lver,  which is
lar i t ted very hard,  but i f  sof t ,  then i t  is  water lead-glass,  of
the which are found in gold ju ices and t in ores a k ind of  i ron
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glass or i ron mole,  but  is heavi .er  and more br i t t re than i ron-
glass,  by reason of  i ts  terrestr i ty or earthl iness,  which keeps

in the metal- ,  and is nei ther too soft  nor too hard,  and is glassy,

whl te goldish,  red goldish,  and fal ls into the best metal l ine

ores.  True lead-glass and ores af ford hal f  or  the th i rd part  of

lead, mixed with some other metal ,  and i f  one of  the other metals

be fouod in the g1ass, which keeps the predominancy, then lead-

passages are s imply good, and lead is uni ted wi th go1d, and these

are m-ixed stones, for  the stones of  mine-ores are more wonderful

in their  s ingular accidents.

Thus is here the lead also in i ts fa l1,  and bleak, af ter  the

heavenly impressi .on which the highest has so indued, that  i i  is

subject  to other metals,  and is the supreme f iner in the essent ia ' l

f ru i ts of  others.  I t  easi ly mingles natural- ly wi th other metals,
anr l  tho nrrq ' l i t ies of  other ores,  together wi th the leaves, bulkv se**

anA roots into other stones of  earth;  And SATIIRN in his degree

and power is the highest,  in a s ingular div is ion of  a l l  h is works,
in which he shows himsel f  in a c lar i f ied t ra:rsparent soul ,  running
in*a A--Fi-^-"  wi th i ts sweetness, which should meerly imbrace the*41vv .rr t  u4rtrv l lJ

gold;  th is is done sor not wi thout cause; for  in i ts ponderosi- ty
i t  v ie lds the hirrhest rcmed'rr  tn e '1 1 mo"l  annhnl ' r r  end hearrrr  h ' l  nnr lr r4Errvv v 4 vr l rvuJ uv 444 t t lv+qtvI tvIJ 4lg l tvqv J v!uvq a

As heavenly astrals are several ,  the c louds r :nder them are'of
aLl  sorts of  colours i  so the one lead is purer and more mal leable
than others r 3s that in ENGLAND and at VILLACH it is seen in the
lead-stones also.

For lead-ores which are mj-xed with other stones, especial ly wi th
such as contain s i lver,  i ron,  copper,  y ie ld much of  l ight-stones,
and lead-work, whi-ch are picked out for separating, and the rather
if they are ri-ch of gold. Such worthy metals there are in HUNGARY
less pains are taken about them in*their  f in ing.  Mineral  f l ints
with their  r . rnr ipe ju ices in the weak jo in ings of  lead ore uni- te
the SAIURNAI glass; if without any mixture afford.s to POTTERS a
green glazure,  i f  a l l  be not melted into lead; but i f  you get a
br i t t le mixed fr int ,  there the grass is hal t  upon i ron,  and such
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that are most pliable afford melting glass for f ining for such

stardy wi ld ore ,  which wi l l  not  melt .  Art ists may prepare such
Satrrrnal glass mingling with it a sma1l quantity of metal-line

f lower,  which wi l l  lookr ?s fa i r  as i f  i t  were a natural  one.

there may be extracted. from lead an effectual med.icine for 
'mars

heal th.
I f  s late ores are found with another mixture,  there are gener-

ated most f ixed and f i rm copper,  Vi t r io l  and calamy al-sor 2s they

are at GOSSAR in HARLYIIIA. The best lead is in ENGI,AIID and at

VILI,ACH.

Man cannot wel l  be wi thout any of  h is members;  metals,  aecordin

to Gods ordinance are of the same quality, if man lcrew to make
good use of  them, for  Nature has provided r ichly for  h im in ihat

way; if men work these ignorar.tly, what uti l i ty can they have

of them? 0f the metal- l ine soul  is  made a chain,  which l inks to-
gether the j r . r rctures of  gold and si lver;  these are indued with a
special  spir i t ,  which is dist i l led into a water through a t rans-
parent head: Nature congeals r-mdergrormd in the passages such wat
into ice,  for  a s ign,  that  there is at  hand a vein of  lead, and
oi " l  r ran AF a fe44y v!  r  v!  w- '  p l .Lf  € Lead, artd i f  there be a mixture of  other metal

about i t ,  i t  is  the better.
The best l -ead passages are such watersr b1ue, sealy,  ta lky,

s late-stones, and f lu id str icked marbles at  lengthr or car led
insprinkled ones, and not wrapt or wound. about, with moving pass-
ages, almost unl ike r .mto s i lver ores.

some lead ores are of  a whi te,  scaly,  ta lk-s l -ate,  fu11 of  whi- te
garnetsr i -n which lead ore does appear,  which i -s r ich in s i - lver.
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CHAPTER VII I .

OF TIN, ITS ORE, OPERATION, MIST, STOCKS,

FIOATS , FAI,IINGS, AND STRIKING PASSAGES.

Tin ore is wrought in a sand-stone, having i ts inf luence from

Jupiter above, wrought of  a dark brown, purple coloured, grayish,

black shining mercur ia l  sal t ,  and some sulphur mixed with i t ,

inter l ined with an r .mkind gross sulphureous fume, al l  these in-
corporate together,  making up t l re body of  t in;  th is unkind fume
is the cause of  the br i t t l -eness of  t in,  and makes al l  other metals

that are melted with i t  unkind and br i t t le.
This Tin or QUITTER grows or breaks in a threefold manner,  v iz. ,

i t  s l ides,  i t  is  fu l l  of  fumes, and i t  grows in pieces; r i  has a
threeford wi ldness al-sor &s SHOET,,  f l int ,  and i ron-mould which
causes lead-works;  their  colours are black s late,  brown, ano yerro
These sand and QUITTER ores are invironed, or inclosed in ml-ghty
broad standing passages, which appear to the day with QUITTERS;
some contain also r ich paint  work,  some of these f l ints must be
cz. lc ined'  some are mixed with store of  TALK and CAT-SILVER, which
is a food rrnto QUITTER; and loves to stay there,  some there are
which grows in a GI,IMMER or CAT-SILVER, and is iron-mourd.ed,
others also do str ike in a f i re stone or f l int ,  So that f i re must
be appl ied thereunto,  others are in a sof t  stone, and as i t  were
swimmi-ng along. Some are r icher than others.  That which grows
pure, artd in black smal l  stones, and is heaped together that  nat-
ural  work,  that  g ives the greatest  gain.

And because JUPITER is the potent Lord of  i t ,  therefore i t  has
a mighty throne a-nd seat,  that  is ,  a rnlghty huge mine-ore,  out of
which r in is made by heaps, ?s is of  that  nature and property
that i t  presses outward, and blossoms to a day, thrust ing of f
soap-work,  whence come the wash work of  Tin-Soap; for  QUITTER
does not grow in the sand of  earth,  besides in i ts body i t  is
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removed further f rom the seat of  i ts  throne to the foot-stool ,

making for i tsel f  a twofold dominion, in one i t  borders and reache

to s lates and other stones that l ie about i t ;  insomuch that his
dominion increases, in which is not a l i t t le,  but  much, on the

blue stones.

Fa11ings, f loats r  passsges I  shools,  and cl i f ts,  which incl ine

one upon another,  and do jo in,  many t imes a mighty Tin-stone is
wrought, which sinks down among its own cinder and slate, and at

i ts s inking purges i tsel f ,  and there come other fumes l ike c louds,
which at  a l l  s ides shoot into,  and then break5-ng again as good as

ever i t  d id befor€;  and i t  is  of  that  good condi t ion,  that  i t  des-
pises no lodgingr r lor  passes by any, but as poor and as despicable

the stone is in that  p lace, b€ i t  red,  brown, f resh or stale,

broad or sma1l,  i t  wi l l  press into,  and mingle i tsel f  wi th i t ,

making i tsel f  great,  I i t t le,  gross,  n i ld,  tame, subt i le and pl iabl

even as the rest  wi l l -  have i t ,  and al- l  th is in a natural  way; i t

loves to border upon si"Lver and i ron-stones, that  t in and i ron be
united in a mighty fixed silver and copper ore, all which are for.r-r:
at  their  several  marks.  Tin ore is in th is place better and mal l -
eable 

'  
i f  found afar of f  f rom f l int-passages, and are less mingl  e i

wi th i ron-mourd, especi .a l ly  i f  copper stones, whieh in calc in ing
can hardly be separated, proves lead-work,  wi thout any fai r  g lass.

Some of i t  is  so mi ld and soft ,  that  when they are c leared and
calc ined'  st i l l  lose something, for  f l ints and sulphureous matters
which are volat i le,  and cannot indure any great heat,  corrode
somewhat of  the metal l ine Tin,  which appears by the white th ick
fume at  the calc in ing; they are calc ined thus hard by reason of
Bake- i ron, else they might y ie ld as much again;  for  they lose
extremely in calc in ing. r t  is  strange to some, why they shr ink
together to so smal- l  a que-t i ty,  being the; get a greater q_rant i ty
of  lead with good QurrrER, zt  f i rst  brought out of  the mine.
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CHAPIER IX.

OF MERCURIAL ORE AI{D ITS PASSAGES.

Mercrrr ia l  ore is wrought in i ts proper mine-stones, by the qual-

i ty of  i ts  Sal t  earth,  and i ts nimble volat i le earth.

In a moist ,  greasie,  s l i rny,  water ish OI- ,ETITY, which is mixed

with a most subt i le,  red sulphureous digested earth,  wi th a most

weak slow binding, l ike an unri-pe pleasing fruit of all particular

metals.

Mercr.ry shows its virtue in many things admirably, and works
effectually upon minerals and metal-Iine sulphur, and upon such

which border upon Ant imonial  stones or ores;  i t  loves to be in
such plaees where the Ti-n-ores l ie higher than si lver passages.
I t  requires many i terat ing ef fectual  operat i -ons unto other ores,
and is multiplied upon other strange stones, and is drawn through
the ju ices of  Mi-nerals and Metals,  which are in af f in i ty one to
another,  ar td produce many strange miscreants,  th is is the reason
why i t  is  so pleasant unto metals,  Goldsmiths amalgame and gi ld
with i t .

It is used. also for metall ine colours, and. is prepared to alr
oi l  and water,  for  mans heal th,  and is subl imed for to corcod.e
i ts worst  of  poisons, and is a t rue robber,  taking along what
ever coils have been bestowed on him; but if he can be caught in
his nature,  then is he in subject ion,  and obedience unto qulck
artd dead. He is very ef fectual  in MEDICINE, especial ly for  out-
ward forces, h€ is nought to nought,  and good to good, and is not
every bodi-es friend, though he is wil l ing to do what you put him
upon. Hi.s metall ine stones are of the saJne nature with pure white
slate earth,  incl ined to a water-blue, in f resh intermingled white
marbles,  in a glassy grayish and porous G],rMMff i  or  (cat-s i lver)
which l ie beneath betwixt  the s lates,  in a f roat  w?v, which are
mingled in their  metal l - i -ne passages within-sIed marcasj- tes,  and

r  n l r
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with the subti.lest smalI streaked. whi.te talk, and are thorough
grown with two sorts, stand.ing and float-striking passages r in
which is tarought a curious red shinigrg quick-silver ore, not rrn-
l-ike unto red Mine-Su1phr.rr, and sometimes flows purely out .of the
clifts and caves of the passa€es , stand.s in a sink or pudd.le to-
gether l ike water, which j.ts natr.ral quick substance evidences.
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CHAPTER X.

0F WISMUTH, ANTIMoNY, SU]PHUR, SAITPETER At{D TAIK.

Wismuth is wrought in its own mine-stone, not quite freed from

a prof , ruding si lverr  or  Tin-stone, of  an imperfect  pure quick-

si. lver with Tin-saLt, and fluid si-lver-sulphur of a britt le im-

miscible earth,  part ly of  a crude f lu id sulphur,  part ly of  a mixed

much exiccated sulphur, accordi.ng as it has gotten a MATRIX, after

i t  was conceived; then i t  turns a bastard of  a br i t t le nature,

easily unites with Mereury, and is vrrought naturally in a twofold

form, the one is f lu id and metal l ine,  is  melted with dry wood,

being mixed with c1ay, y i -e lds much of  whi te ARSENIC. The other is

smal1 streaked, or SPISSIE, remaining an unr ipe substance, y ie lds

a f ixed sulphur instead of  Arsenic;  both these are s i lver Wismuth.

Antimony comes from perfect MercurXr, wrought of l i tt le salt

an,d a waterish fluid sulphur, though it shines black naturally,

and i ts out-s ide is of  an ant imonial  form, Vet i t  graduates and
pur i f ies the nobl-e nature of  gold,  and does much good rrnto men,

being art i f ic ia l ly  prepared in i ts several  ways; notwithstanding
i ts colour,  i t  keeps i ts high and mighty praise and vir tue;  for
meet ing wi th a master,  which can clar i f ie i t ,  and gets i ts natural
gold out of  i t ,  and extracts a blood red oi l  f rom i t ,  that  serves
against  many chronical  d iseases; i - t  must be reduced to a t rass-
parent glass;  th is black evaporated r , rnr ipe metal  represents to us
Gods majest ic glory,  who is not a regarder of  persons, bestowing
upon poor despised men rar i t ies of  v i r tues and lcrowledge.

The red-nine-Sulphurrwhich is found in TYROL, TY-NAMITZ, and
ENGADTN, and grows in a black brue flat stonerihd has singular
innumerable good virtues, wherein ryes hid a mighty purifying
qual i ty,  lyes on with i ts colour r :nto the red goldish s i . lver ore,
or c innabar ore,  and l -ooks almost l ike unto i t ,  whose redness
shj .nes forth most pleasant ly.
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Salt  has i ts special  v i r tues to penetrate and to preserve from

putrefact ion,  contains a noble spir i t ;  and i t  were very necessary '

that marr would. not be so careless and neglect in their seasoning

with sa1t, suffering matters to stink and cornrpt, considering

too slightly, and taking so smal-l notice of the noble Sift put

into good. mineral works, better lying on their hoary old wal-ls.

Talk is a1 ingrown sulphur, shines incombustibly like gold a-nd-

si lver,  c loses artd.  bows, is t rassparent l ike glass ,  is  cal led

SUI,pHIR, T,UTUM, keeps in the flre incombustible, l ike ALUMH'I

PLUMOSUM, lyes in rocks and. stone-works, serves for graduating

of metals. Every metal, milneral and satt in particular is good

to be used, eaeh is dist ingUished in i ts part icular name; even

as those that rnake glasses, Fut their  several  names upon them,

a11d put their several forms upon them, making them into drinking

glasses, f lagons, bodies,  bol t -heads, helmets,  receivers,  pel l ican

jar-glasses, wi .ne-glasses, funnels,  a l l  these he framed af ter

his own fartcy,  e i ther into smal] ,  great,  longr oF roi ,md forms,

even as he pleased.
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CHAPTER XT.

A COMPARISON BETWEEN GODS WORD Ai\iD TIIE MINERALS.

Like as the heavenly glorious God in a Spiritual way, in his mos
dearest Son our lord Jesus Christ, dt his redeeming of mankind

for the good of man appeared a Son of Righteousness, which gIory

the Prophet ET.,IAS has prophesied of in the Lords Spirit many
years Eo i How two CHERUBIMS and SERAPHIMS having six wings ,
moved. and sung before the Lord: Holy, Ho1y, HoJ-y is tT e lord

ZEBAOIH''of whose glory all the world is fuII, which Prophet has

seen the most omnipotent lord of Lords, lcrowing him a God in a

tr ip le essence, and that out of  that  noble Cl tAOS of Jesus Christ

should f low the fountain of  l i fe,  of  mercy,  and r ighteousness,

which the Lord God made apparent on the Tree of  the Holy Cross,
where out of the si-de of his dearest Son did nrn Blood and water,

to which the Lord in the Revealat ion of  St .  John adds, f i re,  smoke,
and frme; this r.nion according to the Divine Word is grown. at the

beginning in all creatures, and what ever God the Holy Trinity
has ever created consi.sts in a Trinity, even as the Deity is in arL
eternal Trinity: As the Deity is indivisible in the Humanity
A & 0, in the water and blood for an eterrral remembrance, that is,
the first and the last letteri as in the heavenly, even so in the
earthlyr the perfeet Alphabet must not be cut asunder, alJ- must
stand from the beginning to the end.; and Christ Jesus purges his
dear friends sti l l  r.mto eternal l i fe through water and b1ood,
saying to their hearts, all thy sins are forgiven thee, thy faith
doth save thee.

No man is saved, unJ.ess he be first bor':r agl5.n, that is., through
water and blood, which throughly purges not only men, ar:,d the
sons of men, but also the whole LTMBUS upon earth; for it is not
the metall ine blood and water, neither is it Mercury and Sulphur
that does it, neither in the body underground is any goldish silver
wrought to any blood red ore,  the blood out of  C6r1s1t.  s ide shed
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for the good of mani' is that great evid.ence for thus alJ- mineral

stones, that are in the plain element of earthr'and the spirit of

aIl ores, and marbles and stones come from the divine essence as

al.so the heavenly spirits are furnished for the praise of God;

thus the earth also i .s created in her stones, ores,  veins r  passag

for the honour of  Godi 'and the welfare of  man, which imitates

Gods wi-sdom, fiI1ed with infinite and incessant forthbri.nging of

fruits.

Whence should be the decay of metal-s? Sure1y even as the eyes

of the holy Apostles and Disciples were he1d, that they could not

heow the Lord in his clarified spiritual body and essence i oo rnor

can men see the things in metal-s,

Why does Saint John in his Revealation speak of smolce and fume?

SureJ-y he did not mean the fire, smoke, and fume of bakers ovens ,
or kitchen chimneys, but, there was revealed unto him the heaven-l:
f ire, the mi.st, vapour, and fr.me, which j.s exhaled from the mois-
ture of earthrand elevated to the cloudsi so in the subterranean
works the fume and spoilr or outsid.e of the ore are sublimed, and
the f i re of  the f rost  which rouses the ef fectnal  powers,  vapours,
and spirits makes them come to a perfect r,mity in metall ine bodi-er

Now if there were not a fire and vapourous fi.une in the earth,
how could they produce their fmits, which are the minerals and
metals undergror.md?

As the fiery element is covered with the airy, and the heaven
with cloud.sr'and the earth is f iI led by them, and together with
the fire was i.nclosed as one element with the other two.

In l ike manrler , &t the first creation, the subterranean passages
and veins were laden with oresr 4s trees were with fruit, which
the Lord God in Paradise had implanted into them. This effectual
fire, vapour and fume is lj.kened wr.to Mercury, Sulphur, Salt, and
sea-water, wherei.n earth l ies inclosed and hidden, even as the
supreamost throne of God is encompassed by other thrones and hea-
venly habi tat ions.

As the four Evarigelists are witnesses of the New Testament a11d
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Covenant; so they are a type and sure testimony of the four elemer
that the earth is created af ter  the holy heavenr so in the earth,
in which, and beneath, and und.er, God is everln,rhere. This is in
acti-on sti lL, KING DAVID coul-d confess, that he could not hide

himself from the Lord anlnrrrhere.

Seeing the holy and blessed God has la id the creatures in the

earth with the four elernental qualit ies, therefore let rational
miners open the eyes, and learn judic ia l ly  to larow the passages

and clifts of ores, metals and mi.nerals, then they wil-l get a

last ing name with great praise,  and wi l l  be l ike the noble gold,

which in a glory and beauty appears, when it comes from the QUART,
and can be then reduced into an oil, which preserves man in a

last ing heal th,  beyond any balsom, and is become a vegetable,  whie.

is potable.

I t  is  feasable,  that  of  gold may be prepared a s ingular medic-
i -ne for the good of  mahkind.,  because man is created of  God from
LIMUS TERRAE, and the whole earth is a LIMUS, such another medic-
i -ne al l  the Doctors are not able to produce, which is of  a cur i  ous
sweet f ragrartee, stand. ing dist inct  in two l ights,  amd must needs
be in RERUIVI NATITRA, because it was brought on God his Altar, for
an of fer ing by mans art 'prepared, suf fered i t  to be ext inguished.
None ]qxows what i t  is ,  nei ther the l i terated Doctors lcrow the
preparat ion of  i t ,  who when their  eonfect ions,  s)Eups, herbsrand
pot ions wi l l  do no good, and are i -n despair ,  then they might
wi1Iing1y nrn to metals, whj-ch formerly they made conscience to
make use of them in their Olmtments and plasters; of this I make
ment ion in a reverend rememberance for t rue rat ional  miners.  Out
of gold and silver are joined not only gold and silver monies
-ana 

other plates for mans use, but they serve for mans use in many
other th ings; and of fer  the f i rst  metals v i r tue, thdre come othiE..s
also more and more very ef fectual ,  even to the last  of  metals.

Such vir tues there are in minerals alsor 4S in v i t r io l ,  ant i -
mony, al lomr sa1t,  and the l ike.  Al l -  these are a nour ishment
unto metals '  even as Manna was to the ISRALITES in the desert .
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' As they are easy withdrawn and taken from metals r so it happened
to them alsor Heathens and Christians received that Manna, together
with Mines and Kingdoms, they are set and shot at the heap of
rubbish, where they sti l1 worshS-p the Calf ; of this I have spoken
more in that  book where I  t reated of  FOSSII fA.
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CHAPTER XII.

HOW PRECIOUS STONES AND JEWELS ARE IITROUGHT, AI'{D

HOW GOD HAS BESTOWED BI,ESS]NGS UPON THOSE

IHAT WORK THE MINES.

Jewels are wrought out of  the substance of  the most perfeet,

t ransparent,  and noblest  earthl iness,  wi th a mixture of  the nob-

lest  Mercury,  Sulphur and Sal t ,  wi thout any fumer or moist  matter

are a dry coagulation, and commonly are engendered in a round forr

in their  dwel l ings,  lodgings, stocks,  and passages, f ixedly bound

together,  some are of  a t ransparent lustre,  others are more dark;
and they have their several colours.

Not marty ores are forrnd, in which these noble generated 6edies
are brought to any perfectness, nei ther are their  str ik ings along
in a way of  passager here and there they have their  own Centres,
into which are jo ined tender and miraculous accrescencies,  where
they are lapadated, fa l l ing into hardestr  purest  stones concavi t -
ies,  growing in several  cut ic les,  a.s we see the ani-mal stones do
grow. The more preci .ous the jewels are,  the fewer there are of
them; and the grosser their  mj.xture is,  the more store there is
found of them, whi.ch i.s apparent in GARNETS; who has hitherto
searched into the quick spir i ts of  such noble creatures,  the Lord
has created for mans benefit?

PYGMTES or HOMrNUcrr, which in former times lived in hollow
ores of  mines, these could not want ski l l  in such ways, having
traversed and travel led up and dovsn, a1r these sl ippery corners
and ways. The places and si tuat ion of  such jewels ly ing somewhat
nearer r,mto heaven, in the Eastern Countri.es, bordering on Para-
diser so there must needs be abounding in Gold and Jewe1s, a1d suc
precious vegetables, which our thoughts hardly may reach r-,rrto.
God requires no more of  man, whom he intrusted with these things,
but to be faithful and just, and is an argument for us to think

Ll-z.



that  for  the same cause pious Kings and Pr incesrartd the o1d wise

Patr i -archs were gi f ted f rom above to bear a love to seareh into

mi.ne-works, and did it with an uprightness and judgement. I,et

honest godly Chr ist ian miners chuse the better part ,  and learn

to lmow the pear l , the Spir i t  of  the Lord.  proceeding out of  Gods

own mouth,  and let  them eonsj .der wel l  their  eternal  f i -xat ion,  to

retr.rrn their love again to him that has loved them first, bringin

al.l things to their subjecti-on, he imparts al-l unto them abund-

antly in grace and mercy, and by the innocence and merit of hi-s

only son, bestows on them temporal and eternal blessings, and
puts more glorious ornaments on them, and better than ever go1d,

si lver,  jewels,  and pear ls were adorned wi. thal .
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CHAPTER XIII.

0F THE ESSENCE 0F GotD, WHICH IS ABUNDANTTY FOUND NoI oNT,y IN
THE METAI, BUT MINERAT AISO, WHOSE ENERGY IS SERVED MOST RARE*I.,Y,

AND A SHORT C],OSING OF IVTT FIRST AND SECOND PART OF MINERAIS .qNO

METAIS IS AI{NEXED.

This Chapter is a breviary of a1l- mineral colours and forms,

how they after an heavenly operation are daily clad in the metall-
ine pr ine MATRIX, and set for th in their  several-  words,  whereas

there shines forth unto us the eternal  l ight  of  the lustrous Sun,

the dei ty of  the day of  joysrand of  the eternal  most f ixed and
fairest  SOL, as also of  a most yel lowr pure,  red, and f ixed ci t ron
colour of heavens eterr:al l ightning and the most glorious para=.
dise of  a l - l  the stars,  a natural  created l ight  for  a l l  creatures,
besides the beaut i fu l  AI IRORA of Mineral  Earths,  ar ld of  their  sub-
t i lest ,  compact,  and best binding inclosed, speaking to al l  other
white unt inged rnetals;  r  sol , ,  of  an essent ia l  being, arn Lord of
Lords,  in power,  might,  and perfect ion,  I  overcome al I ,  and I  over-
come and br ing them into subjeet ion,  and none of  them can master
I l ter  but  r  do conquer them al l ,  they are subject  to m€r and to
my Being, for my Kingdom is established with infinite and i-nvin-
cible Power and Dignity; by me all metals, minerals, animals and
vegetables are strengthened and rectif ied; for I give to every-
one that ]crows me in my green, blue, and red Nature, all what r
have, and what he desires,  r  cause to drop down af ter  the four
cardinal  streams of  PISON, GIBON, the nobLest substance of  Mercury,
in the form of a most pure transparent crystall i-ne water, and the
most noble substartce of Sulphur, of HIDEIGI and PHRATH the clear-
est  fa i . rest  Astral  sart  f rom a vi t r i -o l .sa1t,  which through ar l
mines flew upward very fnritfully, and penetrates all the mineral
stones. r  a lone graduate and exal t  the s i lver,  unto LUNA, r  g ive
light and lustre in all r ighteousness of my virtue do speak al-I
MAG],  Natural- ists,  amd scr ibes al l  the wor ld over,  f rom the East
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to the West, I am the Lord over the heavenly clarif ied garments

and colours, I adorrr the fi.rmament, the weather, I cloath the
Raj-nbow after Gods wil1, I exalt all jewels, all such growths

and creatures and what I cannot inwardly wal-k through and reach

into my eourse, I leave it to be perfected. with my friend and

lover the LUNA, she receives the best part  of  me, and of  the

subti-lest and abundance, the INDIES, HUNGARY, CARINTHIA testifys

the same, for  a l l  what is to l ive,  and is to receive a l i fe,  r€-
jo ices in me, and next to God, in none else,  for  to him honour
and glory belongs solely after hi.m, I f ind no higher Lord and

commartder.  But for  my part  I  do not rest ,  nei ther do I  desire
any rest ,  I  do my of f ice readi ly into which my Creator has placed

IIt€ r I let my pliableness be for.md gloriously, l ike a wax i-n stones

which have by reason of  hardness f i re enough, i f  need.
I am hid from r.mwise men, and arn ready to be discerned by men

of rmderstanding. I am predominant abr.rr.da-ntly in a well lcnow:r
mineralras also in MARS and VENUS which are of 1ow degrees; in
them I l ie hid al-so, al. l these have a double spirit, well lcrown
unto LUNA, pleasant to her,  and next r .mto her.

Hence God suffered. MOSES to erect  a brasen Serpent,  in the des-
ert after my colour, in hariceing unto the people, at the Mor,rnt
SINAI.  My best ated fairest  colour appears in t ransparent ju ices ,
as v i t r io l ,  which af ter  my condi t ion in due t ime penetrates ores,
whereby they grow rich in lust, and are trained up in a pleasant
form corroded into a greerrness, l ike seal ing wax, green l ike
Goose-dung, blue l ike Saphir ,  and so forth,  somet imes of  the colou
of a water- f l int ;by red and white colour is the best,  which are
hearti ly wished for. I love to be kindled i-n vitriol, and fur-
ther i t  af ter  descent ion in i - ts green food, unto a deep red spir i t
after whose laxative purgirrg comes that expected AQUA SATURNI
the true ACrD-wELr,; from whence r myself and al_l_ other metals,
anj-mals and vegetables have my offspring acld l ife. For metals
artd rninerals rise only from thence, have their beginning and orig:
inq' l  rn^- ;+ for  i t  is  that  quickening water,  which ordinary mine- rv lu 
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do not }:row of, is larown only to Philosophers. It works mi-nerals

and metals in several  ways, in form of taps which did skept l  purel
whi te,  compact,  sor:nd l ike pur i f ied sugar,  in a blue slate-work.

An extraordinary pleasant mi.neral for all colours, Salt ores are

at a further d,istance, which by my attractive changing, are f ound

in f loats,  b locks and passages, which in many places, br i .ng the

water unto the day-Iight, so that it often is found a pure and

dry sal.t above ground, of glassie l ight f lamesr or in a great

frost  l ike rmto f locks of  snow, there shoots a br i t t l -e,  g lassie

l ight  stone, wrought in great pieces; i .n the sarne order are al l

other Jewe1s according to mj.ne inlightened heavenly stone, dis-

tributed among their operati.ons, worths , and virtues , and clarif-
ied in a most f ixed transparency, and indowed with an everlasti-ng

spir i t ,  d ist inct  in several  colours r  ES Diamond, Emeral-ds,  Ca.r-
buncles,  Saphires,  Rubies,  Chr istols,  Chaleodonian, Jalpis,  Ber i lL
Chrysol i te Garrnel ,  Oni-x,  Turkois,  Lazur-stone, Margar i ts,  Corrals ,
IERRA LEMNIA, Terpent ine-stones, and Garnets,  of  deep or low colou
each in its heavenly colours order j-s transparent, and naturally
is ereated,and preserved in i ts own of f ic ina;  whence i t  may be
argued'  that  a l l  these together wi th good spir i ts serve for mans
good, both for  h is body and spir i t ;  for  nothing is hid f rom my
trartsparent power,  f ,v splendour and lustre over-shadows al l  these,
and are held to their gfowing, unto maturity; let no creatures
marvel at these several distincti.ons from whence they all should
come, for  a l l  have their  pr inciple f rom me, and from my spir i t ,
which is hidden in me, which none can d.ive into, save the sole
creator of  a l l  th ings,  f rom whom i t  proceed.ed as out of  h is Div-
ine mouth.  lhus I  c lose up my speech, and mysel f  start le at  so
great a mystery, and attest in truth for a fareweIl, that r am
not only the G'old and present .qol, but give also strength and
power to all the inferies terrine spirits; for ARSIEUS and ONIZON
is in subject ion unto me, for  r  am A & o,  God be praised forever.

Thus r  conclude the second part  of  my mineral  book, wherein
r have showed faithfulry as much as r rceow, and could in my
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i .ndustry apprehend; Iet others d.o their endeavours al-so , let them

produce thei-r lcrowledge also, that the l ight of the noble nature

may sti1l be supplied in her plenitude, and may not go out' where'

cause would be given to the enemy and envious men, to be outrag-

ious against  such truths.  Let  God st i l l  and uncessant ly be im-

pertr-med with prayers and thanksgi.ving. For these ends I have

written these my two treatises, and arrnexed the manuals at the

beginning (which otherwise needed not to be done) tnat  by earnest

prayer and thanksgiving, and continued earnest worshipping of God

every one mi"ght carefuJ.J.y exercise himself therei.n, and be con-

vinced in his reasonr how glor iously almighty God has created,

ord.ai-ned, and held forth nature, to perform her operations under-

ground, artd to produce r.mto the day l ight formally their Nativit-

ies and frui ts,  that  we may reap thereby not only our sustantance,

but may aclcrowledge Gods inf in i te mercy and goodness, for  which

none can return sufficient thanks. However let everyone do his

duty, and as much as he is able to perform with his heart and

tongue, pray to God in s i .ncer i ty for  h is grace, blessing and wisdt

to conceive by his spir i t  of  t ruth and r ighteousness of  h is great

and wonderful- creature, that the honour of God may be exal-ted

above the Heav€or and be proclaimed with inf in i te praise throughor

al l  the World.

END OF THE SECOND PART
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THE THIRD PART

IS

A DECLARATION OF IHE XII I(EYS.

Here fol lows the thi rd part  of  my intended wri t i .ngs,  wherein

is truly showed the original and prime matter of our Philosophi-c
Stone, which is a perfect  instnrct ion to the pract ical  part ,  whic

shows the direct way to the inexaustible for.mtain of health, and
of the abrmdance of riches to provide for mans necessarj"es t and

this is a Declarat ion of  my former wr i t ings,  which is lef t  for
a love token to al. l those that are lovers of Philosophy.

My friend you must note, that by this intended work touching
the Minerals,  I  had reason to pref ix the two parts of  Minerals r
artd Metals '  and their  ores,  holding i t  a necessi ty to hold for th
a l ight rrnto the ignorant r how that one spirit from above frames
al l  such ores,  IVietals,  and Minerals,  taking their  or ig inal  under-
ground. for to generate thereby. For earth is always ready and
covetous to at t ract  and to retain that  spir i t ,  whi-ch proceeded
from Heavens powers, which it presents in process of t i-me in a
for:nality and perfection. The manner of it has been spoken of
sufficiently in ny former writ ings, which is the reason why r
give only hints of  them in th is place.

Note,  that  a l l  th ings proceed from a heavenly inf luence, el-e-
mental operation, earthly substance, from this mixture ari.se the
four Elements,  Water,  Air ,  Earth,  which engender by the help of
f i re hid therein,  in a warm digest ion,  producing a sour,  spir i t ,
and Body These are the three prime princi.ples, whrch in a coag-
ulat ion come to a Mercury,  sulphur,  and sal- t ,  these three being
in conjr .mct ion,  according to the nature of  the seed prod.uce a
perfect  bodyr be i t  in the Kingdom, ei ther of  Minerals,  Animals,
or vegetables. A11 things in the worrd, that are visibl_e and
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palpable are divided into these three Kingdorns; the Animal- which
contains such that have a l iveIy breath,  composed of  f lesh and
bloodr &s men, beasts,  wortns,  f ishes, fouls.  The Vegetables which

contai .ns t rees, herbs ,  seeds ,  roots,  f ru j - ts,  and al l  such things

that are of a growing quality, the Minerals contains aIl manner

of ores,  Metals,  Minerals,  Marcasi tes,  Calxes,  Zinks,  T,obols,  a l l
sorts of  fJ- ints,  pebbles,  wismuths,  stones, precious ones and

others.

Aninals have their  speeial  seed, a spermat ic substance, which

after eopulat ion generate f lesh and blood, which seed is their

PRIMA MATERIA, from a heavenly influence, created by God of the
four Elements, wrought by nature, which formerly were quoted in
my writ ings.

Vegetables also have their  proper seed which God bestowed on
them, according to thei.r several qualit ies and form by a heavenly
and si .der ia l  inf luence, and receive their  e lement ia l  f ru i t fu l
growing from the earth, wi-th an ord.er, thereby to generate and
augment.

Minerals and Metals al-so have their original seed from Godrby
the heavens i.nfluence in a l iquid aeri.al substance, by a Mineral
spirit, sulphr.rreous soul and Earthry salt in one bod.y joined; of
these I have spoken in my former writ ings.

Note furtherr if any of these Metal]. ine and Mineral kinds shall
be brought to a further propagation and augmentation, it must be
reduced to its f irst seed and pRII,{A MAIERIA.

rf you will transmute Metals, augment them, bring them into
a tinctr.re, or phi.losophic stone, vou must f irst rmd.erstand , how
you may destroy by a Spag:yric Art, the Metalline and Mineral form
and separate it into Mercr.rry, Sulphur, and. salt, these three must
be purery separated, and brought to their f irst principles.

Thj-s separation is done in, and by a Mercuri.al spirit, sulphur-
eous soul and white salt. These three in a due ord.ering of a
true manual must be joined again, that they may be brougirt to
the highest and most .perfect purity.
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In which conjr.nctj-on must exactly be observed the quantity;

af ter  th is conjrrnct ion the whole substance is meerly a l iquid

substance and phi losophie water,  in which al . l  the Elements,

first the heavenly, then the elemental, and lastly the earthly

qualit ies are shut up and Iie hid therein.

For the Mercr.r ia l  Spir i t  is  cold and moist ,  the Sulphureous

SouI j.s warm and fuy, and this l iquor is the true PRIMA MATERIA,

and fi.rst seed of Metals and Minerals, which by Vulcans Art is

brought to a PI,USQUAM PERFECTION, into a transcendent fixed med-

ic i -ne r  out  of  which is generated the true Phi losophic Stone, and

must be produced in that way.
fherefore observe and take notice, that all Metals and Minerals

have only one R00T, f rom which general ly their  descent is,  he
that lceows that r ight ly,  needs not to destroy metals,  to extract

the Spirit form one, the Sulphur from a second, and the Salt from
a third.  For there is a nearer place yet,  in which these three,
Spirit, Soul , and Bo dy lye hid in one thing; well lceown, and may
with great praise be gotten, i t  shal l  be nominated af terward.s in
several  terms,

He that l-earns to lceow exactly this golden seed r or this IIIAGNET
and searches throughty into i ts propert ies,  he has then the true
root of  l i fe,  and may at ta in r ,mto that,  h is heart  longs for.  In
my former writ irgs, as a].so in the xrr Keys, from the first to thr
1ast, I ordered thus my style, in writ ing, wherein I he1d. forth
unto poster i ty the PRACTICK, how the great Stone of  Phi losophers,
or the best purif ied gold may be made out of sulphur and salt,
with the herp of the spirit of Mereury, which must be drawn from
a crude unmelted MINERA, according to the tenor of my fifth key
set down in a parabolj.cal manner.

urhy r  d id the .work of  the Phi lnsophj .c stone upon Gold Metal ,
this is the reason that the simple laborators, to whom is unlceown
the other bodyr or SUBJECIUM, which contains all the three prin-
c ip les;  though i t  be a th ing wel l  lceown, vet  is  i t  a stranger to
their brainsr l lrzy learrr hereby more wit and lceowledge. Many of
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the ancient Phi losophers,  which l ived long before me, have in the

same manner with me obtained the true universal stone of all myst-
er ies and heal th,  as their  books, whi .ch are extant,  g ive evidence

thereof.  The f i rst  t ime I  took great pains and was at  great

erpenses, and consumed much t ine about the pur i f ied Go1d, al ledged

in the f i rst  K"y,  th is heavenly stone I  prepared in.  the Cloister

I  l ived i .n,  and happi ly obtained i t .  The highest in heaven bes-

towed hi .s fur ther grace and blessing upon me, that  I  took unto

further considerat ion the t inging ani-mated spir i ts placed and

planted into their  several  bodies.  Let  no man be ashamed to learn,

to add more to his learning, and to dive further i-nto that, whi-ch

was hid from h5.m, not withstanding his lcrowing ways. Nature

reserves many things in her secrecy,  which mens dul l  understanding

and shortness of  l i fe cannot reach into.
Whereas God in his great goodness has bestowed this great gi f t

upon me, for  an improvement of  that  ta lent ,  I  have imparted the
same to my fel low Christ ians in the said XII  Keys.

Ihose that are indued with deeper wi ts and lceowledge, and in
their hearty and careful endeavours strive further to dive in the
Art ,  wi l l  meet in the sane place with a more easi .e and more lcrown

matter,  which was almost named and set down, of  an ef fectual  qual-

i ty,  out  of  which in l ike manner,  3s the ancients before f i€,  in
their exact speculation and pbactick have in the end better lceown
the only scope and dr i f t ,  which has been pract ised several  t imes
by rne a1so, in a shorter t ime, and less pains taking, both they and
I r12.v€ obtained health and riehes; in this Is:rown and despicable
matter and Mineral substance is found a Sulphur and tincture more
effectual ,  and more worthy,  than the best GoId can af ford,  whlch
is f lu id and open, and i ts Mercur ia l  Spir i t  a lso,  and i ts myst ical
sal t  is  f ree and open, whose vir tues may with ress pains , . ' r r  E
visible manner be drawn from it.

He that has considered exact ly my XIr  Keys, f requent ly perusing
the same most needs conceive,  and that therein is held for th the
whole preparat ion of  our stone, f rom the beginning to the end,
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without any defect ,  yet  so that i t  only shoul-d be prepared of  Gol
f i - t ted for  i - t .  But we, according to God.s ordinance in nature,
have poi-nted at  a Gold,  which is much better,  and requi-res to be
taken into a deep consideration, which being unlcrown and strange
to novices,  for  some reasons I  forbear to give them any d. i rect ion
thereunto,  wi th a resolut ion to wr i te and to point  at  such matter
as themserves are incl ined to seek for their  seed in them.

At the beginning of my xrr Keys, accord.ing to the manner of
PhS. losophers,  in a parabol ieal  way f  mad.e relat ion of  the propert
and work of  our stone and balsom, how i t  was made by Art ists,  whi
as by an inhear i tance i t  came to me also,  wherein I  spoke as much
as was meet of  the governrnent of  the f i re,  chargeable appearance,
and of  the chiefest  p lanet ical  colours,  and the f inal  end thereof
After the accompl ishment of  these puruse wel l  the xr I  Keys, for
each contains a PARTICULAR work.

The f i rst  Key informs your that  i f  you seek for the seed in a
Metal l - ine Bodyr.4s in the Gold. ,  then before al l  th ings i t  must
most exactly be purged from all_ its impure leprosie, and that
nothing must be mixed with our fountain,  but  such, which is of  a
pure sper:nati.c quality. This purifying is performed with Anti-
mony'  which stands in a near relat ion,  and af f in i ty unto Gold,
which is the reason, why ant imonial  sulphur purges the souf of
Gold, graduating the same to a very high d.egree. 0n the other-
s ide, the Gold can mel iorate in a short  t ime the Soul-  of  Ant i -
mony' artd can bring it to a firrn fixation, exalti-ng Antimony and
Gord to a dignity and virtue, and can be brought not only into a
white metal-  of  IUNA, but also to a t ranscend.ent medicine for mams
health,  of  wlr- ich you shal l  have a fur ther d. i rect ion hereafter,
which I shall treat in particular of Antimony. Although Antimony
has promised r"mto SATURN a sociabl-e brotherhood, because fu: t imony
qualif ication does rest i.n some sort on the quality of SATURN in
atr  equal  concordance, yet  af ter  the f ixat ion of  the exal- ted sul_
phur of Antimory, his next friend SATURN cannot get any prey from
him, because the King received him into his gorr ]en pal-ace, and mai
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hin partaker of his Trinphing Kingdon. This is the reason, why

he car l  endure now heat and frost ,  and overcomes i t ,  and stands

with the King a conqueror in great and transcendant glory.

The putrifying of the Gold is perfor:ned thus: tarninate th." gold

thinly, after a due manner, cast it thrice through Antimony, after

wards the REGUT,US which is set at the through casting, must be

melted before the blast in a strong fire, and driven off with

SATIJRN, then you wi l l  f ind the purest ,  fa i rest ,  most lustrous Gold

pleasant to behold,  as much as the lustre of  SOL is.  This Gold

is not f itted to surender its innermost being first brought from

its fixedness into a d.estructj-ve form, and pass through the SaIt-

Sea of  i - ts corrupt ib leness, is drowned therein,  €seaped again,

and appears visibly.
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THE SECOND IGY .

My fr iend note ,  and take that into a ser ious considerat i -on,
because the chi .efest  point  lyes hereini  cause a BaLneum to be
made, 1et nothing come into i t ,  which should not be there,  that

the noble seed of  the Gold fa1l  not  into a destruct ive and i r rec-
overable opposi t ion af ter  i ts destruct ion,  and take an exact and
careful  v iew of  such things, which my second Key informs you of ,
narnely what rnatter you ought to take to the KINGS BAII{EUM, whereb;
the KING is destroyed, and i ts external  form broken, and i ts
undef i led Soul  may come forth,  to th is purpose wiLl  serve the
DRAGON and the EAGLE, which is NITER and SAL ARMONIACK, both
which after their union are made into a AQUAFORT, as you shalL

be further informed of in my Manuals, where I sha1l treat in
part icular of  Go1d, 'of  other Metals and Minerals,  into which
BATNEITM the King is throvrn, being firstr 4s in the quoted place
you shall hear; brought into an AIVIALGAIVIA of Mercury and of Sul-
phur,  which present ly seizes on him, corrodes al l  h is members,
and is dissolved, and is present ly mort i f ied.  of  h is Sal t -water,
into a most splendent t ransparent oi I .  You must note,  that  th is
dissolut ion is not suf f ic ient ,  and the King is not minded as yet
to let  go his soul-  out  of  h is f ixed body, which you can see when
you separate the water f rom the dissolved body of  the King, where
you shal-l f ind fixed powder of Goldr out of which you wil l hardly
get his Soul  that  is  therein.

Therefore foll-ow my cor,rnsel and bear the yoak, which I bore
before yoo, and learn to lceow exactly i-n pains taking, further
thusr &s r  shal l  infonn you. Having dissol-ved your Gold whoI ly
in the said water.  and brought i t  into a pleas.ant yel low oi1,
then 1et it stand well luted for a day and a night in a very
gentle BAr,l{EtiM MARTA, the FECES which are settred, must be sep-
arated from i t ,  then take this pure dissolut ion,  put i t  into a
wel l  coated fnr l r r  ^n Ra*^nf, ,  apply a i {e lmet to i t ,  wi th a Receive:
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in the best manner luted to it, set it into a sand. cupeI, drive
the Gold with the water over the He}net, iterate this a third
tine, abstract the water in BAlt{EItM MARIE, you wi].l- find a fair
Gold-powd,er, keep this in a glass for an hour in fire, let the re-
naining hr.unid.ity be drawn from it.
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THE THIRD IGY,

Then take of good spirit of Salt-niter one part, and of deph-

legmed Spirit of ordinary salt, three parts r porlf, these spirits

together warmed a l i.tt]e, into a body on the fore-written Gold

powder, lute a Helmet and Recei-ver to it, drive the GoJ-d over as

former1y in sand several t j:nes with an iterated disti l lation'

the oftr ':.er the better, Iet the GoJ.d eome to be volati le more and

more, and at last J-et al. l come over. By this repeated driving

over, its f ixed body is divided, al. l i .ts members are torrr asunder,

and opened, and leaves wi l l ingly i ts Soul  to a Special  judge'

of which my third Key wiJ-l give sufficient informatj-on.

Note fi.rther, that after this work those salt spirits must be

abstracted fron the Go1d, which was driven overr v€ry gently

in BAINEO MARIE' J.et nothing of the tincture of the Gold come

over, that the body suffer not any diminuation; then take that

Go1d.r or rather these Chrystals of Gold from which you have sep-

arated the water,  put  i t  in a reverberat ing pan, set  i t  under

a mussle,  Iet  i ts  f i rst  f i re be gent le for  an hour,  oet  a l l  i ts

corrosiveness be taken away, then your powder wiJ-J- be of a fair

scarlet colorrrr a.s subtile as ever was seen, put it in a clean
viol, pour on it fresh spirit of ordinary salt, f irst brought to

a sweetness, let  i t  s tand in a gent le digest ion,  let  that  spir i t
be deepJ.y tinged and transparent, red l ike a Ruby, cant off, pour

on fresh, extract again, iterate the work of canting off and
pouri-ng on, t iJ-I no more tinctrrre of it appears, put all these
extractions together, separate them in BAI,I{EO gently frcrn the Sul-
phur of S01,, then that powd.er i-s subtile and tender; of great

worth; this matter is such, whieh ia a short process transmutes
LUNA in its t incture to the highest perfection t lccording to the
direct ion of  my XII  Keys.

He that has some larowledge herein, may make this quire; whither
this extracted dry soul and sulphur of the Ki-ng be just that sour,
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of which Philosophers have this saying; the Philosophic work for

the preparation of the most prec5-ous stone requires three things 
'

viz., a wet volati le Mercurnrr or a Mercurial Spirit, a wet vo1-

ati le Sulphureous Soul, and a dry Astral SaIt, which after its.

d,issolution together with the two first rnust be apparent and

larown in a waterish form; which way comes that about, because

in this process nothi.ng i.s spoken of any Mercurial Spirit and.

Volati le Sou1, but the Soul of the King appeared in a subtile

form of powder? The answer hereunto I delay so long tiIL the

Queri-st learras better to understand the disti.:ection in this book,

and I will perform ny promi.se, and set his anxious and intarr.gled

mind at l iberty, which is so much troubled about this doubt, and

wiJ.J- deal- with him as a good. father may deal with his soni in and
with th is SCOPE, wherein our Mastery lyesrhave been fooled most

of the wits, leading them captive in their erroneous ways, being
Ied about in a desert  of  rn i -sIed waysr 'because in those supposed
deep witsr  they had not conceived so much of  the manner,  how al l
things of the world are generated, and that every Spirit must
have a Soul and every Sou]- a fit Spirit, and that both Spirit and
soul are spirits and spiritual, which must have a body, in which
they may have a dwelli-ng.

GoId. and Si]-verr' but chiefly Gold i.s brought to the hi.ghest
f5.xedrress, by such degrees as nature d.id afford, j.nsomuch its
nature is found very hot and fieryr' freed from all phlegmatj-ck
hurnidity, of which LUNA is not so wholly freed.,though she has
obtained a sulphur-fj.xed d.egree, and. stays for the King, to warm
her cold,  body with his hot seed, which concerns the part iculars,
artd beLongs r-mto them, whi-ch in that place shaII be plainly
demonstrated,

rn Gold there is no waterish humid.ity at all, unless it were
reduced again into Vitriol, which would be but an useless ald
unprofitable work, and would require huge expenses, in case the
Phi losophers Stone should be of  Vi t r io l  of  GoId,  of  which there
must be had great store; indeed in that vitriol there would. be
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found a convenient spir i t ;  which nature would desire,  of  a whi te

qual i ty,  4s also a Soul  and SaJ-t  of  a glor ious essence.

But what Countr ies,  Goods, Lands, have been di lapidated this

wdy, I wave to discourse of on1y, this warning I gi-ve to my Dis-

ciples,  nature having lef t  a nearer way to keep and to imitate

that,  that  they also might take heed to fa l l  into such extream

and inextr icable povert ies.

The Solar Mercury SOI,, being never brought so far unto des-

truct ion,  nei- ther did the ancient Phi losophers ever make use of

that w&X, as being a thing clean contrary unto nature, containing

indeed an hr.rmidity, but it is a meer Elemental waterish humidity

af ter  i ts dissolut ion,  and good for nothirg,  water and other

pr inciples do not stand in the Elements,  but  the Elements rest

in the pr inciples and seeds of  Metals,  of  the which f  have spoker

formerly.  Therefore let  none be so over wi t tyr  4S to make our

stone only of  dry and ful ly digested GoId;  because i ts phleg-

mat ick humidi ty is entered into a dry f ixedness and f ixed coag-

ulat ion,  which is not found so in other Metals,  though they also

are subject  to a hard coagulat ion and passed through the f i re,
yet  are not whol ly digested, nor brought to a fu l l  matur i ty f rom

the natural  or ig inal  root ;  which ought to be taken not ice of ;
and be not of fended at  my forrner wr i t ings,  i f  they seem to run

contrary against  th is.

Though I  have showed, that  the Spir i t ,  Soul ,  and Body come al l
from one Metall-ine essence, a.nd must be prepared thus , among
which I  hold the Gold to be the best,  however I  deal- t  herein as

i t  seemed f i t  for  a Phi losopher,  the l ike the ancient Phi losopher
have done before me, but I  hope you took not ice of  my protest-
rat ion,  that  I  gave speci .a l  cause thereby to your speculatron,
to take the better not ice of  Nature and her pr inciple,  dr .d to
consider the or ig inal ;  because i t  was not meet for  me to inform
al l  men, how the doors are bol ted wi th in,  and espeeialry at  that
t ime, when I  never intended to wr i te thus plainly of  these things
which are hid even from the best of men, but when my heavenl_y
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Prince commanded at the changing of my mind, not to bury the im-
parted talent,  but  to do the l ike to those, whom God think worthy,

to leave i t  to them. One r t r le more must I  put  to thy remembrance,

of  such points,  which formerly I  have set down, of  which I  spoke

now, that  you may the less blame me, as i f  I  d id refuse these

things now, which I  formerly wrote of .

Peruse all such which since the beginning of the world have

wri t ten of  Metals ,  you wi l l  f ind,  that  they were al l  of  one mi-nd,

and that I  make use of  their  sayings; that  the f i rst  and the last
Metal  is  a Metal ,  because the f i rst  Metal-  has already obtained,

and gotten the forth-going seed of  Metals in a Metal l ine qual i ty,

which does nothi-ng else,  but that  i t  goes on ancessant ly in ihe

Metal l - ine generat ions,  as I  spoke of  in the f i rst  and second part

of  Minerals and Metal-s,  and in th is part  a lso I  have snnkcn nf  i  r

in several  p laces.

Many have cal led Gol-d Lead, and Lead they cal l -ed Gold,  because

i t  was found not only of  the same ponderousness, but because ihree
deep gl i t ter ing stones have solely gotten f rom this Planet.  Thei-r
t rar tscendent perfect ion,  and many other causes besides, which to
relate here ,  would fa l l -  to long and needless.  And this is i t
which asks wisdom to dist inguish in th is and other th ings, and
exact ly to search into Gods myster ies,  and natures la id before
us. But man through ADAIVIS fa11 bei.ng brought to a deep blindness,
therefore mens understanding are so ecl ipsed, that  they can hardly
conceive of  th is,  and of  other myst ical  matters in nature.

The obd.uration being so great among the covetous, that for the
most part  they search and dive into such myster ies out of  meer
coverousness, pr ide,  and ambit ion,  made the ancient Phi losophers
upon command and inspiration of the highest aim at that r a.s to
put a certain stay to their  hands, and to wr i te such myster i -es
in such a manner, that unworthy men should not r-md.erstand it, and
but worthy men onJ-y in their i l lumination mi-ght pereeive it; and
wri t ing of ten one thing, have mingled other arnong, understanding
Sti l l  the one and the Same. In -Several  n- l  aee.q therr  shnwed -  thr t
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the Phi losophers Stone i -s,  and comes from an animal,  others f rom

a vegetable seed, and a th i rd sort  says,  i t  comes from a mineral

seed; others wr i te that  stone is made of  an animal,  vegetable,

and mineral  seed together.  Al l  th is is only wrderstood of  the

Mineral  and Metal l ine seed.,  and consi .sts not in any plural i ty of

seeds. Thence this Art  grew ecl ipsed, insomuch that scarce one

among many thousands hardly attai-ned unto the lcrowledge thereof ;
and for that  reason is i t  held for  an Art ,  because not every D-rnc

should br ing i t  into hi-s Beet le-head, ar: .d why should i t? For i f

this Art were as common as brewing beer, and baking bread, then

ar ly one may judge what good could be looked for;  would not al l

manner of vices be practised publicly without any control-l- ing?

Therefore such men, which in their  lof ty mi-nd are meerly f  or
pomp and pr ide,  must be cl ipped in their  wings, and these things

ought not to be put in their  mouths,  th ings are c lear enough for"

thoser ot l  whom God intends the bestowing of  them.

I  return now to the th ing I  intended, which i -s to teach a des-

i rous Schol lar ,  how to proceed further wi th the unr ipened Soul

of  Gold:  I  ru l -e i t  is  much to discover such myster ies,  I  warn

everyone to make good use of  thern;  and note,  that  i f  you have the

purple mantl-e of SOL, as the Sulphur of SOL, then be thankful

unto God for i t ,  bear 'no evi l  mind against  your neighbour,  un-

lock your golden seed according to the Tenor of  the K"y,  turn i t
to water;  for  in our Art  thele must be Body, Soul ,  and Spir i t ,

which rr , rn together in the innermost root,  the one lays hold on th

other mel iorates the same throughout in i ts whole qual i ty,  inso-
much that there is a new created world and earth,  which af terward
is i l lumi.nated by the Soul ,  and is exal- ted into a t ranscendent
off i  oa alr
v+-5vevJ.

Therefore i t  is  requis i te that  you ]ceow, how t :  infus6: your
golden seed into the new body, and to br ing i t  to a f lu id sub-
stance; Look about thee, and see where you may f ind i t ;  i f  you
f ind none, despair  not ,  but  be of  good comfort ,  th ink upon means,
and ask counsel  of  god sATuRN, he wi l l  not  let  you go without a
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resolve,  he wi l l  put  into your hand a deep gl i t ter ing MINERA for
an of fer i tg,  which in his mine is grolvn of  the f i rst  matter of  a l l
Metals,  i f  th is MINERA after i ts preparat ion,  which he wi l l  show

unto Vour is set  into a strong subl imat ion,  mixed with three parts

of  boler or ty le meaI,  then r ises to the highest mor.mt a noble
sublimate, l ike l itt le feathersr or ALUMEI\ PIIIMOSUM, which in

due t ime dissolves into a strong and ef fectual  water,  which br ings
thy seed i -n a l i t t le putrefact ion very suddenly into the f i rst

volat i l i ty ,  i f  so be there be added to i t  a due quant i ty of  water,

that  i t  may be di .ssolved therein,  there the twig,  wi th the bulk

does uni te,  that  they are able to ascend above the highest moun-

tai-n, and stay inseparably together a Soul and Spirit r or a Spirit

and Sou1.

I t  is  requis i te that  you be stored with water for  the body or
sal t  to dissol-ve the saJne also,  and to eoagulate the same into a
new clarif ied body, whi-ch wil l never part usunder, nei-ther i-n
Love nor woe, b€cause they are of  one nature,  nat iv i ty,  and or ig-
inal, and have been so from the beginning. For they all have
their beginning and birth from the power of this volati le bird.

But remember wel l  that  these Mineral  Spir i ts are in other Metals
also, and are for.rnd effectual in one Minerar, from whence with
more ease and less charges i t  may be had; the business is only
herein,  that  you learn to lcrow, what th is Mercur ia l  spir i t ,  Mer-
cur ia l  Soul ,  and Astra1 SaIt  is ,  that  the one may not be taken
in stead of  the other,  which would cause a huge error.  You wi l l
f ind, that the nature of the golden sulphur confi-ned onry in al1
Metals '  which are comprehended anong the red, and have a fe l low
dominion with other Minerals,  by reason of  the f iery t inging
Spir i ts,  but  the Magnet ic power and i ts qual i ty rests in i ts whi te
Mercur ia l  Spir i t ,  which binds the Soul ,  and dissolves t l :e body,
therefore the ASTRUM of SOL is found not only in Go1d, that  wi th
the addition of the Spirit of Mercury and the SOLAR Salt only the
Phi losophers stone could be made, but may in l ike maruner,  be pre-
pared art i f ic ia l ly  out of  Copper and Stee1, two immature Metals,
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both which as male and female have red. t lnging qual i t ies,  4s wel l

as Gold i tsel f ,  whi ther the sane be taken out of  one alone r  or

out of  both,  being f i rst  entered into art  union. Besides, th is

Mineral  in our Mothers tongue is a Mi-nera1, cal led COPPER water,

and of  broken, or digged Verdigreece, or Copperr there cart  be made

a Vi . t r io l ,  in al l  which is for . rnd glor iously a Soul  of  the best

Gold,  and come wel l  to pass very prof i tably many waysr no Country

clown can bel ieve i t .

Therefore note here,  what you ought to observe, intend thy

thoughts,  and give not over,  unless you come so fat ,  that  you

lceow natures myst ical  conjwrct ion and her dissolut ion,  then you

will f ind, what is requisite for you to lceow, artd return thanks

unto thy Creator,  make use of  i t  for  h is glory,  ar td be benef ical

to the needy.

This whi te Spir i t  is  the t rue Mercury of  Phi l -osophers,  which

has been before me,and wi l l  be af ter  me, wi thout which the Phi lo-

sophers Stone, and the great mystery cannot be made, nei ther

UNMRSAI,LY nor PA-RTICULARLY, much less a PARTICULAR transmutation.

And this Spir i t  is  the Key to the opening of  a l l  Meta1s, because

they have their  descent f rom i ts Sanguini ty,  as you heard of ten.

So it is that true PRIMUM MOBIT,E, sought of by many thousands ,
and for,urd by few, and yet all the world is greedy of it, is sought

afar off, and for.rnd near at handrit is and moves before the eyes

of al l  men, for  i f  th is Spir i t  be fed with a Metal l ine Sulphur

artd Sal t ,  of  these three there wi l l  be one matter made, not much

unl j -ke to the Phi losophers great Stone, however duly must i t  be

proceeded in,  and a t rue process from the beginning to the end

must be observed, returned, and brought into th is PRIMA MAlmIA,
as the Spir i t  h imsel f  is ;  then both these of  one equidescent and

birth by means of f ire with coagulating of the Spirit may be gen-

erated a th i rd t ime to a f i rm f ixat ion,  and to a pure t ransparent

white c lar i f ied body, then af ter  th is accompl ished ALBEDO the
Sou1, which is di-ssolved, must seek for her rest  again,  penetrate
such a pure body, uni te wi th the saJne, and r ise her dwel l ing therein



that these three be pennanent, and. abiding constantly in one body

eternal ly c lar i - f ied.

And that you may be infonned, how in this martner both your dis-

solved seed.sr 4s the Spir i t  of  MERCURY, and the Soul  of  the Gold

be mad.e again fixed and. corporeal, note that it is done only by

the proper Sal t  of  SOL, which in th is Art  is  cal led a body. Now

observe here,  that  you take no heterogeneal  th ing i -nstead of  i t .

What marlner of process is here used, read my fourth KEY, where

the truth of  i t  is  held for th wi th s ingular examples,  and proofs;

but you are especi-al Iy to observe ( in case you do not understand

that K"y) this plain and true information, look upon the body of

Gold,  not  as i f  no other benef i t  couldbe reaped of  i t '  but  only

his Soul ;  not  soi  impute no such wealceess into that  body'  but  you

have drawn forth i ts Sulphur,  there is yet  in i t  the Sal t  of  g lory

and the triumphant VICTRIX, without which your sperrmatick seed

cannot be brought into any coagulation. And even this salt now,

of  which I  made so long a discourse, how you ought to br ing i t

out  of  i ts  corporeal  for :n through means of  the Spir i t  of  Mercury

into its PRIMA MATERIA, is afterward turned again into a deeply

purif ied and exal-ted body.

fherefore take your SOT,AR earth,  out  of  which you sow your seeds

or the true IRUS bIood, and reduce it by reverberating to a fi-xed

powder, and subtile irnpalpable ashes, extract from thence a very

subt i le Sal t r  ?s br ight  as ivory is,  hereafter I  wi l l  teach you

in the manuals,  how the body of  SOL is anatomj-zed by the part ic-

ulars, and to bring it into a Sulphur, Salt and Mercury. Then

proceed rrnto the pract ick and conjr ,mct ion,  and have a care'  that

you be provident therein,  that  at  their  conjr .mct ion you do not too

much to the one, nor too l i t t le to the other,  take not ice of  the
quant i - ty,  and observe exact ly the div is ion of  the, .seeds, hereunto

minister a certain measure,  and mark my sixth iGY, then proceed

in the begr.rn process, according to the order of  the Seventh,

Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth IGYS r ?s forrnerly I had inf ormed you

about it, go on with it to the appearance of the Kings honour and
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glory, to his hi-ghest purple ga:ment, and pure golden piece 
' 

is

called the trir.urphing Lord and Conquerour over alJ- his subjectst

from the East to the West; whj-ch if you have attained unto them

return thanks to God, be fervent in prayitg, be mi.ndful of the

poor,  be a student r :nto sobr iety,  temperance, abst inence, and

above al.l unto taci-turnity; for it is the greatest and most hain-

ous sin, to Iet r.mworthy men lceow of it.
The augmentatj-on of this heavenly stone r ?s also the f errnentat-

ion is need. less to be spoken of  in that  p lace r  a 's being descr ibed

in my last two KEYS, and held forth to the fullr not doubti.ng if

God grants so much blessing, and i-mparts this stoner the sense

of these two IGYS wi l l  be more conceived of ;  for  no l r .eterogeneal

things must be brought to our Metal-l ine substance, neither ai the

beginni.ng, middJ-er or end, but the Mercurial Spirit, and the dig-

ested Medicine, spoken of  in my eleventh iGY.

To be further as good as I prornised, concerning other things,

quoted in my I(EYS, lcrow ye, that no Philosopher is t ied wholly

unto the Metal  of  Gold,  of  which I  spoke largely hi therto,  and

d.escribed the tnre fi.mdamentals thereof , and as you heard afore,
the whole mystery lJ-es herein,  v iz" ,  in the t inging of  red f iery
Spir i ts of  Metal l ine Souls,  and al l  what is t inged red, and is
lceown to have a fierce Sulphlr , aLL such are kind to the SOLAR
ASTRUM, and when the Mercr.rrial Spirit is joined with, then the
proceedings nay go on UNIVERSAIITER and PARTICUIARIIffi, that a

tj-ncture be obtained from them, where by Metals and VIJTSAR MERCUR
carr be exalted, and be ordered accord.i.ng to the tenor of the
process.

Such Souls and goldish SULPHURS are for.rnd most effectual in
MARS and VENUS , as also in VITRIOL, and both VEI\US and MARS carr
be reduced into a most effectual vrrRror,, in which Metall ine

VITRIOL afterward. all the three PRINCIPIES as MERCURY, SULpHUR,
and SALI are for;nd r.mder one heaven, and with little pains and
short t ine each can be taken out of it apartr ?s you shall hear,
when I shall make further relation of the Mineral VITRIOL, which
is digged in HUNGARY, of a high gradation.
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Now if you have wit and wrderstanding, and art inclined and

heart i ly  desire to conceive of  the t rue mearr ing of  my IGYS, artd

of my other wr i t ings,  thereby to unlock the locks of  Metals for

our stone, then you shoul-d have taken not ice and observedr. that

in al l  these I  have wri t ten not only of  the Metal-  SOl,  of  i ts

Sulphur and Salt, but I have interlj-ned and mi.ngled also , and

made UNIFORMAL other red MEIALS, from whence may be had the MYS-

TICAL MASTERY; therefore men ought to i terate of ten the reading of

Phi losophic books, then a t rue sense and meaning may be drawn from

them, which without divine i l lumination canriot be neither, or.

But hoping that those, who are fu11y and real ly,  resolved to

incl ine their  hearts unto wisdom, wi l l  g ive more at tent ion there-

unto,  than the other mad. wor ld l ings,  for  whom these my wri t ings

were not intended; for  I  spoke as plainly as ever possibly I  cour C

and thi .s k indled l ight  sha1l  fur ther be pur i f ied,  so that t rue
artd sincere novicies may have a fuI1 l ight without an ecli.pse from
their  beginning to their  ending. To which end I  took these pains

to disclose that,  which aI l  the wor ld was si lent  in,  and concealed
i t  to their  last  end, and bur ied i t  in s i lence to their  very grave

The scope I  a imed at ,  in so doing, was not to hunt af ter  ar ly
vain glory,  but  rather,  that  Gods gracious provident goodness

might be held forth rxrto posterity, that the future ages mighrt
become seeing, and some of the poster i t i -es eyes might be kept
open, and be helpful  rmto their  needy fel low Art ists,  and make
them partakers of Gods graces and gifts, though my rni-nd be might-
i ly perplexed, when r think on what r have done, because r vrrite
so plainly, not lceowing into whose hands after my departure these
my wri t ings may come: However,  r  hope ,  1et  them be what they wj- l l  ,
that they wil l remember, and 1ay to heart my faithful vrrit ings
inserted in my forrner and these present wr,it ings, that t:.e], '  deal-
wi th th is book, and use i t  sor that  they may give good accoturt
for it to Almighty God.

Touching further the VITRI0T,, I should make mention of it in my
Manuals,  where r  t reat  and wri te generar ly of  Minerals;  but  i t



being such a singular Mineral, whose fell-ow whol-e nature does not

produce, besides, Vi t r io l  before al l -  others is of  great af f in i ty

unto Meta1s, and is next kin r.mto them, for out of all Metals

there can be made a v i t r io l ,  or  chrystal  (chrystal  and vi t r io l

is  taken for one) therefore I  would.  not  bereave i t  of  i ts  own
praise,  and put i ts commendat ion too far of f ,  but  rather prefer

i t ,  as there is just  cause, before other Minerals,  and the f i rst

p1ace, next to Metals should be given unto i t ;  for  (set t ing aside

al-l Metals and Minerals) tfris is sufficient to make the Phil-o-

sophers Stone of  i t ,  which no other in the wor l -d can do the I ike,
though some PARTICUI,ARITER are a help to further that work, and
ANTIMONY alone is a sufficient master hereuntor 3s in its due
place more shal i -  be spoken of .  However none is thus much digni-

f ied in i ts worthiness, that  the said Phi losophic Stone could
be nade of  i t  as ih is VITRIOI is.  There ancient Phi losophers hav

concealed this Mineral as much as ever they could, and would not
reveal  the sane to their  own chi ldren, that  they should not.div-
ulge i t  in the wor ld,  but  be kept SECRET, though they publ ished,
that such preparat ion i -s made out of  one thing, and out of  one
body'  which has the nature of  SOL and LUNA, and contains also the
Mercury,  wherein they said t rue enough because i t  is  so.  But her '
I must admonlsh your that you may turn this argument, and settle
your thoughts whol]-y upon Metall ine Vitriol, because I entrusted

Your that out of VENUS and MARS there can be made an excellent
Vitriol, wherein are forrnd the three principles for the generati-or
of  our stone, but you must fur ther note aLso, that  nevertheless
these three Metalsr  BS SPIRfTUS, ANIMA, CORPA, are bur ied and hid
in a Mineral  Vi t r io l ,  as in a Mi.neral  i tsel f  .  Understand. th is
according to the dist inct  natures of  Vi t r io l .  For the best,  whic l
accordi-ng to my exper ience showed. i tsel f  most ef fectual ,  herein
is that, which i-s broken, and digged in tluNGARY, of a very deep
degree of t ineture, not very r.rnlike unto fair blue SAPH]RE, havin6
very I i t t le of  humidi t ies,  and other add. i t ionals,  or  strange ores
the of tner i t  is  d issolved and coagulated, the more is i t  exal ted.
in i ts deep t inging colour,  and is beheld wi th great ad-mirat ion.
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Thi< hicrh Traduated vrrRIOL is for . rnd crude in those places,

where Go1d, Copper,  I ron,  is  broken and digged, and is abundant ly

transported from thence into foreign parts,  insomuch that some-

t imes there is great scantness of  i t  j -n those parts,  and elsewher

Though the rmlgar people can afford no better name to it; call-

ing it only a COPPER-WATER, however, anceint Philosophers by reas

of i-ts r-mspeakable virtue and dignity extoll ed it, and calIed it

VI IRIOLUM, for that  reason, because i ts Spir i tual  o i l  contains

al.l the three principles of al-l the triumphing qualit ies.

I f  you get such deep graduated and wel l  prepared Mineral ,  ca' l le

VITRI0L, then pray to God for understanding and wisdom for your

intention and after you have calcined it, put it into a well

coated Retort ,  dr ive i t  gent ly at  f i rst ,  then inerease the f i re,

there comes in the forrn of a white Spirit of Vitriol in the manrre

of ahorr id fumer or wind, and eomes into the Receiver as long as
it has any such material in it. And now, that in thi-s wind are
invisibly hid all the THREE PRINCIPLES, and come together out of
that  dwel l ing,  therefore i t  is  not  necessary,  to seek and search
always in precious things, b€cause by th is mearrs there is a neare
way open wrto natures myster ies,  and is held for th to al l  such;
which are able to conceive of Art and Wisdom.

Now if you separate and free this erpelled spirit well and pure
PER MODUM DISTILI,ATI0NIS, from its earthly hr,midity, then in the
bottom of the glass you wil l f ind the .treasure, and fundamental-s
of  a l l  the Phi losophers,  and yet lceown to few, which is a red oi1
as ponderous in weight as ever any r ,eadr or Gold may be, &s thick
as blood, of a burning fiery quality, which is that true fluid
Gold of  the Phi losophers,  whi .ch nature drove together f rom the
three pr inciples,  where in is found a Spir i t ,  Soul ,  and Body,
and is that  PHILOSOPHIC GOLD, saving one, which is i ts dissolut ic
dur ing the f i re,  and not subject  to any corrupt ib leness, else i t
f lys away with Body and Soul, for neither water nor earth can do
i t  any hurt ,  because i t  receives i ts f i rst  b i r th ald beginning
from a heavenly water, which in du" time is poured down uoon the
earth.



In these together dr iven goldish waters 1ie hid that  t rue bird

and EAGT,E, the King with his heavenly SPLH,IDOUR together with its

clarif ied. SAIT, which three you find shut up in this one thing

and golden property,  and from thence you wi l l  get  a l - l  that ,  which

you have need of  for  your intent ion.

Therefore set  that  golden body you have obtained, which in dign:

and vir tue is exal ted beyond al l  other Gold,  j -nto i ts due and law-

ful  d issolut ion,  i ts  due t ime, then the Angel  of  the highest wi l l

appear unto thee, and teI I  thee that i t  is  the solver of  a l l  the

myster ies in the wor ldrreceive i t  wi th joy and keep i t  safe,  for

i ts qual i ty is more heavenly than earthly,  therefore does i t

heart i ly  incl ine to str j -ve af ter  that ,  which is above, f rom whence

i t  had i ts or ig inal .

I f  you have separated this Prophet f rom his matter which remaine

then you need not to undertake any further process, you were taugh

PARABOLICAII,Y in my XII IGIS. For even in his remaining formal-"

substance you may f ind,  and expect f rom thence, a pure immortal
Soul ,  together wi th the glory of  the Sal t ,  both which are obtained
by means of  the Spir i t ,  and must be had from thence ,  and no impure

or contrary th ing must be added thereunto.  And i t  is  done in the
same manner as I  to ld you in my IGYS, wi th the Soul  and SaIt  of
the Gold by the SATURNAL water,  in whose place this Spir i tual
Mercur ia l  Spir i t  might be used with better advantage.

Obsenre only th is di f ference, that  the Sal t  must be drawn forth
from the Mercur ia l  bodyr zs i t  happened unto the Soul ,  wi th the
Spir i t  of  Mercury;  whereas on the other s ide the Sal t  of  Gold must
not be drawn forth wi th the Saturnal-water,  because i t  is  too weak
forthe body of  Gold,  but  wi th a water,  which has been expressed
in the descr ipt i .on of  part iculars.

This dist inct ion must be exact ly observed, being of  great concer
ment,  because the Sal t  of  Vi t r io l  is  not  so strongly guarded, arrd.
is not in so f ixed a bodyr 3s the Gold is,  but  is  st i l1 an open
body, which saw no coagulat ion as yet ,  nor passed i t  through any
melt ing f i re,  therefore that  body never came as yet to arry compact
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there is room lef t  for  i ts  own Spir i t  to enter into,  can embrace,

and uni te wi th i ts l ike,  and a snow white extract ion of  Sal t  may

be had, whereas on the other s ide a sharper matter must penetrate

Goldr BS you shal I  hear,  when I  shaI1 speak more of  i t  in i ts

d.ue pIace.

Behold now, my fr iend, whatsoever thou art ,  what mind I  bear

towards thee, and how I  am aff  ected r . rnto thee in my heart ,  the

l ike I  never durst  look for  f rom thee. Consider i t  wel l - r  how

sincerly and faithfully I disclose unto thee alJ- thy locks and

bonds, whereby the whole Phi losophic wisdom is shut up, whi-ch

hitherto never entered into a.rry marrs thoughts, much l-ess that ever

i t  was pract ised, or discoveredr and nothing caused me to do i t ,

but only Gods infinite mercyr f,V good wil l and love toward my

Neighbour,  which my Predecessors have not done so completely,  and

was put of f  unto me to do i t .
Having thus separated your three Mineral  bodies,  and ordered

them into certain div is ions,  and put away the dregs, wherein they

l- ie hid,  then look to i t  ,  that  you neglect  none of  i t  ,  by the

diminishing of the quantity, which would prove a great faul-t to
your work, and keep each in its own and due quantity, otherwise
in your work you cannot come to a happy end.

This is the thr ist  which so many have missed, and have wri t ten
great volumes about it: For all what comes from our Philosophic
Gold,  and has div ided i tsel f  into three parts,  the same must be
brought into one, without any loss and diminunition, which is to
enter into a new form agai .n,  and become a mel iorated substance,
and nothing of it must be done away, but only the FECES TERRE in
which the glor ious Sal t  had i ts dwel l ing.  Therefore do that I
to ld you of ,  and jo in the Spir i t  wi th the body, br ing the boCy
also into a Spir i t ,  d issolve and. exal- t  i t  into t l re highest Spir i t -
ual  power,  in that  d issolut ion the body turns to a Spir i t ,  and the
spir i t  wi th the body r :n i tes and jo ins into one substance, that
af ter  the exchanging of  a l l  manner of  colours,  there comes a whi te
body l ike snow, t ranscending al l  whi . teness. This is the greatest
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mystery of this world, about which among the learned and supposed

wits, sueh disputings in the world have been, that a palpable

thing, and a visible one could be reduced into its PRfMA MATRIA'

and out of that may be made again a new clarif ied and better sub-

stance, by the bor,rntiful nature lead.ing the way thereunto.

Thus you have made and brought into the world the QUEET{ of H0N-

OUR, and the first BORN DAUGHTER of Phi"l-osophers, which after her

due perfect i .on is calJ-ed the white ELIXIR, of  which great volumes

are extant. Havj.ng brought your work thus f at , then you have

deserved to be received into the TURBA of Phi losophers,artd you

get more Art ,  Wi.sdom, and understanding than al l  sophisters '  whie.

prate much of  these myst ical  th ings,  and yet lceow not the least

th ing of  i t .  Therefore i t  is  just  that  you should be preferred

before them, and 1et them si t  below thee in shame and di-sgrace'

and in their  dar lceess of  misunderstandi .g,  so long t i l l  nature

does enl ighten them also.

That you may bring and lead that new Philosophical Creature

by the means nature af forded, unto the highest perfect ion,  af ter

which your heart with all her endeavours does stri-ve, then remem-

ber that neither man nor beast without a l iving Soul- can neither

st i r  nor move! And as man here in th is l i fe,  through temporal

death loses his SouL, of fer ing the same again to the Almighty

God, f rom whom he had i t  f i rst ,  into his mercy and meri ts of  JESU;

CIIRIST, where after the departure of the Soul the dwelIing, as th'

body of  i t ,  is  lef t  qui te dead, which is bur ied in the ground,

where it rots, and must return unto dust and ashes, being a due

reward' which the fall of our first parents in Paradise have des-
erved, and from themr a 's by an inher i tents is fa lLen upon us:
After whieh putrefaction there are raised again on the great day

new and clarif ied bodies, and the departed Soul takes her dwell in1

up agaS-n in that new body; after that, there is no more parting o:
body nor Spir i t r  oor Soul ;  but  because the Soul  f inding a elar-
i f ied body, then with the sarne she makes an ever last ing union,
which nei ther Devi l -  nor Death can destroy,  nor dis jo in any more,
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nor bring it into any corruption, but from henceforth into all-

eternity we are and shal1 be l ike r.rnto the best creatures of God,
which before our mortal i ty and departure of  the Spir i t ,  of  the

SouI and body could never b€, God help and grant r.rnto us a blesse

resurrection. AIvlEN.

This high and mighty exarnple having its foundation, not in

huruarte thoughts, witsror pride, nor in an undergror.md prating

but in the great CREATORS true word, which he has revealed r.mto

us through his SERVANT and holy prophet MOSES, does inform Vou,
what you ought to do further with your new begotten creature, tha'
you may get a perfect  b i r th wi thout any defect ,  to the prai-se of
the highest,  the father of  l ights and mercy,  f rom whom we receive

al l  perf  ect  g i f ts which he graciously bestowed on hi  s chi ' l  dren,
for whi.ch we are not abl-e to return sufficient thanks unto him.

Now i f  you wi l l  proceed wel l  in your work,  then jo in the new
body with his Soul-, which you forrnerly drew from, that the com-
pound on its virtue be complete, and there be apparent in the end
a PIUSQUAM PERFECTI0N of it: Then is begotten the RED KING of glor
in a fiery substance, and highly clarif ied body, exalted above all
powers upon earth, from thence spri-ngs the golden fountain, he
that drinks of it i-s renewed in all his members, and there risen
wholIy a new l i fe:  For the which God be praised forever more.

[he augmentation of this huge treasure together with the fer-
mentat ion thereof,  for  the t ransmutat ion of  Metals doubt less you
have taken not ice of  exact ly afore,  where r  wrote of  Gold how i t
must be handled, and what dj-rection I have given Vou, therer.mto,
the same you must observe; for  here is al l  one process from the
middle to the end, the beginning only asks arteration, by reason
of the two dist inct  matters:  For the which God be praised. whom
we beseech, to gj ' . re us his graee and blessing, that  we may make
good use of  th is t reasure,  and af ter  th is l i fe we may enter into
the heavenly Kingdom.

The love of  my Neighbour has moved me to wr i te of  these things,
which in my long e:<perience r forrnd to be true, following the ste
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of bor.rlt i ful nature, which made me a sooth-sayer in natural things

and I am assured, that if these my lvrit ings are made public after

my death, and my other books sharing in the same fortune, they

must r .mdergo many censures.  For some wi l l  er t remely condemn me,

d.el iver ing me unto Satal ,  because I  have wri t ten so plainly:

Others there wil l b€, whj-ch wil l quite overthrow my writ i-ngs 
'

cry ing them out to be l ies,  superst i t ion,  and Diabol ical  works,

the l ike censure other i l luminated men before me have undergone,

which they feel to this d"y; for men are so i-ncredulous in these

points, that so mighty an operation should be for.md agai-nst all

manner inf i rmit ies,  besi-des the t ransmutat ion of  Metals in so

d.espicable a matter,  (over which the IR0N MAt{ wi th his espoused

wife VENUS, together wi th the deep gl i t ter ing SOL, is,  ar td must

have the predominmcy) and with incredable prof i t  i t  should by

Art  be brought to such perfect ion.  The Art  being great,  ar td ihe

matter so contenptable,  i t  procures the more doubt and rrnbel ief  ;
Those r.mbelievi.ng men I let r-mderstand only this notable example 

'
whereby the eyes of  those, that  are going r ,mto EMAUS 

'  
shal l  be

opened, and thereby shall aclireowledge that I have written no un-

truthr but d. isclosed such a t ruth very p1ain1y. And note,  that  th

ancient Phi losophers endeavoured to descr ibe the preparat ion of

the Stone r .mder a not ion of  d ist i l l ing of  wine and the Spir i t

thereof, which in their work are almost l ike one to aurother. For

they taught out of the best wine to make a Spirit 
'  

without any

strange phlegme, whi.ch to this day among rmlgar Artists must be,

and is cal-led the right and true mystical Spirit of wine, whereas

i t  may soon be proved, that  th is supposed Spir i t  of  wine contains

much invisible humi.dity, or phlegme in an invisible mannerrwhich

is nothing e1se, but i ts vegetable Mereury;  for  the f iery Spir i t

of wine is the true fire and Soul of thei wine. Every Sulphur

contains secret ly i ts or ig i -nal  and pr incipal  Mercury:  Vegetables

in their kind, the Animals in their kind, and the Minerals also

after their kind.

They taught how this Spirit of wine must be separated in two
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distinct parts, namely, that this spirit of wine be poured upon
white calcined Tartar, and be d.rawn over in a gentle disti l lat-
ion.  In th is dist iL lat ion is separated. the Secret  and true Spir i t
of wine from its Vegetable Mercuryr zs I fai.thfully informed you
in my Manuals. From the renaining earth they taught a salt tb
be drawn, to be added to the rect i f ied.  Spir i t ,  whereby i t  is  for t -
if ied and strengthened in its substance, and at last the phi-lo-
sophers stone should be generated..  r t  is  might i ly  against  God.s
ordinance, that a Vegetable should produce an Animal,or a3 Animal
produce a Mineral .  By way of  a parable,  the pract ick part  is  held
forth rrnder the notion of this preparation.

Now as they taught of the winer so in l ike manner also by a
short  way may our GoId be prepared (not the usual  a ld common GoId)
artd may be dissolved, div ided, separated.,  and brought into i ts
f i rst  pr inciple.

But you must note,  that  th is dissolut ion and separat ion was
never deseribed plainly by any of the ancient philosophers which
l ived before me, and }arew the MAGrsrERruMl why r  do i t ,  the love
of my neighbours has moved me therewrto,  which r  bear f rom the
center of  my heart  to al l  those, which overcarne this mystery wi th-
out falsehood, and shr,mning vices with a faithful heart, in a
sincere larowledge and real  p iety.  '  In the i i rst  p lace be informed,
that our Gold (so much spoken of  h i therto) must never be taken
for such Gold by any of  our d. isciples,  which has been melted, a '4
fuIly di-gested by nature, for herein such error is commltted , that
men dilapidate all what they have, and loose both the begin4ing
and end of all their works. Although not only from Gold, but from
other Metals also this cr,ENoDruM, and jewel may be had, in the
preparation of it' PARTICULARITER much profit and ad.va-rrrage may be
gotten in that, whieh clncerns mens healthr a.s has been fonnerly
told; however, without the Spirit of Mercury the UNfvERsAl of the
world to be gotten meerLy from the body of  sol ,  is  impossible,
and wi l l  be impossible,  unless the creator of  arr  th ings produce
artother ordinance, to change and alter hj-s creature after his own

r  l r  l ,
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wil l .  But as that  is impossi-bte,  so is i t  i rnpossi-bIe a1so, to

deal against Gods creature in that kind, 4s to find out that

wholesome prof i t ,  whi .ch to your longing desire you expect 
'  

you

may bel ieve i t  for  a t ruth,  4s Chr ist  h imsel f  is ,  that  the Phi lo-

sophers Stone would not be so strange, rarerand. urtisrown a ihlng,

it would be comrnon to K5.ngs and Potentates, if God would permit

i t  to be made of  Gold alone, and the three Jewels of  inf in i te

f ixed. v i r tues hid therein,  could be had out of  i t !

My intent is not in th is present t reat ise to use any prol ix i ty

in writ ing; those that are not quite blind, artd have their eyes

open, have enough already to attain r.mto real larowledge 
' 

and

command both his mind artd hands, not to pass by the weightiest,

and esteem high things that are unworthy, artd to fall with the

bl ind into the pi t ,  made for them. To those that are real  in thei .

desire for  to at ta in unto Art  and wisdom, and intend to propogate

the same without sophist icat ionr and desire in real i ty to glory

in that honourable tnrth, Vou may show a real proof of it in this

manner.

I  te l l  thee rea1ly for  the highest t r r r th,  that  you nay dissolve

OUR GOLD, natural ly dr iven together,  in a short  way, to br ing i t

to 1ts PRIMA MATERIA, and is done thus; take the laeown Mineral

Spirit, in which oirr MERCURY, SUIPHIIR and SAlf is shut up; con-

tai-ni.ng that PhiJ-osophic mystical Goldr pour that GIUTTATIN upon

white calcined tartar, those two contrary qualif ied matters wil-l

be TISSING, Iet  them stay together t i l l  their  content ion ar:rd str i l

be ended, and or.rr  Gold hide i tsel f  invis ib ly in the vegetabLe
SALT ACRE' or in the be11y of  tar tar ,  lute a Helmet to i t ,  d ist i l l
i t  at f irst gently in BAINEO, then increase your fire, then HERMES

his volati le BIRD wiJ.J- f1y away from our Gold in that SUBLIMATION,
a:..d sit on the hi6hest pinnacles of the Temple, looki*rg about

which way to betake himsel f r  but  soon is catched in the RECEfVER,

which must be prrre and very dry; when you see his flight is but
s low, then take the glass out of  the BAINEO, set  i t  in ashes,

increase your f i re,  then wiJ- l  she f ly more nimbly,  keeo that f i re
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so long ti]. l  al]- is come over, and her brother the RED DRAGON,

hiding hi-s redness under a red colour in a whitish fume r wil l

begin to foIlow after hi.s f lying brother. Then cease with the

flre, the drops being al.l fallen from the Helmet, take it off,

that which you find in the RECEIVffiT Vou are to keep as a treas-

ure of mysteries. In this manner you have gotten wisdom, under-

standj-ng, and. skil l-, the firnda.urentals also, and desires of Philo-

sophers r by this short witty proof you learn and get that larowled

how this water may be sought after, found, and lighted orrr and is

not to be esteemed a common water,  but  is  that  real  infal lable

HEAVENIY WATER,of which at the beginning I have written, and re-

peated the same the oftner; which i-n a spiri.tual manner from the

IIEAVENS POWER is poured down upon the earth, begins and accomp-

l ishes the generat ion of  a l - l  Metals,  for  that  reason the ancient

Philosophers cal-led this water MERCIIRY, but I call i t the SPIRIT
MERCURY.

Now if you proceed right in this work, and you lcrow what food

and what dr ink to give to th is bird,  v iz. ,  Sulphur and Sal t  of
Metal, then you may attain unto the end of the great work, and yo

rnay get profit infinit ly PARTICUIARITER many ways; you must note,
that  th is is not the t rue Phi losophic dissolut i .on,  but only one
which PARtf CUI,ARITER perfor:ns strange matters, and is a SPECULUiVI,
in which our MffiCffiY, or SOI,, and our LIINA is seen bleaking, whi-c
is a present confusion of wrbelieving THOMASES, discovering the
blindrress of ignorant men. The dissolution of the three PRINCIPI
I  have d.escr j -bed unto you formerly,  which 5-s of  a s lower pace,
requ5-ring time and patience, artd an exact intention to make r or
bring three into one, which work is done in itself PER SE, with-
out mixing of any heterogeneal matter, only that which lyes hid
in it, must do it, for the for,rntaj.n of salvation is the i l- l-umin-
ation of the Soul, and the Salt of the clarif ied bod.y, are all ir
that one thing, existing from ONE, TWO, or THREE, whi-ch must be
brought and reduced to ONE, whi-eh is the golden virtue of arl
Metals,  exal ted above al l  powers,  together wi th the EAGT,E ald
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white body, which are nowhere together, but only in this ONE are

forrnd, and in that which is next kin unto it, whi.ch lcrowing Philo-

sophers always held in great esteem, but ignorant and bl-ind men

despised and disgraced the same. But those, whose eyes are.  once

openedr love to st ick r .mto much, covet to hide the matter f rom

wicked men, and study day and night how the ignorant might be

kept f rom i t .

Thus I  c lose this th i rd part .

And before I begin the fourth part, concerning PARTICULARIA'

I must needs speak something of the Philosophers VITRIOL' SUT,PHUR

and MAGNET.

My fr iend, you must note,  that  th is descr ipt ion I  make now of

the essence of  Vi t r io l  rests onJ-y upon tr ia ls made, the v i -ctor-

ious triumph of the highest wisdom calne by inheritance from the

most ancient Phi losophers unto me, and comes now unto thee, wherei :

experimentbtty it is for.md, that there is a subterranean MINERAI

SAIT, cal led VITRIOL, which for dyeing of  c lothes, and many other

uses, men cannot wel l  possibly be without i t ,  for  i t  carr ies on

and eats through, bV reason of  i ts  sharpness, which is dist inct

f rom other SAIT, in respect of  their  qual i t ies;  for  the MINERAI

of th is sal t  is  strange, of  a very hot and f iery qual i ty,  ?s

apparant in i ts spir i t ,  and contains a twofold spir i t ,  which is
MIRACU],UM NAIURE, and i.s not found the like in other salts arr'd

this salt is an Hermaphrodic among other salts, it is white and

red, even as you wil l- have it, i t has an extraordinary medicinal
quality, performing things in an incredabl-e manner.

This sal.t eontains a combustible SUI,PHUR, which is not in other
sa1ts. Therefore in Metall ine affairs touching their transmutat-
ion,  i t  perfor:ns more than others,  because i t  helps not only to
open some, but helps the generat ion of  others,  by neason of  i ts
i rTnate heat.  when vrrRrOr,  is  separated by means of  f i re,  then
its spirit at f irst comes in a white form, after that there comes
from i . ts earth a spir i t  of  a red condi t ion,  staying in the earth,
the sal-t being r,rnited with its expelled Mercury and Sulphur, can
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sharpen them; the remainder that stays behind, is a dead earth,

of  no ef f icacy.  Let th is suf f ice for  your learning and consi .der
well what the Creator holds forth r,mto thee, in nature by this nou

kindled TERNARIE: For as you f ind in Vi t r io ls body three dist inct

th ings, 4s Spir i t ,  Oi l ,  and Sal t ,  even as you may expect f rom i ts

own spirit agai-n (whieh without the mingling of its oil, is driven

from i ts matter)  three dist inct  th ings,  even as you did formerly

from the body of  Vi t r io l ,  which deserves very wel l -  the name of
SPECIILIJM SAPIENTIA PHYSICA, held forth purposely to man to view

hinsel f .  For i f  you can separate th is Spir i t  of  Vi t r i .o l ,  as i t

ought, then that afford.s again r.mto you three pri-nciples , out of
which on1y, without a ei-ther addition, from the beginning of the
world the Phi losophers Stone has been made from that,  Vou have to
expect again a Spir i t  of  a whi te forrn,  an oi l  of  red qual i ty,
af ter  these two a Chr istal l ine Sal t ,  these three being duly jo ined

in their  perfect ion,  generate no less than the Phi losophers great
Stone; for  that  whi te Spir i t  is  meerly the Phi losophers Mercury,
the red oi l  is  the Soul ,  and the Sal t  is  that  t rue Magnet ic body,
as I told you fonnerly. As frorn the Spirit of Vitriol is brought
to l ight  the red. and white t incture r  so f rom i ts oi I  there is
made VENUS her tincture, and in the Center they are much distinct
asunder,  though they dwelr  in one bodyr possessing one lodge; i t
matters not,  for  the wi l l  of  the CREATOR was so r  to hide that
nystery from r.mworthy men; observe and consider it werL, if so be
you i.ntend to be a true follower of Philosophers; in this lcrow-
ledge lyes hid a i.rrecoverabLe error, worldly wits cannot conceive
of it 

'  
that the Spirit of Vitriol, and the remai-ni.ng oil- should

be of so great dj-stinction in their virtue. Touching their pro-
pert ies,  the spir i t  being welJ- dissorved, and brought into three
PRINCIPLES' Gold and SiLver only can be made by it, and out of its
oil only copper, whj.ch wil l be apparent in a proof made. The
eondi t ion of  the Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l ,  and i ts remaining oi l  is  th is
that where there is copper and lron, the sor,AR SEED commonly is
not far from it, and agaS-n where there is seed of Gold at hand ,
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Copper and l ron is not far  f rom i t ,  by reason of  i ts  at t ract ive
Magnet ic quar i ty and love, which they, as t inging spir i ts in a
vis ib le manner cont inual ly bear one to another.  Therefore VENUS
and MARS are penetrated and tinged with the superabor.rnding tinct
ure of Go1d, artd in them there is for.rnd much more ROOT of the
RED TINCTIIRE, than in Gold itselfr 4s I mad.e further relation
of i t  in my other books, unto which there belongs also the MIN_
ERA of vrrRrOr,  which goes beyond. these in many d.egrees, because
i ts Spir i t  is  meer Gold and RUBEDO, a crrrd.e ind. igested t j -ncture,
and in very t ruth (as God himsel f  is)  is  ind.eed not found. otherwi
But th is Spir i t r  3s you heard,  must be d. iv ided into certain dis-
t inct  partsr  3s into a spir i t ,  sou1, and bod.y,  the spir i t  is  the
Phi losophical  water,  which though vis ib ly parted. asund.er,  fet
can never be separated RADICALIY, (because of  their  unavoid.able
aff in i ty they bear,  and have one to another)  as i t  appears plaj-n1
when af terward they are jo ined, the one in their  mixture embraces
the otherr  even as a Magnet draws l ron,  but in a mel i .orated ess-
ence, better than they had before their  d issolut ion.

This is the f i rst ,  beginnirg,  middle,  and end of  the total  phi l_
sophic wisdom, af fording r iches and heaLth,  and a rong l i fe,  i t
may rather be said,  and real1y proved, that  th is spir i t  is  the
essence of  VI IRIOI, ,  because the Spir i t  and oi l  do d. i f fer  so much,
and were never rrni ted RADICAL&Y, because the oi l  comes af ter  the
spir i t ,  each can be received, apart :  This f iery spir i t  may rather
and more f i t ly  be cal led an essence ,  sulphur,  and substance of
Gold '  and i t  is  so,  though i t  lyes lurk ing in vrrRro1 as a spirr t

This golden waterr  or  Spir i t  drawn fron vi t r io l ,  contains agair .
a Sulphur and Magnet, its Sulphur is the AI,{IMA, an incombustibie
f i re,  the Magnet is i ts own Sa1t,  which in the con j r . r lc t ion at t rac
its sulphur and Mercury, .:nites with the same, and are insepa*
abl-e companions. First  in a gent le heat is dissolved the r :ndig-
ested Mercur ia l -  spir i t ,  by th is is fur ther extracted.,  af ter  a
Magnetic quality, the slrr,pHuREous $IrMA, in that earth sticks
the sal t ,  which is extracted also in a Magnet ic way by the
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Mercur ia l  Spir i t r  so st i l1 the one is a Magnet unto the other '

bear ing a Magnet ie love one to another,  4s such things were the

last  together wi th the MEDIUM is drawn forth by the f i rst ,  and

are thereby generated, ald thus take their  beginni-ng. fn th is

separat ion and. d. issolut ion the Spir i t ,  or  Mercury 1s the f i rst

Magnet, showing its Magnetic virtue toward the Sulphur artd Soul,

which its QUASI MAGNES attracts, this Spirit PER MODUM DISTILLAT-

IONIS being absolved and freed, shows again i ts Magnet ic power

toward the Sa1t,  which i - t  at t racts f rom the dead earth;  af ter

the Spir i t  is  separated from i t ,  then the Sal t  appears in i ts

pur i ty;  i f  that  process be further fo l lowed, and af ter  a t rue

order ald measure the conjunct ion be undertaken, and the Spir i t

and Sal t  be set together into the Phi losophic furnace, then i t

appears again,  how the heavenly Spir i t  str ives in a Magnet ic

way to at t ract  i ts  own Sal t ,  i t  d issolves the same within XI

days, br inging i t  to an uni- form water wi th i tsel f ,  even as the

Sal- t  has been before i ts coagulat ion.  In that  destruct ion and

dissolut ion appears the hugest blaclcress an ECLIPSE, and darkness
nf fho oqni ln that  ever was Seen. But in the exchalge thereof av5 vr lv vs!  vrr t

br ight gl i t ter ing whi teness appear ing, then the case is al tered,

and the dissolved f lu id water ish Sal t  turns into a Magnet;  for  in

that dissolut ion i t  lays hold on i ts own Spir i t ,  which is the

Spir i t  of  Mercury,  at t ract ing the same powerful ly l ike a Magnet,

hiding it r-rnder a form of a dry clear body, bringing the sarne

by way of uniting into a deep coagulation and firm fixedness by

means of  a cont i .nued f i re,  and the certain degrees thereof .

The King with the white crown being thus generated and by ex-

iccat ion of  a l l  humidi t ies being brought to a f ixed state,  then

is i t  nothing else,  but earth and water,  though the other Ele-

ments be hid therein insensibly;  however,  both these keep the

predominance, though the Spir i t  turn to earth,  and can never be

seen in a watery form, and this double new born body abides st i l l

in i ts Magnet ic qual i ty;  for  as soon as i ts departed SouI is res-

tored af ter  i ts whi te f ixat ion,  then l ike a Magnet i t  at t racts
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the same again,  uni tes wi th i t ,  then are they exal ted to their

highest t incture and RUBEDA, with a bright transparentness and
clar i ty.  Thus in br ief  you have a short  re lat ion of  Vi t r io ls,

Sulphur,  and Magnet.  Pray to God for grace, that  you may gon-
ceive r ight  of  i t ,  put  i t  then to good use, and be mindful  of
the poor and needy.

At the c losing I  annex this br ief ly,  to hold for th unto you

a natural  proof,  that  you present ly f l ing ared throw down the

SOPHISTER, and take his Scepter f rom him. Note,  that  f rom al l
metals,  especial ly f rom MARS ar ld VENUS, which are very hard and
almost f ixed metals,  of  each apart  carr  be made a VITRIOL; th is i r
the reduct ion of  a metal  into a Mineral ;  for  Minerals grow to
Metars,  and metals were at  f i rst  Mi.nerals,  and so Minerals are
PROXIMA MATERIA of  Meta]s,  but  not PRIMA; f rom these Vi t r io ls
rnay be made, other reduct ions ,  namely a Spir i t  is  drawn from ihen
by the vi r tue of  f i re.

This Spir i t  being dr iven over,  then there is again a red.uct ion
of a Mineral  into i ts Spir i tual  essence, and each Spir i t  in i ts
reduct ion keeps a Metal l ic  property;  but  th is spir i t  is  not  the
PRIMA MATERIA.

hlho is now so gross and absurd,  that  should not be able to con-
ceive iur ther and. bel ieve, that  by these reduct ions f rom one to
the other there be a way to PRIMA MATERTA, and at  rast  to the
seed i tsel f ,  b-oth of  Metals and Minerals;  though there be ho
necessi ty to destroy Metals,  because their  seed in the Minerals
is found openly f ixed.

0 good God, what do these ignorant men think,  is  not th is a
very easie,  and Chi ldrens l ike labour? The one 'cegets the other ,
and the one comes from the other,  is  there not bread baked of
cor ' t . I ,  upon dist inct ,works? But the wor ld is bl-nd, and wir l  be
Qn in rha anr l  of  i t ;  thus much at  th is t ime -  and nnmpi!  thee tovv v l tv v l lu

the protect ion of  the Highest.

End of  the Third part .
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THE FOURTH PART.

Part iculars of  the Seven Metals,  how they may be prepared with
*raf i  t
v!v!Jsa

First  of  the Sulphur of  SOL, whereby Lr.ma is t inged into good

Gold.

Take of  pure Go1d, which is three t imes cast through AI ' {TIMONY,

and of  wel l  purged I I IERCURY vive,  being prest  through leather,

six parts, make of it an AMAIEAIVIA, to the quantity of this Amal--

gama grind twice as much corunon Sulphur, let it evaporate on a

broad pan in a gent le heat rrnder a muff le,  st i r r ing i t  st iL l  we] I

wi th an i ron-hook, let  the f i re be moderate,  that  the matter do

not melt  together,  th is Gold calx must be brought to the colour

of  a May-Go1df lower,  then is i t  r ight ,  then take one part  of  Sair .

peter r  oo€ part  of  Sal  Armonic,  hal f  a part  of  gr ind.ed pebbles ,
draw a water from it. Note, this water must be drawn warily and

exact ly;  to draw i t  af ter  the common way wi l l  not  do i t ;  he thar

is used to Chynick preparat ions,  h low what he has to do; and note

you n:ust  have a strong stone retort  which must be coated, to hold

the Spir i ts c losely;  i ts  upper part  must have a pipe, upward of
haLf a spans length,  i ts  wideness must bear two f ingers breadth,

i t  must be set f i rst  in a dist i l l ing furnace, which must be open
above, that  the upper pipe may stand out direct ly,  apply a large

receiverr  lute i t  wel l ; Iet  your f i rst  f i re be gent le,  then in-
crease i t  that  the Retort  look glowing hot;  put  a spoonful  of  - th i r

ground matter in at  the pipe, c lose the pipe suddenly wirh a wer
c1out,  the Spi-r i ts come rushingly into the receiver;  ihese Spir i r :

being sett led,  then cary in another spoonl 'u l  in th is manner you
nr^nnoor l  + i r1 you have dist i l led al l .  At  last  g ive t ime to the
Spir i ts to be sett led,  to turre into water;  th is water is a hel l is i
d issolv ing strong one, which dissolves instant ly prepared Gold

calx,  ar id laminated Gold,  into a th ick solut ion,  of  which I  made



nent ion above in the th i rd part .  This is that  water,  which I

mentioned in my SECOND IGY, which dissolves not only GoJ.d but

brings it to volati l i ty, carryi-ng it over the hel-met whose AI{IMA

may afterward be drawn from its torn body. .
Note,  the Spir i t  of  conmon Sal t  ef fects the sarne, i f  drawn in

that manner, which I shal.l speak of afterward. If three parts

of  th is Sal t -Spir i t  be taken, and one part  of  SPIRfTUS NITRI,  i t

is  stronger than Sal  arrnonick watert  and is better,  because i t  is

not so corrosive,  d issolves Gold the sooner,  carr i .es i t  over the

helmet,  makes i t  volat i le and f i t  to part  wi th i ts Soul ;  you have
your choice to use which you think best, and may easi.er be pre-

pared thus: Take one part  of  the prepared Gold Calx,  and three
parts of  the water,  which you make choice of ,  put  i t  into a body,

lute a helmet to i t ,  set  i t  in war:n ashes, 1et i t  d issoJ-ve, that
which is not dissolved, pour three t imes as much water upon, that
al l  d issolve;  let  i t  coo1, separate the FECES, put the solut ion
into a body, lute a helmet to i t ,  let  i t  s tand in a gent le heat
day and night in BAINEO MARIE, if more FECES be settled, separate
then, digest them again in the BAINEO nine days and nights, then
abstract the water gently to SPISSITUDE, l ike unto an oiI in the
bottom; th is abstraeted water must be poured on that SPISSITUDE;
this must be iterated often, that it grow weary and weak; remember
to lute well at al. l t imes. To the oleity on the bottom pour fresh
water '  whieh was not yet  used, digest day and night f i rmly c losed,
then set it in a SAND CAPEI, disti l1 the water from it to a thi-ck-
ness; make the abstracted water warm, put i t  into a body, lute i t ,
abstract  i t ,  i terate th is work,  and make ar l  the Gold come over
the hefunet.

Noter 4t the next drawing always the fire must have one d.egree
more; the Gold being come over into the water,  abstract ' the water
gently from it in the BAINY to the oleity, set the glass into a
cold p1ace, there wi lJ-  shoot t ransparent crystalsr these are the
vitriol of Gold r pour the water from it, disti l- l- i t again into an
olei ty,  set  i t  by for  shoot ing,  more crystals wirr  shoot,  i terate

t  s l t
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i t  as long as any do shoot.  Dissolve these crystals in dist i l lec

water,  put  to i t  of  purged Mercury three t imes as much, shake i t

about, many colours wil l appear, an AIVIAICAIVIA falls to the ground,

the water clears up, evaporate the AivlAfGAivlA gently under a muffl<

st i r r ing i t  st i l l ,  wi th a wire ,  dt  last  you get a purple colourec

powder,  scar let  U-ke,. i t  d issolves in Vinegar into a blood-rednes
Extract its AI\IMA with prepared Spirit of Wine, mixed with the

Spir i t  of  common SaJ-t ,  entered together into a sweetness; th is

t i .ncture of  SOL is l ike a t ransparent RUBIE, leaving a whi te bodl

behind.

Note, that without infor:nation you cannot attain unto the Spiri

of  Sa1t,  i f  i t  be not sweet,  i t  has no extract ive power;  to the

attaining hereof,  observe these fol lowing manuals;  take good Soir

of  Sal t ,  dephlegmed exact ly,  dr iven forth,  in that  marrner,  3s you

sha1l hear arron.

Take one part  of  i t ,  add hal f  a part  to i t  of  the best Spir i t

of  wine, which must not have any phlegm, but must be a meer Sulph

of wine, and must be prepared in that  manner,  2s I  shal- l  te l I
you anon; lute a helmet to i t ,  draw i t  over strongly,  leave nothi-

behindt to the abstracted put more Spir i t  of  wine, draw i t  over,
somewhat stronger than you did the f i rst  t ime, weigh i t ,  put  a
third t ime more to i t ,  draw i t  over again,  wel l  luted, putr i f ie
this for  hal . f  a monthr or so long as i t  be sweet,  and i t  is  done
in Balney very gently; thus the Spirit of wine and Salt is pre-
pared, lost  i t  corrosi ty,  and is f i t  for  extract ing.

fake the Ruby-red prepared Gold powder,  put  of  th is prepared
Spirit of Salt and wine r so much that it stand two fingers breadt
over i t ,  set  i t  in a gent l .e heat,  the Spir i t  wi l l  be red t inged,
this red spir i t  must be canted of f ,  pour a new spir i t  on that
which remained on the bot 'bom, set ' i t  luted into a.  gent le heat,
1et i t  be t inged deeply,  then cant i t  of f ,  th is work must be
i terated, that  the body of  sOT, remain on the bottom r ike cAr,x
vr\rE, which keep, for  therein st icks yet  more of  the sal t  of  Gsld
which is ef fectual  in ways of  Medicine, &s shal l -  be shown anon.
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Those t inged Spir i ts put together,  abstract  them gent ly in

BAINEO, there wi l l  be lef t  a red subt i le powder in the bottom'

which is the t rue t incture AI{ IMATED, or Sulphur of  Gold,  dulc i f ie

i t  wi th d. ist i l led rain water,  i t  wi l - l  be very subt i l ,  tender,  and

fair .  Take this extracted Sulphur of  S0lr  4s you were taught 
'

and as much of Sulphur of MARS, as you shall hear anon, when I

t reat  of  MARS; gr ind them together,  put  in in a pure glassr ponr

on i t  so much of  Spir i t  of  Mercury,  let  i t  s tand over i t  two f in-

gers breadth,  that  the matter in i t  may be dissolved, see to i t

that  a l l  d i -ssolve into a Ruby-I lke Gold-water,  io int ly dr ive i t

over,  then is i t  one, artd were at  f i rst  of  one stem, keep i t  wel l ,

that nothing of it evaporate, put it to separated SILVER CAI,X'

being precipi tated with pure SaJ-t ,  and af terwards wel l  edulcorated

and dr i .ed,  f ix  i t  together i -n a f iery f ixat ion,  that  i t  subl i .me

no more; then take i t  for th and melt  i t  in a wind-oven, " l  et  i t

s t ream wel l ,  then you have r .mited Br ide and Br ide-groom, and

brought them into Gold of  a high d.egree: Be thankful  to God for

as long as you live.
T qhnrr ld rr iys fur ther d. i rect ion,  how this extracted soul  of

S0I '  should be further proceeded in,  ar td to make i t  potable,  which

mi.nisters great strength, and continued heal-th r.mto men. But it

belonging r . rnto Medicinals ,  I  delay i t  to that  p1ace, where further

ment i -on shal l  be nade of .

At the present I w111 speak only how the white SOLAR body shall

further be anatomized, and that by Art its MffiCURY VM, and its

SALT may be obtained. The process of  i t  is  thus:

Take the white body of SOL from which you have drawn its ANIMA,

reverberate i t  gent ly for  f  hour,  1et  i t  become corooreal ,  then
pour on i t  wel l  rect i f ied honey-water,  which is corrosive,  extracl

i ts Sal t  in a gent le heat,  i t  is  done in ten days space, che Sal t

being all extracted, abstract the water from it in BAI,NEO, edul-

corate the Sal t  wi th i terated dist i l l ihgs,  wi th corunon dist i l led

water,  c lar i f ie i t  wi th Spir i t  of  wine, then you have S0T, AURI,

of  whieh you shal l  hear more' in i ts due place, of  the good qual i t :



i t  has by way of Medicine upon man. 0n the remaining matter pour
Spir i t  of  TARTAR' of  which in arr .other place, b€cause i t  belongs
rrnto Medicinals;  d igest these for a months t ime, drJ.ve i t  through
a glass retort  into cold water,  then you have quick Mercury of
S01, many strive to get it, but i-n vain.

There is one mystery more in Nature, that the white SOLAR body
having once lost its ANIMA, trzy be tinged again,and brought to
be pure Gold,  which mystery is revealed to very few: r  shal- l  g ive

a hint of it, that you may not g:runble at me to have concealed
any point in the work.

I hope you have considered and taken to heart, what I have en-
tnrsted you withal about the Universal Stone of Philosophers in
my third part ,  namely how i t  rests meerly upon the white spir i t
of vitriol, and how that all three principles are for.md only in
this Spir i t ,  and how you are to proceed in,  and to br ing each into
i ts certain state and order.

Take the Philosophic SULPHIIR, which in order !s the second ori.n-
c ip le,  and is ertracted with the spir i t  of  MERCURy, pour i t  on
the white body of  the KrNc, digest i t  for  a month in a gent le
BALNEO, then f ix i t  in ashes, and at  ra-st  in sand, that  the brown
powder nnay appear,  then melt  i t  wi th a f ruxing powder made of
sATtlRN, then wil l i t be malleable and fair Gold , 3s it was for-
ner ly,  in colour and vir tue nothing defect ive.

But note,  the sal t  must not be taken from the sor,AR body, of
which r  made ment ion for:nerIy,  in a repi tat ion of  the xrr  K"y,
where you may read of it. There may be prepared yet in another
manner a transparent Vitriol, from Gold in the following manner.

Take good AQUA REGrs made with sal  armoniac,  one pound, rD EST,
dissolve four ounces of sAlMrAC in AeuAFoRT, then you have a
strong AQUA REGIS'  d ist i l l  and rect i f ie i t  of ten ove- the he'met,
let  no FECES stay behind, let  aLL that ascend.s be transoarent.
Then take thinry beaten Gold rolls, cast formerly through AI\Tr-
MONY, put them into a bodyr pour on i t  AQUA REGIS, let  i t  d issolve
as much as' i t  wi l l r  or  as you can d. issolve in i t ;  having dissol-ved
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all the Go1d., pour into some oi1 of TARTAR, or Salt of TARTAR'

dissolved in FOUNTAfN WATER, ti l l  i t begins to hiss, having done

hissing, then pour in agai-:e of the oil, do it so long that all

the dissolved Gold be fal len to the bottom, and nothing more of  i t

precipi tate,  and the AQUA REGIS clear up. This being done'  then

cant off the AQUA REGIS from the GoJ-d ca1x, edulcorate it with

common water,  e ight ,  tenr of  twelve t imes; the Gold ca] .x being

wel l  set t led,  cant of f  that  water,  and dry the Gold calx in the

air ,  where the Sr.m does not shine, do i t  not  over a f i re,  for  as

soon as i t  feels the least  heat i t  k indles 
'  

and great d.amage is

done, for it would fly away forei"bly, that no nan coul-d stay it.

This powder bei-ng ready also , then take strong Vinegar r pour it

orlr boil i t continually over the fire in a good quantity of Vine-

ga.T, sti l I stirring it, that it may not stick r.mto the bottom 
'

for XXIV hor.rs together, then the fulminating quality is taken

from it; be careful you d.o not endanger yourself; cant off that

Vinegar,  dulc i f i .e the powder,  and dry i t .  This powder may be

driven PER ALEMBICITiU without any corrosive, blood-red, transpar-

ent and fai.r, whieh is strange, and r.rrites wil l ingly with the

Spirit of wine, and by means of coagulation may be brought to a
SO1AR body.

Do not speak much of  i t  to the rnr lgar;  i f  you receive any benef i t

by and from my plain and open inforrnation, be thus minded, to keep

these myster ies secret  st i l l  to thy dying day, and make no show

of it, else thou art naked and lay open to the Devils temptations
in aJ.J. thy ways; therefore pray give attention to what I shall
tell thee, for I wiJ-J. impart r-mto thee this ARCANUM also, and
entrust  thee upon thy consci .ence with i t .

Take good Spir i t  of  wine being brought to the highest degree,
let faIl. into it some drops of Spirit ofTARTAR, then take thy
Go1d. powder,  put  to i t  three t i rnes as much of  the best and sub-
t i lest  eonmon f lowers of  sulphur,  gr ind these together,  set  i t  on
a f lat  pan under a MUFFL,E, give to i t  a gent le f i re ,  Iet  the Gold
powder be in a glowing heat, put it thus glowing into the Spirit
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of wine, cant off the Spirit of wine, dry the powder against a

heat' it wilJ. be porous. Being dried, then add to it again thre
parts of FT,,ORES SULPHURIS, let them evaporate under a MUFFT,E,

neal. the remaining powder in a strong heat, and put it in Spiri i ;

of  wine; i terate the work s ix t imes i  at  last  th is Gold powder

wiJ.l be so s soft and porous as firm butter, dry it gently, beca

i t  neals easi ly.  Then take a cbated body, which in i ts hi-nder
part  has a pipe, lute a helmet to i t ,  apply a reeeiver,  set  i t
freely 5-n a strong Capel, 1et your first f ire be gentle , then

increase i t ,  let  the body be almost in a glowing heat,  then put

in the softened wel l  dr ied Gold powder,  being made warm, behind
at the hol low pipe, shoot i t  in nirnbly,  there come instant ly red
drops into the helmet,  keep the f i re in th is degree so long, t i ] .
nothing more ascends, and no more drops falJ-  into the receiver.
Note,  in the receiver there must be of  the best Spir i t  of  Wine,.
into which the drops of  Gold are to fa l l ,

Then take this Spir i t  of  wine, into which the Gold drops did
fal l r  put  i t  in a pel l ! -can, seal  i t  Hermet ic,  c i rcul-ate i t  for
a month,  i t  turres then to a blood-red stone, whi-ch melts in the
fire l ike wax; beat it srnallr grind arnong it LUNAR cAr,x, mert
them together in a strong pot,  being growr ' r  cord,  Fut i t  in AQUA
FORT, there precipi tates a black calx;  melt  i t ,  then you f ind
much good Goldr ds the Gold powder and spir i t  of  wine together
with the noyety, and the added LIJNAR cAtx did weigh, but one
moyety of the l itNAR cAlx i.s not t inged, the other is as good as
i t  was to be used. r f  you hi . t  th is r ight ly,  then be thankfut  to
God; i f  not ,  do not brame me, r  could not make i t  p la iner unto
thee.

Now if you wil l make this Vitriol, then tal<e the powd.er formerl
rnade, boi led in v inegar,  pour on i t  good spir i t  of  common sal- ;  ,
n ingled with sal t  peter water,  and the spir i t  of  sart  of  Ni ter ,
thi.s Salt peter water i.s mader &s AQUA TARTARI is made with Salt-
peter;  Gold is dj-ssolved in th is water;  which being done, then
abstract  the water to a th ic laeess, set  i t  in a cel lar ,  then there
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shoots a pure Vitriol of SOL, the water whj.ch stays with the

Vitriol must be canted off, distiI l  i t again to a SPISSITUDE,

set i t  in the ce11ar,  more of  the Vi t r io l  wi l ] .  shoot,  i terate
this work as long as any vitriol shoots. rf you are minded to
make the Philosophers Stone out of S0LAR VIIRIOIT 8s some phan-
tastic men endeavorrr in that wdyr then be first acquainted and

ask counsel of thy purse, a:1d prepare ten or twelve pounds of

this VITRIOI, then you may perfor:n the work very wellr and the

HUNGARIAI{ vitriol, and others digged out of mines will permit

thee to do it. You may erbract from this VitrioL also its Sul-

phur and Salt, w5.th Spirit of wine, which being al.l ea-oie work,

i t  is  needless to descr ibe i t ,
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Nolll F01t0l'Is THE PARTICULAR 0F LUNA, Ai{D 0F THE E}rrRACTroN 0F rrs
SUT,PHUR AI\D SAI,T

Take of CALX VIVE, and common Salt and neal them together in a

wind-oven, then extract the Salt purely from the CAIX with walrn

water, coagulate it againr put to it an equal quantity of new

calx,  neal  i t ,  extract  the sal t  f rom i t ,  i terate i t  three t imes,

then is the Salt prepared.

Then take the prepared LUNAR CAIX, stratif ie the calx with pre-

pared Salt in a glass vio1, pour strong-water on it, made of equa'r

quantit ies of VIIRIOL and SAIT PETER, abstract the AQUA FORT from

it ,  i terated a th i rd t ime, 4t  last  dr ive i t  strongly '  let  the

matter wel l  melt  in the glass,  then take i t  for th '  your LUNA is

transparent and blueish, like r.mto an ULTRAIVIARINE. Having brough."-

IUNA thus far,  then pour on i t  strong dist i l led Vinegar,  set  i t  in

a warm place, the Vinegar is t inged with a t rar tsparent blue, I  j .ke

a SAPHIRE, and attracts the tincture of LUNA, being separated from

the Sal t ,  a l l  which comes from LUNA goes again into the Vinegar,

which must be done by EDULCORATION, then you wil l f ind the SULPIIUF

of LUNA fair anC c1ear. Take cne part of this SULPHUR of LUNA,

one hal- f  part  of  the'extracted SULPHUR of SOl,  s ix parts of  the

Spir i t  of  IVIERCURY, jo in al l  these in a body, lute i t  wel l  ,  set  i t
in a gent le heat,  in digest ion,  that  l iquor wi l l  turn to a red
brown colour; having aJ.J. driven over the helmet, and nothing stanc
in the botton, then pour it on the rnatter remaining of the Si-lver
you drew the sulphur f rom, lute i t  welL,  set  i t  in ashes ior  to
coagulate 

' 
and to fix it XI days and n!-ghts , or when you see the

LUNAR body be quite fuy, brown and nothing of it does any more
rise r or fune, then urelt it quickly with a sudd,en flux fire before
the blast '  cast  i t  for th,  then you transmuted the whole substance
of Si lver into the best most mal leable Gold. .

0f  th is PARTICULAR of Si lver,  I  have made ment ion in ano'bher
place, namery i .n the repi tat ion of  my xrr  Keys ,  where r  wrote
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that the Spirit of Salt also car, d.estroy LUNAr so that a potable

IIJNA can be made of it r of which POTABIE LUNA in the last part

rnentioned. shall be made of . You must note, that further must

be proceeded with IUNA, and a more exact AI\ATOlvff must be made

upon Lr.ma; thus; I4lhen you percei-ve that the SULPHUR of LUNA is

wholly extracted, and the Vinegar takes no more tincture from he:

nor the Vinegar does taste anlrmore of Salt, then dry the remaini:

CAIX of  Si lver,  put  i t  into a glass,  pour on i t  CORROSIVE honey

water,  as you did to the Gold,  vet  i t  must be clear,  and without

any FECES, set it in a warnth for four or f j-ve days, extract lUN,

SALT, which you may pereeive, when the water grows white. The

SaJ-t being al-l out of it, then abstract the honey water, EDULCOR.

ATE the corrosiveness by dist i l l ing,  and clar i f ie the Sal t  wi th

Spirit of wi.ne, the remaining matter must be EDULCORATED and dri,
pour upon it Spirit of TARTAR, digest it for half a month, then
proceed as you did wi th the Gold,  then you have MERCURY of LUNA.
The said SaJ-t of LIINA has excell-ent virtues upon mans body, of

which I  shal- I  speak in another pIace. The ef f icacy of  i ts  Sal t
and Sulphur may be learned by this following process.

lake of the siqg-coloured Sulphur, which you extracted from LUNI
and is rect i f ied wi th spir i t  of  wine, p-ut  i t  in a glass ,  Dour on
it twj.ce as much of Spirit of MERCURY, whi.ch is made of the white
Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l ,  as you have heard in the same place. In l ike
manner take of the extracted and clarif ied Salt of Sil_ver, put
to it three times as much of spirit of MERCURY, lute well- both
glasses, set them into a gentle bal.reey for eight days and nights
look to it that the Sulphur and salt loose nothing, but keep the:
quantity as they were driven out of the silver. Having stood
these eight days and nights, then put them together into a glass
seel  i t  HERMETrcArr. ,Y,  set  i t  in gent le ashes, let  a l l  be dissolvr
and let it be brought again i-nto a clear and white COAGULATION,
at last  f ix  them by the degrees of  f i - re,  then the matter wir l  be
as white as snow, thus you have the white t incture,  which wi th
the vOr,ATrr,E di-ssol-ved Al{rMA of sOL you may arr.j-mate, fix, bring
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to the deepest redness, EUrd at last FERMENI, Errd AUGilIH{S the same
in rNFrNrflrur the spirit of Mercury being add,ed, therer.pto, And
note, that uBon Gold a process is to be ord,ered., with its sul-
phur and Salt.

If you understand how their PRIMIIM MOBII,E is to be heown,then
is it needless in this manner, and, now to that purpose to d.estroy
Metals, but you nay prepare everythj.ng fromr oT of their fi.rst
essencer and bring then to their full perfecti.on.
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0F TIIE PARTICUI,AR 0F MARS, ToGETHER WITH THE EXTRACIIoN 0F ITS

AI{]MA AI{D SALT

Take of red Vitriol oiI, or oil of Sulphur one part and two
parts of  ordinary wel l -waterr  put  those together,  d issol-ve therein
f i l ings of  Steel ,  th is dissolut ion must be f i l tered being warmed,

1et it gently evaporate a third part of it, then set the glass in
a cool  p lace, there wi l l  shoot crystals as sweet as sugar,  which

is the true VITRIOL of I/IARS, cant off that water, Iet it evaporate

more ,  set  i t  aga5.n i .n a cold plaee, more crystals wi l l  shoot,

neal them gently r-mder a muffle, stirring sti l1 with an iron-
wire, then you get a fair purple coloured powderr on this powder

cast disti l led vinegar, extract the Al{r}/ lA of MARS in a gentre
balney, abstract agai.n the Vinegar, and DUICORATE the AI{IMA.

This is the ANIMA of MARS, which being added to the Spir i t  of
MEncuRY, and r.mited with the AI{rMA of sor,, t inges Lr.ma into sol,
as you heard about the Go1d.

-  
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OF THE PARTICUI,AR OF VENUS, WHAT MYSTERIES THERE A3E }TID THEREIN

AT{D THE EXTRACT]ON OF ITS SULPHUR AI\D SAIT

Take as much of  VENUS as you wi l1,  and make VITRIOL of  i t ,  af t

the usual  and conmon pract ice;  or  take good Verdigreece, sold in

shops, i t  ef fects the sane, gr ind i t  smal l ,  pour on i t  good dis-

t i l led Vinegar,  set  i t  in a warrnth,  the Vinegar wi l l  be t rans-

parent green, cant i t  of f ,  pour on the remaining matter on the

bottom new Vinegar,  i terate th is work as long as the Vinegar tak

on any t incture,  and the matter of  the Verdigreece on the bottom

l ies very black;  put the t inged Vinegar together,  d ist i l l  the

Vinegar f rom i t  to a dr lmess, else a black Vi t r io l  wi l l  shoot,

thus you get a pur i f ied Verdigreece, gr ind i t  smalI ,  pour on i t

the ju ice of  immature grapes ,  let  i t  s tand in a geni ]  e heat r  -Eh' i  .
juice makes a transparent t incture as green as a SMA-RAGED and

attracts the red t incture of  VENUS, which af f  ords an excel ' l  en-t

colour for  pai .nters,  l imners,  and others for  their  several-  uses.
When the ju ice extracts no more of  the t incture, then put ai t

the extract ions together,  abstract  the moyety of  th is ju ice gent.
set  i t  into a cool  p1ace, there shoots a vel 'y  fa i r  Yi t r io l -  ,  i f
you have enough of  that ,  then you have matter enough, to REDUCE
the same, and to nake of  i t  the phi losophers Stone, in case you
should make a doubt to perform this great mystery by any other
Vi t r io l .

0f this preparation I have spoken already PARABOLICLY in the
book of  the IGYS ,  in the Chapter of  the Wine-Vinegar,  where I
said,  that  the common AZOTl i  is  not the matter of  our stone, but
our AZOTHT or MATERIA PRIMA is extracted with the common AZOTH,
and with the wine, which is the out-prest  ju ice of  r - r :er ipe GRAFES
and with other waters also must be prepared, these are the waterr
wherewith the body of  YEi ' {us must be broken, and be made into
Vi t r^ i  n ' l  wh i  nh l rnt l  'nrrqt  nhqonrro rroFlr  r r ro ' l  I  th cn . \ r .11I  rn2rr  iy .oor rvr4v+t yvl ! !v l r  
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yourselves f rom many troubles and perplexi t ies.



But espeei.ally note, that the way of the uNrvERSAr, with this
vi t r io l  is  r .mderstood in the same manner,  and is thus condi t ioned,
as r told you in the third part of the uNrvERSAr-,, and pointed
at the common HUNGARTAN VITRIOI,, and even as well out of MARS,
put PARIICULARITER to be dealt upon with VENUS. Therefore lcrow,
that i t  may be done with great prof i t ,  i f  you dr ive for th the
red oi l  of  v i t r io l ,  and dissorve MARS in i t .  And crystalr i -se
the solut ion as you were told,  when r  t reated of  MARS. For th is
dissolution and coagulation VENUS and MARS are r,mited, this Vit-
riol must be nealed under a muffle into a pure red powder, and
must be extracted further wi th dist i l led Vinegar,  as long as there
is any redness in i t ,  then you get the ANIMA of MARS, and of
VENUS doubled, of  th is doubled vir tue af ter  the addi- t ion of  the
AI\rMA of SOt, which you made in the before quoted quantity take
twiee as much of SIf,vER cAlx, and fix itr &s you heard. when r
spoke of the PARTICULAR of MARS and SOL.

But note,  that  there must be twice as much of  the spir i t  of
MERCURY, then there was allowed in that pIace, but in the rest
the process is al ike.  The Sal t  of  VENUS nust be extracted when the
juice takes no more of  the green t incture,  then take the remain-
ing matter,  dry i t r  pour honey water upon i t ,  then that sal t  goes
in that  heat for  f iver or s ix days, and clar i f ie i t  wi th Spir i t
of  wine, then is the Sal t  ready for your Medicine.
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0F fHE PARTICUT,AR 0F SATUzu{, ToGETHER WITH THE EXTRACTIoN 0F rrs

SOUI Ai.iD SAIT.

Most nen hold and corrnt SATURN an unworthy and mean Meta'l , ano

is abused most basely in several-  eqoedi t ions,  whereas, i f  ]crown

in i ts interreals,  more laudable exploi ts would be performed with

i t ,  and many excel lent  Medicines be orepared of  i - t .  Being i t  is

my intenti-on to put an Elucidation to my former writ ings, to leav

i t  af ter  me for a legacy rrnto poster i ty,  that  s imple men of  ordin

arxr capaci.ty might hrow and conceive also of the things I formerl

wrote of ,  which af ter  the resurrect ion of  my f lesh mysel f  shalL

bear record unto,  that  I  have wri t ten more than was meet,  whi-ch

others before me have purposely concealed; i t  being my purpose

to declare flmdamentally all such particulars , which formerl y

at  large I  d iscor.rsed of  in a Phi losophic manner,  thus;  that  thrs

my Declarat i .on made in my decrepi te age be noted consci-onabry by

those into whose hands i t  comes, that  th is my Revelat ion,  which i

Gods provi-dence wi l l  be disposed of  ,  to be a larnp of  t ruth unto

al l  the wor ld,  may not be imparted r :nto men unworthy of  Gods

myster ies,  which aclcrowledge not the Creator of  them in a pure

and hu-nble and penitent heart, perservering conversation, amd a

fervent purpose to incl ine towards him. This present wr i t ing I

leave as a precious badge with an earnest proviso,  that  men would

look and observe careful ly every let ter  contained in th is,  and

other of my writ ings, which in all f idelity I hold forth r.m.to the
And begin now with SATURN, who in all probabirity after ASTRO-
NOMfCK rules is the highest and chiefest Lord in the COELESTIAI

spheres, by whose influence the SUBTERRAI\EAN SATURI\ has its l i f e

and coaorr lat ion,  putt ing that biack colour on i t ,  the rest  f rom
the best to the worst  fo l1ow after,  whose splendour en] ightens
that whole fir:nament , and is incorruptible.

T <hnrr l r l  enssf t  something of  SATURNS NATIVITY, f rom whence he
takes his of f -spr ing,  but in th is place I  do not hold i t  re-rr is i t
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(being there has been ment ion of  i t  in several  p laces in my other

books) because i t  is  to no purpose for novices,  and to repeat al l ,

would inerease the volume, which I  do not intend'  purposing only

to elucidate such things, which for-nerly have been deli.vered in

obscure terms.

Note,  SATURN i-s not to be thus s l ighted by reason of  i ts  exter-

na1 despicable for :n,  i f  he be wrought in a due process af ter  the

Phi losophers way, he is able to requi te al l  the pains the Art-

seeking labourers bestow on him, and wil l acicrowledge hirn rather

to be the lord,  and not the Servent;  a Lords honour is due r-nto

hi-m, not only in respect of  mans heal th,  but  in respect also of

mel iorat ing of  Metals;  the preparat ion of  i t  is  thus:

Take red Minium, or Ceruse, these are of  several  worths'  the

one is better before the other,  according to their  several  exam-

inat ions,  those that are sold in shops are seldome pure,  wi thout

thei-r  due addi t ionals;  my advise is,  that  every Art ist  undertake

hj-msel f  the destruct ion of  SATURN, the process of  i t  is  several ,

of  the best I  g ive th is hint :
Take pure Lead, which y ie lds to the hammer,  as much as you please

la.minate i t  th in ly,  the th inner the better,  hang these lamins,

in a large glass f i l led wi th strong Vinegar,  in which is dissolved

a l ike quant i ty of  the best Sal  Armoniac,  subl imed thr ice wi th

common Sal t ,  stop the glasses mouth very c losely,  that  nothing
evaporate,  set  the glass in ashes of  a gent le heat,  otherwise
the Spirits of the Vi-negar and SaI Arrnoniac ascend, and touch the
Saturnal lamj.ns, dt the tenthror twelfth day you wil l spy a sub-
t i le Ceruse hanging on these lamins,  brush them off  wi th a hares-
foot,  Bo ohr get enough of  th is Ceruse, provided, you buy good
wares, i f  sophist icated, Vou labour i .n vain.  Take a quant i ty
of  i t ,  i f  you please, put i t  in a body, pour strong Vineg.rr  on i t ,
which several  t j :nes has been rect i . f ied,  and was fort i f ied at  the
last rectif icatj.on with a sixteenth part of Spirit of rrr. lgar

Sa1t,  dephlegmed, and drawn over;  stop the body wel1r or which is
better,  lute a bl ind-head to i t ,  set  the body in ashes to be

J-oo.



digested, swing i t  of ten about,  in afew days the Vinegar begins

to I  ook vel  I  ow and sweet,  at  the f i rst ,  i terate i t  a th i rd t ime,

i t  is  suf f ie ient .  The remnant of  the Ceruse stays in the BODIES

bottom unshapely,  f i l ter  the t inged Vinegar c lear ly,  that  is  of  a

transparent yel lowness; put al l  the t inged Vinegar together,  4b-

stract  two parts of  i t  in BALNEQ MARIE let  the th i rd part  stay

behind, th is th i rd t ime part  is  of  a reasonable RUBEDA, set  the

glass in a very eold water then the Crystals wi l l  shoot the sooner 
'

being shot,  take them out,  wi th a wooden spoonr lay them on a

paper for  to dry,  these are as sweet as Sugar,  ar td are of  great

energ:y against  inf lamed symptoms; abstract  the Vinegar fur ther

in BALNEO, in which the Crystals did shoot,  set  that  d ist i l lat ion

aside, for  the shoot ing of  more Crystals,  and proceed with these

as you did formerly.

Now take al l  these Crystals together,  they in their  appearance

are l ike unto elar i f ied Sugarr  or Sal tpeter,  beat them in a Mor-

tar of  GlaSs,or I ronr or gr ind them on a Marble unto an unpal-

pableness, reverberate i t  in a gent le heat,  to a blood l ike red-

ness; provided, they do not turn to a blaclcress.  Having them

in a Scar let  colour,  put  them in a glass r  pour on a good Spir i t

of  JI INIPER, abstrai ted f rom i ts oi l  ,  and is rect i f ied several

t imes into a fa i r ,  whi te,  br ight  mannerr lute the glass above,

set i t  in a gent le heat,  1et  the Spir i t  of  Juniper be t inged rv i th

a t ransparent redness l ike blood, then eant of f  neat ly f rom the

FECES into a pure glass;  wi th that  proviso,  that  no impure thing

run therewith,  on the FECES pour other Spir i t  of  Juniper,  extract
st i l l  r  ?s long as any Spir i t  takes the t incture;  keep these FECE.S,
they contain Sal t .

Take al l  these t inged spir i ts together,  f i l ter  them, abstract

uhem gent ly in BAINEO, there remains in the 'bot tom a neat Ca'nat-
ion powder,  which is the Al{ I I / lA of  SATIIRN, pour on i t  ra inwater,
of ten dist i l led,  d ist i l l  i t  s t rongly several  t imes, to get of f
that ,  which stayed with the spir i t  of  Juniper,  and so this sub-
t i le powder wi l l  be eduleorated del icately;  keep i t  in a strong
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boi l ing,  cant i t  of f ,  then let  i t  go of f  neat ly,  let  i t  dry gent l
for  safetys sake, reverberate i t  again gent ly for  i ts  better
exiccat i -on,  let  a l l  inpur i ty evaporate,  let  i t  grow cold,  put  i t
in a v io l ,  put  twice as much of  Spir i t  of  Mercury to i t ,  which I

told you of in the third part of the UNMRSAI, entrusted you

upon your conscience with i t ,  seal  i t  HERMETIC, set  i t  in a vap-

ourous bath'  which I  prescr ibed at  the preparat ion of  the Spir i t

of  Mercury,  cal led the Phi losophers FIMUS EQUINUS, let  i t  s tand

in the Mystical f irrnace for a month, then the AI{IMA of SATURN
closes dai ly wi th the Spir i t  of  Mercury,  and both become unsepar-
able, making up a fair transparent deeply ti-nged red oiI; Look
to the government of  the f i re,  be not to high with i t ,  e lse you
put the Spir i t  of  Mercury as a volat i le spir i t  to betake hi-msel f
to his wings, forc i -ng him to the breaking of  the glass;  but i f
these be wel l  uni ted,  then no such fear look for ,  for  one nature
embraces and upholds the o ther.

Then take this oi l ,  or  d issolved ANIMA of SATURN out of  the
vio1, i t  is  of  a gal lant  f ragrancy, put i t  into a body, apply a
helmet to i t ,  lute i t  wel1,  dr ive i t  over,  then soul  and spir i t
is  r . rn i . ted together,  and f i t  to t ransmute Mercury precipi tated intc
SOL.

Tho nnanihi ' tat ion of  Mercury is done thus; take one part  ofvv+!r4

the Spir i t  of  Sal t  of  Nater,  and three parts of  Oi l -  of  Vi t r io l r
put  these together,  cast  into i t  haLf a part  of  quick Mercury,
being very wel-l purged, set it in sand , put a reasonable strong
f i re to i t ,  so that  the spir i ts may not f ry away, let  i t  s tand
a whole day and night,  then abstract  a l l  the spir i ts,  then you
f ind in the bottom a precipi tated. Mercury,  somewhat red, pour
the spir i ts on again,  let  i t  s tand day and night,  abstract  i t
again,  then your precipi tate wi l l  be more t 'ed than at  f i rstr  pour
i t  a th i rd t ime upon i t ,  then abstract  strongly,  then your pre-
cipi tate is at  the highest RUBEDO, dulc i f ie i t  wi th d. ist i l led
water,  let  i t  s t rongly be exiccated. Then take two parts of  th is
precipi tated Mercuryr on€ part  of  the dissolved saturnal  o i I ,
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put these together,  set  i t  in ashesr let  a l l  be f ixed, not one

drop must st ick any where to the glass.  Then i t  must be melted

with due addi- t ionals of  lead; they c lose together,  af ford Gold '

which afterward at the casting through AI,ITIMONY may be exal.teC.

I have infor:ned you hereof where I treated of MERCUR.Y VIVE.

But note,  that  Mercury must not be precipi tated, urt less wi th

pure oi1 of  VITRIOL, or oi I  of  VENUS, wi th the addi t ion of  the

Spir i t  of  Sal t  Ni ter :  A1bei t  such Mercury car l r tot  be brought to

i ts highest f ixat ion,  bV way of  precipi tat ing,  but i ts f ixed coa

ulation is for-md in SATURNT 8s you heard.

Beat the above said Mercury smal l ,  gr ind i t  on a stone, put

i t  in a v io l  r  porr t r  on i t  the dist i l led Saturnal  o i l  ,  i t  enters

instant ly,  i f  so be you proceed r ight  in the precipi 'bat ion,  seal

the v io1, Hermet ical ly,  f ix  i t  in ashes, 4t  last  in sand, to i ts

highest f ixat ion, . then you have bound Mercury wi th a t rue heot,

and brought him into a f ixed coagulat ion,  which brought i is  fonn

and substance into a mel iorat ion,  wi- th an abr.rndance of  r i  ches ,
i f  you carry i t  on a whi te precipi tate,  then you get onl-y s i lver

which holds but l i t t le of  Gold.

One thing I  must te l1 thee about th is process, that  there is y

a better way to deal  upon SATURN, wi th more prof i t ,  that  you may

not have any cause to complain against  my not declar ing i t ,  take

i t  thus;  take two parts of  the above said dissolved oi l ,  or  of

the SATURNAL Soul r orre part of ASTRUM SOLIS, and of AIIITIMONIAI

SULPHIIR, whose preparat ion fo l lows af terwards, two parts,  hal f  a

mueh of  SALT of  iUARS r 4s al-1 these are,  weigh them together,  put

a1l-  into a glass v ia l ,  let  the th i rd part  of  i t  be empty,  sei  i t

in togehter to be f ixed, then the Sal t  of  MA-RS, opens in th is

compor.md, is fer :nented by i t ,  and the matter begins to inc ' l ine I
a bl .aclaeess, for  ten r  or  twelve days i t  is  ecl ipsed, therr  the
sal t  returns to i ts coagulat i -on,  laying hold in i ts operat ion
on the whole compound, coagulate i t  f i rst  into a deep brown mass
let  i t  s tand thus r-mst i - r red in a cont inued heat,  i t  turns to a

blood red body, encrease the f i re,  that  you may see the ASTRUil i
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S01IS to be predominant,  which appears in a greenish colour,  l ike

unto a rainbow; keep this f i re cont inual ly,  let  a l l -  these colours
vanish'  i t  turns to a t ransparent red stone very ponderous, need-
less to be projected on Mercury,  but  t inges af ter  i ts perfect ion,

and fixation all white Metals into the purest Gold. Then take

of the prepared f j -xed red stoner or of  the powder one part ,  and
four parts of  any of  the whi te Metal ,  f inst  let  the Metal  melt
hal f  an hour,  and 1et i t  be wel l  c lar i f i -ed,  then project  the pow-
d.er upon i t ,  let  i t  dr ive weII ,  and see that i t  be entered into
the Metal ,  and the Metal  begin to congeal ,  then is i t  t ransmuted
into Go1d, beat the pot in pieees, take i t  out ,  i f  i t  has any
slacks,  dr ive them with saturn,  then is i t  pure and ma1leable.
If you caryy it on LUNA, then put more of the powd.er to it then
you do upon JuPrrER and SATURNT ?s half an ounce of the powder
t inges f ive ounces of  LUNA into sor, ,  let  th is be a miracle,  fool
not thy Soul with imparting this mystery r.mto others, that are
unworthy of it. Proceed with SAI,T of SAIURNT a.s you were i-nformed.
about MARS and VENUS, only disti l l-ed Vinegar performs that, which
honey water did by the other,  and clar i f ie i t  wi th Spir i t  of ,  Wine.
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OF THE PARTICUT,AR OF JUPIgER, TOGETHER WITH THE EXTRACTION OF IT;

ANIMA Ai\D SAIT .

Take Prrnice-stones, sold in shops, neal  them, quench them in

old good wine, neal them a€ain, artd queneh them as you did for-

merly,  let  th is neal ing be i terated a th i rd t ime'  the stronger

the wine is you quench withal ,  the better i t  is ,  af ter  thai ;  dry

them gently, thus are they prepared for that purpose. Pulveri-ze

these h.rmice-stones subt i l ly ,  then take good Tjn,  laminate i t ,

strati.fie it in a cementi-ng way in a reverberating furreace, rever

berate this natter for f ive days and nights in a flaming fire,

it draws the tincture of the metal, then gpind it small, f irst

scraping the Tin-lamins, put it in a glass body, pour on it good

dist i l led Vinegar,  set  i t  in digest ion,  the Vinegar draws the

tinctrrre, which is red-yellow, abstract this Vinegar in BALi\EO'

edulcorate the ANIMA of Jupi ter  wi th dist i l led water,  exiecate

gentlyr Ffoceed in the rest as you did with the AI{IMA of SATURN,

viz. ,  d issolve radi-cal ly in,  or  wi th the Spir i t  of  MERCURY' c i r ive

them overr  pour that  upon two parts of  red MERCURY precioi tated,

being precipi-tated with this VH'IEREAI\I sanguine qualityl thetr coag

ulate and fix; if done successfully, you may aciarowledge JUPITERS

bor.rnty, that gave leave to transmute this precipitate into Gold

whieh wilJ. be apparent at their melting, it perfor:ns this also,

it transmutes ten parts of IUNA into Gold, if other SULPHURS be

added therer.rnto; force no more on JIIPITER, its alL he is able to

do, being of  a peaceable disposi t ion,  he told al l  what he could

do. The process about th j -s Sal t ,  is ,  to extract  i t  wi th dist i l le

rain-water, clarif ied with Spirit of wi-ne.
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0F THE PARTICUTAR 0F MIRCURY VIIE, At{D 0F ITS SUTPHUR Al{D SAIT.

Take of  quick IUERCURY, subl imed seven t imes, LIB. SEMIS, gr ind

i-t very small r pour on it a good quantity of sharp Vi-negar 
' 

boiJ.

it on the fire for an hor.rr or upward, stirring the matter with a

wooden spatule,  take i t  f rom the f i re,  let  i t  be col-d,  the Mer-

cury set t l -es to the bottom, and the Vinegar c lears up; i f  i t  be

slow in the clearing, let some drops of Spirit of VITRIOL fall in

the Vineg&rr i t  does preci-pi tate the other,  for  VITRIOL precipi- t -

ates MERCURY VI\E, SALT of TARTAR precipitates SOL, VENUS and

conmon Salt, does precipitate LUNA, and MARS d.oes the l ike to

VENUS, a I fXIVIUM of Beech-ashes does i t  to VITRIOL, and VINEGAR

is for conmon Sulphur, and MARS for TARTAR, and SAITPETER for

AIff iIMONY. Cant off the Vinegar from the precipitate r Vou wil l
f ind the MERCURY like a pure washed sandr pour on it Vinegar,

i terate th is work a th i rd t ime, then edulcorate the matter,  let  i t

dry gently.

Take two ounces of ANIMA of MARS' oo€ ounce of ANIMA of SATURI{,

one ounce of ANIMA of JUPITER, dissolve these in six or.mces of
Mffi,CURIAI Spirit, J.et all be dissolved, then drive it over, leave
nothing behind, it wil l be a Golden water, l ike a transparent
d.issolution of S0T,, your prepared. and edulcorated MERCURY must be
wanmed in a strong violr pollr this warmed water gently on it, a
t issing wi l l  be,  stop the v io l ,  then the t iss ing is gone; then
seal it IIERMETICE, set it i-n a gentle Bal:rey, i.:r ten days the
IiIERCURY is dissolved into a grass green oi1, set the viol in ashes
for a day and night, nrle your fire gently, this green colour
turns into a yellow oil, in this colour is hid the RUBEDO, keep
it in th€ fire, and r.mtiI the matter turn to a yeIIow powd.er, l ike
unto Orpiment; when no more comes over, then set the glass in sa4d.
for a day and a night, give a strong fire to it, let the fairest
Ruby-RUBEDO appear, melt it to a fixedrress with a fluxing powder
made of SATIJRN, it comes now to a malleableness r orr€ porrnd of it
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contains two ounces of good. Goldr 4s deepr &S ever Nature produc

arry. Remember the poor, do not precipitate thyself into a.tlt infe

nal. abyess, by forgetting thyself ih not doing the duties you

ought to perfor:n in regard of the blessing.

At{ olt MA-DE 0F MERCTIRY, AI\D rrs SAIT .

Talce quick Mercr:ry, being often sublimed, and rectif ied with

CALX VIIE, put it in a body, dissolve it in a heat, in strong

NIIROUS water, abstract the water from it, the corrosiveness whi

stays there, must be extracted with good Vinegar, well boiled in

it; at last abstract this Vinegar, the remainder of it must be

dulcif ied with disti l led water, and then exiccated.

Mterward on each por.md must be poured LIB. 1. , of the best

Spir i t  of  wine, let  i t  s tand luted in putrefact ion,  then dr ive

over what nay be driven, f irst gently, then more strongly, from

that whj-ch is come over, abstract the Spirit of wine PER BALNEUM
there stays behind a fragrant oiI, which is ASIRUM MERCURII , ai:r

excelJ.ent remedy against venereal diseases.
Seeing the SAIT and ASTRUM of Mercury is of the salne Medicinal

operat ion,  I  hold i t  needless to wr i te of  each part icular,  and

wiJ.J. join their operations into one, and declare of it in the la
part about the Salt of Mercury, because they are of one effect i
Medicinal operations. Take the rnade oiI, or ASTRUM MERCURII,
which by reason of its great heat keeps its own body in a perpet

ual- running, casting it on the next standing earth, from which y
fotmerJ.y drew the oil. Set it in a heat, the oi1 draws its own
salt; that being d.one, put to it a reasonable quantity of Spirit

of  wine, abstract  i t  again,  the Sal t  stays behind.,  d issolved in
the fresh Spir i t  of  wine, being dulc i f ied by cohobat ion;  then is
the IVIERCURIAL SALT ready, ar,d prepared for the Mediciner 2s shaL
be ment i .oned in the last  part .

MERCIIRY is-abJ-e to 'do no more, nei ther PARTICULARITER, nor UNI
vERsAlrTR, because he is far off from PHIT,OSOPHERS MERCURY, alt
ough many are deceived in their fancies to the contrary.
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OF THE PARTICUTAR OF AI{TIMONY, TOGETHER WITH TI{E EXTRACTION OF ITS

SUIPHIIR AND SAIT

Take good HUNGARIAT{ Antimony, pulverise it subtiJ.ly to 91 me41,

ca1cine it over a gentle heat, stirzing it sti l l  with an iron

wire,  and 1et i t  be albi f ied,  and that at  last  i t  may be able to

hold out in a strong f i re.  Then put i t  into a melt ing pot,  melt

i t ,  cast  i t  for th,  turn i t  to a t ransparent glass,  beat that  g lass

grind it subti11y, put it in a glass body of a broad flat bottom,

pour on it disti l led Vinegar, Iet it stand luted in a gentle heat

for a good whi1e, the Vinegar extracts the Antimonial t incture,

which is of  a deep redness, abstract  the Vinegar,  there remains

a sweet yelJ-ow powder,  which must be edulcorated with dist i l led
water,  a lJ.  acidi ty must be taken of f ,  exiccate i t ;  pour on i t  the

best graduated Spirit of wine, set it in a gentle heatr you have

a new extraction, which is fair and yelIow, cant it off, pour on

other Spirit, J-et it extract as J-ong as it can, then abstract the
Spir i t  of  wine, exiccate,  you f ind a tender yel Iow subt i le porvder

of an adrnirable l{edicinal operation, is nothing inf erior unto
potable 50L,.

Take two parts of this powderr on€ part of SOLAR SUIPHUR, grind
these smal.J., then take three parts of SULPIIUR of MARS r pour on it
s ix parts of  SPIRIT of  MERCURY, set  i t  in di .gest ion wel l  luted,
let the SUIPHUR of IVIARS be dissolved total1y, then carry in a
fourth part of the gror.md-matter of the Sulphur of AI{TIMONY, and
of S0l ,  lute and digest,  Iet  a l l  be d. issolved, then caruy in more
of your growrd Sulphr.rrs, proceed as fornerly, iterating it so long
t i1 l  a l l  be dissolved, then the rnatter becomes a th ick brown oi- I ,
dri ' 'e all over jointly into one, leave nothing behind in the bottor
then pour it on a purely separated LIINAR cAlx, fix it by d.egrees
of f ire, then melt it into a body, separate it with an AQUAFORT,
six tirnes as much of SOL is preci.pitated then, above the pond.er-
osity the compound did weigh, the remaincer of LUNA serves for
such works you please to put it r.mto.
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[he AI{TIMONIAI TINCTURE being extracted totally from its VIIRUM,

artd no Vinegar takes more hold of any tincture, then exiccate
the remaining powder, which is of a black colour, put it into a

melt ing pot,  lute i t ,  let  i t  s tand in a reasonable heat,  let  a l l

the sulphureous part burn away, grind the remaining matter, pour

on i t  new dj .st i l led Vinegar,  extract  i ts  Sa1t,  abstract  the Vine-
gar,  edulcorate the aeidi ty by cohobat ion,  c lar i f ie so longr so
that the water be white and clear.  I f  you have proceeded wel l

in your manuals,  then the lesser t ine wi l l  be required to extract

the AI\IIMONI3I, SAIT , as you shall hear of it.
Whereby you may observe, that the ANTIMONIAI SUIPHUR is extract-

ed in the following manner, and is of the sarne Medicinal operat-
i .on,  but is of  a quicker and speedier work,  which is a matter of
consequence, and worthy to be taken not ice of .

A SHORT WAY TO MAIG THE AI\TIMONIAI SULPI{UR AI{D SALT.

Take good vi t r io l ,  common sal t ,  and r :nslaked r ime ,  of  each one
nnrrnA r^, ,n ?unces of  Sal t -ar :noniac,  beat then smal_l ,  put  themyvq.ut  lvs u

in e alaqq hndy, pour on i t  three pounds of  common Vinegar,  let
i t . t t t ta in digest ion stopped. for  a day, put i t  af terward into a
retort ,  applv a receiver to i t ,  d ist i l l  i t ,  as usual ly an aqua-
fort  is  d ist i l1ed.

Take of the off drawn liquor, and of conmon salt, one por.md
eachr rect i f ie them once morer let  no muddieness come over wi th
i t '  a l l  must come clear.  Then take one porrnd of  pulver ised. ant i -
monial  g lassr polr t r  th is spir i t  on i t , rute we1I,  d igest,  and let
all be dissolved; then abstract the water in BAINEO MARIE, there
remains in the bottom a black,  th ick,  f lu id matter,  but  somewhat
dry,  Iay i t  on a grass table,  set  i t  in a celrar,  a red oi l  f lows
from i t ,  leavi .ng some FECES behind, coagulate th is red oi l  gent ly
upon ashes, let  i t  be exiccated there;  then pour the best Spir i t  of
wine on i t ,  i t  extracts a t incture which is bl-ood red, cant of f
that  which i t  t ingedr pour other Spir i t  of  wi .ne on the remainrter.
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Iet  a l l  redness be extraeted, thus you have the t incture or ANTI-

MONIAI SULPHUR, which is of a wonderful- Medicinal- efficacy' and

is equivalent r .mto potable Goldr ?s you heard in the for :ner process.

And its preparation serves now to proceed with its PARTICULITER,

as I showed in the former. This btack matter, which stayed. behind

after the extraction of SULPHUR, must be well exiccated' extract

i ts snow-white SaIt  wi th dist i l led Vinegar,  edulcorate i t '  c lar-

i f ie i t  wi th Spir i t  of  winer observe i ts v i r tues in I IEDICINA, of

the which in the last part.

Thus I conclude my fourth part also. Other rnysteri-es in Nature'

and some augmentations might be here anrtexed 
' 

but I wave them,

mentionS.reg only the chiefest of them, and are such, whi.ch may be

wrought easily, and in a short t ime, and whereby good store of

r iches may be gotten.

The rest ,  which are not of  that  importancerartd may easi ly draw

NOVICES into errors. ,  br inging no prof i t  for  the.present,  may in

good t ime by'careful  pract ice be for;nd out and obtained.

I f  you only lmow these, whereby heal th and wealth is obtained,

then these metalline Sulphr.rrs in their compor-mds may bring great

prof i t  unto Xou, to vrr i te of  a l l  these circumstant ia l ly ,  is  im-
possible to one man, i t  is  of  an inf in i te labour;  calJ-  upon God

for grace and mercy: A fr.rndamental Theory affords the practical
part, from thence flow infinite springs, all from one hand.

If you go otherwise to work, then I entreated you to do by the

Creator of heaven and earth, then alJ- your actions wil l- be RETRO-

GRADE unto a temporal DISASTER.
I  should annex here the ef f icacies of  other Minerals,  which

are next unto Metals; but seeing they are of no ABILITY unto
TRAI{SMUTATION of Metals; but are only Medicinal, and are qualif ied
to do their  work to the adrnirat ion of  those that make use of  them,
I leave them at this time. The Almighty has put wonderful virtues

into MetalLine Salts, which have been found approved several ways.

END OF TTIE FOURTH PART
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T}TE PREFACE OF TI{E AUTHOR

Being possessed with hr.mane fear,  I  began to consider,  out  of
the s impl ic i ty of  Nature,  the miser ies of  th is wor ld. ,  and e*ceed-

ingly lamented with mysel f  the of fences commit ted by our f i rst
Parents,  and how I i t t le repentance there was throughout the wor ld,

and that man grew daily worse and worse, on eternal- punlshment

without redemption hanging over the heads of  such impenitents:
Therefore made I  haste to wi thdraw mysel f  f rom sin,  and bid fare-

wel l  to the wor ld,  and addict  mysel f  to the Lord as his only
Servartt.

Having l ived some t ime in my Order,  then also,  af ter  I  had done
my appointed devot ions,  meddLing not wi th f r ivolous things, least ,
my vain thoughts through id leness should y ie ld causes of  greater
evi ls;  I  took upon me di l igent ly to search into Nature,  and through.

1y to Anatomize the ARCAI{UMS thereof, which I found to be the
greatest pleastre next to Eternal- things. Having found in our
Monastery many books wri t ten by Phi losophers of  ancient t ime, who
had truly fo l lowed Nature in their  study and search; th is gave
a greater encouragement to my mind, to leane those things they
knew; and though it proved diff icult to me in the beginning, yet
at  last  i t  proved more easie.  The lord.  so granted ( to whom r
dai ly praised) that  I  should see those things that others before
me had seen.

In our Monastery, one of my fellows was much tormented with the
stone, that  he of tent imes 1ay bedr id,  had sought many physic ians,
and dispared of  any help f rom them, resigned up his l i fe to God,
having layed aside all"hr.unane help"

Then began r  to Anatomi.ze vegetables,  and dist i l red them, r
ertracted their  Sal ts and Quintessence: But amongst aI l -  these,
could I not f ind any thing, that would free my sick brother from
his distemper,  a l though r  t ryed many things, for  they were not so
effectual  in their  d,egrees to cure that disease r  so that for  s ix
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years space, there was hardly any vegetable,  that  I  had not in

some way or other wrought upon.

Then I  bent my thoughts to consider fur ther of  th is matter,  an(

to addi"et myself to a fr:ndamental lceowledge, and search after

these hidden vir tues which the Creator had placed in Metals and

Minerals.  The more I  sought into them, the nore I  foundr or l .€

Seeret st i l l  f lowing from another:  God prospered my endeavours,

that  I  t ryed many things, and my eyes also saw these vir tues,

which Nature had infused into Metal-s and Minerals ,  y€d, var ious,

that they are not easily r.mderstood by the ignorant and sloth-
f r r l ' l

Amongst al l  these I  happened on a certain Mineral ,  comr:osed

of many colours,  and of  very great power in Art ,  f  extracted i ts
spir i tual  Essences and thereby in a few days I  restored my sick

brother to his former heal th;  for  th is spir i t  was so strong, tha' i

i t  d id much revive or for t i f ie the spir i t  of  my brother,  who as

long as he l ived dai ly prayed for me for he l ived long af ter ,  anc
then bid me farewell. His and my prayers do so much prevail , thz
the Creator,  d iscovered, and by reason of  my di l igence did demon-
strate unto me, even that,  which yet rem4i,ns hid to the wise men!
as they cal l  themselv€sr

So therefore in th is t reat i -se wi l - l  I  declare and so far as is
1awful  for  me to do, reveal ,  the Stone of  the Ancients granied

urtto man for the health and eomfort of man i-n this valley of
misery,  as the chiefest  of  a l l  Earthly Treasure,  wr i t ing these
things not for  my own but the benef i t  of  poster i ty,  fo l rowing
therein the rnethod r f ind in the writ i.:rgs of many very learned.
men, so that by my-wri t ings,  the"dictates of  Phi l "osophy which

are very short and Enigrnatical, thou maist attain thr.t rock on
which truth depends, wi th a temporal  reward and eternal  b less-
ings. AMEN n
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OF THE GREAT STONE OF TTIE AI\CIENT PHIIOSOPHERS.

Dear lbiend and lover of Art, in my Preface I promised to show

r.mto thee, and to such others who are very desirous to learrr the

Properties of Nature, and dil igent searehers into Art, that Corner

Stone, and that Rockr so far  as I  am permit ted f rom abover 4s our
Ancestors the Ancients prepared their  Stone, which they at ta ined

from the most High, for  the preservat j .on of  their  heal th,  and for

their benefit in this present world. fhat I may therefore perform

my promise, and not lead thee into labr inths by Sophist ic errors,
I wil l reveal unto thee the for-mtain of all good things; therefore

observe my fol lowing word.s,  and di l igent ly weigh them, i f  thou
have a desire to lea:rn this Art: I shal-l- not use much Eloquence,
that th is not my intent,  very l i t t le wiJ- l  be learned from that,
I delight in brevity, which sha1l contain the fountai-n of the
matter.

I ieow' that very few have attained r,rnto the possession of this
magistery, although nany have laboured and wrought in our stone,
but the true lcrowledge and obtai-ning thereof, the Creator has not
made comm-on, but wil-I grant the saJne to such as are averse to ]ies,
artd. love the truth, and which with humble hearts most d.iligently
seek the said Art ,  especial ly to such who love God r-mfeignedly,
and pray r.mto him therefore.

wherefore r tell thee for a tnrth, if thou wourdst make our
great and anci-ent stone, follow my Doctrine, and above a1l things
pray to the Maker of  every creature,  that  he may bestow on thee
his grace and blessing to that end.; and if you have sinned., confess
and deal  r ighteously,  and resolve upon i t ,  that  you sin no more,
but live hoIiIy, that your heart may be filled with every good. 'u

thing; and remember when ye are preferred in honours, to be help-
ful to the poor and indigent, that you deliver them from their
miser j -es,  and refresh them with your bount i fu l  hand, that  you may
obtain the greater blessing from the Lord r' and through the Confirm-
ation of faith recei-ve your Throne in Heaven prepared, for you.
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My fr iend despise not l  oor contemn the real  wr i t ings of  such

men, who had the Stone before us;  for  next r .mto Revealat ion of

God I  obtained i t  f rom them, and 1et the reading of  them be many

t i r ines and very of ten rei terated, least  you forget the foundat ion,

and the truth be extinguished as a lamp.
Then be not r.rnmindful of your dil igent labour, always seeking

in the wr i t ings of  Authors;  and be not of  an r-mstable mind, but

rely on that f ixed Rock, wherei .n al l  wise men do unanamiously

concur,  for  a waver ing man is soon led into a 'wrong way, and

precipates hj-msel f  into many errorsrand men of  waver ing minds

seldome bui ld f i rm houses.
Seeing our most ancient Stone ar ises not f rom combust ib l -e th ings,

because i t  is  f ree f rom al l  danger of  the f i re,  therefore seek

not for  i t ,  in such things, wherein Nature wi lJ-  not  have i t  to be
fourtd or to b€, as i f  one should te l l  thee i t  is  a vegetable work,

it i-s not , although a vegetative nature be in it.
F '^r  -^*o i f  i t  should be wi- th our Stone, &s i t  is  wi th an herb,r rv vv t  4

i-t would easily be consumed in the fire, and nothing would remain

but i ts Sal t ,  and al though those before me, have wri t ten many
things of  the vegetable Stone, yet  lceow, my fr iend, that  i t  wi l l
be di f f icul t  for  thee to r ,mderstand i t - ,  for  because our Stone,
does vegetate,  and mult ip ly i t 'sel f  ,  therefore have they cal led i t
vegetable.

Itrow furtherrthat brute Animals have no inc4ease but in their
l ike nature;  therefore need you not search af terr  r ror  presune to
make the true Stone, but of  i ts  own proper seed. Whereof our
Stone has been made from the beginning: Alsor mV fr iend, take
notice and understand, that you take not arql Animal Soul- for this
work.  For f lesh and bloodr 4s they are granted arrd bestowed by
the Creator upon Animal-s, do properly belong r.mto Animals which
with God has formed themr so that an Anirnal-  is  made thereof;  but
our Stone which from the Ancients came to me as an inher i tance,
proceeds and ar ises f rom two and from one thing, which contains
a third concealed, th is is the pure t ruth and r ight ly spoken; for
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mal-e and female by the Ancients were taken for one bodyr not by

reason of  the outward appeararrce to the €y€, but in respect of  that

love inplanted, and fron the beginning infused into them, by the

operation of Nature, that they may be laeovl'n to be one, and as the

two d.o prop agate and increase their  seed r  so also the seed. of
the Matter,  whereof our Stone is made, may be propagated and aug-

mented.

I f  you are a t rue lover of  our Art ,  you wi l l  much esteem and

wisely consider th is saying, lest  you fal l  and sl ip wi th other

blind sophisters into the pit prepared by the enemy.

My friend, that you may understand fron whence this seed comes,

enquire of thyself to what end thou would prepare the Stone, then

wiJ. l  i t  be rnani fest  unto thee, that  i t  proceeds from no other

natter,  then from a certain metal l ic  root,  f rom whence also,  the

metals themselves, by the Creator,  are ordained, to proceed, which

how i . t  i .s  done, Note,  that  in the beginnS-ng, when the Spir i t

moved upon the waters, and al.l things were covered with darlcoess,

then the omnipotent and eternal God, whose beginni-ng and whose

wisdom without end, was from eterni ty,  bV his unsearchable counsel ,
did create the Heaven and the Earth, and all things visibl-e and

irivisible in them contaS.ned, out of nothing, by what names so even
they are called, for God made all things of nothing. But how
this most glor ious Creat ion was done, I  sha1l  not  now treat,  let
the Scriptures and faith judge thereof.

fhe Creator in the Creatj.on gave to every Creature a peculiar
seed'  that  there.  should be an encrease (1est they should tend to
a eonclusion or detr iment)  whereby Men, Animals,  Vegetables,  and
Metals might be preserved.

Neither is i t  lawful  to man, to produce a new seed at  h is pleas-

ure,  but  is agaS.nst  Godts ordi .nance, for  to him is { ta:r t , ,ed pro-
pagat ion and increase; for  the Creator has reserved to himsel f
the power to create seed, else were i t  possible for  Man to act
as Creator also,  which must not b€, but is proper to ihe highest
power.
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Then conceive thus of  the seed proceeding from Metals,  that  the

Celestial influence, accord.ing to Gods good pleasure and ordin-

ance, descends from above, and nixes i tsel f  wi th the Astral  pro-

pert ies,  for  when such convict ion happens, then these two beget

an earthly substance, as a third thing, which is the beginning

of our seed, i ts f i rst  or ig inal ,  whereby may be demonstrated the

ant iqui ty of  i ts  generat ion,  f rom which three the elements do

arise and proceed.r BS water, agree and earth, which work further

by a subteranean fire, r.mti1 it bring forth a perfect thing,

which HERIVIES, and all others before me, have called the lhree
first principles, because we could find no more from the beginn-

ing of the Magisteryr. and they are for.rnd to be an intrinsick
SouI ,  ar l  impalpable Spir i t ,  and a corporeal  and vis ib le essence.

Now when these three do dwel1 together,  they do proceed by cop-
ulatj.on, bV success of t ime, bV \|UI,CANS help into a pal-pable sub-
starrce,  v iz, ,  into Mercury,  Sulphur,  and Sal t ,  which three i f
by commixition, they are brought to induration and coagulation,
as Nature does many ways operate,  then is there made a perfect
bodyr 4s Nature would have i t ,  and i ts seed is chosen and ordained.
by the Creator.

Whosoever thou art that presumes to dive into the fountain of
our work,  and hopes to obtain,  by thy ambit ious enterpr ise,  the
reward of Art, I tell thee by the eterreal creator, for a truth
of all trrrths, that i.f there be a Metall ic Soul, a Metall ic Spirir,
and a Metall ic form of body, that there must al-so be a MetaLlic
Mercury, a Metall- ic Sulphur, and a Metal-l ic Salt, whi.eh of necess-
i ty can produce no other than a perfect  Metal l ic  Body.

If you do not r,mderstartd this that you ought to understand you
are not adepted for Phi l -osophy, or God conceals i t  f rom thee.

Therefore in br ief  thus,  i t  wi lJ-  not  be possible for  t r ree ta
attain this end with profit in a Metall ic way, unless you can
conjoin the said three pr inci-ples into one, wi thout error.  Under-
stand. further, that Ani-mals are composed of f lesh and blood , even
as man is, and have a l iving spirit, and breath infused in them,
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which they enjoy as man does; but they are without a rational
Sou1, wherewith man is endued above a].l Animals: fherefore when
they die they are at  an end, nei ther is there any hope of  them
forever,  but  Man, i f  he of fer  up his l i fe by a temporal  death

to his Creator, his Soul sr-lrvives, arrd after his purif ication,

his SouL returni.ng to his purif ied body shall again dwell thereS-n,
so that body and Spirit are again r.mited, and wil l clearly mani-
fest  their  Celest ia l  c lar i f icat ion,  which can never be separated
to all etern5.ty.

Therefore marl  by reason of  h is Soul  is  esteemed a f ixed Creature
(al though he die a temporal  death) yet  shal l  he l ive forever;

for  marts death is only a c lar i f icat ion,  that  by certain degrees

ordained of God he might be freed from hi.s grievous si-ns, and

transplanted into a better state, wh5.ch happened not to other
Ani .mals,  therefore are they not esteemed f ixed Creatures,  for
af ter  their  death,  they enjoy no Resurreet ion,  for  they want a

rat ional  Soul ,  for  whi-ch the only and tme Mediator the Son of
God has shed h. is blood.

A Spir i t  may abide in some certain body, but i t  does not there-
fore fo l low, that  i t  is  there to be f ixed, al though that body
agree with the spir i t ,  and the spir i t  be not angry wi th the body,
for they both wartt that strong part which overcomes and confir:ns
the body and Spir i t ,  and preserves and defends i t  f rom al l  dangers,
v iz. ,  the most preci .ous,  nobie,  and f ixed Soul :  But where the
Soul is wanting there remai.ns no hope of Redemption; for anything
without a Soul  is  imperfect ,  which is one of  the highest myster ies
which ought to be hrown to the wise and. di l igent seeker of  our
work:  And my conscience wi l l  not  suf fer  me to pass over th is in
si lencer but to reveal  i t  to those, who love the for.md.at ion of
wisdom. There my beloved fr iend, b€ ihou at tent ive to 'what r
shaI l  te l l  thee, that  the spir i ts hid in Metals are not al ike,
the one being more volat i le,  or  more f ixed than the other.  So
also are their  Souls and bodies unequal ;  whatsoever Metal  contains
in i tsel f  aLl-  the three parts of  f ix i ty,  that  Metal  has obtained.
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that  power to abide in the f i re,  and overcome al l  i ts  enemies,
which is only for.md in SOL: LUNA contaj-ns i.:r itself a fixed Mer-
cury '  therefore she f lys not so soon in the f i re r  4s do the other
imperfect metals, but abides her examen in the fire, and mar:.if ests
it very nobly by her victory, that greedy sATuRN cannot pary upon
h av.
tava a

Amorous VEI\US clothed and possessed with an abund.ant t incture,
for  her body is aLmost al1 a meer t incture,  l ike in colour to
that whieh is in the best metal ,  and by reason of  i ts  abundance
of t incture appears to be red, but by reason her body is leprous,
that f irm permartent t incture cannot abide in an imperfect body,
but is for . r rd to f1y wi th the body; for  when the body is consumed,
the Soul cannot stay, but is foreed to be gone arr.d f1y, because its
habitation is consumed and destroyed by the fire r so that it cal
find no place nor lcrows where to tarry, but in a fixerl hndrr she
will ingJ-y and constantly inhabits.

Fixed salt has given and left with warlike MARS a hard, con-
stant,  and gross body, whereby is manifested the generosi ty of
hie min^ r-.r1 which warlike captin can hardly anybhi.::g be gotten,t  4!  v

fnn hi  e hnr l r r  ig So hard that i t  cart  hardlrr  he npnctr  : tcd hrr t  i  fvv$J uv : !4 s v l la u !  U rvCLI l ,  I ld lJ.  \L-LJ Ug _Urt I lE t / I -a.  Ugl l  t  UL,t  U I I

his fierce rralour be spiritually r:nited with the fixity of LUNA,
and the beauty of VENUS by a right mixture a curi.ous harrnony may
be made, bv which some IGys may be so advanced.,  that  the needy i f
he get up the highest step of the ladder, may get a l iving pART-
rcur,ARrrER, for the phlegrnatic quality, or moist nature of LUNA
ought to be dryed up by the ard.ent brood of vENUS, and its great
blaciceess corrected by the Sal t  of  MARS.

There is no necessi ty for  you to seek your seed. i -n the Elements,
for  our seed is not put so far  back, but there is a nearer pIace,
where our seed has its certain habitation and lodgingr so that if
you only purif ie the Mereury, sulphur, and salt, (of the philo-
sophers) so that of  their  soul ,  spir i t ,  and. Body be mad.e an i -nsep-
arateble conjunct i -on,  which may never be separated the one from
the other,  nor can be div ided, then is made the perfect  bond. of
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love, and a habitation is sufficiently and excellently prepared

for the crown.

I{now also,  that  th is is only a l iquid K"y,  l ike r .mto the Celest '

ial property and dry water, addicted to an Earthly substartce.'

which are all one thing, proceeding and growing from three, twol

and one' if you can apprehend this, then have you obtained ihe

Mastery,  then eonjoin the Br ide wi th the Br idegroom' that  they

may feed and nor,r ish each other wi th their  own f lesh and blood'

and increase infinitely frorn their own seed.

Although I cou1d.wiJ-J.ingly out of love reveal more unto Vour
yet the Creator has prohibi ted.  me; wherefore i t  becomes me not to

speak more clear ly of  these things, lest  the gi f ts of  the most

High be abused, artd that I should be the cause of committing of

nany sins r so that I should pu1I d.own Divine Vengence upon me 
'

and with others be cast into eternal punishments.

My friend, if these things be not clear enough r:nto thee 
' 

then

wi l l  I  lead thee to my pract iek part ,  which I  accompl ished, the

Stone of the Ancients by the assistance of the Almi-ghty, consider

it welI, and with dil igent and frequent reiteration tlrroughly

read my XII  Keys, and so proceedr &s I  sha]I  here teach and in-

stntct Vour fr.mdamentally by way of Parable.

Take a piece of  the best f ine Gold,  ar td separate the same in
parts, bV such mea.rrs as Nature has granted r-mto the lovers of
Art, even as an Anatomist d.ivides the dead body of man, and there.

by searching into the inward parts of the hurnane body, and make
thy Gold to be reduced to what i t  was at  the f i rs i ,  then wi l l  you

f ind the Seed, the beginni . :ag,  middle,  and end, whereof our Gold

and i ts wi fe were made, v iz. ,  out  of  a penetrat ing subt i l  Spir i t ,

and of a pure chast and immaculate Soul, and of an Astral Salt

and Balsom, which after their conjr:nction are rrothrng else but a
Mercur ia l  l iquor,  which same water was brought to school  to i is
own God Mercury, who examined that water, and having for.md it to
be Legi t imate and without decei t ,  he jo ined in f r iendship wi th
i t r  and jo ined with i t  in Matr imony, and so-of  both them as made



an j.ncombustable 0i1, then Mercury grew so proud that he scarce

]srew himself ; he cast off his Eagles wi-ngs, and himself swallowed

up the slippery tail of the Dragon, and offered battle to MARS.
Then MARS gathered his Champions together, and gave command

that Mereury should be i.mpri.soned, to whom VUT,CAITI was appointed
GA0r,ER' unti l he should be freed by some of the feminine kind.

After these things were nrmered abroad, the other Planets net
together,  

"rd 
held a cor-mcel ,  they considered what was f i t  to

be done that they might wisely proceed. Then SATURN the fi-rst in
ord.er with a fieree speech began to speak after this manner.

I SATURN the highest Planet in the firrnament, protest before
you all my Lords 

' 
that I am the most r.mprofltable and contemptable

of you al l r  of  ar t  inf i rm and corrupt ib le body, of  a black colour,
obnoxious to the in jur ies of  many af f l ic t ions in th is miserable
worrd, yet am the examiner of you all, For r have no abiding
place, and r  take with me whatsoever is l ike unto me: The cause
of th is my misery is to be inputed to none but to inconstant
MERCURY, who by his carelessness and negligence has brought this
evi l  upon mes Therefore,  my lords,  r  pray your revenge my quarrel
on him, and seeing that he is already in pr ison, k i1 l  h im, and
let  h im putr i f ie there,  unt iL not one drop of  h is blood be any
more fourtd.

saturre having ended hi.s speech, brown JUprrER carne orlr and
began h5-s speech, with his bended laeees, and with the reverent-
iaI  honour of  h i .s Seepter,  commending the requests of  h is fe l1ow
SATURN, conm€ulding all such to be pr.rnished that should not put
those things in execution and so he made an end..

Then came MARS with his naked sword variously coloured, l ike
a fiery glass, shining with d.iverse and strange rays, he brought
this sword to WLCAITI the GAOLER, to put therewith in execution
all those things commanded by the Lords, which when he had ki-I l-ed
MERctlRY, he burnt his bones in the fire, wherei.:r vul-can the
GAOIER was very obedient.

rn the mean time, whilst the executioner was performing his
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office, comes i-n a beautiful and white shi-ning woman, in a long

Robe of  a Si lver colour,  woven with several-  water-colours,  which

when she was received, she appeared to be LUNA' S0I,S wife;  she

fell on her face, and with many tears, and on her lceees besought .

them that her husband SOL might be set at l iberty out of the pri-

son, into which MERCURY by force and deeeit had cast him in,

where to this day he has been detained. by the command of i;he other

Planets ; but VIIICAI{ denj-ed her, for he was so commanded to do t

and persisted in his purpose in executing the sentence.

Then came dame VENUS in a garment of pure red, interwoven with

green, of  a most beaut i fu l  contentance, a most graceful  and pleas-

ant speech, and most amiable gesture, bearing most fragrant f lowers

in her hand, which by the variety of the colours did wonderfully

refresh and del ight  the eyes of  those that looked on her;  she

made i-ntercession in the CHALDEAI\ Language, r,mto WLCAI\ as judge

for l iberty, and put him in remembrance, that Redemption must come

from a woman kind; but his ears was stopt.

In the mean time while these two thus conferred together, the

heaven opened itslef, and thence cane a great Animal with nany

thousands of yor.mg ones, driving away and expell ing the Execut-

ioner.  -
He opened. hi-s jaws wide, devoured the precious Lady VENUS the

interceeder cry ing with a loud voicer i lV descent is of  womart ,

and woman have plentifully spread abroad my seed, and have fi lJ-ed

the Earth with it; her Soul- is kind to me, therefore wilJ. I feed

and nourish myself with her blood: When this Ani.mal had thus

loudly spoken, he withdrew hfunself into a certain conclave, and

shut the door after him, and al-l his young ones fol-lowed him in

order,  where they wanted much more food then before,  and they

drank of the foresaid incombustible oi1, and. they did easily digest

their meat and their drank, and they had many more young ones than

before,  and this happened of ten, r :nt i I  they had reolenished the

whole worId..

Wh'en all these things had so-happened, many skil l ful men of
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every country, learned in all kind of studies, met together, who
endeavoured to find out the interpretation of alJ- those things
and speeches, that  they might for  the most part  bet ter  understand
those things, but none of them coul-d attain r:nto it, for they

were not a1I of one mind, r-rrt i l  at last came forth a certain 01d

Man, his beard and hair as white as snow, with a purpl.e gar:nent

from the head to foot, he had a Crown on his head, wherein there

shined a most precious Carbuncle,  he was gir t  about wi th the

Girdle of  L i fe,  he went on his bare feet,  he spake from a singular

Spirit that was hid in him, his speech penetrated through the

innnost parts of  the bodyr so that the Soul  heart i ly  received i t .
This man ascend.ed the chair, and exhorted the Assembly there met

to be silent, and so harken dil igently to what he should tell them,

for he was sent from above to inteqpret r.rnto them the aforesaid

writ i-ngs , and to reveal it by Philosophic expressions.
l l lhen they were al-l quiet, he delivered himself as follows: Awake,

0 Man, and contemplate on the l ight ;  lest  the Dar lceess suduce you:
The Gods of  for t r .me, and the Gods of  the greater Nat ions,  have
revealed r .mto me in a deep sIeep. 0 how happy is that  man, that
aclsxowledges the God.s, how great and wonderful things they work,

and happy' is he whose eyes a.re opened.,  that  he may see the l ight ,
which before was hidden.

fwo stars have the Gods granted unto man, to lead them to great
wisdom' which stedfastly behold. O Man, and folIow their Splen-
dor, for wisdom is for,md in them.

The Phoenix of the South has snacht away the heart out of the
breast of  the huge beast of  the East,  make wings for the beast
of the East r 4s has the bi.rd of the south, that they may be equal;
for  the beast of  the East must be bereaved of  h i .s Lions skin,
and his wings must vanish, and then must they both enter the Salt
Oceart, and return again, with beauty. Sink your disquieted. Spirits
into a deep forrntain, that never wants water, that they may be
like thei-r Mother, that lyes hid therein, and frorn three carne
into the world.
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HIJNGARY first begat me, the Heaven and the stars preserve me,

and I am married to the EARTH; and although I am forced to die,
and to be buried, yet VULCAT{ revives me the second time, there-

fore HIINGARY is my Native Cor.mtry, and my mother contains the

whole world..

When these things were heard by the
further spake thus.

Assembly then present,  he

Make that which is above to be beneath, and that which is vis:

ible to be i.nvisible, and that which is pal.pable to be impalpable;

and again, make that which is above be made of that which is

beneath, and the visible of the invisible, and the pal.pable of the

impalpable thing; thus is the whole art absolutely perfect without

any d.efect or dimj.nuti-on, where dweIls Death and tife, Death and

Resurrect ion,  i t  is  a round spherer 'wherein the GODDESS 0F FORTUNE
drives her CHARIOT T' and commwricates the gift of wisdom to the

men of God, His proper name is according to or.r temporeal r.mder-

stand.ing, Al1 in A11; the highest he is judge over things eternal.

Whosoever desires to lceow what the A11 in A1L is, let him make
very great wings for the Earth, and force her so much, that she
lift herself up, and raise herself on high, f lying through the air
into the Supream Region or the highest heaven. Then burn her
wings with a very strong fire, that the Earth may fall head.long
into the Red sea, and be drowned. therein, and with fire and air
dry up the waterr'that thereof Earth may be made again; then I
say have you the A11 in A11.'

But if you cannot apprehend this, i.:aquire into thyself , and
seek about in all things that are to be found throughout the
worl..d. Then wil]- you find the A11 in A1l, which is the Attract-
ive Power of all netall ic and mineral things, proceeding from
Sa]-t and Sulphr.r, and twice be gotten of MIRCURY: More (I tell you)
is not meet for  ne to speak of  that ,  whi .ch is the A11 in A11,
because A11 i-s comprehended in A11.

This speech being madet he said. further, 0 my friends, thus
by the hearing of my voice have ye learned wisdom, from what and
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by what means ye ought to prepare the Great stone of the Ancient
Philosophers, whi.ch heals all leprous and inperfect Metals, a14
opens up to them a new Birth, and presenres men in health, and
prolongs their I ives, and, has hitherto preserved. me by its ceI_
estial power and operation, that r am very wil l ing to d.i.e, beiyrg
wearXr of this l i fe.

Praised be God forever for his grace and wi.sdom, which of his
mercy he has a long time'bestowed. on me, AJVI,EN.
And so he vanished away before their eyeso

This speech being end.ed.r every one returned. wrto his own home
from whence they came, med.i.tating night and d.ay on those things,
and laboring every one accord,ing as the experfirres of their genius
enabled them.
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OF

KEYS

BASILIUS VALENTINUS, T,he BCNCdi ct  ine

FI,IST I{EY.

NOW FOLLOWS T]-iE XII IGYS OF BASILIUS VAI,ENTINUS.

Wherewi.th the Doors are oFened to the most Ancient Stone of our
Aneestors,  and the mosi  Secret  Fountain of  a l l  Heal th is d. iscovered.

Lgv .



THE FIRST IGY.

I{now my friend, that impure and defi led things are not f it for

our work;  for  their  leprosie,  ca.n be no help in our operat ions;

that which is good is hindered by that whi-ch i-s impuree .

A11 wares sold from the Mines are worth ones money, but when

they are sophist icated, they are r .mf i t  for  use, for  they are

cor.mterfei ted,  and are not of  the same operat ion as they were

before.

As Physicians clense and purif ie the inward parts of the body,

by means of their medicines, expell ing alJ- irnpurit ies from thence,
So also ought our bodies to be purged and pr.rrif ied from aLl their

impurit ies, that perfectj-on may be wrought in our birth: Our
Masters requi.re a pure and undefiled body, which is not adulter-

ated with any spot or strange mixture: For the addition of another
thing is a Leprosie to our Metals.

The Kings Diad.em i-s made of pure go1d, and a Chast Bride must be

marri.ed r.mto him.
Wherefore i f  you wi l l  work upon our bodies,  take the most raven-

ous grey Wolf ,  which by reason of  h is name is subject  to valorous
Mars,  but by the Genesis of  h is Nat iv i ty he is the Son of  o ld
SATURN, formd in the Mountains & in valleys of the world: He is
very hungry, cast into him the Kings body, that he may be nour-
ished by itr and when he has devor:red the King, make a great f ire,
into which cast the worf, that he be quite burrred, then wiJ-l the
King be at l iberty again: When you have done this thrice, then has
the l ion overcome the Wolf , nei.ther can he find any of him to
feed upon: And so is our body prepared for the beginning of our
work.

Ikrow also that this is the right and tme way. to purge our bodir
for  the Lion pr:r i f ies himsel f  by the blood of  the wol f ,  and the
Tj-nctr : re of  h is blood wonderful ly rejoices in the t incture of  the
Lion, for  both their  b loods are nearer of  Kin one to other;  when
the l , ion is sat isf ied his spir i t  is  made stronger than i t  was

'1  r1(
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before, and his eyes shine with great splendor l ike the Sun, and

his inward Essence is of  great ef f icacy,  and is prof i table for

anything you apply it r,mto; and when it is so prepared, the sons

of men return it thanks, who are troubled with grievious diseases,

fal-J. ing s ic lcress,  and other disternpers:  The ten Lepers fo l low

him, and desire to dr ink of  the blood of  h i -s Soulr 'and al l  such

that are af f l ic ted wi th diseases, exceedingly rejoice in his

Spir i t .

For whosoever drinks of this golden for.rntain, soon feels a re-

newing of his nature, the taking away of evil, the comforting of

the blood. The strengtheni.reg of the heart, and the perfect heali-ng

of all members throughout the body, either exterior or interior:

I t  opens the pores,  expel l ing the evi l ,  that  good may come in

i ts p1ace.

But, my friend, you must take very dil igent care , that the f ou.n-

tain of Life be pure and clear, that no strange waters be mixed

with our for.rntain, lest it prove a miscreant, and of a wholesome

fish a Serpent be produced: I f  a lso by a mediurn a corrosive should

be joined, by whi-ch our body might be dissolved, see that al-l

the corrosive be washed away; for  no corrosives are to be used

against inward d.iseases, sharp things penetrate arrd destroyrand

beget more disaster, our fountain must be without any poison, aI-

though poison expel ls poi-son.

When a tree brings forth r-rrwholsome and r.mgrateful fruitrit is

cut off at the stem, and some other kind of fnrit is grafted in,

then the graft r.mites itself with the stemr so that of the stem,

root,  and g: .ass,  a good tree is produced, which according to the

worloans desire brings forth wholesome and pleasing fruit.
The King walks through six places in the Celestial fi-rrnament,

but in the Seventh he keeps his seat; for the Kings Palace is
adorreed with golden Tapestry: If now you lrnderstand what I s?V,

then have you opened the first lock with this ff iY, and removed
the bolt that hindered, but if you cannot find any l ight herein,
then wil l not your glass spectacles profit you anything, nor your

natural eyes help you find out that at last which you would at

the begirTnS-ng. I shall- say no more of this Key, as LUCIUS PAPIRUS
taught me.
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THE SECOND IGY

?--

€

In the Court  of  the great Potentates var ious k inds of  dr ink
are found, Vet scarce any of  them are al ike in smel l ,  colour,  and
taste,  for  their  preparat ion is di f ferent;  yet  a l l ,  they alJ-
drink, because they are al-l made and neeess2r.rr fnr their particular
uses in the family. '

$Ihen the stm sends forth his beams, irradiating them through
the Clouds'  i t  is  commonly said,  that  the Sr-m at t racts water,  a ld
that i t  wi l l  ra in;  and that i f  i t  of ten hennen- the year proves
fruitful.

For the bui ld ing of  a Pr incely Palace, var ious and divers work-
men and Mechanics must be set on work,  before i t  be cal led a
beaut i fu l  and perfect  Palace. Where stones are required, wood
nust not be used.

Through the daily ebbing and flowing of the raging Sea, which
are caused by a eertain syrnpathy from the Ce1estial- influences,
Cor.mtries are enrj.ched with many great riches, for at every returrr
i t  br ings wi th i t  some good to the inhabi tants.
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A Virgin ' that  is  to be marr ied,  is  f i rst  r ighly adorned with

var iety of  precious gar:nents,  that  she may please her Br idegroom,
artd beget him by looki-ng on her a more vehement affection, but
when the Spouse is to take a carnal  cognizance of  her Husbarrd,
al l  these Gar:nents are la id aside, nei ther does she keep anything
on her, but what the Creator granted her at the beginning.

Even so our Bridegroom APOM, with hi-s Bride DIA}{A, is to be
marr ied,  but f i - rst  d iverse Garrnents are to be made for them,
their  heads and bodies must be wel l  washed with water;  which waters
you must learn by the divers ways of  d ist i l l ing,  for  they are
much unl iker some are strong, some are weak, according as their
use for themr &s I  said of  the several  sorts of  dr ink;  and ]mow
that when the humidi ty of  the Earth ascends, and is c lar i f ied
in the c louds, i t  is  there coagulated, and by reason of  i ts  pon-
derosi ty fa11s again,  whereby the abstracted humidi ty is again
restored unto the Ea1' f ,h,  which refreshes, feeds, ar id nour ishes
the Earth '  that  leaves and grass do thence spr ing forth,  therefore
some preparat ions of  your waters ought to be of ten dist i l led;
That that which is drawn from the Earth, may be often returned
unto i t ,  and of ten abstracted; as the SEA EURIPUS does of ten leave
the Earth,  and cover i t  again,  a lways keeping i ts bounds or per iod.

When thus the Kings Pal-ace is prepared and adorned by several
wor lcnen, artd the glassy sea is f in ished, and the Palace furnished
with goods, then may the King safely enter,  and keep there his
r  oci  r lonna
5 vv4uvtavv a

But my friend }oeow, that the naked Bridegroom must be espoused
to his naked Br ide;  therefore al l  those preparat ions for  the
adorning their  Garznents,  and beaut i fy ing,  their  faces, must be
taken away, that  they may l ie down as naked as they were born,
that their  seed be not destroyed by any strange mixture.

For a conclusion of  th is discourse, r  teI l  you truly,  that  the
most precious water,  wherewith the Br idegrooms Bable (Bath?) must
be made, must be wisely and with great care prepared. of  two fencers
(understand of  two contrary matters) t t rat  one adversary may dr ive
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out the other, and they must be prepared for the fight, and the
Prize must be won: For what advantage is it for the Eag1e, to
bui ld her nest in the rocks,  where her chickens, wi- l1 die on the
tops of the Mor.mtains, by reason of the coldness of the snow?

But if you add to the Eagle the o1d DRAGON, which has a long
t ime had his habi tat ion among stones, and creeps out of  the eaves,
and put them both in the TNFERNAT, pIT, then will ptuTo , breathe
upon them, and wil l enforce a fiery volati le spirit out of the
COLD DRAG0N, wh5-ch by its great heat burns the EAGLES f eathers,
and makes a sweating Bath, that the snow on the highest mor.mtains
meIt, and turns i.nto water. whereby the Minerar Bath is werl
prepared, which brings riches and health to the King.
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THE THIRD IGY.

By water f i re may be whol ly ext inguished, i f  much water is cast

i .nto l i t t le f i re,  then the f i re g. ives way to the water,  ar td y ie lds

up the victory r.mto it: So must our fiery Sulphur be conquered,

and overcome by water prepared according to Art .  f f  af ter  the

separat ion of  the water,  the f iery l i fe of  our Sulphureous Vapour

can but agai-n triumph and obtaj-n the victory; but no conquest

cart  be herein obtained, unless the King add force and power to

his water,  and has given i t  the Key of  h is o, ,vn proper colour,

that  he may be thereby destroyed and made invis ib le;  yet  at  th is

time his visible form ought to return, Vet with a diminution of

his s i rnple Essence, and mel iorat ion of  h is condi- t i -on.

The T,imner can paint ye11ow upon white, ?fld red upon yeIlow,

and then a purple colourt and although aII the colours appear'

yet  the last  h ighly excel ls in i ts d.egree: The l ike ought to be

observed in our MAGISTERY, which being done, then have you before

your eyes the l ight  of  a l l  wisdom, that  shines in the dar lceess,
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but burres not. For our Sulphur burres not, yet it shines far and

near, neither does it t inge ant'ching, unless it be prepared and

tinged with its own tincture, whereby it may afterwards ti.nge

weak and imperfect  Metals:  For i t  is  not  in the power of  th is

Sulphr.r to tinge, unless the tincture be given it in the fixation:

For the weaker cannot overcome, but the stronger may obtain the

vietory over the weaker,  and the weak must y ie ld to the strong.

Therefore observe for th is diseourse the fol lowing conclusion.

That which is weak cannot succour the weak, nor administer any

help in the operation, and one combustable thing canrtot defend

another combustable thing, lest it also be burned.; that must assist

the eombustable and defend it: Then that defender must have a

greater power then he that needs his defence protection, and.

pri-ncipa1Iy in its substance ought to be incombustible.

So he that would prepare our ineombustible Sulphur of the Philo-

sophers,  let  h im f i rst  consider wi th himsel f '  that  he seek our

Sulphtr in that, . wherei.n it is incombustible, which cannot b€, .
rrnless the SaIt Sea have swallowed up the body, and cast it up

again: Then exalt it in its degree, that it far exceed in bright-

ness a]-]- the other stars in the Heaven.

And in i ts own Essence is so fu l I  of  b loodr 4s is the Pel ] - ican,

when she wounded her own breast, and wi-thout prejudice to her

body; nourished and feeds many young ones with her own blood.

This is the Rose of or-lr Masters, of a purple colour, and the

red blood of the Dragor, whereof so many have written; it is that
purple Mantle, richly leaved, in our Art, wherewith the Queen of
health is covered, and where with all Metals wanting heat may be
revived.

Keep safely this honourable Mantle, together with the Astral
Salt, which folJ.ows this Celestia1 Sulphur, lest some evil befall-

i t '  and give unto i t  of  the volat i l i ty  of  the birdr 4s mueh as

wiJ-J. suffice; then wil l the Cock devour the Foxr and wiJ.J- after-

wards be drowned in the water, and being revived by the fire, wiJ-l

be agaln devoured by the Foxr that  l ike may be restored to i ts l ike.
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THE FOURTH IGY .
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Al l  f lesh that came from the Earth,  must be corrupted and re-
turn to Earth againr a.s it was Earth at the first, then that
Earthly Salt begetting a new generation, by a Coelestial revivif-
icat ion,  for  i f  i t  were not f j . rst  Earth,  there could be no reviv-
i f icat ion in our work;  for  in the Earth is the Ba1som of Nature,
and is ' their  Sal t  who sought af ter  the lceowledge of  a l l  th ings.

At the Day of Judgement the world shall be judged by fire,
that which was made by the creator of nothing, must by fj.re be
burnt to ashes, out of whi-ch ashes the Phoenix produced. her young:
For in those Ashes l ie the true and genui.ne Tartar which must be
dissolved, and when that is d ' issnlved- the strongest Lock of  the
Kings Palace may be opened. ,  :

After that burrring, a new Heaven, and a new Earth shall be
and the new man shal1 more glor iously shine forth,  then ever
l ived in the o1d worIo,  for  he shal l  be pur i f ied.

$Ihen Ashes and Sand are well maturated. and. concocted in the

for:ned,
ho
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f ire, then the Artist turns it into glass, which afterwards wil l-

endure in the fj.re, and in colour l ike a transparent stone, and

is not any more l ike Ashes; and this to the ignorant is a great

mystery,  but  not so in any wise to the exper ienced Art ist ,  be-

cause they r.mderstand the reason thereof , bV their r.mderstanding,

and daily experience.

Worlsnen prepare lime of stones by burni-ng them, that it may be

f i t  for  their  use; for  before i ts preparat ion in the f i re,  i t
is  a stone, and cannot be used in work as l ime: The Stone is

maturated in the fire, and receives from the fire a very high
degree of  heat,  and is made so strong, that  there is scarce any-

thing comparable to the fiery Spirit of CAIX VIVE, if i t be brought

to i ts perfect ion.

Everlrthing being burnt to Ashes by Art wilJ- yield a Salt, if
in the anatomi.zing thereof you are able to keep apart its Sul--
phur artd Mercury, and again restore them to their Salt, accord-
ing to the pure method of Art; then may you again by means of
fire r make thereof ag.ai-:n, what it was before its destruction or
artatomy; which the wise men of the World call foo].istueess, arrd
esteem those things t r i f les,  and say, th is is a new creat ion,
which God grants not to sinful men, but they do not understand
that th is was created before,  and that the Art ist  does only show
its increase and Magi.stery by the seed. of Nature.

If the Artist want Ashes, he cannot make Salt for our Art, for
without SaIt our work cannot be made into a bod.y, for Salt only
coagulates al.l things.

For as Salt does sustain all things, and preserves them from
putr i fact ions;  ev€o so the SaIt  of  our Masters preserves Metals,
least  they be reduced to nothing, and be coirupted, which can in
no wise happen, unLess their  Balsom per ish,  and the i rcorporated.
Sal i .ne Spir i t  cease to be; then wouLd their  body be al together
dead, and nothing could be thereof made to any advantage, because
the spir i ts of  the Metals are decayed, and at  their  departure
left a naked and void. habitation, into which no l ife can be asain
restored.
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You that are stud.ents in this Art, laeow further, that Salt out

of Ashes is of very great use, much virtue is contained in them'

yet is that Salt unprofitable, unless its inside be turreed out-

ward.s; and j-ts outsid.e inwards, for it is the Spirit onJ.y that

gives power and li-fe, (for the naked body avoids nothing). If

you hrow how to obtain that, then have you the SaJ.t of the Philo-

sophers, and the t:rre incombustible oil, whereof they have written

many things before me:

Although that many wise,

Have sought for me with care;

Yet few consider what,

My hidden treasure are.
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TiiE FIFTH IGY.

The viv i fy ing power of  the Earth,  produces a]1 th ings that pro-
ceed therefrom: And he that says that the Earth is wi thout Li fe,
is in an error.

For that which is dead cannot add to that which has l ife, and
the of f -spr ing of  the dead cease, because the spir i t  of  L i fe i .s
wanting; therefore the Spirit is the Life and Soul of the Earth,
that dwells in it, and operates on Earthly things, from the Coe-
lest ia l  and sideral .  For alr  Herbs,  Trees, and Roots,  and al l
Metals and Mi.nerals,  recei .ve their  powers,  increase, and nour ish-
ment f rom the spir i t  of  the Earth:  For the spir i t  is  the Li fe,
which is nourished by the Stars, and admini-sters of its nourish-
ment to al l  vegetables.  \nd as the Mother preserves the FETUS
in the womb, and feeds i t  there;  so also does the Earth nour ish
in i - ts bosom the Mi-nera1s, by i ts spir i t  recei-ved. f rom above.

wherefore the Earth af fords not those vir tues of  i tsel f ,  but
the l iving spirit which is in it; and if the Earth shoul-d be



without that  Spir i t ,  i t  were dead, and could not y ie ld any more

nourishment, because the Spirit would want that Sulphur or FATNESS

which preserves the vivifying power, and produces aJ-J- growing

things by its Nutriment.

Two contrary Spirits may dwell together, but not easily agree.

For when gunpowd.er is kindled, these two Spirits whereof it is

made, f ly  the one from the other wi th great noise and vlolence,

and vanish into fume, that none lmows whither they are gone r or

what they were, nnless they larew by erperience what Spirits they

were, and in what subject they had had their being.
Whence you may hrow, thou searcher into Art, that l i fe is only

a meer Spiritr so that everythS.ng that the ignorant world repute

for dead, may be again reduced into a impercept ib le,  v is ib le,  and

Spir i tual  l i fe,  and may be preserved therein,  i f  t i fe only can

operate wi th I i fe,  which Spir i ts feed and nour ish themselves by
a Coelest ia l  substance, and are procreated from a Coelest ia l ,

Elementaty, artd Terrestri-al substance which is called the MATERIA
INFORMIS.

And as iron has its magnet, which by its wonderful and invis-

ib le love at t racts i t ;  so also has our Gold a Magnet,  which Magnet

is the PRIMA MATIRIA of the GREAT STONE. If you understand these

ny expressions, You are blessed with r iches above al . l  the wor ld.
I wil1 reveal one thing more unto you in this Chapter. l4lhen

a man looks in a glass,  there is the ref lect ion of  h is image,
which if you go to touch with your hands r you find nothi.ng tan-
gable but the glass wherein the person looked: So also f rom this
matter must be drawn a visible Spirit, which neverthel-ess is in-
palpabIe.  That very same spir i t ,  r  say,  is  the Radix of  the l i fe
of  our bodies,  and the Mercury of  the Phi losophers,  f rom whence
our liquid water is prepared in 6ur Art, which yor- must make again
MATm,rAl with its own composition, and by some earthly mearls
reduce i t  f rom the lowest to the highest d.egree into a most perfect
Medicine. For our beginning is a secret and palpable body, the
middle, is a fugitive spirit, and a golden water without any
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corrosive'  by which our Masters prolonged their  l ives;  and the end

is a most f ixed rnedj.cine for humane and Metall ine bodi-es, which to
larow is rather granted to Angels than men, although some men are

adopted to the same larowledge, who by their earnest prayers ob-

tained the same of God, and are thankful to him therefore, and'

helpful  to the needy.
For a conclusj .on to these things, I  te l l  you for a t ruth,  that

one work proceeds from another, for our matter must be very wel-l

and highly purif ied in the begi-nning of our work, then dissolved

artd destroyed, and throughly broken and reduced into dust and

ashes: When this is alJ.  done, then make thereof a volat i le Spir i t ,

whi te as snow, and another volat i le Spir i t  red as blood, which
two Spirits contain i-n them a third, and yet are but one Spirit.
Therefore the three Spir i ts,  that  preserve and prolong l i fe,  jo in

thern together, give them their natural meat and drink, as much
as they need, and keep them in a watsn bed, wrt i l_ the perfect  t ime
of thejr Nativity; then shal1 you see and understa:rd what the
Creator and Nature has discovered rrnto you t and lcrow that my lips
never yet so plainly reveal-ed anything. For God has placed more
efficacy artd wonderfulness in Nature, than many thousands of men
can beli.eve; but I arl sealed upon also that others after me may
write of those wonderful natural things which are granted. by the
Creator, but by fools are cor.mted for Supernatural; for that which
is natural has its f irst original from that which is Supernatural,
and yet are they found together to be only natural.
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THE SIXTH ]GY.

Man without a Woman is esteemed but as half a body, and a Womarr
without a Man l ikewi se obtains the name of hal f  a body, for  e i ther
of them by themselves can produce no fnrrt; but when they l ive
together in a congenia ' ]  state,  the bod.y is perfect ,  . j .d by their
seed an i .ncrease suceeeds.

when too much seed is cast  on the ground, that  land is over-
burdened, mature fruit cannot be erpected; and if there be too
l i t t le seed then the frui t  comes up thin,  and instead thereof
grow tares,  whence no nrof i t  can be expected.

If any wil l not burden his conscience with sin in sell ing of
wares 

' 
let him give his neighbours just measure, and Iet hj.m use

just  weights a:"d measures,  then he avoids curses, and gains bless-
ings of  the poor.

In great waters i t  is  easy to
are easily exausted. by the heat
no use.

be drowned, and shallow waters

of the Sun, that they are of
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Therefore to obtaln your desired end, a certain measure must be

observed in the commixition of the Philosophic Liquid Substanee,

that the greater part do not over-power and over-press the lesser,

whereby the ef fect  wi l l  be hindered, and lest  the lesser be too

weak for the greaterr but let there be made an equil dominion3

For great rains are unprofitable to fruits, and overmuch drought

hinders trrre Maturity, wherefore if NEPTUNE has rightly prepared

his water-bath, then take a just quantity of the AQUA PERMAT{EUS,

and have a great care that you take not too much, nor too l itt le.

A double fiery man must be fed with a whj.te swan which will

kill each other, and will agaln revi.ve. And the Air of the four

parts of  the wor ld must possess three parts of  the included f iery

man, that the Song of the Swan may be heard, when she harmoniously

si-ngs her farewell, then the roasted Swan wiLl be food for the

King, and the fiery KinS wil l- exceedj.ngly love the pleasant voice

of the Queen, and out of hj.s great love embrace her, and satiate

himsel f  wi th her,  lmt i l  both vanish and become one body.
It is eommonly said., that two can overeome and conquer one ,

especial ly i f  there be space enough to exercise their  fury;  where-
fore ]ceow from a true gror.md, that a double wind must come called
VULIURNUS, and then a single wind. cal.led NOTUSrthese wil l f iercly
blow from the East and. South, but when they cease, so that of the
Air is made water, then be confident that a corporeal thi.ng may
be made of a Spiritual, and that the number wilJ. bear rule through
the for.r parts of the year, in the for.rrth Heaven, after the seven
Planets have exerci.sed their dominion, and wil l f inish their
course in the lower most habitation of the Palace, and are ready
for the highest examinr so those two that were sent have overcome
and consumed the third.

The lcrowledge of our Ma6istery is herein very necessary for
d. iv is ion,  and conjr .mct ion must be r ight ly made, i f  Art  is  to pro-
duce r iches, and the scales must not be falsei fyed by tmequi l
weights '  This i -s the Rock we proposed.,  that  you be sure to f in ish
this work by an artif icial Heaven, by Air, and by Earth, with true
water and perceptible fire, in giving of a lawful weight without
any defect, as I have rightly inforrned you.
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THE SEVENTHKEY

Natural  heat preserves the Li fe of  man, for  i f  that  be gone,

l i fe ceases.

Natural  f i re,  i f  i t  be moderately used, defends against  cold,

but too much is destruct ive.  I t  is  not  of  necessi ty that  the
Srrn d.o corporally touch the Earth, it is sufficient that the Sr.m

does manifest  i ts  power at  a distance by i ts Rays, which by re-
flection against the Earth, are much strengthenedrfor by that

means it has power enough to perform its office, and to maturate
al l  th ings by concoct ion;  for  by the distance of  the AIR the Sun-

bea.ms are temperated, so that by means of the AIR the FIRE oper-
atesr 4s by means of  the FIRE the AIR operates.

The Earth without the Water carr produce nothing, and aga5.n,
the Water without the Earth excites nothing; as the Earth and the
Water need each others assistance in the producti.on of fruits r so
in no wise can the Fire wi thout the Air ,  nor the Air  wi thout the
Fi.re, for the Fire without the Air has no l ife, and the Air with-
out the Fire cannot manifest  i ts  heat a:nd drrrness-

QVA
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The vine has more need of the heat and beams of the Sun at the

latter t ime of its maturation, than it had in the beginning of
the spring: And if the Sr.m does strongly operate in the autumn,

the vine does yield a better and stronger JUICE, than if the heat

of the Sun-beams be weak or deficient.

In the winter the common people cor-mt all things dead, because

the cold binds the Earth that nothing can grow; but as soon as

the spr ing appears,  that  the eold lessens by the ascent of  the

Sunr al-l things revive, Trees and Herbs grow, and i.nsects which

hid themselves from the cold winter creep forth out of  their  holes

and caves in the Earth; all vegetables yield a new savour, and

their Excellency i.s discovered by their fair, ami.abIe, and var-

ious colours of  their  b lossoms; and then the surnmer cont i -nues the

operation, and brings forth fruits from these several kinds of

flowers: For which tharr.ks be given to the Creator , who by his

ordinance has set borrnds r,rnto these things by Nature.

So year follows after year, r.rnti l the world be again destroyed

by its Maker, and they that inhabit therein be exalted by the
glory of  God, then shaLl-  a l l  Earthly Nature cease to work,  and

the Eternal-  Coelest ia l  one shal l  be in i ts stead.
When the Sr.m decl ines f rom us in the Winter,  i t  cannot dissolve

the snowy mountains, but when it approaches nearer in the Summer,

the Air  is  hotter,  and more powerful  to dissolve the snow, that
i t  turns i t  into water,  and destroys i t :  For the weak must y ie ld
to the stronger,  and the stronger overrules the weak.

Thus al-so in our Magistery the government of the fire must be
observed, that  the moi-st  l iquor be not too suddenly dr ied up,
and the Phi losophic Earth too suddenly melted and dissolved; else

out of  wholesome f ishes in your water you wi l l  generate scorpions.
But i f  you desire to be a t rue Master of  your work:  Then take
your Spi-ritual water, wherein the Spirit moved in the begiruring,
and shut the door of defence upon i"t; for from that t irne sharl
the Heavenly City be beseiged. by Earthly enemies, and your Heaven
must be strongly defended with three fences and waI ls,  that  there
be no entrance but one, and let that be very well guarded.
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When all these are d.one, kindle your Philosophic Lamp, and seek
what you have lost, gj.ve so much light as may suffice: For ]mow

that r insects and worms die in the cold and moist earth, for it

is their Nature, but mans habitation is ordained to be upon the

Earth in a temperate and even condition; but the Angelical- Spirits

that have not an Earthly, but an Angelj.cal body, and are not ob-

noxious to the pol lut ions of  s i .nful  f Iesh, as man is,  they are

placed in a higher degree, that theV can bear without any pre-
judiee both heat and cold, both in the higher and lower Regi.on:

And when man sha1J. be purif ied, he shal1 be l ike those CoeLestial
Spirits; for God rules both Heaven and Earth, and works all things

i.n all.

If we rightly behold our own Souls, then shalI we be made Sons

and Heirs of  God, to ef fect  that  which seems now i-mpossible to us:
But this cannot be done unless the Waters be dried up, and Heaven
and Earth with all Men be judged by Fi.re.
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f r '?F E?A'TII.U .EJIGHTH IGY

Al l  f lesh be i t  mans or beast y ie lds no increase or propagat i -on,
unless i t  be f i rst  putr i f ied,  a lso the seeci  when i i ;  is  sown, and
al l  that  is  under or belonging to vegetables carueot i -ncrease but
by putr i fact ion.

Many insects and worms receive l i - fe,  so that  by meer putr i fact ion
they attain a vivifying power and motion; which ought to be de-
servedly esteemedr 4s a wonder above al l  wonders:  This Nature
has gfanted, for the sarne vivifying increase and inspiratj-on of
l i fo i< rraF! '  much for:nd in the Earth,  and. not by ihe same reasonverJ

is  exci ted in i ts Spir i tual  seed by the other Elements.
This is demonstrable by examples;  the country-wi fe lcnows i t

( rAFlt  r r ra l ' l  f ,vsrJ wsrJ-,  rof  they cannot produce a hen for their  use, but by
the putr i fact ion of  the egg, out of  which the chicken is generated..

r f  bread fal l  into honey, ants are bred there,  which is a s in-
gular mystery i -n Nature above others:  The country-men also r .mder-

-stands, that  worms proceed out of  putr id f lesh of  Men, Horses, and
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other beasts,  ar td also Spidersr worms, etc.  In Nuts,  Applest

Pears, etc. None are able to enumerate the vari.ous ki-nds and

species of  worrns,  which proceed from putr i faet ion.

The same is also observed in vegetables,  that  d. ivers k inds of

Herbsr a 's Nett les and many others grow in those places where such

never grewr oow their  seed fel l ,  only came by putr i fact i .on,  the

cause is,  that  the earth in those places is disposed'  and as i t

were irupregnated for these productions, which has been infused

from above by the Sideral property, then the seed has Spiritually

been formed into them; which seed putr i f ies i tsel f  in the Earthr

and by the operation and co-assistance of the Elements does gen-

erate a corporeal-  matter,  according to i  ts natural  speci-es;  so

that the stars wi th the Elements can exci te a new seed which was

not beforer and afterwards by succeeding putrifaction may be in-

creased; but i t  is  not  granted to Man to exci te a new seed; for

the operat ion of  the Elements,  and the Essence of  the Stars are

not in his power to forrn.

Thus divers sorts of Vegetables gr.ow only by putrifacti-on, but

the country-man looks upon it as usuaI, and consj.ders not , nei-ther

can he inagine or understand any reason for it, for by them its

esteemed only as customary:  But you, whom i t  becomes to ]crow more

than the rnrlgarr ruey learn the cause and fundamentals by observing
these my large demonstrat ions and expressions, vLz. ,  f rom whence

this l iving power of resuscj.tation and generation should proceed,

not esteeming it as customary, but of a dil igent searcher i.nto
Natures Mysteries, because in tnrth all l i fe proceeds from and is
caused by putrifaction.

Every Element has in i-tself its corruption and its vicissitude

of generat ion:  Let the desires of  Art  be sure of  th is,  and lcrow
it from a right formdati-on, that in every Element the other three
are hid: For the Ai-r contains the Fire, Water, and Earth i-n itself,
which seems to be incredable,  yet  i t  is  tnre;  so also the Fire

contains the Air, Water, and Eartht and Earth contai.:rs Water,
Air ,  and .Fire,  e lse they couLd not generate,
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And the Water has part  of  the Earth,  Air ,  and Fire,  otherwise no
generat ion could fo l low, Vet notwithstanding every Element is
dist inct ,  a l though they are al l  mixed, which is evident ly found

by dist i l lat ion in the separat ion of  the Elements.

But I  wi l l  more c lear ly demonstrate th is to Vou, lest  you being
ignorart t ,  judge that what I  have said are meer words and not t ruths,
I  te l l  your who earnest ly intend the separat ion of  Nature,  arrd to
understartd the div is ion of  the Elements,  that  in the dist i l l ing

of the Earth,  f i - rst  the Air  comes very easi ly,  then af ter  some
certaj-n t ime the Element of  Water,  the Fire was included in the
Air ,  because both are a Spir i tual  Essence, and do both wonder-
fu11y love each other.  The Earth remains in the bottom, wherein

is the most precious Sal t .
In the Oist : - f fat ions of  the Water,  the Air  and Fire f i rst  come

^rraF *hon +he Water and the body of  the Earth remains 1n thet  v l tvt t  v l ,

bottom.

The Element of  Fire,  i f  i t  be extracted by f i re into a v is ib le
substance, the water and the Earth may be taken apart ,  so then
the Air  remains in the other three Elements,  for  none of  them can
want Aj-r :  The Earth is nothing, nei ther can i t  produce anything
without Air ;  the Fire burns not,  nor has any r i fe wi thout Air ;
the Water cannot bring forth any fruit without Air, neither carl
the Air consume anybhing, nor dry up any moisture, but by natural
heat, be-eause fervour and heat is for.rrd in the Air, therefore the
Element of  Fire must needs be in the Air ;  for  whatsoever is hot
and dry is of  the substance of  Fire;  whereof any Elernent cannot
want the other,  but  the commi-xi t ion of  the four Elements always
fruct i f ie generat ion of  a l l  th ings:  And he that d.enies th is does
not understand the Myster ies of  Nature,  nei ther has he searched
into their  propert ies.

For you ought to Imow, i f  anythi-ng proceed by putr i fact i -on i t
must of  necessi ty be af ter  th is maru:Ier:  The Earth by i ts secret
and hidden moisture is redueed into corrupt ion,  or  a certain des-
truct ion,  which is the beginning of  putr i fact ion;  for  wi thout



moisture,  as the Element of  Water,  there can be no true putr i fact-

ion:  For i f  any generat ion do proceed from putr i fact ion,  i t  must

needs be kindl-ed and produced by the property of  heat or Element
af  El ino'  r^-  wi thout natural  heat no product ion can be made, andv- 55!vt  rv!

i f  that  product ion do assume a l iv ing breath and mot ion,  that

cannot be without Air ;  for  i f  the Air  d id not co-operate therewith,

and lend i ts aid,  then the f i rst  composure and substance from

whence the generat ing proceeded, woul-d of  i tsel f  be suf focated

and die for  want of  Air ;  wherefore i t  is  c lear ly seen, and fun-

damental ly demonstrated, that  no perfect  creature can be generat-

ed without the ministrat ion of  the four Elements,  and that always

one Element shows i ts operat ion and l i fe in another,  which is

manifested by putr i fact ion.

For wi thout that  ( i .  €. ,  Air)  nothing could be brought to l ight ,
f rom this t ime and forever,  and that al1 four Elements are nec-
essary for  a perfect  generat ion,  and resusci tat i -on.

Know that when ADAM the FIRST man was forrned by the great Creator
out of  a lurnp of  Earth,  there did not as yet  appear any percept-
ib le mot ion of  l i fe,  unt i r  God breathed a spir i t  into hi-n,  then
was this lurnp of  Earth endowed with power.  In the Earth was the
q^1+ i  ^  +DarL; a.e 1,  'uhe body, the inspired Air ;  wi th the NlercurV, the
spir i t .  The Air  by th is inspirat ion did give a genuine and tem-
perate heat;  which was sulphur,  i .e. ,  Fire,  then i t  moved i tserf ,
and ADAIVI manif ested by this motion, that a l iving Soul- was inspired
into him, for  Fire cannot be without Air ,  and so no Air  wi thout
Fire:  The Water was incorporated with.  the Earth,  for  of  necessi ty
they must be together in arr  equal  commixture i f  you expect l i fe
to fo l low.

So ADAIVI was first brought forth, generated arrd compounded of
Earth,  Water,  Air ,  and Fire;  of  Soul ,  Spir i t ,  and Body; and of
Mercury,  Sulphur,  arrd Sal t .

Af ter  the same manner E\rE the f i rst  woman and Mother of  us al l ,
partook of  the sarne composi t ion,  being taken from ADAM; so EVE
was produced and bui lded from ADAM; which note wel l .



And that I  may again return to putrefact ion,  let  the seeker

of  our Magistery,  ar :d inquiror into Phi losophy lcrow that for  the

same reason no Metal l ine seed can operate,  or  augment i tsel f ,

unless th is Metal l ic  seed, bV i tsel f  on1y, wi thout arry strange

add. i t ion or mixture,  be brought to a perfeet putr i fact ion:  As no

seed.s of  vegetables or animals can produce any increase without

putrefact ionr 4s is already declared; so also understand of  Metals,

which putrefact ion must at ta in i ts perfect  ooerat ion by the bene-
f i t  of  the Elements;  not  that  the El-ements are the seed, &S be-
fore is suf f ic ient ly manifested, but that  Metal l ic  seed, which

is begotten by a Coelest ia l ,  Sideral ,  and Elernentary Essence,

and is brought into a Corpor iety,  must be further reduced, bV
the Elements into such a putrefact ion and corrupt i -on.

Note th is also,  that  wine contains a volat i le Spir i t , for  in i ts
dlst i l lat ion the Spir i t  f i rst  comes over,  and then the phlegm:

But i f  i t  be f i rst  by cont inual  heat turreed into Vinegar,  i ts
Spir i t  is  not  so volat i le as before;  for  in the dist i l lat ion of
the v inegar,  i - ts water or phlegm comes f i rst  ,  and the Spir i t  last  ;
and al though i t  be the same matter that  was beiore in the vessel ,
yet  has i t  by far  another property,  being no more wine, but by
the putrefact ion of  cont inual  heat is t ransmuted and maie Vinegar:
And everything that is extracted and circulated with winer or i ts
Spir i t ,  has a far  d i f ferent property and operat ion,  then that
which is extracted with Vinegar.

For i f  the Vi t r iurn of  Ant imony be extracted with winer or Spir i t
of  wj-ne, i t  provokes many stools and vomits;  because i ts poison
and venom is not yet  destroyed or ext inct :  But i f  the Vi t r ium of
Ant imony be extracted with good dist i l led Vinegar,  i t  g ives a fa i r
extract j -on of  a high colour:  Then extract  the Vinegar per M.8. ,
and the yel luw remai-nj-ng powder being wel l  edulcorated by'of ten
washi-ng with common water;  that  a l - l  acetosi ty be done away, then is
i t  a sweet powder which does not exci te any more stools,  but  is
very excel lent  medicine for use, which exceeds even to admirat ion,
and may be deservedly cal led the wonder of  medi_cine.
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This wonderful  powder in a moist  p lace resolves into a l iquor,
which is of excellent use in Chi.rurgery, curing without any pain.
Whereof enough.

And this is principally to be noted for a conclusion of this

discourse, that  there is a Coelest ia l  creature generated, whose

l i fe is preserved by the Stars,  and fed by the four Elements,

which ought to be ki l Ied,  and then putr i f ied,  which done, the

Stars by neans of  the Elements wi l l  again infuse l i fe into those
putr id.  bodies,  that  i t  may again be made that heavenly substance,

which had its habitation in the highest region of the firmament,

if that be done r Vou shall perceive that the Terrestri.al body is

reduced into a Coelest ia l  substance.
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THE NINTH KEY.

Saturn the highest of  the Coelest ia l  Planets has the meanest
author i ty in our Magistery,  Vet is he the chiefest  key in the
whole Art ;  but  p laced in the lowest degreer 'and is of  very l i t t le
estirnation in our Art, although by his swift f l ight he has e1e-
vated himsel f  into the highest pi tch above al l  the luminar ies,
yet  at  the c l ipping of  h is wings, h€ must be reduced to the low-
est l ight  of  a l l ,  and by corrupt ion must be brought to a mel ior-
at ion,  whereby the bl-ack must be changed into whi te,  and the
white into red; and the other Planets must pass through al l  the
colours in the wor ld,  unt i l  they come to the proper superabounding
tincture of the triumpant King.

And so I tell Vou, that although SAIURN be esteemed the mean-
est in the whole wor ld,  yet  has he in him that power and ef f ic-
?.a!  t  that  i f  h is pure Essence, which is beyond measure insensibly
cold,  be added to a eurrant f iery Metal l ic  body, i - ts running qual-
ity may be taken away, and may be made a marleable body, &s SATURN



i tself is, but of far greater f ixity, which transmutation has its

origi-nal beginning and end from Mereury, Sulphur and Salt. This

seems di f f icul t  to be r .mderstood by manyr 3s indeed i t  is ;  but

because the matter is v i le,  therefore must the inteJ. leet  be acute

and high, for there must be r-rnequal states in this world to dis-

cern Masters from Servents.

From SATURN proceed many colours, that are made by preparation

and Artr  4s black,  ash-colour,  whi- te,  yeI low, and red, and besides

these in their mixtures arise other coloursi so that the matter

of the Phj-losophers must pass through many colours, before that

great Stone can be exal ted to i ts certain degree of  perfect ion:
For as of ten as a new passage is opened to the f i rer  so of ten
is a new for:n and speci.es of its vestments given it for a reward,

unt i l  the poor Art ist  gets r ichesrand needs not to borrow of
another.

trt lhen the Lady VET{US possesses the Kingdom, and does rightly
d.istribute the offici.es according to the customs of the Kings
Court r she appears i.n Magnific Splendor, and MUSICA bears before
her a specious Ensign of  a red colour,  wherei-n is painted CHARITY,
very beautiful in her green robes, and in her court SATURN is
the Master P:resident,  who when he performs his of f ice,  ASTRONOMY
earries a black Ensi.gn before him, whereon FIDES is beheld painted.
in a yel1ow and red. ganment: JUPITER with his Scepter takes upon
him the office of a MARSIIAII, and before him goes RHETORICA with
an Ensign of an ash-colour, wherein SPES i.s most beautifully painted
with Splended colours.

MARS is hardened. in warlike affairs, and. bears ruJ-e in the fiery
heat, and GEOMETRIA draws before him a cr-rtain of a bloody colour,
wherein fortitude is d.iscerned., cloathed with a red garmentr Mffi.-
CIIRY takes his place as Chancolier, and before:him ARIIHMETICA.,
bears an Ensign of aJ.J- colours, wherein Temperance is painted in
glor ious colours.

SOL he is Vice-Roy of the Kingdomrand GMMATICIA bears a yellow
Ensign before him, wherein Just ice is pai-nted in a golden rober
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Which Vice-Roy, although he has the greater power in his Kingd.om,

yet Queen VENUS has blinded and conquered him, wi th her trans-

cendent Splendor.

Then 1UNA also appeared and DIAT,ECTICA caries before her a

Silver coloured and. shining vai1, wherein PRUDENCE is painted

in an azure colour: And because lunas husband" died she painted

the of f iee hersel f ,  lest  Queen VENUS should get into the govern-

ment agai-n;  for  she cal led her to an accolrr t  of  her of f i -ce,  then

the Chancellour assists her, that a new Government may be estab-

l ished, and both them nr1e above the Queen: Understand, that  one

Planet must drive out and dispossess another of his government,

of f ice,  possessionrand power,  r :nt i - I  the best of  a l l  at ta in the

highest power,  and with the best and most f ixed colour gi-ven them

by their  f i rst  mother,  out  of  an innate constancy, love, and amity

they obtain the v ictory:  For the oId wor ld.  passes away, and the

new is eome in i ts pIace, and one Planet destroys another Spir i t -

ual-J-y,  that  he that is strongest cont inues t i l I  the last  by feed-

ing upon the other, two or three being overcome by only one.
For a final- conclusion you may understand hereby you must take

Ce1est ia l ,  LIBRA, ARIES, TAURUS,CAT{CER, SCORPIO, and CAPRICORN,

and on the other end of the balance put GEMINI, SAGITTA-RIUS,
AQUARIES, PISCES, and VIRG0; then cause that the golden LION,
leap into the lap of  VfRGO, so wel l  that  part  of  the scale be the

weightest, and weigh down the other; then let the TWET,VE SIGNS
of the Heaven come in opposition to the PLEIA-DES. And so after

the finishing of aJ-J. the colours of the world, there wil l- at last
be a conjr"rnction and r.mion, that the greatest comes to be the

least,  and the least  to be the greatest .

I f  that  tne nature of  the whole wor ld remained,
Only i.n one state, for"lor or quality, and other for:ns could
not by Art  be gained,

The wonders of  the wor1d would cease to be.

And Natures myster ies would not be raised.
For whose di .scover ies let  God be prai-sed.
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mTJF fFart\Trnll LE'v
4lt !  r l t t f  t t  rH!.

1r- Nervs svM rx HTRMoGENE.

In our Stone made by me, and others long before me, are all the
Elements, and a].l the Mineral and Metall i-c for:ns, V€3, and al].

the qual i t ies and propert ies of  the whole wor ld contained: For

therein is forrnd the greatest and strongest heat: For by its
great internal fire the cold body of SAIURN is warmed, and by
that heating is changed into the best gold: In it also is found

the greatest coId, for by its conjunction the hot nature of VENUS
is temperated., and quick Mercury eoagulated, and by the sarne rea-
son'  by i ts f ix i ty is t ransmuted into the best f ixed GoId:  Eecause
all these properties of our matter of the great Stone are infused
by Nature, which properties are concocted and maturated by the
degrees of f ire, r.rnti- l they have attained the highest perf ection,
which cannot be done before that Mor.mt ETNA in SICIT,IA be con,
sumed by its f lames, and no more cold be for.rnd any more in the
highest HYPERBOREAT{ Mor,mtains, which p}ace may also be calIed
EILICTUM.

n:])u
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rf fmits are gathered before they are ripe I they are untimery
and unprofitable, neither are they fit for use; so unless the
potter burn and concoct his wares enough in the fire, they are
unfit for use, because they were not sufficiently Matr.red. in the
f i  v 'o

So also eoncerraing our EIIXIR you must dil igently consider that
.a just t ime be given it, and that before that t ime nothing of its
v i r tue be detracted, lest  i t  be aspersed and esteemed. for  an un-
worthy thing.

rt is evidently larown that if the blossoms be plucked. off, no
fnrit can grow there, therefore has it not for our Magistery;
therefore he that makes too much haste seldome d.oes good in our
Art ,  but  by haste more is spoi led then perfor:ned.

Wherefore let no searcher of tnrth suffer hi.mself to be d.eceived
with over:nuch desire to gather and plucl{ it before its t ime, lest
the Apple slip from him, and the stalk only remain in his hand;
rnn i -  * t r* l^ ,  i f  our Stone be not suf f ic ient ly maturated.,  no r ipe-*v5 4l l  v4ugl t ,

ness can be produced from i"t.
The matter is dissolved i-n BAT.I'IEO, and r,rnited. by putrifaction

i.n ashes it produces flowers r in sand. al-l i ts superfluous humid.ity
is dried away; but a quick fire maturates it with fixation, not
that you must need.s use BAlNElliU MARIE, FIivruS EQUINUS, ASIIES and.
sand successi-vely, but that the d.egrees and regiment of the fi.re
be so perforrned.: For the stone is made in a.n empty furrrace, of a
threefold d.efence, or wall f imrly locked up, inclosed and con-
cocted with a continual f ire, r.rntiJ- al-l clouds and vapours vanish,
and the Garrnent of Honour appear in the greatest splendor, and
remains in one place of the lowest Heaven, and it be stopped in
i ts colrrse.

And when the ir-lng can lift up his arms no longer, he has ob-
tained the government of the whole world, for he is mad.e the King
of everlasting fixity, no danger carr ever hurt him, for he is
become invincj.ble: Now 1et me tell your when your Earth is dis-
solved in its proper water, dry away the water throughly by its
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d.ue fi.re, then wilJ. the Air breathe into it a new life i' and when

the life is incorporated, you have a matterr' which deservedly

can have no other name than the great stone of the wor]-d: That

as a Spirit penetrates hr.uane and. metaLlic bodies r- snd is the

universal ned.icine , without d.efeet r. for it expells the evil- arr.d

preserves the good; it i-s also a melioration, to concoct the evil

with the good.: Its colotr declines from a shining redrress to a

pr.rple , from a Ruby to a Gravate colour i and in weight it is ex-

ceeding and very great.
Who soever shaIl be ad.opted. to this Stone i' let hin return thanks

to the Creator of everXr creature, for that Coelestial Balsoil€;

and Iet hin pray that for himself and hi.s neighbor.r he may use
it for the sustenation of this temporal lifei and that he may
enjoy eternal- happiness in this va1ly of miseries r' and in the
other world to come.

Let God, be highly praised for his unexpressable gift and 'grace

forever. Alvf$\f .
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THE EI,EVENTH IGY .

The eleventh Key of the multiplication of or.rr great Stone I

wiJ.J- discover and reveal r.mto you by way of Parable after this

Martner.

In the East there dwelt a lmight, calIed ORP}IEUS, who mighti ly
abor"tnded in wealth, and did excell in all good things: He chose

and took for his wif e his ov'rn sister EUR]DICE: But when he could

have no issue by her, he imputed it to his sins in choosi-ng his

ovrn sister for hj-s wife: With his daily prayers he besought and

begged the most high God, that he would commwricate to hi-m his

Grace, and give way to his request.

Being sometime overeome with deep sleep, there came to hi :n a

man flying, named PHOEEUS, h€ touched f.is feet, which were very

hot, and said Most Noble I{ERO r Vou have travelled through many

Kingdoms and hrovinces, and many towns, and Regions, and have

und.ergone many dangers in the vast Ocean, and have sustained so

much of the war, that you have acqui-red that Noble Order, and have

, l
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merited that dignity before any other, havi.ng broken many weapons

in Drels and Torrrna.nents, ahd have often obtained honour by the
Venerable Matrons: Therefore my Father in Heaven cornmanded me,
that I should declare r.mto Vour that your supplications were heard;

therefore you are to take the blood of your right side, and. the

bIood out of your wifes left side, and the blood which was con-
cealed in the heart of yor.rr Father and Mother, they are naturally
two, and get but one blood; conjoin these together,  and cause
again that they enter the Globe of the Seven wise Masters, nakedly
enclosed; then is that mighty generation nourished with his own
f1esh, and is renewed with his ovrn honourable bLoodr if you have
d.one this rightly you sha1l leave a nurnerious generation, and
issue begotten of your own body: But lmow, that the last seed. in
the eighth Revorution of t ime, wil l. f inish its course, and. the
first seed out of whi.ch at f i.rst it was mad.e: If you d.o this often,
artd. always begin anewr you shalJ. see your childrens chi-ldren:
That the great world shaI1 be thoroughly replenished. by the gen-
eration of the lesser, that nay abr.mdantly possess the Coelesti.al
Kingdom of the Creator.

This being ended, PHOEBUS fled away again, and the kright awak-
ened out of his sleep, and arose from his bed., and having d.one
all things, as he was conmanded, he not only for.md. good. success
in his r.mdertakings, but God also gave to him and hi-s wife many
children, who by their fathers testament d.id. possess a memorable
name r and the Honor-r of that Noble dignity did forever end.ure in
that family with great riches.

Now, son of Art, if you have r:nderstandingr vou need. no other
interpretation; but if you have no understanding impute it not
unto me, but to your ovrn ignorarrce.

For I am prohibited to open this lock a.rry more, and I must obey,
and observe its rnethod; but to whom the Omnipotent gives to i lrow,
to hj.m it is evident enough, and elearly writtenr vea, and more
clearly than can be believed. I have descri-bed the whole process
figuratively, and after the Philosophic manner, and as my predecess-
ors have d.oner.V€4, artd more plain1y than them, for I have concealed
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nothing3 rf you remove the vail from your eyes, vou sha1I find

that which many have sought, and few find, for the matter is ab-
solutely expressed by its nannes lhe beginning, midd1e, and end

is a]-so d,emonstrated.
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T}IE TWET,FTH I{EY.

A fencer who keows not how to use his weapon, i t  can be of  no

advantage to him, because he has not r ight ly learned the use

thereof ; another i;hai better r. inderstands it than himself, f ighting

with h5-m, the r.rnskilrfu] must need.s be beaten by him; he that has

wel l  at ta ined the Mastery of  the Fencing School  wins the Pr ize.

So he that has by the Grace of the Ornnipotent God. obtai-ned the

Tincture, and ]crows how to use it; so it happens tmto hi-m as was

said of  the fencer,  ihat  lceew not the use of  h is weapon: But see-

ing th is twel f th arrd last  key is for  the f in ishing of  my book,

I wil l not detain thee any longer in parabolical or f igurative

expressions, but wi thout any obscur i ty I  wi l - l  d. iscover th is key

of the Tincture in a most perfect  and true process; therefore

observe my doctr ine as i t  fo l l -ows.
When the Medicine and Stone of  the Phi losophers is made, and

perfect ly prepared out of  the t rue Virgins Mi lk,  take thereof

one part ,  of  the best and purest  Gold,  melted and purged by
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Anti .mony'  three parts,  and reduce i t  into as th in plates as poss-
ib ly you can'  put  these together into a crucible,  wherein you use
to mert  metals,  f i rst  g ive a gent le f i re for  twelve hours,  then
let it stand three days and nights continually in a melting fire,
then are the pure Gord and the stone made a meer Medi-c ine,  of  a
subtile, spiri-tual, and penetrating quality. For without the
ferment of  Gold the Stone cannot operateror exercise i ts t inging
quality, being too subtile and penetrati.ve; but being ferrnented
and united with its J-ike fer:nent, the prepared tincture obtains
art ingress i-n operating upon other bodj-es. Then take of the
prepared ferment one part ,  to a thousand parts of  melted metal ,
if you wourd tinge it , then ]mow for a very certain truth, that
i t  shal1 be transmuted into good and f ixed Gold:  For the one body
embraces the other al though they be not al ike,  vet  by the force
and power added to i t ,  is  made l ike i t ,  r ike having i ts or ig inal
ah l  l  ra

-ar 
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He that uses this means, to him is revealed al l  t ruth.  The
Porches of  the Palace have their  goings forth at  the end, and
this Pol icy is not to be compared to any creature;  for  i t  poss-
esses ALL in ALl, as naturally arrd originally in this world can
possibly be done r.mder the Sun.

0 Begiruring of the first Begirueing, consider the end..
0 End of the last Etld, see to the Beginning.
And let the Middle be faithfully remembered by you, then wil l

God the Father,  sonr and Holy Ghost,  g ive unto your whatsoever
you require for  Spir i t ,  Sou1, and Body.



OF THE FIRST MAITER OF THE

PHIIOSOPHERS STONE.

A stone is found which is esteemed. vile,
from whieh is drawn a fire voIati]-e.

Whereof our noble Stone i tsel f  is  made,
Composed of  whi te and red that narre wi l l  fade,

I ts cal led a Stone, and yet i .s no Stone;
And i.n that Stone Dame Nature works alone.
The fouetain that from thence did sometime fl low,
His fixed Father drowned hath a]-so.

His life and body are both devoured r' r.mtiI at last
his Soul  to him restored:
And his volat i le Mother is made one,
And alike with him in his own Kingdom.

Hinself al-so virtue and power hath gained.
fu:d far greater strength then before attained.
In old age aLso doth the Son excel l ,
Hj .s own Mother,  who i .s made volat i le,
By VuJ-cans Art, but f irst its thus indeed,
The Father from the Spirit must proceed.
Body, Sou1, Spi.rit, a:re in two contained,
The total Art may welJ. from them be gained..
It comes from one, and is one onJ.y thing,
The volati le and fixt, together bring.
It is two and three , and yet onJ-y one,
If thi-s you do not conceive , ' you get none.
ADAM in a BAINEO resi.deth where vENus like hirnself abi.deil-,
Which was prepared at  the old DRAGONS cost,
Where he has greatest strenlth and power lost.
I ts nothing else sai th one Phi losophus,
But a mercurius D;.plicatus. I wiLJ- say no more,
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i.ts nane I have shown,

Thri"ce happy is the man to whom its h:Iown.
Seek for it there, and spare not cost and. pains r-
The end will crown the work with health and gains.
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A BRIEF APPENDIX AI{D PLAIN REPEIITION OR REITERATION OF BASIIIUS
VA],ENTINUS.

The Monk of  the Order of  St ,  Berrnet,  to his book of  the Great

Stone of  the Ancients,

I Basil ius Valentinus, Monk of the 0rder of Saint Bennet, have
written a sma1l Treatise, and. as the Arrcients, have revealed in
a PhilosophS-c manner, how that most exceJ.J.ent treasure may be
attained., bV which the tnre Philosophers did exceedingly prolong

their  I i .ves.

And althoughr ?s my consci.ence bears me witness before the High-
est in the Heavens, to whom all secrets are manifest, r have
wri.tten no r.mtruths r but have made the tnrth itself so plain that
understandlng men need no more l ight. (For my Theory written for
them, whi.ch was confirmed and made plain by the practice of the
twelve keysr.  is  suf f ic ient . )  Nevertheless the r .mquietness of  my
mind so wrought with me, through my various cogitations, that r
undertook to add this smal-l Tract, to demonstrate by a shorter
wavr and as it were by this means to purifie that burning light,
whereby every lover of tnre wisdom t frly- have his desire the more
fulfilled by that splendor and elearrress. And arthough many
esteem it clear enough al.readyr' and so heap upon me the burd.en of
many evils, Iet every one Inow, that to these that are d.u1l of
understanding, they wiJ.I. find that whi.ch they seek to be diffic-
ult enough, but to the adepted plain and, easy; therefore my search-
ers of truth attend to my instnrctions, and you sha1l find. the
true way to Art. For I have written nothing but what I shalL
bear witness unto after my deathr'and at the Resurrection of my
body.

You shaLl faithfully and truly find the shorter w&v, in the
fol lowing diseor. l rse,  for  my sayings are forrnd.ed in s jmnl in i t r r ,
and not in sophist ica1. erpressions.
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I have mentioned and d.emonstrated, that all things are mad.e and
compottnded of  three Essences, v iz. ,  of  Mercury,  Sulphur,  and Sa]- t ;
and it is tnre what f have sai.d.

But ]ceow thi.s , that the Stone is made of one, two, three, four,
and, f ive:  Of f i .ve,  that  is i ' the quintessence of  i ts  matter,  of  four,
are und.erstood the four elements r of three, they are the three prin-
cipals of all thingst of twor for that is the danble mercurial sub-
stance r of one r that is the ENS PRIMIIM of al-l things , which flowed
from the FIAT of the first Creation.

Many well rnind.ed Artists may be doubtful by al-l these sayings, to
attain the for.mdation and r.mderstanding of the following discover-
ies,  therefore I  shaI1 f i rst  very br ief ly speak, of  Mercuryi  sec-
ondly, of Su].phtr; thirdly, of Sa1t, for these are Essences of our
matter of  the Stone.

First heow, that no common Argent vive is f it for our use; but our
Argent vive is made of the best metal by the spaglpic kt, pure, sub-
ti le, clear, splendent, as a fowrtainr' transparent as Christalr ' with-
out any irnpurity; of this make a water or incombustible oi].; For
Mercury was at the first waterr 4s al. l Philosophers agree to this
my saying and doctrine.

In this Mercurial 0i1, dissolve its proper Mercr:ryr ou.t of which the
water was mad.e, and precipitate that Mercury with its proper oiI,
then have you a double Mercurial substance; and lorow that your Gold.
must f irst be dissolved in a certai.n water, expressed. in my second.
keyr after its purif icati.onr 4s in the first key, and must be red-
uced into a subtj.le Calxr a's is mentioned. in the fourth key; and
then the said ca].x must be sublimed by spirit of saIt, and pre-
cipitated againr and by reverberation reduced. into a subtile pow-
der: Then its own proper Sulphur wil l the more readily and easi-Iy
into its own substance, and be in arnity with it, for they wonder-
fulIy love each other. So have you two substances in one, and. is
called the Mercury of the Philosophers, and yet is but one substance,
that is , the fi-rst ferrnent.
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Now fol lows what is to be said of  Sulphur.

Your Sulphur you must seek in the l ike metal ,  then you must krow

how to extract  i t  out  of  the body of  the metal-  by pur i f i -cat ion,

and destruct ion of  i ts  for :n and reverberat ion,  wi thout any corros-
j-ves , whereof I gave you a hint, and minded you of it al-so in the

third key:  Then dissolve the Sulphur in i ts own proper bIood,
whereof i t  was made before i ts f ixat ion,according to i ts due weight

shown in the s i .xth key;  then have you nour ished and dissolved the

true Li-on, wi th the blood of  the green Lion; for  the f ix t  b lood
of the red T, ion,  is  made out of  the vol_at i le blood of  the green
l ion;  therefore are they of  one nature.  And the volat i le blood
makes the f ixed blood vo1at i1e,  and the f ixed l ikewise makes the
volat i le blood f ixedr 3s i . t  was before i ts solut ion.  Then set
them together in a gent le heat,  unt i l  the whole Sulphur be dis-
solved; then have you the second ferrnent,  nour ishing the f ixed
Sulphur wi th the volat i ler  3s al- l  Phi losophers agree with me herein.
This af terwards is dr iven over wi th Spir i t  of  wine, red as blood,
and is cal led AURUM POTABLE, whereof there is no reduct ion to a
' laar l r r
vvsJ .

I  wi l l  a lso give you my opini .on of  the Sal t  of  the Phi losophers.

sal t  makes f ixt  and volat i le,  according as in i ts degree i t  is
ordered and prepared: For the spir i t  of  sal t  of  far tar ,  i f  i t  be
drawn PER SE, and without addition, makes all- netals volati le by
resolut ion and putrefact iont  and resolves them into a t rue v ive,
or current Mereuryr 4s my pract ical_ doctr ine holds for th.

sal t  of  rar tar  PER sE f ixes most f i rmly,  espegial ly i f  the heat
of  CALX VfVE be incorporated with i t ,  for  both these have a s ing-
ular degree of f i-xing.

So also the vegetable Sal t  of  wine both f ixes and makes volat i le
according to the divers preparat ion thereof,  as i ts use requires,



which certainly is a great mystery of  Nature,  and a wonder of  the

Phi losophic Art .

I f  a man dr ink wine, and out of  h is ur ine a c lear Sal t  be made,

that is volat i le,  and makes other f ixed things volat i - le,  and carr ies

i t  over the heln wi th i t ,  but  f ixes not;  and al though the man

drink nothing but wine, out of  whose ur ine the Sal t  was made,

yet i t  has another property,  than the Sal t  of  tar tarr  or  of  the

feces of  wine: For there is made a t ransmutat ion in the body of

man, so that out of  a vegetable,  that  is ,  out  of  Spir i t  of  wine,

an ani .mal-  Spir i t  of  Sal t  is  made, horses by the corroborat ion of

their  natural  v i r tue,  do t ransmute, oats,  hay,  arrd such l ike,  and

convert  i t  into fat  f lesh; so does the bees make honey out of  the

best of  f lowers of  herbs.

So r .mderstand of  other th ings: This key and cause consists only

in putrefact ion,  f rom whence such a separat ion and transmutat ion

takes i ts or ig inal .

The Spir i t  of  conmon Sal t ,  which is drawn af ter  a pecul iar  manner

makes Gold and Si lver volat i1e,  i f  a smal l  quant i ty of  the Spir i t

of  the DRAGON be added to i t ,  i t  d i .ssolves i t ,  and carr ies i t

over wi th i t  PER ALEMBICUTVI,  as also does the EAGLE with the DRAGONS
Spir i t ,  which dwel ls in stony places; but i f  any th ing be melted
with Sal t ,  before the Spir i t  be separated from i ts body, i t  f ixes
mueh more than i t  volat i l i .zes.

This I  fur ther te l l -  Vou, i f  the Spir i t  of  conmon Sal- t  be uni ted
with Spir i t  of  wine, and both be three t imes dist i l led over together,
then i t  waxes sweet,  and looses i ts acr imony: This prepared Spir i t

does not corporal ly dissolve Gold;  but  i f  i t  be poured on a pre-

pared Calx of  Gold,  i t  extracts i ts highest t incture and redress;

which i f  i t  be r ight ly done, i t  reduces pure and white LUNA into
the sarne colour whereof i ts body was, before i t  was extracted:

Also the o1d body wi l l  again at ta in i ts colour by the love of
ent ic ing VENUS, being descended from the sarre or ig inal ,  state and

blood, whereof th is is not a place to speak any further.
I i row al-so the Spir i t  of  Sal t  destroys LUNA, and reduces i t  into
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a Spir i tual  ESSence, according to my i -nstruct ion,  f rom whence

afterwards I 'UNA POTABLE may be prepared whi-ch Spirit of LUNA is

appropr iated to the Spir i t  of  SOL, as marl  and wife,  by the copulat-

ion arrd conjunct ion of  the Spir i t  of  Mercury,  or  i ts Oi- l - .

Thc .snir  i t  l ies in Mercury,  seek the t incture in Sulphur,  ar idaltv v! , - !  4 w

the coagulation in Sal-t, then have you three matters , which may

again produce some perfect  th ing,  that  is ,  the Spir i t  in Gold

f  ermented with i ts own proper 0i1.  Sulphur is plent i fu l ly  for-rr .d

in the propr iety of  nost  precious VENUS, which inf lames the f ixed

blood gotten of  her:  The Spir i t  of  the Phi losophic Sal t  g ives

victory to coagulat ion,  a l though the Spir i t  of  Tartar,  and. Spir i t

of  Ur ine,  together wi th the t rue ACETUM may do much: For the Spirr t

of  Vinegar is cold,  and the Spir i t  of  Calx Vive is very hot 
'  

there-

fore are they esteemed and found to be of  contrary natures:  Now

f speak not according to the Phi losophic custom: But i t  does not

become me to discover more plainly,  how the inner doors are locked.

This I  fa i thful ly te11 you for a farewel l :  Seek your matter in

a Metal l ine substance, make thereof Mereury;  which ferment,  wi th

Mercury:  Then a Sulphur,  which ferment wi th i ts proper Sulphur '

and with Sal t  reduce i t  into Order,  d ist i l l  them together,  con-

jo in then al l  according to their  due proport ion,  then wi l l  i t

become that one thing, which before carne from ooe; coagulate and

fix it by a continual heat; then multiply arrd ferment it three

t imes, according to the doctr j -ne of  my two last  keys ,  then shal1

you at ta in and f ind the end and conclusion of  your desire:  The

use of  the t i .ncture,  the twel f th key,  has absolutely the certain

process, wi thout any doubtful-  expressions.

THANKS BE UNTO GOD

For a conclusion of  th is Appendix,  I  must needs tel l  you that

out of  b lack SATURN and fr iendly JOVE, a Spir i t  may be extracted,

which is af terwards reduced into a sweet oi ] ,  as i ts noblest  part ,



which medi-c ine,  PARTICUIARITER does most absolutely take away the

nimble runni-ng quality from conmon MERCURY and brings him to a

mel iorat ionr a,s I  taught you before.

AN ADDITION.

Having thus attained the matter, nothing remains but that you

look wel l  to the f i re,  that  you observe i ts Regiment ,  for  herei-n

is the highest eoncernment,  and the end of  the work:  For our f i re

is a conmon fire, and our furnace is a common furnace, although
they that were before me have wri t ten,  that  our f i re is not a

conmon f i re,  yet  I  te l l  you in t ruth,  that  they did af ter  their

manner conceal  a l l  myster ies,  b€cause the matter is v i le,  and

the work is but l i tt le, whi-ch the Regiment of the fire onJ-y fur-

thered and manifested. The f i re of  the larnp with Spir i t  of  wine

is unprof i table,  the expence thereof would be increadable;  FIMUS
EQUIUS spoi ls i t ,  for  i t  cannot perfect  the work by the r ight

degrees of  f i re.
Many artd various furnaces are not convenient, for in our three-

fold furnace only the degrees of  f i re are proport ionably observed;
therefore let  no prat ing sophister lead you into errors wi th many
furnaces: And as our furnace is commonr so is our fire common,
and as our matter is comnonr so is our Glass l ikened to the Globe
of the earth:  You need no frrr ther instruct ions concernins the
f i re,  i ts  Regiment,  or  furnace.

For he that has the matter wi l l  soon f ind a furnace, he that
has meal- can soon find an oven, and needs take no further care
for baking of the bread.

There is no further need to wr i te pecul iar  books of  th is sub-
ject ,  only observe the Regiment of  the f i re,  to lcrow how to dis-
tinguish between eold and hot, if you attain this you have done
the work,  and brought the Art  to a conelusion: For which let  the
Creator of  Nature be praised forever AMEN.
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OF MERCURY.

There are several  sorts of  MERCURY, Mereury of  Animal and Veg-

etables is meerly a fume of  an incomprehensible being, unless i t '

be caught,  and reduced to an oi l ,  then is 1t  for  use. But Mer-

cury of  Metals is of  another condi t ion,  as that  a lso of  Minerals:

Though the fume also may be compared with a fume, yet  is  i t  com-

prehensible and rwrning. One Mercury is better and nobler than

the other:  For the SO1AR Mercury is the best of  them ar 1;  next

unto that is the I,UNAR Mercury, artd so forth. There is a differ-

ence also among Sal-ts and Sulphurs: Among the Mj-neral Sal-ts , that

carr ies away the bel l ,  which is made of  Ant imony: And that Sul-

phur,  which is drawn from Vitr io l ,  is  preferred before al l  others.

Mercr-ry of  Metals is hot and dry,  cold and moist ,  i t  contains

the four qual i t ies.

There are Medicaments prepared of  i t ,  of  a wonderful  ef f icacy,

of  several  sorts and forms, whi .ch is the reason, why there is

such a var iety of  v i r tues therein:  In Mereury l ies hid the high-

est  ARCAT{UM for mans heal- th,  but  is  not to be used crude, but

must f i rst  be prepared into i ts essence. I t  is  subl imed with

Copper-Water,  and is fur ther reduced into an 0i1.  There is an

oi l  made of  i t  PER SE, wi thout any corrosiveness, which is pleasant

and fragrant:  Several  sorts of  o i ls  wi th addi t ionals can be made

of i t ,  good for many things. I t  is  prepared also wi th GoId;  being
first made into an AIVIALGAIVTE; there is made a precipitate of it in
water ,  wherei-n i t  d issolves green, l ike r .mto a smaraged r  or  cry-
sol i th:  The volat i le Mercury serves for outward use, i f  a separat-

ion is made by some means, and is brought into subt i le,  c lear

LIQUOR, and then to a red-brown powderu and i ts received corros-

i .veness is separated, then i t  may do wel l  for  other uses.
The mixed Mercury serves for inward use.
Mercury being purged, is precipi tated with the blood of  VENUS,

is wel-1 digested with dist i l l -ed v inegar,  and thus his corroding
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quality is taken off: Have a care what quantity you minister, if
i t  being given in a t rue dose, then i t  does i ts part  very wel l :
But for  i ts  operat ion,  i t  is  not  equal ly subl j -med unto the f ixed,

its coagulation is for-rnd in Saturr:, his mal-leableness is apparent,

when he is robbed of  h is l i fe:  He contains his own t incture upon

white and red' being brought in his fixed coagulation r.mto a white

body, is t inged again by Vitriol water, and being reduced r.mto
GoLd, is graduated by Antimony. Though that blood-thirsty rRON
OAPTATN with his spear assalts MERCURY very much, vet he alone
cannot conquer him, r:nless cold SATURN come in to hide him, and
JUPITER command the peace with his Seepter.  Such processes being
finished, then the Angel GABRTEI, the strength of the Lord, and
URIEI the l ight of God has shown merey r.mto humble MICHAEL, then
RAPHAET, can make use of the highest medicine, nothJ-ng can prevail
against  the medicine. Thus much be spoken of  MERCURY: Now I  swing
myself from hence, and f1y to a place where frost and heat can
better be tolerated, and endured.

OF AI{TIMONY

It  fa l ls  very di f f icul t  to MeOhanices, to have done learning
with their compassess Because that great ARCHITECT JEHOVAII has
reserved nany things for hi.s own power. In the same conditi-on
we find. ANTIMoNY, it is very difficult io find out alL the myst-
er ies that  are hid therein;  i ts  v i r tue is miraculous, i ts power
is great,  i ts  colour hidden therein;  is  var i .ous,  1ts crude body
is poisonous, yet  i ts  essence is an ant idote against  poison, is
l ike rrnto Quicic-silver, whi-ch ignorant physicans can nej-ther com-
prehend, nor f ind;  but the ]crowing physic ians, bel j -evi .ng i t 'o be
truer a.s having made many experiments with it.

This Mineral contains much of Mercury, nuch of surphur, and
l i t t le of  sal t ,  which is the cause why i t  is  so br i t t le and app-
l iabre:  For there is no malreableness in i t ,  bv reason of  the
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small quahtity of Sa1t, the most amity it bears r.rrto SATURN is by

reason of  MERCURY: For Phi losophers Lead is made out of  i t ,  and is

af fected r .mto Gold,  bV reason of  i ts  Sulphur:  For i t  purges Gold'

leaving no irnpurity in it; there is an equal operation in it with

GoId,  i f  wel l  prepared, and mini-stered to man medicinal ly:  f t

f l ies out of  the f i re,  and keeps f i rmly in the f i re,  i f  i t  be
prepared accordingly.  I ts volat i le spir i t  is  pois ionous, purges

grieviously not without damage r.mto the body; its remaining fixed-

ness purges a1so, but not in that mannerr 4s the former did, pro-

vokes not to stool ,  but  seeks meerly the di-sease, where ever i t

is ,  penetrat ing al l  the body, and the members thereof,  suf fers

no evi l  to abide there,  expel ls i t ,  and br ings the body to a better

condi t ion.
rn hniar {{TIMONY is the Lord in Medicinals,  there is made of
- la 

v5 
-v5 

t  . .

i t  a REGUT,US out of Tartar and SaIt, if at the melting of Anti-

mony some i ron f i l ings be added, bV a manual used, there comes

forth a wonderful  Star,  which Phi losophers before me, cal- led the

SIGNET-STAR: This Star being several  t imes melted with cold EARTH-

SAIT, i t  grows then yel lowi.sh, is of  a f iery qual i ty,  and of  a

wonderful  ef f icacy:  This Sal t  af terwards af fords a LIQUOR, which
further is brought to a f ixed incombust ib le oi . I ,  which serves
for several  uses.

Besides, there are made of common REGULUS of Antimony curious
f lowers,  e i ther red, yel lowr or whi te,  according as the f i re has
been governed. These f lowers.  being extracted, and the extract ,
without any addition PER SE being driven into an oi1, have an
admirable efficacy.

Thj.s extraction may be made also with Vinegar of crude Antimony,

or of  i ts  REGUIUS; but i t  requires a longer t ime; nei ther is i t
so good as the for:mer preparation. And being reducgd j-nto a

PHTLISTEA' there is a grass made of  i t  PER sE, of  which r  mad.e
ment ion in ury eighth key,  which is extracted also;  then abstract-
ed there remains a powder of  incredable operat ion,  whi-ch may safely
be used, af ter  i t  has been edul-corated. This powder,  being dissolved,
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heals wounds, sores,  etc. ,  causing no pains:  This powder being

extracted once more with Spirit of wine r or d.riven through the

helnet,  wi th some other natter,  af fords a sweet oi l ;  to speak

further of  i t  is  needless.

Antimony is melted also with cold EARTH-SAIT, dissolved, and

digested for a t ime in Spir i t  of  wine, i t  af fords a whi te,  f ixed

powder, is effectual against MORBUS GAILICUS, breaks inward im-
postums; i t  has several  v i r tues besides.

You must learn to prepare Antimony yourself, 1ay hands oor dive

into its inward qualit ies, you wil l meet with wonderful matters:
For my eonscience wi.1l not suffer rue to discover all. i ts qualit ies:
I d.esire not to load the physicans curses upon me, which were at
great expences, and toiled much in burning of coals about its pre-
parat ion,  i f  I  should rob them of their  l ively-hood. Therefore
learn th is alsor 2s thy predecessors did;  seek as r  have done;
then you wil l f ind also, what others have told of.

There is made an oil also of Antimoflvr the flying Dragon being
added thereunto,  which being rect i fyed thr ice,  then is i t  pre-
pared: Though a cANcER were never so bad, and the V{Q]F never so
bi t ing,  Vet these with al l  their  fe l lows, be they FISTULATS, or old
urcers,  must f ly  and be gone: The l i t t Ie powder of  the f ly ing
Dragon prepared with the l i.ons b1ood, must be minj-stered al.so;
threer or four grains for a dose, according to the parties age
an-a complexion.

A further process may be made with this oil with the addi.t ion
of a water,  mad.e of  Stone serpents,  and other neeessary spices;
not those whi.ch are transported from the Indies: This powd.er is of
that efficacy, that it radi.cally cures many Chronical diseases.

There is made a red oiL of  Ant imoryr cal-x v ive,  sar-ar:noniac,
and common sulp[rrr, which has done great cures in old ulcers:
With Stone Saltr or with common Salt, there is forced from Anti-
mony a red 0i1, which is admi.rable good for outward symptoms.

There is made a sublimate of Antimohyr with spirit of rartar
and sal-miac,  being digested for a t ime, which,  by means of  MARS,
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i.s turned into quiek Mercury. This Anti.monial Mercury has been

sought of many, but few have gotten it: Which is the reason why

its praise is not dirnrlged, much less is its operative quantity

lceown: If you lmow how to precipitate it weLl, then your Arrow

wiJ.J- hit the mark, to perfonn strange matters; its quali.t ies

ought not to be made common.
I t  is  needless to descr j .be i ts combust ib le Sulphurr  how that

is made of Antirnohy, it is easy and lcrown: But that which i-s
f ixed, is a secret ,  and hidden from many.

If an oi1 be made of it, in which its owrl Sulphur is dissolved,

and these be fixed together, then you have a Medicine of rare

qualit ies, in virtue, ooerati.on, and abil ity far beyond vegetables.

Quick-siLver being inbibed with quick Sulphur, melted with Anti-

mony for some hours in a wi.:ed oven, the Salt of the remainder

being extracted with drsti l led Vinegar, then you have the PHIL0-
SOPHERS SAIT, which cures alJ- manner of Agues,

There is an ACETUI4 made of Arrtimooyr of an acidityr 4s other
ACETUMS are; if i ts own Salt be dissolved in the ACETIJM, and dis-
t i l led over,  then this ACETUM is sharpened, which is an excel lent
cooler in hot swell ings , and o ther inflamed slrmptoms about wounds ,
especially if there be made an r.mguent of it together with AI{IMA

of Saturn.

The Qui,ntessence of Antinony is the highest Medicine, the noblest
and subtilest found i.n it, and is the fourth part of an UNIVERSAI
Medieine. Let the preparation of it be sti1l a mystery, its quan-
tity, of dose is three grains, there belong four instruments to
the making of it, the furrnace is the fifth,in which WLCAN dwe1ls,
the Manuals, and the government of f j-re afford the ordering of it.

You Physj .c ians,  i f  you be wi"se,  seek out th is Medicine in that
subject ,  where i t  l . : .es in,  and nay be for,md. bestrand most ef fect . .
uaI .

I forbear to speak further of Antimory, let Justinian jud.ge
of the rest .
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OF COPPM.WATER.

If I could prevaj.l with APOLLO to be mereifirl, and to give lib-
erty to his MUSE to be ny assistance in the d.escribing of Art

and Wisd.om, then would. I bring in an offering r:nto MINERVA, wherety

the God.s of Wisdom might take notice of a grateful mj.nd for their
gifts they had bestowed; and r would write of a mineral, whose
salt is set forth in the highest manner, whose great and good
qualit ies are of that transcendencyr' that reason is not able to
comprehend, or to coneeive of them. rt went generally by the
nane of copper-water, to nake the meaning and sense of it plain;
let men lcrowr and be thus informed of it, that VITRIOL contains
two spir i ts,  a whi te,  and a red one: The white spir i t  is  the
white Sulphur upon whiter'the red Spirit is the red Sulphur upon
red.; he that hath ears let him hear!

Observe dil igently, and remember every word, for they are of
a large extent, every word is as pond.erous as a center Stone.
The white spir i t  is  sour,  causes an appet i te,  and a good digest-
ion in a marls stomach. The red Spirit i .s yet sourer, and is more
ponderous than the white, in its distiJ.J.ing a longer fire must be
continuedr because it is f ixed in its d.egree. of the whi.te by
distilling of Sulphur of IUNA is mad.e ARGENTUM pOTABLE. In like
nanner the Gold, being d.estroyed in the Spirit of conmon saIt,
and. made spiritual by distiJ.lingr' and its sulphur taken fbom it,
and joined with a red spirit in a due d.ose r" then it may be d.is-
solvedr arrd then for a tj.ne putrif ied in spirit of wine, to be
further digested, and often abstracted, that nothing remain in
the bottom, then you have made ATJRUM POTABLE, of which great vol-
umes have been vrritten, but very few of their processes were right.
Note' that the red Spirit must be rectif ied. from its acidity, and
be brought into a sweettress, subti l ly penetrating of a pleasa4t
taste and sweet fragraney.

f have told you now great mattersr'whi.ch slipped f}om me against
my intention, the sweet spirit i .s mad.e of sulphur of vitriol,
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which is combustible, l ike other Sulphtr, before it is destroyed.:
For the Sulphur of  Phi losophers,  (note i t  wel l )  is  not  combust i .b le;
its preparati.on needs not to be set down, being easy, requiring
no great pains nor great expense, to get a combustible Su].phlr out
of Vif,riol.

This sweet 0i1 is the essence of  VITRIOL, and is such a Medicine,

which is worthy the name of the third Pi1lar of the Universal
Medicine. The SaJ-t is drawn from COLCHOTAR, and is distit led
again, if i t be ferrnented with \[ENUS, it performs its office very
well: For it afford.s such a Med.icine, which at the melting tinges
pure iron into pure coppero

COICHOTAR of Sulphtr affords true fr.mdamentals unto healing of
perished wor,mds, which otherwise are hardly brought to any heal-
ing: And sueh sores, which by reason of a long continued white

redness wil l adnit of no healing; COLCH0TAR affords, arl i.ngress
therer.mto, setting a new for.urdation; that quality and virtue is
not in the COICHOTAR, but the Spirit together with the Salt are
the Masters which dwell therein.

There is nade of  Copper and Verdigreece a Vi t r io l  of  a high
degree, and is far  spread in i ts t incture:  There is a Vi t r io l

made of  i . ron also,  which is of  a strange qual i ty:  For i ron and
eopper are very nigh kind one to another,  belong together,  3s
man and wife, this mystery should have been concealed, but being
i t  is  of  great coneernment,  I  could not forbear but to speak of
i t .

Vi t r io l  is  corroded with Sal-arrnoniac,  i .n i ts subl imat ion there
ar ises a combust i .b le Sulphur,  together wi th i ts Mercury,  of  which
there is but l i t t1e,  because i t  has most of  Sufphur.  I f  the same
Sulphur be set at l iberty again by the EAGT,E, with Spirit of wine,
there can be made a Medicine of  i t r  &s r  te ld you formerly of  i t .
Though there be a nearer way to nake a combustible Sulphur out of
Vi t r ioLr 2s of  i ts  precipi tat ion upon a preced.ent dissolut i -on,
by the Sal-t r or l iquor of Tartar r a's also by a common T,IXIVIuM
made of  BEECH-ASI{ES; yet  th is is the best reason, because the
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body of  Vi t r io l  is  bet ter,  and more opened with the key of  the

EAGLE. There are other mysteri.es hidden in Vitriol, which in

your operati.ve qual-ity are excellent, and are lcrown apparently,

as VENUS and MARS bear real record in their Spirits, the same

does lmowled.ge SOI and LIINA: But I d.o not intend at this time

to wr i te a perfect  book of  CHIRURGERYT And to make relat ions of

part icuLars,  in commendat ion of  Vi t r io l :  I  have already wri t ten

too much of it, Vou are to learn and search also t you wil i- f ind

that Vi t r io l  needs no Proctor to speak for i t ,  and i t  wi l - I  suf f -

iciently i.nforrn you of an absolute Chirurgick book, contained in

its nature as a third part of the iINIVERSAI,, against al1 manner

of di .seases.

In the c losing hereof I  teI1 you this nuch, that  there is not

for.md in i ts nature,  nei ther cold or moist  qual i ty,  but  is  of  a

hot and dry substant ia l  qual i ty,  and is the reason, why by i ts

superabounding cal id i ty i t  hdats other th ings, digest ing them,

and at last it brings them to a full maturity, the fire being

continued for a certain time.

The things I  wr i te of  Vi t r io l ,  I  have not begged or boryowed
from other mens writ ings, but for-rnd them so in my long continued
pract ice,  whereby nature enabLed me to become a SOOTHSAYER, by
permission of the highest Creator, that that nobly implanted qual-
ity might be avouched by a faithful- and true evid.ence of one of
her devoted. d5-sci .p1es.

And I speak thus much for a IVIEMORAI{DUM, that if PARIS can keep
safely HELENA without troubles, that the noble City of TROJA in
GREECE be no more nrined and destroyed, and PRIAIVIUS together with
MH\ILAUS be no more affl icted and d.istracted thereby, then I{ECTOR
and ACHITT,IES wil l agree well enough, to obtain that royar race,
without going to war for it, and be POSSESSORS of that Monarchy
in their childrens chifdren, and their off-spring and posterity
for the enlargi-ng of their Dominions, by increasing their riches
infinitely, against whi-ch no enemy d.ares sti.r.
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OF COMMON SULPHUR.

The usuar conmon sulphur is not so perfectry exalted in its
degreer and. brought r.mto maturityr 4s it is for.rnd ir:r Antimony
and vitriol, there is nade of it PER sE, an oiI against putrid.
stinking wound.s, destroying and killing such worms, which grow
in theni especail ly if that I itt le Sa]-t i.:e it be dissolved. from
the Sulphur.

There is mad.e of it a Balsom with Sall-et 0 j.1, or Oif of Jr-miper,
in l ike manner with the white spirit of rerpentine, and is of a
red colour, is mad.e thus: Take flowers of suIphr.r, mad.e with the
CO],CHOTAR of vitriol, digest them for a time in horse-dungr or
any other way, this Balsom may safely be used. for such, that a-re
in a consunption of the Lrngs, espeeially if rectif ied. several
times with spirit of wine, drawn-overi 'and separated., that it be
blood red. This Balsom i.s a preservative against cornrption and.
rottenrr€ss.

The Quintessence of Sulphur i.s in a Minera].r 'where a sulphur-
eous fl int is generated; these beaten pebbles being put in a grass,
and on it be poured a strong Aquafort, mad.e of Vitriol and Salt-
peter' artd let dissolve what may be d.issolved., abstract that water,
the remainder but be weJ-l dulcif iedr' 'and reverberated. to a red-
ness, pour on that spir i t  of  winer 'erbract  i ts  t incture,  af ter-
wards eirculate for a time in the Pell ican, let all the essence
of sufphul' 5s separated, it stays below the spirit of winer l ike
fat  Sa11et 0i1;  by reason of  i ts  ponderousness: I ts d.ose of  s i .x
grains is for.rnd to work suffieientry. rf you d.igest in this
essence of  Sulphur,  My:rhe, Aloesr '  and other spices,  i t  extracts
thei"r virtues, and. makes it into a Balsom, wh!.ch suffers no flesh,
or other parts that are subject r.nto putrifaction, to fall- into
rottenness, for which cause the Ancients have put the name to it:
BALSAJVIUS MORTUORUM "

Thus I close to speak any further of combustible Sulphur. There
may be made art 0i1 of it, which is for-md very useful, the Su.rphur
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must be sublimed in a high instnrment wj.th a good. heat, whi.ch

subli.nati.on in a long time changes into a Liquor or 0i1, standing

in a hr.mid. place; but being I do not intend to use any proluxity

of  word.s,  I  let  i t  rest  so.  There may be cocted a Liver out of

common Sulphur, which is turned into milk: Arad it may also be

changed into a red oi1,  wi th Lin-seed 0i1;  many other Medicinals

may be made out of  Sulphur:  I ts f lowers,  essencer and 0i1r are

preferred before the rest, together wi.th the white and red fixed

Cir:nabar, whieh are made of it, because in them is found a mighty

vi-rtue.

OF CAIX VIVE.

The secrets of Quick-Iirne is lceown to few men, and f ew there

are, whi.ch attained to a perfect lcrowledge of its qualit ies: But

I teII you a rea3- tmth, that though Lime is contemptible, Vet
there l ies great matters therein, and requires an understanding
Master,  to take out of  i t  what l ies bur ied in i t :  I  mean to ex-
pe1l its pure Spirit, whi ch collateralIy stands in affinity with
Minerals:  For i t  is  of  a f iery essence, heats,  c-oncocts,  and br ings
unto naturity in short ti-me, when in mariy years they could not be
brought to i t :  The gross earthly body of  i t  does not do the feat,
but its Spirit does it, which is drawn out of it: This Spirit
is of that abil ity, that he binds and fj.xes other volatiJ-e Spirits.
For noter the Spir i t  d issolves OCUlf  CAI{CRORUM, dissolves crystals
into a liquor: These two being brought into an r.mite PER MODUIVI
DISTf LLATIONIS ( I wiJ'l say nothing at this time of Diarnonds and
such like stones ) t irat water dissolves and breaks the stone of
the bladder, and the Gouly Tartar settled into the joints of hands
and feet, suffer not any gout to take root in these parts, this
rare seeret I taught one of my faithful Disciplest and the great
Chancellor of the i.nvincible CEASAR, i s still thankful r.mto me
for i t ,  and many great persons besid.es.
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Quick-lime is strengthened, and mad.e more fiery, and hot, by
a pure unsophistcated Spir i t  of  wine, which is of ten poured. on i t ,
and abstracted again, then the white SaJ-t of Iartar must be gror,md
with 5-tr together with its add.it ionals, which must be d.ead., and
contain nothing, then you wil l draw a very herlish spirit, j-n

whieh great mysteries lye hid.. How this spirit is gotten, r told
your observe i t ,  take i t  for  a fare-welI .

OF ARSENIC .

Arsenic is in the kindred of Mercury and Antinonyr &s a bastard.
in a fami ly may be: I ts whole substance is poisonous and vo1at i le,
even as the former two, in its exterreal colour to the €V€ r it is
white, yeIlow, and red, but inwardly it is ad.orned. with al-l manner
of colours r  l ike to i ts Metals,  which i t  was faj .n to forsake,
bei.ng foreed therer.mto by fire. rt is sublimed pER sE, without
addition, and also in its subliming there are ad.d.ed. several other
mattersr 4s occasion requires.  I f  i t  be subl i rned. wi th Sal t  and
Mars then it looks l ike a transparent crystal, but its poison
stays st i I l  wi th 5. t ,  unf i t  to be jo ined.r  or .  ad.ded to Metals,  has
very Iitt le eff5.cacy to transmute any metal.

The subterranean serpent binds it in the union of f ire, but
canrtot qu5.te foree it, that it might serve for a Med.icine for man
artd beast, if i t be further mixed., with the salt of a vegetable
stone, which is with Tartar, and is nad.e l ike r.mto an oil, i t is
of great efficacy in wor.mds, which are of a hard healing, it can
make a Coat for deceitful VENUS to trim her hand.somely, _that the
inconstancy of her false heart may be dj.sclosed by her wavering
servant, without gain, with her prejudiee and d.amage.

When ANTIMONY and MARS are mad.e my companions, and am exalted
by them to the top of ol,rMpus, then r afford a Ruby in tra.spar-
enee and coLour to that, which comes fron ORIENT, and am not to be
esteemed less than i t :  r f  r  am proved by af f l ic t ion,  then r  far l
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off l ike a flower, which is cut off and withers: Therefore nothi.ng

can be made of mel to fix any Meta-lr or t inge it to any profit '

because I forsook ny body totaIIy, and distributed my coat, to

play,  and lots to be cast for  i t :  Therefore 1et no man nei ther

praS.se or dispise me, i.mless he have for very hunger taken a por.md

of me into the body; through it he gets an antidote to save hj.s

life; however, he shal.J- get nothing out of Metals by it: In other

things he may have a Treasure in it, unto whj.ch few are comparable

to i - t .

I ,  Arsenic say of  mysel f  at  the c losing hereof,  that  i t  is  a

very difficult thing, to find my right artd due preparation, ilV

operation is feJ.t exceedingJ-y, if made trya1 of, and is a great

danger, if ignorant men make use of me: He that can be without me'

1et hirn go to my kindred: And if you carl equalize me with them,

that I may share wi.th them in the i-nheritance, then aJ-J- the world

shal1 aclcrowledge, that my descent is from thej-r blood: But it

is a very hard task for any man, to set a sheperd. into a royal

seat to make hin King. But Patriarchs being descended from shep-

herdsn and were preferred to royal  d igpi t ies,  I  wi l l  therefore

prescribe no l imitsr ror pass any judgement: For wrong and right

may be found in this leaf.
However, take you notice, that I arn a poisonous voJ.atiJ-e bird,

have forsaken my dearest, and most confiding friend, and separated

myself as a Leperr' which must l ive aloof of from other men.
Cure me first of nry infirmity, then I sha1l be able to heal-

those, which have need of me, that my praise may be confirrned by
poison, and my name for a.n everlasting renembrance, to the honour

of my Cor.mtry, j"s nothing inferior unto MARCUS CURTIUS, and it wiJ.L
be found. in the end, in what manner HANNIBAI and SCIPIO were re-
conci led.
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OF SAITPETER .

Two ELements are pred.omS.nant in me r zs fire and air, the lesser
quantity is water and earth: I am fi.ery, burreingr'and vo1atiJ-e.
There is in me a subtile Spirit,' I arn altogether l.ike rmto Mer-

curyr hot jn the in-sid.e, and coJ-d in the out-sid.e, am slippery

and very nimble at the erpeJ-J.ing of my enemies. My greatest

enemy is connon Sulphur, and yet is my best friend a1so, for being
purged by himr'and clarif ied i.:r the fire, then am f able to a1Iay

aJ.J. heats of the body, within and wlthout, and arn one of the best

Medicanents, to expell, and to keep off the poi.sonous plague.

I an a greater cooler outwardly than SATIIRNT' but my Spirit is

more hot than any, I  cool i 'and burnr 'according as men wi. I1 make

use of me r' and accord.ing as I am prepared.

When Metals are to be broken-, I must be a helpi else no victory

can be obtainedr Be the r.md.erstand.ings great or smalJ.. Before I

arn destroyed I am a meer ice, but when I am anatomized, then arn

I a hellish fire. If PT,UTO can master CERBERUS, to make him take

his d.welling again in the isJ-e of TliULE, then he may snatch a
p5.ece of love fbom VU'{US, then MARS must submit,. and may live

richly with LUNA, which may equalJ-y be exalted to the Crovun of the

honourable King r. and be placed with hin in equal honour and dignity.
If I shal.I happly enjoy ruy endr'then ny Soul must be driven

out cunningly, then I do aLL what J-ies in my powerr'of myself
alone I arn able to effect nothi-ng. But my love is to a jolly

woman; if I am ma.rried unto her r' and- our copulati-on be kept in
Hel1r- that  we both do sweat wel l r ' then that whi .ch is subt i le,
flings away a].]- filthiness, then we leave behind us rich children,
and in or:r dead. bodies i"s for"md the best treasure, which we be-
queathed in our l-ast wfll and testarnent.
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OF SAI-ARMONfAC.

Sal-ar:noniac i -s none of  the meanest Keyst to open Iv ietals thereby:
Therefore the Ancients have compared i t  wi th a volat i le Bird,  i t
must be prepared ,  e lse you can d.o no feats wi th i t ;  for  i f  i t
be not prepared, i t  does more hurt  than good i .mto Metals,  carr ies
them away out at the chimney-hole t it can elevate and sublime

with i ts swif t  wings the t incture of  Minerais,  and of  some Metals,

to the very mountaS-ns, where store of  snow is found, usual ly even

at the greatest heat of suilImer, if i t be sublimed, with common
Sa1t,  then i t  purges and cl-ears,  and may be used safely.

He that supposes to t ransmute Metals wi th th is Sal t ,  which is

so vo1at i1e,  surely he does not hi t  the nai l  on the head, for  i t

has no such power:  But to destroy Metals,  and make them f i t  for
t ransmutat i .on,  in that  respect i t  has suff ic ient  power:  For no
metal  cart  be t ransmuted, nnless i t  be f i rst  prepared thereunto.
My greater strength which l ies in me, may. be drawn from me by
subl iming and cement ing.  The greatest  secret  in me you wi l l  f ind,
when I am united with IIYDRA, which is to devour and swallow me,
that I  a lso may turrr  wi th her to be a water serpent,  then have I
prepared a bath for the Nll lvlPHAr and have gotten power to make
ready a crown for the King, that the saJue may be adorned with
jewels, and nay with honour and glory be set on his head.

OF TARTAR.

This sal t  i .s  not set  down in the book of  Minerals,  but  is  gen-
erated of  a vegetable seed, but i ts creator has put such vir tue
into it, that it bears a wonderful love and friendship unto,*Metals ,
making them nalleable; it purges LUNA unto a whiteness, and in-
corporates into her such addj- t ionals,  which are convenient for
her,  being d. igested for a t ime with Minerals,  or  Metals,  and then
subl imed and vi l i f ied (v i t r i f ied?),  they arI  come unto quick
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Mercur;r, which to do, there is not any vegetable Salt beslde it:

Is not this a wonderful thingt That Oratour is yet to be bon:,

which shall be of that abil ity and eloquence as to express suffic-

ient ly al . l  the myster ies hid in i t .  .
But to make out of  i t  the Phi losophers Stone, is no such matter:

Being it is a vegetable, and that power is not given to a:ey of the

vegetables.  I t  is  in IVIEDICINA a very good remedy, to be used

inwardly and outward'ly; its Salt being made Spi-ritual and sweet,

it dissolves and breaks the stone i.:r the bladdar, and dissolves

the coagulated Tartar of the Gout, settled in the joi.:etsr or any-

where besides, Its ord.i.nary Spirit, whieh is used for opening

of Metals being used and applied outwardly, also lays a for,rrdation

for healing of such ulcers, which admit hardly any hearing, 3s

there are f is tu las ,  cancers,  wolves,  and such l ike,

I lceow nothing more to write of Tartar, for having separated

i tsel f ,  and Left  i ts  noblest  part  in the wine.

OF VINEGAR

In AICIIEIVIY and MEDICINA, nothing a'Imost can be prepared, but
Vinegar must set a helping hand to it. Therefore I thought it
convenient to let it have its due praise and commendation, espec-
ialIy to insert it here in this treatise. In AI,CHEMY it is used.
to set Metals and Minerals into putrefaction. It is used al-so
to extract their essences and tinctr.res, being first prepared
thereunto, even as the spirit of wine i-s usual to extract the
t inctr , res f rom vegetables.

In Physick ' i t  deserves i ts praise also,  for  i t  takes the pure
from impure, and is a SEPARATffi, and takes from the'Mineral Medica-
ments their  sharpness and corosiveness, f ixes that,  which is
volati le and is a great defendant agaS.nst poi.son r 4s I told vou r
when I spoke of the Antimoni.al glass.

Vi.negar is used inwardly a1so, and both men and beast are benefited
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thereby: 0utwardly it is applied to hot inflammations and swelJ-ings,
for a cooler.  Spir i t  of  wi .ne and Vinegar are of  great use, both
in Alchemy and Physiek, both have descent from the wi-ne , are of
one substance; but differ in the quality, bV reason of putrifact-

ion, the Vinegar got there, of the which I told you formerly.

f must acquaint you wi.th one thing, whj"ch is this, that this
j.s not the Ptri losophers Vinegari our Vinegarr or ACETIIM is.another

l iquor,  narnely a matter i tsel f :  For the Stone of  Phi losophers is

made out of AZ0T of Philosophers, whi-.ch must be prepared with

ordinary disti l led AZ0T, with Spirit of wine, and with other
waters besj .des,  and must be reduced into a certain order.

Note this for a MEMORAI{DIIM, if disti l led pure Vinegar be poured

upon destroyed SATURN, and is kept wa:rn in MARIES-BATH, it loses
its acidity altogether, is as sweet as any Sugar, then abstract
two, or three parts of  that  Vinegar,  set  i t  in a Cel lar ,  then
you wil l f ind white transparent stones, l ike unto Crystals, these
axe arL excellent cooler and healer of aII adust and inflamed syrn-
ptoms. I f  these Crystals are reduced into a red Oi1,  and. poured
upon Mercury,  precipi tated by VENUS, and proceeded in fur ther as
i t  ought;  i f  that  be his r ight ly,  then nei ther SOL nor LUNA wi l l
h inder thee from gett ing r iches.

OF W]NE.

The trrre Vegetable Stone is for,md j.n wine, which is the noblest
of  a l l  Vegetables:  I t  contains three sorts of  Sal t ,  three sorts of
Mercurlr, and three sorts of Sqlplsp.

The first Sal-t sticks in the wood of the wine, which if burrrt
to ashes, and a l ixivium made of it to have its Salt drawn foith,
which must be eoagulated..  This is the f i rst  Sal t .

The second SaJ.t is for.md in Tartar, if that be incinerated, then
draw i ts SaIt  for th,  d issolve and coagulate i t  several  t imes,
and .let it be sufficiently clarif ied.
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The third. Sa]-t is thi-s, when the wine is disti]-]-ed it leaves
FECES behind, which are made to powder, its Salt can be drawn

out with warlur water. Each of these Salts has a special property:

In their Center they stand in a harnony, because they descend

from one root.

It has three sorts of Mercury, and three sorts of Sulphur. The

f i rst  0 i1 is made of  the Sten, the second 0i1 is made out of  crude

Tartarr the third is the 0i1 of wine. There is a strange property

in the Spirit of wj.:re: For without it there cannot be extracted

any trtre tinctr.re of S01,, nor can there be made without it any
true AURiIM POTA3I,E: But few men lcrow how a tnre Spirit of wine is

made, much J.ess can its property be for.md out whoIly.
Several ways have been tried to draw, and to get the Spirit of

wine without sophisticationr ?s by several instruments and dis-

ti l l ings with Metall ine Serpents, and o ther strange inventions,

of  spong€sr papers,  and the 1ike.  Some caused a rect i f ied AQUA-

VITA be frozen in the greatest fr:ost, eqgecting the phlegm thereof

should turn to ice,  the Spir i t  thereof to keep l iquid,  but  nothing
was done to any purpose.

The tnre way for the getting of it, I told you at the end of
my manuals: For it must be 'subti le, penetrating, without any
phlegmr pur€,  aer ia l ,  and volat i le,  so that  a i r  in a magnet ic
quality rnay attract it, therefore it had heed to be kept close

in: It is of a penetrating and effectual operation, and i-ts use
is several .

There are three, whieh are the noblest Creatures in the world,
these three bear a wonderful affection one to arr.other, Among
Animals it is manr out of whose MUME is made an AITIIMAL STONE, in
which MICROCOSME is contained. Among Minerals Gold is the noblest,
whose fixedness is a suffieient testi-mony of its noble off.,spring
and kindred. Among vegetables there l ies hid a Vegetable Stone.
Man loves Gold and wine above aIr other cbeatures, which may be
beheld wi th eyes. Gold loves Man and wine, because i t  lets go
i ts noblest  parts,  i f  spir i t  of  wlne be put to i t ,  being mad.e
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potable, whj.ch gives strength to man, and prolongs his l i fe in

health.

Wine bears af fect ion to man also,  and to Gold,  b€cause i t  easi ly

r . rn i - tes wi th the t incture of  SOL, expel ls melancholy and sadness,

refreshes and. rejoices marrs heart .  He that has these three Stones

rnay bo1d1y say, that he has the Stones of the UNIVERSAI, much of

it is talked and written: But what eye has seen it.e Not one

amongst many hundred of Mill ions,

These Stones renew men arrd beasts,  eure leprous Metals,  cause

barrenness to become fert i le,  wi th a new bir th,  humane reason is

not abJ.e to comprehend i t ror  conceive of  i t .

If a rectif ied AQUIVITE be lighted, then Mercury and the veget-
able Sulphur separates, that Sulphur burrrs bright, being a meer

fire, the tender Mercury betakes himself to his wings and flys
to his chaos. He that can shut up and catch this f iery Spir i t ,

he may boast '  that  he has gotten a great v ictroy in the Chemical
battle; for this vegetable fiery sulphur is the only key to draw
the Sulphur from Mineral and Metall ine bodies.

Thus I close my book, the things contained therein are not
grounded on opinionr 4s most physic ians rely on the Authors,  that
such and such herbs are cold and moist, fuy, and warm, i_n the
f i rst ,  second, and third d.egree: Because they heard their  Authors
affir:n it '  themselves neither saw it, nor made trial of it: Making
meer collections from other mens rarrit ings, patching up volumes.
The things r wrote of, r lmow by J.ong experimental iceowledge, to
be true: This my exper ience r  hope wi l l  take place, and get the
victory as the Amazons did in their p:rudence,

The eterrral heavenly Spirit refresh our Souls, that we may walk
in heavenly streets, forsaking all false and. erroneous by-ways.
AI{EN.

FINIS.
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THE FIRST TREATISE OF THE

sulPHUR, VITRIoT,, AI{D MAGNET 0F THE PHIIoSoPHERS.

SECTION 1.

0f the Sulphur and Ferment of the Philosophers .

I  have wri t ten for  thee seeker of  that  most noble and blessed

Art  of  Chemistry,  a sma1l t reat i .se of  the Phi losophers Stone,

div ided intc XII  Keys, and have expressely renumerated the matter

of the Philosophers Sulphur in the first key, and taught you in

the second. key how you ought to disti l l  our water of the EAGLE

and cold DRAGON, who had his dwell i4g a long time in rocky clifts,

and erept i.n and out in subterraneanr concaves and hollow places;
pour th is Spir i t  upon purged and f ined GoId,  let  i t  d issolve and
putrif ie for.rteen days in BLANEO MARIE disti l l  i t, and pour the
water again on the Gold Calx, and cohobate this unti l the Gold

pass over wi th the water,  set  th is again to dist i l l ,  abstract
the water gently, leave a third part of it in the bottom, then
set i t  into a cel Iar ,  1et  i t  coagulate and crystal l ize,  wash these
erystals wi th dist i l led water,  amalgame them with Mercury v ive,
evaporate the Mercurlr gently, then you have a subtile powder, put
i t  in a glass,  lute i t ,  reverberate i t  for  three days and nights,
do i t  gent ly,  thus is the rnai losophers Sulphur wel l  prepared for
your work,  and this is the Purple Mant ler  or  Phi losophic Go1d,
keep it safely in a glass for your conjunction.
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SECTION I I .

OF THE PHILOSOPHERS VITRIOI.

I have told you plainly how Philosophers Sulphur i.s urade 
' 

which

l0C0 MASCUU, is to nake the Kingr or Man, now you must have the

Female r or Wife, which i-s the Mercury of Philosophers r or the

MATERIA PRIMA LAPIDIS, which must be made artj.fically: For our

AZOTH i.s not common Vinegar, but is extracted with the conmon

AZOTH, and there is a SaJ.t made of MATERIA PRIMAToT Mercury of

Philosophers; which is eoagulated in the belly of the Earth.

When this matter is brought to l ight; ft is not dear, and is

found everywhere , children play with it: It is ponderous, artd has

scent of dead body, for two Gilders you may buy this matter for

the work:  Therefore take this matter,  d ist i ] - l r -  ca] .c j .ne, '  subl ime,

ruduce it to ashes; for if an Artist want ashesr how can he make

a Saltr 'and he that has not a Metal-l i .ne Sal-tr how can he make the

Philosophers MERCURY?

Therefore,  i f  you have calc ined the natter,  then extract  i ts

Sa1t,  rect i f ie i t  wel l ,  let  i t  shoot into Vi t r io l ,  whi ,ch must be

sweetr' without any corrosj-venessr or sharpness of Satt. Thus

you get the Philosophers Vitriol r or Philosophic 0i1, make firther

of it a MERCIIRIAL wateT, thus you have performed an artifical-
work: This is called the Ptri losophers AZOTH, which purges LATON,
but is not yet washed, for AZ0TH washes LAT0NT a.s the Ancient

Philosophers have to1d. two or three thousand years a€o. For the
Philosophic Sal.tr or LATON must with its own humidityr or its own
Mercurial water be purgedr' dissolvedr' disti l led, attraet its
IUAGNET, and stay with it. And this is the Philosophers Mercury,
or MERCURIUS DUPLICATUS, and are two Spirits r or a Spirit and
water of the Sa].t of Metels. Then this water bears the narne of
succus IUNARIE, AQUA CATESTIS, ACTUM PHIToSOPHoRUM, AQUA SULPHURIS,
AQUA PERMANENS, AeUA BENEDICTA. Take eight; or ten parts of this
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water, and. one part of your FIRMENTT or Sulphr.lr of S0l, set it
into the Philosophers EGG, lute it welJ., put it in the ATHANAR,
into that vaporous, and yet dry fire,' govern it, to the appeararrce

of a bLack, whi te,  and red col-ourr ' then you get the Phi losophers
Stone, and you enjoy th is nobler 'dear i 'and blessed Medicine and

tincture , and you may work rniracles with it.

SECTION ITI .

OF THE PHIIOSOPHERS I{AGNET .

Hermes the Father of Phj.losophers had this kt, and was the
first that wrote of itr.and prepared. the Stone out of Mercuryr

SoI.r and Lr.rra, of the Philosophers: Whom many thousand laborators
have init iated, nyself al.so d.id the l ike: And I speak rea1ly, that

the Philosophers Stone i-s composed of two bodies, the beginning
and ending of it must be with Philosophic Mercrlry.

And this is now PRIMA MATERIA, AIIAS PREDA: IVIATERIA PRIMA belongs
only to God, and is coagulated in the entrals of the Earth, f irst
into Mercury, then i;cto lead, then into tin, and copper, then into
iron, etc. Thus the coagulated Mercury nust by Art be turreed into
its PRIIVIA IVIATERIAT or water, that is, Mercuri.al water. Thj-s is a
Stone and no stone, of which is made a voJ.ati le f i-re, in for:n of
a water r which drowns and d.issolves its f ixed Father, and its
volati le Mother.

Metall. ine Salt is an irnperfect body, which turns to Philosophic
Mercury, that isr' i":eto a permanent, or blessed water: And. is the
Philosophers MAGNETT'which loves its Philosophic MARS, sticking
r.mto him, and abides with him. Thus our S0l has a I/IAGNET a1so,
whj"ch MAGNET is the first root and matter of our stone; rf you
coneeive of and r.mderstand my sayi-ng, then you are the richest
man in the world.

iIERn/lES says, three things-are required for the work; first a
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voIatiIe, or Mercurial waterr' AQUA CEL,ESTIS, then LEO VIRIDIS,
which is the Philosophic LIINAT'thirdly as HERMETIS, SOT,r or FER-
MENI.

Lastly note, Philosophers had two ways, a wet one, which I made

use of, and a dry one:. Herei.:r you must proceed PhiJ-osophS-ca11y,

you must well the Philosophers Mercur;riand make Merer.ry with

Mercr:r1r, add.i.ng the Philosophic Salt, fennent, or Sulphr.r of

Philosophersi' and proceed, thereinr a's you heard for:nerIy, then

you have the Philosophers MAGNEI, the Metal.line Saltr or Philo-
sophic Sa1t. Third.Iy, as HERMEIfS, or Philosophie Sulphur.

Thus have I d.e1i.neated. the whole Art, if you d.o not r.mderstand

it, then you wi1.J- get nothing, nor Art thou pred.estined thereunto.
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Allegorical expressions betwixt the Holy Trinity and the Philo-

sophers Stone.

Dear Chr ist ian lover,  and wel l  wisher to the blessed Art :  How

graciously and miraculously has the Holy Trinity created the

Phi losophers Stone. For God the Father is a Spir i t ,  and yet makes

himsel f  ]ceown under the not ion of  a man, as he speaks, Gen. Chap.

1. ,  Iet  us make man, an image l ike unto us.  I  atn,  th is erpress-

ion in his work speak of  h is mouth,  eyes, hands, and feet;  so

Philosophers Mercury i.s held a Spiritual bodyr zs Philosophers

cal-l him. God the Father begetteth his only Son JESUS CHIRST,

which is God and Man, and is wi thout s in,  nei ther needed he to

die: But he laid d.own his l i fe freely, and rose again, for his

breathren and sisters sake, that they might l ive with him eter-

na1ly wi thout s in.  So is SOL, or GoId wi thout defect ,  and is

fixt holds out gloriously all f iery examens r but by reason of its

imperfect  and sick breathren and. s isters,  i t  d ies ,  and r ises gl-or-

iously, redeeming and tinging them unto eternal 1ife, making them

perfect  r .mto good Gold.
rFha r-hinr l  -erson in the Tr in i ty is God the Holy Ghost,  a comfor-5ltv srr45s 

} /

ter sent by our Lord CIIRIST JESUS unto his bleievi.:eg Christians,

who strengthened and comforts them in faith, unto eternal l i fe;
even so is the Spir i t  of  mater ia l  S01, or of  the body of  Mercury,

when they come together, then is he calJ-ed the DOUBT,E MERCURY,

these are two Spir i ts,  God the Father,  and God the Holy Ghost:

But God the Son, a glori.f ied Man, is even as our glorif ied and

f ixed S0I, ,  or  Phj . losophers Stone; s ince LAPIS is cal led TRINUS,

narnely,  out  of  two watersr or Spir i t  of  Mi.neral ,  and of  Vegetable,

ar.d of the Aninal of Sulphur of SOL: These are the two and three,

and yet but one 3 If you r.mderstand it not, then you are not l ike
to hit any. Thus by way of a similitude I delineated rlrto thee
suff ic ient ly the UNIVERSAL. Pray to God for a blessing, for  wi th-
out hi-m you are not l ike to prosper at a]1.
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THE SECOND TREATISE

OF

vuIcAR suLpHUR , VITRIoL, AND MAGNET.

SECTION I .

OF SIIIPHURS.

CHAPTER I.

OF SULP}ruR OF SATURN.

There is extracted from calcined Satune with disti l led Vi-negar

a crystal l ine Sal t ,  which is dist i l l -ed wi th Spir i t  of  wine unto
a red oi l .  This oi1 cures melanchol ly,  f iery pox, o1d ulcers,
and many other infirrnit ies besides.

This oiI coagulates and fixes Mercury, being first precipitated
with oil of Vi-triolr for all powders and medicaments, which are
to make SOtr and IUNA, must be nade fix, holding in aIl f iery
tr ia ls.

Out of this oil is made a glori.ous tincture, if you take three
parts of Mercury of Mars, and one part of this red oiJ. of Saturn,
joining, coagulating, and fixing them: This work may be accomplish-
ed in s. rronths timer or sorirewhat longer. This Tincture may be
augmented. with Mercury of MARS, USQUE rN rNFrNrruM: projecting

one part of it upon three parts of s0L, to make thereby an rN-
GRESSE for the tincture; one part of this tincture transmutes
thirty parts (if so be it be well prepared) of MERCURY and of
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LIINA into good SOL. Remember thy Creator, and be mindful of the

poor,  then the Lord wi l l  be mindful  of  thee al-so.

CHAPTER I1 .

OF SUIPHUR OF JIJPITER.

There is rnade of JIJPITER, a SaJ.t l ike that which is made of

Saturn,  f rom thence is extracted and dist i l led a red sweet oi l :

This oi1 tinges Saturn, bei.ng first calcined with Sal armoniack

i-nto SOf,.

The LIMATURE of JUPITER being calcined with CAIX VIVE for a

d"y, and the Calx being washed from it, then you have a fixed

powder, i-f you can reduce it again into a fluidness aled separate

it with Saturrr, then you may get enough of Gold arr.d Silver. '

There is a calc i .nat ion made of  Tin and Lead with common Sal t ,

but  better is i t ,  i f  made with Sal t  of  the CAPUT MORT of Vi t r io l

and Peter (  sal tpeter? )  ,  the oi l  of  Vi t r io l  being added u: : t to Calx

of  JUPITER and SATURN, and mad.e one mFss of  i t ,  lute i t  wel l - r  let

it stand for eight days and nights in warm sand, and then drive

it: One Centuer of Lead afford.s in this manner six mark and a

half of f ine LUNA: One mark of such LIINA yields two drachmes of

sol"
This has been my f i rst  p iece to make LUNA and 50L withal .  Note,

these si.x mark and a haLf of LUNA afford thirteen drachmes of SOL,

this SOL, and LIINA amounts to 2OB Cildors or 20 por.md L6 shil l i-ngs.



CHAPTER I]I.

OF SUIPHURS OF MARS AND VENUS.

Take some pounds of  Verdigreece, extract  i ts  t incture wi th dis-

t i11ed Vinegar,  let  i t  shoot,  then you have a glor ious Vi t r io l ,

out  of  which you may dist i l l  PER RETORT a red oi l .  This oi l -  d is-

solves MARS turning into a Vi t r io l ,  which is reduced in a long

t ime in a great f i re into a red oi I ,  then you have together Sul-

phur of MARS and VENUS, add somewhat of Sulphur of SOL, coagulate

and f ix i t ,  then you have a Medicine, whi-ch mel lorates Men and

Metals.

LUNA is graduated with th is oi I ,  and a good part  of  the Kings

Crown is gotten.

Two equal  parts of  Laminated. SO1, and T,UNA melted together,
putrif ied in this oil for a day and night, turyrs them into good

Gold.  In th is oi l  you wi l l  f ind many strange ef fects and vir tues.

LAUS DEO

CHAPTER IV.

OF SUIP}ITIR OF SOL.

I  have formerly to ld how Gold is made Spir i tual  unto the Purple
Mantle. Now if you are about to make AURUIU POTABIE, that you
may dissolve wi th the 0i1 of  Vi t r io l  that  Spir i tual  Gold,  extract ,
and draw i t  over wi th spir i t  of  wine: This is a Medicine, which
cures many di f f icul t  d iseases, and is wonderful  in ef f icacy.

This Solar SULPHUR t inges prepared CAIX of  LUNA into good. Gold,
but you heard in my former expressionsr- that  the King has only
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an honourable Ga:menti' and must raise hi.s Rents and Subsidj.es from

hi.s Subjects, must be bathed. i.n his fl-ourishing blood and sweat,

must be d.estroyed. and gloriously renewedr-then is he able to make

his poor breathren and sisters to be Kings also, and J.egitimate

than bastard.s.

Antimony is a bastard of Saturn, trow much of REGUIUS it has,

so much is turreed into SOL, its due dose of t inctr,re being first

added therewrto. MARCASITE a bastard of JUPITER.,' is turreed to

SOL also by means of a tincture. Vitriol has in it a MetalJ.ine

Mercr.uqr, a bastard of Venusr 4s much as it has of it l 'so rnuch is

tinged into SOL.

If you add the Solar Sulphur r,mto Sulphur of Vltriol, VH'{US and

IVIARS, and. then fix them artificially, then you have a tincture

for Men and Metals,  erpel l ing al l  Manner of  d iseases: And this

fixed powder tinges PARTICULARITIR LUNA into S0l. LAUS DEO.

CHAPTER V .

OF SUI,PHUR OF Mffi.CIJRY.

Mercurar is the Original of aJ.J. Metals, and is a Spiritual body,

and a fugitive servant r' when it j-s cast into the fi.re r' then it
f lys into his C}IAOS. But he that can catch him, he gets then the
Su].phr;r of Mercr:rlrr or Water of Sulphuri or AQUA BENEDICTA, the
Key of the Art, whi-ch opens Metals Philosophi-cally.

The Philosophers Mercuryi' and not the inrlgar, bei.::g red.uced
wrto water, d.issolves the Philosophic SaJ.t together with the

Rrrple Mantle, iy putrifaction and disti l lation, for it is MER-
CIIRIUS DUPIICATUS.
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C}IAPTER VI.

OF SUT,PHUR OF IUNA

This I I INA is made Spir i tual  by means of  our water,  of  the Second

K"y,  and may easi ly be made into potable SiLver,  whereby many

diseases are cured.

Feed three parts of  th is Spir i tual  LUNA with equal  parts of

Virgins Milk, and bring two of them into fixation, then you have

an augment of LUNA, which breeds nonthly young ones, these are

taken forth,  and their  p laces are suppl ied wi th Mereury v ive.

This powder j-s reduced with Borax, then you have an AUGMENTUM

PERPETUM.

CHAPTER V]I.

OF SULPHUR OF AI{TIMONY

There is made out of VITRUM AI{TIMONII with disti l- l-ed Vinegar a
sweet extract ion,  let  the ACETUIVI be separated from i t :  0n the
remainder pour Spirit of wine, which must be ex_tracted , and the
pure from the impure separated. This sweet extraction draw over,

1et the Spir i t  of  wj-ne by cohobat ion be of ten drawn from i t ,  and
that powder may be reduced to a glor i -ous 0i1 of  Ant imony.

This 0i1 cures al l  marurer of  d iseases, being ministered in a
convenient vehic le.

Further,  take=on€ part  of  th is 0i1,  and two parts of  the Mer-
cur ia l -  water,  in which is dj .ssolved a fourth part  of  the purple
Mant le,  then dissolve,  conjoi-nr lute Hermet i .eal ly,  coagulate,  and
fi-x. This tincture tinges LUNA and MERCURY into SOL. This is
that pure Sulphur of Antirnohy, which is made of the Vitrum of
Ant imony Pff i  SE, wi thout any addi t ion of  Sal tpeter,  Sal t  or  Borax.
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CHAPTER VIII .

OF SULPHUR OF VITRIOL.

There is made of  Vi t r io l  a I IXIVIUM with ashes of  Beech-wood,
and a Sulphur is drawn from this Vi t r io l ,  and is precipi tated

with Sal t  of  Tartar;  then the red Oi l  of  Sulphur is extraeted
with JUPITER 0IT, ( juniper oi l?) ,  putr i f ie the sane with Spir i t

of  wine, abstract  the Spir i t  of  wine from i t .  This glor ious 0i1
of Sulphur j .s good aga!-nst  many diseases, i t  is  to be used against
Consumptions, Dropsie,  Plague, Seabbiness, and such l ike.

Vi t r io l  is  subl imed with Sal  armoniac al-so,  and better than i f
done with a LIXIVIUM, because the body of  Vi t r io l  is  bet ter opened
and di .ssolved. This subl imate is dissolved into an Oi l ,  whereby

crude Mercury can be coagulated and fixed, of the which I shall
wr i te more arron, when I  t reat  of  Vi t r io l .

CHAPTER IX

OF COMMON SULPHUR.

There is a Liver made of  yel low Sulphur wi th l inseed Oi l - ,  then
dessect and putrif ie it in a LIXIVIUM made of Sal alkaly, and then
dist i l l  i t ;  pour th is water on t i les,  which newly carne out of
the furnace, imbibe them therewith,  d ist i l l  i t  PER RETORTAM, Vou
have a yel low water of  i t  l ike an AQUAFORT, which t inges Luna.
Take one part of this water, zrrd one part of IUNAR CAIX, let it
stand three days and nights in warm sand, the fourth part of it
turrrs into Gold,  be reduced, separated, and purged with SATURII .

Further, Sulphur with the ANIMA of SATURN, being often driven

over and f ixed, i laV then safely be used inwardly for  a Medicine:



But projected. on LIINA, in the flux it afford.s good Gold a fourth

part.
0f the grey powd.er and. CALX VI\rE equal parts r orre por-md; a

fourth part of SAIJT{IAC ground. therewith, and driven over PER

REIORIAJVI, afford.s a glori.ous red 0i1, which is of a fixity and

graduati.ng quality.
Lastly, I tel1 your take of this 0i1 of Sulphur, of VENUS' and

of I/IARS, add thereunto the 0i1 of the Sulphur of Antimooyr bind
these together with the 0i1r or water of Mercr:ry, fix itr then
you have a Medicine for Men and Metals, vLz., to t5.nge Mereury

and LIJNA i-nto S0t.
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SECTION TI.

OF VITRIOLS.

CHAPTER I.

OF VITRIOI OF SOL, AT{D OF LUNA .

In the first place you must have our water of the cold EARTH

SAIT, and of the EAGLE, wherewith GoId and Silver are made Spirit-

uaI ,  and coagulated into crystalsr  or  a Metal l ine Vi t r io l ;  out

of  which is dist i l led wi th Spir i t  of  wine, af ter  i ts proper manner,
an 0i1 of Sulphur, to be used after the manner of Metal.

CHAPTER. II .

0F VITRIoL 0F SAIURN, AIID 0F JUPITER.

Calcine Saturnr or Jupiter, extract its ANIMA with disti- l1-ed
Vinegar,  let  i t  putr i f ie fourteen days, let  the Vi t r io l  shoot.

This must be driven over with Spirit of wine, it affords a sweet
0i1, and it is the Sulphur of SAIURN and JTIPITER.

This Oil coagulates Mercury, and bei.ng first precipitated with
0i1 of  Vi t r io l - ,  i t  f ixes i_t .

CHAPTER IJI.

OF V]TRIOI, OF MARS

Take the fi l ings of Mars and sulphur equal parts, calcine them
in a br ick-ki ln to a purple colourr  pour on i t  d ist i l - l -ed water,
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or v inegar,  i t  extracts a green colour,  abstract  two parts of
that  water,  let  i t  shoot:  Thus you have a noble Vi t r io1,  d ist i l l
f rom i t ,  a red Oi l - ,  take an ounce of  i t ,  add to i t  Mercur ia l
water,  in which is di-ssolved sol ,  f ix  th is t incture,  lead.,  s i lver,
and tin, are transmuted thereby into pure Gold.

Return thanks to God the creator of  Minerals,  Metals,  and. al l
other Creatures!

CHAPTER ]V .

OF VITRIOI OF VENUS.

I have taught you already to extract the transparent Vitriol
out  of  venus, and to dist i l l  i ts  red oi1.  th is oi l  d. issolves
MARS, into Vitriol, anrd being once more disti l led PER RETORTAM
foreibly,  then you have an excel lent  t inging oi l ,  or  sal t  of  MARS.
This is the Ki.ngs Excise man, who brings in his rents , and en-
r iches him.

This oi I  d issolves the Spir i tual  purple Gold,  and. draws i t  over
the Helmet. Now you have fermented the SOLAR SULPHUR with its
own Sulphur,  whieh Ph5- losophers before me have not done, but fer-
mented calcined GoIdr or the calx of Gotd in Ir/TERCURIUS DUp1ICATES,
and attained r"rnto the end they wished. for, as well as r. But
according as men do workr so is the operat ion of  their  t incture,
t ransmut ing morer or less t  lccording to the ef f icacy of  the t in-
nf r  rna
v vq! v a

Out of the Oil- of this MARTTAI salt, is Mercury of Antimony
precipi tated, and added to the sweet oi l  of  v i t r ior ,  is  f ixed.,
th is meci i "e ine nexl ;  r .mto the Phi losophers Stone is the best,  

" i ldhighest uNrvERSAl upon mans BoDy, and tinges luNA, SATURN, and
JUPTTER into good sOT,, holding in the examen very wel1.

There is made also a mass out of  Honey, sart ,  and vinegar,  a1d
lamens of 1ENUS, which are stratif ied. and calcined. This calcina-ue



of i ts own accord,  turns to a Verdigreece, which must be extracted,

erystal l ized, artd d. ist i l led to a red 0i1;  which is used as you

heard above.

C}IAITER V.

OF VITRIOL OF MERCURY.

Vitr io l  of  Mercury is easi ly made, wi th AQUAFORT made of  Sal t -

peter and aI lone being dissolved therein:  Crystals do shoot l ike

r,mto Vi t r io l ;  these being washed dist i l l  them into a sweet 0i1 '

wi th Spir i t  of  wine. First  Cert i f ied wi th Sal t  of  Tartar,  (c lear-

i f ied?) th is is an excel lent  Medicine against  the FRET{CH disease,

old ulcers,  chol ic,  windy-ruptures,  gouts,  erpel l ing many other

d. iseases out of  mans body.

This 0i1 is jo ined also wi th MA-RTIAL Tinctures.  For Mercury

is the bond of  other Metals,  and may be wel l  used PARTICULARITER.

The chiefest  colour of  Mercury is red, that  is  af ter  i t  is  pre-

cipi tated as you f lnd in my other wr i t ings.

CHAPTER VI

OF COMMON Vf[R]OL.

Take a good HUNGARIAI{  Vi t r io l ,  d. issolve i t  in dist i l led water,

coagulate i t ,  let  i t  shoot into crystals;  i terate i t  f ive t imes,

then is i t  wel l  purged, and the Sal ts,  A11ums, and Niter are

separated from i t .  Dist i l l  th is purged Vi t r io l  wi th Spir i t  of

wine into a red 0i1,  ferment wi th Spir i tual  So1, add to i t  a due
dose of  quick-Mercury of  Ant imony, coagulate,  and f ix,  then you

have a t incture for  Men, and i t  t inges LUNA aLso into SOL.
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VISITAI\IDO INTERIORA IERRAE

RECTIFI CANDoQUE ,
' INVEN]ETIS OCCULTUM LAPIDEM,

VERAM MEDICTNA]VI.

Vi t r io l  is  calc ined also to a red colour in a c lose vessel ,  on
which pour dist i l led Vinegar,  and set i t  in putr i fact i  on for  three
months,  there is for :nd in a strong dist i r lat ion,  a quick Mercury,
whi .ch you are to keep safe.  Wonders may be ef fected. therewi- th,
in PARTICUI"ARS and UNIVERSALS.

Take three parts of  th is Mercury,  and one part  of  SOl,  jo in

these, which being fixed affords a soLAR AUGMENTUM. Make your
suppl ies wi th i ts Mercury.  LAUS DEO.

This calc j -ned red Vi t r io l  is  subl i -med also wi th Sa1 arrnoniac,
th is subl imate is dissolved into arr  Oi I .  This f ixes Cinnebar,
whereof may be had LUNA and SOL.

There is made a f ixed water al-so,  Sal  armoniac and Al lom being
added therer,mto. This water being poured upon SULPHUR of SATURN,
which before was precipi tated into a red powder,  imbibe, and
coagulate, and let an INGRESSE be made with sol,, then you have
a t incture,  whereby crude Ant imony is t ransmuted into good LUN-A,
which may be transmuted into SOL.

Last ly,  I  te l1 thee, i f  you extract  the Sal t  out  of  Vi t r io l ,
and rect i f ie i t  we1l ,  then you have a work which is short ,  and
tinges IUNA into SOL, this Metall ine Salt coagulates rru.Igar MERCURY,

and being transmuted into IUNArit may be graduated higher by
Antimony.

Thus you have my operation and experiments, which may be very
prof i tabre unto you" Make a good Christ ian use of  i t ,  help the
poor,  cure the diseased, then God wi l l  b less you. AIVIEN.

SULPHUR IS VITRIOL

ANTIMONY IS MERCURY
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SECTION I I I

OF VULGAR MAGNET

Magnet contains that, which eommon MARS has. Common Iron may

easily be wrought, I need not to make many words of it. Magnet

has an attractive quality to draw iron.
There is made an 0i1 of MAGNET and MARS, which is very effectual

in deep wounds.

With Magnet and Antimony is made 1UNA fix, which with the 0i1

of MARS and VENUS is graduated, and made Gold:  f t  may be perfonned
also with Antimony and Mars.

Thus I f inished my course, and found many things in my working.
My fel1ow brethren turreed Alchemists,  a l l  had the Phi l -osophers
stone. r  was the beginner,  took great pains ,  before r  at ta i -ned.
to any thing, if you read rny writ ings dil igently, you wil l f ind
in the Parable of  the XII  IGYS, the PRIMA MATERIA, or Phi losophers.
Mercury,  together wi th the Phi losophic sart :  The phi losophic

Sulphur,  or  ferment,  I  del ineated expressly.
Now f  c lose, and commit  you to God, and desire you to remember

me.

MEDIUM TENUERE BEATI 
..

FINTS.
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JOD. V. R.

A Process upon the Phi losonhie work of  Vi t r io l  .

Having gotten this Process in the foresaj-d year,and af terward,
as you sha1l hear, with mine own hands elaborated and wrought the
same, no man over- looking me, I  was heart i ly  re jo iced, even as i f
I  had been new borre,  and returned hearty thanks to God: I ts praet-
ic at  the f i rst  I  have not plainly descr ibed, because I  had erred.
in the composi .ng of  i t ,  as was fain to begin the work al : rew.
r  having missed in my work,  r  began in the year L605, because the
matter of  the Earth,  and the Spir i t  of  Mercury was not suf f ic ient lv
purged, therefore the earth couLd not perfect ly be uni ted at  the
composi t ion wi th the water,  r  let  that  qui te al-one, and began a
new Process at  the end of  the year L505. In the Ci ty of  STRASBURG,

used more di l igence and exactness, then my work (God be praised)
prbspered better,  for  the which I  am st i l l  thankful  to God for i t .
rn the name of the Holy Tr in i ty,  the 19th.  of  october,  furno L605.
I  took ten por.rnds of  Vi t r io l ,  d issolved i t  in dist i l led Rain-water,
being war:ned, let  i t  s tand for a day and a night,  at  that  t ime marly
FECES were settred, r  f i l tered the matter,  evaporated. i t  gent ly,
AD CUTICAI UN USQUE, I  set  i t  on a cool  p lace to crystal l ize,  th is
onshot Vi t r io l  I  exieeated, dissolved i t  again i -n dist i l led Rain-
water,  let  i t  shoot again,  which work r  i terated so long t i l l  the
vi t r io l  got  a coelest iar  green colour,  having no more any FECES
about i t ,  and lost  a l l  i ts  corrosiveness, and was of  a very pleas-
ant taste.

This highly putr i f ied v i t r iof ,  thus crude, and not calc ined
r put into a coated Retort ,  d ist i l led i t  in open f i re,  drove i t
over in twelve hours space by an exact government of f ire in a
whi- te fume, when no more of  these fumes came, and the red corros-
ive 0i1 began to come, then I  let  the f i re go out,  the next morn_
i tg,  a l l  being cold,  r  took of f  the receiver,  poured. the s i f t  in
the recei-ver j -nto a 'body, and some of the lute being fal len into,
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I  f i l tered i t ,  and had a fa i r  menstrual  water,  which had some
phlegm because I  took that Vi t r io l  uncalc ined, which I  abstracted

in a Balneo, not leaving one drop of  water in i t .
I found my CHAOS in the bottom of a dark redness, very ponderou.s,

which I  poured into a Viol ,  sealed i t  HERMETICE, set  i t  on a

three-foot into a wooden globe into a vaporous bath made of  water,

where I  lef t  i t  so long;t i l l  a l l  was dissolved, af ter  some weeks

it separated into two parts, into a bright transparent water, and

into an earth,  which sett led to the bottom of the glass,  in form

of a th ick black corrosive,  l ike pi- tch.  I  separated the white

Spir i t  f rom i t ,  and the f lu id black matter I  set  i t  again to be
di .ssolved, the whi te Spir i t  which was dj-ssolved of  i t ,  I  separated

agai-n, this work I rej.terated leaving nothing in the bottom, save
a dry red earth. After that, I purged my white Spirit PER DIS-
IILI,ATIONE'IvI very exactly, it was as pure as the tear that fal]-s
from the €V€, the remaining earth I  exiccated under a muff le,  i t
was as porous, and as dry as dust r ort this I poured again my whj-te
Spir i t ,  set  i t  in a digest i -on,  th is Spir i t  extracted the Sulphur,

or Phi losophic Goldrand was t inged of  a red yel low, I  canted i t
of f  f rom the matter,  and in a body I  abstracted the Spir i t  f rom
the Sulphur, that Sulphur stayed behind in form of an 0j-1, very
very f i -ery,  nothing l ike unto i ts heatr  BS red as a Ruby; th is
abstracted white spirit r poured on the earth again, extracted

-further i.n Sulphur, and put it to the forrner. After this that
CORPUS TERRAE l-ooked of  a paler colour,  which I  calc ined for some
hours under a muffle, Fut it into a body, on it I poured my white
Spir i t ,  extracted i ts pure whi te f ixed Sa1t,  the remai-ning earth
was very porous, good for nothirg,  which I  fh.mg away, thus these
three pr inciples were ful1y and perfect ly separated.

After al l  th is I  took my astral  c lar i f ied SaIt ,  which weighed
hal f  an ounce, af ter  the weight of  STRASBERG: And of  the whi te
spir i t ,  which weighed four ounces, of  Mercury one ounce, and a
quarter of  an ounce, these r  d iv ided into two parts,  whose q.uan-
tity was half an ounce and one dram, I put this Salt to one part
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of the water in the v io l ;  and nipped i t ,  set  i t  in di .gest ion,  there
I  saw perfect ly how the Sal t  d issolved i tsel f  again in th is Spir i t ,

therefore I poured to it the other part, which was hal-f an ounce
artd one dramr oo sooner this was put to it, then presently the

body together wi th the Spir i t  turned as black as a coalr  ascended

to the end of the glass: And having no room to go further, it
moved to and fro,  somet imes i t  set t led to the bottom, by and by
i t  rose to the middle,  then i t  rose higher,  thus i t  moved from
the fourth of JULY, to the seventh of AUGUST, namely thirty four

days, which wonderfuL work I beheld with adrnirati.on, at last these

being r.mited, ar.d turned to a blaek powder, staying on the bottom,

and was dry, seeing that it was So r I increased my fire in one
degree, took i t  out  of  the wet,  and set i t  in ashes, af ter  ten
days the matter on the bottom began to l-ook somewhat white , dt

which I  re jo iced heart i -1y,  th is d.egree of  f i re I  cont inued, t i l l

the matter above and below, became as white as the glittering

snow.

But it was not yet f ix, making trial- of it, set it in again,

increased my f i re one degree higher,  then the matter began to
ascend and descend, moved on high, stayed in the middle of  the

glass ,  not  touching the bottom of i t ,  th. is lasted thir ty-eight
days and nights, I beheld then as weLlr 2s formerly at the thirty
days a var iety of  colours,  which I  am not able to express.  At
last this powd.er felJ. to the bottom, becarne fix, rnade projection

with it, putting one grain of it to one, and a quarter of an

ounce of Mercury, transmuting the sanne into very good LUNA. Now
it was time to restore unto this white tincture her true AI\IMA,
and imbibe it, to bring it from its whiteness r.mto redness, and
to i ts perfect  v i r tue.

Thereupon I took the third principle, namely the ANIMA, whicn

hitherto I had reserved, in quantity it was one ounce, a quarter

of  an ounce, and one dram, poured to i t  my reserved Spir i t  of
Mercury, whose quantity was one ounce and a quarter of an ounce,
drew it over several t i.mes PER ALEMBICUMT so that they in the end
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united together:  Those I  d iv ided into seven equal  parts:  One part

I poured on my clarif ied earth r or t i-ncture , whi-ch greedily em-

braced i ts AI{ IMA together wi th i ts Spir i t ,  and turned to a ruddi-

ness in twelve days and nights, but had no tinging quality as

yet, saving Mercury vive and Saturn, it transmuted. into LUNA, 
'

which Lr.ma at the separating yielded three grains of Gold.

I proceeded further with my imbibitions, and carried al-l the

seven parts of ANIMA into: At the fourth imbibitation one part

of  uty work t inged ten parts of  Copper into Gold,  dt  the f i f th

imbibitation one part t inged an hrrndred parts , 4t the sixth it

t inged a thousand parts , dt the seventh it t5.nged ten thousand

parts:  Thus, God be praised, hV work ended successful ly,  wi th
great joy of  my heart :  At  th is t ime I  got  of  the t rue MEDICINE

four ounces half an ounce, and one dram. The two last in the
ponderosi ty were almost equal  unto the f i rstr  out  of  th is my
work I  paid for  land and ground, to that  noble Gent leman O"V.D.,
481000 Gi lders,  ACTUM L6O?. These things I  set  down for a MEM-
ORANDIIIU, that I shoul-d not forget any of the manual-s , and of other
things necessary for  the work.  God be praised for evermore.
A]VIEN.

An exact work, how Mercury vive is coagulated and brought unto
a LIINAR fixation, which IUNA holds SOL also in the trial.

Take of Mercr.ry Vive two ounces, of pulverised common Sulphur
six ounces, gr ind these in a wooden dish wi th a wooden pestal ,
set  i t  on a coal- f i re in a melt ing pot,  st i r r ing i t  about con-
tinually, let all the sulphur evaporate, then take forth the
Mercury' grind an equal quantity of sulphur with it, proceed with
i ts heat ing as forrner ly:  I terate th is work f ive t imes, then sub-
li-me this Mercury PER GRA-DUS IGNIS: Take out this SUBLfMATE, break
i t  in niano. of  the bigness of  a smal l  Nut or bean, imbibe them
in the white of  eggs, then take a cement ing pot,  put  ashes into
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i t ,  in the midst  of  i t  set  an i ron box, strat i f ie into i t  th is

SUBLIIVIATE with refi-ned. Silver, fill- up the box, then lute an

iron Iid to it, put ashes on the l id., lute an earthen lid upon

that, set this pot into a sand Cape1, 1et your first f ire be gentle

for twelve hours, then increase your fire for twelve hours more,

at last make a forcej.ble fire for twenty-four hours, then break

open the potr  Vou wiJ. l  f ind a black grey matter,  caruy i t  on 1ead,

of  four ounces you wi l .1 get three ounces of  f ix  Si lver:  Separate

this fine Silver in AQUAFORT, you wil l f ind a good deal of black

Gold Ca1x, reserve the Silver Calx apart, Votr may stratif ie with

it another time, Thus far I went in my experience.
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THE FIFTH AND LAST PART

OF T}TE T,AST TESTAMENT

OF FRIER BASIIIUS VALENTINUS.

Before I  begin to speak of  the Sal ts of  Metals and Minerals,
and declare their  volumes, and other precious and noble growths
r.mderground.

In the f i rst  p lace I  wi l l  pref ix the preparat j -on of  AURUM POT-
ABIE, because therein l ies the CORONA of Medicinals,  UNIVERSALITER,
and meri ts the f i rst  p lace, b€cause Sal ts of  other Metals and
Minerals in their innate virtues are for PARTICUIA-RS on1y, and
are ordained for to preserve man in heal th;  and there is just

cause to begin with the making of AURUM POTABLE without sophist-
icat ion,  and wi l l  speak of  the dist inct ion of  i t ,  that  i t  may be
judged infal l ib ly to be the rme one.

This being ny last  par i ,  and my intent ion is to make a perfect

relat i .on of  AURUM POTABLE, for  the benef i t  of  good and understand-
ing men, to whom God af ter  my death wi l - l  bestow this my book,
which upon tedious and rabor i -ous exper ience r  wrote,  wherein r
speak not by hearsay, but the th ings r  do wr i te of ,  r  know exper-
imental ly to be true.

Therefore I f  God does bless thee with a t rue lcrowled.ge hereof,
that  you would keep this SECRETUM in s i lence and pr iv i"y,  least
you turn Gods blessings into a curse: Bco:rrse the nrenarat inn of
th is,  and of  the Stone is one.

Both have their  or ig inal ,  and f i rst  generat ion and bir th f rom
the true seed, df ld Astrologic PRIMUM MOBILE, cal l -ed the Spir i t
of  Mercury,  of  which formerly r  have wri t ten more largely.  For
I  speak the highest t ruth r . :nto thee, that  nei ther the UNIVERSAL
nor PARTICUIAR TINCTURE, neither AURUM POTABLE, rror other UNIVER-
SAI MEDICINE, wJ-thout th is Heavenly and spir i tual  essence, which

- ,  
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has its original from the Starry heaven, taking and receiving

the same, f rom thence may be had and prepared, therefore be si l -ent
ti l I death, 4t your departing 1ay down your taLent, ?s I have

done; for if I had not inforrned you faithfullyr Vou would lmow

but l i t t le of  that  myster ie,  and cont inue st i l l  wi th the mlgar

in fo l ly '  b l indness, and madness, and you would have sent a reci-pe
into the greasie and salvy shops of  apothecar ies,  but  where woul-d
thy SouI have gone after thy departure? Into GALENS I"p, to the
utmost depth of darlaeess, where the Devil-s have their dwell ing
places, even thi ther,  both thy Soul  and body would have been sent,
in case thou should have dirnr lged any of  these secrets.

To turn to my intended business, I  wi l l  in the f i - rst  p lace in-
for:n vou, what is that true and highest AURUM porABLE, and uNr-
VERSAI MEDICINE' after this in order there fotrl-ows another AURUIVI
POTABT,E made of  the f ixed red suLPlIURror soul  of  the corporeal
Gol-d,  most highly purged, and is prepared with the conjr"mct ion
of the uNrvERsAl sPrRrr 0F MERCURy, After this there follows
another PARTICUI'AR MEDICINE, which is half an AURUM POTABLE, show-
ing i ts ef f icacy artd power in many tr ia ls.  Then I  wi l l  add there-
unto a descr ipt ion of  AURUM POTABLE, because i t  t races the steps
of Gold,  and i t  shows wonderful ly i ts great energy and vir tues.

The highest and noblest AURUM POTABI,E, which the Lord God has
laid into nature,  is  the excocted, prepared.,  and f ixed. su'ostance
of our stone, before i t  is  fermented. A higher,  greater,  and
more excellent UNIVERSAL MEDICINE, and AURUM POTABLE cannot be
found, nor had in the c i rcumference of  the whole worrd:  For i t
is  a heavenly Balsome, because i ts f i rst  pr inciples,  and or ig inal
comes from heaven, made formal in earthr or r.mdergrorrnd, and
is afterwards being exactly prepared, brought into a pLUSeuAM

PERFECT]ON' of  which f i rst  pr inciples and Nat iv i ty of  th is hea-
venly substartce I have already written sufficiently, ald count
i t  needless to be repeated here.

Now as this excocted and perfect  substance is the highest,
chiefest, and greatest l lNrvERsAr, MEDTCTNE r.mto marr, even so on
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the other s i .de the same matter af ter  i ts FERMENTATION, is a Tin-

cture also,  and the chiefest ,  greatest ,  and most powerful  UNIVER-
SAL MEDICINE upon al l  metals whatsoever,  and thereby may be trans-
muted into. their  h ighest mel iorat ion and heal th,  namely into the
purest  Gold.  This is the f i rst ,  chiefest ,  and greatest  AURUM
P0TABLE and UNIVERSAI MEDICINE of the whole world, of which alone
great volumes could be wri t ten;  whose preparat ion was set down
circumstant ia l ly  in the th i rd part ,  needless to be repeated here
again;  at  the present I  wi l l  speak of  the t rue and ful l  PROCESS,
how a true AIIRUM POTABLE is to be had, and prepared from Gold,
which in the best manner is most exact ly putr i f ied. .  Take the
extracted SouL of  Gold,  draw forth wi th the sweet Spir i t  of  common
Saltr  4s I  i -nformed you about the PARTICUT,AR of Gold,  where the

body of  Gold appeared very whi te,  abstract  the Spir i t  of  Sal_t
f rom i t  

'  
edulcorate the AI{ IMA of SOL ten or twelve t i -mes; at  last

Iet  i t  be purely exiccated, wei-gh i t ,  pour on i t  four t imes as
much of  Spir i t  of  Mercury,  lute i t  wel- l ,  set  i t  in the vaporous
bathr putr i f ie i t  gent ly,  let  the AI{ IMA of SOL be qui te dissolved,
and be turned into a water,  or  i ts  PRIMA MATERIAT both wi l l  turn
into a blood-red l iquor, fai-r and. transparent r r1o Ruby on the
earth is comparable r.mto it.

But thus much you must note, when the ANII/IA of SOL begins to
be d.issolved, and brought into its pRrMA MATERTA that at the
f i rst  r  orr  the s ide round the glass,  where the matter l ies,  there
be seen a green circ le,  on i t  a blue, then yeI low, af terward al l
the col-ours of  a Rai .n-bow, jo in,  and make appearance, which do
last  but  a l i t t le whi le.

The AI{II{A of sOT, being wholly dissolved into the MERCURTAL
sPrRrr,  and nothing is seen in the bottom, then pour to i t  twice
as much of  the best rect i f ied spir i t  of  wi-ne, brought to i ts
highest degree, the glass must be luted exact ly,  d igest,  and
putr i f i -e gent ly for  twelve,  or f i f teen days, together,  then ab-
stract  PER ALEMBICW, that matter comes over in a blood-red trans-
parent colour:  This abstract ing must be i terated, nothi-ng must be



lef t  in the botton, which is corporeal ,  then you have the true
AURUIU POTAB],E, which can never be reduced. into a bod.y.

R:r* na#a!Lr ' r r  r r 'uuE'  the GoId before d.estruct ion and extract ion of  i ts
Soul  must be purged in the highest d.egree. There is made another
AURUII PoTABr,E, and artif ically prepared , which though it cannot
ho qqi  d AFee Dars,  u!  set  down in wr i t ing to be the fu1l  and true potable
Cnld rraf  i+\ rvJ-\J. '  JEU.r- t r  is  more than hal f  an AURIIM POTAIBE counted, b€cause
i t  is  t ranscending ef fectual  in many diseases, in which nature
might have stood in great doubts.

This half AURUM POTABLE is mad.e in a twofol-d. manner, where the
lat ter  is  better and more ef fectual  than the former,  and asks
more pains and time than the former.

Take this extracted Soul  of  Gold,  drawn forth wi th the sweet
spir i t  of  corunon sal t ,  edulcotrate i t  most purely and exact ly,  &t
last  exiccate i t ,  put  i t  in a spacious viol  r  or  body of  g lass,
pour on i t  red 0i1 of  Vi t r io l ,  which was d.ephlegmed, and rect i f ied
PER RETORTAIVI, that it be transparent, cr_ear, and white, and. you
may see'  that  i t  seizes on the Gord and d. issolves i t ,  and is
t inged deeply red.

Put so much of  thrs oir-  to i t ,  that  in i t  may be d. issor-ved.
Sulphur,  or  the Soul_ of  Gold,  ret  i t  putr i f ie in BALI, IEO MAR]E,
put a reasonable f i re to i t ,  that  you may see that the sour of
Gord is qui te d. issorved. in the oir  of  v i t r io l :  The FEcES, which
i t  has sett led,  must be separated. f rom i t ,  then put twice as much
of the best rect i f ied'  spir i t  of  wine to i t ,  which rect i f icat ion
you shal l  be inforrned of  in th is part ,  sear the glass ,  r -et  no
spir i ts of  the wine evaporate,  set  i t  again in putr i fact ion in
the Balneo, let  i t  be there for  a month,  then the sharpness of
v i t r io l  is  mit igated. by the spir i t  of  wine, and looses i ts acid-
i ty and sharpness, both together , . .ake an excel lent  Med. ic ine,  dr ive
both over,  let  nothing stay behind. in the bottom, then you get
more than hal f  a 'AURUIU pofABLE, in form and colour of  a deep
yel low l iquor.  Note,  that  some Metals in th is marlner may be
pro.ceeded withal ,  f i rst  a v i t r ior  may be gotten out of  the Metal  ,
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than a Spirit is further driven from it, and joined in this mar-ner

with the Soul- ,  d issolved, and further digested with Spir i t  of
wine, al l  must enter together into a Medicine, as I  to ld of  for-

merly,  which have their  special  ef f icacy.  ,
The second way to prepare this half AURUM POTABLE, which though

it be but half an AURITM POTABLE, Vet in virtue a.nd efficacy is

far preferred before the other now spoken of ,  and is done as

fol lows:

Take the extracted SOLAR Soul spoken above, put i t  into a v io l ,
pour on i t  the extracted Phi losophi-c Sulphur,  wh5.ch is the second
PRINCfPIE, which is drawn with Spirit of Mercury from the Philo-
sophic earth,  and Mercury,  or  the Spir i t  of  Mereury,  unto an
Olei ty,  which now is Sulphur agai-n,  and must be abstracted gent ly

PER MOLUN DISTII,LATIONS.

0f th is Phi losophic Sulphur pour on i t  as much, that  the SOLAR

Soul may be dissolved, let  i t  s tand i -n a gent le bath,  let  the
dissolut ion be made, then pour more of  the best Spir i t  of  wine

to i t ,  d igest  gent ly,  draw these over,  let  nothing stay behind
in the bottom, then you have a Medicine, which does not want above

two grains of the right and true AURUTVI POTABLE.
These are the chiefest ways to make the corporeal AURUM POTABLE,

this I  e lose and proceed further wi th a short ,  but  t rue process,

how the Si lver,  which i -s the next to Gold,  concerni-ng perfect i -on,
j .s made potable also:  This process must be done in the fo l lowing
manner.

[ake the sky-coloured Sulphurr  or  Spir i t  of  LUNA, which was
extracted with dist i l led Vinggar. ,  as I  informed you in the PART-
ICULAR of T,UNA, edulcorate i t ,  rect i f ie i t  wi th Spir i t  of  wine,
exsiccate i t ,  put  i t  in a v i -o l r  polrr  to i t  three t imes as much

of Spirit of lvlercury, which is prepared from the white Spirit of
Vi t r io l r  4s I  fa j - thful ly taught you in that  p lace, lute the glass

firrnly, set it in putri-faction in the vaporous bath, let a1l_ be
dissolved, and nothing more seen in the bottom, then put to i t
an equal  quant i ty of  th is Spir i t  of  wine, set  i t  in d5-gest ion for



half  a month,  dr ive al l  over,  let  nothing stay behind, then you

have the true potable IUNA, which in i ts ef f icacy is admirable,

and does wonders when i t  is  used.

A deser ipt ion of  the Fiery Tartar.

Dist i l l  of  good wine a Spir i t  of  wine, rect i f ie i t  wi th whi- te

calc ined Tartar,  let  a l l  come over,  put  that  which is dist i l led

over into a viol, put four ounces of well subLimed SaI armoniac

to one quart  of  Spir i t  of  wi-ne, set  a helmet upon, set  a great

receiver into cold water,  dr ive,  the volat i le Spir i ts into,  gent ly

in BALNEO MARIE leave but a l i t t le quant i ty of  i t  behind" Note

the Alembick must always be cooled with wet c loths,  then the
Spir i ts wi lJ-  be dissolved, and turre to l iquor.  Thus is prepared
this hot Spir i t  of  wine.

0f  the Sal t  of  Tartar.

First  you must note,  that  the Phi- l -osophers Tartar is not the
rulgar tar tar ,  wherewith the lock i -s opened, but i t  is  a Sa1t,
which comes from the root,  and is the onry myst ical  key for  a l l -
Metals,  and is prepared thus:

Make a sharp IIXMUM of the ashes of SARMENTS (Garments?),

or of  twigs of  the v ine, boi l  away al l  i ts  moisture,  there stays
behind a ruddy matter,  whi .ch must be reverberated. for  three hours
in a f laming f l re,  st i r r ing i t  st i l l r  let  i t  come to a whi teness,
which whi- te matter must be dissolved in dist i l led Rain-water,  let
the IECES of i t  set t le,  f i l ter ,  and coagulate them in a glass,
that the matter in i t  be fuy,  which dry matter is the Sal t  of
Tartar,  f rom which the t rue Spir i t  is  dr iven.

Note r  4s I  to ld now of the v i r tue and qual i t ies of  precious
stones r  so there are found also many dispicabJ_e, alnd ignoble
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stones 
'  

which are of  great v i r tues,  and exper imental ly are lceown
to be of  rare qual i tS-es,  which ignorant,  and unexpert  men wi l l
hardly give gredi t  unto,  nei ther can they conceive of  i t  in their
dul l -  reason and r . rnderstanding: The same I  wi l l  demonstrate wi th
the example of  cAlx vrvE, which in mans judgement is held of  no
great value, and lyes contempt ib ly in obscur i ty,  however there
is a rnighty v i r tue and ef f icacy in i t ,  which appears,  i f  appl icat-
ion be made of  i t  to the most harmful  d iseases, Seeing i ts t r i -
umphant and transcendent efficacy is almost unlcrown for the gener-
al i ty,  therefore for  the good of  such, whi-ch are inquis i t ive into
natural  and Superrratural  myster ies,  and to whom I  d isclose these
myster ies in th is my book, r  wi l l -  for  a farewerl  d iscover also
this mystery concernj .ng the CALX VIVE, and wi l l  show in the f i rst
place r  how i ts Spir i t  is  dr iven from i t ,  which work indeed re-
quires arL expert  Art ist ,  who is wel l  informed aforehand of  i ts
preparat ion.

Take unslaked Lime as much as you wi}1,  beat,  and gr ind i t  on
a wel l -dr ied stone, to an impalpable powder,  put  on i i :  so much
of Spir i t  of  wine, 3s the pulver ised CaIx is able to dr ink,  there
must not stand any of  that  spir i t  upon i t ,  abstract  the spir i t
gent ly f rom i t  in BALNEO r th is abstract ing must be i terated eight,
or ten t imes: This Spir i t  of  wine strengthens the Spir i t  cf  Calx
might i ly ,  and is made more f iery hot.  Take the remai-ning Calx

out of  the body, gr ind i t  very smalI ,  put  to i t  a tenth part  of
Sal t  of  Tartar,  which is purer not containing any FECES.

As much as th is matter weighs together,  add as much of  the addi t -
ional  of  Sal t  of  Tartar thereunto,  nemely the remaining matter,
f rom which was extracted the Sal t  of  Tartar,  and i t  must be wel l -
exi .ccated, al l  th is must be mingled together,  and put in a wel l

coated retort ,  three parts of  the retort  must be empty,  take a
great receiver,  or  body to i t ,  very strongly" Note,  the body
into which the retorts nose is put,  must have a pipe of  a f ingers
breadth,  unto which may be appl ied another body, 

"rrd 
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of  Spir i t  of  wine in i t ,  then give a gent le f i re to i t ,  at  f i rst



there comes some of the phlegm, which fa1Is into the f i rst  appl ied

body: The phlegm being al l  come over,  then increase the f i re,

there comes a whi te Spir i t  to the upper part  of  the body, l ike

unto the white Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l ,  which does not faI l  among the

phlegm, but s l ides through the pipe into the other body, drawing

i tsel f  into the Spir i t  of  wine, embracing the same, 8s one f i - re

does jo in wi th the other.  Note,  i f  the Spir i t  of  Calx be not

prepared f i rst  by the Spir i t  of  wine, and drawn of f  and or l r  as

I  to ld,  then he does not so r  but  fa l ls  among the phlegm where he

is quinched, loosing al l  i ts  ef f icacy.  Thus di f f icul t  a matter

is it, to search nature throughly, reserving many things r.mto

hersel f .  This Spir i t  being ful ly entered into the Spir i t  of  wine,

then take of f  the body, put away the phlegm, but keep careful ly

the Spir i t  of  wine, artd Spir i t  of  Calx:  And note,  both these

Spir i ts are hardly separated, because they embrace closely one

another:  And being dist i l led,  they come over jo int ly.

Therefore take these mixed and r .mited Spir i ts,  put  them into

a jar-glass,  k indle i t ,  the Spir i t  of  wine burns away, the Spir i t

of  Calx stays in the gIass,  keep i t  careful ly.
mL; -  :  ^r1!4D . . , .D a sr€at ARCAIYUi l I ,  few of  other Spir i ts go beyond i ts

ef f icacy,  i f  you know how to make good use of  i t .  I ts qual i t i -es

may hardly be set down in any way of 'abridgement.

This Spir i t  d issolves OCUI, I  CAI{ORORUM, the hardest crystals:

These three being dr iven over together,  and of ten i terated in

that dist i l l ing,  three drops of  that  l iquor being ministered in

warm wi-ne, break, and dissolve any Gravel and Stone in mans body,

expel l ing their  very roots,  not  putt ing the pat ients to any pain.
fFlna (- in i*  of  Calx at  the beginni-ng looks bluish,  being gent ly
- . tv 

vpr5 4 v v+ v4!4 4 v ul tg 9v6arut4rr6 4vvJt9 v!44! l t

z'anri f i  arl  I  ^oks white, trartsparent , and clear, Ieaving f ew FECES+v

behind. This Spir i t  d issolves the most f ixed jewels,  and preci .ous

stones. 0n the other s ide he f ixes al l  volat i le Spir i ts wi th his
transcendent heat.

This Spir i t  conquors al l  manner of  Podagr icaL symptoms, be they
never so nodose and tartarous, dlssolves and expel ls them radi-cal Iy.
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lo the Ornnipotent Trine God , Father, Son, and Holy Ghost , b€

retlrrned hearty thanks for al.l his benefits, which he has bes-

towed on man, and discovered those Secrets, I wrought on in his

name. To him be eterna]- praises. AIvlElI.

AII, THAT I{ATH BREATH, PRAISE THE LORD.

AITEtrUJATI.I

End of  the Fi f th part .
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BASIIIUS VAIENTINUS

HIS TREATISE CONCERNING THE MICROCOSME

Those that seek Art ,  and have a desire to at ta in to wisdom ,  are
#a na*ar r \ r  r rvus,  that  the Highest,  upon my cont inued prayers has granted

unto me a Clergy-man, to make ]crown the many and great mysteries

of Nature:  Among which mans body is one to be considered, how

that is governed in imitat ion unto MICROSOSME, for i t  is  meet

that the lesser should imitate the greater,  and the smal lest  and

meanest ought to be governed by the greatest  and most potent.

MICROSOSME,oT the great wor ld contains three things, 4s the

most pr inciple,  the rest ,  whi-ch carne from these, are meerly accid-

ental .  In the f i rst  p lace is to be considered the matter and form

of th is wor1d, which matter is made formal out of  a non-shape,

or a nothing, and the great Creator present ly prescr ibed an order

for th is matter,  what government i t  shoul-d keepr 4s soon as i t

came to a l i fer  or  mot ion.  Thj-s matter and form is water and

earth.  For at  the Creat ion,  bV a separat ion of  the water f rom

the earth,  there was f in ished the matter and form, dS two things

belongi-ng one to another,  f rom these al l  Ani-nals and Vegetables

have their  beginning, and other two things, ?s air  and f i re,  which

belong, one to another,  have wrought l i fe therein.  The matter and

for:n is earth,  the Sal t  in that  earth,  the body: Even so is i t

wi th mans body, which is MICROCOSMUS. The matter was not perfect

wi thout the forn,  these jo in ing into one, by Gods ordinance, the

forrn be5.ng became quick,  came then to a perfect ion:  The matter

and forrn got l i fe by mot ion,  a i r  was the f i rst  cause of  that  mot-
i^-  anr l  perfect  matur i ty was caused by a convenient heat,  move-rvrr  t  4ru

ah]rr  innl  gssf l  in the air ,  thus the earth was brought to a fer t i l -

i ty  by the air ,  i t  was opened, and became porous by mot ion for
p'enerat i  on.  The earth t re ing imnregn:ted -  made her seed annar^entv"4r15 v6rreevut rrrssv i !v!

'  by her aquosi ty,  then air  and heat in the neather and upper Region
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of the Astrals caused that a bir th was brorrght for th,  the blossoms

produced, and the appointed frui t  was r ipened by concoct ion of

heat.

Calc id i ty is a Sulphureous hot Spir i t ,  which l ike a Medicament

exiccates the superfluous gross aquosity and phlegmatic matter,

which in the generation at the beginning abor.rnds too much in the

earth, before the air could have a fellow domi-nion at the joining

with it, carying the same along in the superfluity of her birth.
The second principle part of the MICROCOSME is INABIIITY, for

the matter in i tsel f  was without l i fe,  which by heat was st j - r red

trp, then the vital Spirit beeame to be sensi-ble, which is i.n man
a Sulphureous Spir i t ,  k indl ing the body by a heat,  exiccates the

superf lu i ty of  the earth by the subt i l i ty  of  i ts  substance, and
governs the body in a constant mot ion.  For af ter  the heat is
gone r  r ro sensibleness fel t  in the pulse and arter ies,  and a dead
body is for.md instead of l i fe , 4t the departing of the warm Spirit
of  Sulphur;  rat ional  men ought to take this mystery into consider-
ati-on.

The two f i rst  e lements,  the matter and form, being apparent,
and having gotten a mobil ity by the two last elements by l ight,
the ITvITCROSOSME was not yet  perfect ,  the Creator alJ.ot ted further
an increase to the seed of  the earthr 8s wel l  as he did to veget-
abLes and animals. God allowed wrto earth an imagination for all
sorts of  seeds, and to br ing them forth af ter  their  several  k inds.

Then the earth was inpregnated by imagination which God allotted,
and the earth brought these seeds forth in mans presence r the
heat digested them to maturity even tiJ.I hitherto.

Matter and fonn of  the Microcosme being extant,  consist ing of
earth and water, then the creator caused a l ife i-nto them by an
inbreathed. warm air, heating the cold earthly substance, giving
a heat r.mto l ife and motion, which was the soul, whi-ch is the
true sulphur of  man, spir i tual ,  incomprehensible:  sensibly fe l t
by i ts own operat ion.  A11 this being f in ished, then God al lowed
an imagination wrto good, in the perfect r.md.erstanding of mag,
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that by his imaginati-on he coul-d judge of a1l the beasts, artd

impose on each a proper name, and by that imagi-nation he learned

to ls low hj-s wi fe a1so, that  she had f lesh and bones of  h is body.

Then man appeared perfect, and that natter was made into a shape t

of  a sensible body. This for :n being made al ive by the Soul ,  had

allowed further a subtil-e Spirit r.mto imagi-nation and knowledge,

which is an invisible , and incomprehensible for:n, l ike a work

master, who frames all things i-n the mind, which has its habitation

in the upper Region of  the MICROSOSME, according to his volat i l - i ty ,

and deserves the name of MERCIIRY, or the invisible Spirit of mans

body. Form and matter is earthly,  the l i fe st icks in the mot ion,

and the ]ceowledge of every r.mderstarrding unto good and bad stands
in fhc chaz.n speculat ion of  the MICROCQSM, the overplus for .4d

besj-des these three, nature casts of f  as CADAVE, and is as a mon-

ster,  wh5.ch by these three is found to be a separat ion,  and a

CAPUT MORT.
Tf o ' lnr^ i f i^d ELIAS were present,  a4d the ASTRALS could speak,

and silent natr.re had a tongue to express hereof, then I needed
not to br ing in any further evidence to persuade the incredulous

who considered not judic i -ously th is my saying: For a man possessed

by blindness cannot pass any judgement upon my writ ings: But
r.mderstanding judges impatience rand wisdom separates herse'l f from
fo11y by her own ex;lerience.

This v i ta l  Spir i t  nour ishes, feeds, and preserves himsel f  by
the Oleity of mans Sulphur, whi.eh is predominate in the blood
and withr or through it does work in the whole body, that the
substance may be perfect .  This v i ta l  Spir i t  is  Mercury,  which
is for . rnd in man, and is preserved by an Olei ty of  i ts  l ikeness:
Besid.es these two Mercury and Sulphur, there is a third thing in
man, namely SaIt ,  which l ies ih the f lesh, body, and bones.

The SaIt  ministrates i ts noblest  Spir i t  for  a nour i  shment wrto
the b1ood. '  which fatness is for .md therein by the taste,  and dis-
perses i tseLf throughout the body, preserves mans body l ike a
Balsome from putrifaction, and is as the hand and copulation,
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whereby MERCURY' or the Vital Spirit continues the longer *itfr
the Barsome in the f lesh, a 'd dwel ls together in one. For in
the SaIt  there l ies a Spir i t ,  which must protect  a lL other Bal-
somes in their worth and dignity. The remaind.er for.md in the
f leshr i f  these three be taken from i t -  is  n t f .  arT t l inc oa T '

told you for:nerIy, and is good. for nothirg, nor can it be used.
for anything.

As this union, Dominion, and Government is in man, the l ike
are in Metals,  Minerals ,  and vegetabl-es,  which make up their
perfect  body, do 1ive,  keep, and are preserved. in the l ike marjr : ]er ,
as man is.

As the one fol lows upon the other in man, accord. i_ng to order
in the l ike condition are other AnimaLs after their kind and pro-
perty.  As a cow is arr  animal,  her food.r  BS grass,  is  vegetable,
th is vegetable by the heat of  the cows body is putr i f ied. ,  in that
putr i fact ion is made a separat ion,  which is the key of  a l l  6 issol-
ut ions and separat ions.  separat ion .being mad.e,  then goes the
subt i le Spir i t ,  the subt i le Sulphur,  and the subt i l -e Sal t  of  the
vegetables substartce of  the grass into al l  members of  the whole
body of  the cow' the Spir i t  ru les the beast,  the Sulphur nour ishes
i t ,  and the sal t  preserves i t .

This being done, then nature d. istr ibutes her gi f ts fur ther,
making a new separat ion;  as of  the superf luousness, which the
cow does not assume by way of  assimi lat ion,  and must part  wi th i t ,
and distributes the same further, and that is mil_k, thi-s mil_k is
an ani-mal substance, transmuted. from the vegetable. In this milk
is made another separat ion by f i re,  whi .ch nust be kept gent ly.
For the subt i l l iest  spir i t  of  the niLk together wi th the sulphur
subl imes, is taken of f  ,  and turned. into a coagulated. fatness, which
is butter.  The rest  is  separated by other means, srd .precipi tated,
and thereby is made another separat ion,  th is is a second. coagulat-
ion,  out of  which men make their  food.:  of  the overplus,  is  mad.e
another separat ion by f i re,  not  so fat  as the former two: At rast
there remains an aquosi ty,  and is of  no great usefulness, because
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the Spirit and its nutriment is taken from it by the several sep-

arat ions.

After this nature makes to a further putrifaction another and

gross excretion of a Sulphureous and Salt substance, whieh gen-

erates afresh a l iv ing Spir i t ,  which is the excrement,  th is serves

for the earth to be manured withaIl, making the earth ferti l  by

its Sulphur and Saltr a.s being of a gross and fat substance whereby

new fruits are produced, here is another nutriture from an animal

into a vegetable. This makes wheat, and other frui-ts , and grains

to grow, producing again a nutriment from the vegetables unto

animals.

Thus one nature doth fol.Iow after the other' bV nrlgar not so

much comprehendedr or searched into, not cari.ng to learn natures

qualS.ties so much, which makes such natural things seem to be in-

creadible.
To return again to the structure of Man, the noblest Spirit of

l i fe has its dominion ar:,d seat for the'most part, and most strongly

in the heart of mans bodyr 4s in the noblest part: And the Sufphur

of man gives rmto thai Spirit a nutriment, and spiritual access

for i ts preservat ion by the air .
For if air be taken away from m?n, then -the Spirit of l i fe is

choaked up, departs invisibly, and death is at hand. The noblest
Salt Spirit is a conserver of both, j.ts noblest Spirit penetrates
throughout, the grossest matter of its Salt is cast into the

bladdarr dtrd that has a Spirit of a special operation. That

which goes fbom the SaJ.t through the bladdar, is wrought upon by
a heat,  ministrates a new accessi  or  increaser so that th is in-
crease of Salt in nan is i.nexaustible, nnless it die qui-te, and
the body be burned to ashes, and the remainder be extracted. As
f 'or  example;  take the Sal ts f rom Minerals,  Iet  these grow again,
coagulate,  and extract  the Sal t  again by water,  the l ike is seen
in ni t rous earths aIso,  and other common Sal ts,  a.nd there needs
not quote any fi,rther examples.

The Spir i t  of  l i fe has i . ts process into other members' f rom the
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heartr  into bones, arms, and the rest  of  the bod.y that  are st i r i -ng;

in diseases and symptoms he is weak, and man by reason of such
slnnptoms 

' 
carnot perforrn his business in that fuJ-l strength as at

other t imes, when he is in heal th,  feeds and cher ishes his bod.y

with vegetable Spirits, which come from feeding bread, meats, and

drinking of wines, then his body g:rows stronger, and his vital-

Spirit grows potent by such nutriments, in his superfluity disper-
ces himsel f  into al- l  members,  and shows his operat ion.  I f  the

heart  grows faint ,  then is i t  a s ign that the Vi ta l  Spir i t  is  not

nour ished, upon whieh there ensue speedi ly deadly diseases; because

that f ire is not at l iberty, and falls into an exti-nction, or
choaking.

The fire in the heart, and the natural heat is preserved, and

supported by the air, of that air the l:ngs stand most in need

of: The li.ver al-so must have air, else it eannot laugh: The spleen
must have air, else it wil l be oppressed, with stichings and great
pains;  The true seat for  the most part  of  the ai-r  is  neeessary
for the hurgs,  i f  these faI l  into any wealcress,  the cause thereof
is,  because the Sal t  does not show i ts tnre,  and meet he1p, and

rnust go into rot tenness, cast ing up blood and matter:  Then there
is at hand a corrupti-on of the air, from which the Vital Spirit
cannot find any true nourishrnent, but must be starved, because
the Sal t  does not ef fect  i ts  conserving qual i ty,  the Sulphur,  and
the increase of  the nor.r j -shnent is obstructed, and is not perfect ,
whereby are caused consumptions, wi.therings of the body, consuming
of the f lesh, and exiccat ion of  the bIood, and of  the mamow.
The substance of  Sal t ,  or  the Sal t  Spir i t ,  whi-ch preserves the
body, has its seat for the most part in the bladder, where all
humidities have thei-r issue, the remaining gross SaJ-t is separated,
and excerrred by urine, as you heard already. I repeat it here
again for  that  end, because the most noble Spir i t ,  which does
preserve man, does copulate,  and make fr i -endship wi th the v i ta l
spirit and its nutriment, whi.ch is sulphur, and so they make the
body perfect ,  and i f  any informity be incident,  e i - ther f rom the
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operat ionror defect ive qual i ty of  the Starsr or f rom a di-sorder ly

Iife in eating and drinking, and many other inconveniences, and
any coruption be present, then nature i-s not in her perfect con-

di t ion.  .
Here the lcrowing doctors must enquire into the cause, from which

of these three the slrmptom does arj.se, and cure the same with

convenient remedies, and not with any contrary medicj.nes: As heat
must be cr,red with heat, coJ.d with cold, prickling with prickling.
For cne heat draws the otherr ort€ cold draws another, even as iron
is dravrn by a magnet; and so prickling simples may cure stiching

d.iseases, and poisonous Minerals can heal, and br5.ng to right
poisonous slrmptomsri f  they be duly and wel l  prepared.

And al though sometimes external ly a cooler be suppl ied,  however
I  speak as a Phi . losopher,  and one that is exper ienced in nature,
that l ike must be cured and expelled frrndamentally with the 1ike,
otherwise true medicaments are not appl ied,  and the physic ians
deal not really in their profession. He that is not fundamentally

learned hereinr or does not observe these things, he is not a
true physician, neither can he rea11y say that he has learned
any truth in Physic,  because he is not able to discern cold and
heat, dry and wet, for lcrowledge and e>qperience , and a fi.rndamental-
inquiry into natures mysteries make a good physician next the
lccowledge of the creator, from whom alI and every wisdom does
descend'  and is the Author of  the beginn5-ng, middle,  and end thereof.

Next the i.nvocation of the Creator, there follows natural mea.ns
and medicaments r 3s they are for.md in themselves in their highest
degree: I make no fr.r.rther mention here of other anima]-s : Metal-s
and Minerals foJ- low.next,  for  in Gold,  s i lver,  and. other metals,
even to the seventh and last  p lanet,  are hid excel lent  th ings,
Mercr.uiy being predominant in all, in some more than in others,
and Minerals also are not without their virtuous medicines, and
the former seven planets were in their beginning only Minerals.

The t incture of  SOL together wi th the potable Gold and Si . lver
are of great efficacy, Mercury ruJ.es MICROCOSME; that, which is
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for .md in the best metals,  and most precious stones may be drawn

al-so,  i f  need be from Mi-nerals.  For perfect  Metals are grown,

or have their  descent f rom Minerals,  as f rom Vitr iot ,  Ant i -mony,

and from the l ike. Vitriol is Sulphur, Antimony is Mercury, the

Salt  which is the Copular or binder,  is  for .md in both,  i f  these

are made fix, are l ike unto the best Metals, for they are gen-

erated by them: Minerals come from the three pr inciples,  as wel l

as Metals: The three principles come from their PRIMA MATERIA,

called PRIMUM ENS, which is nothing else but a watery substance

found fuyri-s not l ikened to any matter whieh is grown, and i.s
preserved by the four Elenents,  and these are cher ished, or nour-

ished by Astrals.  The Creator had ordained al l  these out of  a

nought, because man should not gaze onJ-y upon earthly matters, but

consider heavenly ones also and ought to lmow things supernatural,
that  fa i th may over- top the rest ,  and here the perogat ive in th ings

seen and fel t ,  and be preserved therein.

I f  physic ians do not understand these things, they ought not
to be held for  physi-c ians,  for  the lceowledge of  God and Nature

make a Physician as I told of it formerly, and not great prating

without true }ceowledge, good writ ings of expert men may cond.uce
somewhat hereunto.

Tn l r r . i  of  h4rr e!rv4 I  rr .UII lzI l€ reason in physicians is nOt able to comprehend

sufficiently, much less are they able to decide, fathom, and fulIy

learn, what manner of medicaments there may be made of the MICRO-
COSXIE, for  he contains a perfect  medici .ne for  a]J.  d iseases, l ike
with l ike must be expelled and cured. MERCURY of the MICROCOSME
is a l iv ing,  incomprehensible,  and vol-at i le Spir i t ,  4s I  have
told.

Mans Balsom dr ies up a Dropsie,  and the cLar i f ied Sal t  of  i t
cl lres consumptions; in Epileptic f its it does excellent well, and
being prepared into a fragrant Spirit, all corrosiveness being
taken from it, is nothi.ng inferior rrnto AURUM POTABLE, to preserve

mans heal th;  i t  is  very excel lent  for  cur ing Leprosie:  Passing
by such d. iseases, which are of  a lower nature and degree, i t
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breaks the stone in the bladder, and cures all Salt Rheums, if

the artist prepares it welI, and lceows how to make use of it

afterward..

Thus I close with the MICROCOSME, contained in few li-nes, much .

more eould be spoken of this matterr or for:n, mobil ity and ima€-

inat ion,  how they were brought r .mto perfect ion.  For i f  these

stand together in a tnre rniddle, wil l make up a sweet harmony,

for without the matter, or form of the body, without the moving

of the powers, and defect of perfect thoughts ORPIIEUS wiJ.l not
please the DOLPHIN with any harrnoneous melody: As it is with marl,

so i t  is  wi th Metals:  Mercury is the MOBILE in GoId,  i f  the body

be anatomized: Sulphur is hot, being driven from a Mineral and

fj.xed, dries the phlegmatic LUNA, warrns her, makes her Soul equal

i.mto hinself . In the natter and form there l ies a Salt, whi.ch

afford.s the coagulation of the body: The remainder in the Gold
put away, for separation wil l afford a further reveal-ation.

Vegetables al.so show the forrn of ifreir three principles, the
vis ib le matter contains the vegetable Sal t ,  whieh is i ts conser-

vative, the fragrancy of the vegetable is the Balsom, r,vhich min-
isters a nourishrnent unto its perfect growth, the odourr or smell

of  any herb is of  a volat i le qual i ty,  and spir i tual ,  and the Spir i t
for the most part shows itself in the fragrancy, and penetrates
the Balsom, and i ts odour,  be j - t  p leasant,  or  not,  is  the essence,
whereby men i.n their senses learn the condition and properties
of vegetables. For other things I have written, I praise the
Lord, which dwel1s on high. Thus elosing I wish to every one
the grace and blessing of  God the Creator of  aI l  creatures,  that
they may be blessed, wJ.se, arLd r ich,  both in th is temporal  and
corruptible world, and in the other world attain to arr eternal-
bliss. AMEI\.
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of the Mystery of  the Microcosme, i ts Medicinal  parts belonging

wrto Man .

Written by Basi-lius Valentinus

Io make use of the heavenly Revealation, about two luminaries,
and of  the myster ies of  the whole medicine, which l ies in that

marvellous instrrrment of the MICROCOSIYIE, within and without, that
is,  in the body, and without,  as ordinary wounds, sores,  u lcers,
that have their cause from within, have their descent from one
root,  however,  must be several ly prepared and dressed. For that

within is not l ike to that whj-ch is without, in respect of their
operation; but in respect of their for:n and matter they are under
one judgernent. And that I may rightly infor:n my fel1ow Christian,
I  must needs aclceowledge and confess,  that  there are tow medicJ-nes,
which heal all diseases and slrmptoms, b€ they whatsoever, and
are made of one, the one is ca11ed PHAIATA, and j-s for inward
use'  the other is caI led ASA, is for  exterrral  cures;  both may be
called to be only one, they differ only in their preparati.ons;
how both must be brought to their operative quality, the way r.mto
it is showed in my MANUAIS, for they must f irst be rightly lceown,
and their natr-re rnust be searched into. Thej-r matter i.s one,
which by that expression I pr.rposely hold it forth, lest it should
be made too common. I after the manner of Ancient Philosophers
before me, hiding secrets under dark sentenees, hoping by the
prayers of others to have their Souls saved, and received. into
that Garden, in which or.r f irst parents were created..

Note r both Medicines are made of one matter r 4s I have alread.y
informed you.

If used inwardly, it takes away all manner of infirrnit ies: The
matter is putrif ied, separated, and in a spa€lrric way purged in
the best marlrler, and brought to a med.icine of the highest d.egree,
by fixing its own nature, whi.ch must be- brought to pass in the
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f i - re.  I ts former poisonous volat i le qual i ty must b€, rectS-f ied'

by being prepared to an everlasting fixedness, whi.ch expellst

purges, artd. rectif ies al. l malignant Spirits, that a good' nature

may live quietly in a pure habitation. For this prepared Medicine,

keeps that course, whereever it need.s with any maliSnity, it wil l

be revenged on it, and strives to expelI itr and wil l soIely keep

possession there: For she cannot end.ure any contrary thi.ngs about

her, whi.ch are defi led with the least impurity.

PIIALAIA is the Universal Medicine to be used inwardly' and ASA

is the Universal remed.y for outward usesr it purif ies mans bloodt

takes away all inpurity, strengthens the brain, heart, stomach'

and al l  other parts,  causes good blood, strengthens the memoryr

repairs the defects,  which are befal len the three pr inciples,

restores al l  lost  th ings:  I t  is  the very k"y,  whereby the body is

opened: For i t  chases away leprosier consumptionsr Soutr  dropsy

and all- other diseases generally: For no sinful creature is fal. len

so total. lyr but she may have a comfort r. lnto sa'' lvation in a Spirit-

ual. way, and a nedicine r-rtto health, appointed therer-urto by the

Creator, which is had if Nature be Anatomized by asr e><pert Artist '

to be prepared for that  use.

-  Here I  speak of  such diseases, which by some are caI led incure-

able: For ordi.nary diseases there are ordi.nary mea.rls , which here

are not ment ioned, the uses of  them are ment ioned in a special

t reai ise,

But of my PHALAIA I say this much, according to my long exper-

ience, that nothi.ng can conceal or hide itself from her, being a

penetrating searcher into aIl infirrnit i.es, she penetrates the

body spir i tual ly l ike a f i .une, penetrates the Arter ies,  muscles,

and al-l- the parts of the body l ike a Balsom, restores strength

which was left by her Sal-t Spirit. F\rther, I cannot speak in
the praising of my PIIALAIA, she being a prai.se to such that make

use of her. He that gets this PIIALAIA rightly, to him is she

suff ic ient  for  to cure al l -  d iseases. No tongue is able to ex-

press and set forth fulIy her virtues.
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As diseases do di f fer ,  which are incident unto the bodyr so

there are means for their  cure:  But th is medicine cures al l  d is-

eases in general ,  being of  an heavenly s ideral  qual i ty,  descended

from the Elements, and generated by the three principles, coming .

f rom the very heart  of  i ts  Center of  the whole c i rcumference of

the Globe performs all, affording to the MICROCOSME a perfect
medicine for.rnd so really, accordi-ng as the name imparts her virtues,
'1^rr+ i f  

- l+r^t ]\ r ,v( ,J 4, .  ! t6rr t , r$ I t ra.d€ and prepared, the use of  i t  wi l l  prove i t
sufficj.ently.

ASA is found in the operat ion,  for  external  symptomsr zs old
ulcers, f5.stu1as, caneers, which made many Shi.nrrgions doubt

whether ever they may be cured, but th is ASA has made the cure:
I t  consumes al l  bad blood, which was fal len into corrupt j .on,  and

may be inwardly used, because it wil l then exi.ccate, and dry up
the fountains,  f rom whence spr ings al l  manner of  sores,  f is tu laes,

cancers, wolves, NOLI ME TAI{GERE, rr-urning legs, worms, and the

l ike,  b€ i t  on what part  of  the body, where plasters,  poul tesses,
and the l ike cannot help,  and are not strong enough, th is alone
wi l l  do i . t .  For f resh wounds, be they made by stabbing, cut ing,
s lashing, i t  needs not to be administered, being too strong for
such wounds, gent ler  rLeans are f , i t ter  fo? them, Balsoms, 0i1s,
Plastersr rnaV heal them, either outwardly, or inwardly; powders
and potions may be prepared. synrptoms in wounds, havi.ng their
causes from within, must be cured by searching into them, and
the means for their cure must be prepared of that strength, that
they may reach home. As in thi.s matter, things must be writed,
and be taken from the generation of ABIHAIL, being joined in their
pr inciples of  the f i rst  essenee, bv natures mearrs,  is  brought to
the highest perfect ion,  whereby such sores,  u lcers,  etc. ;  are
fundamentally cured. For ordinary wormds there is no need of it,
i f no slmptoms are at hand, and the party endangered, a Balsom
only wi l l  perforu the deed, mol l i fy ing the f Iesh, and Nature wi l l
fur ther,  and promote the cure.

Be thankful- next God to me, that has taught you inward. and outward
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Medicines, and are such, which others before me have concealed,

they ca.rl cure fundamentally any symptoms, be they withinr or with-

out on the body, such vi-rtues are not found in out-landish woods,

drugs r of herbs: Forraj-ngners have their proper cli.mates, under

which they have convenient Physical Vegetables: Our climate affords

unto us proper Medicinal Vegetables, Animals, and Minerals for

our constituti-on; only doctors are not expert to amke their Med-

icinal preparation out of them. I hold with my Physick PIIALAIA

and ASA of one name in their descent, v'rhereby Nature has made me
to be a Physic ian;  i t  keeps good to the last ,  preserves man in
health and strength all the tiure the Creator has appoi-nted for
him: Virtue it has showed trir,mphantly in many parties, obtaining
victory against alJ- its enemies, and it was apparent to the worId,
that these two Medicines PIIALAIA and ASA of one kind, and of one
rnatter made and prepared: Arrd is for.md daily, that in the gener-
al i ty they can set al l  into a perfect  degreer 4s being descend.ed.
from the Center, can preserve the Center as the Root, and can
bring things to right within and without, tending to that end.,
for  which i t  is  orepared..

Thus r wish the reader, to whom r faithfully intimated the
Marruals cf it, prosperity and success in the preparation of it,
that it may be rrnto his health: The work wil l praise the Master,
upon my Oath I firrther infor:n you this, that four things are re-
quired to make a perfect Philosopher, and physician.

First he nust be importr:nate and fervent in his d.evoti.on to
God'  as the h5-ghest heavenry Physic ian,  to ask of  h im grace,
wisdom, understanding, and his blessing upon his r.:nd.ertakings,
that it may appear rmto the world, that God grants things for the
good of men, that he may be prai.sed. and. magnified for such bene-
f i ts:  And is to show himsel f  in his l i fe and cmversat ion god1y
and honest.

secondly,  a Physic ian ought to }crow the d. iseases, and to dis-
tinguish the one from the other, and what proper remedies he is

- to use against  these diseases: For wi thout the ]aeowledge of  d. is
eases a physic ian is not perfect :  Mans complexion must be d. iscerned.,
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the cause of the d.isease searched into, and the means well con-

sidered, that  no contrar ies be appl ied,  whereby further t roubles

are caused: Proper remedies f i t t ing the d. i .seases must be appl ied,

that restituti.on be nade i.rrto for^mer health.

Thirdly, it is requisite, that he read frequently the writ ings

of Ancient Phi losophers,  and read them over and over,  and take

notice in what they do concur and agreet and where they aim aJ-J-

at one mark, then he that has r.mderstanding wil l discern the good

from the bad, sophi.stry from tnrth: The Ancients lcrew many good

things, for  mine own part  I  must confess,  that  I  borrowed the

forrndation of my lcrowledge from them, which made me to l.ay it to

heart, artd am thereby moved to leave for others also a Correer-

stone, that truth may further be confirrned, and grorrnds of it
made easier, clearer, plainer, and more mani-fest by a further
lc:owledge of my wri-ting.

Fourthlyr a Philosopher must leanre to Anatomize things in Nature,
'to hrow what they contain withi.n and without, to separate the
poison from the Medicinal quality. Here r-mto belong several Man-
uals ,  how to dissol-ve,  separate,  exal t  t  and prepare fu l ly Metals ,
Minerals,  Vegetables,  and Ani-mals.  He that has learned al l  these,
he may d.iscor-lrse wi-se1y of things, confirm their grounds in truth;
but others' which are ashamed to work herein, cannot glory in any
truth; bbcause by the receipts for.md in other mens writ ings, not
endeavouring to learn more in their own experi.ence; I am not
ashamed to learn daily, because Nature is ror,md and endless, carueot
be comprehended fulLy, by reason of the shortness of nens l ife,
and none can say that there is nothing left more for him to learyr.
No such matter.

Thus you see' that Gods blessing must be obtained by fervent
and frequent praying r:nto Goci, the causes of ctiseases must be
hrown'  their  cure must be ordered according to the direct ion of
Philosophic writ ings, ad joini-ng an erperimental lcrowledge there-
rrnto. He that does, and lcrows these four things may grory in his
ways r confi.rming thi-ngs i-n deeds, and not to exercise a trade upon
other mens rerrei nt.q -
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My Medicaments, if well prepared and duly usedr wiJ.J- by Gods

hal.p make lceown, that they received their strength from God' the

Marvellous Creator to perform these things, which ignorantsr and

men of l i tt le faith cannot comprehend: By daily experience faith.

gets strength, that man may praise the highest, who has put such

virtues into natural things, for the which mortals are .not able to

return sufficient thanks. As much as l ies in my power I wrll

praise the Lord. day and night, and is not possible to reouire hirn

1n any other way. At the closing observe thus mueh: In school

long dj.scourses are made of the tlrree principles of al-l- things,

of the matter of heaven, what it is made of, and on what the earth
dno< r^aqt t "ow the Elements were mad.e,  and of  the begiry.1ng of  the$vvv t  r rv

f ir:nament, and of several opinions they are about the origi-naI

causes of  Metals,  Mi- : rerals,  Vegetables,  of  their  qual i t ies and

properties, of the original of man, and of other Anima'r s, search-

ing in their conceits into their l ives, virtues, etc. But my

Son hearken rrnto me, and take notice of what I say; all their
pretended sayings are a meer nothing, they speak ignorantly with-

out aJly certainty; because they have no experimental lcrowledge,

having laid no for.mdation, nor have they learned any true decision

in their demonstrations: Thoughts pay no Customr or To111 they
fly into heaven, descend to the nether:nost parts of the earth,

if experience and their thought do not concur, then their thoughts
are forrnd a meer opinion, then they must confess, I did not think
it could be so! Mans thoughts are fit ly compared with a dream,

because nothing fol1ows upon an inagination: Natures Secrets must
be stud.ied experi-mentally. If Artists or Mechanics would imagine
to work suchr or such things, be it Watchesr or other curious
Metall-ine works, but does not invent f it instrrrments, whereby
to make that work they have in their fancy, what can they produce

by that inagination? An empty opinion, and no Art. So in the
lceowledge of Natltral. things r' their Secrets require a greater exact-
ness to be searched into, which to Lazy r,merpert men seem strange
and imposslble. I teJ-1 you there is requi-red an exact dil igence
to f ind that,  which l ies hid in them, i t  must be done by separat ion.
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Nature must be anatomized.,  good. and bad in i t  must be discerned,

what is eontained. in each in i ts Center,  for  the general ,  and what

comes from i t  in part icular.

fherefore the IiIACROCOSME and MICROSOSME, Ye?, the things which .

grow artd. are forrnd therein , a:"e compared to a round Circle, in

whose middle there is a Center,  let  the Circ le be turned which

way i t  wi l1,  i t  keeps round every waV, ald i ts Center stays un-

removed. A Phi losopher must lcrow r ight ly the Center of  each mat-

ter, which must stand r-mremoved in every substanee, but the sub-

stance may be tr.rned any way he pleases, artd make of it several

forms, according as i t  received i ts power f rom above. I  speak

now to be taken not ice of  thus:

I  take in hand any natural  th ing,  d issolve,  or  open i t  by a

k"y,  which is the means of  the r-rnfolding, and search therein by

a f i rers proof,  which is the master of  a l l  proofs,  what may be

made of  i t :  Here I  f ind as many wonders and qual i t ies,  whi-ch I

never thought of ,  much less had f  exper ience of .
Of natural  th ings are made Powders,  0 iLs,  Water,  SaIt ,  Volat i le

Spir i ts,  ar td Fumes: In these preparat ions are beheld wonders upon
wonders,  wi tness the dist i l l -at ions,  d igest ions,  and putr i fact-
ions.  There are forrnd and seen many Spir i tual  and.Corporeal
colours,  which appear black,  grey,  whi te,  b lue, green, yel low,
red, azure colour, with a reflexion of all manner of insprinkled
coloursr which cartnot well be descri.bed., and r.rne><pert men hardly
bel i -eve i t .  From these preparat ions are several  qual i t ies fe1t ,
the one is corrosive and. sharp,  the other is pleasal t  and mi1d ,
the one is sour,  the other is sweetr  BCcord. ing as they are pre-
paredr so they y ie ld good or bad, poison or physic:  For a good
thing can be made the worst  poison, and the worst  poison can be
turned into the best med.icine: Which is not so great a marvel ,
because al l  l ies in the preparat ion of  th ings:  Though every one
can'ot  conceive of  i t ,  yet  i t  is  sor a 'd wi l l  be a t ruth forever,
because Nature has mani. f  ested hersel f  thus by exper ience.

A blind ma' can'ot terl how the inward. parts of mans body are



condi t ioned, but the seeing physic ian,  who anatomizes the body'

he can judge of  the s i tuat ion of  the Heart ,  Brain,  L iver,  Reins,

B]adder,  of  the Entrals,  and of  a l l  the Veins,  ar td hrows in what

form and cond.i-t ion they are. But before he has made this ana-

tomy, al- l  these were hid f rom him, a miner which seeks for ores'

he does not lcrow what r iches he may erpect f rom Metals,  unless

he opens the ore , and so fine it: What he finds in it by fi-re ,
then he may lcrow really in his ealculation, what riches he may

expect f rom i t .  So other th ings must be proceeded in,  which t rue

Natural ists wi l l  endeavour to do, and not prate of  th ings only

without exper imental  icrowledge, disput ing of  colours wi th the

blind man, learn to laeow the gror,md with your own eyes and hands,
which Nature hides within her,  then you may speak wisely of  then

with good reason, and you may bui ld upon an invincible Rock. I f

you do not sor then you are but a phantast ic prater,  whose discourse

is grounded on sand. wi thout erper ienee, and is soon shaken by
every wind, and ruined in the end. The ground of this lcrowledge

must be learned as you heard,  by anatomizing and separat ing of
th ings, which by dist i l lat ion is made lcrown: Where every Element

is separated apart ,  there i t  wi l l  be made ]cnown what is cold.r  or
moist '  warmr or day. There you learrr  to }crow the three pr inciples,
how the spir i t  is  separated from the bod.y,  and how the oi l  is
separated from the water, and how the salt is drawn from the
CAPUT MORT of each matter, and is red.uced agai-n into a spirit ,
and' how these are afterward in a conjirnction may profitably and
safely be used for their  several  uses they are prepared. for :  A11
which must be done by a MEDruM. At the first creation man is
earthly and gross,  but his soul ,  spir i t ,  and Body, being separated
by death, putrif ies underground, and when the highest comes to
judgement,  he is raised again,  h i .s bod.y,  soul ,  and Spir i t  comes
together,  according to fa i th and scr iptr . r re;  that  bod.y is no more
earthlyr 4s it was fonnerly, but is for.rnd heavenly and clarif ied ,
Sl i t ter ing as the Stars in. the East,  srrd l ike the Sr: : r  is  seen,
when al l -  the c louds are past.  so i t  i .s  here,  when earthlyness is
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broken, div i -ded, and separated, then the three pr inciples of  the

dead substance are made apparent, the d.ead one is forsaken, the

l iv ing power comes to her perfect i .on,  because her obstruct i -on is

laid aside, that the virtue in the operation may be manifestedr r$

this separati.on and manifestation is then lceown what these three

principles ate, which are so much discor.rsed of , namely Mercury,

Su1phur,  and Sal t ,  according to the condi t ion of  the Subject .

He that d.oes not th ink r t  to be true, let  h im go to the end of

the Wor1d, where he sha1l feel al-l, what in his dumb capacity

he could not comprehend: If any one shoul-d intend to teach me

any other with a proli.xity of words, he may fi l l  me with words,

but he rnust prove it really a1so, for without that I am not bor.md

to beli-eve hi.s words, but desire some sign r 4s THOMAS one of the

Twelve, who looked for an OcuJ.ar demonstration: I might have left

out THOMAS, but being there is a GULF between a Spiritual and

worldly unbeliever, I gave liberty to ny mi.nd to speak it, for

there is a great di f f  erence i .n heavenly and worldly matters,
touching faith and things comprehensible, and there is that differ-

ence found al.so in Sideral and earthly things: For Sideral th.ings
are comprehended by sharp imagination, and Arithmetic rules, but
to the find.ing out of earthly things there belongs Speculation
and Separation: With Speculati-on must be joined an intention, and
an apprehensj.on is annexed to Speculation, the former is done
spir i tual ly,  because the spir i t  of  man does not rest ,  desires to
apprehend more qualit ies of the Spirit in things natural: Every
Spirit sti].]- draws its l ike: The rest is earthly: For an earthly
body separates by manuals the earthly body from the spiritual
part. And so the one may be discerrred before and from the other.
Whereas the Soul  in both shows hersel f  real ly,  therefore is she
in arr realIy, for she ties the heavenly and earthly together
like a bond, but when the heavenly i.s separated from the earthly,
that the Soul also must forsake her body, then you have separated
artd reeeived the tirree as apart, which after a true lceowledge a1d.
conjr,mcti.on can afford such a triu:npi-ng and clarified bod.y which



is for.md in a better degree of rnany thousand tj-mes because the
grossest is la id aside from the earthy.

For when heaven ar:.d earth come to be refined by the great Creator,
then the greatest part wil l be consumed by fire, and by that pur-.
ging it wil l be exalted to the same degree wlth the heavenly, and
set into the same 1ine, for  each al l  is  created by one, each al- l
is ordained by one, and through sin by one man, all was corrupted
unto death'  Vet al l  is  by one brought to a better state of  l i fe:
And the only creator intends to judge al1 by fire, and arl must
agai .n become one, which wi l l  be that heavenly essence, to which
the earthly gave way by means of the fire: The eternal glory

leaving a room for devil and death, from whence they shal] Look
on the eIect ,  adrnir ingthe great majesty and glepy of  God, which
in a div ine essence of  three dist inct  persons is al- l  in al l - .  And
has created al l .

Thus the three persons in the deity have held forth in us three
invis ib le essences, giv ing thereby to r .mderstand by an wrsearch-
able wisdom, what their creature and order i-s: we men are too
weak to come higher;  Goc is and wi l l  be God, ar:d we men must be
content wi th such gi f is  af forded unto us:  Hereafter shal l  be
accompl ished that which is prophesied of  by the hophets and
Apost les,  and now are conceived of  only by way of  fa i th,  therefore
we ought now to be converted, what by Nature is intimated i-n a
visible way: Other things incomprehensible unto us, and matters
of fa i th,  wi l l  appear better to be und.erstood at  the end of  the
world; God girant r:nto us a]-]. a true lcrowledge of temporal goods
and of  the eternal .

At  the c losing of  th is r  sav,  that  th is. is the whore Art  and
whole foundation of aJ-J- the Philosophic speech in which is that
sought, which many desire, taking great pains, and making great
expenses 

' 
nanely to get wisdom and judgement, a long heal-th and

r iehes of  th is wor ld comorehended in a few word.s i  as for  example,
first you must lceow, that I wil l show mto you such an example,
of  the Aninals,  whieh in the appearance is a mearr and noor one-



are increased, and in their kind preserved: But the first begirur-

ing of  a vegetable Seed is a Spir i tual  essence or astral  inf lu-

ence, whereby i-n the earth was gotten an imaginatj.on, and became

i.mpregnated with a natter, out of which by the help of the Elements

it eane to be somethi-ng: What forrn of Seed the earth was desi-rous

of after the heavenly impressj-on, that form i.t received flrstt

and brought it to a kind, which brings a further increase by its

palpable Seed in the generation, hereby man may try his further

ski].]-; but he is not ab]-e to create a new Seedr 2s Nature does by

an influence from above, only he is abJ.e to encrease a formed Seed.

0f Metals and Mi.neral-s I inforrn you this, that there is one

only Alnighty Being, which is from eternity, and abid.es r,mto

eternity, which is the Creator of heaven and earth, nemely the

eternal Diety in three d.i stinct persons, which three in the Diety

are a perfeet di-vine being: And though I confess and aclcrowledge

these three persons, Vet I  confess only one God in one Being,
This I  d.o now speak as a Type of  the f i rst  Seed of  the three
pr ineiples;  that  the f i rst  beginningr ' to beget Metal l ine Seeds is
wrought i.n the earth by a sideral impression, which quality presses

from above into the nether as in the be1Iy of the earth, and works

continually a heat therein, with the help of the Elemen-ts; for

both must be together: The earthly affords an imaginati.on, that
the earth is f itted for conception and impregnation, the Elements

nourishes and f eeds this fmit, bring it on by a continued hot
quality into perfection, the earthly substance affords a forrn
thereunto, thus at the begi.:nning the Metal-J-ine and Mj-neral Seed
is effected namely by an astral irnagination, elemental operation,
artd terrestrial forrn: The astral is heavenJ-y, the elementarXr is
spiritual, and the earthly is corporeal, these three make of their
f i rst  Center the f i rst  essence of  the Metal l ine Seedr 'which Phi lo-
sophers have further searehed into,  that  out of  th is essence these
is become a form of a Metal . l ine matter,  palpably jo ined together
of three, of a Metall ine sulphur heavenly, a Metall ine Mercr,ry
spiritrral, and a Metal-J.ine SaJ.t bodily, whi.ch three are for.md at
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but of a nighty consequence, if r ightly considered. The hen layed

the egg, the same egg is brought by heat to a hardness or coag-

ulati.onr by a further heat it is brought to a putrefaction, where

i t  is  corrupted: In th is putrefact ion the egg receives a new

GENUS, wherein is raised a new 1i fe,  and a Chicken is hatched'

this Chi.cken being perfect, the shell opens naking way for the

Chicken to creep forth, this Chicken coming to a further ripe-

ness and zg€, increases further in her k ind.

Thus Nature fi.rthers her own kind, and augments USQUE AD INFIN-

IIIIM. True, the egg is not PRIMA MATERIA of the Cock or Hen;

but the PRIMA IVIAIERIA of their f lesh is the fi.rst Seed, out of

which the egg is gone into a forrn, which by the equal nature of

the motion of both is driven together and r-mited, from ti lence by

a further heat it went to a putrefaction, from thence into a new

bir th,  which new bir th st i l l  propagates and increases.

So it is with nan, for one man alone cannot produce a new birth,

runless both Seeds of  Male and Female be r .ur i ted,  for  d. f ter  th is

conjr.mction through Nutriment of the body, and continued natural

heat of these two Seeds, which in the Center are l irrovsn for one

Natr . r re,  get  a new l i fe,  and more men are begotten, which propagate

further by their Seed, by this means the whole wo::ld is f i lJ-ed

with men. This Seed of  Man is the noblest  subt i lest  b lood of  a

white quality, in which dwells the vital Spirit, which is dri.ven

together by mot ion.  I f  these Seeds of  both k inds by their  deslre

of lust are together r.rnj.ted, and their Natures be not cormpted,

or else are contrary one to another,  then there is preserved a

life by a heat, and brought to perfecti.on in the mothers womb,
and artother man is brought forth, thus much be spoken of the Seed

of &r.i-maIs.

The Vegetable Seed is made palpable and visible which from each

kind of herb is separated and propagated in the earth for an in-

crease, which Seed must f i rst  putr i f ie in the earth,  and then
must be nour ished by a temperate moisture,  at  last  th is Seed by
a convenient warm air is brought to a perfection, thus Vegetables
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the opening of Metals: For Metals and Minerals must be broken
and opened: Minerals are of the saJne sanguinity, of the same qual-
i ty and naturer zs Metals are,  only they are not suf f ic ient ly

ripened unto coagulati-on, and may be aclmowledged for unripe
Metals, for the spirit in them is found. as nighity Metall ine as
i t  is  in the perfect  Metal_s.  For Metals may be destroyed and
easi-ly reduced r-mto Minerals, and. of Mj-nerals are prepared Med-
icanents,  which r ipen and transmute Metals,  which must be noted.:
And i t  is  done, when spir i t ,  soul ,  and Body are separated. and
purely re-united. fhe remaining terrestrity bei-ng put off , then
fol lows a perfeet bi r th,  and the perfect  r ipening by heat perforrns
har nf f i ,^or rs!  \ . , r*J-vs,  that  spir i t ,  soul ,  and Body at  the begi_nning in their
f i rst  seed have been a heavenly water,  which begot these three,
out of  which three is become a Metal l ine Sulphur,  a Metal l ine
Mercury,  and a Metar l ine Sal t ,  these in their  conjr ,mct ion made a
f ix,  v is ib le,  palpable body; f i rst  begun a Mineral  one, then a
Metall ine by an astral imagination, digested and ripened. by the
Elements, and an earthly substance are made forrnal and materi-al.
Now when these bodies of  Minerals and Metals are reduced. to their
f i rst  beginning, then the heavenly Seed does appear and is Spir i t -
ual, which Spiritual must become an earthly one by th-e copulation
of the Soul, which is the I\4EDIUlvl and middle bond. of their r,rrion
to make a Medicine out of  i t ,  whereby is obtained heal th,  long
I i . fe,  wisdom, r iches in th is mortal  l i fe:  This is the t : r re sperm
of Philosophers, long sought after, but not larovrn: lfhose light
was desired of  many to be seen, and is even the f i rst  matter,
which Lies open before the eyes of  a l r  the wor ld,  few men h: Iow,
it is for.rrd visibly in arr places, namely Mercury, sulphur, and
salt, and a Mi.neral- water or Metall ine l iquorr 2s the center,
separated from i ts form, and made by these three pr i -ncipIes.

The Heavenly Physicianr the eternal- Creator and inexhaustible
for.mtain of  Grace, and the Father of  a l l  wisd.om, Father,  son and.
Holy Ghost in one Diety,  teach us to ]ceow rea11y i .n a due grate-
'fulness 

his wonderous works, and make us co-heirs of his ever-
lasting goods, .that we after a temporal revealation may in a true
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l ight seek the heavenly treasures, and rnay possess them eternally
with all the elects, where there is rrnspeakable grory without
end., which is attained unto by faith in our saviorrr by bringing
forth good fnrits, by loving of our neighbours, and herping the
needy' which must be made evident with an unblameable Iife, and
due obedience to God.
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TTVO TREATISES

OF THE MOST EMfNENT AI{D INCOMPARIBIE PHIIOSOPHER

BASII VAl,ENf INE

FRIER, OF THE ORDER OF THE BENEDICTS.

T}IE FIRST

Whereof declareth his lvianual Operations, how he has made and pre-

pared his Secret  Medicines; the Stone Ignis out of  Ant imooy, and

last of all the Philosophers Stone .

THE SECOND

Discovering things Natrrral and Supernatural, 8s also the First

Tincture,  Root,  and Spir i t  of  Metals and Minerals,  how they are

conceived, ripenedl brought forth, and augmented.

Printed. heretofore in the German Language, and now for the good

and benefit of the English Nation, translated into English o

IONDON
Printed by S. G. and B. G. for Edward Brewster, and are to be soJ-d
at the sigr of. the Crane in St. Pauls Church-yard 1620 .
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THE EPISTLE TO THE READER

COURTEOUS READER:

You have here two excel lent  t reat ises of  that  incomparably
exper i -enced Phi losopher Basi l  Valent ine:  The f i rst  whereof ,  vLz, ,

h is Martua] Operat ions,  is one of  the most perspicuous and clear-
est  of  a l l  h is books, which ever be lef t  behind, or were publ ished:
I f  you do r ight ly prepare those Medicines, and administer them
to the Patient r }rou wil l f ind that I have commr-mi_cated to you a
preci-ous Jewel.  And moreover,  that  you might not want those
Noble Medicines, in case you should want ei ther ski l l r  or  t ime,
and leasure to prepare then. I  am resolved with the assistance
of Almighty God, to prepare always some of the Magistery of  Ant i -

mony of  our Phi losopher,  which he teaches you to make out of  Mer-
cury and Antimony, and has been found by me and many others a
most excel lent  Medicine 1n many desperate distempers,  and do
intend to leave i t  wi th the Stat ioner Master,  Edward Brevrster,
at  the crane in Pauls church-yard,  that  has been of  the charges
nf fha anin* ivr ur le ! , ! ' rur t lg of  th is book; so that you may have i t  there,  when-

soever you have occasion for i t ,  arrd at  so reasonable a pr iceras
you yoursel f  wi l l  hardly be able to prepare i t  at  a cheaper rate.
But you are to lmow, that  I  have exal ted th is Medicine, and pre-
pared i t  much better than our Phi losopher,  because I  have fer-
mented the saJne with a Volat i le essence of  Gold,  and then f ixed
them togetherr  so that I  do account th is Magister ium ANTIMONIO
sOr,ARE may deservedly be esteemed a Panacaea. But because the
Stone does require a medicine of  another nature,  I  have added our
Phi losophers Medicine against  the Stone, which you may have l ike-
wise at  the aforesaid Stat ioner-shop" Nevertheless I  have added
some things which i -n my pract ice I  have found to be extraordinary
good against  the Stone, to the th ings which our Phi losopher makes
use of  .  And having thus exal- ted th is l l ledic ine,  I  do not d.oubt
but you wit l  eonfess,  af ter  you have used. i t ,  that  you never have
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found a more powerful Medicine against the Stone. And because

you want many a time a very good Purge, which yet our Philosopher

has not in his book of  h is,  I  have l ikewise provided for you a

gentle, Yet exeellent Purge, made out of the abovesaid IVIAGISTERITiM

ANTIMONIO SOI,ARE, of which I aln sure, and you will find it by

experience r that it purges the body very gently of all noxious

hr.uors, of what quality soever they may be r so that it may rightly

be called a PURGAT{S UNI\ffiSALE.

And thus I hope these three Medicines wil l serve Your if not

absolutely for a1l d,i.stempers, Vet for the greatest part of them'

as well in CHYRURGIA as MEDICINA; and you wil l not be necessitated

to fo11ow and to make use of a great many uncertain Remedies and

Reci .pes.
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In the name of the Eternal  Tr in i tyr  God the Father,  God the Son,

and God the Holy Ghost, I BASIL VALENTINE do here set down those
Manual Operat ions,  whereby I  have prepared my fol lowing Medicines,
which by Gods assistance have made me a successful  and scarce
ever fail ing Physician.

.But before I  set  for th those Medicines, I  roust  here remember,
as many authors have done before me, which I  wel l  approve of :
That the Ancient searchers of Nature, who have lived ' l ong ago
much before me, have wri t ten of  a bird,  named by them PHOENIX,
and is st i1 l  at  th is very t i .me cal led so.  Not that  such a Bird
is reaI ly existent,  or  to be for.md in the whole wor1d, that  f l ies
from one place to anoiher,  looking af ter  her meat arrd breeding her
young; for ind.eed there is no such thing. But the PHOENIX is a
f iet i t ious Bird,  whicn i .s never consumed in the f i re,  but  renews
her age therein,  and ner k ind is raised by the f i rer  so that she
lasts to the end of  the wor ld.  Thus l ikewise i t  is  to be under-
stood of  Medicines, which rnust cure,  and by root ing out consume
fixed diseases, that  they must be orepared so as to be f i .xed,
before they can dispel l -  f ixed things. For nothing that is s l ight  ,
or  feeble,  can resist  that  which is strong, but the strong must
be cast out by stronger.  Therefore the Ancients have invented
this Bird,  and compared her wi th our t rue Stone, bei-ng the Uni-
versal  Medicine of  the wor ld.

Besides this Universal  Medici-ne, there are prepared. many other
Medicines, which indeed do not consume diseases universal lyr  zs
our Stone does, but do work particularly every one, curi-ng certain
diseases, whereto they are ordained by the most High from the
begi.r:n5"ng at the creation for the good. of Mankind., which are to
be further prepared and perfected by the physician. For hot d.is-
tempers requi--ce their own Physic; cold distempers, having their
or ig inal  f rom cold,  do l ikewi.se requi . re a proper remedy. The l ike
do mixed distempers,  which are of  a middle nature.  A11 this must
the skilLful physician lceow and wrderstand., if so be he i-ntends
to gain credit by his Art: On the contrary, without such lcrowledge,

1tp



he wi l l  not  in al l  h is l i fet ime gain any esteem, but loose his

credi t  and reputat ion.  For every physic ian must consi-der '  that

there j .s a great di f ference betwi-xt  those diseases, which have

ful ly possessed, and clear ly overspread the whole body, 4s the

leprosie,  and such l iker and those distempers which have but taken

up their lodging i.n a mans bodyr 4s a traveller does his at arl

I rue;  such are the several  sorts of  fevers,  and other l ike maladies,

Therefore every s ingle medicine must be directed and appl ied to

the disease, to which i t  is  proper and deputed. In l ike mannert

external distempers have their peculiar natures, and a certain

d.ifference must be made betwixt them. For in old, lasting, and

spreading ulcers and sores,  which ar ise f rom within,  another way

of cure must be used, then in heal ing of  s imple,  conmon, green

wounds, outwardly made upon the f lesh, which may be wel l  cured

only by outward. appl icat ion of  certain Ointments,  Plasters,  Sal-

ves,  Herbs,  Balsoms, and Oi ls:  And (  except soine singular accidents

by the inf luence of  the Stars of  Heaven, should require the pre-

parati-on of some healing hinks to be inwardly taken) those afore-

said Medicines may be suff ic ient  a lone to cure any green wormds,
without further addition of any other inward means. But this

cannot be in old ulcers, whi-ch have their original from withi-n.
For their original being internal, there must be internal Physic
l ikewise administered, whereby those hr:mors,  which keep thern open,
may be dri.ed up. And their issuing forth stopped. But may some
physicians say; how can we remember al]. this? This would cost
too much labour, and much tirne wiJ.l be spent in finding it out,
and our l i fe is too short ,  death wi l l  prevent us herei-n.  A Phy-
sic ian ought indeed to lcrow i t ,  i f  so be he wi l l  be perf  ect ,  and
discharge his office and ca1li-ng before God and the world con-
scientiousry, that the account of his stewardship may not f ind
him in Hel l .  For i t  is  not  enough, that  a searcher of  the Secrets
of  Nature says: The earth is adorned with many sweet and del icate
f lowers of  a l l  marrner of  colours,  and that the Birds of  the air
are beaut i f ied wi th several  colours and pleasant feathers.  This
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is  not  enough to make one a Phi losopher,  or  searcher of  Natures
ARCANA; because every c lown may behold the var ie iy of  colours
in f lowers ,  b lue and al l -  sorts of  mi-xtures.  But when the ignor-
ant fe l - low by fur ther enquiry is required to give an account of
the or ig inal  of  a l - I  such colours,  how those colours ar ise,  and
how they are dr iven out by Nature;  he is then as learned a Master
as Doctor coXcOMBE, who was to taste some broth,  whether i t  was
sal ted suff ic ient ly.

Therefore something more is required to rearn to lcrow every
thing, and to search into hidden Secrets.  For a searcher of
Nature must lmow more than a s i l1y country-man, who only beholds
the colours,  which every one may do, s ince they are exposed. to
everyones view, but he must look back, and by ser i -ous speculat i -ons
search and enquire,  how those many corours v is ib ly shining in
Animals and Vegetables,  are l ikewise set for th and do appear in
Metals.  I f  he f inds and discerns th is,  he is then a t rue searcher
of  Nature indeed: tsui  wi thout i t ,  he is no more such a one, than
other un-exper ienced cor.mtry-men. r  wi l l  speak no more of  th is,
but hereafter I  must te l - l  your that  a1l-  Natural  d iseases, external
and internal  are caused by two things, to wi t ,  e i ther by an earthly
artd grosser medium, as by inordinate or superf luous eat ing and
dr inkingr or too much care,  fearr .watching, taking colds,  and the
I ike;  or  e lse by more spir i tual  and heavenly inf luences, as when
Erements bocome infected, po11uted. and poi-soned, whereby they
produce many and manifold distempers in the lesser wor1d. The
f i rst  is  more corporeal ,  the other spir i tual ,  for  i t  is  produced
after a k ind of  spir i tual  manner.  The bodi ly distempers have their
seat in the bl-ood and stomach, f rom whence they work into the
other parts,  anrd cause pain:  such distempers may be cured wel l
enough by more earthly and gross ways, 3s by purging'and let t ing
of blood. But as concerning spir i tual  d iseases, wrought by mar-
ignant inf luences of  the Stars,  they are not removed by corporeal
and bodi ly remedies,  for  they are much too weak :  But i t  is  to
be observed, that  i f  such a snir i t r ra ' l  rJ istemner h:we taken d.eep



root,  spir i tual  Medicines a:^e to be appl ied,  which are of  that

nature,  that  though they do l -ook l ike corporeal  ones, Yet are

they so prepared, that  l ike a volat i le spir i t  they penetrate the

whole body, to sweep away alJ- morbific matter, which no Medieine .

is able to perform, whi .ch not being separated from, l ies as yet

hidden in i ts gross body. What other d. istempers soever there b€,

that do not derive their original from these two natural causes

above sald,  they are not Accidents of  Nature,  nei ther can they be

accounted natural, but must be jud.ged to have been wrought by

Witchcraft, which canrtot be cured as other distempers, and with

such remedies;  but i f  any desires to be freed of  them, a Magical

cure must be used, nevertheless such Magick must be fol lowed.r  as

is not against Nature, but rather does agree with it, and which

does not dishonour our Saviour,  nor endanger our Souls,  but  works

in a way sui.t ing to Natr.re. There might be much said, and much

written of these things r but I hold i.t needless for some pregnant

reasons, whi .ch I  do keep to mysel f  ,  For herein nei ther the wi t

of  ATHS{S can assist  me, nor the power of  the ROMANS; nei ther

can the riches of CRAESUS or ABASUERUS pay me for what I keep

back in those points of  Magi.ck,  which I  hope is prudent ly done of

me. But if URAI{IUS the Father of SATURN were yet alive, but wourJ-d
perhaps keep his residence in IRON MINES, that  sor besides the

HARUSPEX, li.ke a cr,rnning-man he might give an account, whether
iIALIAETUS the SEA-EAGLE j-s gone, and where AICARMESPAN the little
SAFFRON-WORM nakes his cri.mson.

lhis nay suffice for a preamble to my Manual Operations, where-

in I  have given you this account,  which wi l l  be r ight ly r"mderstood,
when those Manual Operations of mi.ne are industriously and viger-
ously pract i -sed, and his d.esire accompl ished, and then the eyes
wiJ- l  be opened. to behold,  what now the ears let  in,  v iz. ,  where
vir tue U.es bur ied,  and tmth overcomes falsehood.

The Creator of  Heaven and Earth,  the Son of  God our Redeemer,

the Holy Ghost our Comfortor,  who has sanct i f i -ed us,  b€ pleased
to assist  me, that  I  may successful ly f in ish and put a per i .od to '
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th is design of  mine, to the glory of  God, to the comfort  and prof i t

of  my Nei-ghbour,  and to the promot ing of  the Salvat ion of  my own

I wi.l1 now first and in the beginning write of some preparations

of lVt ineral-s,  and discover,  how I  have prepared them in the fear
and by the assistance of  God, and for,md thero helpful  in the great-

est  d i -stempers.  The wriversal  shal l  fo l low hereafter.

OF VITRIOI AND ]TS PREPARAT]ON, AS ALSO ITS POWER AND VIRTUES.

Take good l lwr.gar ian Vi t r io l ,  calc ine i t ,  t i l l  i t  be of  a yel low-

ish colour,  and no higher.  Gr ind this calc ined Vrtr io l  smal1,
put i t  into a dist i l l ing vessel  of  g lass,  wi th a long neck, wel l
luted, LUTO SAPIENTIE. Put thereto a large receiver,  and begin
to dist i l l  day and. night wi th a very gent le f i re,  that  g ives not
a stronger heat,  than the Swr.  does on a hot day. Afterwards

increase the f i re by degrees, forc ing at  last  the Spir . i ts  wi th
the strongest f i re,  t i  11 red vis ib le drops do come over,  which
work has taken up three o.ays and nights.  This.  being done ,  take
that whj-ch is lef t  in the dist i l l ing vessel ,  commonry cal led
CAPUT MORTUIJM, and grind it small; pour on it clear rain-water
f i rst  d5-st i l led,  and boi l  therein the CHOI,COTAR, and the Sal- t  of
the Vi t r io l  wi l l  go into the water.  The water being sett led and
elear,  f i l ter  i t ,  that  the faces may be separated. Let the water
vapour away gent ly in some glass vessel ,  t i l I  the Sal t  be dry;
dissolve the Sal t  again in rain-water f i rst  d ist i l led and Iet  i t
vapour away again to dryness. Repeat th is operat ion the thi rd
t ime, and the'Sal t  of  Vi t r io l  wi l l  be very fa i r ,  c lean, and clear.
Put th is dry Sal t  into a CUCURBIT of  g lass,  and pour on i t  the
above made Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l ,  lute the glass LUTE SAPIENTIE, and
set i t  in digest ion for  some days. This being done, open the
glass 

'  
and put the mater ia l -s together into a Retort  of  g1ass, and

dist i l l  them f i rst  gent ly,  a ld when i t  ee2ses tn drnr; ,  increase
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the f i re,  and force i t  over,  t i11 nothing wi lL come more. Let

i t  become col-d,  and then take the Spir i t  out  of  the receiver '

which must be somewhat large and. strong. Put the Spirit into a

glass-body, and reet i f ie i t  by dist i l lat ion'  t111 i t  be f reed

from the phlegm, and the rnatter in the glass-body appear to be of

a red deep brown colour i  Then take the glass-body, and set i t

wi th the said.  rnat ter in a cel lar ,  ar td there wi l t  shoot f rom i t

very fa i r ,  whi te,  c1ear,  t ransparent crystals.  Put these trarts-

parent crystals into a large phioI, wi-th a very large and iong

neck, and pour on them the f i rst  whi te Spir i t  of  Terpent ine,  ar td

it wil l boil up and foam, therefore you must be very careful-, artd

not over-hasty in doing this.  The crystals wi l l  d issolve,  and

the Spir i t  of  Terpent ine wi l l  grow transparent,  as red as bl-ood.

This being done, pour on i t  three t imes the weight of  common

Spir i t  of  wine in BAINEO MARIE, and the t incture of  Vi t r io l  comes

over very pleasant wi th the Spir i t  of  wine, and that which is

corrosi-ve remains behind with the oi ly parts of  the Spir i t  of

Turpent i .ne,  the Spir i t  of  wine being come with the t incture,  put

i t  together into another phiol ,  and pour on i t  some fresh Spir i t

of  wine, and dist i l l  i t  again gent ly in BAl l {80 MARIE, 3s you did

before;  i f  any comosive be come over wi th the f i re,  i t  wi l l  now

stay behind. Repeat th is operat ion the thi rd t ime, and the work

is done and perfect .  Put th is fa i r ,  red,  t ransparent Spir i t  of
Vi t r io l  into a Pel iean, add to i t  at  once hal f  an ounce of  wel l -
pulverised wricorn-horn, and let it stand in circulation in a
gentle heat for a whole month. Then pour it off very elear from
the feces, and the t incture of  v i t r io l  is  prepared for the Med-
ic ine ,  of  a very pleasant taste,  and is to be used af ter  the marueer
fol lowing, to wi t ,  let  h im that is t roubled with the fa l l ing-sick-
ness 

' 
take half a dram of it in a spoonful of LILI,IUIVI CONVAIIIUM

WATER, when the fit is coming upon him, thus let him use it t irree
t i -mes, and this Medicine wi l l -  cure him by the help of  God..  He that
is mad and distracted, should take i t  l ikewise in wi-ne for the
space of  e ight days, and he wiLl  have reason to give thanks to
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God for i t ,  Moreover,  i f  i t  be taken in wine, i t  does resolve
any hardness sett led in the nerves; ared i f  i t  be constant ly used
for some t ime, even the Gout i tsel f  is  consumed and cured. thereby.
Likewise it makes those who are melancholy and troubled with sad-.
ness'  i f  i t  be used as before,  very cheerful  and l ighthearted,
dispel ls al l  sadness, and breeds good pure blood. I t  has been
found very excellent in swimmings and giddiness in the head, it
comforts the brain,  and preserves the memory.  I f  i t  be administ-
ered 1n consumptions of the rr.mgs, and any other coughs, in the
manner aforesai .d. ,  i t  wi l l  cure those distempers,  and is very use-
fu1 for many things.

AI\ ADDITION

Take saI-anaonic,  d issolve a consid.erable quant i ty of  i t  in
the strongest v inegar,  and add to i t  f i l ings of  copper,  let  i t
putr i f le in heat,  t i I l  the f i l ings are al l  grolvn f r iable,  so that
they may be ground into oowder,  and you wi l l  have a ye' t fe1ry powder,
which Eduleorate we11.

Having done sor dry the powder,  and pour on i t  the red AeuA
vrrA3 vrrRrOlr ,  which has been dist i l led over wi th i ts proper
sal t r  so that  i t  cover i t  a l l  over;  set  i t  thus in heat,  and the
powder of  the Copper wi l l  be dissolved in the Oi l ,  but  there must
some fair water be mixed with it, then d.raw it off in sand. to
dryness, and the phlegn comes over: The remaind.er force out of
a Retort in an open fire, and you wil l f ind an or,EIlM vffERrs,
greenr transparent, like an Emerald. Pt:t agaJ.n into this or,EuM
some of the powder of  Copper,  and i t  wi l l -  present ly be dissolved
in i t .  Then coagulate i t  to dr lmess, and you have a powder;  hal f
al1 ounce whereof wil l transmute a whol-e nnrrnd nf i nan being in
f lux,  into very good Copper.
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OF THE SWEET ESSENCE OF VITRIOI,.

The sweet essence of Vitriol, whereby many wonderful cures may

be wrought, is only prepared out of its Sulphur, which burns

l ike other br imstone. To obtain th is,  proceed af ter  th is manner.

Take of the best Vitriol you ean get; dissolve it in fair for.m-

tain-water;  af ter  th is take pot-ashes, such as dyers use for their

dying, those dissolve l ikewise in fair for.rntai-n-water, let it

set t le wel1,  and then pour of f  the c lear f rom the dregs, artd add

to i t  the solut ion of  Vi t r io l ,  and one wi l l  inf lame the other '

and cause a separation. For the Sulphur of Vitriol does separate

i tsel f  by precipi tat ion.  Make a considerable quant i ty of  i t ,

and edulcorate it from all impurity. Afterwards dry the sane

Sulphur, which wil l burre l ike other Su1phur, being cast upon glow-

ing coa1s.

Take now of this Sulphur, and sublime it by itself, without any

addi t ion,  and there wi l l  remain some feces, which separate and

put away. Then take the Sulphur, and gfind together with it hal-f
i ts  weight of  common Sal t  of  Tartar,  and dist i l l  them together

through a retort ,  and there wi l l  come over a reddish oi l .  Pour
to th is oi l  some dist i l - Ied Vinegar,  and there wi l - l  precipi tate a

brown powder, and the Spirit of Tartar remai-ns in the water. Edul-
corate the same powder very well, for therein is the treasure to

be looked af ter .

This work being done pour some Spirit of wi-ne on the sai-d pow-

der, and 1et it circu1ate in heat for eight days. fhus the ex-

cel lent  sweet Essence of  the Sulphur of  Vi t r io l  goes into the
Spirit of wine, and swims upon the top in FORMA OLEI r l i-ke oil of
c innamon. Then separate the essence from the Spir i t  of  wine, bV
means of  a separat ing gIass,  and keep i t  very careful ly for  use,
i t  being a great t reasure.
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THE USE OF THfS MEDICINE .

This Essence of  Sulphur,  four grains of  i t  being taken in Balm-

water,  drys up the bad humors of  the b1ood, strengthens and inci tes

Men and Woman to Copulat ion,  c leans the womb, hinders the Ris ing

of the Mother,  and breeds good seed for the procreat ion of  chi ld-
FAh

The same quant i ty being taken in Parsely-water,  and cont inued for

a for tn ight,  does consume al l -  p legmat ic humors of  the whole body;

cures the dropsie radical ly,  dr ives out the putr i f ied blood, opens

imposthumes, V€3, you wil l f ind it really and in truth to do wonder-
rrr l  ^r !F6c i  r  you wi l l  be i -ndustr ious and careful  in the preparat-r44 V4!vvt  *+

ion thereof,  but  you must never whi le you l ive,  forget God your

Creator,  to cal l  upon him for a blessing, and to render to him

thanks for al l  h is Father ly benef i ts he has bestowed upon you.

Note,  th is sweet Essence of  Vi t r io l  has that Eminent Physican

Doctor HARTMAT{ taken out of thls book, and inserted in his PRAXIS

ClfflvlIATRICA, SUB TITULO LEPRA, where he does explain something of

th is Drocess.

T}TE PREPARATION OF THE STONE IGNIS.

Now I  wi l l  teach you the chiefest  preparat ion of  Ant imory,  and

the use of  i t  in Medicine. In th is Ant inony are hidden, and found

so many wonderful  myster ies,  that  there is none too old to leanr,

and to search to f ind them out.
Therefore I  wi l l  instruct  you here to make only some preparat i -ons,

which also are required to other th ings.

Take pure Mineral Antimony, which is brought from HUNG,IRY, grind

i t  smal l ,  and wash i t  very c lean, that  the earth may be separated
from i t .  Take then a por:nd of  i t ,  mix wi th i t  as much of  f luxing
powder made of  Tartar and Niter,  cover i t  wi th common SaIt ,  and
melt  i t  down in a Crucible wi th a strons f i re:  when i t  is  wel l
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melted t ike water,  1et  i t  coolr  put  again to i t  the l ike quant i ty

of new fluxing powder and melt it once agai.n, and then the REG-
ULUS will be clear and pure, add to this REGUIUS its weight of

NITRE, and melt  i t  down. Pour j . t  out  together,  and beat of f  the

SCORIE, and put again to the REGULUS its weight of NITRE, and

melt  i t .  Repeat th is t i l1 al l  the REGUT,US is gone i -nto SCORIE,

which you must carefull-y keep; They wil l burn upon the tongue like

f i re.  This being done, take the matter so gathered gr ind i t  smaI l ,

and edul-corate the Sal t -peter f rom i t ,  and there remains a brown-
yel Iow powder,  whi .ch dry and keep, i t  looks l ike ground glass.

Take now a common REGULUS of AI{TIMONY, made with Salt-peter and
Tartar,  gr ind i t  smaLl,  and put i t  into a round glass,  which must
not be too high, and fasten a head to it. Sublime your REGULUS

in sand by i tsel f  wi thout any addi- t ion.  Sweep the subl i .mate wi th
a feather again into the gtass,  and subl ime i t  again;  repeat th is
so long, t i1 l  nothing do r ise r  but  remain red and f ixed i -n the
bottom' then take this fixed Antimony, and put it upon a stone in
a cel Iar ,  ar td in t ime i t  wi l - l  be dissolved into water,  which dis-
ti l l  in BALI{EO MARIE, unti l the sixth part only of the water d.o
remain in the glass.  Set th is in a cold placerand there wi l l  shoot
redd.ish erystals', which dissolve i-n rain-water, f i l ter i-t, and
draw off  the f legrne to a th ic lce€ss; set  i t  by as before,  and the
crystals wil l shoot white and very pure, l ike unto salt-peter:
This is the salt of Antimony. -Take these crystals, and pour upon
them pure disti l led Vinegar, and they wil l dissolve in the Vine-
gar.  Then dist i l l  the Vinegar,  the glass being very c lose luted,
forcing at last the Spirits into the Vinegar, and then the Vinegar
is prepared. Take this Vinegar, and pour it on the prepared. brown-
ye1low powder, and set it ir:r some warm place, and the Vinegar wil l
draw out the tincture of Antimony altogether red within half a
quarter of an hour. Pour off this extraction together, ar1d. set
it to digest for eight and twenty days in BALNEO MARTE, after-
wards disti l l  from it the Vinegar through an Alembic in sand.,
forc ing in the end the oi1 into another glass,  which comes over
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with many strange and wonderful  veins.  Rect i f ie th is 0i1 in ashes,

and the rest  of  the Vinegar,  i f  any be lef t ,  wi l l  come of f ,  and

the 0i1 remains very sweet,  and of  a pleasant red colour ] ike a

Ruby. Thus have you joined the Sulphur with the SaIt of Antimooy.,

and brought it over l ike an AQUA VITAE, which keep very carefully.

Furthermore, take agai.n a common REGUIUS of AntimoflV, made with

Salt -peter and Tartar,  and beat i t  to powder.  Then take of  strong

dist i l led Vinegar three measures,  (a1ias,  one measure) ID EST

four quarts and a hal f .  Put into i t  of  Sal-arrnoniac:  0f  Sal t  of

Tartar (wherewith I  wi l l  teach you hereafter at  the end of  my

direct ions where I  intend to wr i te of  the Phi losophers Stone, to

prepare Spir i t  of  wi .ne) l ikewise eight ounces.
Digest th is to the evaporat ion of  the Vinegar,  and mingle wi th

the Sal ts three parts of  VENICE TRIPOLY, and dist i l l  the Spir i t ,

which 1s of a singular nature and property. Pour this Spirit

on the pulverised REGUT,US of Antimohy, and having the glass well

luted, let  i t  s tarr .d in digest ion s ixteen days; then dist i l l  the
Spirit from the matter to a drlrness, and grind four times the
weight of  f i l ings of  steel  wi th the same, put i t  into a retort ,
and putt ing thereto a large receiver fuI l  of  water,  d ist i l l  i t
forcing at last with a s.trong fire, and the Mercury comes over in
fumes, and is quickened in the water,  which is the t rue Mercury
of Antinony.

Take conrmon Spir i t  of  Vi1p1o1, add a I i t t le common water to i t ,
and put your f i l ings of  steel  into i t ,  let  i t  s tand t i l l  the f i l -

ings are dissolved, then pour i t  of f  c lean, and put away the feces.
Afterwards dist i l l  the Spir i t  in ashes to a th ickness, and set
the glass' in a cold p1ace, and there wi l l  shoot good Vi t r io l -  of
I ron,  which take, and having f i rst  vapoured away the phlegm, min-
gIe wi th i t  three parts of  the powder made of  br- l rned potshards of
broken pots:  Put i t  into a retort ,  draw of f  the phlegm f i rst ,
then foree the Spir i t  wi th a strong f i re into a proper glass,
which rect i f ie to the height,  and there wi l l  remain an 0i1 in
the bottom. Pour th is 0i1 upon the Mercury made before,  and draw
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off  the phlegm in hot ashes, and the t incture of  the AQUA VITAE

remains behind, and does precipi tate the Mercury into a fa i r  h igh
coloured powder of  very great v i r tues in cur ing o1d runni-ng sores.

THE CoNJUNCTIoN 0F TIIE THREE PRINCIPIES, SULptruR, SA],T , AND MERCURY

OF AI\TIMONY.

Talce then of  th is precipi tate wel l  edul-corated with conmon
Spir i t  of  wi .ne,  one part ;  and pour on i t  of  the above ment ioned
sweet oi l '  three parts,  in a phiolr  so that  the phi .o l  be not above
half fu11.

Then seal  i t  Hermet ical ly,  and place i t  in a Phi losophi .cal
furnace, and the preeipi tate wi l l  be dissolved in that  cont inual
heat.  0pen then the glass,  and cont inue a strong f i - re,  t i l l -  the
matter become a f j .xed powder,  and do f ixrand then the Stone IGNIS
is prepared, of  which r  have wri t ten.  This stone i -s a pecul iar
Tincture in Mens bodies as wel l  as in those of  Metal .  This may
be used in many hard and dangerous distempers,  as I  have set dovrn
in the direct ions for  the administrat ion and use of  the same in
The Triumphant Chariot of Antimony.

AI\ ADDIT]ON

Take of  th is stone r  or  part icular Tincture,  hal f  an ounce, cast
i t  upon twelve ounces and a hal f  of  pure s i lverr  or  upon as much
pewter or lead'  let  i t  f low very wel l  for  four and twenty hours;
then dr ive i t  of f  c1ean, and Quart  i t ,  as t ryers and ref iners do,
and you wil l f ind in the Silver two ounces and a half of very good
Gold,  and in the Pew-ter or 1ead. one ounee- rr?. \^h ihe Cupel.



AI{oT}IER MEDICINE MADE oUT 0F ANTIMoNY Ai\D MERCURY, Ar{D 0F ITS
EFFECTS IN OUTWARD SORES .

Take HUNGARIAI{ Antimony, and sublimed Mercury, and grind them

weJ.l together, and disti l I them through an earthen retort, forcing

them at last with the strongest f ire imagi.nable, and you wil l

obtai.n an 0i1, which separate and keep apart. Put away the quick

Mercury, if i t be there be any, and the Ci.nnabre you wil l f ind

in the neck of the retort. But as for the CAPUT MORTUIJM, grind

it small, and put it into a new retort , and having poured on i-t

the 0i1,  f i rst  made warm, dist i l l  i t  again f rom i t .  Repeat th is

so often, t i l1 the CAPUT MORTIruM remain behind l ike ashes, and

then your 0i1 i.s prepared. After this take so much fresh Anti-

monyr 3s first of aJ.J. the CAPUT MORTUIIM did weigh, grind it sma1l,

and pour on it the 0i1 first warrned, and so many times disti l l-ed
as before,  t i1 l  the 0i1 be come over as red as a Ruby, and the
CAPUT MORTUUM likewise remain l ike ashes in the bottom of the
glass,  and then the 0i1 is prepared.

THE PREPARATTON OF T}iE SUBLIMATE FOR TH]S WORK

Take one pound and a half of HIINGARIAN Vitriol, one pound of
common Sa1t,  four ounces of  Sa1t-peter,  gr ind th is together,  and
put one pound of Quick Silver into the bottom of a glass body,
place i t  in sandr so that the sand do not come above the matter
in the glass;  put a head thereupon, and give i t  a convenient f i re,
and the subl imate wi l - l  s t ick to the s ides of  the glass,  which is
to be used to your work.  

,
Take the above prepared. AQUA vrrAE, and add to eight ounces of

i t ,  three ounces of  sal t -peter-water,  and dist i l l  i t  out  of  a
coated glass retort ,  and you wi l l  have an ounce of  the AeUR VITAE
remain behind f ixed. Then put again to the AQUA VITAET on€ ounce
of f resh sAl,T-peter-water into a retort ,  and dist i l l  as before,



and there wil l stay more behind. This addition of fresh Salt-

peter-water to the AQUA VITAET 4s d.isti l lation out of a coated

retortr  ?s has been said.  before,  repeat so of ten'  t i l l  a l l  remai.n

fixed in the retort.

T}IE SAIT-PETER-WATER IS MADE THUS.

Take r.rnburrrt potshards gror.md small-, artd with three parts of

the same, gr ind one part  of  pur i f ied Sal t -petert  put  into the

recei.ver half a por:nd of water to one pound of Salt-peter, and

force the Spir i ts over into i . t .  That which is f ixed with th is

water, put into a glass body, artd pour upon it the common AQUA

VITAE VITRIOLI, so that it be four fingers high upon it. Then

dist i l l  i t  t i l1 the matter becomes dry.  Take out th is matter '

and dry i t  yet  more, that  the rest  of  those corrosi-ve Spir i ts

may evaporate; t i ien edulcorate it well with Spirit o f wine, artd

the medi.c ine is prenared.

THE USE

Three or four grains of  th is Medicine being taken in some good

treacle for some d.ays, cure3 the french-pox, traV, there is no sore

so o1d and festered, but is cured infal.J.ibly by it. I have cured

with it l ikewi.se many spreading old rr.u':ni.ng ulcers r 4s fistulas,

cancers,  the wol f ,  and the l ike:  For which many have with their

prayers given thanks to God, and me for the Physi.ck. The name of

the l,ord. be praised therefore AIVIEN.

Note,  th is Essence of  Ant imony has been prepared by divers
Eminent Physicians in IONDON, which had communicated to this
process out of the HIGH-DUTCH, and has been used with very great

benef i t  in many desperate distempers,  and d j -seases which were

accounted incureable.
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lhough many more, y€8, numberless Medicines, may be prepared

out of Antimony, as AQUA VITAE, Powder, Extractions, Vitra, and

the l ike,  of  which you see my Tr iumpant Char iot :  Yet have I  set

down here only suchr &s wil l be a sure remedy in any distemper

al.tnostr ?s welJ. 5-nwardly as outwardly applied.

T}iE PREPARATION OF A MEDICINE OUT OF COMMON SULPHUR.

Take conmon Sulphur, and grind it small. Then grind with it

three parts of  calc ined Vi t r io l ,  put  i t  together into a high

Cucurbit, and sublime it in sand, t it l  nothing wil l sublime more.

Take then these f lowers,  put  them into a glass,  and pour on them

a conunon AQUA VITAE TARTARI' which has been dissolved in a Cellar,

so that i t  swims on the top of  i t  a hands breadth.  Place i t  in

a. convenient heat, and the Sulphur wil l open itself in few hours,
and become transparent red l ike a Ruby. This being done, pour

off the extracti.on into another glass, and put to it very good

disti l led Vinegar, and the Sulphur fal1s to the bottom with a
great stink. Pour off the AQUA VITAE, and edulcorate wel-l the
Sulphur, and dry it gently. Put this Sulphur again into another

glass Cucurbit, and pour upon it Spirit of wine, which is prepared
with Philosophj-cal Tartar, set it in heat for three days, and

the Spirit of wine funbibes again that excellent Ti-ncture of the
Sulphur: fhen pour off the extraction, and draw off the Spirit

of wine with a pretty strong fire in sand, and there wilJ- come
over with it a pleasant sweet smelJ.ing AQUA VITAE. Having done
sor recti.f ie the 0i1 in BAI,I{EO MARIE, and draw off the Spirit of
wine gently, and the AQUA VITAE SULPHUREOUS remains in the bottom.

THE USE OF THfS I\IEDICINE .

Si.x or eight drops of this oi1 being taken in a spoonful of
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wine, are good for those that are in a consumpti-on: I t  is  good

l ikewise for coughs, opens the breastrand ulcers of  the breast,

and also imposthumes; i t  re l - i -eves against  whatsoever may occasion

any putrifaction in a mans body, if use of it be conti-nued for

some t ime.

THE PREPARATION OF TTIE TINCTURE OF CORA],S.

Take red corals,  break them into pieces, and pour on them a

common Spir i t  of  Sa1t,  and the corals wi l l  be dissolved. This

being done, draw of f  by dist i l lat ion the Spir i t  of  Sal t ,  and

edulcorate them wel l .  Then take to one marck of  th is powder,  hal f

an ounce of conmon Sulphur pulverised, and having mingled it to-
gether,  reverberate i t  very gent ly,  t i1 l  a l l  the Sulphur be burnt
away. Having done so r ggind as much camphi.re with the corals,

and burn the camphire l ikewise away. Then edulcorate well the

corals,  and pour upon tnem high rect i f ied Spir i t  of  winer af , rd
digest them for eighi  days,  and the Tincture of  the cora' l  s wi l l -
a1 a--^*^ :  +^^aerevaue r-usetf ,  and go into the Spir i t  of  wine. then pour of f
that which you have extracted, and after that draw off the Spirit

of  wi-ne from i t ,  and there remains the Tincture of  Corals behind
in the bottom l ike a red fat  0 i1 of  Ol ives,

T}IE USE OF THE MEDICINE.

Six drops of  th is Tincture given in a spoonful  of  wine to those
that are bereaved of  their  senses, restores them again.  This
Tinctr.re eomforts l ikewise the brain, and strengthens the Memory,
dispel ls sadness and melancholy,  makes l ighthearted, breed.s good
blood, and strengthens the heart .  r t  is  such a noble Medicine,
for which we are borrnd indeed to bless Almighty God..
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THE TRUE SOTUTION OF PEARLS.

Take very good Verdigrease, gr ind i t  smal l ,  and dissolve i t  in
dist i l led Vinegar,  pour of f  the c lear,  and throw away the feces. .

Then dist i l l  of f  the Vi-negar out of  a glass body to a th ic lceess,

and put i t  into a cold pLace, and there wi l l  shoot f rom i t  a fa i r
Vi t r io l :  Put th is Vi t r io l  into another glass,  and pour on i t  a

high rect i f ied Spir i t  of  wine, and dissolve therein the Vi t r io l
very wel l ;  separate the feces from i t ,  af terwards dist i l_I  of f

l ikewise the Spir i t  of  wine to a th ic lceess, and set i t  agai-n into
a cold p1ace, and the Vi t r io l  shoots again.  Put then the Vi t r io l

into a glass body, and draw of f  by dist i l lat ion the phlegme in
BALNEO MARIE, t i l l  the matter become dry;  take i t  out ,  put  i t  into
q o ' lq<< notnnf, ,  and dist i l l  once more with a stronger f i re in sand,
and you wi l l  obtain a pleasant Vinegar.  Dissolve in th is Vinegar

as,many Pear1s as i t  wi l l  d issolve,  for  th is Vinegar works very
wel l  upon them, dissolv ing the substance, but not the shel ls.

The Pear ls being di-ssolved, draw of f  the Vinegar in BALI\EO MARIE,
t iL l  the Pear ls be very dry:  Then take them out,  and eaulcorate

them with Rose-water.  Put these Pear1s thus prepared into a glass

body, and pour some Spir i t  of  wine upon them, and digest them in
gent le heat four and twenty hours,  and there r ises a pleasant
l iquor f rom the Pear ls,  whi-ch does mount and swims upon the Spir i t

of  wine l ike a AQUA VITAE made of  Cinnarnnn- r ,^ i r r  i t  of f  together
with the Spir i t  of  wine, and keep i t .

THE USE OF TH]S MEDICINE

Take of  th is spir i t  of  wine hal f  a spoonful ,  so that  four or
f i -ve d.rops of  the 0i1 may go with i t :  r t  comforts the Heart ,  g ives
strength to the very Marrow and Bones; cures swimmings in the Eyes,
and whatsoever may be hurt fu l  to the eyes. Dispel ls rheums in the
head, and the noise in the ears,  opens the passage of  hear ing,
and is moreover a most precious treasure in many di-stempers.



Note, th is preparat ion of  Pear1s has been borrowed of  our Phi lo-

sopher, by that I l lustrious Reformer of GALENIEAI Medici-nes Doctor

Zwolsser in his Appendix.

A CERTAIN CURE OF THE STONE.

Rx. of common Salt-peter well purif ied one por-md, and as much

of the common white Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l .  Pour the Spir i t  of  Vi t -

r io l  upon the Sal t -peter,  and the Sal t -peter wi l l  be dissolved
altogether. This being done, distiJ.J- from thence the Spirit of

Vi t r io l  in ashes, to a th ic iaeess, and set i t  into some coJ-d place,
and the Salt-peter wiJ-l shoot again from it. Iake two ounces of
th is Sal t -peter,  and the l ike quant i ty of  the Sal t  of  Wormwood;
pour on them a little of the 0i1 of Sqlpilnr made Pm, CAIVFAI\IAM,
so that the Salts may be l ike a R.rlt ise: Mix with it l ikewi.se one
dra.m of Anniseed-Oil, and as much of 0i1 of white Ambre, adding
thereto a pound of canary sugar, and mix all these ingredients
very wel l  together.  r ,et  h im that is tornented with the stone,
take of this powder every day five or six t imes every ti 'me as
mueh as wi l l  1ye upon the point  of  a lcr i fe,  twice repeated, and
this Medicine wil l work upon the Stone and break it, and tlrow
it out radi.calIy.

I have d.one great cures with this Medicine, for many have been
cured by it. Yea, in the beginning of my practice, r have cured
one of my Breathren of his distemper with the sai.d Medicine, when
all the Herbs he used would do hj.m no good. He prayed. fervently
for me to his dying day, and gave God thanks daily for his Creat-
ures, seeing he had put so great virtue into them.

Note' with this Medicine very great cures have been perforrned,
as concerning the Stone of the Kidneys, by divers excellent Phy-
sicians irr GERMANY.
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OF THE SOUT,, OR OF THE SUI.PHUR OF LT'NA, OR THE PHII,OSOPHERS SILVER.

Take common SaJ-t and quick or unslaked Lime, reverberate them

together in a wind-furnaee with the strongest f ire, extract agaj-rt

the Salt-peter with walrn rain-water, arrd coagulate it to a dry-

ness, mingle again wi th i t  new qui"ck l i rne,  reverberate i t ,  and

extract  again,  repeat th is the th i rd t ime. This being done, take

Calx of  Si . lver,  being af ter  the dissolut ion in AQUA FORT precipi t -

ated'  ar td mix i t  wi th the prepared Sal t :  Purt  i t  into a glass phiol ,

pour on i t  a common AQUA FORT such as the Goldsmiths use, made

of Sal t -peter and Vi t r io l ,  and draw i t  of f  by dist i l - lat ion in hot

sand, pour on i t  some fresh AQUA FORT, and having dist i l led i t

l ikewise, repeat i t  the th i rd t ime, giv ing at  last  a very strong

f i re,  that  the matter in the glass may f low very weI l .  Let  i t
cool  of  i tsel f  in the furrrace, and the Si lver wi- l - l  become trans-
parent blue in one pieee. Extract this with Vinegar, t i l l  you

can extraet no more. Ed.ulcorate that which is extracted with

water '  that  the Sal t  may be separated from i t .  Cohobate Vi-negar
upon the dry Sulphur,  t i l l  i t  comes over l ike a Saphire.  Reduce

the sa.me Si lver into smal l  f i l ings,  and. add to i ts weight of  Sal-
atmoniac, and sublime it in a glass bodl', and the Sal-armoniac

caffj.es with it the Sulphur of Lr:na, of a.very pleasant sky col-our.
Put th is subl imate into a dish of  g1ass, edulcorate i t  wel l  wi th

rain-water f i rst  d ist i l led,  and the Sal-armoniac wi l l  be separated.
Then dry the Sulphur of Lr-ma, put' it into a l ittIe body, and pour
on i t  good rect i f ied Spir i t  of  wine, and set i t  four and twenty
hours irr heat, and the Spirit of wine does imbibe the Sulphur of
Luna fine transparent blue like a Saphire, or UITRA MARIN, and
leaves some few feees behind, whi.ch separate from it.

THE USE

Five or s i .x drops of  th is Tincture being taken in wine, do dispel l



sad and melancholy thoughts.  I t  prevents r-mquiet  s leep; cures

those as use to rise and wander up ar:d down in the night, and

l ikewise those that are L.rnat icks.  Gives rest  to al l  such as are

rest less in the night,  and is an excel lent  Medi-c ine for al l  those'

that are Lunaticks

THE SECRET OF QUICK 0R UNSTAIGD LIME

Take good pure Chalk, bunr it in a potters furnace with a very

strong fire, to bring it to an exact maturity. Then grind it

smal-l upon a warm stone, and pour on it in a glass body Spirit of

wine, mad.e wi th Phi losophical  Tartarr  4s I  shal l  teach in my way

of rnaking the Potable Gold,  that  the Chalk become l ike a th in
91r I  Tt  na
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Thls being done, dist i l l  f rom thence the phlegm, to the dr lnness

of the Chalk,  pour f resh Spir i t  of  wi .ne on i t ,  ano dist i l l  i t  of f
again.  Repeat th is s ix t imes; then gr ind the matter smalJ-,  and

1ay i t  on a stone in a cel lar  to di-sso1ve, and there wi l l -  f low
in a few days from it a l iquor, which when you have gathered, put
i t  into a retort  of  g lass,  and dist i l l  i t  in sand; and the phlegm
comes over f i rst ,  which keep apart .  Af ter  th is there comes a
spir i tual  l iquor,  which is l ikewise to be kept by i tsel f .

Moreover take crystal-stones, pulver ise them, and gf ind their
weight of l ive or MineraL Sulphur with them. Put then this matter
upon a broad earthen platter, stirring it continually, and burn
away the Sulphur from it. Then reverberate it in an open flaming
f i re for  three hours.  This being done l ikewise, put the matter
into a glass,  and pour the l iquor upon i t .  Take l ikewise crabs
Eyes, put them into another glass,  and pour on them of the same
liquor: l,et it stand pretty hot for fourteen d.ays and nights, and
there wi l l  r ise f rom both a moisture,  which pour of f  together
very c leart  into a I i t t Ie body of  g lass,  and rect i f ie i t  in BALNEO
MARIE, artd the l iquor remains behind. Three grains of which beine



taken in wine, has wrought very great and admirable effects.
This Medicine cures likewise radically the Stone of the Bladder

and Kidneys both i.n men and woman.

AI\i ADDITION.

Take this burned Chalk, pour upon it, and then draw from i-t

again several t imes an AQUA FORT made of Vitriol and Salt-peter.

Dissolve it afterwards in a Cellar. Disti].]. that which is dis-

solved. i.nto an 0i1 with a strong fire. Digest with this 0i1 a

CaJ.x of Lr.ma opened with AQUA FORT for a month. Red.uce this CaIx

by melting it dovvn with Salt-peter, and Sa1 arrnoniae, and refine it
with Saturrr, then separate it, and you wil l have a white fixed
Lr.ma, which lay for a day and night in an AQUA FORT, and you have
good Gold which endures al l  t r ia ls.  L.  D.

T}IE PREPARATTON OF THE GREAT PHILOSOPHIC STONE.

tastly, to close up aJ-J., I wiJ-l now instruct you from the love
I bear. to God, how I  have made my Universal  Medicine, or the Phi l -o-
sophers stone, which many Master-builders have wrought upon, and

*iff d.iscover faithfully and truly all my Manual Operations. You
must imow, that our Stone i.s made out of its own proper essence,
for it transmutes other Metals into real and true Gold, which
Gold must be prepared, and become a better stone. Ar:ld though
nothing of another nature must be used in the preparation of our
stone, whi.ch might obstrtrct its Majestic Excerlency, yet the pre-
paration of it in the begi:lning cannot be made without mearrs.
But observe, thatras you wi.I l hear afterwards, all corrosives must
be washed away again fbom it and separated, so that our Stone may
be severed from all poison, and be prepared. to be the greatest
Medici .ne.
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But I  beseech you for Gods sake, that  you wi l l  keep your tongue,

and put a seal- to your lips, that you may not d.iseover what you

leanrr out of thi.s, such an inereadible worldly excellency, to the

irnpenitent and unworthy, that you may not participate of other

mens sins where there is no need, and thereby prepare for your-

self the way to HeIl and everlasting Damnation, whi.ch God. Almighty

graci.ously keep and preserve you from. Wherefore observe my words t
and lay to heart my sayirgs r do jrot d.islike it, that I simply

relate these things, for many words avail I i tt le here. Neither

let it trouble Vour that the work may seem slight rmto yotrr but

consider the end that wil]- foIlow. For inconsiderable i-s both

the beginning of the work, and the work itself: But the end is

high and excelJ.ent, alJ- which lcrowledge and experience wiJ.l dis-

cover and bring to light.

Now I  do proceed in the Name of the Lord to the work i tsel f .

Take of  the very best Gold you can haver otr€ part ,  of  good

HIjNGARIAI\ Antimony six parts, melt this together upon a fire,

and pour it out i.nto such a pot as the goldsmiths us€; when you

have poured it out it ..becomes a REGUIUS. This sarne REGULUS must
be melted again, that the Antimony may be separated from it.

This being d.one, add to it Mercury, and melt it again, and
cleanse it again. Repeat this the thi.rd time r and the Gold is
purged and purified enough for the begilnning o f the work. Then
beat the Gold very thjrxr zs goldsmS.ths do, when they gild, and
make an AItIAIGAIVIA with courmon Quick-silver, which must be squeezed
through a leather; let the Quick-sirver fi-me away by little and
littre upon a gentle fire, that nothing of it may remain with
the Gold, and stir it about continually with a smarl iron, and
the Gold is become subt i ler  so that i ts water may the better work
upon i.t, and open i-t.



The preparat ion of  the Water .

Take one part of Sa1t-peter well purif ied, and grind with it
the l ike quant i ty of  Sal-armoniac,  and hal f  as much of  Pebbles
very wel l  c leansed and washed. Mingle al l  these ingredients to-

gether, and put them into an earthen retort, and the Spirits may

not come through, put the same into a dist i l l ing 
' furnace: The

retort  must have a pioe behind, and put as large a receiver as

you can get to the retort ,  the receiver must l ie in a vessel-  fu l l

of  cold water,  and a wet l inen-cloth must be put ror,md about i t ,
whi-ch you must wet contj.nually with another wet cloth; then put

again so much matter into the retort ,  t i l l -  a l l  is  gone into i t ,
and then your water is prepared.

Take then of  the prepared Calx of  Gold one part ,  put  i t  into
a glass body, and pour three parts of  the abovemade Water upon i t ,
and p. Iace i t  in warm ashes, and the Gold wi l l  d i -ssolve in i t ;  but
i f  i t  should not al together be dissolved, pour more fresh water
upon i t ,  and i t  wi l l  d issolve al l .  This being done, pour i t  out
into another glass,  and let  i t  s tand t i l l  i t  become cold,  amd 1t
wi l l  let  fa l1 some feces, which separate by pour ing the water
from them into another glass, set this glass in BAINEUM MARTE,
and put a head upon it, let it stand in heat day and night , and
more feces wi l l  set t le,  which separate f rom i t  as before.  Close

up your glass very well after you have put on the head, and lute
artother glass to the head, and let  i t  s tand for fourteen d.ays in
a gent le heat,  that  the body may wel l  be opened. This being done
increase the f i re,  and dist i l l  of f  the phlegm to a th ic lc less,
that i.t remain in the bottom like an AQUA VITAE. That which has
been disti l led, pour again i-nto the body, having first mad.e it
warm, and lute again the head to it, and let it stand. to d.igest
a day and ni.ght. Then draw off the water again by disti l lation,
and pour it again wann upon it. Repeat this so long ti l1 the
Gold is come over al together into a low body with a f lat  bot tom.
Put th is spir i tual ized solut ion of  Gold.  again into a glass,  a4d.
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pour on i t  a considerable quant i ty of  ra in-waterr  put t ing thereto
three parts of  l ive Mercury to one of  Gold:  But you must squeeze
first the Mercury through a leather, and stir it very werl to-
gether, sfld you wil l see many wond.erful colours, and if you do
repeat this 

' 
stirring several times, there will fal-l an AIVIAIGAMA

to the bottom, and the water wi l l  become clear.
This being done, decant the water, and dry gently the AilL{tCAMA,

which having edulcorated very werl, put it upon a broad. shallow
earthen platter, under a cover, stirrr it about continually with
arr iron wire, t iI l  all the Quick-silver be fumed. away, and there
will remain upon the earthen platter a very fair powd.er of a
purple colour.

Afterwards you must prepare your spirit of wine with the phil_o-

sophical Tartar, in the marurer following.

First  of  a l1 you are to lmow, that  the Tartar of  the Phi losophers,
whereby the Lock is r .mlocked, is not l ike rrnto conmon Tartarr  3s
many do think; but it is another saLt, and spri_ngs from one root;
and this is the only Key to open and to d. issolve Metals,  and is
prepared as foI lows. Take ashes of  a Vine, whieh has born Grapes,
that have yielded good wine; make of them with warm water as strong

-a Lee, 4s possibly can be made. when you have a considerabre
quant i ty of  th is Lee, boi l  i t  away, and coagulate i t  to a dr lmess,
artd there remai.ns a reddish matter. Put this matter into a rever-
berating furnace, and reverberate it for three days, or there-
abouts, in an open fire, that the flame may play very well upon
i t ,  and st i r  i t  cont i .nual fy,  t i l l  the matter is become white.
Afterwards dissolve this reverberated matter in fountai.n-water,

and let  i t  set t ler  porrr  of f  the c lear,  and f i l t re i t ,  that  a lJ-

the feces may be separated, and coagulate it in a glass-body, and
you wil l have a pure white Salt of Tartar, from which a true Spirit

is drawn.
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Take now high rect i f ied Spir i t  of  wine, fu l ly  f reed from i ts

phlegm, put the same into a glass-phioI ,  wi th as long a neck as

possibly you can get.  But f i rst  of  a l - l  put  into i t  your Sal t  of

Tartar,  and then the Spir i t  to the superemincy of  three f ingers;

lute a head. to the phiol ,  and put thereto another glass,  let  i t

s tand in a gent le heatr then dist i l l  gent ly of f  the phlegm, and

the Spir i t  of  Tartar is opened by the Spir i t  of  wine, and by

reason of  their  reciprocal  wonderful  love, i t  comes over wi th

the Spir i t  of  wine, and is r .mited with i t .  The remaining f  eces ,
and some phlegm staying behj-nd with them, are to be put away.

This is now the r ight  Spir i t  of  wine, wherewith you may open

that whj-ch the lover of  Art  desires to lceow, for  i t  is  become
penetrant by preparation.

Take now the powder of  Gold of  a purple colour,  and having put

i t  into another phiol ,  pour on i t  your Spir i t  of  wine; put i t
very c lose luted in a gent le heat,  and i t  wi l l  extract  the Sul-

phur of  Gold wi th i .n four and twenty hours,  of  a high red colour

l ike blood. Having done so r  that  i t  does not y ie ld any Tincture
more r  pour of f  the extract ion very c lear into a l i t t le glass-body.

The remainder is a whi- te Calx,  pour upon this Calx the afore
said Spir i t  of  wine, and let  i t  s tand in putr i fact ion,  having the
glass wel l -stopped for fourteen days and nights;  and the Spir i t  of
wine wi lL become of a whi te colour l ike mi lk,  which pour of f  c lear,

and pour upon it fresh Spirit of wi-ne, let it stand a day and night
longer,  and i t  wi l l  be coloured again,  but  not so much; add this
to the first, and what remains do not fuy, but leave it in the
glass.  Put the whi te extract i -on into a l i t t1e body, and dist i l l
the phlegm fr_om i t ,  t i11 i t  be reduced to a smal l  quant i ty.
This being done, put the glass in a ce11ar,  and there wi l l  shoct
Jrom it fair and transparent crystals, which having taken out,
put the remainder again in a ce11ar, and you wil l have more cry-
stals,  which put together into a body of  g lass,  for  i t  is  the
sal t  of  the Phi losophers,  and pour harf  the extract ion of  the
Sulphur of  Gol-d upon them, and they wi l l  d issolve immerl i : tp l ' r r
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and melt  l ike butter in hot water:  And then dist i l l  i t  together

out of  a glass-body in hot ashes, and i t  wi l l  come over together

in a forrn of  a red oi1,  whi-ch fa l ls to the bottom, and the Spir i t

of wine swims upon the top which separate from it.

fh is is the t rue Potable Goldr oot reduci .b le into a body, and

ny PHALAYA, whereby I have cured innumerable People, administring

but three grains of it in wi-ne;

The other hal f  of  the extract ion must be dist i l led gent ly in

BAINEO MARIE to a drlrness, that the Spirit of wi.ne may be separ-

ated. Pour on i t  th is OiI  of  Goldr or Potable GoId,  and i - t  takes

up the powder in a moment, and becomes a much higher colour thart

i t  was before;  and this wi l l  d issolve in common Spir i t  of  wine,

and other wine r BS red as a Ruby; which constantly and wonderfully

cures al l  such distempers of  the bodyr zS have their  or ig inal  f rom

within.

Then take that other part of Mercury of pure GoId, which you

have kept,  and pour al l  th is being i ts own Oi i  upon i t ;  arrd dis-

t i11 by an alembick,  but  not too strongly,  and there comes over
some phlegm, and the Oi l  does precipi tate i ts own Mercury,  arrd

becomes whi. te again,  the greenness being lost  and gone.
This work being done l ikewise, get a Phi losophical  Egg, which

the Philosophers call- their Heaven, and you wil l f ind two parts

of  the 0i1 in weight to one part  of  the precipi tated Mercury.

Ptr t  then the Mercury into a glass,  and add the 0i1 of  Gold to i t .
So that one part of the glass may be fi l led, and three parts remain
empty.  Seal  i t  we1lr  3s HERMES teaches, and put i t  into the three-
fold Furnacer so that it stand not hotter than an egg, which is
under a hen to be hatched; and the matter wil-1 begin to putri-f ie
within a month, and become very black; which when it does appear,
it is then certain that the matter is open by the putrifaction,
and you may be glad of that happy begiruring. Increase now the
fire to the second degree, and ihe blacicness wil l vanish away in
tine, and change into many admirable col-ours. These colours
being gone l ikewise, increase the f i re to the th i rd degree, and
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your glass wi l l  look l ike Si lver,  and the Rays wi l l  become ponder-

ous. Then increase the fire to the fourth degree, the fumes wil l

cease by l ittJ.e and litt lerand your glass wil-l shine as it were

beset wi th in wi th a c loth of  Go1d. Cont inue this f i re,  and the

Rays wj-Il disappear l ikewise, and there wil l be no more Rays be

seen to r ise,  but  you wi l l  see your matter lye beneath l ike a

brown 0i .1,  which at  length,  being become fuy,  does appear l ike
unto a Garnet, whi-ch is both fixed and liquid l ike wax, penetrant

l ike OiI ,and might ly ponderous.

He that has obtained thisr fray render thanks to God his Creator,

for  poverty has forsaken him: Diseases wi l l  f ly  f rom him, and

wisdom has possession of  h im. For th is nobLe Medici .ne is such

a Stone, to which nothi-ng in the wor ld may be compared for v i r tue,

r ichesr power,  honour and might;  but  i t  is  to be preferred before
alJ- earthly things, which the whole Universe does comprehend.

Having thus prepared your Med5.ci.ne, if you intend. to muJ-tiply

i t ,  you must proceed as fo l lowsj  Take of  the prepared powder of
Gold,  of  a purple coLourr  ?s you have done before,  three parts.

Add to i t  of  the prepared Ti-ncture one part ,  in a new Heavenr or
Phi losophers Egg; seal  i t  again Hermet ical lyrand set i t  into the
furreace r  a 's before,  and the matter wi l l -  r .mite i tsel f  ar ld dissolve,
an,d be brought to perfection within thirty one days, which is a
month, which otherwise wil l take up ten months. Thus you may
multi.ply your Medicine IN INFINITITMT so that you may perform things,
which the wor ld wi l l  account incredible.

The most High God and Creator be blessed and praised for ever-
more for his unexpressibl-e benef i ts,  and l ikewise for al - l  h is
gi f ts and wisdom he has been pleased to bestow.

Lastryr you must lcrow, that this Medicine is a very spiritual
and prereing one, which cures any distempers of  th is wor ld,  in
all creatures whatsoever they be. one only grain of it being
taken, i t  penetrates the whole body l ike a fume, chases out of
the body al l  that  is  bad, and br ings that that  is  good in the
room of i t ;  ren€wing the man, and makes of  h im as i t  were a new
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man, which it preserves without any accidents to his ?g€, and the
ter:n prefixed by the most High. coNTRA MoRfEM ENIM RHvtEDIItivt NoN
EST.

This Medieine being first ferrnented. with other pure Gold, does
likewise tinge many thousand parts of all other Metals into very
good Goldr 8s the last  Key of  n ine, which is the twel f th,  teaches
by a certain way and process, whereby such Gold l ikewise becomes
such a penetrant Medicine, that one part of it does tinge and
transmute a thousand parts of other Metals, and much more beyond.
bel iefr  into perfect  Go1d. God be blessed and praised. both now
and forever more. AMEI{.
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An Addit ion of  Basi l  Valent ine,  which he himsel f  has Arrrexed to

hi.s Manua1 Operations. For a fuller declarati.on of the sarne.

[O MAIG A TRUE SPIRIT OF WINE.

Take VINUM ADUSTUM, and put it into a strong vessel, wh5-ch

endure the fire; l ight it with a match of Bri.mstone , and put

quickly a head of  I ron or Copper upon i t ;  and the true f iery

wiJ-l be resolved into a water in the receiver, which must be

This is the true aerial f iery Spirit of wine.

wi l l

\ha Fi  f
vP4! r  u

Iarge.

Spir i t  of  Mercury by i tsel f r  or  Mercur ia l  Water.

Put nn'mi.ng Mercury i-nto a retort, and put to it a receiver,

which must stand in a glass wi th water in i t .  Dist i l l  then, and
the Spir i t  wiJ- l  precipi tate i tsel f ,  and i -s resolved into a water.
Pour out th is water,  and put the Mercury,  whi .ch st icks to the neck
of the retort ,  back again into the retort .  Dist i l l  and rect i f ie,
t i l l  you have brought and reduced it to a water. This spirit of
Mercury cures almost al l  d istempers,  and does extract  the essence
out of Minerals and Meta1s.

A TINCTURE BOTH UPON MEN AI{D METAAS.

Take the Spir i tual  Gold of  a purple colour,  extract  i ts  Sulphur
with disti l led vinegar, separate the vinegar again from it, that
i t  become a powder.  This powder being dissolved. in Spir i t  of  red
Mereury,  that  is ,  Gold,  put  thereto sal t  of  Gord,  and f ix i t .
This is an Universal  Medieine for s ick and diseased. bodies of
Men, and l ikewise to exal t  Metals to the highest degree.
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A TINCTURE UPON WHITE.

Ca]-ci.ne Silver with Salt arrd Quick-lime, ar:rd extract its blue

Sulphur,  which elevate and rect i f ie wi th Spir i t  of  wine'  that  i t

remain a l iquor.  Dissolve th is i .n the whi te Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l ,

and in the Spirit of Mineral Mercury.

I do not r,mderstand here the red Mercuryr but the common white

Mineral  Mercuryr or rather that  is  extracted out of  Vi t r io l .

Fix it then, and you have an Universal Medicine against aJ-J- dis-

tempers,  and a t incture,  which does t inge lead, pewter,  mercury,

and copper into SiLver.

TO MAITE AI\ OUNCE OF GOLD OUT OF HAIF AI{ OUNCE.

Take Spir i t  of  Sal t ,  rect i f ie i t  wi th Spir i t  of  wine, that  i t
beeome sweetest .  Pour th is upon the Spir i tual  Gold of  a purple
colour,  and i t  wi l l  extract  only the Soul  or  Sulphur of  the Go1d,
but does not touch the body of  Gold.  The Sulphur of  Gold does
graduate Si lver into Gold yet  no greater quant i ty of .  i t ,  then
there has been in the Gold.  The body. of  Gold- must be as whi te
as Silver. Reduce it upon a Cupel with Saturre, and a l-itt1e
Copper,  ar td the white body of  Gold d.oes recover again i ts colour
and property,  and becomes good Go1d. -

T0 MAKE THE MERCITRY 0F GOI,D, OR THE PHILOSOPHICAT MERCURY.

Take the Gold of a purale colourr out of which the sulphur is
already extracted, digest i t  wi th the fo l lowing water for  a month,
then revi-ve it again by driving it through a retort, in the neck
whereof are to be taid then i ron-plates,  dr ive i t  into a receiver
with some water in i t ,  and i t  runs together,  and becomes a guick
Mereury of  Gol_d.

)+).



THE WATER IS MA.DE AS FOLIOWS.

Take Salt of Urine of a young man, that drinks nothing but wine;
arrd l ikewise Salt of Tartar, and Sal-armoniac I 4114. l,et all this.
d. i .ssolve into a l iquor,  which rect i f ie wi th Spir i t  of  wine, that

i t  become very sweet.
This is the Areanr.un, wherewith the body of Gold is reduced into

running Mercury.

TO MAKE T}IE SAIT OF GOLD

Pour Gold three ti-mes through Antimony, beat it into thin plates,

and dissolve them in AQUA REGIS. Dissolve l i.kewise Salt of Tartar
{-  (^ in i*  ^€ wine, and draw of f  the phlegm, that  i t  remain l ike+I l  vy+!4v v!

an 0i1.  With th is 0i1 precipi tate your Gold,  and separate again
the SaIt of Tartar from it by ablutions. Then reverberate it
fourteen d.ays" Pour upon this Calx of  Gold,  d ist i l led Vinegar,
let  i t  boi l  gent ly a day and night,  and the Vlnegar does dissolve
the Sal t  of  the reverberated Gold.  What remains in the bottom
r,mdissolved , must be reverberated again eight days. Then boil
it again in new Vinegar, put this afterwards to the first sol-ut-
i.on. If anything renains yet behind, it must be reverberated
eight days more, t i1 l  the body is gone into the v inegar.  Then
draw off the vinegar in BAll{EO MARTE, and you have the salt of
Gold in a yel lowish powder,  which cures al l  d istempers.
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CI{APTER I.

OF THINGS NATURAI AI{D SUPERNATURAI .

Because I  purpose to wr i te of  the f i rst  Ti .ncture,  and Root of

Metals and Minerals, and to g5-ve an account of their Spiritual

essencer how the Meta1s and Minerals are in the beginning Spirit-

ua11y conceivede and corporally brought forth: It is therefore

necessary to premise something, and to infor:n you in few words,

that all things are divided into Natural and Supernaturalr arrd

whatsoever is v is ib le,  comprehensible,  and formal,  the same is

Natural: But that which is Incomprehensible and Spiritual, the

sane is Superrratrral, and must be apprehended and judged of by
fai th i  as there is the Creat ion,  and f i rst  of  a l l  the Eterni ty
of  Godr whieh is inf in i te,  unsearchable,  and unmeasurable,  which
Nature is not capable of, neither can Humane reason comprehend
i t .  This now is Supernatural ,  which t ranscends reason, and is
apprehended by faith, which therefore is a divine thing, and
belongs to Div in i ty,  which judges of  Mens Sou1s.

Secondly, and moreover there belong to Supernatural things the
furgels of God, which have clarif ied. bodies, and do perfor:n such
things by perrnission of their Creator, which otherwise no Creat-
ure i.s abre to do, because their works are hidd.en from the eyes
of all the worldi as l ikewise the works of the heIl i.sh Spirits
and Devils are abstruse, whi-ch they work by the providence of the
most high God. But above aJ-J. the great works of God are for.rnd.
and discovered to be Supernatural, because they cannot be compre-
hended'  nor judged of  by the thoughts of  Meni as there is especial ly
the mercy of  God, and his great benef i ts,  which out of  h is tend.er
love he shows r.mto, and bestows upon Mankind, which ind.eed no Man
is capable to discern and lc:ow comprehensively: And li-kewise other
great miracles wrought at sundry times by Christ our Saviour and
Redeemer,  to the conf i rmat ion of  h is ornnipotency and Majesty:
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As where he had. raised LAZARUS from the deadr and likewise the

daughter of FAIRUS Ruler of the SYNAGOGUE, and then the Son of

the Vl idow of  NAIN. He has made the dumb and speechless to SPEAK,

the Deaf to Hear,  and the Bl ind to See; whj .ch indeed are al l

Supernatural thi-ngs, and wonderful works of God : As also his
Concept ion,  Resurrect ion,  Descension to HeI l ,  and Ascension to

Heaven; which are too high and abstruse for Nature, and tre to be

attained rrnto only by faith.

Anongst Supernatural things are l ikewise to be counted EIIAS,

and EN0CHIS Ascension into Heaven. The Rapture of Saint Paul,

who was taken up into the Third Heaven in the Spirit. Further-

more' there are many Supernatural things performed by imaginati-on,
dreams, and visions r a's very often many Mj.rac1es are wrought by
imaginat ionr 4s the speckled and spotted sheep were conceived by

the speckled st icks la id in the water.  The wise men from the
East were wanred by God i.n a dream, not to return again to Herod.
Their  Three Persons l ikewise, and their  Three Gif ts and Presents
have a peculiar and mystical sense; as also the Supernatural Star.
And the Dream of PILATIS wife, who fa1s1y condemned Jesus Christ
our lord and saviour, has not been Natural. Neither can the
vis ion of  the Holy Angels,  who appeared to the shepheards at  the
Nativity of christ, and to the woman, who came to the sepulcher
of  Chr ist ,  to see where his body was la id,  b€ accounted Natural .

Moreover, there have been often wrought many Supernatural things
by the Prophesies of  the Saints and Prophets.  Thus was the voice
of the Ass that spoke to Brr,EAM, not agreeable to conmon Nature;
and interpretation of Dreams by JOSEPH was likewise Supernatural.
God preserves us many t imes by his Holy Angels,  f rom great and
sad aecidents,  and del ivers us f rom per i ls  and dangers,  which
otherwise naturalJ-y would be impossible.

A1l"  th is,  and what else there may be, does belong to Div in i ty
and Heavenly things, and are to be regarded by the sou1. There
are besi-des these other Superreatr.ral things of the visible Creat-
ures of  God, as we do f ind,  see, and discern in the f i rmament
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planets,  and. stars,  together wi th the Elements,  which indeed are

beyond our reason, their  course only being observed by the spec-

ulations of Arithmetic. This now belongs to Astronomy, a.Ird is

a visi.bIe, nevertheless incomprehensible being, perfor:ning its

operation magnetically, wherein l ikewise many miracles are dis-

covered and for.rnd, which are altogether Supernatural. For you

are to understand, that Heaven works upon Earth, and the Earth

keeps correspondency with Heaven: For the Earth has l ikewise

Seven Planets in it, which are brought forth and wrought upon by

the Seven Heavenly Planets, only by a Spiritual impressi-on and

infusion; and in this manner all the Minerals are vrrought by the

Stars. This now is done Spiritually beyond our apprehension, and

therefore to be accounted not Natural ,  in the manner of  two, that

are enamoured. The men are v is ib le,  the love is invis ib le,  which

they bear one to another.  The body of  man is Spir i tual  and nat-
ural . ;  but  the love is invis ib le,  Spir i tual ,  incomprehensibler and
Supernatural, comparable to nothing e1s.e than to a Magneti cal
at t ract ion.  For the invis ib le love, which out of  af fect ion is
Spiritually attracted by imagination, is perfected by consummat-

i .on.

In l i.ke marlner, when Heaven bears love to the Earth, and the
Earth has love, i -nc1i"nat ion,  and af fect ion for  manr 8s the great
world for  the l i t t Ie one, because the l i t t l -e wonld is taken out
of the great, and when the Earth through the desire of an invisible
imaginati.on does attract such love of the Heavens, then is there
a conjunct ion made of  the Super ior  wi th the Infer iorr  l ike unto
a Husband and his wife, which are accounted one body: And after
such a conjr.mction the Earth becomes impregnated by such infusion
of the superior Heaven, and begins to bear a birth, accord.ing
to the infusion, which bir th is r ipened, af ter  i ts concept ion,
by the Elements,  and is di .gested to a perfect  matur i ty.  This is
l ikewise nr.unbered and accounted. amongst Superreatural things , viz.,
how the Supernatr:ral essence does perforrn its operation upon the
Natural.
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There are furthermore numbered amongst Supernatural things, all

Magical  and Cabal l is t ical  th ings,  being subject  thereunto,  whieh

do spring from the l ight of true lceowledge; not such as have their

or ig inal  f rom Superst i t ionr or unlawful  conjurat ion used by those

that conjure the Devi l .  This Magick is here not understood by

mei but such as was pract5-sed by those wise men or Magi,  which

came from the East, who gave their judgement of things by the

inspirat ion of  God, according to the t rue and r . rnforbidden Art '

which l ikewise was used by the Ancients, the EGYPTIAI'{S and ARA-

BIAI{S, who before wr i t ing was invented, did notep observe, and

remember their things by Signs and Characters.

Nei ther is the use of  such blessings forbidden, which Chr ist

the Son of  God himsel f  d id make use of ,  as the Scr ipture does

tel l  us:  And he took the Chi ldren, la id his hands upon them, and

blessed them. But those that are against  God, and his word'  are
just ly to be rejected, and not to be per:ni t ted,  for  they are not

Divine, but Devi l l ish;  but  such Supernatural  th ings,  which are

not contrary to God, nor his HoIy l t iord,  they belong to Magick,

which is no way hurt fu l  to the Soul .

Concerning Vis ions, Appar i t ions,  and the 1ike,  for  they have

oftent imes happened rrnto Holy Men, they are l ikewise deservedly

cor.mted amongst not Natural th.ings. For whatsoever a Man may
apprehend by speculat ion and reasoning, that  is  Supernatural ;  on

the contrary,  whatsoever he may handle,  see, and feel ,  that  is

Natural. -

Thirdly, the third part of things Natural and Supernatural,

does consist  in the Medici-ne or Physic,  ar is ing out of  every ones

hidden power and vir tue;  which Medicine made of  anythi .g,  must

be expel led out of  a v is ib le,  palpable,  and Natural  body; and be

reduced into a Spir i tual ,  Exal ted,  and Supernatural  operat ion:

That so the Spirit, whi-ch in the beginning was infused into, and
granted to that  body for i ts 1i fe,  i lay be unlocked, and rendered
penetrant to workr a.s a Spir i tual  Essence and f i re,  to which
there are lef t  i ts  Vent-holes to burn,  and so f inds no obstacl-e
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that  might choak, suppress,  or hinder the burning l i fe:  Otherwise

where the separation of the Soul and Spirit from the body does

not go before, there can no operation of any efficacy or advantage

fol low, according aS necessi ty requires:  For whatsoever is v is-

ib1e, palpable, and r-mseparated bodily, is Natural and corporeal' '

but  as soon as the separat ion is made, that  which is quick leaves

the deadr r€covers i ts perfect  operat ion,  and, because the Natural

body is separated the Spir i tual  Essence is loosened and freed to

penetrate, and is become a Spiritual Superrnatural Medicine.

To sum up al.l, all things, nothing excepted, that may be handled

and felt are Natural, but they must be made a Medicine be prepared

out of them. For the Supernatural alone has in it a l ively and

qui"ck virtue to work, but the Natural has but a dead palpable

fom. For when ADAM was Created, he was d.ead., and had no l ife

of any virtue; but as soon as the operatS-ng, quickning Spirit

entered j.nto him, he showed his l ively virtue and power by Super-

natural admirati.on.

In everything therefore, both Natural and Supernatural are

copulated as one, and jo ined together in their  habi tat ion,  that

every thing may be perfect. For of all things created in the

whole worId, some are Supernaturalr BS concerning only things

Spiritual and of the Soul-: But some are Natural and Supernatural
togetherr a's concerning the Elements and the firrnament; and such

are the Minerals,  Vegetables,  and Animals:  Which is discerned
and forrnd so to b€, when these are separated one from the other,
that the Soul goes out of the body, and the Spirit forsakes its
Soul, and leaving the body an empty habltation.

You are furthermore to r-mderstand and to observe, that both the
great and the l itt le world are made, formed, and Created out of one
and the sarne first matter, by an infinite and omnipotent essence,
in the beginning at that t ime, when the spirit of God moved upon
the water, who had been from eternity wi.thout begiming. The
great world., that is, Heaven and Earth, was made first; and then
the l itt le world, which is Man, was mad.e and fonned out of the
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great, arrd the water separated from the Earth. The water was
the Matter '  upon which the ever last ing Spir i t  of  God noved: Out
of  the noblest  Earthr a 's i ts quintessence, was formed. the aquosi ty,
which as yet was with the Earth, and all this was only Natural;
but after the inspiration of the warm Divine breath, there came
presently the Supernatural to it, that so Natural arrd Supernatural
were united and copulated. The great world is transitory, though
there shalI be a new Earth or world; but the l itt le world is ever-
last ing.  The great t ransi tory created world wi l l  be reduced into
nothingr 4s i t  has been made out of  nothing: But the l i t t le wor ld
wi l l  be c lar i . f ied by the Spir i t  of  God.,  because he has the possess-
i-on of itr and wil l make out of the first terrestrial water, an
heavenly clarif ied water. Then wil l follow, that the first matter
has been changed into the last ,  and the last  matter is made the
f i rst  again.  The reason why the great wor ld is t ransi tory,  is ,
because the Spir i t  of  God does not keep his seat and habi tat ion
i .n the great,  but  in the l i t t le wor ld:  For the.Man is the femple
of the Holy Ghost,  except he mal ic iously do def i le himsel f  to
Hel l - f i re;  that  so there might be a di f ference and that spir i t
remain in the l ittte worId, which he has formed after his own
i.mage , and made it a Holy Temple, Besid.es this , there are all things
in the Iitt le world, which are f or-md. in the great , viz. , Heaven
and Earth,  together wi th the Elenents,  and what belongs to them
of the firmament.

we do l lkewise find, that in the first creation, which was out
of  nothing, there did ar ise three thingsi  arr  essence l ike to the
Sou1, and a Spir i tual ,  and a v is ib le one, which d. id.  present a Mer-
cur ia l  Water,  a Sulphureous stream of br imstone, and a terrestr ia l
Salt. These three gave a complete and perfect, palpable and formal-
body to all things, wherein especially are fotmd all the four
Elenents perfect. But of this r have arread.y made mention in
my wrlt ings, but more particularly in a book of mine DE MICROSOSME.

But to speak something more of Natural and Supernatural and
corporeal we do find, that the Woman of CAI{MN was cured. of her
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bloody fIux, which had lasted twelve years, bV a touchi.ng only,

having only touched the Gannent of the Son of God; which distemper

of hers was Natural, but the Medicine was Supernatural, because

she had obtained this remedy of Christ the Lord by her faith.

In l ike manner do we see an excellent, high Supernatural mi.racle

in those three Men, SA-DRACH, MESACH, ?nd ABEDNEGO, who being cast

into the fiery fur':race, by the commandment of King NEBUCHADNEZffi,

were miraculously without any hr,rrt delivered by Gods mighty power,

Dart .  3.
Thus l ikewise the confusion of Tongues, and infusion of several

languages, which happened at the foolish building of the Tower of

BABEI, which should reach Heaven, has been reputed a Superreatural

wonder and miracle. Furthermore, it was a Supernatural sign,

that those ISRAEIITES, whj-ch should fight against the Army of the
MIDIAI{ITES, according to Gods command, must 1ap of the water with
their  Tongues as a dog 1aps. And the sending abroad of  the Dove
out of the Ark of NOAII, wh5.ch brought with her a green Olive-leaf ,
as a token of mercy, was a Divi-ne and Supernati.rral message. That
the Holy Man of  God MOSES did str ike wi th his staf f  the hard rock,
and the waters gushed out of  i t  at  th is stroak does transcend

humane reason. And i t  is  no less supernatural ,  that  the sal t -
water must beeome a sweet water f it to be drr:nk. And li.kewise
the dry passage of the rsrali-tes through the Red-sea, and that
AARENS staff did blossom are al.l Supernatural things.

lo sum up all, that Christ the Eterrral Son of God did raise
hi.mself out of the sepulcher through the sealed stone: That he
appeared to the two Di-sciples that went to EMAUS: And that he
mani. fested hi .msel f  to his Disciples,  the d.oors being fast  and
shut, these are things Divine and Supernatural. I could. a]-]-edge
more examples out of the Holy scriptures, but r sha1l pass them
over for  brevi tyes sake.

Amongst Supernatural things are likewise numbered a]-l- such signs
as happen in mines,of  bodi ly Appar i t i -ons of  Spir i ts,  Images,
Fari.es, and D,,rarfs, which in several kinds visibly do appear, a4d.
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do prognost i .cate ei ther good or bad success, ruin or r iches: As

also al l  the f igures of  Metals,  and other shapes which are for . rnd

in the Earth,  of  Men, Fj .shes ,  and other Beasts,  f ramed and formed

through the imaginat ion of  the three pr inciples,  but  d igested and
ni*anaA rarr  *he Earth and other Elements.  Wherer.mto do belong!  

- ! rvrrvs 
vJ v l r

l ikewise the Monsters of  the Eartho and such l ike th ings as are

for:nd in the Earth at some certaj.n times, of a wonderful form

and shape, af ter  the e:cpirat ion of  which t imes they are not to

be found, and yet on ar:.other time they do appear again.

To these we may refer al l  such shapes as are seen by means of

water,  looking-glasses, which yet are of  a di f ferent nature.  For

some are Natural  only,  and yet y ie ld Supernatural  shapes; But

other some are produced by conjurat ion,  which are nei ther Natural

nor Supernatural ,  but  devi l ish;  and therefore they belong to Witch-

craf t ,  and pious Chr is i ians are prohibi ted to pract ice them: As

l ikewise al l  such meansr 3s are'contrary to the l io ly Scr i -pture,

Gods word and Commandments,  are just ly rejected and refuted by

the true natural  Cabal ists.  I  do speak this,  that  you may make

a due di f ference, and 4 certain order of  Natural ,  Supernatural ,

and not Natural thi-ngs.
0f  the number of  Suoernatural  th ings are l ikewise al l  water

Spirits r 4s SYRENS , SUCCUBI, and other water Nynrphts , and what
belongs to them.

As also the Spir i ts that  are inhabi tants of  the Earth,  and those

of the Fire,  which are heard,  seen, and perceived; which br ing
sometime t id ings of  death,  or  some other mischance; arrd somet imes

do show, in certain places, r iches and treasure,  by appar i t ion.  To
which you may add the Spir i ts of  Fire,  which do appear in the
shape of f ire r or form of a burning candle; whi-ch indeed are all
Spir i ts,  and have impalpable bodies;  but they are not such Spir i ts

as those Spir i ts of  Hel1,  which do hunt af ter  mens Souls,  &s the

most precious jewelr  4s hel l ish luci fer ,  the Devi l  and his com-
pl ices do; which have been cast out wi th him: But they are such
Spir i ts,  which above Nature are the objects of 'Mens ad.mirat ion,
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and live only by the Elements, and are sustained and fed by them'

and with the dissolut ion of  th is Terrestr ia l  Wor1d, wi l l  be anni-

hi lated and vanish away, because there is no redeemed SouI in

them.

I shalJ. not insist longer upon this, but leave a further declar'-

at ion of  these circr .urstances for another occasion, when I  shal l

give you a singular account of Visi.ons, and Shap€s, and Spiritual

Appar i t ions,  which by the greater part  of  the wor ld are aceounted

to be not Natural, and yet are truely Natural, but they are for-md

Supernatural in their operation and wonderful quality.

For the further confi-rmation of my purpose, I do s4y, that there

are mary things to be fowrd in Medicine, which do show forth and

perforrn their operation Supernaturally, after a magnetical manner,

working only by an at t ract ive Spir i tual  power,  which is at t racted

through the Air ;  because the Air  is  the MEDIUM betwixt  the Med-

ic ine,  and the disease or distemper.

Like as the Loadstone always longs for,  and turns i tsel f  to i ts

Star, though this Star be marr.y thousand of miLes distant from

it ,  yet  is  the Spir i tual  operat ion and af fect ion so powerful  be-

twixt these two, that they are drawn together by that MEDIUM, the

Air ,  at  so great and vast a distance, but because this at t ract ive
power is general ly aclceowledged by al l  men, i t  is  grown a meer
CUSTOM, and so i t  is  held,  and nothing more of  abstruseness obser-
ved, what the or ig inal  is  of  th is operat ing power.

In l ike manner may distempers and- sores be cured and healed,
though the patient and the Physieian be far enough distant one
from the other,  not  by Benedi-ct ions or Conjurat ions,  and other
unlawful  prohibi ted means, which are contrary to God and Nature;
but by such means, wherein there is a magnet ical  at t ract ive power
to perforrn such things. As when a patient goes away, and leaves
the weapon wherewith he has been woundedr or some of the blood
which issued forth from the wound, with the Physici.an; if he do
proceed order ly using the r ight  meansr ?s one uses in binding up
and dressing of  a wound, he wi l l  certainly recover his former



health.  Thj .s is no Witchcraf t ,  but  th is heal ing is performed by

the at t ract ive power of  the Medicine, whieh by means of  the Air

is conveyed to the wound, and thereby cleansed, for  the performing

of th is Spir i tual  operat ion.
These expressions wil l- seem hard to many, and impossible to

Nature, and many wil l say this relation is against Nature, where-

by they wi1.l be moved to dispute and to argue this question,

whether i t  be Natural ,  or  no? Whether i t  be possible or no? 0r

whether this cure be not Witchcraft?

I  shal l  compose the di f ference thus: That th is cure is Natural ,

but the operation of the cure is Supernatural, because it is per-

formed only in arL attractive incomprehensible manner, And that

this manner of curing or healing is no Wi-tchcraft, I do demon-

strate thus,  because i t  is  not  mixed with any Witchcraf t  r  r ror

any other means, which are either unnatural, or contrary to God

the Creator, and his HoIy saving word; but being only Natural,

out of their Supernatural, invisi.ble , incomprehensj.ble, Spiritual,

and attractive power, which has its original from the Stars, and
perfor:ns i ts operat ion through the Elements.

Last ly,  that  th is cure is no Witchcraf t ,  I  do prove thus; be-
cause the Devi l -  takes rather a del ight  and pleasure in the sad
mischances of mankind, then that he should administer any help
for the wel fare of  Men: Which besides he cannot possibly perfornr

without Gods providence and gracious perrnission.
Much more might be written of this magneti-cal forrn, but to pre-

vent di .vers errors,  I  wi l l  let  i t  a lone, t i l - l  I  come to speak
somethi.ng DE MIRACULIS NATURALIBUSr or Natural Miracles of the

World.

Those gross and si l1y head-pieces, which nevertheless accowrt

themselves to be very wise Masters o f  Phi losophy, and al l  such

as have not the perfect  use of  their  senses, car:not f ind any
differnece in these things. But he that is wise and r.mderstand.ing,
lceows to distinguish the Natural from the Supernatural. For do
but observe and consider th is s imi l i tude, to demonstrate the t ruth
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of this thing by a rude example, that there are for.rnd. many beasts,
whieh die in the winter,  and l ie deadr so that there i -s no l i fe
to be discerned in them: But as soon as the warm Summer d.oes draw

nigh, the natural  heat gives them a new l i fe,  that  the reputed
carcase is fu1ly revived in the same substance, it has had in its'
l iving motion. Like an Herb, which dies in Winter, and does appear
new and fresh again in the spring. Now the dying of such things

is to be cor.mted Natural ,  but  the restor ing them to a new l i fe is
in its lcrowledge Supernatural. But because men are used to these
things, therefore the least part of them does regard that which
deserves a further enquiry, and give over the thoughts of things
both Natural and Supernatural.

Moreover' the greatest part of Men do pass by inbred and natural
disposi t ions,  which are l ikewise Supernatural i  as also abort ions,
and such as bring some tokens with them into the world, which
indeed are Natural, but through the occasioned imagi.nation show
themselves Supernatr,ral, whi-ch Superrratural forrn, and Supernatural
impressions have been produced by the Mother of the child through
thoughts ar is ing,  which unawares, and as i t  were by accident have
happened unto her. As we do see and find many a time, that many
men have naturally inbred gestures, which they are never abre to
leave, though they endeavour it never so nuch.

This inbred thing is Natural, but the conception in the Mothers
womb, caused by the imagination of such a thi-ng, is Supernatural,
and subject  to that  which is made by the impression of  Heaven.

Fina11y, if you wil l say that it is not true, that any one can
d'efend that which is Supernatural, with certain gror.rnd.s and rea-
sons, except he has learned the Natura!, which has its ori-ginaI
and for:n from the Supernaturalr yet he wil l (after he has studied.
it) by a certain invented experi 'nent be capable to demonstrate
that he is a conquerour of these that wil l not beli.eve that which
is Supernatural, and confute those that do presume to dispute of
Natural things, and because they are ignorant of the for.md.ation,
do nothing but talk id.eIy, and quarrel r.rrprofitably.
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CHAPTER II.

0F THE FIRST TINCTURE, THE R00T 0F METAI.

To return to my pur?ose and r.rndertaking, which is to discourse

by Gods permission, and to give an account of  the f i rst  Ti .ncture,

the Root and Bir th of  Metals and Minerals;  i t  is  to be observed,

that the Tincture,  whi-ch is the Root of  a l l  Metals,  is  l ikewise

a Supernatural f lying fiery Spirit, having its sustenance in the

and looking naturally for its habitation in the Earth and Water,

where it may rest and work. And this Spirit is for.md in all

Metals,  and more abr-rndant in other Metals then Gold:  For the Gold
is very c1ose, sol id,  and compact,  bV reason of  i ts  wel l  d igested,
r ipened, and f ixed body; therefore i t  can no more enter into the
body'  than the body does need. But other Metals have not such a
f ixed body, but their  pores are open and dispersed, therefore
ean the t inging Spir i t  abundant ly more penetrate and possess them;
but because the bodies of  other Metal-s are r , rnf ixed, the Tincture
l ikewise cannot stay wi th these r .mf ixed bodies,  but must go out
of them. And being the Ti.nctr.re of Gold d.oes i-n no other Metal-
abound more than in iron and copperr ds Husband. and Wife, their
bodies are destroyed, and the t inging Spir i t  f rom thence erpel led,
which breeds much blood in the opened. prepared. Gordr 3s by its
feeding does make i t  volat i le.  Therefore when the volat i le Gold
is f i l Ied by i ts meat and dr ink,  i t  takes up i ts own blood, d.oes
dry it up through its own internal f ire, with help and addition
of a moist  f i re,  and is again a conquest,  whieh d.oes f ix,  f la y,
produces the highest f ixedrress,  so that the Gold becomes a high
fixed Medicine, and cannot make a body again, by the reason of
the superabundant blood, except there be ad.d.ed to it a superfluous
body'  into which the abr:nd.ant f ixed bIood d.oes disperse i tsel f  ,
which jo ined metal l ic  bod.y is penetrated by the exceeding great
heat of  the f ixed blood of  the Lion, l ike f i re c leanrsed. f rom al l



impurity, and immed.iately ripened to a perfect maturity and fixed-

ness: That thus the servent enr iches f i rst  h is Lord and Master,

because the Lord cannot spare of his cloth to give away, bV reason

that Nature has granted him but one only Suit of Honour; and the

King can distribute again the i.nheritance, and Court-cloths of hi-s

Kingdom to his servents, after he has first taken and gathered

the Tr ibute of  h is subjeets;  that  so the Master and servent may

stay and cont inue together.  Nor need you to wonder at  th is,  that

the King must borrow of  h is servents,  because their  bodies are not

fixed and perma.nent, for they take up much, and can keep but small

credi t .  But i f  the King can part ic ipate of  i t ,  he can better

overcome heat and frost ,  than the leprous Metals.  And thus he

becomes by th is part ic ipat ion a Regent and Conquerour,  part icular ly

of  a l l  others,  wi th a great v ictory and tr iumph of  r iches and

heal th to a long I i fe.
T hnna ar^11 have r.mderstood atad learned enough for the beginningr rv} /v J v 4

of this d.j.scourse of Natural and Supernatural things and the first
Ti-ncture,  the Root of  Metals and Minerals,  whereupon the Corrrer-

stone is placed, and the true rock in general  is  founded, wherein

Nature has placed, and coneealed, or bur ied her abstruse and deep

hidden gi f t ,  v i .z. ,  in the f iery and t inged Spir i ts,  which Tincture
they got f rom the Starry Heaven, by the operat ion of  the Elemer: ts,
and are made able further to tinge and to fix, that which had no
tinctr-rre, and was unfixed before: Because that LUNA wants the
Suit  of  the golden Crown, together wi th the f ixedness, as also
SATIIRN, JUPIIER, and MER.CIIRY. And though MARS and VENUS do not
want this clothing, but may communicate the same to the other
fiver yet do I say, that they can do nothing for the gaining of
r iches without the Lion, because they are not for  their  need,
provided with the f ixedness of  their  Mercury,  and the f lexibleness

of their  Sal t ;  except the Li-on has overcome them in the f ight ,
and they are notably mended and bettered which meli.oration lyes
hidden in the Signate Starr  or  their  Load-stone, f rom which al l  the
Metals have received their  g i - f ts.
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I  do proceed, and in specie pass to the bir th and to the generat-

ion,  how the ARCHEUS does show and pour for th i ts power,  and dis-

plays i t ,  by which al l -  the Metal l ic  and Mineral  forrns are exposed

to the v iew, and are made formal,  palpable,  and corporeal ,  through

the Mi-neral, incomprehensible flying, f iery Spirits. Furthermore''

you are to lcrow, and with all dil i-gence to observer I ' Iot to pass

by with obl iv ion that which is of  great concernment,  nor to look

over that  which is most advantageous, and on the contrary to note

al l  a long the meer wr i t ing,  not  regarding the dr i f t  and scope:

For of  that  I  do wr i te here,  the highest wi l l  be rrndoubtedly

accor.mted. aJ-Id esteemed by many the lowest,  and the sl ightest

the highest mystery.

First  of  a l l  you are to hrow, that  a l l  the Metals and Minerals

of  the Earth have one only matter,  and one only Mother,  bV which

they in general  a l together have reieived their  concept ion and

perfect  bodi ly bir th.  And this matter,  which comes from the

Center,  does div ide i tsel f  in the beginning into three parts,  to

produce Some corporeal  th ing,  and a certain for :n of  every Metal .

These three parts are fed and nour i .shed by the Elements in the

Earth out of  i ts  body, t i l l  they become perfect .  But the matter '

which has i ts or ig inal  f rom the Centre,  is  f ramed by the Stars,

wrought by the Elements,  formed by that which is Terrestr ia l ,  and

is a lcrown matter, and the trtre Mother of Metals and Minerals :

And is such a matter and Mother,out of  which Man himsel f  has been

concei .ved, born,  nor.r ished and made corporeal :  And may be al- to-

gether compared to the mi-ddle world; for whatsoever is in the

great wor ld,  that  is  l ikewise in the l i t t Ie,  and whatsoever is in

the l i t t le wor ld,  that  is  l ikewise in the great:  And thus what is

in the great arrd l i t t le wor ld together,  that  is  f  owrd l ikewise
in the middle worId,  which jo ins the great and l i t t le wor ld,  and

is a Soul ,  which does r-rni te arrd copulate the Spir i t  wi th the body.
This SouI is compared to Water,  and is indeed a r ight  t rue Water,
yet  does not wet l ike other Water,  but  i t  is  an heavenly Water,

found dry in a Metal l ic  l iquid substance, and a Soul-  l ike Water,



which loves al-l Spirits, and does r.mite them with their bodies 
'

and br ings them to a perfect  l i fe.  Therefore i t  is  certain '  that

the Water is a Mother of  a l l  Meta1s, which being heated by a warm

Aereal f irer 4s is the Spirit of Sulphur, brings l ife into the

terrestrial body through its ripening, wherein the Salt is appar-'

ently for,md, whi.ch does preserve from putrefaction, that nothing

may be consumed by coruption. In the begS-nning, and in the birth

is wrought f i rst  of  a l l  the Quick-si lver,  which yet l ies open

with a subt i l  coagulat ion,  because there is but l i t t Ie of  the

Salt cornmunicated to it; whereby it shows more a Spiritual, thart

a corporea1 body. Other Metals,  which are der ived from i ts Ess-

ence, and have more Sal t ,  which makes them eorporeal ,  do fo l low

after th is.  I  begin wi th the Spir i t  of  Mercury.

]HAPTER III.

OF TI{E SPIRIT OF MERCIIRY .

Although I do use a peculiar style i-n my writ ings, which wil l

seem strange to many, Vet there is suf f ic ient  cause for i - t .  I t

is  suf f ic i .ent ,  I  say,  to insist  upon my erper ience, and not to

regard other mens idl.e speeches, because I have attained to the

lmowledge of these th5.ngs, and seeing goes always before heari-ng;
and that which has its for.ndation is preferred before that, which

has no ground at  a l l .  Therefore,  I  say,  that  aIL v is ib le,  and
palpabJ-e th5.ngs are made out of the Spirit of Mercury, which is
beyond al.l the terrestrial things of the whole world, and aJ-J-
things are made out of it, and have their original from j-t. For
therein is all to be for"md, that can do all, what the Artist does
desi . re to enquire into.  I t  is  the pr inciple to work MetaLs, being
nade a Spiritual Essence, which is a meer Ai.r, and flys to and
fro wlthout wings, and is a movi.ng wind, whi-ch after its erpul-
sion out of its habitation by VULCAN, is d.ri.ven i-nto its CHAOS,
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into which i t  entrets again,  and does resolve i tsel f  i tno the

Elements,  where.  i t  is  at t racted by the Stars,  af ter  a magnet ical
manner r out of love, from whence it went forth, and was vrought

out before,  b€cause i t  d.esired to be r . ln i ted again wi th i ts l ike.

But when the Spirit of Mercr.rry can be taken, and made corporeal,
i t  does then resolve i tsel f  into a bod,y,  and becomes a c lear,
faj.r, and transparent Water, which is true Spiritual Water, and

the f i rst  Mercur ia l  Root of  MineraLs and Meta1s, Spir i tual ,  un-
perceiveable, incombustible, without any commixition of the terr-
estrial aquosity. ft is that heavenly Water, of which much has

been written, for by this Spirit of Mercury all Metals may be, if
need requires,  d i .ssolved, opened, and without any corrosive reduced

or resolved i .nto their  f i rst  Matter.  This Spir i t  renews both
Man and Beastr l ike the EAGT,Ei consumes whatsoever is bad, and

produces a great Age to a long l i fe.  Thi-s Spir i t  of  Mercury is
the chief Key of all my other Keys, of which r have written in
the beginning. Therefore wi l l  I  cal l ;  Come ye blessed of  the
Lordr be ye anointed with 0i1,  and refreshed with Water:  Embalme
your bodies,  that  they may not putr i f ie,  Set a bad scent and st ink:
For the heavenly water is the beginning, and the oi1 a medium,
which does not br.rn, because it i-s made out of a Spiritual Sulphur;
and the balsom of salt is corporeal, which is r:nited with the
water by means of the oiI; whereof r shall give you hereafter a
more ample accor:nt ,  where I  do intend. to speak and to wr i te,  some-
thing more concerning these things.

And to declare fr,rrther the Essence, matter and for:n of thj-s
spir i t  of  Mercrrry;  r  must te l l  your that  i ts Essence is soul  l ike,
its matter sp5.ritua1, and its for:n terrestrial, which yet must
be wrderstood by some incomprehensible thing. These are ind.eed.
hard words and expressions, and there are ma.ny that will think,
that these are vain and idi-e repetit ions, and strange sayings,
which do produce nothing else but strange thoughts. rs is t:rre,
r  confess,  they are strange, and do require strange people that
wil l r,mderstand the meani.ng of them. rt is not a thing written

zAn



for country-men, how they must grease their'wagons: Nor is it a
speech for those, whi .ch have not got the lcrowledge of  th is kt ,
though they imagine themselves to be never so wj.se. But this
man alone r do repute to be learnedrwhich besides the word. of
God, does make enquiry by a tnre }ceowledge into terrestrial thi.ngs,
which come wrder the judgenent of reason, and learns to lmow the
darlcress out of l ight, ar:,d to choose the seeming bad before the
good.

Touching the begirTning of this Spirit of Mercury, this is need-
less to larow, because it is of no benefit, nor can it do you any
good. But observe, that its beginning is superrraturally from
Heaven r the Stars , and ELements , granted in the beginning of the
first Creatj.on, to enter f i.rther into a terrestrial being. And
because thi .s is needless,  as I  have told Vour leave that which is
Heavenly to the souI, and apprehend it by faith; that which is of
the stars,  ret  l ikewi.se a1one, because such j .mpressi .ons of  the
Stars are invisible and incomprehensible; the Elements have alreadw
brought forth this spirit perfect into the world, through the
nour ishment of  i t ,  therefore d.o not meddle wi th them nei ther;  for
no marl cart make any Element but the Creator alone, a4d. insist
upon thy spirit already produced., whi.ch is both formal and not
forrnalr comprehensible and incomprehensible, and yet does appear
visibly, and you have the first mateerr out of which are grown
all Metals and Minerals, and is one onJ.y thing, and such a matter,
which does r.rni.te itself with the Sulphtr of the nert following
chapter, and is coagulated with the salt of the Fifth chapter,
so that i t  becomes one body and a perfect  Medieine of  a l l  Metals,
not only to generate in the begir:ning in the Earthr ?s in the
great wor ld,  but  a lso,  wi th help of  a moist  f i re,  to change and
transmute together with the augmentation in the little world.. Let
this not seem strange to vour because the most high has thus per-
mitted it, and Nature has wrought it.

There are many in the world which wil l not believe this, and do
think i t  impossible,  that  v i l i f ie and d.espise these myster ies,
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which they in no wise r,rnderstand. Those rnay conti.nue in their
folly l ike asses and bloclcheads, t i l l  they are i l l-uminated, which
does not happen without the wil l of God, but comes by his provid-
ence. But wi-se and experienced men, which have wrought in the

sweat of thei.r brows, wil l bear me witness, and confirm the truth';

and likewi.se avouch, that they rea1ly believe and think, that
whatsoever I do write here, is nothing but truth, as true as Hea-
ven and HeJ.I is made and ordained for the elect and damned, for
a reward of good and evil. I do not write with my hands only,
but my heart acld Soul does compell and lrge me to do it, because
that many coneeited, i l luminated, reputed skil-Iful worldrings
do hate,  en\ry;  d isparag€, rai l  4t ,  and persecute th is mystery
to the outmost skin, or to the i.nmost kernal, whi-ch has its orig-
inal from the centre. But I am sure, that t ime wirl come, when my
marrow is vanished, and these bones of  mine is dr ied up, that
some people wil l si.ncerely take my part, though r am in my grave,
and would be wi-l l ing to f etch my from the dead, if God would
perrnit it '  but that wil l be a thing impossible. Therefore I have
left thern in writ ing, whereby their faith and confidence wi]l have
a seal  of  certainty a:rd t ruth,  to bear wi tness of  me, what has
been my last  wi l l  and testament,  which r  have lef t  to the poor,
and to alL the adnirers of  myster ies.  Thougn i t  d id not become
me to write so many things, vet could r not, without doing hr.rt
to my soul do otherwise, then to drive a glance and brightness
through the clouds, that the day may appear, and the obscure night,
together with the cloudy and dark tempests may be dispersed.

But how the ARCHAEUS works further by the spirit of Mercury
in the Earthr or in the veins of the Earth, you are to und.erstand.,
that after the spiritual seed. i.s framed. fbom above by the impre-
ssion of the stars, and fed and nourished. t lrrough the Elements r
th is seed is changed into,  and is become a Mercur ia l  water:  As
in the beginning the great world l ikewise was made of nothing;
for the spir i t  moved. upon the water,  and thus was this cold,
waterish, and terrestrial Creatrrre revived to l ife by an heavenly
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warmth. rt was in the great world the Power of God, and the
operat ion of  the l ight  of  Heaven; in the l i t t le wor ld l ikewise
the Power of God, and the operation by his dj-vine and holy breath
to work in the Earth. Frrrthermore, the Almighty did grant and

ord.ain means, f or the performing of the same, that the Creature

rnight get power to work upon another creature, and one might help

and promote the other, for the perforrning and perfecting of al. l
the works of the Lord. Thus was granted to the Earth an influence
to generate by the luminaries of Heaven, and likewise an internal
heat to warm & to ripen that which was too cold for the Earth,
by reason of its aquosi ty, and thus every creature a peculi.ar
Genius according to its kind; that so there is raised a subtile
sulphureous steam by the starry Heaven; not a conmon, but another
clar i f iedr c lean, artd pure steam, separated from others,  whi .ch do
unite itself with the t{ereurial substance; by which warm property
in a long time the humidity is dried. up by Iitt le and litt le, and
then the soul  l ike property being jo ined with i t ,  which gives the
body and balsom of maintenance, and works before too upon the
Earth by a spiritual and starry influence. Thus happens then a
generat ion of  Metals,  according to the commixt ion of  the three
pr inciples,  and according.as they take in more or less of  these
three, so the body is for :ned. r f  so be the spir i t  of  Mercury is
directed. and forsed from above upon Animals, then is there prod.uced
an Animal being; but if i t seizes upon vegetables, a vegetable
work is brought iorth. And if i t fa1ls upon Mi.nerars, by reason
of its infused nature, there wil.J. spring thence Minerals and Meta1s.
Nevertheless, every one is differently wrought: The Animals by
artother forrn by themselves, the vegetables after a manner proper
to.  themselves, and the Minerals l ikewise in another fashion, every
one after a singular way: t{thereof in specie much more might be
written, and a Eore ful1 and exact relation might be mad.e.

Here may be justly demandedr how this spirit of Mercury may be
had and obtainedr or how it is to be made, and which w?vr and
after what manner it may be prepared, that it may cure distempers,

)o).



and change and alter a1-l Metals of the ignobler kindr 4s they are
generated in the l itt le worId, by a transmutation and augmentat-
ion of  their  seed? Many wi l l  expect ar l  answer to th is quest ion,

which I shal-J. not keep back from them, but faithfully discover,

as much as I have leave by Gods command and judgement, in the

marrner as follows.

Take in the name of the Lord red mineral quicksiLver, whi.ch

looks l j.ke Cinnabar, and the best mineral Gold that can be gotten;

take an equal  quant i ty of  them both,  and gr ind them together,

before they have been in any fire r portr upon them an 0i1 of Mer-

cury made by itself, out of the conmon putrif ied and sublimed

Quicksilveri digest them for a month, and you wil l have arr ex-

traction, whi-ch is more heavenly than terrestrial. Disti l l  gently

this extraction in BALr\EO MARIE r and the phlegrn comes over, and
the ponderous 0i1 remains in the bottom, which takes up r .mto i t -
self all Meta1s in a moment. Add to this three times the quantity
of  Spir i t  of  wine, c i rculate i t  in a pel ican t i l l  i t  becomes
blood red, and has iecovered an i .ncomparable sweetness. Pour
of f  the Spir i t  of  wine, and add to i t  f resh Spir i t  of  wjne. Repeat
this so long'  t i I1 the whole matter be dissolved. into an exceed-
ingly sweet and Ruby coloured transparent l iquor, which mingle
afterwards together. Pour it upon white calcined Tartar, and
disti l l  i t with a strong fire in ashes, and the spirit of wi-ne
remaj.ns behind with the Tartarr but the Spirit of Mercury comes
over. This Spirit of Mercurlr being mixed with the Spirit of Sul-
phur sol isr  together wi th i ts sal t ,  whosoever sha1l  br ing them
over thus joined and rrnited together, that they may not be sep-
arated in INFINITUM, he wi]. l have such a work (if so be it d.oes
receive its ferment in a due measrtre and prefixed. term, with Gold
by a solution, and is brought in its perfect maturity to a plus-
quam perfection) to which nothing may be compared, for the pre-
venting of diseases and poverty, and. for a rich and superfluous
recreat ion of  the body as wel_l  as of  good.s.

This is the way to obtain the spirit of Mercury, which r have
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discovered so farras the Highest Emperior has given me leave to
d.o. I hope you wil l use wisely and discreetly my Manual Operati.ons
required to this work, and laid open by me, that you may not
suffer in HelJ. fire for my faithful warrrings; because the door

which gives entrance to the l.Jngs Court, is r.mlocked. and opened

by one Key alone, which cures al l  d istempers,  as the hopsie,
Consr.unpt ion,  the Gout,  The Stone, The Fal l ing-sic lcress,  Apoplery,

Leprosie,  and of  what na^rne soever they be in general .  This is l ike-
wise a remedy for al-l sorts of French-pox, and all other old
last ing sores,  as the WoIf ,  Tetters,  Wor:ns,  Fistules,  Cancer,
Spreading and fretting Ulcers and Holes, as I have di.scovered too,
and hidden nothing from you.

r l ina' l ' l r r  ^hserve this,  that  you wi l l  make lceown only th is,  and-+3re5J t  vv

no more, that, b€cause any Art has its beginning and original
from the Spirit of Mercury, which is quickened and revived by the
spiritual sulphi.rr, that an heavenly thing does rise from them
together, and with, and by the salt they become corporeal and
fotmal;  but  the pr incipal  of  the sou1, the spir i t ,  and. the body,
you wi. l l  let  i t  be and cont inue a Load-stone r  3s rear ly i t  is ,
and connot be accotmted to be any other thing. But the finat sum
is this, that without the spirit of Mercury, which is the only
Key to make the corporeal  Gold Potable,  the Phi losophers Stone can
never be made nor prepared. Do not object  againstr  r ror  contrad. i -ct
th is sentence, but keep si lence: For r  wi l l  g ive over speaking,
because sj . lence is i rnposed upon you and me by the competent judge,
and begin the execution yourself , leavi:eg fr.rrther enquiry to
anbther,  which has not as yet  p leaded his cause.



C}IAPTER IV.

OF THE SPIRIT OF COPPER.

The Star named. \ENUS is hard. and very d"iff icult to be reckoned,

as all the Mathematieians and Astronomers must bear me wi-tness;

for her course d.oes much differ from the other Six Planets, there-

fore her Nat j -v i ty is l ikewise of  another nature;  because the bir th

of \ENUS does possess the first table after MERCURY.

As concerning the generation of Metals, MERCIIRY makes effect-

uaI,  but  VENUS does inci te,  and gives lust  and desi . re,  together

with beaut i fu lness, which d.oes occasion i t .  Though I  do not esteem

myself ,  nor take upon me to be an Astronomer,  to whom the account

of the heavenly motion is lceown, because I ought to spend my time

in prayers in the House of  God: Nevertheless,  that  the remainder

of  the t ime, af ter  Div ine service is performed, may not pass

idley away, I  have resolved to spend the rest  of  my t ime in en-
qui.reing into natural things. Thus it i"s a hard matter to find

out what is produced and brought forth by VENUS r or whence VENUS

has taken her beginning and original, because she is clothed to
excess 

'  
wi . th that  she has no need of  ;  and on the other s ide must

want r that she stands i.n need of , as touchi-ng her fi.xedness.
But you are to lcrow, that 1ENUS is clothed with an heavenly

sulphr.rr, which does far exceed the splend.our of the sun, because
there is forrnd much more sulphr.rr in her, than in Gold. But that
you may learn what the matter is of the said Sulphur of Gold, which
dwells and reigns abr.rndantly in vENUs, and of which r have spoke
so much, lcrow then, that it is l ikewi-se a flying and very hot
spirit, which can search and penetr-'ate all, and also digest,
ripen, and. bring to matr.rrity, vjz., the imperfect Metal i-nto
perfect ,  which the r . rnexper ienced d.oes not bel ieve. r f  you ask,
how the Spir i t  of  Copper can r ipen, and br ing to perfect ion other
imperfect  Metals,  i t  being i tsel f  ,  in i . ts body imperfect ,  and
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not fixed.? I arrswer r ds I have told alread.y, that this Spirit

cannot have or hold in Copper a f ixed body for an habi tat ion;
therefore the habi tat ion being burned by f i re,  the guest goes

out of  i t  l ikewise, and must leave his habi tat ion wi th impat ience,
for he dwells therei-n l ike a hireling. But in the fixed body

of Gold he has a protect ion,  that  nothing can dr ive him out wi th-

out the sentence of  a pecul i .ar  judge, because he has taken possess-

ion of  h is habi tat ion l ike an heir ,  and has taken root in that
f ixed bodyr that  cannot be cast out so easi ly.  The Tincture,  which
\ENUS has obtained, is l ikewise to be for.md in MARS, y€4, much more
powerful ,  h igher,  and more excel lent ;  for  MARS is the Husband,
VENUS the Wife; whereof I have spoken more at large in those
writings of mj-ne concerning them. This Tincture is l ikewise
fowrd in Verdi-grease and Vi t r io l ,  as in a Mineral ,  of  which a
whoLe volume might be written: And in all these thi-ngs there i s
found a sulphr,rr, which does burn, and yet another sulphur, whi.ch
does not burrr ,  which is a wonderful  work.  The one is whi te,  the
other red in the operating birth: But the right and true sulphur
is incombust ib le:  For i t  is  a meer and tnre spir i t ,  out  of  which
is prepared art  incombust ib le OiI ,  and is indeed the Sulphur out
of  which the Sulphur of  Gold,  out  of  one and the same root,  is  mad.e
and prepared. I  do discover many.secretsr-  which ought not to be
done; but f .do not heow how to help i t .  To conceal  ar1,  is  l ike-
wise a th ing unanswerable,  vet  i t  is  good not to do over:nuch; as
r have desired in that  protestat ion of  miner not to forget my
request.

This Sulphur may very well be called and christened the Sulphur
of  the wi .se,  because in i t  is  for :nd al l  wisd.om, i f  you accept
the Mercur ia l -  spir i t ,  which is to be preferred, and with i t ,
together with the Salt of MARS must be r.rni.ted through a Spiritual
copulat ion,  that  three may be brought to a correspondency, and
be exal ted into one operat ion.

This Spiritual Sulphur does l ikewise and in the salne manner
der ive i ts spi .o ine]  f r  nm the Upper Region, as the Spir i t  of
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Mercury does, but with another forrn and fashion, whereby the Stars

do show a separation in fixed and r.mfixed., in t inged and not t inged

things. The Tincture does consist  only in the Spir i t  of  Coppert

and chief ly of  i ts  consort ,  and is a meer steam, st inking and of

a very iII scent in the beginning: And this mist must be resolved'

in a l iquid manner, that the stinking incombustible Oil may be

prepared out of  i t ,  which yet must have i ts or ig inal  f rom MARS.

This 0i1 is easily joined with the Spirit of Mercury, and do soon

take up al I  metal l ine bodies,  bei-ng f i rst  prepared according to

the accor.mt given by me in my Keys.
I do not keep here any order of the Planets, and that justly,

not wi thout some reason; for  I  do fo l low their  generat ion,  that

is, the order and rank which I do follow because IENUS has much
Sulphur, she has been together with MARS, digested and ripened
sooner than any other Metals;  but  because they have had but l i t t le

help from the inconstant Mercury, being he had no room left him
to work harder, by reason of the superabr-mdant Sulphur, they could
not receive or obtain a mel iorat ion of  their  r :nf ixed bodies.  Now
will I discover a mystery to you, that GOLD, \ENUS and MARS, have
in them one and the sarne Sulphur r or:€ f incture , and the same Matter
of  their  Tincture,  which Matter of  the Tincture is a Spir i t ,  a
Mist ,  and Frme, as has be€n said before,  whi-ch has penetrated.,
and d.oes penetrate al-l bodies: If you can bring it into captivity,
and do actuate it with the spirit, which is for.md in the saLt of
MARS, artd then do jo in wi th the same the Spir i t  of  Mercury,  accord-
ing to their weight, and do separate them from aJ-J. impurity, that
they become sweet,  and sweet-smel1ing, wi thout any corrosive,  vou
have then a Medicine, to which nothing in the worrd. may be com-
pared; if you ferrnent this Medicine with the shining Sun, you have
made an ingress, which is penetrant to work and" to transmute all
Metals.

0 Eternal wisdom, what thanks must be rend.ered r,mto thee, for
these great myster ies,  which yet the chi ldren of  men do not regard
at all, and do scorre to enquire, and to learn what thou hast hidden
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j .n Nature. They see it with their eyes, and do not }ceow it; they

hold it in their hands, and do not comprehend it; they touch and

handle it, and do not larow what they have r or what they make,

because the inward part is concealed from them.

I wil l lastIy real.J-yr out of love to God, discover yet this r.mto

your that the root of the Philosophical Sulphr.r, which is an

heavenly Spirit, together with the root of the Spiritual Super-

natr.ral Mercury, and the principle of the Supernatr.ral SaIt, is
j-n one, and i.s for-md in one matter, out of which the Stone has

been before me, is made, and not in many things; although the

Mercury be d.rawn by itself by alJ- the Philosophers, and the Su1-

phur by itself, besides the SaJ-t apart. That so Mercury is found

in one, and the Sulphur in one, and the Salt in one. Notwith-
standing all this, I do teII Vour that this is to be r,mderstood

of their superfluity, which is fowrd most in every one, a-nd par-

tieulary i.n many ways may be used profitably, and prepared to a
Medicine and transmutation of Metals. But the Universal, 4s the
greatest treasure of terrestrial lcrowledge and wisdom, and of al. l
the three princioles, is one on1y thing, and is for.rnd in one only
thing, and drawn out of it, whieh can reduce all Metals into one
only thing, and i-s the true Spirit of Mercury, and the Soul of
Sulphur joined together with the Spiritual Salt, i-nclosed. wrdeir
one heaven, and dwelJ.ing in one body, and is the Dragon and the
Eagle, it is the King and the l ion, it is the Spirit and the body,
which must t inge the body of  Gold to be a Medicine, whereby i t  gets
abundant power to tinge others its consorts.

0 Blessed Med.ici-ne, granted by God thy Creator! 0 heavenly
Loadstone of that great attractive love! 0 bor-rntiful substance
of Metals, how great is thy powerr how wrsearehable i-s thy vi-rtue,
how stout is thy eonstancy? He is blessed upon Earth, that has
got a real krowledge of thy l ight, which the world takes no notice
of. He shaIl not suffer poverityr rro distemper shal1 touch him,
no disease shal1 do him any hurt, t i l l  to the prefixed time of
death, and to his last hour, which the King of Heaven has set
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and. pref ixed. I t  is  impossible for  a l l  the tongues of  Men to ex-

press and to declare the wisdom, which is la id in the t reasure of

this for.rrtain. A11 the Oratours must become dumb, and be brought

to confusion, nay be astonished and made uncapable of  speaking

anything, if they should behold and }crow the Supernatural Majesty'.

And I an arnazed myself, when I do think and consi.der, that I have

reveal-ed so many things; but I hope with my prayers to prevail

wi th God, that  he may not lay th is to my charge as a mortal  s in,

because I  have begun this work in his fear,  have obtained i t  by

his mercy,  and have revealed i t  to his glory and prai-se.

0 most Holy and ever last ing Tr in i ty,  I  do give unto thee both

with my heart  and mouth,  praise,  honour,  and glory,  for  that  thou

has revealed to me the great wisdom of the terrestr ia l  wor ld,  b€-

sides thy Div ine Word, whereby I  have got the lcrowl-edge of  thy

Almighty power, and SupernaturaL miracles, which men wil-l not

aclaeowledge. I  do most humbly beseech thee to grant unto me fur-

ther prudence and ]arowledge, to rnake use of their power and virtue

with perpetual  thanksgiv ing to thee, to the benef i t  of  my neigh-

bour,  and to my own welfare as wel l  Spir i tual  as Corporal .  That

so thy name may be praised, magnif ied,  and glor i f ied,  for  a l l  thy

creatures both in Heaven and on Earth, and my enemies may aclcrow-

ledge that thou art  a Lord fu l l  of  inf in i te wonders,  that  they

l ikewise once may repent and be converted, and not per ish in the

dar lceess of  fa lsehood. So help me and us al l -  God the Father,

God the Sonr and God the Holy Ghost,  exal ted above al l  in his
Throne, G1ory,  Power,  and Majesty;  whose wisdom has nei ther beg-

inni .ng nor end, and before whom al l  the Creatures,  heavenly,  terr-
estr ia l  and hel l ish,  wi th fear do shake and tremble,  b lessed and
praised for evermore, AIVIEN. O Seraphin, 0 Ch'erubin, how great
are thy wonders and works, look in mercy upon thy Servent, and

turn thy th ine anger f rom him, because he has revealed these things.
Concerning the generat i .on of  Copper,  the reader is moreover to

]crow and to observe, that  the Copper is generated out of  much
Bri-mstone, but i ts Mercury and Sal- t  are equal  in the same, for
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there is neither more nor less in quantity of one and the other to
be found. Now because the Brimstone does exceed i-n quantity the
Salt artd Mercury, there ari.ses from thence a great t inging red-

ness, whi .ch great redrress,  has so possessed the Metal ,  that  the

Mercury could not perfect  i ts  f i .xedness, that  a more f i -xed body
might have been produced out of it. You are further to lcrow, that

the for"m of VENUS body is of the same condition that a tree is of ,
which has and does yield abr,mdance of gumr 4s is the Pine and

Fir- t ree'  wi th other sorts of  t rees more, which gum is the Sulphur

of  the t ree, whieh dr ives out somet imes this gum at the s i -des of
it r by reason of its too great abundance, and because it cannot
harbour it alJ-. Such a tree now, that is t inged wi-th so much
fatness by Nature, and the ripening of the Elements, burrls and
takes fire inmediately; neither is it heaqy, and is never so dur-
abl-e as oak, and the l ike hardwood, which i-s solid and compact,
and has not i is  pores so openr zs that  sort  of  r ight  wood, that
the Brimstone might abr.mdantly reign in it. But therefore has
the 0ak-wood more Mercury, and a better saIt, than the pine or
Fir- t ree.

And such wood is never so much apt to swim upon the waterr a.s the
Fir- t ree is,  because i t  is  c1ose, sol id,  Errrd compact,  that  the
Air in it cannot bear it up. The same is to be r-md.erstood. of
Metals,  but  especial ly of  Gold,  which,  by reason of  i ts  much f ixed.
and wel l  r ipened qu5.ck-si Iver,  has a most sol id,  compact,  c lose,
f ixed, and invincible body, to which nei ther f i re or water,  nei- ther
air, nor any putrifaction of the Earth can do any hurt, because
i ts pores are elosed up, and the corrupt ing power of  the Elements
cannot in jure i . t .  which f ixednessrand sol id,  and compacr con-
junct ion do demonstrate i ts natural  ponderosi ty,  which is not to
be for.rnd or proved in other Metal"s, which may be di-scerned not
only by weighing it in a pair of scalesr but you wil l f ind" it
l ikewise, if you put but a scrtrpel of pure gold upon a hundred.
pound weight of quicksilver, it wilJ- falJ- presently to the bottom,
whereas all other ponderous Metals, 1aid. upon quick-silver swim

371.



upon it, and do not sink to the bottom, because their pores are
more largely extended, that the air or wind may pass through them
to bear them up.

tr\rrthermore, concerning the Spirit of \ENUS or Copper in Physic,
you are in fine to observe, that it is for.md very necessary and
wholesome in its virtue and efficacyc not only that Spirit which
lies in PRIMA ENTEr but that Spirit l ikewise which is for-md in
the last  matter:  I ts v i r tue,  power,  and operat ion is such, that
in r is ing of  the Mother i t  is  to be preferred before any Medici-ne
whatsoeveri as l ikewise against the fall ing sicheess particularly
there is nothing comparable to it. This Spirit has moreover re-
cei.ved a singular gift to dry up the dropsie. rt preserves the

blood from putrifaction, and does digest everythi-ng, that rnight
be agaS.nstr or be hurtful to the stomach. It breaks the stone,
of whose nature it is. Outwardly, it lays the for.mdation in wo.rrds
for the cure of them. The sore called long ago NOT,I ME TA}{GERE,
and any old ulcers,  be they never so deep rooted, i t  rays hold
upon their malignS-ty, and ushers in a gror,rr.d. for healing of them.
Outwardly i t  does pur i f ie,  and searches for the certain kernel ,
where the cure artd working Medicine may fasten, and have its beg-
inn5.ng. But inwardly it searches and penetrates throughlyrand
finds out any malignity in the body of Man. ft is l ike to the
noblest wound-drink; there is no imposthume, but it is cured by
1f

To sum up all, I do s"yr if you trave a special care of this
spirit of copper, it wil l work such wonders both inwardly and
outwardly, as wj-l1 be accounted of all incred.ible and Supernatural.
And thus much of the Spirit of Copper.

Lastly, and to conclude all, you are to }arow, that the spirit of
copper is a hot spirit, penetrant and searching, consrrming all
the bad hunours and phlegm, both i.n Men and Metals, and may be
justry aceounted the crown of Physic. rt is very fiery and pi_erc-
itg' incombusti-ble, Vet Spiritual- and without forrn; and therefore
is capable l ike a Spirit to further in particular the ignition,
digestion, and ripening of things wi-thout form.
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And if you are a trLre enquirer into Natures ARCAT{Arlet this Spirit

be recommended unto your it wiJ-l never forsake you in any nec-

cessi t ies,  or  wants ei- ther of  heal th or r iches, i f  you do exact ly

observe, and just ly administer i t .  I  am in hopes my requests

and d.esires wiJ.l once find place with, and be heard of many whieh'

make enqui.ry into Nature, and are very desirous to search after

and to learn i ts secrets.  Therefore they wi l l  whet their  senses'

open their eyes, and give leave to their ears, that such thi-ngs

may be learned out of thj-s relation of mine, that never were ob-

servedr ror rightly rrnderstood before, which are for-rnd in this

Spirit of Copper both inwardly and outwardly. He that wil l not

give heed to nor observe and r,rnderstand these writ ings of mine,

has not found out many mysteries, nor enquired with constartcy

and truth without me, neither learned or got any profitable lmow-

Iedge. Therefore no man can pass hls verdict  upon me, as touching

the Spirit of VENUS, except he has turned the Copper, arrd exactly

studied all- the secrets of its inward vi-rtue r 4s I have done. If
I can get the lceowledge of anything that is better, which I arn
as yet ignorant of ,  I  do most earnest ly beseech you, not to con-

ceal anything, and his doctrine shal-l be very well rewarded in a

thousand ways. And thus I  recommend you to the most high Creator.

Reason cannot always apprehend, that which VENUS can reach unto.
No thoughts can quickly find it out, and humane wit thrusts it
far from itself. Its Spirit alone wil l judge all, and the Mercury

wi l l  then co-operate wi th i t .

CHAPTER V.

0F TIIE GENm,ATI0N 0F MARS, ITS SPIRIT At{D. TINCTURE

MARS and \ENUS have one and the salne Spirit and Tincture, 4s

the GoId and o ther Metals have, though thi-s Spir i t  be for:nd in
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illflilil [i!El thst ftave a narural inelination for Mech*,'" *r;:,,".

{lflqillllil Iilh Unn n iha-nnrioil'
lltlllli't"

r i  r l  I
that mar:r a Tailer, another a Carver, attd so forth, manrl'old anO

every Metal ,  in some a greater,  in othersome in smal ler  quant i ty,
i t  is  r rndeniable,  and confessed of  a l l ,  that  there are divers
men' and divers opinions; although men in the beginning are made
out of  one First  Matter,  and. generated and born out of  one seed,
yet is there a manifold di f ference of  their  opinions, because t t re
operat i .on of  the stars has occasi .oned this,  arrd not wi thout a
cause; for  the inf luence of  the great wor ld works the other,  (narnely
the di f ference of  opinions) af ter  i tsel f  in the l i t t le wor ld. ;
because al l -  the opinions, Nature and thoughts together,  wi th the
whole complexion of Man, do derive their original only from the
inf luence of  the Stars of  Heaven, and do show themselves according
to the Planets and Stars, where nothing can withstand., nor obstruct
such an inf luence, because the generat ion of  their  perfect ion is
already perfor:ned and brought to a period or f inished. Eor exam-
ple, a man j.s naturally inclined to study, one has a mind for
Div in i ty,  another for  the study of  the Law, the th i rd for  physic,

the fourth wi l l  be a Phi losopher.  Besides al I  th is,  there are

innumerable. A11 this happens by the influence of the Stars,

whereby the inagination is strengthened Superrraturally, wherein

i t  resolves to cont inue. As we do f ind,  i f  a man has once taken

up a resolution in his mi-nd.r and laid a foundati-on upon it, that

no man is able to bring or keep him from it, that he should not

So obst inately stand upon i t ,  death only excepted, whi .ch at  last

c loses up al l .  The same is to be rrnderstood of  Chemists and A1-

chemi-sts,  which having got once into the Secrets of  Nature,  do

not intend to give them over so easi ly,  except they have more

exactly searched, Nature, and wholly absolved'.and finished the

stud.y thereof,  which yet is no easie matter.  Thus you are l ike-

wi-se to r-rnderstald of Metals, that accordi.ng as the infusion and

i-rnagination happens from above r so happens the fotm li-kewise;

although Metals are altogether called Metals, artd are indeed

) (+.



Metals, Vet as you have r-mderstood by the di-vers opinS.ons of men,

which are altogether men out of one matter, there may be manifold

and divers Metals, of which one has got an hot and dry, another

a cold and moist, another a mixed complexion and nature. There-

fore,  b€cause the Metal  of  MARS has before others been ordered

by a gross Salt in the greatest quantity in its degree, its body

is the hardest,  most inf1exi .b1e, strongest,  and coursest,  whi-ch

Nature has thus granted and appropriated to it.

It contains the least part of Mercury, a l itt le more it has of

Sulphur, but the greatest part of SaIt: And from this mixture is

sprung its corporeal being, and is thus born into the world, with

the help of  the Elements.  I ts Spir i t  is  in operat ion equal  to

other Spirits: But if the true and right Spirit of Iron can be

di.scerned, I do reaIly, and not r.mwisely tell yollr that one grain

of its Spirit or qui.ntessence, taken and admini-stered in Spirit

of  wine, comforts and strengthens a mans heart ,  mind, and courage,
so that no fear of  any of  h is enemies may be perceived: I t  st i rs

up a l ion l ike heart within him, and does inflame to begin and
consummate a fight with IENUS. If the conjr:nction of MARS and
vENUs does rightly happen i-n a certain constell-ation, they have
success, v ictory,  and conquest,  both in love and sorrow, in f ights
artd peace, and wiJ-l continue of one mind, though the whol-e world
should bear a spleen and enrnity against them.. But because I arn
an Ecclesj .ast ical  manr I  have subjected mysel f  to Spi . r i tual i ty,
and have reconmended my Soul to God, without enticing of humane
eoncupisence, and al}.rrements of the lust of the flesh, whi.ch
being unper:nitted, prepare a way to HeIl; but Gods eommand , f ear,
and perrni.sslon of the wil l of men, l icenced by his command, make
the way ready for Heaven, if they do perservere i-n the true worship
of, and the tnre l ively faith in the Throne of Grace, the Med.iator
and Intereessor Jesus christ orlr savior.rr, This spirit cures,
dispells and heal-s wonderfully all Martial di.stempers, as the
Dysentery or Bloody-f1ux, the courses of  women, whi te and red,
any loosness and open sores in the Iegs, bones, and whole body,



together with aJ-J- such di.stempers both inward and outward, by what

name soever they may be ealledr 4s are occasioned by bloody-IVIARS,
the names whereof I  sha1l  forbear to reci te,  because these dis-
tempers and d.iseases, which are sub ject to MARS and rrnder his
jurisd.ictionr are confessed by and lceown to experieneed and ski.l l-:

ful physicans. This Spirit of Iron being rightly discerned and

lmown, has a secret affinity wi.th the Spirit of Copper, that they

may be so joined together, that there rises one onJ.y matter from

them, of  one and the saJne operat ion,  form, substance, and being,

whi.ch wiJ-l cure and relieve the same distempers, and transmute

the particularj-t ies of Metals with profi-t and honour. But Iron
together with its virtue ought properly to be considered in the
marlner following, that it has a terrestrial body only in its cor-
poreal  form, which body rnay be used to a great many things, to al ter
the bIood, to outward wounds, to a graduation of Silver, and in-
wardly to the constipation of the body; which yet is not always
beneficial to use, neither i-n a mans body inwardly and outwardly,
nor yet as concerni.ng Meta1s. Because there i-s no great advantage
to be made PER SE without the ]orown right means, which do belong
to Natures Secret  I teowledge.

I must remember one thing more, that the Lodestone and the true
Iron are al:nost of one and the same use in bodily distempers, and.'
are almost of one and the same Natrrre, even as it is accord.ing to
a Divi.ne, spiritual, and Elementi.al sense, betwirt the body, its
Sou1, and the Chaos r out of which the Sou]- and Spirit are gone,
the body is fbamed last of al-l out of that composition. What shall
we do nowr the ignorant and rude wilJ- not apprehend it, those as
understand something wil l take notice of my wri.t ings, and those
Nature surpassing wits wilJ- find fault.

Here r d.o want some advice, for r would fain find. out a way , ..
that all these nighty wise men might continue my fri-ends: Vlhich
r shal1 declare to you thus, that, because the argr-unent itself
does declare and pronounce the sentence and conclusion, there the
resolution remains open, and cannot come fr,rther lmder any judge-
nent of  the mi.nd, but must be declared.,  resolved, retained, and
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Finally, obsetrue this in this Chapter, that no House-keeping carr

be rightly and Constantly performed betwixt a rnarried couple, where

one party wil l turn and drive the Chariot towards the East, the

other toward.s the West r For they possible cannot draw after this

fashion, the sai-d Char iot  in an equal  poise,  whence there ar ises

a great dissension and hinderance to obtain that which they imag-

ined. But if such married persons do intend to govern their house

we1J-, they nust be of one Spiritr orr€ opini.onr otr€ mind, and vir-

tue to perform and to act aIlr that is in their hearts and minds

to work one with the other,  i f  so be their  love and fai thfulness

is perfect .  For want of  one of  these parts,  the three pr i -nciples

are not r ight ly together.  For Mercury is fuI l  of  cowardise,  and

too l i t t ler  4s concerning constancy and f ixedness. Sulphur is

too l i t t1e,  i t  cannot heat the body of  love, i t  being too much
quinched. And the SaJ-t has not its due, f it, and natural kind

nei ther,  but  is  too hard,  and too much, and therefore is the cause

of a hard coagulat ion,  is  sharp and fret t ing,  and does not show

itsel f  by f idel i ty and constancy. This is the course of  th is
world,  and the wor ld is big of  th is v ice,  for  there is but l i t t le
constancy, sma1l 1ove, and less f idel i ty.  Thj-s Phi losophical
example,  I  hope, wi l l  not  be misconst:rred, because SYRACH extol l -s

and dispraises the faithfullness and malice of a false woman,
and both i-n a different manner. With this I bid MARS farewell,
beeause no marr lceows to distinguish things of one and the same
nature, much less such as are of a different, but he that has thus
observed them, and has made a strict enquireing into their nature
artd properties, and by such accurate enquires has forurd them out
and learned them. God the Father of Heaven, and the everlasting
power, which yet-was from the begi-ruring, separate us in such a
manner' that thj-s terrestrial and cornrptibJ-e body may attaS-n wrto,
receive and comprehend the heavenly, Spiri-tual, and Incorruptible
clar i f icat ion.

rf you cannot discern and lceow rron by itself, give it a help-
meet for  i t .  Judge then, and you wirr  d iscover i ts power.
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C}IAPTER VI.

OF THE SPIRIT OF GOI,D.

The brightness of Heaven has now commanded me to change my pen,

to discover a th ing of  for t i tude and of  constancy, because the

Srue is a br.rni-ng consuming fire r hot and dry, wherein there is a

true power of all natural things, which power of the Sr.m works

wisdom, r iches, and heal th.  My heart  is  seized upon by sorrow,

and my Spirit within itself becomes astonished, to manifest and

to bring to light such things r a's have not been di-scovered and

conmonly laid open before me, and to reveal that which has been

bur ied in the depth wi th the very great secrecy.  Notwithstanding,

i f  I  do go into mysel f ,  and examine my conscience, I  could not
find any other alteration to turn my mind, and to bring i-t upon
some other design, which might obstruct my former resolutionr but
I shal1 speak with d.iscretion, and write with prudence, that no
eviJ- may be occasi.oned by it, but rather some grateful good ob-
tained' which I have deli.vered in the same mannerr a's other Philo-
sophers have done before ne. Observe we11, and having fixed your
thoughts, put aside all these strange things, which are not ser-
v iceable to your speculat ion of  Phi losophyr but rather do d.estroy
that advantage, which you have so earnestly sought for. Iteow

then, that if you do earr:estly long for, and hearti ly desi.re to
get this golden Load-stone, your prayers first of all must be
r ight ly made to God, in t rue lcrowledge, contr i t ion,  sorrow, and
true hunil ity, for to ]crow and to learn the three different worlds,
wherein the immortal  SouJ- keeps i ts seat and residence, besid.es
its f irst original, and is by Gods ereation the first moving
sensibi l i ty ,  or  the f i rst  moving sensible Sou1, which of  a super-
natural being has wrought a natural l i fet and this Soul, and this
Spirit, is the root, and the first for.rntain, and. the first creature
existing in the l ife of anything, and the pRTMUM MoBrrE, which
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has been controverted so much by learned and very wise i l l€n.

Furthermore, observe l ikewise the second Celest ia l -  Wor1d, and take
very good not ice of  i t ,  for  therei-n do reign the Planets,  and al- I

heavenly Stars have their course, virtue, and power in this heaven,

and do perform therein their service by their Spirit, both Mineral-s

and Metals.

Out of  these two worlds ar ises another di f ferent wor ld,  wherei-n

is found and comprehended, what the other two worlds have vrrought

and produced, out of  the f i rst  Supercelest ia l  World is der ived

the for-mtain of  l i fe,  and of  the Soul :  From the second Celest ia l

World does spr ing the l ight  of  the Spir i t ;  fna f rom the third,

the Elemental  Worldr com€s the invincible,  heavenly,  yet  sensi-bl-e

f i re,  by which is digested and is r ipened that which is compre-

hended. These three matters ared substances do generate and br ing

forth the forrn of  Metals,  anongst which Gold has the pre-eminency,

because the Siderial and Elemental- operation has melLowed and

ripeqed the Mercurity in this Metal the more substantially, to a

suffici-ent and perfeet maturity. And as the seeds of a man does

fal l  into the womb, and touches the MENSTRUUM, which is i ts earth,

but the seed, which goes out of  the Man into the Woman, is vrrought

in both the Stars and Elements, that it may be r.mited and nourished
by the Earth to a generation: So you are l ikewi-se to r.rnderstand,
that the Soul  of  Metals,  which is conceived by a-rr  unperceiveable,
i -nvis ib le,  incomprehensible,  abstruse, and Supernatural  Ce1est ia l
coluposition, as out of Water and Air, whi.ch are forrned out of the
Chaos, and then further digested and ripened by that heavenly
E1emental l ight and fire of the Sun, whereby the Stars do move
the Powers, when its heat in the inward parts of the Earth, as in
the womb is perceived: For by the war:ning property of the Stars

above, the Eaftfr is unlocked and opened, that the infused Spirit

of the sane may yield food and nourishment, and be enabled to
generate something, as Metals,  Herbs,  Trees, and Beasts,  where
every one particularly brJ-ngs with it i ts seed for a further mu1-

tiplication and augmentation. And as the conception of a man is
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Spiritual and heavenly, whose Soul aha Spirit by nourishment of

the Earth in the mothers womb' are forrnally brought up to a per-

fect ion:  So l ikewise i t  is  to be observed. ald r .mderstood in every

particular of Metals and Minerals. But this is the true Secret of

Gold, vi-l., to instnrct and. teach you by an exarnple and sil i l i tudd'

whereby the possibi l i ty  of  Nature,  and i ts mystery is to be found

in the marrner following. It is probably true, that the heavenly

light of the Sun is of a fiery property, artd of a fiery bej-ng,

which the nost high God, as Creator of Heaven and Earth has granted

to it, through an heavenly, constant, and fixed Sulphureous Spiritt

for  the preservat ion of  i ts  substance, form, artd body; which creat-

ure by reason of  i ts  swif t  mot ion and course, through i ts swif tness

is inflanred, and set on fire by the air; which inflamation wil l

never be ext inguishedr BS long as the mot ion does 1ast,  and the

whole created vis ib le wor ld does cont inue and endure,  nor in the

least diminj-shed in i ts power:  Because there is no combust ib le

matter exstant, wh5.ch might be given to it, whose consumpti.on
mi-ght cause the d.ecay of that great l ight of Heaven. So is Gold
by the super i ,or  of  i ts  Essence thus digested and r ipened, and j -s

become of such a f ixed invincible nature,  that  nothing at  a l l  can
hurt  i t ;  because the upper f ixed Stars have penetrated. the lower,
that the lower fixed stars, by reason of the i-nfusion and grant
of  the upper,  need not to gi .ve place to their  equal ;  because the
lower has received and obtained such a constant f ixedness from the
upper. This now is very well to be noted and observed.r 8s con-
cerreing the first matter of Go1d.

f must alledge yet another simil itude accord.ing to the manner of
Phi losophersr of  the great l ight  of  Heaven, and of  that  smal1 f i re,
whi-ch being terrestrial is here ki.ndled every day, and. is mad.e to
burn before our eyes. Because that great l ight has a magnetical
l ikeness, and an attractive loving power with that smarl f ire
here upon earth, which yet is without form and imparpable, and
found only spir i tual ,  invis ib le,  insensible,  and. incomprehensible.

It is remarkable r BS it is proved and d.emonstrated. bv exneri Fn .-F
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that that great light of heaven has a great love for, and. bears an
affection and incli.nation to the 1itt le f ire, which is terrestrial,
by reason of the spiritual Air, whereby both are agi.tated., and
presenred from their utter ruin and destrrrction. For d.o but con-
sider r ?s soon as the Air, through great moistr.re or hurnidity , .

which it has attraeted and taken in, conceives any corrtrption,
that so through mists, and further coagulati.on and conjr.rrction,
clouds are generated, the beams of the Sun are hj.ndered and ob-
structedr that the Stm cannot obtain its reflexion, nor have its
due penetrating and searching powerc So likewise this l i tt le terr-
estrial f ire d.oes never burn so clear in dark, cloudy, and rainy
weatherr  nei ther does i t  show i tsel f  wi th that  g ladness in i ts
operation, as when the aj-r j-s fair, pure , clear , and unmixed, and

heavenly.
The cause is th is,  for  through the obstacle of  the moist  a i r ,

the love is hindered and obstructed, that the attractive power
growing sad, cannot exercise i ts perfect  love and operat ion,  as

i t  ought to do, for  the contrary element,  the aquosi ty,  causes
this obstruction. As now the Sun, that heavenly great l ightr has

a special commrrnj-on and love with the small terrestrial f ire, to

attract after a magneti-cal man-ner: So likewise has the Sun and

gold a special correspondency, and a peculiar attractive power

and love together, because the Sr-m has wrought the GoId through

the three pr inciples,  have their  tode-stone, which is nearest  of

all nelated. to the Sunr and has attained. to the h5-ghest degree,

so that the three P:rinciples are for.md most mighty and powerful

in the sems. Next to i t  is  Gold in i ts corporeal  forrn,  because

it is frarned. out of the three Principles, but has its original

and begirTning from the heavenly and golden Load-stones. This is

the greatest wisd.om beyond. al1 wisdom nay, a wi-sd'om beyond' all

humape reason and r:nderstand.ing. For by this wi.sdom is first of

all apprehend.ed the Creation, the heavenly Essence , the operation

of the fir"rnarnent, the Spiritual imagination, and corporeal being'

and. d.oes comprehend all the qualit ies and properti-es, and whatsoever
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d.oes maintain and preserve a man. In this golden Loadstone is
and lies burj.ed. the dissolution and openi.ng of all the Minerals

artd Metals, thei.r goverunent, as also their matter of the first
generation, and. their powerr &s touching health. Moreover the

coagulation and fixation of Metals, together with the operation
to cure alJ.  d iseases. Take a special  care of  th is Key, for  i t  is
heavenly, Sideral, and elemental, out of which the terrestrial
is generated. It is Supernatural and Natural together, and is born
out of the Spirit of Mercury, heavenly; out of the Spirit of Sul-
phur, Spiritual; but out of the Spirit of Salt, corporeal. This
is the whole way, and the whole substance, the beginning, and
the end.. For the Spirit and body are so hirit together in one
by the Sou1, that they can never be separated, but do generate a
most perfect and fixed body, which can receive no hurt.

Out of  th is Spir i tual  Essence, and out of  th is Spir i tual  matter,
out of which the Gold first of all is mad,e corporeal into one
body'  is  the Potable Gold more substant ia l ly  to be made, then out
of  GoId i tsel f ,  which rnust be made Spir i tual ,  before the Potable
GoId can be prepared out of it. T}ris Spirit cures l ikewise the
Lepros5-e,  the French-pox, as being a Superf ixed Mercur ia l  Essence,
drys up ar:.d eonsumes the Dropsie, and arl rurtr:. ing open sores, which
have affleeted a long time, comforts the Heart and brain, stren-
gthens the memory, breeds good b1ood, and causes gladness and
desire, and naturar inticement to carrral copulation. rf you mix
the Qui.ntessence of Pearls with the Tincture of coral-s,and d.o
a&ninister and join them with i t, the sarne quantity of this Spirit-
ual Essence of Gold, the quantity of two grainsr you may assure
yourself, and boldly rely upon it, that no natural d.istemper can
trouble Vour or do you any hr.rt to endanger your health. Because
the nature of the spirit of Gold is to change and alter al_1 in-
fS.rrnit ies, to take them away, and to cure them, that so the body
may become perfect without any d.istemper. The Quintessence of
Pear1s does comfort the heart, strengthening the memory a3d senses.
The Tinctr . re of  Corals dispel ls al l  poison together wi th the evi l
Spirits, which do abhor that which is good..
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Thus can the soul of Gold reduced into waterr the spiritual
essence of Pearls, and the sulphr.rr of corals r.mited in one do
such things, whi-eh to Natr.re seem otherwise incred.ible. But be-
cause experience does confi.rrn the infa]-lible truth, it is then
deservedry a cordial in this mortal l i fe, and is justry, by reasoh
of its wonderful effects, preferred. before aLL the cord,ials, by
what names soever they may be called.. r a.In a spiritual man, sub-
ject to the Ecclesiastical state, and engaged. by a spiritual and
Divine Oath to the 0rd.er of the Benedict, whereby through my devout
prayers I d'o receive great and precious promises of the Word of
Godr to the comfort of my Soul: But in corporeal afflections of
my infirmityr 3s well as of my breathren, r have not for,md nor
used. a greater cordial by Gods blessi.ng, than this composition
of the three things aforesaid. God grant, and. i.ncrease this power
and virtue to the end of this temporal world., which men exchange
for death. 0 thou golden power of that soul of thine! o thou
golden und.erstand.ing of thy Spiritg 0 thou gold.en operation of
thy body! God. the Creator preserve thee, and. grant to aJ.J. terr-

estrial creatures which love and honour him, the true lceowledge
nf a ' l ' l  h is oi , f ts,  that  h is wi l l  may be done in Heaven, a31d on

Earth. And thus much may suffice for the present for the dj-s-

covery of the Spirit of Go1d, ti l l  the coming again of ELIAS.

To this I wil l. add. yet this short process. Take Spirit of Salt '

and with it extract the Sulphur of GoId.. Separate the Oit of

Salt from it, and. rectif ie the Sulphur of Gold with Spirit of

wine, that it rnay become pleasant, without any eorrosiveness.

Then take the tlrre 0i1 of vitriol, made out of the vitriol of

Yerd.igreese, dissolve it in iron; Make again a Vitriol out of

it, and dissolve it again into an 0i1 or spirit, which rectlf ie

li.kewise as before, with Spirit of wine.

Put them together, artd. draw off the Spirit of wine from thence '

Dissolve the matter, which remains dry behind, in the Spirit of

Mercurnr, in a due proportion or weight. circulate and coagulate it '

When it becomes eonstant and fixed without rising any moreI Vou

have then, if you ferment it with prepared Gold, a Medicine to

t inge both Men and Metals.  
.o"
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CHAPTER, VII.

OF THE TINCTURE OF SILVER.

The Tincture and Spir i t  of  Si . l -ver is of  a sky-colour,  otherwise
i t  is  a water i .sh spir i t ,  cold and moist ,  and not so hot in d.egree ,
as the spir i t  which is for :nd in Gold,  r ronr or copper;  therefore
is Si lver more phlegmatic than f iery,  a l though i t  has been reduced
by f i re out of  i ts  water ish substance unto coagulat ion.  In what
marlner Metals do obtain their t inging Spirits and coagulation; in
the same manner have the stones l ikewise received their  hardness,
f ixedness, and r incture r  4S by one and the same inf luence. rn a
Diamond is found a f ixed and coagulated Mercury,  therefore th is
stone is harder and more f ixed than other stones, and is not to
be broken as they are.  fn a Ruby is found the Tincture of  l ron,
or the Sulphur of  f ron.  In an Emeral-d the Tincture of  Copper,

in a Granate the Soul  of  Lead. In Pew-ter the Tincture which is
found in the stone cal led Topaz. Crystal  is  at t r ibuted to conmon
Mercury. And in a Saphire is found the Tincture and Sulphur of
Si lvert  yet  everythi-ng in part icular,  according to i ts nature
and. kind; a:rd in Metals l ikewise according to their form and kind.
And when the blue colour is separated and taken away from the

Saphire,  then is i ts garment gone, artd i ts body is whi te l ike a

Diamond. Thus when GoId has lost  i ts  Soul ,  i t  y ie lds then a whi te

body, and a f ixed white body of  Gold,  which is cal led LUNA FIXA

by the searehj-ng students artd novices of this Art.

What has been said concerni-ng the stone cal led Saphire,  for

your instruction, you may apply to the better lmowledge of the

n&ture of Metals. For this blue Spirit is the Sulphur and Soul'

r as weII in the Earth' as above

r Tincture of Silver ' 
upon white

that one thing and creature I

ewise is fourrd '



You most eminent orators,  where is here your rhetor ic to declare
this mystery? And you reputed enquirers into Natures secrets,
what i.s beeome of your writ ings and lcrowledge? You physici-ans

l ikewise, where is your opinion and judgement gone? Perhaps beyond
seas, to fetch something from the remote places, wherewith you may
cure the Dropsie,  and other }-mary distempers.  You wi l l  say,  my

speech i .s too dark for  you: I f  so,  k indle then that terrestr ia l -

f i re,  and search and be not ashamed, to make fr iendship wi th Vul--

carLi let no painstaking discourage youc and you wil l f ind by the
permission of  the EternaL God, that  the Spir i t  of  Si l -ver al l  aLone
contaj .ns that ,  which wi l l  perfect ly cure and dispel l  the Dropsie:
Even as the Spir i t  of  Gold,  and of  Mercury,  can radi .cal ly,  cure
the Consr.mpt ion,  so thai  even the center i tsel f  of  the said dis-
temper may not be fowrd.

But that  Si lver is not so provided in i ts degree with a hot
substartce and qual i ty,  in the veins of  the Earth,  but  is subjected
to a water ish k ind; th is faul t  is  to be la id upon the great r ight
of  heaven, which by reason of  i ts  water ish inf luence has pJ-anted
this qual i ty into the second creature and into the secono planet
of  the Earthr 4s r :nto Si lver.  And though Si lver does carry wi th
i t  a f ixed Mereuryr or f ixed Qui.ck-si1ver,  which is born in i - t :
Nevertheless it wants the hot f ixel Sulphur, which might have
exactly dryed up and consumed the phlegm, which is the cause it
has not obtained a compact body, except it be done afterwards by
Art  of  the lesser wor ld.  And because the body is not sol id and

compact,  by reason of  i ts  water ish substance, hence are i ts pores

not wel l  stopped up, nor consol idated, that  i t  might have a due
ponderosi ty,  and endure a f ight  wi th i ts enemi-es.  Which vir tues

ought altogether to be forrnd in GoId, if so be it must conquer
aJ-1 its foes, and endure all the trials without faul-t. A11 things

are hard and difficuLt in the begi-nning, but when they are brought
to a per iod,  they are easie to be r-mderstood and comprehended.

If you d.o rightly observe and learn to ]arow the Spirit and Soul

of  Si lver,  you wi l l  easi ly apprehend the nain work,  how they must
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yield the end of  their  usefulness. Therefore I  wi l l  propose r .mto
you an example, and instmct you by a corrntry rul-e, what you are
to apprehend and to consider from childrens pIay, to things of
great concernment, that you may advantagiously enquire into , and

meditate upon them, vLz. ,  a common countr l rman sows l inseed upon a,

wel l  dunged.,  and wel l  t i l led gfound, which l inseed comes forth

out of  the earth af ter  i ts putrefaet ion,  by the operat ion and

furtherance of  the Elements,  and lays before our eyes a matter

of  f lax together wi th i ts seed, which i t  br ings increased with i t ,

which f lax is plucked of f  and separated from i ts seed. This f lax

canrtot be used, nor prepared with any profit for any work, except

i t  be f l rst  of  a l l  putref ied through water,  by whi-ch putrefact ion

the body unlocks i tsel f ,  and gains an ingress of  i ts  usefulness.
After th is putrefact ion and unlocking is performed, the f lax is
dried again by the air and the sun, and through the coagulation
reduced and brought again to a formal being, that it may further

serve for work.  This prepared f lax is washed, beaten, broken,
and swinged, last of all heckled, that the PURUIVI AB IMPURO, the
cleart from the r,melea-n, the gross from that whieh is subti l may
be separated, which otherwise is impossible to be done and per-
formed'  except the aforesaid preparat ion go before.  Af terwards
they spin th is f1ax,  and i t  becomes yarn.  This yarn is boi led
in water upon the f i rer  or  la id into lees and placed by the f i re,
whereby a new pr,rif ication happens, that so the impurity and super-
fluous uncleanness may be further severed and separated. After
the yarn is r ight ly washed and cleansed, i t  is  dr ied,  and carr ied.
to a weaver,  and cloth made of  i t ;  whi-ch c loth by of ten wett ing
with water is c lar i f ied and whitened, cut  in pieces by Taylors,
and other people,  and used according to every house-keepers nec-
essi . ty.  And af ter  such l inen cloth is torre and worn to pieces,
and as i t  were redueed to nothing, then are the old rags picked,
and gathered, a4d carr j .ed to a paper-mi l I ,  where the Master makes
paper out of thenr which may likewise be used for several thi.ngs.
This paper being la id upon some Metal  or  G1ass, and then l ighted



and burnt ,  the vegetable Mercury goes then out of  the paper into
the Air ,  and f lys away. The sart  remains in the ashes, and the
burning sulphur, that which is not so quickly consumed in the burn-
i tg,  is  resolved into an Oir ,  which is an excel lent  Medicine for
dark and bad eyes. This resolved 0i1 has in it an extraordinary
fatness, which the matter of  the paper has carr ied wi th i t  f rom
the beginning of  i ts  f i rst  seed of  f lax:  And thus the 1ast matter
of  f laxr ds paper,  is  again resolved into the f i rst  matterr  4s
the fat  sulphureous oleosi ty of  the Linseed, together wi th a sep-
arat i .on of  i ts  Mercury and sal t ;  that  so out of  the last ,  the
f i rst  as the foundat ion,  is  made mani. fest ,  and out of  the f i rst
the virtue and operation is lcrown a'd. learned.

Though this argument be rude and. gross, yet wil l you rearn by
i t  th ings secret  and subt i l .  For that  which is subt i l ,  must be
infused under gross examples into ignorant people:  For they are
to learn,  to put of f  that  whj-ch is gross,  and to take in that
which is subt i l .  Thus you are l ikewi-se to understand.,  that  the
f i rst  matter of  Metals must be observed, studi-ed, and found out,
through the discovery of  their  last  matter,  whi .ch last  matter,  3s

there are the absolute and perfect  Metals,  must be div ided and

separated, that  i t  may appear al together naked to a mans eyes,

and then there may be learned & lcnown by such a division 
' 

what

the f i rst  matter has been in the beginning, out of  which the last

is mad.e.
Thus much concerni-ng Silver. I had several things yet to mention,

but I  wi l l  leave them for another t ime: Most heart i ly  beseeching

VoUr and exhort ing you upon your eonscience, that  you wi- l l  observe

aI1 these things which I  have diseovered unto Vou, and al l  these

letters which are comprehend.ed betwixt AIPHA and QMEGA, and care-

fu1ly keep all rny sayings and writ ings, that you may nc 5 crave

pard.on for your si-ns, and suffer everlasti-ng vengence to eternity'

Lastly, I d,o impart this yet qnto you. Take the sky-coloured

Sulphur of  Si lver,  which has been extracted out of  Si lver '  and

r cnt i f ier l  lv  Spir i t  of  wi-ne. Dissolve i t  according to i ts weight
!  vv v4rAvg vJ
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in the whi te Spir i t  of  Vi t r io l rand in the sweet scented Spir i t

of  Mercury,  and coagulate them together through a f ixat ion of

f i re,  and you wi l l  get  the possession of  the whi te l incture,  and

its Medicine. But if you lmow the PRIMIIM MOBILE, it is then need-

less,  because you may br ing the work to perfect ion out of  one.

CHAPTER VIII.

OF THE SOUI OR T]NCTURE OF PEWTER

The benign JUPIIER is almost of a middle nature amongst all the
Metals.  He is nei ther too hot,  nor yet  too cold,  not  too warm,

nor too moist .  He has not too much Mercury,  nor yet  of  Sal t ,  and

of Sulphur there is least  of  a l l -  in him. Pewter is found white
in i ts colourt  yet  of  these three pr inciples one does exceed the
otherr  ES i t  has been clear ly dj .scovered in i ts div is ion,  accord-
to the t rue enquiry into natures secrets.  Out of  th is composi t ion
and mixture of  the three pr inciples,  is  generated, and wrought,
and coagulated into a Metal-, and brought to a maturity of per-
fect ion'  JUPITER a God of  peace, a bount i fuL Governor,  and a Lord
and Pr ince of  the middl-e regionr 4s concerning his estate,  essence,
profession, v i r tue,  forrn and substance; for  he keeps the mean,
and there can hardly happen'any di.stemper, where JUPITER may do
any extraordinary hurt ,  i f  h is Medicine be sober ly used in not too
great a quant i ty.  r t  is  l ikewise reputed needless,  where his
Medj.c ine is not required, to administer i t r  not  being cal l -ed for ,
to strange things; but is just ly reserved for these where the
body and distemper have a s imi l i tude of  l ikeness with the upper
stars,  and their  help in v i r tue,  power,  and operat ion,  and so
agree together in their conjr.rnction, that there rnay not be found
any contrar iety,  nei ther in the operat ion,  nor in the operat ing
nature. The spirit of JUPTTER is found such; that it may in no
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wi 'se be spar€d in the generat ion of  Metals,  as l ikewj-se no Spir i t
of  any Metals may be put by,  because they must needs concord.  and
ag?ee from the lowest to the highest d.egree, i f  there shal l  fo l low
a perfect  metal  in the earth,  and l ikewise in the l i t t le wor ld.
by transmutation and augmentation. This is now to be r,md.erstood
thus'  that  a l l  degrees, f rom the lowest Metal  to the Highest in
perfect ion,  must be gone throughi  as l ikewise the Metals must
perform their  course from the very 1ead. to Gold,  bv reason of  the
fixedness of the tincture and bod.y, notwi.thstand.ing that SATURN
keeps the chiefest  p lace in the highest region, wherein the ASTRA
do reign, artd the Stars do perform their motion. The generati-on
of PEWTER in and above the Earth, is brought to l ight after the
following marrner. As a man, and other beasts are first brought
up and fed with the mi lk of  their  mother,  and there is no meat
to be found upon the face of the Earth, more conveni-ent and fit
for the bringing up of men than milk; for their melioration is for

the most part by an ani-mal Sulphur, which yields the nourishment.

Thus l ikewise is PEWTER fed. and brought up by its metall i-ne Sul-

phur, whi.ch is most agreeable to it, and sucks in more warmth and

heat than Saturn,  and therefore is Jupi ter  the more digested and

roasted.,  whereby also his body becomes more constart t  and f ixed in

the d.egree of  Sal t .

JUPITER orders that his Lordship and Domini-ons may be well gover-

ned., and. justice be rightly adrninistered to eve.ryone in his Court

of -Jud.icature. The Spirit of JUPITER does protect and preserve

fron a1l distempers and d.iseases incid.ent and hurtful to the Liver.

I ts Spir i t  is  natural lyr  4s for  i ts taste,  l ike unto honey. I ts

Mercury being made volat ! - Ie,  does get a venomous qual i ty,  for  i t

purges vehemently, and. penetrates with violence. Therefore it is

not always good., that its r.mlocked' Quick-silver should be thus

simply used. by i tsel f ;  but  i f  a correct ion goes before'  i t  may be

very well used with exceed.ing great usefulness in those di'stempers

a1d. diseases, which are inmed' iately subject  to his inf luence; that

is to S&y, when you have taken away from CEDEKIEI its venemous
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wise be spardd in the generat ion of  Metalsr  4s l ikewise no Spir i t

of any Metals may be put by, because they must need.s concord and
agree from the lowest to the highest degree, i f  there shal l  fo l low

a perfect  metal  in the earth,  and l ikewise in the l i t t le wor ld

by transmutation and augmentation. This is now to be r.mderstood

thus, that  a l l  degrees, f rom the lowest Metal  to the Highest in
perfect ion,  must be gone throughi  as l ikewise the Metals must
perform their  course from the very lead to GoId,  bV reason of  the

fixedness of the tj-ncture and body, notwithstanding that SATURN

keeps the chiefest  p lace in the highest region, whereS-n the ASTRA

do reign, artd the Stars do perform their motion. The generation

of PEWTER in and above the Earth, is brought to l ight after the
following marrner. As a man, and other beasts are first brought
up and fed with the milk of their mother, and there i-s no meat
to be for,rnd upon the face of the Earth, more convenient and fit
for the bringing up of men than milk; for their melioration i-s for
the most part by an animal Sulphur, whi.ch yields the nourishment.
Thus l ikewise is PEWTER fed and brought up by its metall ine Sul-
phur, which is most agreeable to it, and sucks in more warmth and
heat than Saturn,  and therefore is Jupi ter  the more digested and
roasted, whereby also his body becomes more constant and f ixed in
the degree of  Sal t .

JUPITER orders that his Lordship and Domini-ons may be well- gover-
ned, and justice be rightly adrninistered to eve.ryone in his Court
of -Judicature. The Spirit of JUPITER does proteet and preserve
from aLl distempers and diseases incident and hurtful to the Liver.
r ts spir i t  is  natural lyr  ?s for  i ts taste,  l ike r ,mto honey. r ts
Mercury being made volat i le,  does get a venomous qual i ty,  for  i t
purges vehement ly,  and penetrates wi th v io lence. Therefore i t  is
not always good, that its trnlocked euick-silver should be thus
simply used by i tsel f ;  but  i f  a correct ion goes before,  i t  may be
very wel l  used with exceeding great usefulness in those distempers
and diseases, which are immediately subject  to his inf luence; that
is to s&Y, when you have taken away from CEDEKIEI its venemous
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volat i - l i ty ,  and i t  is  p laced into a better and more f ixed estate,

which does resist  poison.

This descr ipt ion wi l l  t ranscend the capaci ty of  a conmon phy-

sic j .an,  because this Art  and Science does not consist  in bare words,

but comes by experience: In word.s has a common physician his end

and for.rndation; but the preparation of our Medicine does begin
with words, but its fouedation i.s in a certain trial to be made
by experience, which forrndation is laid upon a hard rock by manual

operat ion,  but the other upon a shaking reed, and meer dand;
therefore that which is f irm and r.mruoveable, made by the hands

of Nature,  is  just ly preferred before bare words, which do f low
from an inconstant fantastic speculation, because the worl<nanship

commends always its master.
I  do not speak now after my poet ical  manurer,  nor do I  vrr i te in

that sty ler  which I  have used in discovery of  that  miraculous
nativity of the seven planets in my OCCIILTA PHILOSOPHIA; neither
do I  make use of  a magical  or  cabi l l is t ical  manner;  much less do

I observe the method of  these, which have industr iously studied

and learned the secret ,  h idden, and supernatural  Artsr  4s there

are IIYDRoMAI\TIA, AERoMANTIA, GEoMANTIA, PYRoMANTIA, NIGRoMAI\TIA,
and the l ike:  But my purpose and intent ion for  the present is to
discover the Secrets of  Nature,  that  the lovers of  Art ,  and chi ld-
ren of  th is searching and desired wi.sdomr rn4y, by the blessing,
mercy,  and petmission of  God, apprehend, observe, and study them,

and after dil igent observation may learn and. keep some useful-

things r a's well concerrei-ng the generation of Metals in two parts ,

in the greater and lesser wor ldr  dS also the t rue Medicine'  which

these metallic and mineral forrns do contain in their inward parts 
'

which are apprehended and demonstrated by diViding, that their

first beginning is n,otori-ously manifested' in three several things '

Then is Nature uncovered., artd the secret parts are laid" open by

putt ingoff the' temporalc loths,arrd.al l i tssecretv i r tue'power '

and oBeration discovered. for the good and health of Mankind'

Mv persecutors and. unskillful physicians witl sav, you speak much
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of Geese, and I do not lmow the Dlcks yet; who lcrows whether every-

thing be true' which you have set down for tnrth in your wri.t ings.
I wil l stick to the things I have experience of, and which are
praetised by ny fellow physicians; thus shal1 I continue r.mdeciev-

ed, and I do assured.ly lcrowr that I need not take arry pains for tb
learn novel t ies.  He that is of  such a resolut ion,  wi l l  certainly

abide with his Drcks,  and never deserve roasted Geese, to learn
the Secrets of  Nature.

But I do sincerly eonfess, and call the most High Trinity to
witness, wrder the loss of  the noblest  Spir i tual  Jewe1, that  what-
soever I have written, and shaIl yet write here, is truth, and
will be for.rnd to be nothing else but the trrrth. But that every
understanding, and every common ma.rr, but especially those that
are haters and persecutors of  these Secrets,  do not r-mderstand
ny wri t ings so wel l  and so clear1y,  th is,  I  say,  I  cannot help.

Pray you to God for his grace, and you perseeutors ask him for-
giveness, work cheerfully, and use your reason when you read., and
there wil l be no secret so abstruse for you, but you wil l by en-
quiry find it out. Moreover, r do exlrort vour that whosoever
f inds out th is gi f t  of  Godr m?v without intermission, day and
night, offer most hearty thanks with alJ- humility, and reverence,
and due obedience to God the Creator chief ly;  because no Creature
is capable to render suffj-cient thanks, which might equil ize this
benefit: Therefore dil igence is to be ]mown by a trtre and real
i.ndustry, according to ones power. r have d.one my due, for which
r intend to answer to God and the world, for what these eyes of
mi-ne have seenr IIIV hands have feIt, and myself with reason in-
fa11ib1y comprehended, shall no body take away from me in this
l i fe,  death excepted, which d.oes separate al l  th ings.

I have not indeed been foreed to write these thingsr but what-
soever I  have done, r  have nei ther done out of  rashness, nor yet
out of a desire to get to myself a temporal lasting name; but r
have been put upon it by the command of Christ the Lord, that his
majesty and mercy, in Eternal and remporal things, may not be hid
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fron a^ny man, but may be manifested to the pra5.se, honour, and

glory of  h is holy and ever last ing Name, that  i t  may be, by reason

of i ts omnipotehcy, conf i - rmed by the performing of  great miracles,

magnif ied,  aclmowledged, and in i ts majesty exal ted.

The Second thing that moved me to write this, was Christiart

charity to my neighbor.r, to do him as much good as to myselft

and thereby to heap f iery coals upon the heads of  mine enemies.
And lastly, that aJ-J. my adversaries l ikewise might aclc:owledge,

what ef fors or by paths others had been in,  in comparis j -on to me,

and who had most faithfully discovered Naturets ARCAI\A, whether

I  am to be condemned, or they be just i f ied.  And then last  of  a l l ,

that the highest mystery might not be altogether choaked in d.ark-

ness, nor overwhelmed by the swel l i -ng waters,  but  being freed from

the mi.ry and fi l thy dj.tches of a simple and ignorant crew, might
get many witnesses, by spreadi .ng abroad of  a t rue,  certain,  and
due aclcrowledgement, to folJ-ow my footsteps in di-scovering the
*wr*1o
9! t , (  9t ! .

They at t r ibute to me in my Lordship,  of  the 12 Signs of  the Stars
of Heaven, the Archer al .d Fishes, out of  these r  am born,  because
r was in an aquosity before r began to l ive; but the Archer has
f ixed his arrow into my heart ,  that  r  having rost  th is aquosi ty '
of mine, was mad.e worthy of the dry earth; And though the earth
was brought into a soft substance by the water, Vet are yor-r to k:1ow,
that the water was consumed through the dry and warm ai.r, and so
al l  the sof t  matter of  the earth being vanished, I  was made worthy
to reeeive that hardness by the aforesai-d exsiccat ion.  By this,
as wel l  the schol lar  as the wise man, are to take good. not ice
and dil igently to observe, that JuprrER, BS well as other the
chiefest  p lanets,  is  subject  to the four Elements,  which Elements
have received their Centrr.rn from above, and are born as others are.

To conclude all, r wil l let you }ceow, that if you d.o extract
out of the benigne JUPITFR his SaJ-t and Sulphur, and. make Saturn
f low very wel l  together wi th them, saturn d.oes get a f ixed body,
is pur i f ied;  and becomes crear by them, and is a total  change,
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and real trartsmutation of Lead into good Pewber r 4s you wilJ. f ind

it upon a nost aceurate trial. And although this may seem to you

not to be tnre , Vet are you to u.nderstand, that by reason that

the SaJ-t of JUPITF,R j-s made more corporeal only by its Sulphur,

it l ikewise has received an efficacy and a power to penetrate

SATURNT a's the vilest and most vo1atile metal and to bring it to

its own substance by making it better r 4s you wi.I l really f ind it

to be So.

CI{APTER IX.

OF THE SPIRIT OF SATURN OR TINCTURE OF LEAD.

SATURN to generate his rnetal, which is Lead, is placed in the

upper Heaven above a1.J- Stars. But in the lower parts of the earth

he d.oes keep the lowest degree. As the upperrnost l ight  of  SATURN

is mowrted to the highest alt itude of all the l ights of Heaven;
so l ikewi.se in imitation of the same, has Nature given leave asrd
penni t tedr that  h is chi ldren of  the lower Region have ret i red
themselves by VIIICAI\ to those of their quality, aceording as
SATIIRN has been moved. For the upper l ight is the cause of it,
and has generated an r.rnfixed body of Lead, through which go and
are drawn open pores, that the air can have its passa€e through
this saturnine body, and bear it up. But the fire easily works
upon artd consumes it, because the body is not solid and compact
by reason of its r,rnfixedness. Thls j-s well to be observed by a
serious enquirer into al. l things; because there is a vast dj-ffer-
ence betwixt f i:ct and unfixt bodies, and then the fixedness and
unfixedness: And though SATURN is of a singular pond.erosity before
other metals; vet wil l you observe, that when they are poured. out
together, after their con jr-rnction in the melting of them, the
other netals wil l always fa1l to the bottom, as l i-kewise it happens
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with other metals, by pouring them through Antimony. whereby it
does appear' that other metals have a more solid and compact body,
then SATURN can raise;  because i t  must give place to other metals,
make room for them, and yield the v ictory3 For i t  vanishes away,
and is consu:ned together with those r.mconstant and r.rnfixed metals'.
For there a:re the three grossest qual i t ies of  the three pr inciples
in SATURN, and by reason that its SaIt is altogether fluid in
compari .s ion to other metals and planets,  therefore is I i -kewise
i ts body more f lu id,  inconstant,  r .mf ixed, and more volat i - le,  than
any metall ic body.

How SATIJRN does proceed towards his regenerat ion,  you are to
iiorow' that as conrmon water through natural col-d, by the alterat-
ion of the upper heaven is congealed, so that it becomes a coagulat-
ed ice:  so l ikewise i t  is  d.emonstrated, that  Lead is coagulated
artd made corporeal by reason of the great co1d, which is for,md in
i ts Sal t  before any other Sa1t.  The congealed ice is resolved
through warrnth, and so is the coagulated lead made fluid by fire.
I t  has most Mercury in i t ,  vet  inconstant and vol-at i le:  But less
of Sulphur; and therefore according to the small quantity of the
same, i ts cold body cannot be heated; and reast of  a lL of  sal t ,
but f lui-d: Otherwise the iron woul-d be more l iquid and mall-eable
than SATURN, if the SaIt alone could impart both the ma]-l-eableness
and fluidity, .because iron d.oes carcy with it more sart than any
other metaI. And being there is a d.ifference to be for.rnd in these
things, Vou must carefully observe how metals are to be d.istinguished .
A11 the Phi . losophers indeed, besid,es mysel f ,  have wri t ten,  that
the Sal t  causes the coagulat ion,  and the body of  every metal :  An6
this is t rue,  but r  shal1 let  you see by an example,  how this is
to be understood. AIUMEN PI,tiMOSttM is reputed and probably accor.rnt-
ed to be a meer. 'sal t r  af ld herein nay be compared to i ron,  which
Salt is the aforesaid AIUMEN PI,IJMOSUM is nevertheless fowrd to be
as a matter, and not l iquid l ike iron. 0h the contrary, vitriol
does show itself l i .ke salt in a smaIl quantity, yet l iquid and
opent and therefore its Salt cannot cause so hard a coagulation in

394,



i ts  appropr iated metalr  4s that  other Sal t  does. Al though al l  the

Salts of  Metals are gfown out of  one root,  and one seed, Vet is

there a di f ference of  their  three pr inciples to be observed: As

one herb differs from the other, and like wise i-n Men and other

Beasts a difference is for-rnd as concerrring the original of theii l

qual i t ies,  and their  three pr inciples,  where one herb has some-

thing more of this, another herb more of that kind; which is l ike-

wise to be r , rnderstood of  Men and Beasts.  The Sou]-  of  Lead is of

a sweet qualityr 3s also the SouI of JUPITffi '  and yet sweetert

so that as for sweetness there is hardly anybhing comparable to it '

being first purif ied by separation, that the pure being very well-

severed fron the inpure,  there may fol low a compleat perfect ion
j-n the operation. Otherwise the Spirit of Lead is naturally cold

and dry, therefore I do ad.vise both Men and Women not to make too

much use of  i t ,  for  i t  over-cools Humane Nature,  that  their  seed

cannot perfect  or  perforrn i ts natural  operat ion;  nor is i t  good

for the spleen and bladder, it does attract the phlegmatic quality,

which breeds melancholy in men. For SATURN is a Governour, and

such a melancholy one, whereby a man is upheld and strengthened

in his melancholy:  Therefore i f  i ts  Spir i t  be usedr or ' r .€ melancholy

Spir i t  does at t ract  the other,  whereby a mans body is f reed and

released from i ts infused melancholy.  0utwardly ' is  the SouJ- cf
SATIIRN very wholesome in al-1 sores and wowrds, whether they be

old or green, whether they happen by ttrrusting or cuttingr or
natlral.J-y by means incidentr so that hardly any other metal vriiJ.
do the l ike.  I t  is  a cool ing th ing in al l  hot  and swel led members;

but to eat away, and to Lay a forrndation for healing i-n all cor:rrpt
and putrif ied sores, wh5-ch have their issuing forth from within,
there the noble vTNUS has the pre-emenency; because copper i-s hot
in its Essence to exsiccate and dry up, but Lead on the contrary
is for ,md to be cold in i ts Essence.

That heavenly light of the Sr.rn is much hotter than the light
of  the Moon, because the Moon is much lesser than the Sun, which
d.oes comprehend the eighth part of magni-tude in the circle of
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measuring and dividing. And if the Moon should exceed the Sr-m in

this magnitude of the eighth partr zs the Srm does exceed the
Moon; then alJ. the fruit, and whatsoever grows upon the earth

would be spoiled, and there would be a continual winter, artd no

sunmer would be for,md. But the eternal Creator has herein wisely'

prescribed a certain order and 1aw to his Creatures, that the

Sun should give l ight by day, and the Moon by night, and thus be

serviceable to a].]- creatures,
Those children which are addicted to the influence of SATURN

are melancholy,  sur1y,  a lways mur:nur ing,  l ike old covet ious misers,

whi-ch do no good to their  own bodi .es ,  and are never sat isf ied;

they use their  bodies to hard labour,  vex and fret  themselves

with t roublesome thoughts,  and are very seldome so cheerful  as

to recreate themselves with other people,  nei ther do they care

much for natural love of handsome and beautiful women.

To sum up all, I do te1I your that SATIJRN is generated out of,

l i tt1e Sulphur, l i tt le Sa1t, and much immature and gross Mercury;

which Mercury is to be accounted l ike skum or froth, which swims
upon the water, in comparision to that Mercury which is for-:nd

in Gold,  being of  a much hotter degree. Hence i t  is ,  that  the
Mercury of SATURN has not so fresh and so nmning a l if e r 3s that

which is made out of  Gold,  because more heat is found in th is,
to which the rr.mning l ife owes its original, therefore it is

l ikewise to be observed in the infer iour wor ld of  the Li t t le
WLCAII r in the augmentation and transrnutation of metals , what
d.escription I have given you of these three prineiples of SATURN,
concerning their original, quality, and eomplexion. And everyone
is to hrow, that no transmutation of any metal can arise from
sATtlRN, bv reason of  i ts  great cold,  except the coagulat ion of
Mercury: Because the cold sulphur of tead can quench and take
away the hot rr.urning spirit of Quick-silver, if the process be
r ight ly perfonned; therefore i t  is  r ight ly to be observed, that
the method be so kept,  that  the throry may agree with the pract i -ce,
and concur in a certain measure and concord. Wherefore you must
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not al together reject  SATURN, nor v i l i fy  and d. isparage i t ;  for

its nature and virtue j.s not as yet lcrown but to few. For the

Stone of the Phllosophers has the first begirueing of its heavenly

resplendent tincture only from the metal, and by j.nfusion of this

planet,  is  the key of  f ixedness del ivered to i t  through putrefact : -

i .on;  because that out of  the yeI low there cannot come any red

thing, except there be first made out of the beginning of the

black a whi te one.

There are yet many things to be treated of, as of many miracl-es

of natlral arr.d supernatrral things; but because some other business

has hindered me from making a more ample and fuller relation of

them, I  shal l  here conclude this t reat ise of  mine; and the rest

concerni.ng the hidden secrets of Minerals, you shall have in other

wri t ings,  v iz. ,  in a pecul iar  book of  Ant imotrVr Vi t r io l ,  Sulphur,

Loadstone, and which more especial ly before others are endowed,

and do adhere to them, from which Gold and Silver derive thei.r

original, middle, and end; together with the true trartsmutation

in part icular,  which their  v i r tues,  powers,  and ef f icacies they

have received out of  one thing, wherein these, together wi th the

rest  of  Metals invis ib ly to be generated, are hidden, which matter
is c lear and plain enough before any mans eyes; but because, i ts

virtue, power, and efficacy, lyes buried very deep, and is unlceown
to the greater part, therefore is this matter l ikewise accor.mted and

esteemed, abject ,  v i1e,  and r . rnf i t ,  for  want of  f i r re lmowledge of

it, t i l-1 the Disciples of Christ travell ing toward EMAI{US, have
their eyes opened, that they discerre by the breaking of bread,
what wonderful roiracles the rich Creator has planted and put into
a contemptable creature: Its names is HERMES, and in its arms
there is a flying serpent, which is its wife, and is called APIIRO-
DITA' that can search al.l nens hearts; and yet i-s al. l one, and one
only thing, and one onJ-y being, which is conmon everlnr,rhere, and
Ioeown in al l  p laces; €ver looe does touch and handle i t ,  and does
use i t  to th ings base and vi1e. Man does highly esteem that which
is of  smal l  value, and rejects that  which is high. r t  !s nothing
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eLse but Fire and Water, out of which the Earth with assistartce

of the Air is generated., and by which it is as yet preserved. I

do give most hearty thanks to the nost High for his gifts. And

thus having d.iscovered. enough, aceord.5-ng to the resolution I had

taken in the Treatise of mine, I take my Ieave.

A11 wiJ-J. be for.rnd i.n the Separation .

FINIS.
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