b- mee.?
The. houae was very ‘big, and very old, )
and vé;-y-»l;n“gljr. In sbm-,paiz‘t;“‘é?"%!urope, 113 .
 would have been ca.'l_i;sd a dastle,-;o_rlit. stood
?our ‘square with walls two yards tl_:’i;:.i*:_, o,nd thg?e-
wa.% '_a. gﬁﬁcﬁzg ;t'o;e’.;r}(at" ané do'me:. ' But,hero, -

a hundred "ffxifl_e:q from Kazan, tt was' just the’ﬁonu

e

1 _ |
g ~ of the Barln. '”'Li-ttle .Dasdha waa:"n‘e_ve_:'c‘, very

. :j;-i_._gutema-. - rnt lonelinesu of the mz'_'__ﬁ:-

mtural te her. _ ﬂabady }maw whn ;m y .

. béé?ﬁnﬂﬁo‘-hgxﬁfm wae very M
r‘.-_ : / ,\ e
. and her hair was fox color.
4 ty or w‘wnm g:_qt_\oldg‘r;_ ;
frightanad vrave }.itt
Al AlLnl
- of m :m his wo-

for she m -.u -';3_1_5




in his past that would not bear investigation. And,
his wife was the daughter of a general, a Prince of
the Empire, a man who stood very well indeed with the
, "
Czar . A
[ ] P .
The Barén beat everybody else, not only in
the. house, but for twenty miles around, . One does
not resist a man whose father-in-law is a general.
And, besides, God had afflicted him, He was never
quite like the ‘other people., . He was morﬂ.ﬁumaﬁ?§nﬁ o

 sane when he was drunk than at other times, thought'

the peasants, ]

¢ But, drunk or sober, he never lifted his hand

#

against the thin, pale, fragile woman whom he had
b LT .
married. And he never opposed her,

. She had never had any children and little
Dascha had been adopted tu-fill'thaznmpiy place. On
that one oosasion, indeed, the Bargn had registered




one last, ineffectual protest. He wanted to know
why 1if she must have a child in the house, she could
not take a boy.

Ho’wevér. there was a good deal of boy in

the queer little Tartar girl. She was a wild, scape-

grace child, always in mischief, But when Sesty=were

annoyed, she would retire into herself almost like .
" some Chinese monk might “‘3; sitting motionless in a
: ' A
corner rorgetrul of everything but the trouble of
the moment.
/?%a /MVM
ms herse}.! thought there was
- something unnatural 1n such fits and tried to bmﬂ:
" el
“the chnd ot, the habit 'but w;lllﬂ,, nttle I)ucha
,\waa the stronger of the palr.
<" It was a long time, indeed, befofe her
foeter-mother could find out what was the meaning of
her sulkiness. Buty once ,m an outburst of frank-

nees, the girl@ said:

“%e




"Somebody does harm to me, - I say nothing. .

I tell God. You wait, You will see that good does .

not come of that,"

"Well, baby," said the Baroness, "why does
J

it take you so long to tell Goad?"
'Oh.; said Bascha, "God lives a }ang way
off, 1 am sometimes very tired be;'-o:;n'. I get to him. -
ButVI ;over give up."
t{f was a very qtrahgg ahd#ql;té@y f§@§i{”:j'

that lived in the big house, in the ldaely=l@né}ufhé'“jfEVi"“:
Baninga - ¢
Ba.gnéoc'aaw no friends at ail; excep;-that'nouﬁgnda-:“””' :

_ (] _ .

"then same of her relatione vould come !rcm Koscow or

Py i

Jitrdietershuag to vxsit har.
J -

. Their estate was an anarmona-one. -xt_uas

thirty ailes to the next house of any landed proptiotor.

Pl Belinilol

?h.-it-'mrhad no frienda at 511 cr his own'

, | » . _ ‘
rank. Strnnge stories were told of how hc«hsd 1ett :
thc army, tnd stnriaa nvan nbro .tnistar“;s to how ha

- ‘ - .




‘had managed to marry into so exalted a family as he had.

He was a short, stxbng‘ built man, with a

o L

bully head nearly bald, a long pair of fierce moustaches,
‘and a clean shaved chin, His nose was short and
: blunti]lis eyes, small, beady and malevolent. All his

notion of human society was drinking_boutd in the Piv-

&

naya iith_the peasants of the village. His miagfesa _
was the lowest and dirtiest of all the serfs. |

He had managed after long and careful
maneuvres to get her into the house as an occasional’ .

_h;lper in the scullery,

_ VThchqponehc?kniw nothingfor.thip’and

e

- would not'have cared, She had resigned herself to

f\her 1gfe of utter 1onelinéea; Like 80 hany Ruaaiahé
- ~ . ; N :

of the‘moat'strﬁctly religious type, she £e1£ acutely

the need of self-torture, She accepted her long
imprisonment, for ona'ognld hg£§ly speak of it as _.

anything else, as the Just punishment for real or A
b = : L 1'_ Sk -« :




imaginary errors of her earlier life,
The Bar#n might have tolerated any other

kind -of woman. : The cold rigidity of his wife was an

/5«4~%/ﬁ£2412“””“1

abhorrence to him, Indeed, the-lewreNsse had no softer
feelings in her 1life at all. Her religion was as
arid as the Steppes. Her only weak spot was little

Dascha, whom she chefishéd with a love that was

»>

really more religious than it was human, Indeed,
. E § - . o !
she had reason to release her grip on life, for she

was slowly, véry slowly, dying of conuumption.n

-\ g £ : - .
It is impossible to imagine a grﬁ&tergfi

" contrast thaﬁ_that between the two‘wﬁn.q,&qéthiiiiijﬁ#if.55

i, B

‘adiak, the maid, was a stout, muscular
wench, violent, drunken and degraded, but enormously
i N :
e ' - .
vital, A fanciful man might have thought of her
as a demon sprung from the very soil itself. She

was fierce‘and surly. ushé,ggg-g;bbably,nat fiverhundred"

}
words in her whala vnanhulsxy. and har ideau‘yeza
o




grbss almost to-beutiality. 8he was entirely desti-
‘tute of any moral sense. but, beyond this mask lay

a brain, which under Gther conditidne;hight have '

- Iy
fitted a statesman, You would have got no hint of

it, save in the smouldering fire of her wolfish eyes.
- And even in them, you would probably have read nothing -

o but [;savé.ge/ and prédatc!ry instinect,

You would have supposed that her ambitions
were boundeé by the sgtiafactign.of‘tha momspt. But,'fu;__; 
' in reality, she had, perhaps hardly formulated in
consciousness, a lust of power which knew ﬁéiﬁhér’h;f7uj f1f}

bounds nor scruphes,

"N ° would have hastened to grasp at the obvious purifica- -

J

tions which lead to power, She would hare tried

o

¢

to wash, to dress heigelf aptracﬁiieiy, to acquire

some edueation-




In the country of Catherine the Great, such
methods are ﬂogne;a-iary.' You will remeﬁber how
'John the Pannonian, the blackémith, destioyéd the
Infant Protus. and grasped the sceptre in his great &
gnarled fist without any more ado about 1it,

 So, all that Nadial ocould Qee of the wﬁole'
_planeﬁ was the big, square house, and she wanted

: &
that for her own.

N
A1l she could see ofﬁumnity was the
master o’f‘ ﬁii_a l\muse, _;rhqm sheé had in he-z; graup. .
'”J‘and the misf;asa'o! the house, who~§r¢v§ntedjh§§iif*
from _mgking u_ée c.;!' her ‘fictory. '
‘Hﬁbtween”thétpnusht o!;gd;déérén&-th§ "
7'\ dnrd, noweéver, lay an ahyss; Theré. Qaa'--;hh;a cer-
t-ainty of nn.geance and- there was the dread of the .

supernatural, But»he:a came to ner aid the

inexorable patience of tﬁi/_&xuimﬁ peasant, - She

had a qualitys which would haye laved'ﬂspéljpd‘f!
. _ o _

-8 -...




he had possessed 1#. -She knew how to wait. She did
not e?en take‘any afepa to gain a firmer gfaip, to
establish hermmxs footing in the household more
securely, Tﬁe Barin was her-slaie. Of what use
would it be to.dd”énything whatever when she had

- that vantage?

As it s0 often turns ouf in 1life, it
‘oné is #oneatly-feaigned to,&ait, oné doestnot

A

have to wait so long after aliall‘ila

Beforg she had been in the house a yeur, the s

:mBar0n7il.found her’ sickneaa 1eap auddenly forward.

A ueek's‘tusgle.wif? the_Grim Olﬁéuan,andnghwfwag .
, : i . .

gone, ‘i\

It was on the day of the ruaefél ifs@lf'

{

o ~ : . _- 2 !
-t&at a long heralded stomm broke out in the house.
The Bar‘h had wished to be buried with tip ngeﬂ,

jewelléd cross, crude emeralds and amethysts bubling
from rough haﬁmered.sold. wheh the ting.cnmt to }

Croas . : <J
close the cofrin the ;nnnu;nnu na whn:e to be fonnd.




Zveryone in the house was rather d:unk‘and

A .
a great halloobaloo was aroused. A person of any
intelligence would have known who had taken it.  The

village pope was a notorious thief, and it was not

the first time that the spiritual advantages of his

malenial
presence had had to be paid for by moeu& diaadvantagea.

\JMM
But the room where the dead one lay was

}.*
filled with beings half cra'y with‘em*otion, and

nothing was to be heard but accusations and recri-
minations mingled with passionate protestations '
“ and apbéalﬁ‘#o the Deity to bear witnepﬂlta”ﬁhatﬁ'
was goinngn,wﬁhiéh’saﬁe might consider a:high;y  *~.:_;'
impolitic prbcaeding.if it had been likely to have
agy results whatever,

“ : i
‘There wae one-person who had not the

normal activity of the brain, that superficial

quality of swift rb-aeﬁiénLgﬁthout,reflectinn, ,

i , . e
whose evidence is talks  This was a brain that
> 2




apprehended situations in some deep stratum of the

t _
soul, and the result of whose sug}e, secret opera-

tions is to make decisions which really dec{gg

things.
Wheh the hubbub chanced for a moment to

be lulled, Nadiaj, who had been watching the scene

' : aomhre
silently out of the d-k corners of her/eyes, came

: W“*‘E’/fte i
heavily across the floor to%ardu ‘the Bq-'n Her L

“

A 2
very motion might have suggested some inexorable

engine of deat;pction.

She made most humble reverence to thv ;é?;.‘;;}h‘

p! s

Banga and uaid "I saw Dascha with it,"
Vi e

', Th% worda were quite enough. It 16t

 everybody out.
The -pope“imediateiy said, "So that was
the glittering thing I notieeﬂ in her hand a little

while ago.*®




And soon other withessearcame rorward,
including oné, who had actu'all.y seen the child take
it from the breast of the dead woman,

The next thi—r;g was to find.Da‘.ac_ha. The‘: chila:

was playing in a little coppice which fringed the

-

slugg'ish stream that wounda around the great tower

of the house.
'

She denied all knowlédge;% of the g—:osé,

and when she heard the nature of the accusation,

shut her little mouth Tirmly and sat down where
B . . _
- gshe was,

The Bar;ri ',grew very é.ngfy. His wife was i

dead, There ,wa’e;-j’no one 'td reﬁt.rain h.iﬁ". - Hi_u :
. w - o o \ : %

sullen hatred for the 6hild‘-_pq§t_<"gp ‘for years "bréke '

100;;. Hg shook her and ‘ulapped\her', pnnotna*ting_his‘
, X _‘ 7 ‘ 3 7 . -

actions with curses. 4 :

The child took no more notice of him than

if she had been carved of wood. The moment he

stopped, there she was once more sitting like an J
- 12 - e




idol, and nothing but the qniok beating of her little

Z{L‘L
heart testified to the emotion,

At lést.thh pope'pbasibly stricken vy some

touch of remorae. began to protest.

M.o’n turned on him with a savage oath
 took him immediately by the shoulders, spun him
aroung and dismissed hin jﬁth a vigoro;s kick,
But the othera'alsq took Dasqhﬁia'part.

\

She was 80 sweet, so playful, so natural, so witty

in her onildish way, that everybody loved‘her,_thgt

‘ %
is, when he or she happened to think of it.

ff#

s ‘the Barnn beati-g them all like a
A -

huntnman:driving the houﬁhs from the a dead fox,

s

gt 8 LR  m -
and1hav1ng picked her,up'by’the nape of her neck,

f1u§§ her across his shoulder and crying out,
"Foundling wwett she is, now let somebody else find
Slole : e i |
her" u;unng to the stable leaped om his favorite
horse and rode away u.@. thetgxeppgg with her,
| . ; i
It was a day hgtar@»he Lfnturned, and
- 13 - :




no one ever knew what hé had done with Dascha,
emoept Nadialf, to wham he confessed that he had

given a sum of money to some merchants,who were

J
travelling towgrda Nisekni Yovgorod, to take her

with them,

1L,

) v\&M
f‘“’eé % W was izwt long in ‘115'

cdvering that he had exchanged Xing Log f’or King .
Stork.  Nadlal closed upon him as if it were a -

~ mountain that fedl upon a msn and buried him,

In ariaek, shg*whu the ahsolutefﬁiatrasa'éfjgf: ﬁ

 mer Uz i o -
the hqugehqld:~hnt‘hav1ng‘achiovgd_hor_ambitipn;.-Jﬂﬁﬁﬂ’"

‘ £y

. :did not enlarge her horizqﬁ.‘. Shg haﬁJggtfallfshe
wanted, or ever eould’gant, for the simple reason
X : : -
that she knew of nothing else; and she proceeded

~to enjoy it to the utmost,

' She_tgrned the hanaé/into a.pigsty. ;
- | S
The servants had no dntiea any maru,kgave to getJhrunk




Orgies of the most outrageous character were the rule

. f--
of the house, She would sek ém wandering bands of

Gypsies to camp in tﬁe great halle. = The furniture
was broken up for firef:wood, and_ the glassware
us.gd for misslfes. :

She was supremely !}&ppy.' There -was not
~.a cloud on the horizon. She was not one o:f those
‘women 1':,mc:a :;qin a man, for she d:li‘h not know wl;'a‘.t
-dtmonds were, The Barl'n‘s incone w#s 'mo;.'_ev than |

sufficient for all the debauche‘ry‘__and d?ink{t.hgt
heart could wish, .‘ | |

He, 1'306’,‘ W&? hhpp‘y-v in._ lfz_is hosgiah m.

He ‘beam abgolut;\e.ly -lgvepl_.y in his dress, ‘and

only changed his linen by a whim, He let his beard

o

(
,growfi?hg;
The household readily settled down into

the new routine, wonth after month passed by with.
scarce an incident beYond the putting out of some~ -

I

body's eye, or something of the “r_g.‘\ﬂ,w! in a




perfectly ?riendly mahner. qp that the trifle was for-
gotten and forgivep as apon as the blood stopped .
flowing.

There Qas no doctor in the village. The

diseases of the people were attended to a% intervals

by travelling quacks, who competed with the oldg

¢ . ) ' .
_wisevyomen who prepared medicines frmmxihx of uimplaa.

But if a doctor had chanced to péy a visit to ths old

big house he might have warned ihn-ﬁu"n that his oy

course of life-waslhet conducive to 1ongevity;' -
There is & pqouliar'ac;;on of alcohol whi¢h1; '
is true with regard to certain temperaments and con-
Yinet g R .

‘stitutions. A man becomes as it were preserved in

W% spirit, He never seems to be i1l, It ie almost
N . 2 - f _ . '
as.if(tfke»passed him by. *ut, now and again, an

accident may break down this mummification of the

devotee of Bacchus,
]
One winter‘q night, ttnlva years after the

Prvel flarntole .
death of his wife, M MG a vager lith 8

J



travelling salesman, ,It was a. race across tﬁe river
which bounded the edge of the village. it was filled
with broken ice, healped up in hummocks at the.oui-ve,
and with black pools of water glimmering dark}ybet-
ween them,
The whole crowd, clz{tchinlg bottles ot’ vod-
- ka, staggered out of the great house ,d'own to the

‘stream, The race began, }sut,%:e‘fore’ he had got

i~ s

half way, W slipped down the steep-
: PaceZPAornlil, . e

ness of the hummock\and found himgelf in the fifer{ : -

wen rr_'dm the wvillage zdrawn by the drunken

‘shouts of the orowd,

had gathered to watch the race,
and while the others laughed and cheered, th@y'brdught'_ ‘

;gpes and pulied out the man hgas_r &roﬂing._'
J ‘ :

¢ It was a long while before he came bacxk
to life.  The chill came near to be his bane, isut

1uWkily for his life there was a woman in the tewn va\]é’ -
who had been alnﬁm in the Crimean War and understooq

o - o
such conditions. S?g 1nata11ed :-_hgta;\lt -_i_-n -the_ _ﬁ.g .




house and watched the Bewew day and night, while
5 <A

by

Nadia' perpetuall;n dmnk, only came in from time to

time to curse the~Bewen for being sick. It -was her
way of expressing her love, What she wanted, what
she really cared for, was a man to join her in her

anusements, And while she had no soruples about
fidelity, thawiewown was the lord of the district,

& " Y : i
- and it was her pride that she had him under her

g

/L{’ {521

~ thumb,

There wex\e times in M illneas =

when the nurse a;mo,qf"deapai_re&, and Nadia/

mm- understood, in her dark soul that nis
death would e the end of bor empire., Sm:sgid"

' o herself that she ougnt to hura urried him lws

aad (st

.béfofe M she must do+ it now. . But the vodka

with which she had ...e.uqu herslf for so many years

utepaed between idea and exacution. :
ﬁ ;[’m@
It was W nha bronchcd the au‘bject.
e N o

—

Hbe sickness had washed all grtmsr desires from him.

- 18 -




He began to live again in the memories of early
boyhood. iiis religious training knocked at the
door of his dull consacience, He began to think |
W_
in a quite conventional, bourgeois way, of making
_ ‘ ’
reparation to the woman whom he had wronged.
A severe sickness is very trying to one's
sense of humour.
_He spoke of t..he na jr to his nurse.
(.'"
and she, ¥ goods 0ld soul /conﬂm-t him in his
" idea. The upshot was that one day when hg‘peeméd,_ _
sinking, she sent: for the,pops;and'draggiﬁg*Edﬂ;a.
. from her cq;ouaais with some Gyﬁnies who_were:
passing through hed them aafely married.
7y fﬁ-.l"’ %2 Lel, ans
it is poaaible tn.uiu-on was really
~ _ : die
nfteofgp in his subooﬁqoinusneaarby the nuper-
stitious idea of reparation, for from the moment

‘of his marriage he began rapidly to men., Ten days
: R R _ ;

later he was up and about. et

But he naa'a\naa-asaeﬂtiaizy chahged.v/
i 3 . '




His eye caught the dirt and disorder of the house,

which had never once been cleaned in tweive years, . - ¢

He began to remember how different it had been while

Jresovuo.
ikaria Semelteya lived. An ineffable weariness and

disgust swept through him., And, yet, such is the
force of habit, no sooner had he found .adia lying
drunk in the kitchen, than he called for drink.

But drink is a véry curiguh thing, 1t s
| 5 h ﬂaowéyaf,x

requires two parties to the transaction. ;he Baden
Prseld Rlant .

! who was drinkieg now was not the - Bjton who had drunk

_ before,

Previously, his nature had been merely

gross, and.vodka had accentuated that quality in o
him, ilow, he wau‘pnéiffad of Eeitigiity‘%ylthat; _f-;  'ﬁ;

N - .
{em%se call from death, and the obedient alcohol

now accentuated that quality just as it had done

the forme T

d{:-:wf‘

" He got drunk n&z!tna but 1nstead of ?is

2
1ouing nimself in a phantasia 1h5ue thema was animal




satisfaction, it gave him Wee clarity of vision’like
that of a drowning man who can comprehend in an
instant the whole vista of life,

He became melancholy, for that was part
of his original nature, but it was not the fierce and
irritable melancholia which had characterized that

R s ) ) P ‘.

typre of mood during his first wife's life time., It
was a puTe, a mystic melancholia, and the chorus was,
"What a rotten thing 1ife is, And, anyhow, what a
mess you've made of it,"

And when that thought took clear shape
in His wmind, his eéyes fell upon his wife, in twelve
years, she had grbwﬁ old and fat, Sﬁe.iﬁa'inﬁrédibiy“‘y5

- * g < _ : .
dirty. Her hair( matted with mud. Her clothes were

rf}thy bjyond words, torn and utsinﬁd. .llt‘ﬂid not

T ! A
secw as if she put them on., One might have said

that they had grown on her, like moss upbh>a rotten
oak stump. - ' L/
And, then again, came the.fierce cenntggn
= , T
- 21 - ' -




BN

" in her fat ams

€

attack of habit, ~ She wae the woman who gratified
evefy vile and perverfed habit that he hgd ever had,
To use his oin_lahguage, she was the yoman yhom he
loved,

As if in answer to this thought, she came
out of her drunken stupor, Ihere were several other

people in the kitchen, but théy;g;verritirred. it

. was certain that they woulg not stir for many an hour -

yet.

A

Nadia came to her husband,-sfagger;hg overi'f -

, S n ! e e
the flags of the kitchen. She caught him fiercely @

b/

The tumult51nvhip'abul‘increasedﬁaimoét tn.tha;#aiﬁt_*fﬁj

s

i . : : .
of ecstasy. All the sensual side of his nature,

dgyelcpea througn}yearaZfihduigenee, roused an almost

incoherent passion in him, The perceptive faculties
in him, rendercd exquisitely ucute-hy‘tha.emnciation
of his sickness and rooted deep in the soil of his
earliest training, cried bittor{z. "That th%pg is your
wife!"® u '

L

and smothered him with drunkeﬁ,kiﬁqéégif:fiiii



He tﬁrilled‘with horror and disgust.
rose the other wave, 1nsqrgent and insistent;
alternating,tﬁese two violencfes drove ‘him to
edge of insanity.

A moment came when he could nof longer
distinguish between them. and it was-at that moment .
Ay e reedes, jad otagyd Fan
that thoy-m-l t.nedher to the grounn..

Ae chance woul€ have it, there was a

*

rusty cerving knife lying upon the floor within-

sl

reach ofrhié\ﬁand. and even ad_hé avooned bﬁngath_ ;f:'73'

S ¥

her kisses. ne reached out for it and drove 1% slavlyfj

.ui=!lt¢=ﬂnn.i,»into her throax.
\

MW did not know what m hud ;._f_

Vs
done for e little while. When he camm te hima&lf
5o '
~“the other pecple in the roor we;e-still'asleep._ﬂe,

on the other hand, was more awake than he had ever
been in his whole life, =Hia;bra1n_ha&-never been

very active, but ai thia'mqmgﬁt'it was sﬁpernafunally

acute, He understead partactﬁy weli that~ﬁe had done
L %




=%

B

murder, He ﬁnqeretood perfectly well that he was
free from any possibility of suspicion, Furious
brawls had been too common in that house, iiore .

than once a man or a woman had been wounded nigh

tnto death. Yo one would suspect a convalescing

-

invalid of the crime, . He had no motive that any
Gl :

one could' ges, Any one of the dozenupeople'in that“,‘4 

A, {
"kitchen might have done it. When they woke up, it

et

would be their busiress to look after it, '

AN he had to do was to take a stroll in

the village, chet pleasantly with;tng'penplpfﬁkbﬁjhe;fdﬁ

~

might find Efgrﬁ., 'He was sure he could défit; }H§‘:ff -’ﬁ'"

did ndt feel the slightest tremor, efther of remoree
/ : . .

or fear,

4 K

B

walls of the old bi£~hOu83i_ He went quietly up-

»

stairs, put on his coat and hat, and went out of

the house humming a'tune._'_.‘ L Sk
: - Pl o

The lovely sun of spring shone beyemd the



I1L,.
When amrmm came to the village,
he found a wam ,\_velcome from everybody whom he met,
The mind of the Rusesian is admirably simple and well-
erdered, He never mistakes accidents for essentials.
A Czar might be a very terrible person. - He might

be stamped with every crime, e m‘ight be guilty c.f '

every o;ip_ression,jut he is the Little Father, Tem-

‘ w i A .‘- i
poral and Spiritual Head of the Empire, which is the

eivilized worldf*\ And as a father he 1u’to'bafi¢véd;l.~

'and revered as the. representative of God on earth. 7'

Simila,r},y, “""m might have been r&th&r .
" z«,W ¢ -

. & wicked in-m and the aerfa might be rea.dy to bm
, \ _

down the roof over his néaa'and-:oéat him in the
{

empers, but he never ceases to be the Dear Barén,
Vice Regent of the Czar, one ray of that Czar's

sunghine, The peasante must love him 'rith the love

not only of a child for a father, but that of a
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mother for a child, "He has been near to death and
God has preserved him to us and this is the happiest
day in our lives",

It is hard for those who do not know Russizuly
to underatand such psychology.

The result of it was that’with the fine .
weather ana the love of his villagers, ihqyit!nn .

eud¢eﬂf§ found himself in a wérld of aimplg,bhild-'w

A

like happiness, He experienced the relief Of'One f'5".
whose sine have been washed away, and wished such a

y

p$ate to endure fox ver.

Itvwaa,on%y when he became hangry_thatﬂﬁeﬁ;f.f5 Vn

‘thought of returning to his house. But the thought =

of that house was another aﬁiritual amakeﬁ1ng. i It ;k]}

J | s

-was’ho; a real house at all to him, It was a night-

mare from which he had awakened, »Put, again, his
physical being aroused in him the impulee to return
L . e h . .
to thet house, and this was a'thingzuhichxhe under-,
' o  f'L\ J
stcod that he could nevey do, 1
maé -




He vizﬁalizéd the twenty years he had spent
there with ahaoluté lucidity. He could never go
there-again.

But then the aitgation was quite simple.
He would ggmzo.hia friend, Stepan Pavlowitch, thg
merchant, and draw on him for funds, Ee would go
to‘spend the ap&ing in thé‘Crimea.- It was perfeetly

natural that one recovering from pneumonia should take'”_  '

 just that step. " s

People in Russia do not scrﬁtiniagfﬁ&vﬁﬁif :1;°_’#
the behaviour of individuals. Every one is sllowed

s

to do thinge in his own way.

g fi L .
There was no reason why he should start
\

from his house with Q-i;rQEjﬁﬁnbeéfaf*g;ugka)qna.ﬁhe; £ L
f%gd;igh of trumpete. .

' | So he wernit to_ﬁis'friend's house apd.took
Ten Thousand Ru.b-lés. He ehgq.gefl a .c:@z-rig.gekand set

out on his travels, a»free_éiﬂ; :

e _l‘\ -




LN

The fresh air and the swift motion exhilarated him
more than ever, He felt that by his act he had cut
himself off completely from his past. He knew perfect-
ly well that he stood in no danger whatever.

The evening haf fa:len when he came to -the
market town of the district and put up at the hotel,
He dined well,with no passion for drink. A small
: : , Vo o
bottle of light champagne was all that he touchgd;
And when his head sank on the pillow, he slept instantly,
T | , _
dreamlessly, like a tired child,
" In the morming, he woke early. He could mot
‘think where he was. ~He could no%-remembe$ dhy'ﬁ$'the'f"":'
».' . -, .‘\ 7,,--‘? s s ‘
events which had lesid up to his being in this strange

place?\ J ‘ -~

—~ ; Q .
One may suppose that there are few people

$ v :
to whom this experience hag not happened at ome time

or snother, And it is always s little embarrassing to

people of weak mentality, ﬁcrhi@n:even'n.littla térrifj
' o S
fying. - 28 - ' - e




To tho—iegon, enfeebled by h;s long sickﬁess’and no
dogbt sub-cOnsciougly a;rected by the rgyembrance of
what he had passed thiough, the situation was‘one'of
horror.

It presented itself to h1¢ in a shape which
ﬁe had pever previously enviaaged. * He said to him-
self, "Now i kngw who I am,aﬂé where 1 am,a#d how 1

am here, I am a murderer running away.®

That, you see, had been the true‘reason”tor x*guAu

had

hi- flight though R?at aspect/hever praviously prmsented‘

: *

itself to his consciauaness. '~ He was a.murderar,_-

running away, thbughfhe had not known,it'til;ftna;  ;*. _ ;‘?”
'xmmontrv o
But the 1dea,once’preagnteajto him in euch

N , . 5 n : e i .
fo;m,fﬁﬁok compléte poseession of-him,‘ He immediately

began to think of the things which would naturally
occur to any one in such a situation, e did not think
of the truth, that thexs was no chance whatever of any

> )

one suspecting him, Bc uxngly thcugh¢ ?, How it 1
escape notice? - 29 - . :
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S, first of all, it occurred to him that
he must change hie apbearance. So he dressed quietly
and quickly, went Qown;stairs and.ordefed his break-
fast. He walked down the st;eet until he came to a
barber shop.

The proprietor had not yet arrived at that
earl& hour in the morning. .The only pereén in the

ahoﬁ was an assistant, a_boy,di some'eighteen years

old, with a mess of chestnut hair, a.bright, quick

snile,and eyea, large, luetrous and 1ntense.‘

Foab Bl -
Gninﬂhannff took a swift fancy to him. -

He 'exchanged greetings rsr more °°r¢131 than“h1g1#9#;) §fJ7"
and asked for.a clean shave. It would be[eany;ta
7 iy . ‘ -
‘make some 1augh1ng excuse far ‘the changa in his appaar- }'_
"R I

¥

ance .the hotel,- A convalescent going to ﬁbme
fashionable resort in the Crimea does not need a big,
black beard, He began to try his excuses on the young
barber, who acquiesced in a flow of pleasant conversation.
; ‘ ._ , g
"This is the time to go ta the Crimed," said
- 5&4*E;;.Hfu,, | ‘




the boy, "the spring wind blows cold over from Tartary.
You see, Gospodin, how my hand trembles'alfhbugh the
s, ie W W6l WNBALEE VELEEIR
‘Ybs,‘thia ie spring weather, I have waited
a long wh;le through a dreary winter.®
*Your hair is;g litfle £h1nlon the top, sir,
can't I sell you thi; elixir, whiéh is m#dg,by the
clgver&gt chemist from Parié;'itself?
; ; i " . -
"¥o, sir, you need not be afraidg if mq; k.
Ahgnd tremblea;'\l have been shaving.peébiégféij;éigéé;:;V &;'

gﬁyeara'and X_héve never had an accidén$.‘

'Eo my . boy, ; would truat you with anyth1n$, ”; i

- lauzhed W "1 ham h&lf a mind to ask. you .
P —‘ 3 ;

to be my valet, Vhat do y_ou say tb ummg thia- 'du@.;j.liftlﬁ‘i}

" fown and sunning yourself among the fine ladies On'the
Plage?" 3
“The offer is_temptihg,"s#id.khe bvoy, "but
s ; o : Lo
I am on a journey, and 1 am very near its end. Zz;.nas
el . o
taken me s long while to get to this town which is

+




not far from the place tbat I have always wanted to go
to. -

"Strangeg ae it may seem to you, I think
there is a Cod wh§ spes ds travellers even when they

least expect it."

P%e(&z:ﬂ/ 4

L¥¢ hope He will upeed nme “.rapl;ed L

. "I have no doubt of that," cried the young
| 4
barber. .
A

"It seems almost a pity for joﬁ to lose that

bqautiful-beard; -1 Admired your agpearance*ao.mﬁ¢hi .

when jou came-into the Shbp. You look qﬁ;te différ@ﬁﬁ';?:'”
now. Of course, I do nqt mean to eay that 1 do ﬁbt'-fﬁ”ﬁ
admire yéu aé youfara. Though. perhaps. t;mﬁn never

10&35 his best with a lot of lather on hia race.

Ml Al i

1he.ina‘n 1aughed cheerfully.

"Talking of accide@ta.' aaid the boy, "it

gcems 80 ext?aordinary to me thai'suicldea-hafe no more -

sense. They try to cut thrﬁ#gh'thélthick nunnlés of

- o 7 i
the neck or pierce th§3“8ﬁ~ihﬁfbﬂnyqitfuﬁtﬁ?° of the




larynx, and as a surgicalrfact; it requires the greatest
determination as well aa'cohaide?able muscular strength
tb reach any vital artery in this direction. But, on
the other hand, the jmgular vein 1195 very near the
surface, and I sometimes think that ﬁearda were intendec
as a sort of protection to this part from some cutting

or piercing 1nstrumént.'

The boy's words, innocent ga they uere, filled

Pacel Potrindzl

the-Baren with a clammy terror. Was it not in that vein

that he had stabbed his wife?

\ :
. the
The boy noticod d change in his eyes.

 *1 hope that you will let me sell you aoms 0! -

A apecial : 15 e

oug(cream to uselfrter shaving,' he aaid’na though;@nr—jf_f~
A :
posely 1gnor1ng the sweat whioh had broken out on tbe
,\ R
fqrehegdigﬁjhia customer. %
N, ,ﬂa..d/&ﬁ;mzx

'Thank you.' said seBaden, 'perhayq‘ it

Y

will be as well for me to take a pot with me. * Bnt he

spoke through his clenched teeth 1ﬁLEbidxaapperation.
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The boy wiped she-Bedemis forehead with a

papkin,

"I fear you-have been i1l, eir," he said,

"and are not quite recovered. "

PrveltliaiAl

"Why, yea.' said tie—Bearen, "I told you I had

~n

. been i1l when first I came into the shop."
"Ah," said the boy, "I do not think you know _

what 111ngss is, I have a siikness of thé'abul._

*"Shall I go over;twiée; siry®

GE

"Yes,AlDpidgaemimaty, "1 want to be shaved
ClOﬂeo'

L

L wil;. shave very cloge,"” ma the ‘boy,

"but I w;ll be. carefuf riot to out yOu.

o Mu

u it possible that n did not notice th_e .

4&4&»—4&6&-

,\fearfuj staté of agit’ittion in’ which W now mlm?

o
It appeared like a coma. His eyes were :urned up'so

that the whites shornd,hoiiiﬁly; ?ethpuzhb did not

know very ‘clearly the nature of (his fear. 'Perhaxis‘ he
‘ : ' ' }
had not the power to analyae the caug}ex of emctyon ‘which

.M.




wes agonizing him, But, the boy noticed, no doubt, he

‘ L’mﬂg.c,d.”' # :
noticed well, and he sought to console Y by en-
. _ . _ : A

deavoring to awake his sympathy.

"However sick you may have been, sir, I can |
assure you that'young as I am, it le nothing to what 1
myself have suffered.

"When I.was a child, I was accused wrongfully
‘of =& theft, I was thrown out ofh the house where I .
had beeﬁ brouéhtnup and handed over 1ike & parcel tﬁ.icﬁ§i .
men who were traveliing in the country on their affairg;”f

Bobsti 75 .
) ﬁhaaieru‘iﬁ head swan, ’Extraordinary,'thgtt' ;;Lﬂ

this boy's story should recall his own béhafiaur to?aﬁ@@jf
, i o -
little Dqscha,‘lcng years ago, -1t eéemed as if“evax&“ﬂ"'
: ’ % ‘ : .

word was playing with the Bkill ot a bhinnse tarturer

&i§a0~ foss

"Yes, sir, this-is‘my'atery,“ continued the

-

. young barber,

"A little to the right, 1f_yeu‘p1eaee, sir, - .

. . -
*I have never forgotten the 1£3ury that wau
- 35 -




"done to me, I took a solemn oath that I would avenge

it.

“étill a ii#ile more to the right, if\you—please,
sir,

"I am going to surprise you, sir, perhaps. :ut,
after all, the thing is common in Ruseiam. I am reailys

a girl, But, that I might pursue more easily the plan

of my venééanpe, I have worn boy's clothes, lived a
| " \ TN

boy's life, léarmed a boy's trade. And, little by ;1ttx§?‘ -

I worked my way until 1 am now within‘&,day's'jou:nayiof 'ff-'~

AR ¢ 2 & :
the place where I mean to take my vengeance,

2 ! Ség your pardon, sir, - The nead a-trifl§   5¥;:ﬁf1
farther dack, ;fgyﬁu plqake;
"I should have said, I hed meant to take my
veggbance}there; But, ab I\aaid’before, to one ﬁhb
N : : ¥ ' o - _
travels earnestly, it sometimes happens that God comes

to meet him on the way. This world is full of gtrange

events. Is it not, sir? _ L

"I think you would find.yaurg?ai: bette?jif.yog
ik _ o




7 o
/

"Had it regularly aiﬁqéd.‘ It is allowing the hair to
grow too long and unevén.that makes it possible for the
germs to iive, which'caﬁse baldness, Singing sterilizes
perfectly the ends of the hair.f
Pavel Petrovitch gaspaa an affirmative. ;g did.
not know anytﬁiqg any more, but fear struck to the roots
_of hislaﬁul in a cold delirium.of anguish,

"Yes, sir,® the girl went on, “even if God

does not come half way to meet one, he certainly ﬁlwgyg_«ﬁj““

comes a little way. 1 thought nyself a da&‘aljoﬁrhéy'ffhﬁ 1ff
the author of my misery, and:éurioualy‘enpughfhb;ié}@n

.

'this chair, Pavel Petrovitch Goluchinoff!
"A little bay rum, sir?"
#o L - .
, The murderer did’not~anéwer; thé‘sirlig'hahg,*!'
1ightrgétit was, weighed on his head as 17 it had_he:n
the monument of his sins, e.d the'raabr was still at his

throat. . : L e

'No'bﬁy rum, air?"Atzitt1e~§awder,,pprhgpﬂ?
: 5 . C
We have exactly the powder you fddﬁizg¢_sg;in. ~ Qould 1
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*not sell you a stick of aluﬁ, in case at any time you
'should cut yourself in shaving, ﬁnd find it necessary -

_ fo stop»the bleeding? One éannot Qéally be too careful
with that jugular vein. Hardly a touqh frpm the ﬁoint

or the heel of this razor, and it woﬁld be all over., &0

aurgeon‘could do anything if you should happan to meet
. ‘ with such an accident, Pavel Petrovitch Goluchinoff,"

Little Dascha folded her rﬁzoq, and hastened to
¥ i

powder her customer's chin. ' A

"There, that is better. .hat certainly looks .,' o
| o SN . i
~ fine., Twenty kopecks, if you please, and pray do not

forget to remember the barber,f

¢ T ARE .
But he did not hear those words: God had come
. to meet little Dascha on her journey.,
" ,
J \

e . N
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