THE THREE SCHOOLS OF MAGICK
g i :

Gérard “Aumont.

There is to-day much misundarsﬁaﬁdihg of the méaning'_
of the term 'Magick'. Many attempts have been made to de-
fine it, but perhaps the best for our present purpose will y
be this: Magiok is the Soience of the Incomminsurébles.

It is partioularly to be noted thet Msgick, so often
mixed up in the popular idea of religioﬁ,'has nothing to
do with it. It is, in fact, the entire opposite of reli-
glon; It is even more-than-rhynioal Science, its 1rreoon~:
cilable enemy. .

Let us define this difference clearly.

Magick investigates the lawe dtrnaturo with the idea
of m%}ng use of them. It only differs from science &m.
£5%% by always keeping aheasd of it. As Frazer has shown,
Magick is science in the tentative stage, but it may bé.
and often if, more than this. It is sciénoé which, for

one reason or another, cannot be declared to the profans.




Religion, on the contrary, seeks to ignore the laws.
of Nature, or to escaps them by appeal to a postulated
power, which tng assume{ to have laid them down. The re-
ligious man is, in faot, incapable of understending what
the laws of Naturé rbilly afe.

The H&story of Magick has,never been seriously ate
tempted. For one reason, only initiates pledged to se- _
créoy know much aboyt it; for anothor; évéry historiaﬁ
hes been talking about some more or less convehtionhl,.
idea of Magick, not of the thing itself. But Magick has
led the world from before the beginning of history, if
only for the reason.tﬁat Magick has alwnyg been the mpthQ
er of Soience. It 15,_therefore, of extreme importance
that some effort should be made to understend a@_-thihg

of the subject, and there 15.-there£ore,<n¢ apé

¥

cessary for essaying this brief outline of its historical

aspects. ‘

There have always been, at 1eaqf in nucleus, three
main Schools of Philosophical practice. (We use the word
'philosophical' #n the old good broad sense, as in the
phrase "Philosophical Trangé:;ltiona of the Royal Scciety

for the Advancement of Knowledge;")
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It is customary t&kiasoribe these three Schools a8
YQllow;ABlack. and wyife. It is first necessary to warn
the raaﬁ;r that they must by, no hnaps be confounded with
racial ﬁiatinctions of colour, which correspond still less’
with conventional‘aymﬁols suchhg: yellow cap#,. yellow
roiws, black mag}o,’gh&:e witchoreft, and the like. The
danger is only the gfﬁater that these analogies are often
a8 alluring as they proéé o0 dn.o;amggion to be mias-
leading. - \

Thaée Schqols represent three perfeotlyqliatinct and
contrary theories ofytﬁe Universe snd éhéraxoro practices -
of Bpifitual science., The magical formula of each is as
precise as a theorem of trigonometry. Each assumes as fun&-,
smental & certain law of Nature, and tﬁe,suh}éct is campli-

cated by the fact that each School, in a certain sense,

mits the formulse-of the other two. It merely regards them

a8 in some way 1noom§ieto. secondary, or illusory. Now,
as will be seen later, the Yellow SOhooi'atgnda 8loof
from the other two by the nafur& of its poatul‘tes, but ’
the Bleock School and the White are slways more or less in
active conflict; and it is because just at this moment

that conflict is approaching a climax that ft is necessary
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to write this essay: Th*\dapts of the White School ocone
pider ‘& present danger to mankind so great that they are
' prepared to ebandon their tr.ditional policy of silence,

in order to enlist in their ranks tho profana_of every

nation. . i

We ere in poss:\l-‘n of':\&@rtain mystical document ™
which we may deaoribz.sgiefly :Q; convenienoe agke, as an
Apooalypso of which we hold Wpe kas. thanks to the inter-
vention of the Master who has appeared at this grave con-
junotnro of Fate. Thia_document consists of N series of
visions, in which we hear the voice of veriQus Inteflli-
gences whose nature it would be hard to-define. but who

are at the very least endowed with knowledge and power far
beyond anything that we are accustomed to regard &8s proper

N

We must quoté a passage frolm one of the most important

to the human rsace.

of these documents. The doctrine is conveyed, as ig cue-.
tomary ggéng initistes, in the form of a parable. Those
who have attained even & mediocre degree of enlightenment"
are awafé that the crude belief of the feithful, and the
erude infidelity of the aooffer with regaxrd to matters of
faot, are merely childish. BEvery incident in Nature, trne
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or false, possesses a spiritusl significance. It is this
gignificance, and only this significance, that possesses éﬁhy
spixkixx philosophical value to the Initiste. i

The orthodox need not be ahooked, and the enlightened
needggot be contempfuoup. to lea;ﬁ that the passage which
we are about to quote is a parable based on the least deco-
rous of the Biblical legends which refer to Nosh. It sim-
Ply buptnres fof its own purposes the'convenienoe-ofrSorip-
‘ture.

"And & voice ories: Cgrsed be he that shall uncover
the nakedness of the Most Eigh,rfor he is drunken upon the
wine that is the blood of the adeﬁts. And BABALON hath
‘lulled him to sleep upon her breast, snd she hsth fled sway,
and left him naked, and she hath called hef children toééthA‘

er, saying: Come up with me, and let us make & mock of the.

nakedness qf the Most High.

"And the first of the adépta odvere& His shame with &
cloth, walking backwards, and was white, And the second of
the adepts covered his shame with e cloth, walking sideways,
and was yellow. And the third of the adepts made a mock of
His nakedness, walking forwsrds, and wes black. And these

are the three great schools of the Magl, who are also ihe
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three lagi that joufneyed unto Bethlehem; and because thoun
hast not wisdom, thou shalt not know which school prevaile-
eth,‘or'i: the three Bchooli be not one."

We are now ready to study the philosophicsl bases of

~fhese three 89hools. We must, howevér. enter a caveat

againef too literal an interpretation, even of the parable.
It may be suspected, for reasons which should be apparént
after further iniestigatiou of the doctrines of the Schools,
that this parable was invented by an Intelligenoe of the
Black School who was ainie of his iniduity‘and thought to
transform it into righteousness by the alchemy of making a
boast of it. The intelligent reader will ndte_th@_inaidi-
ous sttempt to identify the doctrine of the Black School
with the kind of black magic that ;é commonly called Diab-
olism. In other words, this perable is itself an example

of an exceedingly subtle black magic operation, and the

oontempletion of such devices carried far enough brings us
s

to an understanding of the iatoundiﬁé;y ophijian processes
of Magicians. Let not the profahe reader dismfas'inah ﬁus.
tleties from his mind as negligible nonsemse. It is cun-
ning of this kind that determines the price of potatoes.

The above digression is perhaps not so inexcusgable as




" it may seem on & first reading. Careful study of it should

reveal to the feqder the nature of the thought-processes
which are habituslly used by the secret Masters of the human
race to determine its destihy. L
on When everykonq is done iﬁughipg; I will ask them to
compare the rdﬁl effects produced on the course of human af-
fairs by Caosar. Attila, and Napoleon,on the one hand; of
Plato, the Enoclyclopaedists, and Karl Marx, on the other/

° . . ° .

The Yellow Sohool of Uagick considers, with complete
sofentific and philosophiosl detechment, the fact of the
Universe ae & fact. Being itself & part of that Universe,
it reslises its impotence to alter the totslity in the
smallest degree. To put it vulgarly, it does not try to
raise itself from the ground by pulling st its socks. It
therefore opposes to the current of phenomena no raaotion

either of hatred or of'synpathy. So far as it attempts to -

influence the course of events at all, it &oea g0 in the only

intelligent way conceiveble: it seeks to diminish internal
friction. It remainsy therefore, in a contemplative atti-
tude. To use the terms of Western philosophy, there is in
its attitude aomething of the stoicism of Zeno or of the
Pickwickianism, if I may ugezthe term'of.upicnrus. The




ideal reaction to phenomena is that of perfect elasticity,
It possesses soﬁathing of the cold-bloodedness of mathemate
ioa. and for this reason itrseems fair to say, for the pur-
poses of elementary ltndy’ that Pythagoras is its most nd-
equate exponent in European phlloaophy

Since the discovery of Auiatic thonght, however, we
have no need to take our ideas at[aocond hand. The Ybllowi
Sohool-of-uagiok possesses one perfect classic, The Tao Tehm

King. (Unfortunately, there is no translation at present

published which is the work of an Initiate. All'existing

translations have been garbled by people who simply.railed_”
to understand the text. an approximately perfect rendering
i# indeed available, but 80 far it exists only in mann-
soript. One object of the presant eanay is to ereate suffi-
cient public interest to make this work._gnd others of
equal value, availsble to the public.) e

It is impossible to find any religion which adeqnstely
represents the thought of this masterpiece. Not only is
religién a8 such repugnant . to science and philosophy,rbut
from the very nature of the tenets of the Yellow School,
its adherents are not going to put themselves to any in-
convenience to enlighten a lot of people whom they consider

a8 hopeless fools.
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At the ssme time, the theory of religion as such be-
ing a tissue of falsehood, the only real strength of any
religion is derived frolmits pilferings of liagicsl doo-
trine; and religious persons:being by definition‘ontirely‘

A%Laornpuloua,_it follows that any given religion is likely
to contain scraps of liagical dqotrineffilohed more or less
haphazard from one School or the other as occasion serves.
Let the resder therefore beware most seriously of try-
ing to get a grasp of this subject by means of siren analo-
gies. Teolsm has a8 little mk to do with the Tao Teh King
as the Catholic Church with the Gospel. |
The Tao Teh King inculcates copscious ingetion, or
rather, unconscious inaction, with the objaot of miniuizing{
the d#sorder of the world. A few quotations from the text
should make the essence of the doctrine clear. : .
X.3 "Here is the Mystery of Virtus. It createth all
- and nourisheth all; yet it doth not adhere to
them; it operateth all, but knoweth not of it,. -
nor proclaimeth it; it directeth sall, but with-"
out consecious control." L :
XXII. 2 "Therefore the sage concentrateth upon one Iill,
and it is as a light to the whole world. Hid-
ing himself, he shineth; withdrawing himself,
he attracteth notice; humbling himeelf, he gain-

eth force to achieve his Will. Because he striv-
eth not, no man may contend against him."

ILIII. 1 “The softest substance hunteth down the hardest;
_ the Unsubstantial penetrateth where there is
no opening. Here is the Virtue of Inertia.

L
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2. Few are they who attain: whose speech is Si-
lence, whose Work is Inertia.g"

XLVIII,3. "He who attrascteth to himself sdf that is under
Heaven doth so without effort. He who maketh
effort is not able to attract it." -

;LVIII.3 "The wise man is foursquere, and avoideth age
gression; his corners do not injure others.
He moveth in & straight line and turneth not
aside therefrom; he is brilliant but} doth not
blind with his brightness."”

"Do great things while they are yet small, hard

" things while they are yet easy; for all thinga,w'
how great or hard soever, have a beginning when
they are little and easy. So thus the wise man
accomplisheth the greatest tasks without nnder—
taking anything important,"

"So then rigidity and hardness sre the atigmata ~
0f death; elasticity and adaptability, of life.
"He then who putteth forth strength is not victo-

rious; even as a strong tree filleth the em-
brace.
"Thus the hard and rigid have the inferior place,
the soft and eldstic the superior.”

The Black School of Magick, .which must by no means ba
confused with the School of Black Magic or Sorcery, which
is a perversion of the White tradition, is distinguiahad

fundamentally from the Yellow School in that it considers

the Universe not as neutral, but Es definitely é curse.
Its primary theorem is the First Noble Truth of the Buddha
Everything is Sorrow‘**in the primitive classics of this
School the idea of sorrow is confused with that of sin.




(This idea of uﬁiversal lamentation is presumsably reéponai-
ble for.the choice of black as its symbolic colour.)

The snalysis of the philbsopheré ff this Sochool refers
every pihenomenon"to the oatégdfy of éorrow. It is quite
uaé%;sa to point-out to them that =mmxx certain events are

tions and phrove to your satisfactiony or rather dissatisfao&

aoeompan;g%iwith joy: they continue thelr ruthless calcula-

tion, that‘the more apparently pleasant an event is, the
more malignantly deceptive is its fascination. There is
only one way of escape even conceivable, and this way is
quite simply snnihilation. (Shallow oritics of Buddhism
have wasted a great deal of stupid ingenuity on tryihgrtq
make out that Nirvana or Nibbans mesns something d;fférent
¢rom what etymology; tradition, snd the evidence of the
classics combine to define it, It means quite simply céss-
ation! and it stands to reason that if everything is sorrow
the only thing which is not sorrow is nothing,lsnd'fhat‘
therefore to escape from sorrow is the attainment of noth-
ingness.) -

Western philosophy has on occasion approached this doo-
trine. It has at least asserted that no known form of exise
tence is exempt from sorrow. Huxley says, in his Evolution

and Ethics, "Suffering is the badge of all the tribe of

L




sentient things."

The philosophers of this School, geeking, naturally
enough, to amend the evil at the root, inquire into thé
cause of this existence which is sorrow, and arrive imme~
diately at the Second Noble Truth of the Buddha: The Cause
of Sorrow is Desire. They follow with Epe endless concate-

nation of csuses, of whioh the final root is ignorance.

: ud
(I am not concerned to defsme the logic of this School: I

morely state their dootrine.) The practical issue of all
this is that every kind of action is both unavoidable and e
erime. I must digress to explain that the confusion of

" thought in this doctrine is constantly recurrent. That is
part of the blackness of the ignorahce which they confess to
be the foundation of their Universe. (And after all, every
one has surely the right to have his own Universe the‘why
he wants it.) ' o

This School beirng debased by nature, is not so far re-

moved from conventional religion as either the White or the
Yellow. Most primitive fetishistic religions mey, in fact,
be considered fairly faithful repreaentativee'of”thia phil-
osophy. Where animism holds sway, the medtoine‘man bérson-

ifies this universal evil and seeks to propitiaste it by hu.




man sacrifice. The early forms of Judaism, and that type
_of Christianity which we associate with the Salvation Army,
Billy Sunday, and the Fundamentalists of the back blocks of
America, are sufficiently simple.cases of religion whose es-
gence is the propitiation of a malignant demon. :
When the light of intelligence Dbegins to dawn dimly
6ﬂ}ough many fogs upon these savages, we reach a second
stage. Bold spirits muster courage to assert that the evil
which is so.obvious is, in some mysterious way, an illusion.
They thus throw b#ok the whole complexity of sorrow to &
single cause; that is, the arising of the illusion afore-
sald. Hew-ie-3hat The‘pfoblem'then asﬁpmes a final form:

How is that illusion to be destroyed?

A fairly pure example of the first stage of this type

of thought is to be found in the Vedas; of fhe second stage,
in the Upanishads. But the answer t6 the question, How is
the illusion of evil to be destroyed, ﬁependaAon'another
point of theory. We may poetu1§t6 éjELrabrahm infinitely
good, atc.,'etc., etc.; in which case we may.ponaidaf the
destruction of the illusion of evil as the reuniting of the
consciousness with Parabrahm. Tﬁe unfortunate pa;t‘of this
scheme of things is that on seeking to define Parsbrahm for
the purposes of returning to his purity, it is discovered,
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sooner or lster, that he (or it)possesses no qualities at
gll! In other words, as the farmer said; on being shown
the elephant$§, There ain't no Sioh animiled. It was Genta-
ma Buddha who perceived the 1nut111tyrof dragging in this
imagin;}y pachyderm. Since your Parabrahm, he said to the
Hindu philosophers, is aotually‘nothing.fﬁhy not stick to
our oé%éin;l perception that everything is sorrow, and ad-
mit that the only way to escape froh_sorrowiis to arfive at
nothingness? :
We may complete the whole tradition of the Indiasn pen-
insula very simply. To the Vedas, the Uﬁhniahada, and the
Tr;pitika of the Buddhists, wa‘have only to add the Tantras
of what ére called the Vamacharya Schools. ‘Paradoxical‘as
it may sound, the Tantrics are in reality the most advenced

of the Hindus., Their theory is in its philosophical ulti-

matisf a primitive stage of the White tradition, for the

essence of the Tantric cults is that by the performande'of
certain rites of Magick, one does not éﬁiy_esoape disaster,
but obtaine posifive benediotion. The Tantric is not bb;-
gessed by the will-to-die. It is é difficult business, no
doubt, to get any fun out Qf existence, but at least it is
not impossible. In other wo;da, he implicitly denies the

fundamentsl proposition that éxistence is sorrow, &and he




formulates the essential postulate of the White School of
Magick, thatrmeans exist by which the universal aorrow(ap-
parent indeed to all ordinary observatioﬂ)may be unmaskad'
even as at the ihitiatory rie of Isis in the ancient days
of Khem, a Neophyte presenting his mouth, under compﬁlaion.
to the pouting buttocks of the Goat of ﬁ;ndez, found himselt‘
oareﬁi;d by the chaste 1lips of a virginal priestess of that
Goddess at the bese of whose shring.it is ;ritten thatNo
men hath lifted her veil.
The basis of the Black philosophy is not imposeibly

- mere climate, with its resulting etiolgtion of the native,
ité languid, bilious, g1é?mio. fevdr-prost;stad. emascula-
tion of the soul of man. -We acoordingly finﬂA few true
equivalents of this School in Europe. In Greek ﬁhiloéoyhy
there is no trece of any such dootrine. The poison in 155
foulest and most virulent form only entered with,chfystién-'
1ty.' But even so, few men of any real eminence iaré fénnd '!
to take the axioms of pessimism ierioﬁsly.. Huxley, for all
his harping on the minor key, was & eupeptic Tory. The

culmination of the Black philosophy is only found in‘thdpen-

hauer, and we may regard him as having been obsessed, on
the one hand, by the despair born of false scepticism which
he learnt fro)y the bankruptey of Hume and Kant; on the

rdz.f“;e., \é Cahdnr & Mﬂ ol bf‘u-a7¢‘ _c-—gf&ﬁ‘&d
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Magick, that means exist by which the universal sorrow (ap-
parent indeed to all ordinary observation) may be unmasked'
even as at the initiatory ris of Isis in the ancient days
of Khem, a Neophyte prasentnng his mouth, under compulsion,
to the pouting buttocks of the Goat of ‘iendez, found himself
caressed b’y@\the chaste lips of a virginal priestess of that
Goddess at the bese of whose shring it is .writtex; thatNo
men hath 1ifted her veil.

The basis of the Black philosophy is not impossibly
mere climate, w1th its resulting etiolation of the native,
lts languid bilious, a,n"emic, fever-prostrated emascula-
tion of the soul of man. -We acoordingly ﬂndA :tew true
equivalents of this School in Europe. In Greek philosophy
there is no trace of any such doctrine. The poison in its
foulest and most virulent form only enteréd wi}thuchristi’an'-’
1t,y.' But even so, few men of any real emj.nenoe were found
‘to take the axioms of pessimism gseriously. Huxley, for all
his harping on the minor key, was & eupeptic Tory. The
culmination of the Black philosophy is onmly found in Schopen-
hauer, »a.nd we may regard him a.é having been obsessed, on
the one hand, by the despair born of false soepticiaml which
he learnt froj the bankruptey of Hume and Kant; on the
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formulates the essentisl postulate of the White School of
Magick, that maansleziat by which the universal aorranspo
parent indeed tb all ordinary obaorvatiod)may be unnnnkad'
even as at the initiatory rie of Isis in the ancient daye |
of Khem, a Neophyte proaenting his mouth, under compulsion,
to the pouting buttocks of the Goat of Mendes, found himself
caressed b§y;ha chaste lips of & virginal priestess of thgt
Goddess at the base of whose shring it is lritter; that_Ma
map hath lifted her veil.

The basis of the Black philosophy is not impossibly
mere climate, with its resulting etiolation of the native,
ité languid, bilious, .‘éﬁmio. fever-prostrated, emascula-
tion of the soul of man. -We acoordinglﬁ ﬁndA few true
equivalents of this School in Burope. In Greek philosophy
there is no trace of any such dootrine. The poison in its
foulest and most virulent form only entered with chrtit;ahf')

1t1.' But even so, few men of any real eninogca i'ra—fonnd

to take the axioms of pessimism -oricuilj. Huxley, for all

his harping on the minor key, was & eupeptic Tory. The
culmination of the Black philosophy is only found in Schopen-
hauner, and we may regard him as h@ving been obsessed, on

the one hand, by the despair born of false auaptioian'whiah
he learnt tro‘h the bankruptoy of Hume and Kant; on the
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other, by the direct ohscauioh_of the Buddhist documents to

whioch he was one of the earliest Europeans to obtain acceses.

He was, s0 to épeuk, driven to‘suioido by his own vanity,

a curious parsllel to Kiriloff in The Possessed of Diitoielf-

sky. '
We have, however, examples plantiful enough of relige

ions dorif@gg slmost exclusively from the Black tradition

in its different stages. We have already mentioned the ‘

e : Evaﬁgolioal cults with their ferocious devil-god who
| creates mankind for the pleasure of damning it and torJ?’it

’ to orawl before him while he yells with drunken glno-oftr-
¢ the agony of his only lom.‘l But 1n‘the same class, we must
place Christian Science, so grotesquely afraid of pain, _
suffering, and evil of every sort, that they can think‘ o 1
nothing better than to bleat denials of its aotualit&. in
the hope of hypnotising themselves into ansesthesis.

Prectically no Westerns have reached the third stage ‘
of the Blsek trsdition, the Buddhist stege. It is only
i{solated mystics, snd these men who renk themselves with -
8 ocontemptuous compliance under the ntﬁndgrd of the nearest
religion, the one which will bother them least in their
quest of nothingness.

The doocuments of the Black School of Magick have al-

-
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We have, however, examples plentiful enough of relige
ions derif%gé almost exclusively from the Black tradition
hin 1t§ different stages. We have already,mantioﬁed the
»Evaigelioal cults with their ferocious devil-god who
creates mankind for the pleasure of damning it and forg;7i
to orawl before him while he yells with‘dfunken glee over:
the agony of his only son.' But in the same 61&88, we must
place Christién Science, 80 grotesquelynafraid of pain,
suffering, and evil of every sort, that they can think* of
nothing better than to bleat denials of its aatualitj. in
the hope of hypnotizing themselves into anaestheéia. |

Practically no Westerns have reached the thiid étage
of the Black tredition, the Buddhist stage. It is only
isolated mystics, and’theae men whogxank themselfes,with"
@ contemptuous compliance under the sténdard of the heares
religion, the one which will bother them least in their
quest of nothingness.

The documents of the Black School of Magick have al-
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We have, however, examples plentiful enough of relige
ions derif%gé almost exclusively from the Black tradition
hin 1t§ different stages. We have already,mantioﬁed the
»Evaigelioal cults with their ferocious devil-god who
creates mankind for the pleasure of damning it and forg;7i
to orawl before him while he yells with‘dfunken glee over:
the agony of his only son.' But in the same 61&88, we must
place Christién Science, 80 grotesquelynafraid of pain,
suffering, and evil of every sort, that they can think* of
nothing better than to bleat denials of its aatualitj. in
the hope of hypnotizing themselves into anaestheéia. |

Practically no Westerns have reached the thiid étage
of the Black tredition, the Buddhist stage. It is only
isolated mystics, and’theae men whogxank themselfes,with"
@ contemptuous compliance under the sténdard of the heares
religion, the one which will bother them least in their
quest of nothingness.

The documents of the Black School of Magick have al-
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othé:. by the”difect'qbaessioﬁvof the Buddhist documents to
which he was one of the earliest EZuropeans to obtain access.
He was, so0 to épeak. driven to Quioide by his own vanity,
a curious parallel to Kiriloff in The Posaésaed of D'itoiew-
8ky.

We have, however, examples plentiful enough of religé

ions deri#fgé almost exclusively from the Black tradition

in its different stages. We have slready mentioned the

Evaﬁgelioal cults with their ferocious devil-god who
oreates mankind for the pleasure of damning it and fo:‘F’it
to orawl before him while he yells with dfunken glee ovér-
the agony of his only son.' But in fhe same class, we must
place Ghristién Science, s0 grotesquelyuafraid of pain,
suffering, and evil of every sort, that they can think# of
nothing better than to bleat denials of its aotualitj. in
the hope of hypnotizing themselves into ansesthesia, ’
Practically no Westerns have reached the third-ataﬁo"
of the Black tradition, the Buddhist stage. It is only
isolated mystics, end these men who rank themselves with -
e ocontemptuous compliahoe under the aténdgrd of the hearest
religion, the one which will bother them least in their
quest of nothingness. ‘

The documents of the Black School of Magick have al-
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ready been indicated. 'They are; for the most pari, tedious
to the ﬁasf degree and repulsive to every wholeaome-minded
yet it cen hardly be denied that such books as The

Dhammapsda and Eoclesiaetivs are masterpieoea of literature.
They represent the agony of human despair at its utmost de-
gree of intgnmsity, and the malgndholy contemylation which is
induced by their‘pérnqsl is not unfevourable to the incep-
tion of thgt mood‘whiop should lead every fruly coursageous
intelligence to the determinétion'to escape from the ferpfule
of the Bl ck Sohool mastar to the outstretched srms of the
White niniotozs of Life.

° 4§ [ ] o : [ ] B ®

Let us leave the sinister figure of Schopenhauer for
the mysteriously radiant shape of Spinoza; This latter
- philosopher, in respect at least of his Pantheiam; repre=
sents fairly enough the fundamental of the ﬁhite tradition,
Alnoat the first observation that we have to make is that
thil White tradition is hardly discoverable outside Europo.
It appears first of all in the legend of Dionysus. (In
this conhection read carefully Biowning's "Apollo and tho
Fatea".) The Egyptian tradition of Osiris is not dissimilar.
The central ides of the White School is that, admitted that

everything is sorrow for the profane, the Initiate has the
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means of transforming it to, Everything is joy. There is
no question of any ostfich 1gnofing a fact, a8 in Christian
: Séiencq.« There is no even any moio or less sophisticated
argument sbout the point of view altering the sitﬁation a8
in Vedentism. We have, on the: contrary, an attitude which
wa¥ perhaps first of all, historically speakingj defined by
Zorosster, "Nature teaches us, and the Oracles aleo affirm,
that even the evil germa_of liatter may alike become useful
end good." “Bfay not on the gé}cipice with thg d?oss of
Matter; for there is a place for thipjg Image-in a realm ev-
er splendid." "If thou exteﬁdest'the Fiery liind to the wofk -
of piety, thou wilt preserve the fluxible body."

It appears that the Levant, from Bysentium and Athens
to Damascus, Jerusalem, Alexandria an@ Gaird; was preocduy
pied with the formulation of thib'Sohoo}’in a goyﬁ1ar re-
ligion, beginning in the days of Augustus Caéégf.‘.rbr. ‘ )
there are elements of this central ides in the works of the
Gnostics, in certain rituals of what Fraier_oopvehiently |
calls the Agietic God, as in tﬁe¢;omnantn of.tha Ancient
Egyptian Cult. The doctrine booame.abominably corrupted 1h
committee, so to speak, and the result iaa Chriatianity.
which may be regarded as a Uhite.ritual overlaid by a mouns
tainous mass of Blsok dootrine:deéfthg baby of the mother that

ﬁ:ij Sl non~Sedled . '

L
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We may define the doctrine of the White School in its
purity in very simple tsfms.

Existence is pure Jjoy. Sorrow'ia caused by failure to
perceive this fact, but this is not a misfortune. We have
invented sorrow, which does not matter ﬁo much after all,

the
in 6¥der to have exufberant satisfaction of getting rid of

it. Existence is thus 8 sacrament. ‘

Adepts of-the Whita Sohool regard their brethren of the
Black very much a8 the aristocratic English Sahid of the
days when England wes & nation regarded the bﬁnightﬁd Hine
du. Nietzche expresses the ﬁhilosophy of fhis School to
that aitent with considerable accuracy and vigour. The man
who denounces life merely defines himself as the man who is.
unequal to it. Theb;:;: man rejoioes in giving and taking
hard knocks, and fhe braﬁzl is {dyous,‘ The Sandinavian
idea of Valhalla A a heaven of'popalar con-
cert,like the Christian; of unconﬂoiona repose, like the
Buddhist; or even of sensual enjoyment 1like the Hoslam.
excites his nausea and contempt. Ha understanda that the
only joy worth while is the joy of continual victory. and
victory itself would become as tame aa croquet if it were

not spiced by equally continual defesat.

The purgist documents of the Whité School arc found in
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the Saorqd Books of Thelema., The doctrine is given in ex.

cellent perfection both in the book of The Heart Girt with
the Serpent and in the book of Lapis Lazuli. A single pag-
sage is adeguate to explain the'formula?_

7. Moreover I beheld & vision of a river. There
a8 & little boat thereon; and in it under purple
sails was a golden woman, an image of Asi wrought in
finest gold. Also the river was of blood, and the ;
boat of shining steel. Then I loved her; and, loosing
my girdle, cast myself into the stream, e

8. I gathered myself into the little boat, and for
maeny days and nights did I love her, burning beauti.
ful incense before her. -

9. Yea!l I gave her of the flower of my youth,

10, But she stirred not; only by my kisses I defiled
her so that she turned to blackness before me.

11, Yet I worshipped her, and gave her q;,the flower
of my youth. S

12. Also it came to pass, that thereby she sickened,
and corrupted before me. Almost I cast myself into the
stream. ' :

15 Then at the end appointed her body was whiter
than the milk of the stars, and her lips red and warm
88 the sunset, and her life of a white heat like the
heat of the midmost sun. L

14. Then rose she up from the abyss of Ages of
Sleep, and her body embraced me. Altogether I melted
into her beauty and was glad.

15. The river also became the river of Amrit, and
the 1little boat was the chariot of the flesh, and the
sails thereof the blood of the heart that besreth me,

that beareth me,.
- Liber LXV, Cap. II.

(We find even in profene literature this doctrine of the
. White School of Magick.
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0 Buddha! couldst thou nowhere rest
4 pivot for the universe?

Must all things be alike confessed
Mere changes rung upon & curse?

I swear by all the bliss of blue
My Phryne with her powder on  _
Is just as false—and Just 'as true—
Qo As your disgusting skeleton. :

Each to his taste: if you prefer ,
This loathly brooding on Decay,
I call it Growth, and lovelier
Than all therglamans.of the day.
e ] ® L]

You would not dally with Doreen
Because her fairness was tf fade,
Because you know the things unclean

That go to make & mortal maid.

I, if her rotten corpse were mine,
Would take it as my natural food,
Denying all but the Divine
Alike in evil and in good.

Aspasia may skin me close,
And Lais load me with disease.
Poor pleasures, bitter bargains, those?
I still despise Diogenes.
e o ® L ]

Follow your fancy far enough!
At last you.come to God. )

(surely >
R odghahs 20

There is thus in this School no attempt to deny that
Nature is, as Zoroaster said, 'a IJE=; and evil force'; but
Neture is, so to speak,"the First latter of the Work" which
i8 to be‘transmuﬁfed into gold. The joy ie a function of

~
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our own part in this aloheﬁy. For this reason we find ~the
boldest and Most skilful adepts delibérately seeking out

the most repugnant elements of Nature that their triuﬁph E
may be the greater. The formula is: evidently one of daunt- |
less d%ﬁiage. It exprésaeértééuigﬁél pf'vitality and mane

H

hood in its most djnamio sense.

The only religion which_really corresponds to this -
Sehool at all is that of Ancient Egypt; possibly also that
of Chalded. This is because those religions are Magical
religions in the strict technicél sense,; the‘religiona come
pound in theh is negligible. So far as it exists, it exe i
ists only for thetfﬁitiate. _ o

There are, however, traces of thé begipning.of the in-
fluence of the School in Judaism end in Paganism. There sre,
too, certain documents of the pure Greek epir1t<ih16h'baar‘
traces of this. It is what they oaligd &haurgy.

The Christian religion in its simplest ésaencp,-hy
thaet idea of overcoming evil through_a lMagical ceremony, the
Crucifixion, seems at first sight & feir example of the
White tradition, but the idea of sin end of propitiation
tainted it sbominably with Blackness., There have been, how- -!
ever, certain Christian thinkers who have taken the bold

‘logical step of regarding evil as & device of God for exer- ;




oising the‘joya of combat snd viectory. This is, of course,
a pérfeotly White doctrine, but it is regarded as the most
dangerous of hor;aiosr (Ronace V1. 4.2, <t o£.)

For all that, the idea is there. The Mags-itself is
essentially @ typicel White ritual. Its purpose ia to trans-
form crude mstter direotl; into Godhead. It is thus a car-
dinal operation of Palismanic Maggick. But the influence of
the Black School has corroded the idea with theologioal ace
oretiona. metaphysical on the one hand and anparatitiona on
the other, 8o completely as to maikthe Pruth altogether. ./

At the Reformation we find a nugatogy attempt to re-
move the Black element. The Protestant thinkers did their
best to get rid of the idea of sin; but it was éoon seen
that the effort could only 19&‘ to antimonianiam. and they

‘recognized that thie would infallibly doatroy the religions

idea a8 such.

Mysticism, both Catholic and Protestsnt, made a further

attempt to free Christianity from ths-dark cloud of iniéuity.
They joined hands with the Sufis and Vedaﬁtists. .But this
again led to the mere denial of the reality of evil., Thus ‘
drawing away, little by little, from clear appreviation of
the faots of Nature, their doctrine became purely theoreti-
cal snd faded away, while the thunderoloud of sin settled

-

7
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dotn more heavily than ever.

The most important of all the efforts of the White
School, froﬁ an exoteric point of view, is Islam., In its
doctrine there 15 some slight taiﬁgﬂ but much less than in
Christigmity. It is a virile religion? It looks facts in
the fsce and sdmite iheir horror, but it proposes to overe
come them by éhee; dint of manhood. Uhfortunately, the met-
aﬁ_h"ysioal c:conemp‘t:i.m'}st of its Quaai-profane Schools are grosse
ly materialistic. It is only the Pantheiqtlof the Sufis
which eliminates thé conceptioﬁ'of propitiation; and in
practice, the Sufis are too closely allied to the Vodantiafa
to retain hold of reality.

There is in history only one movement ihose'ObJeltAhql

been to organize the isolated adepta'qr the White_3¢hodl of
Magick, and this movemeﬁt was totally ungohnéoted with*re;
ligion, except in so far as it lent_itg-iﬁ{luenoe to the
reformer of the Christian church., Ite appesl wes not at all
to the people. It merely offered‘td open up relétibns_and ,
communicate certain practical secreté‘of viadbm tq isolated
men of science througﬁ:ﬁﬁropo, This movement is generaily
known by the name of Roqicrnoianism. _ ;
The word arouses all sorts of regrettable corresponden-

uﬁos, but the adepts of the Society have never worried them-
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selves 1nrthe least about the abuse of their neme for the
purposes of charlatanism or the attacks directed against
them by envious oritics. Indeed, so wisely have they cone
cealed their activities that many modern schoflers have de-
claré%ﬁthat no such movement ever existed, that 1tf;:?h kind

of practical joke played upon the curiosity of the credulous

Middle Ages. It is at least certain that no officlal publi-

cations have been put forward. The essential Bgoreta have
. been maintained inviolate. If. dur{ng the last few yearé.
a considerable number of documents have been published by
them, though not in their name, it is on acoount of the ime
pending ctisis to civilization, of which mention will later
be made. ‘

There is no good purpose, even were there Iigeﬁse, to
discuss the nature of the basis of acigntific atfaiﬁﬁﬁﬁtr
whioch is the core of the dootrineh-of tho,Society. It is
only necessary to point out that its correépon¢enoe'with al-
chemy is the one genuine fact on the subject whioh has been
allowed to transpiro; f%r the Rosiocrue 1an,¢e indicated by
his central ?’mbol. thé barren cposs on which he has made
the roaiﬂzgiflower. occupies himself primarily with spiritual
and'phyh{oal alchemy. Taking "the First Matter of the Work"

"e# & neutral or inert substance (it is constantly described

L
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as the commonest end least valued thing on earth, and may
really connote any substance whatever) he deliberately poi-
sons 1t;ao to speak, bringing it to a stage of tranamutation'
generally cailed the Black Dtﬁgpp, and-he proceeds to work
upﬁgpthis.virulent po;sdn‘until he obtains the perfection
theoretically possible. , ‘
Inoidentélly, we have aﬂ almost precise paral}el with’
this operation in modern bacteriology. The apparently hgrn;

less bacilli of & disease are cultivated until they beoomp'

& thousend timee more viruient than at first, and it 18

from this culture that is preparad the vaccine which is an
effacacious remedy for all the péasible ravages of that
kind of mioro-organism. : ' |
o ° ° ° ° ° o

We have been oﬁliged to expose, perhaps at too consid-
orable a length, the main doctrines of the thres Sohools.
The task, however tedious, has beeﬁ ne&éésary in order to
explain with ressonable lucidity their conneotion with
the world which their ideas dirécf; that is to.aay; the
nature of their political activities. . ‘

The Yellow Sohool, in accordance with its doctrine of

perfectly elastic reaction and non-interference, holds it-

self, generally speaking, entirely apart from all such
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questions. We can hardly imgginaliﬁ_snffioiently 1nteréatod

in any events soever to reaciﬁsﬁ?;“fsgis itself strong

enough to deal safisfaotori‘ly with anything thet may turn

up, and, generally speaking, it faela that any conceivable
actiogygn its part would be likaly to inoreaae rather than e
to diminish the mischief. /

5::; remains somewhat contemptuously aloof from the
eternal conflict of the Black School with the White. At the
same time, there is a certain feeling among the adepts that'
'should either of these Schodls.heooma annihilated, the Te- 1\ §
sult might well be that the victor would sooner or later
turn his released energy againatrtﬁemaelvea. '

In accordance, therefore, with their general plan-of non~
sction, as expressed in the Teo Teh King of doa11ng with‘ |
mischief before it has become too stfﬁng to be ddnge;quq,'
they 1ntgrfera,gent1y from time.to timp,to redrﬁss the
balance. . '

During the last two generations the liasters of the Yel-
1ow School have been oompellod to take notice of the pro-
gressive ruin of the White asdept§. Christianity, which pos-

sesses at least the semblance of a White formula, ié in the

agonies of decomposition, even before it is actually dé@d;

Materislistic science has overwhelmjea the faith and hope
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of the Christiens (they never possessed any charity to ov-

erwhelmy) with a demonstration of the sorrow, transitoriness

and cmuel futility of the Universe. A vast wave of pesai-

mism has engulfed the fortress of lansoul,
©rIt wes indeed a desdly blow to the adeptsof the White
School when Science, their own femilisr friend in whom they
brusted, lifted up his heel against them, It was in this
conjuncture that the Yellow adepts sent forth into the Wes-
tern world a mssaenger, Helena Petroﬁﬁa Blavatsky, with the
Wmmmm.diatinct mission to de-
gtroy, on the one hend, the crude schools of Christianity,
and, on the other, to eradicate the materialism from Physi-
cal Science, Bha”made the.necesséfy ooﬁnectidn with Edwdrd
Maitland and Anns Kingsford who were trying rathar nelp-
lessly to put the exoteric formula of the Whito School into
//the hands of students, and with,the}sec;et representativea
of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. If is not for us. in this
place to estimate the degree of succeas with whioh she oar—
ried out her embassy, but at least we see to-day that Phyei-
cal Science is at last penetrating to the spiritual basis
of material phenomena. The work of HenriAPoinoaré, Ein-

stein, Whitehead, and Bertrand Russell is sufficient evis

... dence of this fact.

[
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Christisnity, too, fell into a lower degree of con-
tempt than ever. Reélizing‘i:gsmoribund'it made a supreme
and suicidal effort, and plunged into the deeth-spasm of the
world-war. It was too far corrupt tO'raactr%o the injections
of the ﬁﬁgla formula which might have saved it. We see t0-
day thgt:Christianity is more bigoted, flrther;divorced‘from

reality than ever. - In”aome‘éaﬁhtries it has again becoie &

persecuting church.

With horrid glee the adepts of the Black Schodl looked
on at these atrocious paroxyfsmé. But it did more. It mar-
shalled its forces quietly asnd prepared to olean up the de-
bris of the battle-field. It is at present pledged to a su-

preme attempt to chase the manly reces from.theirlnpiritual
halgdom. ' -

' The Blsck School has always worked insidiously bf tresch-
dry. We neéd'then‘not be surprised by‘finﬁ&ng that its most
notable representative is the renégade followaf of Blavat-
sky, Annie Beaant’and that she has been charged by her Black
Mesters with the mission of persuading the world to accept
for its Teacher & negroid Messish. To make the humiliation
more complete, & wretched creasture has been chosen who, to
the most 16atheao;;:33:11ties, adds the most fatuous imbe-

cility.
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This, then, is the present state of the war of the
Three Sohools. We cannot suppose that humanity 13 80 entire-
ly base as to accept Kriqpamurti. yet that such a soheme
could ever have been conceived-is a symytom of the almost
hof¥less deosdence of the White School. The Black adepte
boaet openly that they have triumgge'd all along the 11ne _
7%§‘ s attained the‘deat;uotion of all positive gualities.

It is only one step to the stage when the annihilation of
all 1life and thought will appear as a fatgl néoessity. The
materlialism and vital soepficiam'of the present time, its
frenzied rush for pleasure in total diarégard of any idea of
building for the future, testifias to a condition of come
plete moral disorder,of abJect apiritunl anarohy.

The White School has thus been paralysed. We are res-
minded of the spider described by Fabre, who 1njeots her vio-
tims with a poison whioch paralysoa them without killing them.'
80 that her’ own young may finé fresh meat. And_thia is what
is going to happen to Europe anﬁ America unless something is
‘done abotit it, and done in very short order,

The Yellow School could not raméin impassive spectators
of the sbomination.  Madame Blavatsky was a mere forerunner.

They, in conjunction with the Secret Chiefs of the White

Sohooi in Europe, Chiefs who had been compelled tofsuspend
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all attempts at eNoterio enlightenment by the general moral
debility which had overtaken the rao#ﬁ from which they drew
their adepts, -have pfepared a guide for mankind. This man,
of an extreme moral force and elevation, combined with a
profound sense of worldly realities, has stood forth in an
attempt ggpaave the White School, to r€#habilitate its formu-
la, and to fling back from the bastions of morai freedom the
howling savages of pessimism. Unless his appeal is heard,
unless there comes a truly virile reaction ﬁgainst the ocreep-
ing strophy which is poisoning them, unless they enlist to
the last man under his standard; a great decisive battle
will have been lost. ' '

This prophet of the White School, chosen by its Masters
and his brethren, to save the Theory and Practice, is armed .
with & sword far mightier than Ex(Palibeeds Hq'has been ene
trusted with a new Magical formgla, one_wh;oh can be'accépted‘
by the whole human race. Its adoption iil'l’, strengthen the
Yellow School by giving a more positive value to their theo-
ry; while leaving the postulates of the Black School intact,
it will transoend them and raise their Theory end Practice
almost to the level of the Yellow. As to the White School,
it will remove from them all taint of poisonof the Blaock,

and restore vigour to their central formula of spiritual al-
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chemy by giving e@ch man an 1qdependent ideal. It will put'
an end to the moral castration involved in the assumption
that each man,. whatever his nature, should deny himself to
follow out a fantéstio and impracticable ideal of goodnesé.
Incidentally, this formula will save Phyeioai—SQignce itself
by makinégi;gligiblo the despair of futility, the vital scep-
ticism which has emasculated it in the past. Ié shows that
the joy of existence is not in a goal, for that 1ndeed'1q

_ clearly unattainable, but in the going itself./This law is

L
called The Law of Thelema. It is summarized in the four

wordn; Do whgt thou wilt,

It should not be necessary to explain that & full appre-
clation of this message is not to be obtained by & haéty ox-
amination. It is essentisl to study it‘from'etdry.point of -
view, to analyze it with the keenes£ philosophical géunqh,
and finelly to apply it as a key for every groblem,-ihtefnai
and externgl; thet exists. This kéy,‘appliaﬁ’with skill,
will open every lock. e

From the deepest point of view, tha‘greatest_value of
this formula is that it arforde, for the first time in his-
tory, & basis of ;eoonciliation between the three great
Schools of Magick, It will tend to sppease the eternsl cone

flict by understanding that each type of thought shsll go
Uik y {
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on its own way, develop 1ts own proper qualities without
seeking to interfere with other formﬁlee however opposed to
its 6wn.
What is true for every Schoel, is egufally true for
ever&ylndividual. _Success in 1life, on thé basis of the Law
of Thelema, implies severe self-discipline. Each béing must
progress as bilology teachqs. by strict adaptation to the
conditions of the organism. If, a&s the Black School contine
_ually assert, the cause of sorrow is desire, we canlstill o8- >;
cape the conclusion by the Law of Theléma.- What is necessery
18 not to seek after some fantastic ideal, utterly unsuited
to our real needs, but to discover the t:ue nature of those
needs, to fulfil them, and re joice fherein. . |
This process is what is really:meanf by initiastion;
thet is to say, the going into onemelf, and making one's
peace, so to speask, with all the fdrqéé;tbatkona iinds.tharo.ih
It is forbidden here to discuss the nature of the Book

of the Law, the Sacred Seripture of Thelema. Even after

two and twenty yoars of close expert examination. it remains
to a great extent mysterious; but the little we know of it
is enough to show that it is & sublime synthesis of all
Science and all ethics. It is by virtue of this Book that

‘man may attain a degree of freedom hitherto never suspséted




. to be possible, a spiritusl development altogether beyond

tage of the extraordinary opportunitiee which 1t‘orféri;j”ﬁt e

‘men mey leern to realize the nature of his own baing. end to fﬁf

. and assure its future, by guaranteeing to avery human being
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anything hhtherto known: and what is really more to the

point, a control of externa‘ natura which will make the

boasted achievenentg of the laateqentnry*nppear no more than

childish praliminaries to'an 1nconparably'mighty manhood?’

It hes been said by some that the Law of Thelema apyaulaf

only to the elito of humanity. No doubt there is this mnch

in that assertion, that only the highest can take full adv;nf-

the same time, the Law is for ell. .Each in his degree, evuryf:

develop it in freedom. It is by this means that the whito

School of Magick can Jjustify its pnst redoom its prcsont

a life of Liberty and of Love.



