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From the Valley of Southern Californinm, hy
anthorization of the Banctnary of the Gros is and
the Momst Wime 8 Perfact Bovereign of the Heru—-Ra-fa
Chapter of the Holy Order

of Rose Croiy of Heredom,
unto the Very Excellant Soveratign

Princes of
Hn-a-ﬂrn!:, Greeting and Pence, :

Under the menl] of the obligation of the yo,
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TRE ROBE 8 THE CROSS

Ot of the seething csnldron of my woes,
Vhere aweots and oait and bitterness [
flung;
Where charmed wmuaic guthered from my
tongue,
And where 1 chained strange archipeiagoes
Of fallen ntarw; where filery passion flows
A curions bltumen; where nmong
The glowing med)ley moved the tuns
nnsnng
Gf perfect love: thence grew the Myntic Rose.

its pyriad petals of divided 1light:
Its lepves of the moet radlant smwerald;
ity hoart of fire like rubiles. At the sight
[ Tifted wup wmy heanrt to God and cnlled:
How whull ] pluck thia dream of wy desire?
And lo! there shaped 1tself the Cross of Firel

—=Hir Alelater Crowley
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Though nefther the highest nor most exalted degree in our Order, the
level of initintion and evolintion designanted by Rome Crolx is deserviog
of mpecial reverence and regard, Beyond the firat three (Blue Lodge)
degrees, 1t 1» perhaps the best known among Masons, and surely the most
be ioved of 1te Adepts.

This degree 1s ineffsble. Its secrets ¢an not be written., You,
who awskened to the inner worid in vour IV®, who have perhaps played
the Tower amidst the pmocturnal term of a Prince of Jerusalem, have now
been again realsed--this time tinto the full flowering of the Second
Triad. Mysteries have been presented to you which are totslly beyond
the comprehenston of =2 Man of Eesrth. The perception, comprehension,
and understanding of these mysteries are m totally personal, individuml
matter, not te be completely expressed to many other. For the riming of
the Bun im, in Truth, the coming forth and unveiling of a Btar! 8o
snimo im 1t this in Silence, and in Love.

No Mason has the right, thereltore, to interpret the symbollem of
the degree of Sovereign Prince of Rose-Croix for amother, or to refuse
anvone its mywteriss bhecause they will not heed an appended commentary.
Nor 40 we, in this paper, mesk to 4o otber than put forth m pyntheais
of facts which, to the best of onur own understandlng, completely wvell
the Mysterlies of the Rowe Cross. Listen, Very Excellent 8 Perfect
Princes, to onr expinnetions; then pgive these mymbols puch further

interpretation as ¥you think fit,.

Roeall, eosteemad fellows, how In the Firet Degree we admonishad that
the Secrel of the Royal Art growe like a flower within the heart. All
that we, w#seplors of the Order, cam do s to aid this flower by
supplying 1t with food, alr, weter, and aanlight. You indlcated your
anmenrt 10 these ferms, and wiih courage and virtue persevered through
the grades which follownd. Now, in fulfiliment, that flower hae
blogsomed! "The Sacred Tau has bloomsd into the Mystie Rowe , "

The true Rosierucien, llke thes true Mason, cannot be made. One
rust grow to be one by the expansion and anfo ldment of the divine power

within one's own heart,

However, think not that in your flowering you have renched the apex

of wour {lluminationm! Though such !t may seem to those of u lesmer
grade, vour awakening is Dbut to the glamour of the first rose—gold
light of dawn, The blosaom, in it besuty snd sweetness, im yet the

praconraer of the frauit which follows. EKnow, then, that ye (oo may yef
come to frmitlen, nand schieve sunch ripeness and auccnlence that no

other food shnall ever be needed by those who would &at of thee.
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But not this day, Excellent Princes! Only when all thy Jife is
spilt, when the dew of thy Rose flows red and pure ukto exhacetlion inte
the Cup of Babalon the Besntiful, ahall thou truly come to perfection.
For 8he who rides unpon the Beast, with manisc lnst in her eyen, hath
sworn by her Holy Kteis that Bhe will not rest from her sdnlteries
antil the bleod of everything that liveth is gathered, pand the wine
thereof 1mid wup and matured and consecrated., This perfect wine shal!
be the GQuintessence, and the Elixir, and 1t shall glpdden the heart;
and by the draunght thereof shall youth be repewed throughout eternity,
8¢ #8g¢ by sasge the worlds dissolvée and change, and the Universe
unfoldeth ttsell ax a Rose, and shntteth 1tnelf up as the Cross that is
bent into the cube.

And this Iis the comedy of Pan, that is played et night in the thick
forest, And this 1e¢ the secret of the brothars of the Rosy Crosm. And
this 1s the heart of the ritual that is accomplished in the Vanlt of
the Adepts that is hidden in the Holy Mountain Abiegnus.

THE SYMBOLS
The Cross

"The Crosa of Light ix ealled The Word, The Gate, Joy, The Bresad,
The Sun, The HResnrrectfon, Yeheshus, The Father, The Spirit,
Life, Truth, and Grace."

A wsacred emblem of the etrl!iest antiqulty, the Croas is present in
virtually all] ancient rellgions, It im certain that the Indianw,
Egyptimna, and Arabe paid 1t veneration thousands of years before the
man Jowos walked the Earth. The Hindus end Celtic Prunide built many of
their Temples In iin form. The mtatne of Oniris at Rome featured the
same symbol. Imis and Coeres bore 1t. The list is meemingly endlenss.

In this degree, a particular meaning of "The Immortal Crosw of
Light" is that most frequently given 1t by the Egyptimsne. Thoth, or
Ptah, i» reprepented on the sldest monnments cesrrving in his hand the
CHUX ANSATA or ANKH. It is a hieroglyph for LIFE and, with s triangle
prefized (A9) meant "life-piving." To us, therafore, 1t is the symbol
of LIFE, and ofter ie seid to signify the phallinns.

(Notice that this composite glyph consiste of a Creek Delia, that
is Daleth, #»nd the mark of the corresponding plesnet, Venns. Venum 1is
thos here displayed ns the Empress, *Bhe Who Brings Forth Life Anew. *)

The Crows of our Fifth Degree 1» equal armed, i.e.,, one compomsed of
FIVE wmsquares. Five 1is the number of Marw, Unlike the Coivary, or
6~sqnare, Croews, which is sn unfolded cube, the J-sguare Cross ip not n»
symbol of Earth. True, when drawn sinply as 4, its four arms signify
the foar CUabalistic ejements, and correspond to the letters I[.H.V.H.
Yet, "Thim im of the 4: there i & f1fth whe ls invisible, 8 thereln am
I am 8 babe In an egg" (AL 11:49), We muwt not overlook the monst
important portion of this simple Cross, Itse CENTER-POINT. This, the
fifth wsquare, corresponds to the letter Bhin that transforms I.H.V.H.

into YEHESHUA!

Furthermors, the equal-armed Cross (+ or X) 1s the original design
of the Hebrew Jletter TAV, which is also an slchemical glyph for THE
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COMPLETIOR OF THE GREAT WORK. And in the SEPHER YETZIRAH, wherein the
22 Bebreoew letters nare c¢correlated with the several rectilinear
directiona, Tav s found placed In "the Palace of Holinessa In the
center.,..sustalning all things.* Thise hint refers actually to the
CENTER PCINT of the original Tuun-Croans.

Do not mies the fact that the CENTRAL initia)l of oar Order's name
ie amilso 1 Tau-Cromsi nor that this le but sanother form vof the Mamonle
Square. It's golden color and subetance qre the peasnre of
il1lomination,

In this degree, ss X, 1t in the Bigr of the Creative Wisdonm, or
logor, the 'Son of God.' The Greek X (Chi) has the wvalue €08, which i
equal to Mem, 'The Hanged Man'. For thounaande of veara the Cross has
been 1dentifled with the plan of salwmtion or redemption for humanity,
f.e., the Crest Work. Therefore, 1{ le gsinu]tanconrly a symbol of Life
and of Death, sas we are reminded in LIBER CCCXEXIII, Ch. 1, and in THE

BOOK OF THE LAW, II! &,

The Rowme

"he Rose, 1ikes the Crowse, iw » religious emblem ol great antigquity. 1t
wap nccepted by the Greeks ax the symbol of the sunrise, or the coming
dawn. It wae sacred to Aurora and the Snn, snd therefore s symbol of
the Ascension of Light and the renewal of 1ife. It signifies the
Golden Dawn.of Resurrection.

In ocur Filfth Degree, thig "Fadelesw Bose cof Crention” has 49 ruby
petalse. This number is the agquare of 7, the namber of Venus, Just as §,
the number of onr golden Crose, iy the number of Mars. @Qabalistic
snanlvals of the pnumber 49 aneaks sloquently, and ahonld be undertaken
by each Knight of the Pelican 8 Eagle, In passing, we mention that
this number lw written TETA-MEM in Hebrew.

A BRose I» a yonic symwbol, associsted with generation, fecundity,
and purity. The fact that flowers BLOSSOM BY UNFOLDING ham caumed them
to be chomsen as wymbolic of spiritual unfoldment ~—the seven "lotusen’
spring immwedintely to mind in this regard. The red color of the Rowe
refers to 'the blood of Christ'. The gclden heart concesled within the
midat of the flower corresponds to the spiritual pgold concealed within
the core of every Star. The Rosme symbolizes the heart: and the heart
has often bean gscospted as emblemntic of the virtnes of love and
compasmion, or of an avatar whoe {18 the personification of thess
virtunes,. Like the Pelican, the Rose nignifies THE HIGHEST EXPRESSIOR

OF HUMAR AKD DIVINE AFFECTION.

Some Imve suggesied that the word ‘rose' ts s simple anagram for
the OCreek word EROS. True or falwe as an occunltf origin, this does
perpetuante the Venus symbolism, for Eros was THE SON of Aphrodite,
Masons may conmider that, in Greek, Fruva enuwerstes to 375, the wvalne

of the Hebrew name ShIMH, 'Soclomon’'.

The TRose 1Iis, for the initimte, the living, blooming symbol of the
revelntior of the harmonies of being. It le the emblem of beauty,
lite, lowe, and pleasure. Like the Tan, it has long bee¢n a hieroxglyph
for the mccompliahment of the Great Work.
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The Rowme~—Croens

"There are four gates to one palsces the floor of that palace i
of silver and gold; lapie Iaznll & jasper are there; and all rare
mcante; Jasmins 8 roses and the emblems of death. Let him enter
in turm or mt once the four gates; lef him wtand on the floor of
the palace. ™ —AL 1:81

*I1 sm the viaible object of worship; the othere are secret: for
the Bemsat & his Bride are they! and for the winnere of (he Ordeal
., ¥What is this? Thou shalt {nnw.' -—AL 11[: 22

More than any othar pages of this paper, this section is fntended tao be
KOTHING BUT BSUGGESTIVE. The interpretation and understonding of the
Hose—Crose 1s ldentical with the performance of the Great Work.

A our BRome partakes of the nunature of Venus, and our Crosa
expresses the yualities of Mars, weo iz their conjunction, thelr
convergence, OGabaliatically situnted "in the Sun (Son}". Therefore,
the contemplation of “"The Roby Rowe B Croes of Gold" lnmmediately
directs our minds to the 'paswion of Christ’, Make no miatake in your
intearpretation of this phrase in terms of ita deriveation from 'pathos’
{(muffering), = word which in Creek snumerntes to 360 as doem MITHRAS;
snd whose Indo-Eunropsan rovt its PE-, scarcely wore different from the
seventeenth Hebrew latter in meaning than it is in sound.

For our purposes, we may eay that the Rose im Christ, and iw
thoarefore CRUCIFIED In this conjunciion. Yet, where the typical 0Old

Aeson dapicturizations of thet ‘papsion’ perpe tuate rofane
interpraetationse of agony snd defent, the Rose is nnmistakably B MIRG
on the Croas. It is opening, and unfolding., Without fear of

overstepping our previously-lmpowed Jimite on definitive interpretation
of these waymbolw, we boldly wtate that the Rose, in ite crucifixion,
delfeately opens, itr petals pariing. The act of 1{ts being
sacrificially mounted on the Croms ftulfills 1t, resurrects {t, bresthes
1ife into fi, enbances iia roby hne, releaspes it exslted fragrance,
and——mowt crncial of all--brings the Dow of Jaomortality to tte petals
and leaves. The OCrose and Rose togethsr are threfore to be reand, THE
DAWN OF ETERNAL LIFE, which al]l Nations have hoped for by the advent of
2 Hedeomar.

The HRose~Cross eappears throughoat the Mysteries in s wvarlety of
forms . You wiii do well to +traln vyourmel! to recognlze these
antomatically, PBesides the climax of the Christisrw epic, and our
Chapter's own Rose-Croes (or s sultable direct variation of 1t), msome

exhmp les follow!

~aThe Ankh s 1tpeif the Cross surmoanted 5y the Rose, or Sun.
Recall whs t was written eariier about the Ankh and ity
correspondence to the i4th Path of the Tree of Llife. This symbol
is a Key to the Mysteriesw of Antiquity, before which the powers
of dnrkness fall back abmshed.

«~The Bign of Osirie Ripen, and that of the Good Shepherd. are
ench the puperpeosition of the Cross and the Hose.

~~The pniting of Tav and Reah plec indicatesr the Sun (Resh’Rho) en
the Cross (Tav/Tau), or . ¥We constantiy wee Tav apnd Resh
so0 united mr nmn ecclesliastical symbol, ar the Staff of O=irtne,
ete. Thesae two Bebrew lettears enumerate to 400 + 200 = 600, the
valae of Mem—tinal in Hebrew (the Hanged Man) or, in Greek, of
Chi {the Crosa). -
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Agape 8 Rome-Cross

A QGabalistic analysis of the Formwala of Agpps may provesd am {follows:

~ Dionysus (Capitml A)

- The Virgin Earth

-~ The Babe in the Egg (small 5, the image of the Father)
= The Massmncre of the Innocents (winepress)

~ ‘Tha Draught of Ecatasy

This should be attentively studiad; for the Initistion of Bowe-Cross 1ia
dramatized Iin the symboliam of the grape, The agony of Getheewans le
analegous to the erushing of grapes in the winepress. They who possens
the Mystery of the Bacramental Cup possess the key to human generation.

DR

The agfony ¢f the Bavior, consequnently, is NOT THE AGONY OF DEATH,
taot THE ACORY OF BIRTH. Only tec one who has found his or her life by
losing it 1s this mystery comprehensihle.

Daw of the Rose

Very possibly, the name "Rosicrucian®” comea not trom the word "rose,"
bhut from the ILatin ROS, This word means "dew” or "teardrop”. 1t

refors to the morning dew upon the unfolided Rowme.

In thia Dew ie again contained the nlt[ﬁlte mys tariea of whick this
per ¢mn be only an extensive hint. We append here Chapter 18 of THE

pa
BOOK OF LIES.
Devwdrops

Varily, love lo death, and desth ix life to come.

Man returpeth not agning the stream floweth not nphill; the oid
1ife 1# no morei there is a new 1ife that ir not hins.

Yot that 1ite i of his very easance; 1t iw more He than al]l that
bhs calls He.

In the silence of a déwirop Iim every tendency of his escunl, and of
his mind, and of hls body; It is the Guintessence and the Ellxir
of his belg. Therein are the forces that made him and his father
and his fathesr's father before him.

This in the Dew of IHMnrtllltY. '

Let thie gmo {ree, even as it will; thoum art met its master, but

the Wehicle of 1t.

The Eagle

The Eagle was the living symbol of the Egyptian god Mendes or Monthrnm,
whom Sesostris—Ramies made omd with Amun—-Ra, the reprasentative of the

Sun., The Eagle i® alpo an attribute of the Phallus.




% Aleiszter Crowley - Rough Diamonds &

O.7.0.




= Aleigter Crowley - Rough Diamonds =&

The Pelican or Phoenix

Ths famililar Pellcan of the Rowe~Crolx degree, fesding 1ts young from
ita own breast, s in reality a Phoenix, aw can be confirmed by an
examination of ihe hesd of the bird. In the anclent Mystery Bchools It
wvas cunstomary to refer to initiates as 'phosnixes,’' or ‘those whoe hnd
bean born again’; for Jjust ms physical birth gives one consciousnces of
the physical world, so the Neophyte, after Nine Degraes In the womb of
the Mymteriem, was bhorm into s consciousness of the spiritus]l world.
The Phoenix 1 a fitting symbol of this spirituosl birth.

The Pelican feeding her young from s self-inflicted wonnd in her
own breast is accepted me an sppropriste pymbol] of both pacrifice and
resurrection, To the Christisn mystic, the Pellcan signifies Christ,
who msaved humanity {(the baby birde? through the sscrifice of His own
bloed. The Pelican mny alwo be considered ap representative of the
Bun, whose rays (blood) are the 1ife of the seven philosophical
planets, dapicted as the Pelican’s brood. In the Anclent Mysteries,
the Pellean represants the reamurrection of the candidate from the dend.
It was an early belle! that three daye {Degreep) after the father
Pelican had killed hir own young, the mother resurrected themw by
wounding herself and permitting her blood toc pour over theair bodles.
In Masoniec eymbolism the blood ¢f the Pellean stands for the SBscret
Work by which ome im “raised" from ths slavery of lgnorance to the
condition of freedom conferred by Wisdom. The Palican represents one
of the weswels in which the experiments of alchemy are performed, and
ite blood that mysterions Tincture by which the bose metals (the peven
baby birde) mre tranarmted into spiritual gold. Both the Rose and the
Pelican mignify the highest expression of homsn and divine affection.

Fax Vobiscum

Hear the words of Philo, the Greek Jaw!

“...Let the nerrcow-psnled withdraw, having thelr esarp sealed np!
We commmnicate the divine mysterles to those only whoe have recelved the
ancred Initistion, o those who practice true piety, and who are not
ennlpvad by the eopty pomp of wordes, or thes doctrinea ol the

pagans...."

*The coptenplative sonl, unequally gulded, wometimes toward
sbhundanoce and sometimes toward barranness, though ever advencing, 1w
fllominsted by the primitive ldeas, the raye that emannte from the
Diwine Intelligsnce, whenever it awcends townrd the Soblime Tressures.
When, on the contrary, 1t descends, and 1s barren, it falle within the
domain of those Intelligences that are termed Angels...for, whan the
soul s deprived of the Light of Cod, which leads it to the knowledge
of things, it no longer enjoys more thun a feeble and mecondary 1ight,
which gives it not the nndersatanding of things, but tbhat of worde only,

Al III thl' bll!‘r wo r ldt a0 ta

*...0, vye Initiates, ve whowe oarm are purifiled, receive this in
your wsoule, s#¢ a2 Hystery never to be lost! Rewveal 1t to no Profane!
Enep and contaln 1t within yonrselves, as an Incorruptible tremsure,
not like gold or siiver, bmt more preclons than averything besides; for
it i the knowladge of the Creat Cuusa, of Rature, and ¢f that which in
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born of both. And iIf yoo meet an Initiate, besiege him with pour
prayera, that he conceal from yorn no new Mysteries that he many know,
and rest not untll vyou have obtasined them! For me, slthongh [ wawm
initiated Iin the Gremt Mysteries by Moses, the Friend of God, vyet,
having meen Jeremiah, | recognize him not only am an Initiate, but sm =

Hiercphant; and [ follow hin schooi.”

We, 11ke Phile, recognize 2ll Initiates as onr Fellows. Mamonry
belongs to mno omne ¢reed or school. In nll religlions there 1w a basi=s
of Truth, All that tesch the cardinal tenets of Mawonry we respecti
nl]l tenchere snd reformers of mankind we admire and revere.

Masonry walwoc has ite misslon teo perform. With {tes traditions
renching back to the enarliest timen, and its wymbols dating further
back than aven the monumental history of Egypt extends, Masonry invites
All men and women of all religions to enlist under ita hannerm, and to
var sagalnet evil, ignorance, and wrong, You are now Mesmanrv's Knilght}
and to {ts wervice yonr Bword is conmecrated. May you prove s worthy

soldler In & worthy canse?




